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A Disturbing Absence of EC’s Coastal Grizzlies 



The threatened coastal grizzly bear. 


by Christopher Genovali, Raincoast 
Conservation Society 

In the Raincoast Conservation 
Society's field work and reconnaissance 
in the remote river valleys of the Great 
Bear Rainforest on Canada's Pacific 
Coast, we are finding a disturbing ab- 
sence of grizzly bears, even along salmon 
producing systems during the fall runs 
when predation activity should be high. 
Another troubling sign is that black 
bears are proliferating in areas that are 
historically grizzly bear strongholds, 
something which grizzlies (if present) 
would never tolerate. Independent wild- 
life biologists are in consensus that hunt- 
ing overkill is seriously impacting coastal 
grizzly bear populations on the central 
and north coast. 

Raincoast has conducted prelimi- 
nary grizzly bear studies in close to 
100 river valleys in the Great Bear 
Rainforest. These river systems once 
contained some of the highest con- 
centrations of bears in Canada, but a 


long history of unsustainable grizzly 
bear "sport" hunting, poaching and 
clearcut logging has left grizzly popu- 
lations at serious risk. 

In an exhaustive scientific review of 
the British Columbia (BC) government's 
flawed approach to grizzly management, 
wildlife biologists Dr. Brian Horejsi, Dr. 
Barrie Gilbert and Dr. Lance Craighead 
concluded that, "there is evidence to 
suggest that grizzly bear density esti- 
mates for coastal BC represent popula- 
tions suffering from substantial decline. " 

Dt. Gilbert has pointed out that the 
relatively small size and young age 
now prevalent among coastal grizzly 
populations is a sure indicator of hunt- 
ing overkill, and given the lack of 
credible population studies and bio- 
logical information generated by the 
government, there is no scientific man- 
agement of coastal grizzlies in BC. Dr. 
Horejsi has stated that there should 
be three to five times the number of 
grizzlies on BC's coast and that this 
dramatic decline is due to hunting 


overkill and the 
continued destruc- 
tion of the grizzly 
habitat by indus- 
trial forestry and 
clearcut logging. 

The sport hunt- 
ing of coastal griz- 
zly bears can often 
resemble some sort 
of high tech war 
effort. Drs. Horejsi, 

Craighead and Gil- 
bert report that 
"outfitters and resi- 
dent hunters char- 
ter float planes, fly 
along the coast, 
land at road stag- 
ing areas, and drive roads or take jet 
boats up salmon spawning rivers; some 
use permanent, illegal, elevated stands 
overlooking salmon spawning sites. 
This type of hunting has been charac- 
terized, reflecting its dependence on 
technology, as a search and destroy 


mission, referring to the speed and 
efficiency with which a hunting party 
can arrive at a stand, shoot grizzly bears 
where they are known to aggregate and 
leave the area." 

continued on page 24 


From Vacant Lots to Garden Plots 



by More Gardens! Coalition 

Once again, in their winter sleep, our beloved New 
York City community gardens are being threatened 
by short-sighted, quick profiting developers and poli- 
ticians. Over the past three decades, local New York 
City residents have reclaimed neglected, rubble strewn 
empty lots and turned them into living green oases 
where people meet and children play. Despite our 
victory last spring when over 
114 community gardens were 
preserved through the hard 
work of gardeners, activists and 
supporters, over 500 are still 
threatened. This is in a city 
with an enormous budget sur- 
plus and over 10,000 vacant 
lots which could be made into 
homeless housing, fixed income 
housing and more gardens. So 
far 50 community gardens have 
received an immediate "notice 
to vacate” by the Department 
of Housing Preservation and De- 
velopment (a.k.a. Housing Pre- 
vention and Destruction, or 
HPD). The same department 
was used by the mayor last year 
to transfer the gardens from 
community control to the auc- 
tion bloc for purchase by pri- 
vate developers. 

Most of New York's community gardens were cre- 
ated by working class residents in struggling neigh- 
borhoods, where criminal landlords would bum down 
buildings to collect insurance money, where vacant 
lots were allowed to become hazardous dump sites, 
where city services were severely cut, and where city 
administrations have put the people's money into 
incinerators, power plants, dumps and highways. 
Vibrant community gardens in the South Bronx 
combat the highest incidence of asthma in the United 


States, while community gardens in Brooklyn pro- 
vide some of the only open spaces in the borough 
that has the least amount of green space in the city. 
These tiny green living spaces are the start of a 
revolution where land has been reclaimed with no 
heroic assumptions. They have freed the land from 
its manmade confinement, pushed away the dan- 
ger, crime and other destructive elements creating a 
place for residents of all ages to relax, play, and 
socialize. Gardens continuously 
work for the city at large, creat- 
ing oxygen, teaching schoolchil- 
dren about the environment, 
and promoting diversity and cel- 
ebration of life. 

One of the community gar- 
dens in imminent danger is El 
Jardin de la Esperanza. The Gar- 
den of Hope rose from the ashes 
of a burnt-out building over 22 
years ago in a neighborhood 
plagued by landlord neglect. Ali- 
cia Torres, with the help of her 
family and neighbors, worked 
for months clearing the rubble 
and debris to make room on the 
scarred Earth to plant sunflow- 
ers and roses. The land was re- 
born. After three generations of 
sweat, labor and healing, the 
garden is rich with the bounties 
Giant Coqui gaurding the garden entrance. D f the Earth . Roses as tall as trees 

bloom until late December; medicinal plants are 
nurtured by neighbors to make healing teas; kids 
come off the street to play hide and seek behind the 
tool shed, while others finish their homework under 
the casita built by Alicia's son, Moses. A rooster crows 
just before dawn. Puerto Rican culture is integrated 
into the life of the Lower East Side with a rich history 
of struggle and growth. 

continued on page 28 


Back on thc Ground 

SN iNTGRVieW WITH JULIA BUTTGRFiy 

by James Johnston 

Josh Laughlin and 1 interviewedjulia "Butter- 
fly" Hill on January 7, three weeks after she 
came down from Luna, an 800-year-old red- 
wood that had been her home for 788 days. Her 
two-year treesit has drawn international atten- 
tion to the issue of old-growth logging, and she 
descends from Luna as a genuine celebrity. 
Pacific Lumber (PL), who "owns" the land on 
which Luna lives, agreed to protect the tree and 
three adjacent acres in exchange for $50,000 
from Julia and her supporters, which will be 
donated to Humbolt State University's forestry 
studies program. 

EF!J: First question, and I'm sure you're get- 
ting tired of answering this one, but what's it 
like to have your feet on the ground again? 

Julia: You know, the moment my feet touched 
the ground, I was hit with a wave of emotions 
of bliss and joy, and at the same time an intense 
ache of pain and sadness. It was the realization 
I was leaving the best friend I've ever had, the 
most incredible awakening transformative ex- 
perience I've ever had, you know, the list goes 
on and on. But, it was, just to feel the Earth, 
whoooooooo. . . I hiked barefoot down the moun- 
tain. I felt like I was floating, it was such a high. 

EF!J: So, was your treesit a success? What do 
you think is going to come of all this? 

Julia: Well, 1 personally think it’s incredible. 
Number one, I think it was our treesit, not my 
treesit. It was an incredible, incredible effort on 
a lot of people's part. From my wonderful ground 
support crew — or team, because we are a team — 
to the media support team, to the local commu- 
nity, to the surrounding community, to the 
world community that was all a part of it in one 
way or another. 

continued on page 22 
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Bye-Bye Sunshine State 


So it's the new year, and after all that 
Y2K hype, nothing happened. No ma- 
jor computer crashes, no end of the 
world, nothing. I must say I was a little 
disapointed. After all, I did stockpile all 
those fireworks — and when nothing^ 
happened, all we could think to do was 
shoot them off at each other. Oh well, 
it made for a fun New Year's party. 
Then, after all the smoke cleared, I 
found myself having to make a choice — 
stay in Eugene or move back to Florida. 

Well, I decided to stay here in Eugene. 
And I knowthis goes without saying, 
but here it gde&anyway. Oregon is a lot 
different froimlWida; the people, the 
landscape, theWRmate — all different. 
Even time seemkfb flow a bit different 
out here. It alU^ ^q uitegml ^^ et. 

winter @stlad ofJS^nrtigS'a^d;^ 
been virtually bligless out here, so far. 
Some of it even seems quite foreign to 
me. For instance, Eugene is a bike- 
friendly city, com plete with bike paths — 
a far cry from Florida> where sidewalks 
are an uncommon sight. And lastly 
one of the nicest things about Oregon is 


the chanj 
Florida 
unlessydi 
Buttheyl 
XOfalfth 


l jpurpf them, 
rnmel season, 
ricane season. 


wetlands ai£ afjvays being t 
by anjpther mafl/qondo/foad 
to Oregon however, gave m 
experience with|h| large ahc 
timber industry! B was aWa 
devastation that? was caused 


ting /evplv^s 
itrucnou- Th| 

[g tlire^tenedv 

oad. doming 
j me pay first 
a|id powerful 
aware of the 
fsediby clear- 


cutting. However, seeing it first hand 
was really a life-chiig^ig experience. 
But that's anothef story. | 

Florida has sdme^ nice] attributes 
though. There is the year-round grow- 
ine season, beach weatherthat pracf 1- 
cSlly nev er end s, and a really rad activ- 
^Jst cofnrnunity. Even with .alL.these 
things going for it, I felt it was time'to 
get out of there. Maybe being in the 
same state as Disney World and Jeb 
Bus h got the better of me. ***"*«^ i , 
.Of e verything I left behind, my family 
a^”fiS5nds>-were'4he--haidesLto,iay 


goodbye to. Luckily I've met some 
Lifeally awesome people out here — 
ji'fflrenif most of them give me shit for 
| being f rom Florida. I was even fortu- 
| hate enough to get the chance to 
I woftc^n^this and the last issue of the 
EF! JmJft^l. It has given me the 
qhance to work along side of some 
r|ally great people, as well as the 
diance to learn a lot about what's 
going on out there in the world. 
fThere's so many e-mails to read from 
so many places. It never seems to 
end. Overall I've had a great time — 
even if it can get stressful and hectic. 
I'd strongly suggest short-terming 
to those out there looking to get 
involved. I urge you to send in your 
articles, stories, letters, poems or art. 
. I t helps make the Journal more di- 
verse, and it's an easy way to get 
your voi^f^g^jd. 

I must say that I'm quite looking 
If&rwaryJ to the upcpmi.n^:Organizers 
Co nfer encC as well as the Rendez- 
vous this summer. Hope to see some 
bf you there. 

— Adam Volk 


POEIKY-INSPIREDCOVER 

by Bill Ohrmann 

In the forest without leaves 

Stands a birch tree 

Slender and white 

These lines from the book The Owl in the Mask of the Dreamers 
by John Haines inspired the paintings on this month's issue of 
the Journal. In fact, Haines' poems have inspired many of my 
paintings, and I can say I wouldn’t be painting as I do, if I had 
never been exposed to his surprising, inspiring work. 

His poetry covers a wide range of subjects. In "The Forest 
Without Leaves," he describes the areas of the world covered by 
twisted steel, cables and rust and of how we treat each other: 

Those who write sorrow on the earth, 

Who are they? 

Whose erased beginnings still 

control us — sentence by sentence and phrase by phrase 

Agents and clerks, masters 

of sprawl — 

playful men who traffic in pain. 

And there is another side of John Haines, who writes about 
the Earth — the owl, the mole, the insect on a floating leaf or a 
convincing poem about how life might seem to a blade of grass! 


I don't know that my paintings need a lot of explanation. 
Most people understand them well enough and in some cases 
interpret them with more originality than I had in mind. And 
that's good! What drives me to paint is concern for the Earth 
and its inhabitants. William Blake, the English poet said, "All 
life is sacred." I'll go along with that and hope we may be 
humble and wise enough to realize, no one among us has the 
wisdom to deliberately wipe out a species. And yet as a rancher, 
I see neighbors willing to wipe out a species of plant or animal, 
simply because with chemicals, it is convenient and easy to do. 

I hope my paintings reflect my concern with our tolerance of 
cruelty, chemical misuse, and our lavish mismanagement of 
resources. I keep hoping that people will come to see that 
saving the Earth and all inter-related life is the only hope for 
human survival. 

In the poem "Rolling Back," Mr. Haines says it all: 

For a long time now 
We have heard these voices 

singing along eroded wires, murmurs from veiled partitions 
of clouds, little whispers 
tracing the dust... 

They tell us what we partly know 
hidden by the noise we make: 
the land will not forgive us. 


jfQPauna Q^abavan 

Fauna, n. animal life. A 

Cabala, n. an esoteric, secret matter or \j 

mysterious art. 

Superb fairy wrens ( Malurus cyaneus) are true blue in color 
only. These tiny residents of eastern Australia are socially 
monogamous, meaning that breeding pairs cohabit and raise 
young, yet enjoy more romances outside this union than any 
other species. A male will maintain a year-round territory in 
which he lives either with just his mate or with subordinate 
males as well who assist with chick-rearing. At the commence- 
ment of the five-month breeding season he sheds his drab 
brown winter feathers and dons brilliant, luxurious, multi- 
hued blue plumage and flits about to other territories. With a 
yellow petal in his bill, and crown, cheek and back feathers 
flared, he displays with fervor to all females except for his mate. 

A female is usually quite unimpressed but occasionally 
solicits copulation. She finds it particularly endearing when a 
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by Faith Walker 

beau's blue 'do is enduring. Because it is extremely energeti- 
cally costly to sport blue feathers (especially in winter), only 
the most fit males can maintain blueness for a long period of 
time. The most successful males are those who begin their 
blue displays at least two months prior to the beginning of 
the breeding season; only the studliest of the studs can molt 
directly from old breeding plumage into new come the end 
of the breeding season in February. A female can thus, by 
noting how long a male is blue, assess vigor, which translates 
into genetic quality when making a mating decision. The 
result of this means that 72 percent of the chicks from her 
seven or so annual clutches are fathered by males other than 
her mate. This has, in turn, led to intense sperm competition 
among males. They lug around huge sperm storage contain- 
ers called cloacal protuberances which, together with testes, 
comprise up to 10 percent of their bodyweight. When a male 
is lucky enough to receive a cloacal kiss, he can release a 
massive ejaculate, possibly swamping out the sperm of his 
rivals. These small, libidinal birds thus have the dual honor 
of being the most polyamorous of socially monogamous 
vertebrates and having the greatest sperm reserves, relative to 
the weight, of any bird or mammal. 
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by Wolverine 

Heads up! By now we've been thoroughly debriefed 
about what happened in Seattle during the World 
TradeOrganization (WTO) ministerial. But it's time to 
examine the significance of what happened in terms 
of strategic planning to end not only the WTO but the 
whole system of corporate rule that it represents. 

What was different about Seattle? It wasn't a stan- 
dard, regimented protest — more yelling at buildings. 
As an insightful activist wrote before that week: "Un- 
less the struggle against the WTO shows itself to be 
more than a reformist request to respect the sham of 
the democratic nation state, it will just be a bigger and 
more stressful example of the same 'direct action' we 
have been doing with diminishing returns in recent 
years. Alternatively, if we move beyond tactical stag- 
nation, we show that our demands go beyond tweak- 
ing labor laws or saving a particular species." In Seattle 
we started moving beyond tactical stagnation — the 
actions we took were diverse and fluid, yet there was 
overall coordination to achieve tangible goals. 

Logistically, what did we do right? Our plan to 
disrupt the ministerial by preventing the delegates 
from entering the meeting worked. Why? The expla- 
nation that security forces underestimated our will 
and numbers doesn't make much sense. The cops had 
infiltrators in our big Direct Action Network 
spokescouncil meetings — our plans were completely 
out in the open, and our numbers were obvious. Our 
presence in the street empowered delegates from so- 
called "Third World" countries to block the meeting's 
negotiations from going forward, giving us an unex- 
pected victory — no agreement coming out of the 
meeting at all. Our role in this development indicates 
the susceptibility of the global financial system to 
psychological tweaking and pressures pitting one set 
of delegates against another. Unifying tolerance and 
solidarity helped bring Seattle closer to a general strike 
than at any time since 1919. Such a general cessation 
of "business as usual" is the necessary precondition to 
establishing alternative society. 

November 30 was not just activists on the street. 
Thousands of Seattle residents, not dissuaded by tear 
gas, joined the ranks. It is dramatic evidence of success- 
ful movement building where "non-activists" cross 
the line and become "participants." The movement 
must take on a life of its own — a critical mass when 
each individual realizes that they have a stake in the 
process, has the power to participate in the process and 
have a responsibility to get involved though there 
could be dire consequences. This signifies the poten- 
tial for a true grassroots, evolutionary change in the 
dominant paradigm. Paradigm shifts are an exciting 
but also frictional time. The shift we saw in Seattle 
marked the end of "safe" but ineffectual mass protest. 
While we can diminish the number of injuries and 



' vffk"’’* T~'*~ — ' "Using armored ve- 

■H T""* — ~ hides, teargas — which 
if iff! ' T even made the delega- 

. ' , ff^£C^ tions staying in hotels 

— - — . — _ ) of that, peppergas. Bru- 

1} A " - - tal methods, dragging 

8-4— ' " J. 1 people through the 

Activist says it all in Seattle, streets. Six hundred ar- 
rested. What would happen if such behavior 
took place in Cuba? What would they say if 
they saw an army, the National Guard, occu- 
pying the city? Tons of masked men with 
horrifying outfits to scare people, thousands 
of police in all directions, men being dragged, 
horses and other animals to attack people? 
They would say that it was a flagrant and 
massive violation of human rights and that, 
therefore, they had to use the NATO formula 
to conduct a 'humanitarian' intervention." 

— Fidel Castro, receiving ihe Cuban delegation 
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deaths by maintaining our nonviolent stance, serious 
action to stop the dictatorial empire builders will elicit 
heightened repression. We can't expect our necessary 
escalation of effort and numbers to result in a blood- 
less or sanitary revolution. 


Yet without entering 
this next stage, nothing 
substantive for saving the 
natural world, indig- 
enous cultures — and each 
other — will be accom- 
plished. Seattle was a 
beacon for organizers il- 
luminating the direction 
we need to go, but there 
were no single leaders — 
part of the beauty of the 
event. Everyone in Seattle 
created a ferment. Like 
worker bees, we contributed to the final outcome by 
fulfilling different roles within a grand scheme. There's 
a limit to what "organizers" can do. If we give endless 
teach-ins and not enough respond with sufficient 
action, we all lose. Everyone needs to be an activist. 

The corporate globalization system (internation- 
ally fused capitalism to benefit the rich at the expense 
of the made-poor) is balanced precariously in a non- 
real world of electronic pulses — money exchanges 
based in turn on CEOs' ability to deceive the people 
as to their real aims, the real meaning of life, the 
ecocidal consequences of mass consumerism and 


neocolonialist resource exploitation. Transnational 
corporations don't have real homes, a community or 
reciprocity with others beyond a narrow circle. Their 
base of support is shallow and must be bolstered by 
military force through take-over of national govern- 
ments' sovereignty. This is an old story, as old as 
feudalism, empires, slavery and oppression of the 
many by the powerful few. The WTO and the larger 
system of which it is part are just the latest innovations 
to consolidate political/economic power. On a global 
scale, this consolidation is now so pervasive in its 
power that it completely destroys indigenous cul- 
tures, wipes out species and disables fundamental 
ecological systems. Countering the headlong rush of 
corporate rule toward the end of cultural and ecologi- 
cal diversity and global ecological collapse must be the 
dominant, overarching activism of our time if virtu- 
ally anything real that we value (the Earth, real com- 
munity, meaningful life, peace, etc.) is to survive. 

So where do we go from 

u M M mi m here? The power of direct 

action has been reaffirmed, 
but is only meaningful in 
the context of a larger, 
fleshed-out campaign. The 
WTO protest's success was 
built on the strength of 
teach-ins across the coun- 
try, cooperation across 
movements, nonviolence 
trainings and educated re- 
spect for diversity. Unlike 
the antiwar protests of 
the '60s, this time we 
have the added leverage 
of finally focusing on the 
overarching system caus- 
ing all the problems, not 
just a single issue. Now 
diverse movements are 
acting together. Labor 
and environmental activ- 
ists, for instance, did not 
often come together this 
way in the '60s protests. 
We need to keep the momentum of the WTO Seattle 
experience going. There is no magic button to push to 
end corporate rule. Instead, we need to organize face 
to face. But we must also focus on the slower work of 
building trust and solidarity across movements. We 
need to reach across color and cultural barriers, not by 
token representation or agenda takeovers but by get- 
ting involved in each other's causes and taking the 
time to talk at length, listen to each other and help 
each other without obtrusive grandstanding. 

continued on page 29 
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Dear 

Dear SFB, 

We are interested to find out 
about job opportunities in tree 
sitting, convention shut downs, 
picketing and other related jobs. 
How much do you pay, what are 
the hours, do you provide work 
uniforms, training, etc.? Does any 
of this work lead to credit at any 
universities, chances for pro- 
motion or book deals. What 
about web sites and talk 
show appearances? Many 
of us need new job 
opportunities as your group 
assists in making tradi- 
tional jobs obsolete. 

— Chuck 
Ed note: No money, 
no unifoms, no 
credit, but lots of 
cold, wet nights in 
the wilderness. 
Dumpstered food 
usually available. 

—KM 


Dear SFB, 

I was excited to see the article 
about sexism within Earth First! 
Sexism exists everywhere; Third 
World countries, our society, 
all governments, other social 
change organizations and EF! I 
have experienced a 
tremendous 
amount of sexism 
in the animal- 
rights movement 
personally. This 
can be seen 
clearly by the 
fact that the 
number of 
womyn within 
the movement 
far outnumber 
men, yet men 
represent ani- 
mal issues far 
more than 
womyn. At 
conferences 
there are al- 


ways more men speaking on is- 
sues that womyn know just as 
well, if not better. Too much is 
placed on names status which 
is created by our patriarchal rec- 
ognition of things. The saddest 
thing about this sexism that 
plagues every movement/per- 
son is that when confronted on 
the issues — backlash is the an- 
swer. The simple answer should 
be listening and analyzing your 
behaviors and oppression. This 
is what we expect from others 
on issues we fight for — it just 
makes sense to do the same for 
others, especially those who you 
work closely with to make 
change in our society. 

Womyn are not being heard. 
When interviewing womyn 
about their experience with sex- 
ism within movements, they al- 
ways say they are not listened 
to — not respected. This is 
bullshit and it is the responsibil- 
ity of men to change this. This 


means educating yourself on the 
issues — educating other men, sup- 
porting womyn, confronting oth- 
ers and opening your mind for 
when you are confronted with 
issues. For a zine on sexism within 
movements please contact: FAR, 
POB 175, Corvallis, OR 97339; 
veganfeminists@yahoo.com. 

—Chelsea Lincoln 

Greetings Earth First! 

I've just finished listening to 
Who Bombed Judi Bari? What an 
excellent CD it is. Judi is a very 
powerful and knowledgeable 
speaker. She's certainly made me 
more aware of environmental is- 
sues in the US and also around 
the world. What happens in one 
place is replicated world wide by 
nasty corporations. 

Here in Australia one (among 
many) issues is that of insitu leach 
mining of uranium at beautiful 
Southern Australia. In this pro- 


cess sulfuric acid is pumped into 
the ground water in the ura- 
nium extraction process. This 
method is so risky that it is 
banned almost everywhere in 
the world, including the US and 
Europe. Only two other coun- 
tries allow it — Bulgaria and 
•Khazakastan. The environmen- 
tal laws in these countries are 
virtually non-existent. 

Our fragile desert ecosystem 
is dependent on the groundwa- 
ter, as are many farms, yet the 
government promotes this prac- 
tice and is even considering a 
nuclear waste dump in the 
middle of the continent! 

Anyway, I thought I'd let you 
know what was going on around 
the other side of the world. Please 
send me an EF! Journal as men- 
tioned in the CD cover notes. 

Thanks and take care, 

— Paul 
continued on page 26 



February-March 2000 Earth First! Page 3 


Wolf Reintroduction on the Northeast Horizon? 

THE ADIRONDACK’ SIX MILLION ACRES PROVIDE SUITABLE HABITAT 


by Erica Sweetwater 

On December 6, a highly publicized 
press conference was set to air the 
results of a long awaited feasibility 
study regarding reintroduction of 
wolves into the northeastern United 
States. It was scheduled for 7:30 p.m. 
at the Hotel Saranac in Saranac Lake, 
NY. On the day before the meeting, a 
press notice was quietly e-mailed to all 
area newspapers simply stating that 
the press conference was canceled and 
would most likely be rescheduled 
sometime within the next two weeks. 

Although wolf reintroduction is be- 
ing studied for a large swath of land in 
the Northeast including portions of 
Vermont, New Hampshire and Maine, 
the Adirondack Park has been deemed 
the most promising area to begin with. 
It is, after all, a six-million-acre block 
of land designated "Forever Wild" by 
the Constitution of the state of New 
York. The feasibility study which was 
to have been made public on Decem- 
ber 6 was one of two being conducted 
specifically on wolf reintroduction into 
the Adirondacks. This first study con- 
tained the biological component. An- 
other component concerning the 
socio-economic issues was being con- 
ducted separately by Cornell Univer- 
sity and had also been originally sched- 
uled to be released before the end of 
1999. The biological study was paid 
for by the Defenders of Wildlife, at the 
pricey sum of $114,000, and was sup- 
posedly commissioned to a team of 
impartial scientists at a place called 
The Conservation Biology Institute in 
Corvallis, Oregon. 

A group calling itself the Citizens 
Advisory Committee, comprised of 
representatives of so-called "stake- 
holder groups," (i.e. hunters, trappers, 
private land rights organizations, the 
tourist industry and environmental- 
ists) had been formed to oversee the 
process and make sure the feasibility 
study was produced with impartiality 
and without any undue pressure. The 
group was also charged with the re- 
sponsibility of making certain the 
study was released in a timely, fair and 
appropriate fashion. One of the anti- 
wolf members just couldn't wait, how- 
ever, and released to an Albany Times 


reporter selected portions of the study 
which cast the reintroduction plan in 
an unfavorable light. By the next day 
National Public Radio was tied onto 
the story tighter than a canoe on a car. 
Defenders of Wildlife was accused of 
postponing the airing of the study 
because it didn't say what they wanted 
it to say. They countered with a reason 
for postponing the study that did som- 
ersaults over the top of the Jedediah 
Purdy irony scale. (The lead present- 
ing scientist was unable to make the 
conference due to being attacked by a 
German shepherd dog.) 



Potential reintroduction terrain for the gray wolf 


When the study was finally released 
on December 21, it did prove to be a 
great disappointment to those of us 
who would like to see the top predator 
restored to this ecosystem. According 
to the study, the biggest problem is 
that this supposedly "Forever Wild" 
Adirondack Park has been so deci- 
mated by logging, so chopped up by 
snowmobile trails and highways and 
so widely populated with towns and 
villages, that the wolf would not be 
able to survive here. The packs would 
be isolated and genetic inbreeding 
would occur, making for unhealthy 
populations. Of course, the study was 
disputed by other wolf biologists. Dr. 
L. David Mech, who is arguably the 
country's leading wolf authority, 
claimed the study was seriously flawed 
and contained factual inconsistencies. 


When interviewed by Bryan Mann, 
the Adirondack Park's full time North 
Country Public Radio reporter, the 
day after the study was released, Dr. 
Mech said the genetic inbreeding ar- 
gument was a "straw man's" argu- 
ment. Dr. Mech has been studying 
wolves for over 40 years and is the 
author of "The Arctic Wolf, Ten Years 
with the Pack." 

Another interesting tidbit from the 
study was the disclosure that the huge 
packs of coyotes roaming the 
Adirondacks have traces of red wolf 
DNA in their makeup, a theory which 
had already been studied extensively 
by Bob Chambers of the State Univer- 
sity of New York College of Environ- 
mental Science and Forestry that fea- 
tured in the October 1999 issue of 
Adirondack Life Magazine. The possible 
incidence of red wolf DNA in the coy- 
ote population led the Corvallis scien- 
tists somehow to extrapolate that the 
gray wolf had never been here and 
therefore, cannot be "re"-introduced. 
A search through historical records of 
the area, however, provides an arm 
load of bounty payments for wolf hides. 

Prior to the release of the biological 
component of the wolf reintroduction 
feasibility study, opponents to reintro- 
duction had been especially vocal. A 
huge gulf exists between two factions 
of people in the Adirondacks. On one 
side are people who have labeled them- 
selves "natives." Not to be confused 
with Native Americans, these are people 
whose roots in this part of the country 
go back sometimes one or two genera- 
tions. Inundated with news of a boom- 
ing national economy and dot com 
millionaires, they feel left behind and 
are vitally interested in increasing the 
economic potential of the Adirondacks. 
On the other side stand a large group of 
people whose environmental concerns 
run all across the map but who have 
been lumped together simply as "tree- 
huggers." The wolf has become the 
poster child for the schism that exists 
inside the park. 

Most of the small town elected offi- 
cials are against the idea of wolf rein- 
troduction. In fact, the Adirondack 
Association of Towns and Villages 
unanimously passed a resolution at its 
annual meeting opposing wolf rein- 


troduction. The association claims 
membership of roughly 75 of the 100 
small towns located at least partially 
within the park's boundaries. The wolf 
opponents argue that wolves would 
decimate the deer herds, which are, 
after all, intended by God as sport 
hunting targets for humans. The other 
big fear was that if a wolf pack estab- 
lished itself on private land, the En- 
dangered Species Act might possibly 
be invoked to prevent logging. 

The Adirondack Park is a patch- 
work quilt of state owned land, about 
two and a half million acres; the rest, 
and majority, is privately held land. 
The largest private landowners in the 
area are the giant paper companies 
who not only log the lands they own 
but lease the properties at a pretty 
* penny to the towns and villages for 
snowmobile trails. Considering the 
amount of logging, snowmobiling, 
pesticide use (over one half of the 
towns inside the park treat their 
streams and lakes with bacillus 
thuringiensis israelensis, or BTI, for 
black flies) and the constant vari- 
ances for development granted by 
the Park's governing body, the 
Adirondack Park Agency, one could 
wonder if Forever Wild is not ohe of 
the more oxymoronic, if not totally 
meaningless monikers ever applied. 
Many supporters of a more natural 
environment had hoped that restora- 
tion of the wolf might be a step to- 
ward reinserting some wildness into 
the Forever Wild. Great numbers of 
other wildlife species, including the 
loon, which the area is famous for, 
have had their numbers reduced due 
to the effects of acid rain. 

Nina Fascione, who has spear- 
headed the Defenders of Wildlife's 
Northeast wolf reintroduction pro- 
gram for five years, said that the battle 
for wolves in this area is far from over. 
She noted that the much publicized 
and now successful reintroduction 
program in Yellowstone was a 20 year 
effort. Anyone wishing to spur on the 
efforts to pursue wolf reintroduction 
in the Northeast may contact De- 
fenders of Wildlife at 1101 14 St. NW, 
Suite 1400, Washington DC 20005; 
(202) 789-2844, 682-1331 (fax); 
NFascione@Defender.Defenders.org. 



bacteria which exists on virtually all plants, where 
it triggers the formation of ice, or frost, by provid- 
ing a nucleus for ice crystals to form around. This 
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EF! Attacks Genomes 


high in Earth's atmospherercausingice crystals to 
form in clouds, which causes rain. This phenom- 
enon is little understood today. 

Advanced Genetics Sciences, Inc. of Oakland, 
California, has developed genetically altered strains 
of Pseudomonas syringae (Ice-minus) that retard 
the formation of frost on plants, and plans to 
release it into the environment on a plot of 
strawberries in the Salinas Valley. This would be 
the first release ever of a genetically altered organ- 
ism into the environment and would set a danger- 
ous precedent for further research of this type. 

The EPA- s Hazard Evaluation Division concluded 
that the new microbe will probably get outside the 
strawberry patch despite precautions, and could 
survive indefinitely on plants outside the plot. 


Adequate study into the possible adverse effects on the 
weather if the bacteria does escape, as well as on other 
plant communities and their naturally occurring bac- 
teria, has not been undertaken. The Chairman of the 
EPA's key advisory board on the topic told the EPA that 
the company should not be allowed to go ahead 
without more tests to determine what would happen 
to the microbe once it gets into the environment. 

The kudzu plant, native to Asia, has covered mil- 
lions of acres of land in the deep South, killing large 
trees and causing millions of dollars in damage. This 
genetically altered bacteria, if established on kudzu, 
could render thousands of acres of agricultural land 
virtually useless within a few years, andmight enable 
kudzu to eventually dominate the eastern landscape. 

Dutch Elm disease accidentally escaped into the 
North American environment decades ago and caused 


the killing of millions of elm trees, 
chestnut forests disappeared over a century ago 
when a similar disease, for which scientists still do 
not have a cure, went on a rampage. History has 
shown us that once they escape, one-celled organ- 
isms can cause even greater death and destruction 
- than wars. 

While risks of accompanying an expenyieiw 
of this type mayappear small, if something does 
go wrong it could wreak havoc on the environ- 
ment. Unlike radioactive, or petrochemical-based 
toxics, genetically altered bacteria are able to 
reproduce and multiply once they have escaped. 
Being microorganisms, they would be impos- 
sible to monitor or contain, and could continue 
to spread indefinitely. 

To draw attention to these risks, as well as the 
reckless research that has made this technology 
possible, Earth First! and the newly formed Bay 
Area Greens held a protest at the Oakland offices 
of Advanced Genetic Sci 

To see how this pro 
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Yosemite Today: Muir Would Be Ashamed 



by Greg Adair and Joyce Eden 

The most important showdown in a century is 
unfolding in an over-developed Yosemite. Will Muir's 
incomparable valley now become an exclusive re- 
sort, meadows and woodlands newly hammered to 
fit expanding hotels with $200 rooms, vast new 
parking areas, new luxury restau- 
rants and monstrously widened 
roads for gigantic tour industry 
diesel busses? Or will growing 
outrage, legal leverage and 
grassroots pressure push through 
a major re-greening in Yosemite? 

While it is not pristine, 

Yosemite today is closer than ever 
to a big restoration. This is be- 
cause, to the Interior 
Department's dismay, a judge has 
ordered the Yosemite Park Ser- 
vice to produce a Wild and Sce- 
nic River Management Plan 
(RMP). The problem for develop- 
ers is that the Merced River — key 
to all life in the watershed — runs 
right through the hotels and 
profit centers of Yosemite Valley. 

The Wild and Scenic Rivers Act 
(WSRA) could give teeth to long- 
held and long-ignored plans to restore the valley and 
other areas. For the concessionaire, tens of millions 
in annual profits are at stake. The concessionaire, big 
business, and the Interior Secretary who loves them 
have squared off against activists pushing for restora- 
tion in the valley. It's a once-only opportunity for 
Yosemite, the chance of a lifetime. 

The current campaign follows what could have 
been a breakthrough for Yosemite. Flooding in 1997 
led Congress to release $178 million in disaster relief 
money, and the park service promised to enact por- 
tions of its long-stalled General Management Plan 
(GMP). Yosemite's GMP calls for reduction of com- 
mercialism and development. It's worth mentioning 
that a broad section of the public supports the idea of 
"undeveloping" Yosemite — 60,000 people partici- 
pated in Yosemite's GMP process in the 1970s. But 
now it has become clear that the '97 "flood of 
money" was the real curse and that business interests 
were working to leverage the public pie onto their 
plate. The flood money, concession fees and Fee 
Demo have combined to create one-quarter billion 
dollars in funds, six times the amount ever available 
to any national park in history! 

The betrayal of promised restoration was immedi- 
ate. Quickly, the cash went in hot pursuit of big 
development projects. The Park quickly unveiled 
plans for a $ 60-million expansion of one of the 
valley's three hotels, the Yosemite Lodge. The Dela- 
ware North Company, Yosemite's concessionaire 
(and contributors to Secretary Babbitt and Bill 
Clinton), met early with planners. Soon the hotel 
expansion, with enormous luxury rooms, business- 
conference rooms, new restaurant, valet area and 


employee dormitories was planned. The expansion 
was set to squash the only walk-in campground in 
Yosemite, destroy a woodland and plow roads along 
a meadow. The newly-formed Friends of Yosemite 
Valley (FoYV) sued to stop the project in 1998, 
followed by a broader lawsuit by Sierra Club which 
won a quick victory. The hotel plan was withdrawn. 


Widening the road for tourism has dumped rubble into 
the Merced River, destroying and violating the Wild and 

Scenic Rivers Act. 


Immediately, another 
multi-million dollar de- 
velopment plan hit the 
ground running, the 
widening of 7.5 miles of 
the El Portal Road. Like 
the lodge plan, the road 
widening plan was not 
about flood repairs but 
was all about big profits 
for the tour industry 
while tunneling more 
customers to view spots 
and gift shops. The old 
meandering road along 
the Merced River from 
the west was too small 
for the giant parlor 
buses. The road project 
started off suddenly and 
worked around the 
clock, cutting trees and 
bulldozing hillsides, 
blasting tons of granite 
and dumping the fill 
and cement into the 
river. The destruction was horrifying, the worst des- 
ecration in Yosemite since the Tioga Road was built 
across Tuolomne Meadows 40 years ago. 

The FoYV, Green Party, Sierra Club activists, 
Mariposans for Environmentally Responsible Growth 
(MERG), outraged local residents and David Brower 
convened at protests during winter 1999-2000 over 
the destruction in the Merced Canyon. This was soon 


This is how they "save" ancient black oaks and the bat that 
roosts in them. This well is supposed to be dug around the 
base to “save" the tree from the fill which has been dumped 
on the formerly rich habitat slope. A sad joke which would not 
save the tree in any case. The tree which was marked to be 
saved has been bashed to smithereens by heavy equipment. 


followed by an all-out lawsuit to stop the destruction. 
Although 1 1 sensitive species of bats, peregrine fal- 
cons, rare insects, yews and rare oaks, all in a rare 
pristine canyon were being destroyed, and even 
though the river was "protected" under the WSRA, 
the judge failed to grasp the enormity of it. A restrain- 
ing order was denied. The destruction accelerated. 
The government was caught in an outrageous situa- 
tion with no excuse, trying to outrun the law. 

The law caught up. A handful of activists and a 
relentless legal battle ended in the summer of 1999. 
The judge stopped the last quarter of the project, 
declaring it illegal on all main points, and put the 
Interior Department under a decree: "Prepare a plan 
to protect and enhance the entire Merced drainage, 
in compliance with WSRA." No other development 
plans are to be considered until this happens. WSRA 
seems to put an absolute stop to new development, 
and pushes restoration. The beginning of a new day 
in Yosemite, right? 

It's not over. Vast profits are at stake. The Draft RMP 
was released January 4. 
Yosemite, pressured by Bab- 
bitt, has forced this crucial 
three-year plan into four 
months. Clinton, Gore and 
Babbitt want a massive re-de- 
velopment plan for Yosemite 
nailed down before they leave 
office. National environmen- 
tal groups are fronting, espe- 
cially the Wilderness Society, 
and have praised the lodge, 
cheered the road and slammed 
activists repeatedly in the press. 
In the compressed time frame, 
no new scientific study was 
conducted. Outrageously, nar- 
rower protective corridors are 
being gerrymandered to add 
and not lose hotels and devel- 
opment. They even created 
"special" zones to allow enor- 
mous parking areas in a pris- 
tine part of the valley near El 
Cap Meadow. The signs are 
ominous: one-quarter billion 
public dollars are still trying to 
breed with plans to completely 
re-develop Yosemite Valley 
into a new upscale resort. We 
need your help! Mark your cal- 
endars, tell friends, newslet- 
ters and radio about the public 
comment from January 7- 
March 17. Send comments to the Yosemite National 
Park, attn: Merced River Plan, POB 577, Yosemite, CA 
95389; (209) 372-0456 (fax); yose_pianning@ups.gov; 
www.nps.gov/yose/planning. 

For more information contact Friends of Yosemite 
Valley, POB 702, Yosemite CA, 95389; (209) 379- 
9337; yojo@batnet.com and gregadair@aol.com; 
www.yosemitevalley.org 


Wolves & Poodles 



A big glossy picture of a wolf to Time magazine. The December 20 
issue of Time named the campaign to protect British Columbia's Great 
Bear Rainforest the number one environmental issue on the 
planet for 1999. "You don't have to be a conserva- 
tionist to know trees that have stood tall for 
centuries should not be cut down to make paper 
and bookshelves," wrote Time. 

A rat, mouse, rabbit, cat, monkey, dog and 
wolf to Yossi Sarid, Israeli Minister of Educa- 
tion, who recently banned all animal experi- 
mentation, including dissection, in all Israeli 
schools. L'chayim. 

A stumbling, beer-soaked wolf to unknown 
perpetrators who dropped a high voltage power 
transmission tower outside of Bend, Oregon, on 
December 30. Police found beer cans and other 
drunk sign and believe the crime was carried out by 
partiers. Cheers. 


An incompetent bungling poodle to Treasury Department lawyers who 
"accidentally" shredded 162 boxes of documents about government leases on 
Native American reservations. The boxes contained evidence that the Treasury 
Department hid money it owed tribes for grazing, mining and logging leases on 
Native land. Come on guys, recycle at least. 

A really bitter poodle to all the dumb-asses who convinced us civilization 
was going to collapse from Y2K problems at the stroke of midnight. Fuck you. 

A fur coat made of poodles to the Burlington Coat Factory, who was 
recently exposed by Dateline NBC for selling fur coats made out of domesti- 
cated dogs. Beats selling coats made of wolves. 

A spray-painted green poodle to Willamette Industries, who got"in- 
dependently certified" for their "sustainable forestry" 
by the Forest Stewardship Council (FSC). The FSC's 
certification standards were written by... guess who? 

The industry. 

A peroxide-blond poodle to our favorite poodle, 
the US Forest Service. The Freds are planning to 
switch their 15,000 vehicle fleet from the traditional 
Forest Service pea-green paint scheme to dumb, bor- 
ing white. What little character this rotten agency 
had is going the way of the buffalo. Plus, it'll be a lot 
harder to spot the bastards. 
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The Vme PoLitic 


An interview with Chellis Glendinning 


by Errol Schweizer 

Chellis Glendinning is an unusual person: a Euro- 
pean-American working for environmental justice. 
Hailing from a 40-year history of activism, she has 
participated in the civil rights, peace, feminist, 
ecology, antinuclear and indigenous rights move- 
ments. Author of the bold "Notes Towards a Neo- 
Luddite Manifesto," (Utne Reader, March 1990), she 
is a founding member, along with Kirkpatrick Sale, 
Vandana Shiva, Stephanie Mills and others, of the 
Washington DC-based Jacques Ellul Society. 
Glendinning is also a psychologist and the author of 
four books, including the hot-off-the-press Off the 
Map (An Expedition Deep into Imperialism, the Global 
Economy and Other Earthly Whereabouts). Others 
include My Name is Chellis and I'm in Recovery from 
Western Civilization and the Pulitzer Prize-nomi- 
nated When Technology Wounds. She lives in a 
Chicano land-based village in northern New Mexico. 

EFIJ: Please give us a little overview on the types 
of issues that you're working on in terms of envi- 
ronmentalism and sovereignty in the southwest- 
ern United States. 

CG: I'm interested in the land grant 
issue, and that means that I'm inter- 
ested in issues of sovereignty. We're 
living in a nation-state that was 
founded by a process of violence of 
oppression, conquering, take-over, 
colonization and consumption. The 
laws that we are operating under and 
the spaces we assume to be our home- 
lands are part and parcel of that his- 
tory. That can't be forgotten. Yet it is 
forgotten: Most people buy the myths 
of democracy, freedom and nation- 
hood in the United States. Thankfully, 
it's a tenet of the bioregional move- 
ment, Native rights movements and 
here in New Mexico, the land grant 
movement to break the empire down, 
to return to our place in watershed- 
based, sustainable communities. 

EFIJ: What do you mean by land 
grant? What is that movement about? 

CG: In 1848 the treaty of Guadalupe 
Hidalgo ended the Mexican-American 
War, which was basically a war of ag- 
gression. The US took over what became Califor- 
nia, Arizona, Texas, New Mexico and southern 
Colorado. We took over half of Mexico. 

Before that, the lands on these places had been 
divided into communal parcels among the Native 
and Spanish cultures. I say cultures because the 
people known as "Spanish" were in fact largely 
Mexican Indians who had been enslaved by the 
conquistadors, then mixed with local Native folks: 
Tewa, Keres, Dine, Apache. All the cultures were 
land-based and sustainable. For many, the land 
was divided into villages, often in the valley, and 
then there were the communal lands in the forests. 
Each land grant was just large enough to sustain a 
cluster of villages. So, things were operating much 
as visionaries in today's bioregional movement 
would like them to be. 

But the US government came in and stole the 
communal lands from the people. In the treaty the 
government had agreed to honor the land grants. 
By then they brought in their lawyers and survey- 
ors and the Court of Public Land Claims and just 
took it. For instance the Truchas Land Grant, 
which served the three villages of Chimayo, Truchas 
and Cordova, was originally 49,000 acres. After the 
official "survey," it suddenly was reduced to 7,000. 
Next, these lands became US government-owned 
"public lands" — Forest Service and Bureau of Land 
Management lands — to be used for whatever ac- 
tivities served, not the health of the land-based 
communities... You can see how clashes between 
conservationists and the indigenous communities 
could arise from such a confused set-up. To some 
environmentalists, public lands are a legal con- 
struction that can be used in the here and now to 
protect wilderness. 
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EFIJ: Do you think the land grants movement 
poses a threat to efforts to preserve public lands? 

CG: Some conservationists see the return of the 
land grants as a form of privatization of land. But 
I see it as a return to something that is more basic 
to the question of how humans can get off the 
global economy and behave as respectable, sus- 
tainable humans again: communal, watershed- 
based ownership of the land, nurtured from gen- 
eration to generation, where people are the partici- 
pants in the unfolding of the natural world. It's 
astounding to me the ecological knowledge I've 
encountered being around people from the vil- 
lages of northern New Mexico and its land grant 
communities. And their dedication to the health 
of the forests and rivers. 

EFIJ: How do you see the Zero Cut proposal 
posing problems for the communities that you 
work with? What kind of solution do you think 
would help? 

CG: Given the state of the planet, I think that 
Zero Cut is a really interesting politic. I've always 
admired it. Having lived in a land-based commu- 


nity where people know the forest, know the 
river, know their place and are willing to fight for 
it, I've come around to what I call "almost Zero 
Cut." I know that the Zero Cut activists find that 
idea to be a travesty, as if I was a clearcutting 
corporate manager myself: But I'm in favor of 
softening Zero Cut to accommodate indigenous 
peoples with prior claim to the land who are 
practicing sustainable forestry in the interests of 
their communal survival. 

EFIJ: In your book, My Name is Chellis and I'm in 
Recovery from Western Civilization, you refer to this 
notion of recovering from unsustainability. How 
can non land-based peoples recover from mass 
technological civilization? What can we learn from 
land-based peoples? 

CG: Human beings literally evolved in unmedi- 
ated participation with the natural world. We 
came to be who we are, not in a city, not sur- 
rounded by concrete or in a room, but in nature. 
In essence, we are as natural as a deer or a pine 
tree, and this realization I think offers a launching 
place for remaking our reunion with the natural 
world. You know that in Native languages there is 
no word for "wilderness" or "wild." The separa- 
tion of human from nature is an artifact of West- 
ern urban-based thought. So, we begin with know- 
ing we are not a cancer on the planet, but rather its 
sons and its daughters. 

And then we move to survival. Living in a land- 
based community we have learned that the basis of 
relationship between human and nature begins 
with food. All legitimate human culture originates 
with the process of finding, growing, preparing 
and sharing food. In my village people hunt for 
their meat, they fish for dinner, grow their own 


corn, chile and squash, dig the irrigation ditch to 
support their growing and expand the riparian 
habitat into the desert. I know that in the cities 
people go to conferences to hash over every little 
aspect of the spiritual experience of being in na- 
ture. But here, where people live sustainably, our 
place on this planet does not appear to be so 
esoteric. It's not something you need to grasp for or 
be bewildered by. When your food and culture and 
the meaning of your life come from the Earth, 
gratitude to Creation, connectedness with life and 
humility before death are so intrinsic, you don't 
even have to talk about them. 

EFIJ: How can such ideas become a praxis in a 
place like New York City? Is it possible? 

CG: Cities are unsustainable by nature and 
unecological by definition. But there is indeed 
something archetypal about cities, and herein I 
think we can discover the enthusiasm and defen- 
siveness that many people bring to their place in 
urban life. It goes back to the fact that when we 
lived as gatherer-hunters, we would roam around 
in bands of 40 or 50 people. But every summer 
there would be a grand gathering 
that would last maybe a month, and 
everybody would come together to 
form a temporary "city." A lot of 
wonderful, exciting things would 
take place. People would meet their 
lovers, trade things they'd made or 
found, and there would be games 
and competitions and storytelling. 
But it was temporary and therefore 
sustainable. Like so many things in 
mass technological society, the urge 
people have for cities is right-on, but 
truncated from its original source. 

So how do we deal with this. I think 
we address it, individually and in our 
communities, by becoming as locally- 
based as we can. Tea is the ultimate 
§. food of the empire: Pick herbs in- 
| stead. Grow sprouts. Preserve. Restore, 
g Trade. Think of ways to get off the 
| corporate economy. Farmers' mar- 
| kets are important. In Havana, Cuba, 
where sustainability is no luxury, 
every apartment has its own garden. 
In Oakland, California, inner-city 
folks are experimenting with growing enough food 
for a family of four in a cast-off bureau drawer. 

This urge to sustainability brings me to what I 
call pure politic. This is a politic that reflects what 
is really, truly happening to us at this late-stage of 
global capitalism-racist imperialism-patriarchy — 
you know — this system that is encroaching upon 
every person's life, every community's survival, 
every forest's health. A pure politic confronts the 
predicament directly. One reason I like living in 
New Mexico is that it's still a world of pure politic. 
The multinational comes in to do copper mining, 
and the people rise up and say, "You can't mine 
here. This is where we get our clay to make our 
pots. We're going to declare war on you!" 

The Luddites were engaged in a pure politic. 
They were protecting their sustainable village life. 
As soon as the colonies have been conquered, the 
capitalization has been amassed, the factory has 
gone up, the mass technologies are in place and 
you're a wage-slave, you have a secondary politic, 
a catch-up politic. Such efforts are important for 
the sake of peoples' lives and ecologies. But they're 
removed from the original source of injustice. 
You've already lost the land, your community has 
already been decimated, the environmental degra- 
dation has already been wrecked. I feel that if we 
can negotiate a pure politic, then we have the basis 
for a vision. People who have the capacity to live 
sustainably on this Earth, you know. But as long as 
we are fighting against a stoplight or where exactly 
the Walmart will be situated, we're pretty far re- 
moved from what the real issues are about. Our job 
is to understand what we are fighting for: We're 
fighting to be people loving the Earth and living 
upon it the way we were meant to be. 



Chellis Glendinning and friends 



Dineh Elders Speak About 
February Eviction Deadline 


by Black Mesa Indigenous Support 

The New Year began with the first 
major snowstorm of the season. No 
precipitation had fallen for over 100 
days, and everyone welcomed the 
moisture that the snow brought, cru- 
cial to the health and vitality of the 
people's flocks of sheep and goats, 
particularly during the winter and 
spring lambing season. The roads were 
nonetheless difficult to drive on, and 
subzero windchills humbled all. 

Whilst the passing of Y2K proved 
relatively calm and nothing like the 
apocalypse many expected, the people 
of Black Mesa are facing the "final" 
threatening forced-relocation deadline. 
February 1, 2000 is the date when all 
Dineh (Navajo) living on the so-called 
"Hopi Partition Land" (HPL) who didn't 
sign the Accommodation Agreement 
are subject to unconditional removal 
from ancestral homelands at the hands 
of federal and tribal agents. 

On January 5, 2000, a public an- 
nouncement issued by Navajo Nation 
president Kelsey Begaye, Hopi Tribal 
Council (HTC) chairman Wayne Tay- 
lor, Jr., US Attorney for Arizona Jose 
dejesus Rivera and Christopher Bavasi, 
mayor of Flagstaff and director of the 
Office of Navajo and Hopi Indian Re- 
location, stated that no forced evic- 
tions would take place on February 1; 
while the HTC could legally evict the 
Dineh as of February 1, they've pledged 
to allow the case to run through fed- 
eral courts. Since resistors have al- 
ready been subjected to periodic ha- 
rassment by HTC and Bureau of In- 
dian Affairs officials for many years, 
February 1 could very easily usher in a 
new phase of intensified pressure 
against them that may persist for 
months or years. 

Regardless of the untrustworthiness 
of bureaucrats, families facing reloca- 
tion refuse to leave their ancestral home- 
land. February 1 will not change their 
beliefs; it is simply another tactic initi- 
ated by the government to erode the 
strength and morale of resistors. The 
foil ing are statements from resisting 
Din< Elders given to Big Mountain 
Indigeneous Support (BMIS) volunteers 
during a fact-finding expedition to the 
Traditionals' homes in early January. 

Kee Watchman: "For those coming 
it may be expected that the BIA, Hopi 
Tribe and state police will put up road 
blockades, as they have done in the 
past (during the annual spring gather- 
ings and Sun Dances). Bring video 
equipment please. People here are ex- 
pecting a good show! Go through the 
(BMIS) support group before coming. " 

Roberta Blackgoat: "We have no 
choice. Everything is out of our pock- 
ets. Emptying ourselves. Digging our 
Mother Earth, killing, making weap- 
ons. Money is also part of Mother's 
precious body and now turning around 
and trying to kill her. Now children 
are not respectful. 

(They) wanted to get rid of all these 
human beings; to take (Mother Earth's) 
hearts, intestines, which (we're) sup- 
posed to be living on. 

This is how it's been set by Indians' 
prayers; taken care of by Indians' Holy 
Songs and this is not being respected. 
Visitors not respecting this. This has 
to be stopped! We need our children 


to respect the Earth. Write to congres- 
sional leaders in Washington and call 
them too. Their hearts have to be 
touched. I hear McCain is running for 
president. Not good! To be stopped! 
Also, Hopi say they will do nothing 
but people do not believe it. 

The Creator has sent us here to take 
care of the land. If they want us to 
leave then sue the Creator first}." 

Pauline Whitesinger: "I have no for- 
mal education to move to the city, to 
pay bills. Here is simple life, I need no 
money to live here... 

We borrow this land from Mother 
Earth. Nobody on Earth can say it's 
their land. Father Sky is looking at us 
saying we shouldn't be saying 'this is 
our land.' 

Nobody on Earth can say it's their 
land! Father Sky is looking at us saying 
we shouldn't be saying that this is our 
land. They have no right impounding 
(livestock) because I told them not to 
come over to my house or to even 
come to the top of the hill to look at 
my house or 'even to write to me. 

What do they want? We just borrow 
(the Land) and live here." 

Glenna Begay: "We the Navajos have 
been living here for generations and 
generations and the bad things that 
are going on are really going on! What's 
the real reason we are being threat- 
ened? My ancestors lived here. I was 
born and raised here... peace and quiet! 
The land was beautiful at that time. 

We (once) had rain and snow. Now, 
we don't have snow. 

Everything we live in belongs to us. 
House... animals. Why do the Hopi 
and BIA impound? We are not doing 
anything. They are the ones doing 
things. 

It's been 21 years the land disputes 
been going on. That's too long. And 
that 75-year lease they added on — I ask 
'why?' Are they going to be threaten- 
ing people that long? We live here! The 
table is here; we eat here. They come 
here taking our food away from us. 
They take the animals. I want the whole 
thing to end so we can live a happy life. 
So we can live the way we used to when 
I was very young. 

It's good to apply pressure on McCain 
and all the others; the UN, too." 

Rena Babbitt-Lane: "There's a lot of 
pollution from Peabody Coal Mine 
and a lot of the people are sick from it. 

It's our land on this Mesa-they don't 
need to bother us. They cannot im- 
pound anymore. What they are doing 
to us is making us sick. There has been 
destruction of grave sites. They're 
crushing cement foundations of 
people's homes that have been aban- 
doned because of relocation. They are 
taking. It shows you how they are 
greedy. They're erasing all evidence of 
genocide. Two burials of our family 
were destroyed. They were torn down 
and taken away somewhere. 

Let them all come! Whoever can 
come, come! Supporters can put tents 
up at the roads for lookout." 

Louise Benally: "It's (the use of di- 
rect action) up to the people who have 
to live with it every day, and some 
Navajo are scared. Apply public pres- 
sure at all levels, churches, students — 
an uprising in the universities. 

November 30: In a vision there were 
possibly 1,000 teepees in the clouds in 


the East. Later that day the sun had 
horns, like buffaloes, meaning 'war.' 
It shows that the universe knows 
there's an imbalance. 

It's a global matter. Burning fossil 
fuel is depleting not only our culture 
but the planet too. People who went 
to Seattle we give high honors too 
because they stood up to... the beast. 
We felt we were there in spirit too. 
They (WTO) are disregarding the 
planet. This is a global issue; WTO is 
a big contributor." 

We can't guarantee shelter for ev- 
eryone. Know when coming here you 
are taking a 
risk in regards 
to shelter." 

L e t a 
O'Daniel: " I 
know support- 
ers have their 
own lives, and 
they put that 
aside to help 
with us here 
and I wanted to 
show my appre- 
ciation. Sitting 
down with me 
and even just 
talking helps a 
lot. Supporters 
are always welcome into my home. 
Civil disobedience is good. It shows 
the world that our ancestral lands are 
being taken away. I believe if there 
are supporters they're (BIA) going to 
hold back and wait for them to leave. 
They don't want to be on the news, in 
the media, because they don't want 
to be exposed like that. I really appre- 
ciate their support... 'If it wasn't for 
supporters, we'd be thrown out a long 
time ago'... as my mother Maryrose 
Bedoni has said. The BIA is supposed 
to be taking care of us but instead 
they're working against us. We bor- 
row this land from Mother Earth." 

The struggle will continue long af- 
ter this "deadline." Just as the Battle 
of Seattle opened the eyes of the 
world to the fact that the people can 
effect change, so the world will real- 
ize people can prevent the extermi- 
nation of indigenous peoples, cul- 
tures and ecosystems. 

If you plan to come in support act 
under the guidance of families! Self 
sufficiency is a must! BMIS has sup- 
porter packets including cultural sen- 
sitivity and outfitting/preparation in- 
formation. Communications/scan- 
ning equipment is a priority. 

There is concern throughout the 


land that if everyone shows only for 
January-February, the authorities will 
move in once support has waned — a 
strategy utilized in the past. It's sug- 
gested that support stagger in during 
the coming months. Remember, 
lambing season's busiest months are 
March through May. 

Demonstrations are being planned 
around the February deadline in Flag- 
staff, Phoenix and Tucson, Arizona. 
Demonstrations are encouraged in 
all other cities where relevant offices 
exist. Please consult our web page for 
more information. 


Off-land support: Plan demonstra- 
tions/direct action at key offices; of- 
fice/media/computer assistance (our 
office currently is two organizers' small 
bedroom); outreach/fundraising; let- 
ters/phone calls to key officials. 

On-land support: sheepherding and 
household help; homesteading and 
construction work; auto repair and 
maintenance; permaculture projects; 
fence-building; BI A/tribal ranger moni- 
toring, human rights; transportation; 
medical, video and communications 
support; 

Prospective supporters are re- 
quested to contact BMIS first. Rides 
to and from the land available. Gas 
money ($40) and supporter packets 
are mandatory; no housing accom- 
modations available in Flagstaff, Ari- 
zona. Stay posted for updates, his- 
torical information, etc. We have all 
the necessary information for con- 
tacting appropriate public officials. 
The world is watching ! 

For more information, Black Mesa 
Indigenous Support, POB 23501, Flag- 
staff, AZ 86002; (520) 773-8086; 
granmonta@hotmail.com; 
www.blackmesais.org. 

This is a nonviolent effort! No weap- 
ons, alcohol or drugs! 


Happy Birthday to logging on National Forests 

One hundred years ago last month, logging on the first timber sale on national 
forest land began in the Black Hills, near Nemo, South Dakota. In the century 
that's past since this historic event, over five billion-board-feet of old-growth 
yellowbarkpines have been ripped from the land sacred to the Lakota people and 
converted to decking, railroad ties and two-by-fours. Almost all of the forest that 
functioned as an old-growth ecosystem has been destroyed, replaced by monoc- 
ulture tree farms ravaged by insects, disease outbreaks and catastrophic forest 
fires in the tightly packed stands. The forest of 100 years ago was dominated by 
two-foot diameter pines containing 1000 to 2000 board feet of saw timber per 
tree. The average tree today is eight to 10 inches in diameter and produces little 
more than 70 board feet. This publicly owned forest has sold for as little as $5 
per thousand board feet for most of the past century. Every day, an average of 
100 acres of national forest land in the Black Hills is "highgraded" — the largest 
remaining trees removed. 

The tragedy of the Black Hills is mirrored in the national forests across the 
country, where less than five percent of the original native forest cover remains. 
A century of unsustainable logging ("management" in US Forest Service 
parlance) has left a legacy of denuded hillsides, dirty drinking water, endangered 
and extinct species, and dependent human communities. Every year the Forest 
Service logging program costs the taxpayers more than $ 1 . 5 billion in below cost 
timber sales. Hundreds of timber sales continue to be logged. 
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EF! in solidarity with resistors during a 1997 deadline. 




GE Activists take on frsaksuiriis 


by Bioengineering Action Network 

On October 26, 1999, two institu- 
tions near Seattle practicing genetic 
mutilation of trees were dealt a blow 
by anti-biotech foresters. Genetically 
engineered (GE) poplar trees were 
trampled, a greenhouse and saplings 
destroyed, and captive squirrels re- 
leased. One week earlier, "The WTO 
Welcome Committee" euthanized 
hundreds of fruit trees at Okanagan 
Biotechnology Inc. (OBI) in 
Summerland, British Columbia, 
where mad scientists are working to 
develop genetically modified variet- 
ies of tree fruits that will be more 
attractive to consumers and more 
profitable to retailers. This highly 
necessary research amounts to pro- 
ducing fruit that will not turn brown 
once it is cut. 

Nighttime lumberjacks, calling 
themselves "Reclaim the Genes," 
chopped, broke and stomped 500 trees 
and seedlings on tree breeding com- 
pany, Silvagen, Inc.'s test plots at the 
University of British Columbia, caus- 
ing an estimated $250,000 worth of 
damage and wiping out five years of 
research. The company reports that it 
will have to start the project all over 
again if the Forests Ministry (collabo- 
rator in their breeding program) wishes 
to continue the research. Four days 
later, the "Genetix Goblins" trashed 
1,000 assorted conifer saplings at 
Western Forest Products in Saanich, 
British Columbia. 

- What was once a mildly expressed 
disdain for the replacement of native 
forests with monoculture tree planta- 
tions, has escalated to a campaign of 
preemptive attacks on a fast growing 
field of biotechnology that promises 
an entirely new type of monoculture — 
genetically improved and engineered 
trees. Don't forget — trees are consid- 
ered as much of a crop as potatoes and 
soybeans. And j ust like their vegetable 
counterparts, the risks of genetic pol- 
lution and toxicity to wildlife pose a 
real threat to. But the personal respon- 
sibility revolution has completely 
missed the scientific community. One 
Oregon State University tree geneticist 
announced at a biotech conference 
last year, "Those issues (genetic pollu- 
tion, etc.) are not of concern to hard 
science — they are to be determined by 
public policy." When's the last time 
the US Department of Agriculture 
asked you how they should imple- 
ment new technologies? The USDA is 
actually a full fledged supporter of new 
genetic technologies and is cooperat- 
ing with industry in forestry research 
stations around the country to bring 
these frankentrees to market. With an 
agenda as heinous as theirs (Animal 
Damage Control, US Forest Service, end- 
less meat and dairy industry subsidies, 
GE crop regulation, the development of 
the "Terminator" genes) is it really 
any surprise? 

Scientists believe GE forestry will not 
only boost forestry and reduce pollu- 
tion but will also mark the beginning of 
a new era when forest trees can follow 
animals and crops in becoming more 
fully domesticated. 

Unlike many food crops which have 
been hybridized beyond recognition, 
the plantation tree species being geneti- 
cally "improved" and field tested by 
unique collaborations between the tim- 
ber industry and govemment/university 
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researchers are still fairly close to their 
wild relatives. This makes the problem 
of cross-pollination with wilcf species 
an even greater risk. While hybrid veg- 
etables and tree monocultures wreak 
plenty of havoc on native prairie and 
forest ecosystems, the powerful force of 
wildness has been known to reclaim 
colonized areas in time. But as any ecolo- 
gist will predict, genetic pollution from 
GE plantation monocrops threaten the 
stability of native ecosystems in a com- 
pletely unpredictable and potentially 
permanent way. 

Tree geneticists working on the pop- 
lar family (cottonwoods and aspens) 
at Oregon State University wrote in 
their 1994-95 report: "Unlike crops 
such as maize, which cannot spread in 
the wild, poplars have undergone little 
domestication and can thus spread 
and establish readily. Both male and 
female gametes can disperse large dis- 
tances, the latter by water as well as 
wind transport. Transgenes and 
transgenics could thereby readily 
introgress into wild populations with 
possible ecological impacts." 

Governments have tried to appease 
the concern by setting limits beyond 
which a crop cannot cross-pollinate 
safely. If this is a reality for vegetable 
crops, then trees, whose seeds and pol- 
len are distributed by wind, insects, 
birds and animals, can potentially cross- 
pollinate with native forests hundreds 
of miles away. Researchers are trying to 
avoid this problem by creating 
cottonless cottonwoods and allowing 
GE tree field trials of only young, pre- 
pollinating trees. "Terminator" sterile 
seed trees are being proposed as another 
possible solution. The development of 
such mutant species could amount to 
a bio-colonialization with frightening 
implications. 

The list of ecological risks posed by GE 
trees is long. Tolerance to herbicides 
such as Monsanto's Round-Up would 
ensure higher doses of the toxic weed 
killer in plantations, where the delicate 
balance of age and species diversity is 
simply not attainable or even desirable. 
In native forests where the resistant trait 
may have cross-pollinated, such herbi- 
cides could eventually provoke 
"superweeds" that choke undergrowth 
and compete for nutrients. 

Insecticidal genes such as Bt (Bacillus 
thuringiensis) are intended to maintain 
productivity in pest ridden plantations, 
but scientists fear quick adaptation to 
the toxins could threaten the complex 
interactions between insects and plants 
and render the tree's novel defenses 
useless. Researchers have already found 
Bt cotton decomposes faster, thereby 
releasing nutrients to soil micro-organ- 
isms more quickly than ordinary leaves. 
External alterations such as fast rotting 
leaves could have tremendous impact 
on the forest floor ecosystem. 

While decades of selective planta- 
tion breeding have already produced 
fast-growing trees, industry seeks to 
speed up the breeding process with GE 
growth acceleration and control of flow- 
ering. This could easily lead to an even 
faster depletion of nutrients and water 
than occurs in conventional tree farms, 
notto mention the suppression of other 
younger species and understory should 
these mutants escape to natural forests. 
Where heavily irrigated plantations (i.e. 
eucalyptus) have turned the soil salty, 
salt tolerance is a possibility. Similarly, 
bioremediating genes for nitrogen fix- 


ing and uptake of heavy metal 
contamination will help industrial 
polluters continue to profit off their 
bio-disasters. 

Lignin alteration is a favorite in 
GE forestry, as it increases yield and 
growth rate, and subsequently al- 
lows the pulp and paper industry to 
avoid environmental laws and cut 
costs associated with the lignin-re- 
moval process. This is a commonly 
heralded "environmental aim" of 
<jE forestry, yet like all such ma- 
nipulations of natural processes, it 
comes with an ecological price. Sci- 
entists report that lignin reduces 
digestibility of plants by herbivores, 
which could adversely affect feed- 
ing and population growth rates of 
leaf and tree eaters. The chemical 
also slows leaf and wood decompo- 
sition, thereby threatening soil 
structure and fertility. 

The development of GE tree fruits 
such as apples, pears and plums is 
truly frightening. Citrus fruits are 
the target of a scientific program to 
neutralize the bitter liminoids that 
lower the quality and value of com- 
mercial juices. But these substances 
are essential to the tree's defenses 
against insects and are also known 
to possess some anti-cancer proper- 
ties. Delayed ripening is another 
popular trait for fruit and has already 
been used experimentally on grapes, 
berries and tomatoes, as well as com- 
mercially on melons. An especially 
disturbing trend is the development 
of tree fruit engineered with vaccines 
to provide medications to the poor 
and undernourished — another ex- 
cuse to avoid the social causes of 
poverty and disease. 

The socio-economic implications of 
GE forestry are huge as well. This is 
especially true in Southern countries 
where forest-based cultures are more 
directly impacted by increased pro- 
duction and bio-colonialism. Tropical 
fruit plantation economies will be 
dragged further into the dead-end de- 
velopment model invoked by the green 
revolution rather than re-establishing 
sustainable community-based au- 
tonomy. Do you think it's a coinci- 
dence that sugar cane, coffee, bananas, 
papaya, kiwifruit and cocoa are all re- 
ceiving huge research grants to im- 
prove and alter varieties that have lost 
their ability to adapt to plantation ste- 
rility? Planned obsolescence doesn't 
just apply to computers! 

For obvious reasons, the international 
timber industry is all over GE. Already, 
a $ 60-million research partnership has 
been forged among Monsanto, Fletcher- 
Challenge, International Paper and 
Westvaco to produce higher-yielding 
and more uniform GE trees. 

International Paper is planting GE 
eucalyptus in Chiapas. A Canadian tree 
breeding company, Silvagen, Inc., the 
American company InterLink and the 
Chile Foundation, recently formed 
GenFor, Inc., a new multinational com- 
pany devoted to producing transgenic 
plants resistant to insects and fungi, 
with greater wood production, as well 
as improving the process of pulp and 
paper production. 

Industry-university collaborations are 
leading the way in GE tree research. 
ForBio Inc., an Australian forest biotech 
company, recently established its first 
US branch on the North Carolina State 
University campus. ForBio and 



Sorry for your loss.... 

Monsanto entered into a joint agree- 
ment in 1998, creating the Indonesian 
company Monfori Nusantra, which 
has developed a robot to automate 
tree cloning. 

The poplar family is seen as ideal for 
genetic engineering, due to its small, 
simple genome. Research at University 
of Washington and Oregon State Uni- 
versity is rapidly bringing these species 
toward the commercial market. Round- 
Up Ready (engineered with herbicide 
resistance) and Bt (engineered with an 
insecticidal bacteria) cottonwoods are 
currently undergoing large-scale in- 
dustrial plantation trials on Potlatch 
Corporation land in eastern Oregon. 
This experimental project is a result of 
Oregon State University's renowned Tree 
Genetic Engineering Research Coopera- 
tive (TGERC). TGERC members include 
Alberta Pacific, Boise Cascade, Electric 
Power Research Institute (EPRI), Georgia 
Pacific, International Paper, James River, 
MacMillan Bloedel, Potlatch, Shell, 
Union Camp, US Department of Energy 
(DOE), Westvaco and Weyerhaeuser. 

Patent applications have been filed 
on the transgenic (mostly low lig- 
nin) aspen, with prominent research 
collaborations between Iowa State 
University and Nippon Paper com- 
pany. Michigan Tech is negotiating 
GE aspen licensing agreements with 
an unnamed major wood-products 
corporation. 

Researchers at North Carolina State 
University are mapping the genome of 
the loblolly pine, as part of the USDA 
Plant Genome Project. Information 
gleaned from the mapping will enable 
plant scientists to determine which 
genes control various traits, such as 
disease and drought resistance, growth 
rate and wood strength among others, 
leading to "improved" breeding and 
genetic enhancement. 

And just about every other tree seems 
to be barreling through the research pipe- 
line almond, walnut, chestnut, birch, 
scots pine, white spmce, sweetgum, larch, 
sandalwood, black spmce, pines and elm 
are currently undergoing some kind of 
genetic mutilation. Luckily, and unlike 
most GE crops, the majority of GE trees 
are not yet commercialized. Convincing 
investors that GE forestry is an unsound 
investment seems like a strategy with 
infinite possibilities. 

For more information contact Bioengi- 
neering Action Network at POB 11703, 
Eugene, Oregon 97440; (541) 302-5020; 
ban@tao.ca; www.tao.ca/-ban. 
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A HOW-TO GLIDE FOR THE SHY GARDEMER 


by Nighttime Gardeners 

The following primer was put together to in- 
struct folks coming to the WTO on the finer points 
of nightime gardening. For a complete how-to 
guide and to give us your input please email us at 
nighttimegardeners@angelfire.com or visit 
www.tao.ca/-ban. 

Evening attire for the nighttime gardener 

Gardening is a very dirty job. For the least hassle, 
wear a complete set of old clothes that can be 
discarded easily. Don't be cheap, and don't be 
afraid to waste perfectly good gear. Throw stuff 
away or you'll go to jail. Black evening attire is 
best for shy gardeners. 

A forensic scientist can tell roughly where you've 
been from the dirt and soil that you pick up on your 
travels. Say, for instance, you've been gardening at 
a Monsanto test site of GE corn. The traces of earth 
will be upon you, as will traces of plant life, such as 
pollen that you may have brushed against. 

On soft surfaces such as mud, earth, dog shit, etc., 
shoe impressions will be left behind. These impres- 
sions can be traced back to a particular pair of 
shoes. Shoes will also pick up traces of oil, glass, etc. 
Throw away your shoes. 

Gardening just after a spraying of RoundUp, 
Liberty or other toxic herbicides may pose a 
grave threat to the health-conscious gardener. 
Gore-Tex or rubber rain gear (easily stolen from 
Wal-Mart), medical masks, and chemical-protec- 
tive gloves may be necessary. 

The best time to go 

The best gardening time for the shy gardener is 
obviously at night; the new moon is better than 
when it is full. For the most part you have two 
choices. Early a.m. is quite dead, but remember 
how long the job will take. Starting earlier in the 
evening will give you more of an excuse to be out. 
Agricultural areas or neighborhood garden plots 
can be a busy place as farmers usually get an early 
start on the day, sometimes before dawn. At these 
hours a light of any sort will draw attention. Cover 
flashlights with blue or red saran wrap, tinted tape, 
or a gel to mute stark white light. 

Bear in mind that a hard rain will wash away most 
traces and provide visual and audio cover. 

Reconnaissance is imperative. Make sure the gar- 
den is right for you. There may be security. There 
may also be cameras at university test sites/green- 
houses or biotech corporation sites. For the main 
part, these cameras serve to deter potential "gar- 
deners," and instill a healthy sense of paranoia. 
Those who are careful stay free! 

How to spot your crop 

The timing of your harvest is important if you 
want to actually sabotage their research and cause 
economic damage. Acting too early could allow 
them to replant; acting too late could harvest 
their crop for them! Harvesting just before flow- 
ering prevents the mutant genes from escaping 
through the plant's pollen, and if you can't get it 
by then, you can cut down the plant before the 
seeds are fully developed. Don't just harvest the 
beans or corn cob either, harvest the whole plant 
from the stems, or better yet, pull it right up out 
of the ground. 

It's important to research what you are targeting 
and who. Considering how pervasive commercial 
GE crops are, it's a good idea to target research, both 
at universities and corporate facilities (is there re- 
ally any difference?). Industry collaborates with 
local farmers to grow seed and test varieties in their 
fields, often in return for advertising their more 
impressive trials with big signs plugging the com- 
pany and the variety. The basic reality is that 
commercial GE crops cover 20 million acres of 
American farmland. Attacking random commer- 
cial fields is simply not strategic, especially when 
there are so many better research targets. If a re- 
search project is "nipped in the bud," so to speak, 
it may never make it to the commercial market! 


The nighttime gardener's toolbox Getting in and out 

The tools you'll use for gardening will vary, but Insertion and egress of the site is often the most 
for some crops you won't need any at all. Your risky aspect of nighttime excursions. If you need 

hands in good work gloves (fingerprints can be to use a vehicle, it's worth parking away from your 

lifted from anything these days) will do just fine, target and walking in, as tires leave distinctive 

Night gardeners have had success with rolling their marks and can accumulate soils that are easily 

bodies over the crops as well, but this may only identified. Leave someone with your vehicle, as 

bend certain crops at certain ages, instead of dam- there can be unexpected people about, and make 

aging them beyond repair. Some GE crops (like sure the driver has a reason to be where s/he is. A 

older trees) are nearly impossible to take out with- pair of people making out can be a good excuse, 

out tools. Some people like to use saws, scythes, Better yet, have a driver who can quickly pick you 

machetes, hoes, shears or other tools, but it's really up when you're done. 

A drop-off may look suspicious in a residential 
or other heavily used area. Therefore, it may be 
appropriate to have two different pick-up and 
drop-off points, and alternate sites in case access is 
cut off in one place. It is also essential to plan an 
emergency pickup time and place where a crew 
can run to and hide all night if the heat is on. 

When you're waiting by the road for a car, you 
can't make out what kind of vehicle it is until the 
last second because of the headlight glare. One 
technique is to leave some distinctive marker, 
such as a bag of trash (not yours) or a can at a 
certain place by the road. When the driver comes 
_ by, if the marker is no longer there, s/he knows to 
pull over and pick up the crew. Another method is 
for the driver to flash a turn signal during the 
approach if there is clearly no place a regular 
vehicle would turn, that way the crew can identify 
them. Some gardeners communicate with radios 
(for all tools and equipment: no fingerprints, 
remove serial numbers and buy discreetly with 
cash from another town). Remember when you 
get home to vacuum and clean the whole car. Get 
rid of your directions, too! 

What to do when you get there 

Most sites can be gardened quite happily with 
1 two to four gardeners. The actual work could 
° take an hour, or all night. For larger sites you 
| may need many gardeners, but it's harder to 
q avoid detection in larger numbers. Remember, a 
I well-placed sheet over a camera can have a 
§ rather numbing effect on their security. A well- 
placed kick or spray paint shot over the lens can 
do the same. 

a personal preference. Think simple and stream- The goal is to destroy the plants. You will either 
lined. Ever try to carry a machete over barbed have to snap them off at the stem, or pull them apart 

wire? Not easy! They can sometimes be too much after they are uprooted. At a release site in East 

trouble, too time consuming or difficult to part Anglia England, sugar beet was uprooted and left 
with after gardening. One group reported that a lying on the site. It was later replanted by the farmer 

long metal pole pushed across one or two rows of (and later still, dug up by concerned gardeners and 

corn (dubbed the "California Corn Cutter") removed from the site). In 1987, the Strawberry 

worked well for quick, convenient and energy- Liberation Front in the US pulled up a crop of 
efficient gardening. Be creative. Practice before- strawberries that were to be sprayed with ice-minus 
hand if you are using any fancy methods. bacteria. For the photo opportunity the next day, 

Bolt cutters are good for getting through locked the scientist placed the strawberries back in the 

gates or into greenhouses. Another technique for holes from which they'd been pulled, 
gaining access into glass greenhouses is to duct Remember, the test sites are experiments (with 
tape a square one could crawl through, and then our future). If your aim is to disrupt misguided 
punch it in. The tape will muffle the sound of experiemtns, destroying 50-75 percent of the re- 
breaking glass by absorbing the blow and will search plants will call into question any data col- 
also keep the glass from scattering all over the lected. It will also disrupt the experiment if all the 
ground. Paramedics use hand-held, spring-loaded markers and identification tags are scattered or 
punches to break glass on car windows that work removed. Make the garden messy, and it is less 
very well. Corrugated plastic greenhouses can be likely to be considered salvageable. Scattering bags 
cut with a sharp knife. and bags of organic or non GE seeds can also ruin 

Another tool for some crop rows is a strong a test site and spread a little bit of consciousness as 
board with holes in both ends through which a well. A good idea is to scatter seed in the beginning 
rope is strung. The board is placed on the ground, of the season and not issue a communique about it 
and then the gardener puts a foot on top of it and until a month later. By that time, your seeds have 
lifts up the rope to a comfortable waist height, wrought havoc on the GE varieties and the integ- 
The gardener can go step by step stomping down rity of the experiment. 

the crop and avoid stooping or kneeling on the Don't forget to target irrigation equipment, green- 

ground, which can get very tiring. houses and the like. Groups like Reclaim Seeds and 

If you do use tools, make sure they are cleaned the Future Farmers have sabotaged thousands of 
of all fingerprints before taken them onto the site, dollars of this sort of equipment in different ac- 
A good way to clear up those pesky fingerprints is tions. It is suggested that computers, data files, 
with warm, soapy water. In a time crunch, exten- clipboards with research information and other 
sive rubbing with cloth can work. But remember documentation should be removed for our own 
to be thorough. Don't forget anything even the research, or quietly destroyed, 
batteries inside a flashlight have been touched, Send information aboutyour actions to POB 3992, 

and you wouldn't want to drop anything while San Diego, CA 92163; (619) 584-6462; 528-1449 
you were out and about! . (fax); jeffrey@towardsfreedom.com. 
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Sickle-wielding GE saboteur 
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Rainforest Wood!" (This 
is a very conservative es- 
timate.) They came at us 
with two helicopters 
whirling above while nine 
Task Force officers 
stormed the roof without 
a warrant and arrested 
three of us who were 
painting at the time. 
Down below, plain 
clothed detectives and 
police awaited. 

Norm Siegal of the 
American Civil Liberties 
Union and Ron Kuby, a 
criminal attorney and ra- 
dio personality, are 
fighting for us and 
everyone's Constitu- 
tional rights in this case. 
Charges and counter 
charges are still pending. 
Incidentally, a similar 
occurrence happened 
two months ago when 
four of us were arrested 



One-hundred pound banner that reads: Don't Buy Into 
Consumerism! Spare the Earth. 


by Tim Doody 

December 4, 1999: One hundred and 
fifty feet in the air, the billboard out- 
side New York City's Lincoln Tunnel 
demands consumption with lights and 
revolving slats. One side reads, "Honk 
if you love digital." The lower right 
corner registers the perpetual count- 
down to Christmas. 

Shop 'til you drop. Shop 'til 
Indonesia's sweatshops grind small 
children to death. Shop 'til wilderness 
is plundered, the Earth's blood is sucked 
by mechanized mosquitoes and all the 
landfills swell and burst. Shop 'til you 
can fill those cracks in community and 
seal them with holiday cheer. Shop 'til 
we all drop. 

4:00 a.m: Three harnessed climbers 
begin the assent to the billboard's top, 
carrying a 1 00-pound bundle. They work 
diligently despite an unexpected down- 
pour. Amidst blue lips and chattering 
teeth, they huddle together against the 
cold, biting wind, watching as the pass- 
ing pre-dawn squall unfurls a rainbow 
off to the west. 

11:00 a.m: Saturday's shoppers grind 
to a gridlocked halt — bumper to bumper 
and lanes thick. The billboard tells this 
captive audience what to buy — tells 
them to buy. Suddenly, a massive 100 
by 30-foot banner is edged down by the 
climbers. In bold letters, the banner 
says, "Don't Buy into Consumerism! 
Spare the Earth from Overconsump- 
tion!" The persons claiming responsi- 
bility for the action call themselves 
"People of Earth." 

People of Earth gathered several weeks 
earlier to launch a movement unabash- 
edly calling for a return to a tribal way of 
life. We look to hunter-gatherers as the 


only human societies that ever lived 
sustainably on Earth; we demand that 
humans give up dominion. 

Thousands of years ago some folks 
decided that we should not rely on 
Earth's gifts. They wanted complete 
control. So they cleared some space, 
and began to domesticate animals and 
plants. All this control required so much 
labor that freedom would not suffice. 
They needed someone to guard the 
grain, someone to clear more space, 
someone to eliminate all competition. 

To this day we are still clearing space 
without any sense of checks and bal- 
ances. We still do not have enough. 
Under our current paradigm, we will 
never have enough. 

11:15 a.m: The police arrive in blue 
swarms with blazing lights. The police 
also want to control. From 150 feet in 
the air, they are only as big as a thumb- 
nail. It's hard to gain control when 
you're only as big as a thumbnail. 
Even their loudest shouts can barely 
reach the climbers' ears. They keep 
pouring into the parking lot: Port 
Authority Emergency Services, pre- 
cinct cops, ambulances, Fire and Res- 
cue, a local fire department. Even our 
old friends from NYPD "Intelligence" 
are here, photographing us by heli- 
copter and ground. We are on the New 
Jersey side of the tunnel and out of 
their jurisdiction, but they pay no 
mind to rules and regulations. 

We've got a case pending in court 
against them. New York Intel was in- 
volved in arresting us about a month 
ago for painting a large piece of cloth on 
a rooftop even though we had permis- 
sion from the building's tenants. The 
message, in plain view read, "100 Spe- 
.cies Extinct Each Day! Don't Buy 


for being in a public 
space of a commercial building. 

Wind gently sways the billboard's 
foundation. Fists raise and horns honk 
as the folks on the highway give their 
excited approval. Maybe some even 
began to stretch, yawn and wake up 
from their millennia slumber. 

Later, the climbers lower a rope and 
hoist up a police radio for negotiations. 

4:00 p.m: After an 11 hour siege, we 
come down to the rattle of handcuffs 
wielded by angry officers. 

Days later: The Mistletoe Three were 
released from the violent Hudson 
County Correctional Facilities on 
$5,000 bail per person. Allegedly they 


caused thousands of dollars in dam- 
age to the mechanical billboard. We 
can only guess at the outcome of the 
case as NYC Intel seems to be working 
behind the scenes to help push this 
New Jersey case against us. 

To correspond with a re-emerging 
tribal culture and the various peoples 
already involved, contact People of 
Earth, c/o Joan Roney, 304 E. 83rd Street 
#4D, New York City, NY 10028; 
timdogl8@hotmail.com. We could use 
your financial support. Send checks or 
money orders made out to Rainforest 
Relief to People of Earth, c/o Rainforest 
Relief, POB 150566, Brooklyn, NY 1 1216. 


Nevada Sagebrush JRebeeekw 


by Anne Martin 

It all started with a heavy spring runoff in 1995 
that blew out a mile-and-a-half section of the 
South Canyon Road leading to the edge of the 
Jarbridge Wilderness on the Humboldt-Toiyabe 
National Forest in northeastern Nevada, near the 
town of Jarbridge. 

Elko County attempted to rebuild the road along 
the Jarbridge River in 1998, but the work was 
halted by the Nevada Di- 
vision of Environmental 
Protection. Following a 
federal bull trout listing 
in August 1998, the For- 
est Service decided not 
to rebuild the road be- 
cause continued erosion 
threatened the fish. Since 
then, local residents have 
been protesting the 
agency's decision. 

This is one of those 
rare instances when the 
Forest Service has been 
on the same side as the conservation community, 
upholding the law to protect endangered species 
without giving in to local control advocates de- 
spite hostile treatment. 

Two studies have been done to determine the 
impact of the road on Jarbridge River bull trout. 
Both studies determined that the road would be 
detrimental. Despite this, outraged county resi- 
dents, lead by Nevada Assemblyman John Carpen- 
ter (R-Elko), organized a volunteer party to rebuild 
the road. The Forest Service chose not to send their 
law enforcement personnel due to concerns that 
violence would ensue. On October 9, as volunteers 
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were beginning to convene on the road, US District 
Judge Hagen ordered a temporary restraining order 
(due to public pressure), naming three defendants, 
including Carpenter. Judge Hagen's order prohib- 
ited any type of repair along the road. 

On November 13, following the federal temporary 
injunction to stop the vigilante reconstruction of the 
South Canyon Road, Representative Helen 
Chenoweth-Hage (R-ID), Chair of the House Re- 
sources Subcommittee 
on Forests and Forest 
Health and Representa- 
tive Jim Gibbons (R-NV) 
held a congressional 
hearing in Elko. With 
only one conservation- 
^ ist asked to speak on be- 
| half of the bull trout, this 
-S’ hearing was an attempt 
| to continue to foster 
| anti-government fervor 
I and mistrust by appeas- 
ing a vocal minority. 
Nevada conservation 
groups argue that this hearing helped to escalate 
hostility against the Forest Service for maintaining its 
position to not reconstruct the road. 

Unfortunately, the actions by Elko County led 
Gloria Flora, the respected Supervisor of the 
Humboldt-Toiyabe National Forest, to resign at 
the beginning of January in protest of hostility 
toward and harassment of federal employees. As 
the supervisor of the largest national forest in the 
lower 48, the loss of her presence in Nevada will be 
felt. Stating in a letter to her employees that she 
resigned in protest of an "anti-federal fervor" in 
Nevada, she also stated that, "officials at all levels 


of government in Nevada participate in this irre- 
sponsible fed-bashing." 

With 87 percent of the land in Nevada being 
publicly owned, increased public land protections 
have awakened the anti-government sentiment and 
sagebrush rebellion mentality. We have seen bomb- 
ing attempts and threats of violence and intimida- 
tion toward federal employees in Nevada. 

The attitude of defiance toward public land 
laws continues in Elko County. Local residents 
still insist that the South Canyon Road must be 
rebuilt. The Las Vegas Sun has strongly opposed 
the road rebellion in Elko County. The Reno Ga- 
zette-Journal opined that local residents were go- 
ing beyond civil disobedience. "It is a civil war, an 
active refusal to obey-federal laws designed to 
protect the environment, simply because they 
come from the despised federal government." 

Jim Hurst, a sawmill owner from Eureka, Montana, 
recently announced an effort to ship up to 10,000 
shovels to Elko to show support for re-opening the 
flood-damaged road. The road cannot be rebuilt by 
hand. The flood blew out a bridge and would require 
major equipment. If they were to do the work legally, 
it would require a Clean Water Act Section 404 water 
quality permit from the Corps of Engineers in order to 
place material in the flood plain. 

At the time of the temporary injunction, Judge 
Hagen required that all of the parties involved 
participate in an arbitration hearing. A search has 
begun for arbitrators. There is also a lawsuit pend- 
ing against Elko County for illegal attempts to 
reconstruct the road. The Forest Service is still 
strongly opposed to reconstruction and intends 
to create a trail to allow public access to the 
wilderness boundary. 

For more information contact Anne Martin, Ne- 
vada organizer for American Lands Alliance, 3135 
Industrial Rd., Suite 223, Las Vegas, NV 89109; 702- 
650-6542; annem@americanlands.org. 



The rebuilt road collapsing into the Jarbridge River. 


photo by Tim Patrick 




The Corps of Engineers Fights the Flow of the Mississippi Delta 


by Big Cat 

In the Mississippi Delta, an entire watershed is in 
danger of destruction. The US Army Corps of Engi- 
neers stands ready to proceed with a $62 million 
flood control project that will dredge 130 miles of 
the Little Sunflower River. A second part of the 
project will create a pump at the lower end of the 
Yazoo River to pump floodwaters from the area at a 
taxpayer cost of over $119 million. All for the 
benefit of a few farmers who have to make no 
financial contribution to this project. 

Little Sunflower/Yazoo Country 

The Mississippi Delta is one of the US's most 
historic regions. Thousands of people visit this 
famous area for its unique cultural and recre- 
ational opportunities. Its landscape is a rich 
alluvial plain extending from Memphis, Ten- 
nessee to Vicksburg, Mississippi that receives 
fertile soil from the seasonal flooding of the 
Mississippi River and its tributaries. Most of its 
hardwood forests and swamps have been cleared 
for farmland, but the lower end of the delta 
above Vicksburg contains the remnants of what 
had been some of America's wildest country. 

The lower delta is home to a complex of some 
of the South's finest and most overlooked public 
lands: the Yazoo and Panther Swamp National 
Wildlife Refuges and the Delta National Forest. 

These lands contain a diverse mixture of bot- 
tomland hardwoods — bald cypress, tupelo gum, ash, 
locust and several species of hickories and oaks. Some 
of the greatest populations of migratory waterfowl in 
North America rely on this area's bayous for their 
winter passage south. Deer, alligator, bobcat and per- 
haps some remaining black panthers and black bear 
make this region their home. The waters of the Yazoo, 
Little Sunflower and Big Sunflower Rivers wind their 
way through before flowing into the Mississippi. 

The Corps of Engineers' Pork Barrel 

What has always kept this part of the Delta forested 
has been the extreme lowness of its terrain. As one 
local put it, people never referred to the yearly over- 
flow of water as a "flood," but simply as "high water." 
The swelling of the bayous was an accepted part of the 
landscape. In the past, it made common sense for 
cotton farmers to leave the bottom of these lands 


alone. But in recent years, farmers have begun to 
plant these areas. This has led to the current flood 
control proposals by the Army Corps of Engineers. 
Other interests, such as the powerful Delta Council 
and local levee boards, have added to the pressure. 
Federal law requires that local governments pick 
up 35 percent of the tab for federal public works 
projects. Yet Senator Thad Cochran managed to 
attach a rider to a 1996 budget bill that exempted 
locals on the pump project. 


One Problem Starts Another 

To keep seasonal floodwaters from the Mississippi 
River from backing up the Yazoo, levees have been 
built over the ytfars, keeping Mississippi waters out on 
three sides. Unfortunately, this mixture of levee build- 
ing, dredging, clearing and channeling has had the 
unintended effect of keeping delta runoff in. This is 
the purpose of the proposed pump at Steele Bayou, to 
force the water out of the lower delta at a rate of 14,000 
cubic-feet-per-second. 

This project depends on the upstream dredging of 
the Little Sunflower River, which the Corps explains 
would provide adequate flow for the pumping. The 
Little Sunflower is one of the waterways in the area 
to escape most of the river control mania of this 
century. Besides its recreational and wildlife quali- 
ties, the river has some of the richest mussel beds to 
be found anywhere. 


In dredging the river, hundreds of acres of wet- 
lands would be destroyed. In the- portions of the 
river where the Corps will dredge with a dragline, 
the riverbank will be cleared for 150 feet on one 
side. The history of dredging also shows a likeli- 
hood of collapsed riverbanks and the very strong 
possibility of making flooding worse. Another pos- 
sible side effect would be that years of DDT runoff 
would be stirred from the bottom, further endan- 
gering wildlife downstream. 

There has been opposition to this project from 
a variety of sources. The US Fish and Wildlife 
Service has urged the Corps and farmers to 
consider alternatives, such as wetlands restora- 
tion, land purchase and growing hardwood 
timber instead of soybeans in the bottom areas. 
Several engineers have doubted that this project 
will ever work. The Mississippi River is untamable, 
and the solutions proposed by the Corps will do 
little and probably make matters worse. 

The Corps of Engineers needs to be budged 
to bringing an end to its pork spending men- 
tality. It has seen earthmoving as a solution 
to things for long enough. It needs to hear 
the voices of citizens. Congress must hear 
citizen input. The Sierra Club has a lawsuit 
against the project in Mississippi State Courts. 
In a separate case, the National Wildlife Fed- 
eration is planning to appeal a recent federal 
court decision to allow the dredging. 

The Mississippi Deptartment of Environmental 
Quality has the power to issue or deny a clean 
water permit to allow the dredging project to go 
ahead. Let them know of your opposition. On the 
federal level, contact the EPA and let them know 
how the dredging would stir up a century's worth 
of pesticide residues. There is no need for this 
public works proposal. The Little Sunflower and its 
forests need to be protected as the remnants of the 
Delta's wild country. 

You can contact the US Army Corps of Engineers, 
Attn. CEMVK-PR-Y, 4155 Clay St., Viksburg, MS 
39810; or the Environmental Protection Agency, 
Federal Center, 100 Alabama St. SW, Atlanta, GA 
30303; and Senator Thad Cochran, 1 88 E. Capitol St., 
Suite 614, Jackson, MS 39201. 

For more information, contact Mississippi Sierra 
Club, POB 4335, Jackson, MS 39296;(601) 352-1026. 



Eviction at Minnehaha 



by Jim Anderson and Marshall Law 

On December 11 the Minnesota De- 
partment of Transportation, with sup- 
port from the State Highway Patrol and 
the Minneapolis Police Department, 
moved forward with their plans to re- 
move the Four Oaks Spiritual Encamp- 
ment, to kill the four sacred oaks and to 
desecrate Mother Earth. All this de- 
struction to prepare the way for their 
unneeded reroute of Highway 55. 

At 10:30 p.m. on December 10 the 
camp received several tips that the 
state troopers would be gathering at 
5:00 a.m. to stage the raid at 7:00 the 
next morning. Several helicopters with 
infrared sensors hovered over camp 
around 11:00 p.m. Immediately, the 
emergency phone tree was activated 
and the media contacted. Consistent 
with their inability to tell the truth, 
the Department of Transportation 
(DOT), had promised us that they 
would be contacting the media to en- 
sure that the raid would be handled 
differently than the December 20th, 
1998 raid in which 802 state troopers, 
cops and sniper units pepper sprayed 
and tortured nonviolent activists al- 
ready in custody and destroyed sacred 
items including a ceremonial drum of 
the American Indian Movement. At 
around 5:00 a.m. the media told us 


that they had heard nothing, so many 
people became skeptical that anything 
would happen. 

At 4:15 a.m., mobile security units 
of our encampment spotted the state 
troopers gathering a mile south of 
camp at a DOT storage yard by the 
airport. Word of this build up was 
relayed back to camp. We called the 
media again, and they promised they 
would arrive soon. People had- been 
filtering in to camp all night and soon 
a gigantic bonfire was raging. 

At around 6:00 a.m. people began 
to prepare themselves ceremonially 
by smudging with sage and circling 
around the four sacred oaks. At 7:05 
a.m. a lookout, high in an oak tree 
shouted to the people around the 
trees, "They're coming," and around 
the hill came four unmarked white 
rented trucks with their lights off. 
Immediately following the trucks was 
a long line of trooper vehicles, and 
from the north end of camp the Min- 
neapolis Police Department began to 
set up a cordon around the entire 
woods and camp. 

Captain Kevin Kitridge approached 
the 70 or so people gathered in prayer 
around the four sacred oaks, and was 
told that we were in ceremony arid 
that the ceremony should not be 
interrupted. Kitridge was informed 


that we would be singing two more 
songs on the drum and that the sa- 
cred chanupa would be smoked by 
the entire circle. He was obviously 
taken off guard, but he agreed to let 
us finish the'ceremony, but asked us 
if there was "some kind of problem, " 
because we were taking so long. We 
were in ceremony before the troop- 
ers arrived and not everyone wanted 
to get arrested, so Kitridge said that 
people who did not want to get ar- 
rested could go west outside of the 
police cordon when the ceremony 
was completed. Those who remained 
would be arrested. 

Thirty-three people were carried 


Police surrounding the ceremony 

away that morning, and immedi- 
ately the camp was destroyed by their 
bulldozers. Later that day the four 
sacred oaks were killed by one man 
with a chainsaw. 

We are still fighting to save Camp 
Coldwater Spring that has flowed for 
over 9,000 years. It is medicine to our 
people, and should be sacred to all. 
We need your help and prayers now 
more than ever. All of our elders have 
told the truth about this sacred water, 
and we cannot let it be destroyed for 
commuters convenience. 

For more information contact the 
Mendota Mdewakanton Dakota Com- 
munity Office; (651) 452-4141 
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ringue for Moore 

8 p.m. on December ,14, Dr. 
ick Moore, the co-founder of 
•npeace and current industry 
ogist, was awarded a pie by the 
a Cruz Biotic Baking Brigade 
BB). This is his second taste of an 


' in the face. He is oppos- 
to the land-use code that 


otect county residents from the 
al dangers and environmental 
rtion associated with logging 
Santa Cruz Mountains, 
irdingito Agent Sequoia Benry 
SCBBB, "Dr. Moore is a prime 
late for a tactical pastry. His 
s m defense of the British 
ibian timber industry are riau- 
f. He calls them science-based, 
90 pe re e„,o«.hei, log- 




SI 

line with the timber industry and tlM 

has been such a lemon for the envi- 
ronmental movement. The pie was 

cally, 8 punching Agent SequoiaVrry 
before leaving the building. Sequoia 
Berry Was restrained by an unidenti- 
fied man and then was kindly asked to 
leave by a woman who appeared to 
work for the Board of Supervisors. 

According to Dr. Moore, "Not one 
species has gone extinct as a result of 
logging." He has also stated that, 
"Clearcuts are temporary meadows." 

Plowshares bleed on 

, . 


iwshan 


Deplete. 


s the environment 


mutated since the 1940s (about 
000 tons), leftovers of the 


nuclear industry. The government 
has been looking for a use for this 
radioactive waste to reduce storage 
difficulties and costs. Depleted ura- 
nium has physical properties that 
are useful to the military so it is used 
in the bombs on the planes targeted 
by the Plowshares. " 

For more information, contact 
Swords to Plowshares, 99S Market, 
San Francisco, CA 94103 or Military 
Project, 471 Main Street, 2nd Floor, 
Lewiston, ME 04240; mtp@igc.org. 


West Pa 



Standing up against December's violence in Timika 


by Amunggut Tabi, TPN/OPM 

On January 1 one of the Indonesian 
national newspapers, Kompas Online 
reported the following: "President KH 
Abdulrahman Wahid (Gus Dur) agreed 
to change the name Irian Jaya to Papua. 
This agreement is not because of pres- 
sures from anyone, but it is because the 
name was manipulated in Arab lan- 
guage, which means naked." 

This is a second step forward shown 
by Mr. Wahid since the previous 
week when he released all 64 Free 
Papua Movement (OPM) political 
prisoners from West Papua. Over the 
past 35 years, there has been a bloody 
war waged by the Indonesian mili- 
tary on the people and environment 
of West Papua. 

The history of the Melanesians (West 
Papuans) in the western half of New 
Guinea island can be traced back to 
1511 when Spanish traders reached 
the island. The traders gave the name 
"New Guinea" to the island because 
the people looked to them similar to 
Guinea people in Africa. Afterwards, 
many peopl e from the West lived there, 
including Columbus. Christianity 
started officially in February 1558 when 
two German missionaries, Ottow and 
Geissler (known as the Apostles of 
Papuans), stepped on the New Guinea 
land and declared, "In the name of the 
Lord, we step on this land." 

The island's name changed to Dutch 
New Guinea in the late 1800s, after the 
Dutch declared its administrative role 
in the western half of the island. About 
the same time, Germany made the 
northern part of East New Guinea into 
its colony while Britain claimed the 
southern part. Both Germany and Brit- 
ain gave their colonies to Australia, 
and Papua New Guinea became a na- 
tion on September 15, 1975. 

The Republic of Indonesia was cre- 
ated in 1949 when the Netherlands 
granted independence to the colonised 
peoples of the former Dutch East Indies. 
West New Guinea, however, due to its 
distinct Melanesian population and 
cultural characteristics, was retained as 
a colony by the Dutch, and during the 
1950s the government prepared the 
territory for independence. Indonesian 
President Sukarno, meanwhile, consis- 
tently maintained his country's claim 
to all former territories of the Dutch, 
and when his demands were not met, 
armed conflict ensued in 1962. 

Under pressure from the United States 
to come to terms with Indonesia, the 
Dutch agreed to secret negotiations. In 
August 1962 an agreement was con- 


cluded in New York called the "New 
York Agreement" between the Nether- 
lands and Indonesia, under which the 
Dutch were to leave West New Guinea 
and transfer sovereignty to the United 
Nations Temporary Executive Author- 
ity (UNTEA) for a period of six years 
until a national vote to determine 
Papuan preference for independence 
or integration with Indonesia. Almost 
immediately, however, Indonesia took 
over the administration from UNTEA, 
and the’oppression of the West Papuan 
people intensified. 

A sham referendum called "The Act 
of Free Choice" was held in 1969, and 
the UN sanctioned a vote by 1025 
hand-picked electors, coerced into 
unanimously choosing to "remain with 
Indonesia." The UN representative sent 
to observe the election process pro- 
duced a report which outlined various 
serious violations of the New York 
Agreement. In spite of the "duly noted" 
report and testimonials from the press, 
the opposition of 15 countries and the 
cries for help and justice from the 
Papuans themselves, 

West Irian (as it was then 
known) was handed 
over to Indonesia in No- 
vember 1969. 

It was during the Cold 
War that the United 
States' politicians sup- 
ported the Indonesian 
takeover of West Papua. 

At the time, the US was 
at war with Vietnam, 
and realised it was los- 
ing. They didn't want 
communism to gain 
power anywhere else in 
the region, so they sup- 
ported anyone who 
could stop the communists. Hence their 
support of the Suharto regime's inva- 
sion of West Papua and East Timor. 
Also, with the Dutch in control, the 
USA had no access to the vast resources 
in West Papua. When Holland was 
preparing West Papua for indepen- 
dence, the US saw that this would still 
leave it under Dutch influence, so they 
supported Indonesia instead. 

Armed resistance to this oppression 
started in colonial times and can be 
traced back to the 1500s from a move- 
ment in Biak Island (off the north coast 
of West Papua) against foreign colo- 
nialism. The people of Biak have proven 
themselves a rebellious tribe to the 
colonial powers ever since. In April 
1964, a Biak gentleman called Penehas 
Awom formally declared an indepen- 
dent nation of West Papua. Since then, 


the armed struggle under the name of 
Organisasi Papua Merdeka (OPM — Free 
Papua Movement) started its fight. Up 
until now, it is really difficult for West 
Papuan people to draw a clear line 
between the people and the OPM; there 
is one mission: to get rid of Indonesia. 

Much of the struggle is rooted in the 
environmental exploitation of the is- 
land. New Guinea contains seven per- 
cent of the world's species of flora and 
| fauna, 22 percent of the world's lan- 
® guages and rich mineral resources such 
| as gold, copper, oil/gas, timber and 
| fisheries. It is now estimated that only 
| 75 to 80 percent of Irian Jaya's forests 
5 remain. The 1993 Bio-diversity Action 
Plan for Indonesia stated that over 90 
percent of the forest cover still remains. 

From the article "Irian Jaya Leads in 
Its Bio-diversity": "Irian Jaya still pro- 
vides a rare opportunity to apply the 
difficult environmental lessons we have 
learned... located in the western half of 
the Indonesian archipelago, is perhaps 
the biologically richest and most di- 
verse assemblage of the ecosystem in 
the tropical Pacific. In the towering 
treetops and tangles of vines, the sloth 
waits for the cover of night to dine on 
flowers and leaves. The forest also is 
home to a unique array of plant and 
animal species including birds of para- 
dise, birdwing butterflies, tree kanga- 
roos, cuscus, orchids, Araucaria trees 
and rhododendrons... a new calcula- 
tion indicates that Irian Jaya may have 
at least 20,000-25,000 species of vascu- 
lar plants... Furthermore, with at least 
164 species of mammals, 329 reptiles 
and amphibians, some 650 birds, about 
250 freshwater and 1,200 marine fishes, 
an estimated 1 50,000 insects and many 
hundreds of other freshwater and ma- 
rine invertebrates, the island contains 
nearly one half of Indonesia's total bio- 


diversity. As the country's last great 
rainforest wilderness, Irian Jaya pro- 
vides a critical opportunity and chal- 
lenge for planning sustainable devel- 
opment and conservation initiatives." 

Freeport MacMoRan, Inc. is the com- 
pany most responsible for the exploita- 
tion of the environment and people in 
West Papua since the 1960s. It has 
completed its first 50-year contract and 
has recently started a second 50-year 
contract (Phase II). Anglo-American Rio 
Tinto Zinc and AMRO Bank injected 
their shares to continue operations in 
the area. The US Secretary of State at 
the time of the invasion, Henry 
Kissinger, is now an executive of 
Freeport, earning hundreds of thou- 
sands of dollars each year. 

Other companies such as Shell and a 
few Asian companies are now active in 



Victim of the massacre in Timika in December 
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gas and oil exploitation in the area. 
Some operations are going on, and 
some have just started. Logging com- 
panies, owned by the army (TNI), are 
now clearing the forests very rapidly, 
and the destruction they have created 
is significant. Siemens (a German com- 
pany) and Mamberamo Pty Ltd. (Aus- 
tralian) are now starting to destroy the 
whole population of Mamebarmo by 
building a huge dam in the 
Mamberamo River. At least six tribes 
will be moved out of the area, and more 
than 5,000 new families will be relo- 
cated from overpopulated islands like 
Java and Bali to help "Indonesianize" 
West Papua. The dam will produce 
hydro-electric power for housing and 
for processing silver, gold and copper 
produced by mining operations in the 
Timika region. 

It is estimated that 30,000 West 
Papuans have died fighting for inde- 
pendence. A recent testimony to this 
occurred on May 8, 1996, when 22 
civilians and 15 alleged guerrillas 
were killed or disappeared by the 
Indonesian army aided by security 
forces employed by Freeport 
MacMoRan. Others were beaten, 
arrested, tortured and had their 
houses burned and gardens de- 
stroyed. The villagers were demon- 
strating against the expansion of 
Freeport's huge copper and gold 
mine in Tembagpura. The abuses 
are the latest in a history of bad 
relations between Freeport and the 
local Amungme people whose lands 
were appropriated when the mine 
commenced in 1967. Recently, the 
Indonesian government announced 
plans to relocate 2,000 people away 
from the mine area in an attempt to 
further lure British-Australian and 
American mining interests. Already, 
the Freeport MacMoRan consortium's 
operation dumps around 1 10,000 tons 
of mining waste into the Aykwa River 
every day. The river is biologically dead 
as are the trees on its banks. The 
Amungme, as a result of their reloca- 
tion to lowlands areas, have a high 
incidence of malaria, a disease that did 
not affect them in their original High- 
lands home. 

More recently, the brutality has ac- 
celerated. On December 2, three civil- 
ians were killed by the Indonesian mili- 
tary in Timika. Timika is the most 
troubled area, where military tanks and 
Indonesian special forces have been 
placed. This is where the giant copper 
and gold mining activities have been 
going on for the last 50 years. Before 
this, two people were killed in 
Manokwari during a peaceful demon- 
stration that led to rioting. 

In addition to the armed resistance, 
ongoing diplomatic effort has been 
made. The first effort in the 1960s 
failed because Indonesia won the game 
to invade West Papua with the support 
of the US and the UN. Another effort 
was made on February 26, 1999, when 
a team of 100 West Papuans went to 
Jakarta and met Mr. B.J. Habibie, the 
president of the Republic of Indonesia, 
to say a simple thing: "Give us back our 
independence that you robbed from 
our hands in 1969." They got no clear 
response to their demand. His reply 
was, "Go back and reflect on the de- 
mand, because the reply to the de- 
mand is not easy..." 


In the past few years, further viola- 
tions of the rights of the people have 
continued. For example, on May 9, 
1996, the TNI used a helicopter booked 
in the name of the International Com- 
mittee of Red Cross (ICRC) to kill more 
than 15 civilians and destroy villages 
and crops in Mapenduma. Women 
were raped and villagers were intimi- 
dated and tortured. Some disappeared. 
The British SAS (elite special military 
force) was believed to be involved in 
the incident together with the Dutch 
army. The SAS claims it was in an 
operation to release British hostages 
held by the OPM. The SAS gave mili- 
tary assistance, mercenaries and were 
even involved in the act of murder 
against innocent civilians. However, 
the SAS and ICRC have denied these 
allegations so far. 

The political map of Indonesia has 
been shaken by its economic crises and 
political turmoil since 1997. This led to 


the resignation of former military dic- 
tator General Suharto. The crises have 
become more uncontrollable and un- 
predictable under Habibie's presi- 
dency, as he allowed East Timor to 
practice their democratic self-deter- 
mination, that saw more than 80 per- 
cent in favour of independence. Since 
East Timor's independence, other 
provinces, including West Papua, have 
been in line to demand the same right 
to self-determination. 

In line with the progress and dy- 
namic of the political atmosphere in 
Indonesia in general and in West 
Papuan in particular. West Papua 
people abroad and international gov- 
ernments have stated their support for 
resolving the "unresolved land, people 
and nation." One of Australia's MPs 
stated in a press release held by the 
OPM that he supports re-examining 
the case of West Papua. 

At the same time, the West Papua 
People's Front in Holland held a peace- 
ful demonstration asking the Dutch 
and Indonesian governments to re- 
examine the Act of Free Choice and the 
New York Agreement. In response, the 
foreign minister of the Netherlands 
said at the end of last century, "The 
problem is an unfinished business." 

Meanwhile, another peaceful dem- 
onstration was held in Jakarta on No- 
vember 15, 1999, by hoisting the West 
Papuan flag in the House of Represen- 
tatives' building and submitting de- 
mands from the Papua Students Alli- 
ance. In response, Mr. Amin Rais, Chair- 
man of Indonesia People's Assembly, 
signed the demands and said he per- 
sonally, as a fellow human being, un- 
derstands the problems and the de- 
mands and he approved the demands 


as reasonable saying they need further 
discussions at the national level. There 
was also a rumour that the second 
president of Indonesia, General 
Suharto, had made several promises to 
previous Papuan leaders that he will 
give the chance for the people of West 
Papua to determine their future in a 
"democratic manner." He was quoted 
by one of the leaders, "I am morally 
responsible for your problems. I need 
to make sure that they are resolved." 

This atmosphere of unity in struggle 
was furthermore proved by a delega- 
tion that went to Jakarta in mid-De- 
cember. Led by its Chairman, Mr. 
Kaiway, People's Representatives from 
West Papua presented these demands: 
1) An international dialog as a follow- 
up to the national dialog between the 
Irian representatives and former presi- 
dent B.J. Habibie at the State Palace in 
February,- 2) The release of all Irianese 
[Papuan] political prisoners; 3) The 
Irian Jaya provincial and regency 
councils be allowed to hold a gen- 
eral session to channel the Irian 
people's demand for West Papuan 
independence; 4) The withdrawal 
of all military and police person- 
nel from the territory; 5) A thor- 
ough investigation into human 
rights 'violations from 1961 
through to 1999 in the territory; 
6) The recognition of a West 
Papuan state with Port Numbay 
(Jayapura) as its capital; and 7) 
The hoisting of United Nations, 
Indonesian and West Papuan flags 
as of May 2000 in the territory 
until a comprehensive solution to 
the problem is found. 

The struggle for West Papuan au- 
tonomy is rooted in the modern civi- 
lized world. Modern life is 
characterised by dependence on 
money. This is what tribal people do 
not like. Tribal people see money as 
Satan, as described in the Holy Scrip- 
tures of any religion . Once you become 
dependent on it, you cannot get rid of 
it; you will always need it, and you will 
never avoid wanting it. Without it you 
will die. Modern life is characterised by 
individualism; a nation consists of in- 
dividuals. Tribal life sees humans as 
social beings. One action is always taken 
by considering the whole society. It is 
not like modern society where only a 
group of people plan and act against 
common wills for the sake of their 
political and economic gaining. Hu- 
man beings are devalued in modern 
society when profits become the focus. 
This is one of the reasons why this 
world has started to die. 

There is a series of considerations 
that can be raised from the political 
tactics and steps of Jakarta. Is this Mr. 
Wahid's new millennium champagne 
to West Papua as a people, as a land and 
as a nation? Is this a genuine response 
to the demands from West Papua 
people?" If so, is this the price that 
Jakarta is supposed to pay to the 
Melanesian tribal peoples and their 
troubled lands, their robbed rights, their 
exploited resources and their violated 
integrity and dignity as human be- 
ings? If not, "Why?" 

For more information visit www.eco- 
action.org/opm/ or www.fpcn- 
global.org/. 

Amunggut Tabi is the spokesperson for 
the TPN/OPM in the jungle. 



West Papuan warrior 
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4,408 arrested at School 
of the Americas 

Calling for the shut down of the US 
Army School of the Americas (SOA), 
4,408 human rights activists were ar- 
rested November 21 when they 
crossed the line onto the Ft. Benning 
military base in protest of theschool’s 
long, bloody association with human 
rights atrocities and massacres 
throughout Latin America. The dem- 
onstration honored the six Jesuit 
priests, their housekeeper and her 
daughter on the 10th anniversary of 
their murder in El Salvador at the 
hands of SOA graduates. 

The line crossing action was led by 
a solemn procession of protesters in 
black mourning shrouds and white 
"death masks." They carried full-sized 
coffins and tiny, white, child-sized 
coffins to symbolize the thousands of 
men, women arid children killed and 
"disappeared" by graduates of the 
military training school. Thousands 
carried white wooden crosses bearing 
the names of SOA victims as the names 
of the victims of SOA violence were 
called aloud. Actor Martin Sheen and 
long-time peace activist and Catholic 
priest Daniel Berrigan led a wave of 
protesters across the line drawn on 
the pavement marking the entrance 
to the army post. 

The action was the culmination of 
a weekend of protest at the Ft. 
Benning military camp, which drew 
more than 12,000 people from 
around the country. 

This is the ninth 
tional advocacy 
has organized a mass 
in Ft. Benning. 

Actions to liberate 
Vieques 

Demonstrators, demanding that the 
US Navy leave the Puerto Rican island 
of Vieques, set up a permanent vigil in 
early December blocking the gates of 
Camp Garcia, the Navy’s main head- 
quarters on the island. The protesters 
locked the gates with chains and pad- 
locks. As of this writing the site is still 
occupied. 

On December 7, agroupof 10 Vieques 
supporters were arrested after forming 
a human chain to block the entrance to 
the United Nations (UN) headquarters 
in New York City. Those arrested in- 
cluded former world boxing champion 
Jose Chegui Torres and Father Luis Bar- 
rios, an Episcopal minister. 

A few days later, four protesters were 
arrested as they walked through a train- 
ing camp on Vieques. They had left 
one of the protest encampments in- 
side Navy land and were headed for 
the mam gate of Camp Garcia when 
they reportedly got lost. S lillll 1 ■" 

A group of about 65 Vieques cancer 
patients and property owners recently 
filed a $109 million suit against the 
Navy, charging they had been "ex- 
posed to toxic and hazardous sub- 
stances by the naval and aerial bom- 
bardment" on Vieques. The cancer 
rate on Vieques has been reported to 
be 26 percent higher than that of the 
rest of Puerto Rico. The class-action 
lawsuit was filed on the same day that 
two University of Georgia marine bi- 
ologists reported finding large num- 
bers of live or leaky bombs on the 
ocean floor off the Navy range, as well 
as two wrecked ships carrying nearly 
1,300 drams containing unidentified 
chemicals. The Navy recently con- 
firmed that it had used napalm and 
accidentally fired more than 250 can- 
non rounds tipped with depleted ura- 
nium on the range. 
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CEEEBRMION IN THE GEEN OF THE DOWNS 
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by Eanna Dowling 

An ancient woodland in Wicklow County, Ire- 
land, hosted a carnival celebration on January 2 that 
had nothing to do with millennial indulgence. Activ- 
ists and artists entertained supporters with music and 
stories. Families walked through the woods that had 
been declared closed to the public less than two 
weeks earlier by Sile De Valera, the Government 
Minister with responsibility for protecting natural 
heritage sites. Revered retired Irish folk singer Christy 
Moore sang at the campfire. 

The camp at the Glen of the Downs has been 
continuously occupied since the summer of 1997. 
Hundreds of people have stayed there and thou- 
sands more have visited or expressed their support. 
The campaign has caught the imagination of the 
Irish people. The Glen of the Downs ecosystem has 
been under threat since the late 1980s when the 
Wicklow County Council were granted European 
Union for money to widen the existing two-lane 
road linking Larne in northeast Ireland to Rosslare 
in the southeast. The Glen's steep sided quartz-filled 
valleys are home to beech, oak and ash-hazel wood- 
lands. Some say this is one of the last surviving stands 
of natural forest in Ireland. The threat to the Glen has 
become a potent symbol about the unprecedented 
economic growth in Ireland. Now established as a 
vibrant dynamic European growth centre, Ireland 
boasts the world's fastest growing economy. Unem- 
ployment dropped from 18 percent to six percent in 
six years and 28 percent of all USs' European invest- 
ment is in Ireland. 

Coming up to Christmas, activity in the Glen in- 
creased. Wicklow County Council made two raids on 
the woodland. On December 7 workers felled about 50 
trees — a beautiful ash grove at the entrance to the car 
park — before determined activists forced them to back 
off. Tree houses were occupied, lock-ons activated, 
tunnels shut from the inside. By nightfall more than 
60 activists were in the Glen, prepared to stay. 

Every morning brought the possibility of further 
felling. Defenses were strengthened and donations 


poured in. As the camp dwellers' resolve grew stron- 
ger, the legal team attempted to find a way to stop 
the felling. On December 9 they were refused a 
judicial review in the High Court. The following day 
the council's contract workers once again attempted 
to fell trees. This time they only managed to cut 
three before the activists' presence intimidated them 
sufficiently to back off. That night the legal team was 
granted an injunction to stop felling, and a High Court 
hearing was set for December 13. 



Looking into the trees at Glen of the Downs, circa 1998. 

The 


legal initiative was unsuccessful. The legal team 
sought to invoke the protection of the European 
Union Habitats Directive. The Glen of the Downs 
was listed by the State Heritage Service as Candi- 
date Special Area of Conservation (cSAC) — the des- 
ignation for land protected by the Habitats Direc- 
tive. The High Court judge ruled that the directive 
could only be invoked to protect the Glen if an 
application to protect the area was received on the 
same day it was designated! This in effect renders 


environmental legislation in Ireland — and through- 
out Europe — impotent. An earlier Supreme Court 
decision made it clear that the Glen's status as a 
National Nature Reserve — Ireland's first — would not 
protect it either. This ridiculous High Court decision 
was appealed to the Supreme Court which upheld it 
on December 21. On the winter solstice the highest 
court in Ireland ruled that legislation to protect the 
environment had no power. 

During Christmas week Minister Sile De Valera 
announced that the Glen was closed to the public on 
grounds of safety. She told the media that the activists 
had made the woodland dangerous to the public. She 
is responsible for ensuring the preservation of na- 
tional heritage and has abdicated that responsibility 
in favour of compliance with the government's eco- 
nomic-growth-at-all-costs policies. However, the clo- 
sure of the Glen was a media event — no physical 
presence attempted to enforce it, and the general 
public showed their disgust by turning up in droves. 

January 14 is the second anniversary of the first 
attempt by council workers to fell trees in the Glen 
of the Downs. Since January 14, 1998, activists 
have stopped four attempts to cut trees. Their case 
has been represented four times in the Supreme 
Court, and they have won a number of points in a 
High Court Judicial Review. The cost of the project 
has rocketed from Ir£18.5 million (circa $23 mil- 
lion) to Ir£ 35 million (circa $41 million). Sections 
of the pop media have championed the campaign — 
the "eco-warrior" label has been accepted as part of 
the national psyche. 

Although there are no legal obstacles to stop 
Wicklow Council workers from felling trees, the 
campaign is a huge success. It has drawn attention 
to a new generation of activists and highlighted 
serious problems in Irish national law and poli- 
tics. Most importantly, the trees are still standing 
and that damned motorway is still just a series of 
lines on an engineer's chart. 

For more information, cdntafct Earina Dowling, 
Brownstown Little, The Curragh, Co.Kildare, Ire- 
land; glenofthedowns@ ireland.com. 


Meheshwar Dam Re-Occupied 


In spite of heavy police protec- 
tion, Narmada Bachao Andolan 
(NBA) activists walked throughout 
the night and occupied the destruc- 
tive Maheshwar Dam site early in the 
morning on January 11 and stopped 
work. Nearly 4,000 affected people 
and activists captured the site. About 
1,500 people were prevented by the 
police from moving toward the dam. 

More than 1 , 500 people who were 
on dhama (sit-in) at the dam site 
were arrested by the Madhya Pradesh 
Police. Police misbehaved, beating 
some people inside the bus while 
taking them to the police station. 

Earlier in the momingas the people 
started dhama at the site with slo- 
gans and songs, the officials came 
prward to pursuade the activists to 
“thdraw their agitation. Talks went 
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fffere forcefully; arrested; 

For the past three years strong agi- 
nation has been going on against the 



11, 1998 that the dam was occupied 
for more than 20 days (see EF!J March- 
April 1998). That occupation led the 
Modhya Prodesh Government to set 
up a Task Force. After a 10 month 
study, the Task Force has recom- 
mended a comprehensive review of 
the Maheshwar Project to reassess its 
cost-benefit ratio and the viability 
1 m in i jiisifii ,i. ( 


and desirability of the project. How- 
ever, instead of acting on this recom- 
mendation, the government allowed 
the private company South Kumars 
to continue with the project, un- 
leashing repression on affected 
people. The occupiers are demand- 
ing complete a stop of work on the 
project and a comprehensive review 
as recommended by the Task Force. 

Although the project will have a 
proposed installed capacity of 400 
megawatts, the average amount used 
will be only 82 megawatts, and power 
production in the eight non-mon- 
soon months will be no more than 
one and one half hours a day. Yet the 
cost of power from this project will 
be prohibitively high. The project 
was privatized in 1994 and handed 
over to South Kumars and that com- 
pany has, even prior to the financial 
closure, inflated project costs five 
folds in the course of just five years. 

NBA, along with its vastnumberof 
supporters from the state and all over 
the country, warns the government 
that truth and reality cannot be sup- 
pressed through the repressive meth- 
ods of forceful arrests upon nonvio- 
lent agitators, and it will carry on 
strong agitation against the destruc : 
five Maheshwar Project. 

For more information contact In- 
ternational Rivers Network, 1847 Ber- 
keley Way, Berkeley, CA 94703; (510) 
848-1155; www.narmada.org. 


Burma Dams Must Be Stopped 


Plans to build giant dams on the 
Salween River in Burmamust be stopped. 
The planning has now reached a critical 
decision making stage, beyond which it 
will become ever more difficult to stop 
this nightmare project. 

The feasibility study for the larg- 
est dam, the Tasang (188 meters 
tall, 3,300 MW), has already been 
completed. It is believed that gov- 
ernments and financiers are now 
evaluating this study with a view to 
approve or reject it. The smaller 
Hutgyi Dam (37 meters tall, 300 
MW) is in pre-feasibility studies. 

Damming the Salween River would 
have extraordinarily harmful con- 
sequences. The nearly 600-foot-high 
Tasang will flood about 24 miles up 
the Salween River destroying miles of 
forest, killing wildlife and destroying 
natural habitat. Increased sedimen- 
tation downstream will kill fish, de- 
stroy mangrove estuaries, and change 
water temperatures, while still water 
will increase the risk of malaria in the 
area and have a drastic affect on ma- 
rine life. The damming will also force 
the eviction without compensation 
of tens of thousands of villagers. The 
construction of the dam has far- 
reaching implications as well. The 
dam and related infrastructure will 
require a huge work force which will 
inevitably lead to sewage problems, 
forest clearance and road construction 
at the dam site. 


The Salween runs through the heart- 
lands of indigenous peoples who have 
been suffering in what has been de- 
scribed as the longest continuously run- 
ning civil war in current history. 



On the shore of the Salween 


Some 1,400 villages have recently 
been forced from their lands in the 
context of a so-called anti-insurgency 
program. Many Karens and Karenni 
people are already living in refugee 
camps in Thailand, driven from their 
lands by previous military operations 
in projected flood and dam site areas. 

The dams will benefit few people 
other than those in the privileged busi- 
ness, bureaucratic and military circles. 
They will deepen the suffering of many 
who already have far more than their 
share of misery. We therefore request 
that you add your voices and written 
words to ours to try to stop these plans 
from advancing further. 

For more information contact 
Salween Watch at salwenwatch@ 
hotmail.com. 
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How the quest for Aluminum has corroded the Caribbean’s golden crown 


by Humble Anzan 

Since the late 1940s, the bauxite in- 
dustry in central Jamaica has clearly, 
undeniably and intentionally released 
and mismanaged mass quantities of 
environmentally destructive materials — 
all in the name of profit. 

Many internationally owned compa- 
nies operate significant mining and / 
or refining operations in Jamaica. A 
full third of the world's alumina (re- 
fined bauxite), a white powder which 
is the principle ingredient in making 
aluminum, comes from the hilly cen- 
tral region of Jamaica. 

Mandeville, approximately 50 miles 
northwest of Kingston, is at the very 
epicenter of thejamaican bauxite world. 
Its crowded marketplace is patronised 
by hundreds of locals; the employees 
work around the clock in the hazardous 
conditions of the refineries and mines. 
Paid the equivalent of only $50 to $75 
per week, these economically deprived 
people struggle to make ends meet in 
a country suffering from 40 percent 
unemployment. Internal ALPART 
documents clearly indicate that the 
environmental hygienist has recom- 
mended that "employees working in 
operations should, at minimum, wear 
a paper filter mask while on the plant 
site." Although provided, they are kept 
under lock and key and only a few 
employees have access to them. 

The oldest of the companies operat- 
ing in Jamaica is JAMALCAN, owned by 
Aluminum Canada of Quebec. It has 
contributed to the deforestation of hun- 
dreds of hillsides and created huge lakes 
of contaminated mud saturated with 
chemicals used in the refining process. 
Although JAMALCAN touts its dedica- 
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tion to the preservation of the natural 
environment, I uncovered documents 
that clearly show spills of hundreds of 
gallons of diesel fuel from storage tanks 
less than 500 yards from the Caribbean 
Sea at Port Esquivel! 

JAMALCAN has air quality moni- 
tors set-up around its Ewarton plant 
to record levels of toxic emissions, 
but the 40-year-old facility is a tick- 
ing time bomb. A 
technician has been 
measuring the levels 
of greenhouse gasses 
emitted by the plant. 

The emission levels re- 
corded since the time 
of installation three 
years ago have shown 
an annual increase. 

Pipes carrying super- 
heated waste water 
from a JAMALCAN 
plant to a collecting 
pool ruptured, creat- 
ing a never ending del- 
uge of scalding hot, di- 
luted caustic solution 
and water cascading 
through a nicely land- 
scaped and hand-manicured lawn 
area along the back road. Trees, 
grasses, insects, humans and eventu- 
ally low lying farmlands below the 
factory's hilltop vantage point were 
exposed to the liquid which is used 
in the process at nearly all of the 
alumina refining plants worldwide. 
It is mostly a solution of caustic soda 
(sodium hydroxide) and superheated 
water. The release of this solution 
directly into the ecosystem acts as a 
defoliating agent by "steaming" the 
plants like vegetables. 
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Curious as I am, I decided to look problem. Since the beginning of plant 
exactly where this run off was heading, operations in the late 1960s, ALPART 
I went to the plant to have a look hasdumpedl,400gallonsof equal parts 
around and discovered that the leak sulfuric acid and caustic soda daily into 
had been "repaired" by slowing (not the Glory Hole, a limestone cavern un- 
stopping) the flow. I could easily track der the plant's power generating sta- 
the flow as it descended the hillside tion. It is unknown to ALPART if this 
along the curb of the road, then into a acid is neutralised by the caustic soda or 
drain, down a ditch. I thought the ditch the limestone or if it is heading into the 
would lead to a containment pond, but water table. Environmental people fear 

that this could be a rather 
significant problem in the fu- 
ture. No plans are in the works 
to rectify this situation. 

Most disturbing to me, was 
my discovery that several 
hundred gallons of sulfuric 
acid was spilled by ALPART. 
Documents indicate that re- 
stricting access was the only 
treatment for the spill area. 
^ Due to costs, no efforts were 
| made to clean up, recover or. 
■? lessen the impact of the spill. 
| Actually, no one realised the 
| extent of the spill in gallons, 
| but when I asked how much 
3 it cost ALPART, the repre- 
sentative knew the dollar 

ALCAN bauxite mining near Manderville, Jamaica 
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rather it flovjed directly into a tributary 
of the Salt Island Creek, a direct feed 
into the Caribbean. 

The vast amount of chemicals (mil- 
lions of gallons of caustic soda alone) 
used in the alumina refining process 
is mind boggling. Lists indicate that 
the total number of chemicals are in 
the thousands. ALPART internal docu- 
ments indicate that the majority of 
these chemicals are flushed into the 
plant's sewer (for waste and storm 
water) and sent to the North Lake. 

ALPART admits to having a storage 


' amount lost. 

Our society has a love affair with 
improving things andstrivingfor higher 
profits. Lighter, faster and more eco- 
nomical operating costs for automo- 
biles, lighter aircraft and more conve- 
nient packaging have ied to more inva- 
sive and determined mining and refin- 
ing techniques for the aluminum in- 
dustry. Since the 1940s the industry has 
done everything in its power to capture 
the elusive white dust from the red dirt 
of Jamaica. Please help recycling efforts 
throughout the world. But more impor- 
tantly, stop using aluminum. 


Aiissies Still Defending Kakadu 


by Australia EF! 

The campaign to stop the Jabiluka uranium mine 
in Australia's Kakadu National Park has become a 
huge national issue. The granting of mining leases 
in the 1970s when the boundaries of Kakadu were 
drawn up were controversial in themselves, and the 
issue has been an emotional one since. 

Ranger uranium mine has been in operation for 
some time now, on a separate lease about 25 
kilometres from the Jabiluka site. The Jabiluka 
mineral lease lies within the land of the Mirrar 
people who are recognised as the traditional 
owners. Represented by Yvonne Margarula, the 
senior traditional owner, the Mirrar have fought 
the mine every step of the way. Yvonne's father 
gave permission for the mine in the late 70s after 
incredible pressure and promises of economic 
support for his community. None of this eco- 
nomic support was forthcoming and the people 
in Kakadu still live in appalling conditions. 

Energy Resources Australia (ERA) which 
bought the lease from Pan Continental planned 
to commence construction of the Jabiluka mine 
in 1998. A blockade camp was established within 
Kakadu and 17 kilometres from the lease site. Set 
up throughout the eight-month dry season in 
1998, the camp saw over 2,500 visitors. Regular 
buses from all major cities ran up to the camp 
throughout the year. Entry to the lease was pre- 
vented for several months using dragons and a 
constant presence of campaigners. There were 
constant actions after the dragons were removed, 
and over 500 people were arrested trespassing on 
the land including Yvonne Margarula (see EF!J 
August-September 1998). 


In addition to the blockade, huge demonstrations 
took place in cities all around Australia as people 
showed their support for the Mirrar and their anger 
toward ERA for mining in Kakadu. As well as contin- 
ued blockades of North Limited, the parent company 
of ERA, there have been successful corporate cam- 
paigns against businesses investing in North and ERA. 



Protester locked onto mining equipment 

The Mirrar have taken the campaign to an inter- 
national level. Kakadu is a designated world heri- 
tage site, both because of its natural beauty and its 
cultural heritage. The Australian government, led 
by Environment Minister Robert Hill, lobbied 
UNESCO not to list Kakadu as "in danger." This 
lobbying cost the Australian government mil- 
lions of dollars, showing how far they are pre- 
pared to go in support of big business. 

ERA has been planning to truck the extracted ore 
from the Jabiluka site to the Ranger mine to use the 
existing mill. This would further threaten the area 
with a 20 kilometre road through the heart of 


Kakadu and many sacred sites. 

The Northern Land Council, on behalf of the 
Mirrar, have announced there will be no discus- 
sion of the Jabiluka Mill Alternative between the 
Mirrar and ERA until January 2005, seriously chal- 
lenging the likelihood of completion at Jabiluka. It 
will cost ERA $ 150 million (Aus) to construct a mill 
at Jabiluka, a cost some suggest will be prohibitive 
to the project. Jabiluka has been condemned as an 
environmental and cultural disaster, but now ap- 
pears to be an economic disaster as well. 

The first phase of construction is completed, 
with surface facilities, excavation to the ore body 
and drill core samples recovered for geological 
excavation. But now if it is economically unviable 
perhaps ERA will abandon the project. Although 
it is too soon to celebrate, this is certainly heart- 
ening news after the disappointing result at 
UNESCO. The campaign is not over yet, but things 
are finally turning our way, and we're going to 
stop Jabiluka! 

There are two other new mines that have re- 
ceived government approval — Honeymoon and 
Beverley mines in South Australia. These mines 
will employ insitu leaching as the means of ex- 
tracting the ore. There is also a radioactive waste 
dump in South Australia proposed. All of these are 
on aboriginal land with no regard for their spiri- 
tual connection to the land or to their health. The 
nuclear cycle must be stopped here, at its very 
beginning. Lobby your government not to buy 
Australian uranium. 

For more information contact Friends of the 
Earth-Sydney, Suite 15,1 Floor, 104 Bathurst Street, 
Sydney, NSW, 2000; (61) 2-2673-6101, 2-9283- 
2005(fax); http://vic.jag.org.au/. 
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Javelina activists disrupt 
Mining Hall of Fame 

The American Mining Hall of , | 
Fame Awards were disrupted by 
the "Javelina" activists in response 
to Peabody Coal's mining activi- 
ties in Northern Arizona on tradi- 
tional Dineh (Navajo) and Hopi 
land. The banquet was held De- 
cember 4 to induct lrl Engelhardt, 
CEO of Peabody Group, into the 
Mining Hall of Fame. Attendees 
jeered and physically attacked the 
demonstrators during the protest 
which lasted only a matter of min- 
utes before security personal re- 
moved the banquet busters. 

A Javalina group member was 
handing out information when he 
was attacked by several banquet del- 
egates, knocked to the floor, and 
punched several times in the face 
and body. He was arrested and re- 
leased on his own recognizance 
while police ignored his requests to 
press charges regarding the violence. 

The action brings attention to 
the ongoing cultural and religious 
violations caused by Peabody's 
mining operations. As the mines 

S tinue to expand, more people 
have to be relocated. The group 
that. they felt it was inappro- 
te that someone with such a 
tarnished human rights and envi- 
ronmental record be inducted into 
the Hall of Fame. Approximately 
9,000 Dineh people have been 
forced from the traditional sacred 
lands they have occupied for cen- 
turies, to make' way for the mines. 

Peabody is also responsible for 
the destruction of over 2,400 ar- 
chaeological and burial sites and 
for using 61 percent of the water 
withdrawn annually from the deep 
water tables. 

Human rights and environmen- 
tal organizations worldwide have 
protested the continuation of the 
Black Mesa and Kayenta mining op- 
erations since 1972. 

Cows against Genetic 
Modification 

BOCM Pauls, a company which 
manufactures more animal feed than 
any other company in the UK and 
uses genetically modified (GM) in- 
gredients in most of its products, 
was the latest target for Newcastle- 
based anti-genetics group GeneNo! 
The company’s cattle feed mill at 
Chilton Industrial Estate, County 
Durham, was visited December 14 
by three cows who scaled two large 
grain silos and suspended a banner 
with the words "No GM Animal 
Feeds.” The rest of the herd remained 
on the ground holding banners read- 
ing, "We don't need animal feed!" 

It was only after 1 5 minutes a very 
irate security guard marched over to 
the group and forcibly removed a 
placard from a surprised cow before 
destroying it and calling the police. 

Having made its point, the herd 
soon decided it was time to leave 
but found themselves unable to get 
out of the gates, which had been 
padlocked. The police arrived, and 
there was some confusion when the 
cows claimed to have shut the fac- 
tory down. However, the gates were 
quickly unlocked by security guards 
(GeneNo! have decided not to press 
charges for false imprisonment), and 
the animals have returned to their 
organic green pastures. 

BOCM Pauls is one of the compa- 
nies involved in the contaminated 
animal feed scandal which led to 
the mad cow crisis. 



by Jason Tockman * 

The Office of Surface Mining (OSM) 
has finally curtailed virtually all sur- 
face coal mining on Ohio's Wayne 
National Forest and millions of acres 


made a "good faith effort to obtain all 
necessary permits" prior to the land 
comingunder federal protection. While 
the "Good Faith-All Permits" standard 
is the most stringent and protective 
ruling it is not without loopholes. The 


lowing: 1) Assures that almost two 
million families will be put at risk 
from the impacts of underground min- 
ing, including longwall mining, where 
all the coal is removed and the collapse 
of the surface is a certainty. Of the 


of other protected federal lands by 
developing a definition for the phrase 
"valid existing rights" (VER). The 
term's ambiguity had left the door 
open to interpretation, which has al- 
lowed companies like Belville Mining 
Company and Buckingham Coal 
Company to circumvent the protec- 
tions of the Surface Mining Control 
and Reclamation Act (SMCRA) of 
1977. Although an industry challenge 
to the new rule is expected, if the 
decision stands, it translates to a bet- 
ter future for the 229,000-acre Wayne 
National Forest and millions of acres 
of public lands. The VER ruling was 
one of two companion decisions is- 
sued on December 17 dealing with 
underground mining. The second ✓ 
ruling is as disastrous as the / j 

first is promising. The OSM 
estimates the latter deci- 
sion will put extensive 
tracts of state and federal lands where 


decision allows coal exploration on pro- 
tected federal lands, as well as 
stripmining on federal lands immedi- 
ately adjacent to existing mines, if a 
company can show that the mining is 
necessary to make the op- 
eration as economically (jtf 
viable as originally 
planned before the land 
came under protec- 
tion. Regardless of the 
limitations of 

the surface 3lflk°x CM 

mining Q# 

rules, it is ^W'/a 

being cel- f /'/fQ 

ebrated by ^ 


those who have fought against coal 


millions of homes at risk, the OSM 
conservatively assessed that about 
30,000 residences will sustain actual 
damages, including cracking walls, buck- 
ling floors and collapsing houses; 2) 
Allows underground coal mining to 
occur (subject to the standard permit 
process) under federally protected lands . 
Again, this includes devastating 
longwall mining. Mining of this na- 
ture produces acid mine drainage, 
which is capable of killing entire 
\ streams. Many are also concerned 
with the long-term affects under- 
AA ground mining has on the health 

of plants that live on the sur- 
face. Tom FitzGerald, direc- 
MsL tor of the Coal Law Project, 
said of the new rules: "The 
irony of the final 
i ^ rule is that the 

Clinton ad- 
, ministration 

has extended the greatest degree of 


the mineral rights are privately held 
at risk of the adverse effects of under- 
ground coal mining. 

The new regulations define when a 
coal mining operation can avoid the 
protections of Section 522 of the SMCRA. 
While this has positive implications for 
many millions of acres of federal lands, 
it is the Wayne National Forest that will 
most benefit by this rule. This is due to 
the heightened level of coal stripmining 
that the Wayne has experienced as a 
result of ambitious coal companies that 
have used the courts to twist SMCRA in 


mining on the Wayne. 

Had the new standards been in 
place over the last 10 years, bids by 
Buckingham, Belville and Avis Coal 
Company to stripmine on the Wayne 
would have been unsuccessful. The 
rule-making serves as a vindication 
for environmentalists and coalfield 
citizens, who have for years argued 
that the coal mining is illegal. 

The underground mining decision 
concludes that the prohibitions on 
surface mining do not apply to the 
"surface impacts of underground 


protection to homes, churches and 
parks from strip-mining damage by 
narrowing exemptions from the 
buffer zones created under federal 
law, yet has placed those same 
homes, families, community build- 
ings and public parks at risk of being 
undermined. It is a cruel and illogi- 
cal reading of the law that will be 
challenged in court." 

Environmental and coalfield citi- 
zens groups plan to appeal the hew 
rule on underground mining and 
will work to protect surface mining 


knots. The OSM's ruling effectively un- 
does these knots. In its ruling on surface 
mining, the OSM has defined VER to 
preclude coal stripmining unless a coal 
company can demonstrate that it has 


mining." As a result, coal companies 
will not be required to seek permis- 
sion from the surface owner before 
mining underneath their homes or 
property. The decision does the fol- 


rules from the anticipated challenges 
from the coal industry. For more 
information on ejther of these rules, 
contact the Buckeye Forest Council 
at (740) 594-6400; bfc@frognet.net. 


HUNTERS BEWARE— MAI) 

DEER IS COMING FOR YOU! 

that TSE could be passed 

by James from one species to an- 

Three young hunters contract a mysterious disease that other. But the Mad Deer 
leads to dementia and death... Shadowy government officials Disease that seems to be 
extract brains from deer heads in Maine... Elk farms in New infecting hunters may 
England hold the key to a deadly disease that government indicate, make that 
officials warn could spread to thousands... probably does indicate, 

Soundslikethedustjacketofthelatesttechno-thriller,huh? that there are some re- 
But it's actually a real life drama being played out in govern- ally nasty TSE lurking 
ment labs and in woods across the United States. in the woods of North 

! The story begins with two young men and a woman — two America. A mysterious 
dead and one dying — who contracted a condition identified as "chronic wasting disease" has infected four to eight per- 
Transmissible Spongiform Encephalopath (TSE), more com- cent of the deer in Colorado and Wyoming and one 
monly known as Mad Cow Disease. All of the victims had percent of elk. Department of Agriculture officials recently 
recently consumed wild venison that they'd hunted. took brain samples of 299 deer shot in Maine last Novem- 

TSEs are known to afflict the brains and nervous systems of ber, presumably looking to see if the TSEs have spread to 
a variety of mammal species including deer, elk, sheep, cattle, the Northeast. "They used a fancy spoon thingy, " reported 
cats, mink and humans. TSE is caused by prions — little under- Mark Caron, a Maine wildlife biologist, 
stood protein-like substances. Here's the bad news: Prions are Of particular concern to officials are deer and elk that are 

extremely difficult to detect and even harder to kill. Here's the captured from the wild and shipped from western states to 
really bad news: Prions can remain infectious on correctly New England animal farms where their velvet is harvested for 
sterilized surgical instruments and have been transmitted the Asian aphrodisiac market. "Elk farming is the recipe for 
through corneal transplants, growth hormones and meat — introducing chronic wasting disease into areas where it has 
even meat that has been thoroughly cooked. not existed before," said Dr. Victor Nettles, director of the 

There isn't really any good news here. The really, really Southeastern Cooperative Wildlife Disease Study. The state 
bad news is that everyone who gets bum prions dies an of Massachusetts has gone so far as to ban elk farming, 
extremely grotesque death marked by memory loss, dis- Officials from the Department of Agriculture and Center 
orientation, dramatic mood swings, delusions, violence, for Disease Control have been typically cautious in asserting 
loss of motor control, convulsions and other weird be- that there is in fact a Mad Deer Disease that can jump from 
havior. It is not a pleasant way to go. deer and elk to humans. But if I were a hunter, I wouldn't be 

Before Mad Cow Disease ravaged England and scared ham- shooting any deer or elk that behave erratically. And I sure as 
burger aficionados shitless worldwide, there was no evidence hell wouldn't eat 'em. Have a nice day. 
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Corporate Giants Threaten Eastern Public Forests 


The heart of the Allegheny forests lies along the Allegheny Pla- 
teau - an ancient geological uprising that spans across much of west- 
ern and northern Pennsylvania and southern New York. Before the 
arrival of Europeans these forests were dominated by towering east- 
ern hemlock, american beech, and white pine and through them 
roamed Eastern Cougar, Gray Wolf, Fisher and Indiana Bat. 

100 years ago, corporate “pioneers” moved their way through 
the Allegheny forests of Pennsylvania and New York. Modem 
day timber giants such as Collins Pine of Portland, Oregon, got 
' their start clearcutting the old growth white pine hills that would 
later become part of the Allegheny National Forest. Oil giants 
such as Rockefeller’s Standard Oil would build monopolies on 
Pennsylvania’s “vast” deposits of crude. The forests of the 
Alleghenies were decimated, timber and oil companies closed shop, 
and severely depressed economies would dominate the landscape 
for years to come. 

After the timber and oil giants moved on, the forests began to 
recover. However, as the trees grew back and newer oil extraction 
technologies were developed, opportunities to exploit these resources 
for wealth would once again arise. 

The Rise and Fall of the Oil Industry 

The first commercial oil well in North America was drilled in 
northwestern Pennsylvania in 1 859 by Colonel Edwin L. Drake. By 
the early 1900s Rockefeller’s Standard Oil was staunchly en- 
trenched in the oil fields of northwestern Pennsylvania. The oil 
boom, however, would not last. 

Today, the exploitation of our forests for oil continues. 

Using newer technologies the oil industry continues to exploit 
the Allegheny bioregion for its resources. But time is run- 
ning short. The Allegheny region has seen two of its major 
refineries threaten closure in less than five years. While 
communities stmggle to salvage jobs the industry 
looks to exploit the remaining crude deposits. The 
situation looks more grave with each passing day. 

Roads to access the oil, oil spills, and poor drilling 
techniques threaten both wild and human communities. 



Return of Big Timber 

In 1923, in response to large-scale clearcutting of our forests and subse- 
quent flooding and catastrophic wildfires, Congress created the Allegh- 
eny National Forest. By this time the timber industry had mostly dis- 
appeared. For the next 40 years the primary emphasis of management 
on the Allegheny would be to leave it alone - thereby allowing the 
forests to restore themselves. But by the 1 960s, the forests that were 
originally clearcut in the 1880s would be reaching economic “matu- 
rity” virtually ensuring that big timber would return. 

In less than 25 years, from 1 969 to 1 992, logging levels in Penn- 
sylvania have more than tripled and are rapidly approaching the un- 
sustainable levels that marked the devastation at the turn of the cen- 
tury. Logging levels on Pennsylvania’s only national forest - the Al- 
legheny - nearly doubled in the 1980s. 

As the forests of the Alleghenies grow to economic “maturity” tim- 
ber giants have moved in from across the globe. Willamette Industries 
(Oregon), the Danzer Group (Germany), Temple-Inland (Texas), Geor- 
gia-Pacific (Georgia), International Paper (New York), and Collins Pine 
(Oregon) have all moved in to our region over the past 20 years. These 
corporate giants emphasize large scale, highly-automated production 
schemes that maximize the amount of land that can be clearcut while 
minimizing the number of workers needed. If we don’t defend our for- 
ests today we are sure to see our biodiversity, our watersheds, our 
jobs, and our rural culture disappear. 

The Allegheny Defense Project 

In 1994 citizens from throughout the region gathered together 
and began to create a movement to defend the Allegheny forests. 
With millions of acres of public forests at risk due to the rising 
tide of corporate timber, citizens have quickly moved to put an 
end to commercial logging on the Allegheny National Forest. 
Logging levels on the national forest have dwindled but 
threats to clearcut these public lands remain. Today 
we are poised to defend the Allegheny National 
Forest from all forms of industrial attraction 
while moving forward to restore state and pri- 
vate forest lands as well. 





Stop the Biggest Timber Sale in the East! 






This swamp, that the Forest Service claims is not a wetland, would be cut as part of the East Side Timber Sale. 
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Round ‘em Up, Oust ‘em Out 

From 1996 to 1998,4,406 acres of the Allegheny National Forest 
(our public land) were sprayed with the toxic herbicides Roundup 
(made by Monsanto) and Oust (DuPont.) The Forest Service does 
this as part of their “reforestation treatments” — treatments to reforest 
the cash crop black cherry, that is. 

These two chemicals have been shown to be highly toxic to hu- 
man and wild life. Glyphosate, the active ingredient in Roundup,' has 
been shown to kill fish at concentrations as low as ten parts per mil- 
lion. Roundup has the ability to drift 400 to 800 meters from its site 
of application, and residues can remain in the soil for over a year. 

Sulfometuron methyl, the active ingredient in Oust, is notorious 
for leaching out of soil into water supplies, and has also been shown 
to cause cancer. It too can drift far from the source of application. 

Even more frightening, the synergistic effect of the two chemi- 
cals mixed together has never been tested. Indeed, no one knows if 
the two chemicals, which the Forest Service often applies in combi- 
nation, have a greater effect than either one alone. 

Both herbicides act to reduce the biological diversity of the for- 
est. The chemicals are sprayed in order to destroy any vegetation that 
may compete with black cherry seedlings. These “nuisance” species 
include valuable food sources like american beech trees. 

Herbicide spraying on our public lands is a threat to the health of 
the forest, wildlife, human visitors, and those who get their drinking 
water from the forest. 


In 1995, the U.S. Forest Service launched a “salvage” clearcutting 
plan for the Allegheny National Forest called “Mortality II.” This 
plan called for logging on over 5,000 acres of the Allegheny (includ- 
ing more than 2,000 acres of clearcuts.) The pseudo-logic for the 
Mortality II Timber Sale was the idea that if the Forest Service did 
not log these forests they would become old and decadent - like old 
growth forests - and die! Citizens organized against this monstrous 
plan and in 1 997 a federal court ruled that the Mortality II Timber 
Sale was illegal. 

East Side is Mortality II Too! 

In April of 1 998 the Forest Service re-introduced the Mortality II 
Timber Sale and re-labeled it “East Side.” It is called East Side be- 
cause it will thoroughly destroy vast expanses of the eastern portion 

of the Allegheny. 


Clearcut at Four Mile Run in the Allegheny National Forest. 


East Side Clearcuts 

The East Side 
Timber Sale calls for 
cutting of 6,906 acres 
of the Allegheny. That 
includes 3,156 acres of 
clearcuts (nearly 5 
square miles of forest) 
and 3,500 acres of 
even-aged thinning 
cuts (i.e. pre-clearcut ‘weeding’.) Plans include the logging of areas 
previously designated as protected to grow into old growth forests 
and some of the Allegheny’s smaller and unprotected roadless areas! 

East Side Herbicides 

East Side also calls for the use of herbicides on 
3,082 acres. The Forest Service uses the highly toxic 
herbicides Roundup (developed by Monsanto) and 
Oust (developed by DuPont) to destroy what they de- 
fine as “interfering vegetation” - which equates to tree 
and plant species that are not valuable to the industry. 

East Side Road Construction 

East Side calls for road construction on 90.5 miles 
of logging roads including 17.2 miles of new roads. 

This construction is done primarily at the tax-payers’ 
expense, causes serious sedimentation and erosion 
problems, and relies upon stone dug out of gravel pits 
created on the forest. 


What you can do! 

The timber industry is especially interested in the 
Allegheny because of its large composition of black 
cherry - an extremely valuable hardwood veneer spe- 
cies. Because of the black cherry’s value the Allegheny has been the 
heaviest cut national forest in the northeast. Only you can stop the 
East Side Timber Sale. Send letters of protest to: John Palmer, For- 
est Supervisor, Allegheny National Forest, P.O. Box 847, Warren, PA 
16465, Palmer_John/r9_allegheny@fs.fed.us, (814) 723-5150. 


These forests were once dominated by 200 to 
400 year old eastern hemlock, american beech, white 
pine, and sugar maple. Massive clearcutting at the 
turn of the century destroyed almost all of that legacy 
and in its place grew black cherry. 

Before Europeans settled here, black cherry 
made up only 1 % of the overstory canopy. Today, 
black cherry makes up 28% of the Allegheny forest 


canopy. 

But the proliferation of black cherry isn’t sim- 
ply an accidental result of historical clearcutting. To- 
day the Forest Service spends millions of dollars try- 
ing to determine new and more efficient means to 
create a black cherry monoculture. Clearcutting and 
herbicide application methods are specifically de- 
signed to promote more cherry. The Forest Service uses deer fencing and seed tubes to protect 
black cherry trees from deer browsing that other species are subjected to. They maintain orchards 
for genetically “superior” seed propagation. The result is that nearly half (-45%) of the under- 
story, or future forest canopy, is now made up of black cherry. 

The dominance of black cherry is reducing biodiversity at an alarming rate. Other species, 
such as hemlock, beech, and hickory, that provide far better habitat and food sources for forest 
wildlife, are compromised. Furthermore, the proliferation of native ferns and non-native grasses 
is exacerbated by the use of clearcutting and herbicides to promote the cherry. Unfortunately, all 
of this is done for a species that is used solely for luxury items such as costly veneer and paneling. 


Black Cherry: Cash Crop of the East 

The Pennsylvania hardwood industry brags that the Allegheny Plateau supplies about 75% of 
the black cherry used in the world. The unglaciated plateau provides the most ideal growing 

conditions for black cherry anywhere. Today in the 
Allegheny National Forest black cherry is one of the 
dominant tree species - but this wasn’t always the 
case. 








Willamette Off the Planet! 


Cutting Forests, Cutting Jobs 

What’s in the Stacks Willamette? 


“Loggers: The Next Endangered Species,” reads a sign 
prominently displayed outside a shop. Another store sells t- 
shirts saying, “Hug a logger. You’ll never go back to trees.” 

Sound like Northern California? 

Nope. This is Northwestern Pennsylvania, where the tim- 
ber beast has been roaring for over a century. But, while a 
hundred years ago the clearcutting was done with large teams 
of loggers and horses, today it takes only two or three work- 
ers using heavy machinery a matter of weeks to reduce a large 
swath of forest to stumps. 

With the rapid decrease in jobs due to mechanization, 
and the unsustainable logging practices taking place through- 
out the region, the first slogan may be all too accurate — but 
not as a result of “preservationists,” as the timber industry 
has tried to persuade folks. 

“Value-added industries” are also decreasing. From 1980 
to 1 990, the number of people employed in the manufactur- 
ing industry of the Allegheny region decreased by about 25%, 
though logging increased during this period. More and more, 
we are seeing job-destroying technologies such as high-ca- 
pacity chip mills and increased exportation of raw logs to 
other countries — particularly Germany and Japan. 

Meanwhile, recreation jobs are threatened by unsustain- 
able logging and oil and gas development in the region. Rec- 
reation provides almost three times as many jobs as timber 
extraction in the Alleghenies. 

In order to sustain the human populations of the region, 
the area must diversify. Worker retraining will be vital to any 
plan to create sustainable economies. The National Forest 
Protection and Restoration Act would help by shifting timber 
subsidies in part to worker retraining. But mostly, the people 
of the region need to come together and focus energy on solv- 
ing these problems rather than on resuscitating the dying timber beast. 

Oil and Gas = Boom and Bust 

While the big boom days of oil are over *$* T „ 

and the industry is mostly moving out, they ^ Safe _ [ spma*-- 
are still looking to drill for every last crude 
reserve that they can. 

Unfortunately nearly 95% of the mineral 
rights on the Allegheny National Forest are privately held, meaning that under anti- 
quated mining laws private developers can cut roads into the forest and drill virtu- 
ally at their will. Today, hundreds of active wells and thousands of abandoned well? 
are scattered throughout the Alleghenies leaving a long trail of toxic spills. 

Oil-related spills and leakage introduce toxins such as benzene, toluene, and 
xylene into forest streams. The EPA characterizes north- 
western Pennsylvania as having a chronic oil spill situ- 
ation resulting of small discharges from thousands of 
wells, tanks, and ponds. Likewise, natural gas pipe- 
lines can have serious leaks (the kind that evacuate city 
blocks) that go on without notice for months. 

These spills threaten the drinking water of local resi- 
dents, the streams used by trout fishing enthusiasts, 
popular hiking trails, and core wildlife habitat with little 
to no oversight. The Allegheny Defense Project is look- 
ing for unique, creative means to put an end to these 
hazards but we need your help! 


Pennzoil lowers boom 

Oil giant reveals it will close Rousevilk- refinery 


Willamette Industries is a multinational corporation based in Oregon. Having 
devastated the ancient forests in the West, Willamette, along with other timber gi- 
ants Collins Pine, Georgia-Pacific, Temple-Inland, and International Paper, has turned 
toward the regenerating hardwood forests of Penn’s Woods. They have brought 
with them chip mills, medium-density fiberboard plants, hydro feller-bunchers, and 
experience in destroying communities and forests. The result has been shattered 
lives, rampant health problems, polluted rivers, and fields of stumps. 

In 1993, Willamette built the “Keystone Chipping” facility in Lantz Comers, 
near Kane, PA, “The Black Cherry Capital of the World.” The facility was built on 
a wetland without a permit or public notification. The ramifications for the commu- 
nity of Lantz Comers have been severe. Intense noise pollution, stream pollution, 
and dry wells are just a few of the problems these folks have faced. 

The community here has fought Willamette long and hard. Their frustrations 
are voiced in giant lawn signs reading “Willamette: Your Noise is Harming our 
Families” and “Willamette: How Many Acres of the Allegheny National Forest 
Chipped this Year?” posted along a several-mile section of Route 6. 

In October 1998, Allegheny Earth First! activists blockaded the entrance to the 
chip mill, forcing the plant to close for a day. The action brought widespread atten- 
tion to the plight of the people at Lantz 
Comers and the forests of the Allegh- 
eny. . 

Meanwhile, the Willamette paper 
mill in Johnsonburg, PA, has been dous- 
ing residents with noxious gases since 
the early ‘90s, and folks in the commu- 
nity have been fighting the giant as long. 
Willamette bought the mill from 
Pentech over ten years ago, and tripled 
its capacity without increasing pollution 
control measures. Curiously, this in- 
crease in capacity has not increased jobs. 

In May 1999, The Allegheny De- 
fense Project and PROACT ( another 
group fighting the chip mill) filed a re- 
quest with the Pennsylvania State 
Attorney’s office to revoke Willamette 
Industries’ charter to do business in PA. 
This came after the Environmental Pro- 
tection Agency’s (EPA) April 1 999 ci- 
tation for violations of the Clean Air Act. 
Willamette had been releasing about six 
times as much sulfur dioxide and about 
three times as much nitrogen oxides 
from its Johnsonburg, PA, pulp mill than 
it was permitted to. Unfortunately, this 
is far from Willamette’s only violation 
in Pennsylvania. The community suf- 
fers from chronic exposure to toxins 
spewed from the pulp mill. Asthma, 
cancers, and other problems prevail in 
this little town on the Clarion River. Toxic dioxin-laden gunk spills into the beauti- 
ful Clarion River which, several miles down from the plant, is designated a Wild 
and Scenic River. More dioxin and other toxic chemicals issue from the smoke- 
stacks towering over the town. 

Willamette also takes full advantage of cheap public land timber. It has been 
estimated that on any given day, up to 50% of the logs chipped at their Keystone 
chip mill are from the Allegheny National Forest and nearby state forests. These 
chips in turn supply the Johnsonburg pulp mill. 

Temple-Inland Moves In 

With the arrival of the new millennium many folks wished for grand prospects 
such as world peace and an end to world hunger. Temple-Inland, Inc., a Texas based 
multi-national timber giant, had a different vision. Temple-Inland, Inc. brought in 
the new millennium by obtaining control over the operations of the Allegheny Par- 
ticleboard and Allegheny MDF (medium density fiberboard) plants in Mount Jewett, 
PA, thereby becoming a leading polluter and wood consumer of the Allegheny Na- 
tional Forest region! 

Temple-Inland’s three plants in the Alleghenies produce a combined 430 mil- 
lion square feet of MDF and particleboard, consume thousands of acres of forests, 
and release over 300,000 pounds of the toxic chemical formaldehyde annually. Their 
MDF plant in Clarion, PA, operated for three years on a start up permit before they 
installed an incinerator to “solve” pollution problems, but the pollution continues. 

Since obtaining the Clarion plant from its previous owners MacMillan-Bloedel, 
Temple-Inland has become North America’s largest producer of MDF and operates 
plants ranging from Chiapas, Mexico, to Ontario, Canada. 


Corporations v. Forest Communities 





Contacts 

Allegheny Defense Project 

P.O. Box 245 

Clarion, PA 16214 

(814) 223-4996 

(814) 223-4997 fax 

adp@envirolink.org 

http : // www. enviroweb.org/adp 

Appalachian Restoration Campaign 

P.O. Box 2786 
Charlottesville, VA 22902 
(804) 971-3898 
arcmaps@firstva.com 

Communities For Sustainable Forestry 
Box 172B, RD 1 
Kane, PA 16735 
(814) 778-5173 

Heartwood 

P.O. Box 1424 
Bloomington, IN 47402 
(812) 337-8898 
info@heartwood.org 
http:// www. heartwood. org 

National Forest Protection Alliance 

Eastern Field Office 
P.O.Box 1891 
Charlottesville, VA 22903 
(804) 971-5990 
scurry@firstva.com 

Pennsylvania Environmental Network 

P.O. Box 92 
Fombell, PA 16123 
pen@envirolink.org 
http://www.penweb.org 

Sierra Club Pennsylvania Chapter 

Pennsylvania Forest Protection Campaign 
P.O. Box 606 
Harrisburg, PA 17108 

Student Environmental Action Coalition 

P.O. Box 31909 
Philadelphia, PA 
(215) 222-4711 
seac@seac.org 
http://www.seac.org 

iSupport ADP!i 

J Help Protect Allegheny Forests. Put | 
| your energy into the grassroots move - 1 
| ment by supporting the Allegheny De - 1 
| fense Project! i 

I Name: 


Address: 


Phone: 


e-mail: 


A donation of a mere $20 or five hours 
volunteer time will get you a year’s sub- 
scription to our newsletter, The Hell- 
bender Journal, Action Alerts, and will 
help keep the defense of the Allegheny 
alive! Of course, additional donations 
are always appreciated. 

Amount Enclosed $ . 

I plan to donate hours work. 

A-CCegfieny Defense ‘Project 

PO Box 245 
Clarion, PA 16214 
(814) 223-4996 
adp@envirolink.org 
www.enviroweb.org/adp 


Clearing the throat 

by Theresa Darling 

Excuse me. Time there was a place called PA 
Under these signs, water-towers, seed trees 

A home life on track, fox tracks, deer 
Big antlers on forest tracts. Time with a trail 

Now called babble, my PA riding down the bent arc 
Of a mean summer dream, so hot, who can say 

Where the birds have flown. Looking up is like 
Staring sun in the eye. It only takes once 

They say. There was a countrygirl's time in trust 
Tales told about the insects, air, the world we breathe 

And break. Long-winded words told by wisemen 
Dark about the deep edges before they fall 

Hard, without a sound. You've heard the one 
About whether a tree really makes a noise 



- Allegheny Facts - 


• Clearcut logging is emphasized on more 


than 75% of the Allegheny National For- 


est. From 1996 to 1998, 4,753 acres were 


When no man is there to hear it? There's a divided sense, 
Blood-red double-talk dazzling. Tray of tools like surgeon 

Stubbled beard of a land. Never mind, now. Pay attention. 
Look in the mirror, PA, lathered and ready for the blade, 

Chin up and humming 

These hills were made for shaving. 


Allegheny Wild! 

The forests that cover the 
Allegheny Plateau throughout 
northern Pennsylvania and 
southern New York provide ex- 
ceptional opportunities for eco- 
logical restoration and habitat 
recovery in the east. The state 
and federal public lands in this 
region provide one of the last 
best chances for vast expanses 
of wild forests in the bioregion. 

North of and adjacent to 
the 513,000-acre Allegheny 
National Forest is New York’s 
86,000-acre Allegany State 
Park. Northern Pennsylvania 
also boasts 1 .2 million acres of state forests forming one largely 
contiguous block. The Appalachian Restoration Campaign (ARC) 
identifies the Allegheny region as providing one of the best oppor- 
tunities for Eastern Cougar recovery in the Central Appalachians. 

But the threats to these state lands are perhaps greater than 
those to the federal lands. The Pennsylvania Bureau of Forestry 
(BOF) manages the state forests primarily for timber. In fact, 8 1 % 
of the state forest land is considered open to cutting. Similar to 
the Allegheny National Forest, the BOF uses primarily “even-aged” 
(clearcutting) methods on the state forests. Between 1985 and 
1 997, approximately 1 93,000 acres of state forest land was logged! 
Of that, over 90% were slated for even-aged cutting. 

The Allegany State Park is currently protected from the 
chainsaws, but threats from industrial wreckreation continue to 
plague the park. In addition, several times in the past, New York 
governors, coveting the large black cherries growing throughout 
the park, have proposed to open the area to logging. Fortunately, 
enormous public opposition has squelched these plans. 





clearcut 


• Recreation is the leading industry in the 
region. One third of the U.S. population 
is within an 8-hour drive of the Allegheny. 

• Timber expenditures on the Allegheny 
are three times the amount spent for rec- 
reation, wildlife, fisheries, and water- 
sheds combined! 


Between 2000 and 2003, the Forest 
Service plans to cut over 38,000 acres 
of the Allegheny National Forest! 


Zero-Cut 

on Public Lands! 

As more 
people realize 
the damage be- 
ing done to our 
forests and wa- 
tersheds due to 
taxpayer-subsi- 
dized logging, 
more and more 
folks are calling for an end to this wasteful program. In 
fact, poll after poll (including a poll done by the Forest 
Service!) shows that a vast majority of Americans want to 
see the timber sale program on our national forests end. 

The National Forest Protection and Restoration Act 
(NFPRA,) introduced into Congress by Representatives 
Cynthia McKinney (D-GA) and Jim Leach (R-IA), seeks 
to end the commercial logging program on all federal lands, 
and redirect the $1.2 billion timber sale subsidy in several 
different ways. 

NFPRA would: 

Create jobs by redirecting funds to badly-needed forest res- 
toration and worker retraining. Hiring preference for resto- 
ration jobs is given to any displaced loggers. 

Provide funds for research and development of alternative 
fibers (like kenaf, hemp, and agricultural residues) and build- 
ing materials (like straw bale.) 

Stabilize payments to counties. Currently, funding for 
schools and townships within our national forests is tied to 
the timber sale program, and fluctuates widely from year to 
year. This bill would de-link and stabilize those payments. 

Save taxpayers over $400 million per year. 

Of course, there’s a lot more that needs to be done to 
protect our public lands, and many different ways to do it. 
But this bill is a solid start. 

Contributors: Bill Belitskus, Mike Bellinger, Kelly Compeau, Theresa Dar- 
ling, Alexander Denmarsh, Tim Doody, Mike Dwyer, Gina Giazzoni, Kirk 
Johnson, Jonah McGreevy, Josh RaislerCohn, Chris Strohm, and Tommy Watkiss. 
Editors: Rachel Martin and Jim Kleissler. 







Shoshone fight mobile Chernobyl 
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by Winona LaDuke and Faye Brown 

What weighs 30 tons, has as much 
radiation as 200 Hiroshima bombs 
and is projected to pass within a half 
mile of your home? That would be a 
canister of high-level radioactive 
waste, traveling from one of the 109 
aging nuclear power plants in this 
country to Yucca Mountain, Nevada, 
the proposed final resting place for 
America's most deadly garbage. 

The Department of Energy (DOE) 
released its draft Environmental Im- 
pact Statement (EIS) for a proposed 
Nuclear Waste Repository at Yucca 
Mountain in August. It is to this 
mountain, at the heart of the West- 
ern Shoshone Nation, a place of deep 

H spiritual significance to 
Shoshone and Paiute 
peoples, that the federal 
government hopes to send 
98 percent of the burden of the radio- 
activity generated during the entire 
Nuclear Age. 

Despite heated criticism by Native 
and environmental forces, the Yucca 
Mountain proposal remains the only 
site under government study for per- 
manent disposal of high level 
nuclear waste. The DOE has al- 
ready dumped three billion a 

dollars into the project and 
wants to spend $35 bil- Jk 

lion more to complete 
it. The release of the 7 ■ 

EIS marks another // / / 

DOE step towards , m /j//, / 

opening the 
dump by the pro- / 
jected completion Aw ffl? M 

date of 2010. Jjr 

More thari 200 ^ 

ment period has 

been extended to 

180 days, but still severely limits the 

ability of impacted people to testify. 

That's because the Yucca Mountain 
EIS largely sidesteps the issue of trans- 
port. High-level waste designated for 
Yucca Mountain will be moving on 
US highways and train routes near 
the front yards of more than 50 mil- 
lion Americans. The transportation 
of this waste poses a huge health risk. 
DOE studies project a rate of one 
accident per 343 shipments. That 
translates into, at the very minimum, 
268 accidents over the next 30 years 
as up to 90,000 shipments of 
nuclear waste make their way to 
Yucca Mountain. f 

The hearings, which began on 
September 27 and continued 
through January now include eight 
Nevada towns, one community each 
in Idaho, Utah, Missouri, Colorado, 
California, Georgia and a hearing in 
Washington DC. These hearing sites 
did not allow easy access for communi- 
ties in other states who are endangered 
by the transportation proposals. 

The Shoshone are asking people to 
support Native land rights issues raised 
by the EIS. What is glossed over by 
decision makers and ignored in the 
EIS is the fact that Newe Sogobia, land 


guaranteed the Western Shoshone 
Nation by treaty, includes Yucca 
Mountain. Even study of the site is a 
violation of the treaty. The Shoshone 
want the DOE off their land and their 
mountain restored. Upholding the 
treaty can be an important tool for 
organizers to stop the dump, but the 
Shoshone face extreme geographic and 
political isolation and, without suffi- 
cient public support, fear their voice 
will not be heard. That isolation is 
reflected in a statement by representa- 
tive Lindsey Graham of South Carolina, 
who said "God made Yucca Mountain 
for the express purpose of storing high 
level nuclear waste. There's nothing 
within 100 miles of the place." Add 
racism to low level logic and you get a 
high level waste dump. 

Perhaps as alarming as the. absence 
of transportation issues and a concern 
for justice are the obscured health 
considerations in the EIS. Ac- 
cording to the DOE A 

study, Yucca J£ 

M o u n - Mi 

tain .jnnkt*.. _ SuA 
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and the steel canisters in it will even- 
tually leak. The DOE is planning to 
store more than 70,000 tons of spent 
nuclear fuel in miles of tunnels 1,000 
feet underground. At least one storage 
canister of the more than 10,000 can- 
isters envisioned would fail within 
the next 1,000 years. And after 10,000 
years, according to a New York Tmes 
report on the proposal, all the canis- 
ters may degrade. 

What may be worse is that an 
earthquake at Yucca Mountain could 
cause groundwater to surge up into 

9 the storage area forcing danger- 
ous amounts of plutonium into 
the atmosphere and contaminat- 
ing the water supply. This is not 
an unlikely scenario given the area 
is a seismic minefield. More than 
621 earthquakes of magnitude 2.5 
or higher have been recorded in the 
area in the last 20 some years. It is 
not surprising that the nuclear in- 
dustry has fought against any 
groundwater radiation standards for 
the facility, saying it could threaten 
the entire project. 

According to the Nuclear Waste 
Policy Act of 1992, radiation stan- 
dards for the facility would need to be 
set by the. Environmental Protection 


Agency (EPA). The EPA has 
proposed a standard of 15 
millirem per year as the ex- f M j 
posure limit for people liv- 
ing near the site which, according to 
environmental groups is inadequate 
for the protection of human health. 
The EPA also suggested a 10,000 year 
compliance period for the standards, 
while the DOE estimates that the 
peak dose of radiation will occur 
300,000 years after the waste is 
stored. "The Yucca Mountain EIS sim- 
ply does not allow for the develop- 
ment of a repository that insures 
containment from the biosphere over 
the required period of time," stated 
George Crocker, an energy policy 
activist and director of the Prairie 
Island Coalition in Minnesota. 

Shoshone groups are adamant that 
any additional radiation risk in their 
community is unacceptable. The 
Shoshone Nation is already the 
most bombed nation on Earth 
M b and suffers from widespread 
’• ' m cancer, leukemia and other 
[Am disease as a result of fallout 

V H from more than 600 atomic 

V ill ex Pl° sions in their territory. 

“ i II t ^ ie meantime ' pending 

A imm legislation before Congress 
to rewr i te the Nuclear Waste 
Wjw M Policy Act (NWPA) would 
strip the EPA of all authority 
/ to set any standards at Yucca 
J Mountain. Government and 
lj J industry changes to the NWPA 
lj (appearing before Congress and 
M defeated now five years in a 
f row), pretty much throw radia- 

i tion standards out according to 
Michael Marriot of the Nuclear 
\ Information Resource Service in 

l \ Washington DC. Such legisla- 
\ \ tion would miraculously over- 
\\ \ come most of the public 
health hurdles to the Yucca 
Mountain project with the 
1) stroke of a pen. 

This year's revision of the 
NWPA also allows on-site stor- 
age of nuclear waste outside 
power plants until Yucca Mountain 
or an interim dump site is ready. That 
interim dump may be on a Utah res- 
ervation (Skull Valley Goshute land). 
The on-site storage authorization is 
handy for utilities who don't want to 
have to fight citizen groups over turn- 
ing their nuclear reactors into defacto 
nuclear waste lots. The bill also pro- 
vides for the federal government 
(meaning taxpayers) to take owner- 
ship of the waste and liability for it. 
What this means is that the utilities, as 
might be expected, will be abdicating 
responsibility for waste they created 
over the past 30 years. Summarizing the 
legislation, Crocker states that, "It's the 
latest in a long line of stop-gap measures 
by the industry to continue operations 
and accommodate the production of 
more nuclear waste — despite the fact 
that the industry doesn't know how to 
deal with the waste it has." 

As the NWPA of 2000 is metamor- 
phosing in Congress, electrical util- 
ity industry contributions to elected 
officials are turning into policy. Over 
the past few years, the members of 
the Nuclear Energy Institute, i.e. your 
utilities, have sent about $12.8 mil- 
lion to their congressional delega- 
tion to assure an end to their nuclear 
waste dilemma. 



Mercury rains on Midwest 

A new report reveals that the rain arid 
show falling on cities in the American 
Midwest contain levels of mercury that 
far exceed what the Environmental Pro- 
tection Agency (EPA) considers safe. 

« report by the National Wildlife 
ition (NWF) compares mercury 
nination levels in rain to EPA safe 
levels for human health in 20 Midwest- 
ern cities and towns. Among the report's 
findings are mercury levels in rain over 
Chicago, Illinois, that are 42 times higher 
than EPA safe levels; rain in Detroit, 
Michigan, with 65 times safe levels; and 
rain along the Illinois/Wisconsin border 
as high as 56 times safe levels. 

Mercury is a potent toxin. When in- 
gested in even tiny amounts it can cause 
devastating effects on the human ner- 
vous system. Associated illnesses include 
brain, lung and kidney damage and even 
death in humans. In wildlife, mercury is 
a reproductive hazard that can cause 
harmful effects to species such as frogs; 
rainbow trout, zebra fish, mallard and 
American black ducks, loons and terns. 

"With so much at stake for both people 
and wildlife, decisive action is needed 
right now to limit mercury emissions, 
because once mercury pollution goes up 
into the atmosphere, rain carries it right 
back down into the very water humans 
and wildlife depend on," said Peter 
Morman, of the Environmental Law and 
Policy Center. 

"We usually think of rain as pure and 
clean, and that's the way it should be," 
said Mark Van Putten, president and 
CEO of the NWF. "But this report reveals 
that rain falling over Midwestern cities 
such as Detroit, Chicago and Duluth 
contains as much as 65 times the EPA 
'safe' level of mercury, which holds out 
extremely serious health implications 
for both humans and wildlife." 

Coal contains trace amounts of mer- 
cury that are released into the air as it is 
burned for energy. 

The technology to measure the traces 
of mercury captured by raindrops has 
only existed since the mid-1990s. 

"A drop of mercury as small as one- 
seventieth of a teaspoon can contami- 
nate a 25 acre lake to the point that the 
fish in it are unsafe to eat," said Beverly 
McClellan of the Lake Michigan Fed- 
eration. "When you consider a typical 
100 megawatt power plant emits about 
25 pounds of mercury a year, the po- 
tential for tremendous ecological and 
human health problems becomes 
alarmingly clear." 

Victory #1 on GE Seeds 

Johnny's Selected Seeds, based in 
Albion, Maine, has pledged to not know- 
ingly buy or sell genetically engineered 
seeds. Johnny's was targeted earlier this 
year by anti-biotech activists in the North- 
east, under the umbrella of Northeast 
Resistance Against Genetic Engineering 
for publishing a statement in their 1999 
seed catalog suggesting that they might 
offer genetically engineered varieties in 
the future. The company received hun- 
dreds of letters from its regular customers 
and other concerned individuals suggest- 
ing that Johnny’s had severely damaged 
its reputation as a supplier to organic 
growers in the region. Several major grow- 
ers in New England said they would not 
buy from Johnny's until they took a firm 
stand against the use of genetically engi- 
neered seeds. 

Johnny's is one of eight companies in 
New England and 40 in the US and 
Canada, to sign the Safe Seed Initiative, a 
project launched by heirloom seed grower 
TomSteams (High Mowing Organic Seeds, 
Wolcott, Vermont), with the assistance 
of Vermont Northeast Organic Farming 
Association and the Boston-based Coun- 
cil for Responsible Genetics. 
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Julia Butterfly T ouches Down 
with the Earth First! Journal 


continued from frontpage 

I think the greatest success, though, is one we'll 
never be able to quantify: The shifting of con- 
sciousness and the inspiring of people to become 
conscious, to step out of that numb complacency 
into a realm of consciousness and begin to take 
responsibility for daily actions because they felt 
inspired. To realize that they too can make a 
difference. I feel that's the greatest success, that's 
the ripple effect that we'll never be able to sit 
down with a graph and chart. It'll just keep 
happening forever. 

I know that a lot of people within the activist 
community are not necessarily satisfied with the 
way I went about coming to this agreement, but at 
the same time, I was trying to recognize that we're 
talking about two people on completely opposite 
sides of a spectrum. A corporation that would 
never, in their own words, "give in" to a treesitter. 
Yet they did... And my focus, the whole time, was 
to look past my frustration, my disgust, my sad- 
ness and anger at what they're doing to the world 
and look at them as human beings and try and 
find a way to find common ground and empower 
them to protect not only the tree and the three 
acres around it but what I believe has come to 
symbolize to the world... 

EF!J: A lot of the criticism I've heard's been 
directed at the payoff, the fact that you paid off 
PL, to the tune of $50,000. 

Julia: That is the biggest concern in a lot of 
people's eyes. And number one, the grove is worth 
more than $50,000. And number two, the reason 
the company asked for it was that they had to save 
face in their local community... They had to have 
something to hold up to the timber community to 
make it look like they didn't do what they actually 
did, which was capitulate to someone who was 
trespassing on their property and holding an act 
of civil disobedience against their practices. And 
number three, a lot of people aren't thinking 
about what that area was to the world. That it 
became such a symbol with so many people's 
beliefs and hopes and at- . 
tachments that just as the 
people who are upset with 
the $50,000 and had attach- 
ments to what I did, so are 
the thousands of people 
who I've been receiving re- 
sponses from that are happy 
about... what I did... 

EF!J: Some people would 
say that what you did was 
acknowledge that PL had a 
right to own the tree. How 
would you respond to that? 

Julia: No, I did not. What 
I did was acknowledge that 
our government and 
people's consumer actions 
are acknowledging that 
company's right. I have 
stated, and will continue to ■■ 

state, that there are certain things in the public 
that belong to the public trust, including our old 
growth, including the air we breath and the water 
we drink and the species we all share this planet 
with... The $50,000 was an acknowledgment that 
our government and enough people in our society 
are not to the place yet to hold the corporations 
accountable. And that's why I'm on the ground 
continuing to work my butt off... 

EF!J: I don't think anyone's going to argue that 
the Luna treesit's been huge in terms of focusing 
public attention on old-growth logging. And that 
begs the question: What sort of tactics and strat- 
egies do you think work? What strategies and 
tactics would you recommend to the environ- 
mental movement in the next millennium? 

Julia: Well, the first strategy begins for me 
maybe on a little more of a philosophical level, 
but it was the core of what gave me the strength 
to live in a tree for two years and go through what 
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I went through and learr5 
what I learned. And that is, jj 
that it is more than a tac 
tic, it is a way of life, in 
coming from a place of love 
and respect. Because I 
learned real quickly how 
easy it is to get caught up 
in the energy of what we're 
against. You know, when 
they were cutting down 
trees all around me, I died. 

It was like watching my 
loved ones dying, all day, 
every day, and it killed me, 
it broke me on so many 
levels. And before I knew it 
I was being driven by an- 
ger and hate and sadness 
and frustration, and all of 
those energies that don't 
allow us to be our higher 
selves. And our higher 
selves is where we can truly J 
be effective. Not only on the symptoms, but on the 
disease that's causing things like deforestation and 
wrongful imprisonment and nuclear proliferation 
and all the issues facing the world. And so even 
though it is a philosophical understanding, it is a" 
very real tool in being an effective activist. But it ha£l 
got to be more than a tactic, it has to be a way of life. J 
Then, the next step is that, I know some people 
think it's a sell-out or cop-out or whatever, but to 
try and place ourselves in the shoes of those who 
we are against. In that, in the outreach that I did, 
whether I was talking to a three year old, a 33 year 
old, people in Princeton or a logger underneath 
my tree revving up his chainsaw, I did my best to 
place myself in that person's shoes so that I could 
try and speak words that that person could hear. 
And I was not always successful, but I did my best. 
The other thing about tactics is that it all changes 
from place to place to place. Because the planet 
— — — — and the people on it are 

extremely diverse... 

EF!J: Well, let me throw\ 
something out to you. I 
think one of the more im- 
portant developments in 
the radical movement in the 
last 50 years or so has been 
the events up in Seattle. 
Julia: Oh yeah. 

EFIJ: And this new breed 
of activist, who've adopted 
a more militant and con- 
frontational response to 
what they see is wrong with 
the world. What do you 
think of the black-clad an- 
archists? Folks breaking 
windows, that sort of thing? 
Julia: Number one, once 
— again, I'm going to try and 

put myself in their shoes. But I am not them, so 
anything I say is conjecture and opinion and idea, 
but not necessarily who they are or what they are. 

I don't know these people. What I feel, number 
one, the key thing, is where we're coming from. I? 
we're coming out of a place of hate and anger, 
we're never going to create the world we want to 
see. No lasting change in the history of time haS^ 
come from a place of anger and violence. That's 
why we see wars continuing to happen. You can't' 
bring about peace through violence. It doesn't, 
last... The black-clad anarchists in Washingtons 
chose to do something that allowed the media, I 
with all of its spin and corruption and the police/ 
with all their spin and corruption, to have the! 
violence they perpetuated lessened... 

EFIJ: Do you think maybe the property destruc- 
tion in Seattle was what brought the acronym WTO 
to the living rooms of your average American? 
Julia: I think the WTO acronym would have 



"I think the greatest suc- 
cess, though, is one well 
never be able to quantify: 
The inspiring of people to 
become conscious, to step 
out of that numb com- 
placency into a realm of 
consciousness and begin 
to take responsibility for 
daily actions because 
they felt inspired. " 


Julia, glad to have her feet firmly on the ground. 


gotten out there anyway. Because the police were 
bent on being violent. As you know, they started 
the violence long before the property damage 
even began. One of the greatest things to come 
out of it was the alliances. How long has it been in 
history since this diverse amount of people came 
together in such an organic way and created a 
scene that reached peoples' minds and accom- 
plished the goal of shutting down the WTO? And 
I think that that would have gotten out anyway. 

EFIJ: Where do we go from here? I think we'rel 
going to see even more of these more confronta- 1 
tional, property-destruction kind of actions. What \ 
do you see as the appropriate direction for the j 
environmental resistance movement? J 

Julia: I think the most effective thing we can do 
is build bridges. Because as long as we stick within 
our labels and our categories we're separating 
ourselves from the very real fact that all of life is I 
connected whether we like it or not. We arej 
connected to those who are destroying life, just as 
we are connected to those who are protecting it. 
And I think that our hope for the future is build- 
ing. Setting aside our differences that divide long 
enough to focus on common goals. And that's ' 
where my concern about things like more violent 
forms of protest come in — that there's no bridgq 
building there. 

EFIJ: Last question. In your writing and in what 
you've said today, in terms of love and respect and 
bridge building — are there any bridges you just 
want to blow up? Anyone you just fucking hate? 

Julia: (Laughter) I am doing everything in my 
power not to hate. Because I see what it did to me. 

I have no way to describe to you how it ate at the 
very essence of my being. How the hate and anger 
turned me hollow. And there was more than one 
occasion when I sat up in that tree in the fetal 
position rocking back and forth, bawling my eyes 
out because I was dying. I was dying emotionally, 
spiritually, physically... And one of the things I 
learned was that I cannot go back there. I have to 
rise above... And I am going to, every day, get my 
guidance through prayer. And I know that's not 
what some people would like. But that's where I 
come from. And in my anger, and in my desire to 
blow bridges up, I'm going to take it to prayer and 
I'm going to see how I can most effectively dis- 
mantle that bridge. Blowing it up is too violent for 
me to create the world I want to see. But I definitely 
believe I can dismantle it if I just try hard enough. 

EFIJ: Well you gotta promise, just once, you'll 
come up to Eugene and get rowdy with us. 

Julia: Yeah, I was actually in Eugene right be- 
fore I came down to the redwoods. But I was not 
conscious yet... But- 1 was there, right before I 
climbed into Luna. So I'm definitely coming back. 

I can't wait to hug you and say thank you. 

EFIJ: Yeah, and smash a window or two. 

Julia: (Laughter) I'm going to find a way to clean it! 


photo by Penelope Andrews 



Two Proposals to Move the J oumal 


f) Ktrnm 70 

Tucson, Anozom i 


by Turtle, Rod and fellow Tucson 
Earth First! ers 

Earth First! Journal editorial collectives 
are to be commended for enduring criti- 
cism from within our movement, while 
not allowing it to prevent production of 
a cutting-edge publication that contrib- 
utes to a larger movement. In our opin- 
ion, the Joumalhas successfully remained 
open to participation by our diverse 
ranks and has reflected our movement 
in each incarnation with a degree of 
democracy rare among environmental 
organizations. Issues once considered 
"not Earth First! issues" have been 
represented and integrated into our 
movement in the forests, streets and 
through the pages of the Journal. The 
benefit is a broader struggle, one that 
breaks down walls and brings us closer 
to preserving a worldview where hu- 
mans are not at the center. 

In publishing the Journal, every tac- 
tic and strategy legitimately employed 
by our members and allies should be 
given equal respect and representa- 
tion, regardless of the opinions of the 
editorial collective. We consider this 
principle to be one of the Journal's 
most important responsibilities, to 
remain personally unbiased while en- 
deavoring to present the Earth First! 
movement as those participants who 
keep its spirit alive today see it. 

As Earth Firstlers in Tucson we request 
to move the Earth First! Journal. We 
propose that the Earth First! Journal move 
to Tucson to represent the Earth First! 
movement as its own members freely 
determine. The Earth Firstlers behind 
this proposal reflect a lot of the growth 
and diversity within our movement. 
We have worked with and are aware of 
the stability, responsibility and com- 
mitment required to publish the Journal 
and welcome it. After a year of consider- 
ation, we are prepared to provide a strong 
foundation for the Journal. 

Should the Journal move to Tucson, 
the defense of biodiversity where Earth 
First! is not established would be pro- 
moted and publicized. In Mexico, Cen- 
tral and South America, environmental 
battles continue to be largely ignored by 
the US environmental movement. The 
Journal's presence in Tucson would give 
voice to the struggles to protect these 
regions threatened by multinational cor- 
porations, while continuing with the 
strategies of the present editorial collec- 
tive through increasingly publicizing 
ideas, promoting actions, and evolving 
as a loud voice of opposition to the wars 
waged through corporate imperialism. 

Borders may separate environmental- 


citizens of a bioregion under repre- 
sented by environmentalists in the 
United States. Having the Journal in 
the Sonoran Desert would strengthen 
the ties Arizona's environmental 
community has with this region's 
dispossessed, poor, working class and 
indigenous peoples. This would sus- 
tain the Journal and include activists 
from outside the Earth First! commu- 
nity. It's not just about reporting on 
other similar struggles, but about be- 
coming an active part of them from 
the society largely responsible for the 
world's ecological problems. 

Earth First! ers seeking to work with 
the Journal in Tucson include former 
short termers at the Journal, editors of 
other environmental publications, 
people with extensive fundraising and 
sub-boosting backgrounds, volunteer 
coordinators, artists, photographers, 
videographers, web designers, lawyers, 
as well as activists with knowledge of 
bulk mailings, computer repairs and 
accounting. All are prepared to volun- 
teer for the Journal. We believe that the 
structure, makeup and strategy in this 
proposal would lead to a more efficient 
process of publishing the Journal, re- 
sulting in an increased readership. 

In the spirit that this proposal is 
just a proposal, we are simply ex- 
pressing that qualified individuals 
'are prepared to a make a long-term 
commitment to the Journal in Tuc- 
son. We remain committed to the 
process employed by the Journal when 
hiring editorial collective members. 

The Journal should not move only 
in response to a crisis. Like change 
within Earth First!, a move should be 
initiated when a collective of Earth 
First!ers exist who can take our 
struggle forward to a larger constitu- 
ency. We believe that we are capable 
of improving the paper in a way that 
only a new location and new blood 
can accommodate. Here in the South- 
west, we believe it's time to reignite 
the fires of resistance and make the 
Journal a publication to chronicle the 
blaze of radical environmentalism 
into the new century. 

We do not pretend to know what's 
best for the future of the Earth First! 
movement, though we believe we can 
carry its torch for a period of time until 
another Earth First! community is pre- 
pared to do so. We respectfully ask the 
Earth First! movement to let us show 
you what we've got. 

For a complete version of this pro- 
posal, please contact Rod at (520) 
903-9404; rodhasan@yahoo.com or 
Turtle at (520) 623-5252 x303; 


Eastward HO! 


by Errol Schweizer 

The future of mankind lies waiting 
for those who will come to understand 
their lives and take up responsibilities 
to all living things. 

— Vine Deloria 

The same power that manifests itself 
as resource extraction in the countryside 
manifests itself as racism, classism and 
human exploitation in the city. 

— Judi Bari 

The Earth First! Journal is the only 
publication that combines conserva- 
tion biology and wilderness preserva- 
tion with a radical social agenda. 

The EF! J could be a bridge to greater 
alliance building between radical 
ecologists and other activists who are 
envisioning a shift from a capitalistic 
world to a ecologically and socially 
just world. A move to the East Coast, 
where there is a much denser human 
population, and where many of the 
ecological issues are intrinsically in- 
terconnected to socio-political issues, 
would give the EF!J that much more 
leverage in making its mark. And as 
this country becomes more culturally 
and ethnically diverse (by 2050, white 
people will be in the minority), radi- 
cal ecologists need to connect to com- 
munities of color and working class 
communities who are struggling 
against McWorld. A great deal of 
biodiversity may not survive without 
a culturally diverse movement to pro- 
tect it. There would not be a lessening 
of the importance of wilderness pres- 
ervation, but maybe instead a greater 
understanding of how that struggle is 
connected to struggles against envi- 
ronmental racism and class oppres- 
sion. Having the Journal on this side 
of the country would catalyze more 
activism in the belly of the beast. 

By relocating to a community of 
color or a working-class community, 
the Journal would have the opportu- 
nity to be involved in the day-to-day 
struggles that revolutions are really all 
about — connecting the local issues 
with the global forces behind them. 

It is this community aspect that is of 
utmost importance. Many commu- 
nity groups have strong roots in their 
neighborhoods but lack the informa- 
tion and motivation of a radical analy- 
sis. Likewise, many radicals are not' 
rooted in the day-to-day struggles of 
communities but nonetheless have 
great ideas and energy for confronting 
the problems that face the biosphere. 
If radical ideas are not accepted by 
people outside of the activist subcul- 
ture, then our cause is lost. 

Some logistics: The proposal sug- 
gests that present members of the 


produce the Journal. The current col- 
lective is doing a great job and the shit 
would just get better if more people 
were reading the EF!J and contribut- 
ing. But if that is not the case, then at 
least one or two other long-termers 
besides myself would be needed to 
come on for at least a year apiece. It 
would be ideal if someone(s) from out 
West, down South or the Northeast, 
and with experience in wilderness pres- 
ervation, would come to add 
bioregional and ideological balance 
to the collective. Another possibility 
for some oversight could be to ap- 
point some sort of editorial advisory 
board composed of longtime activists 
from all over the country. 

Some ideas about the New York 
area: Community support is essential 
to the Journal's production. If it were 
to move to NY, there are numerous 
communities and support networks 
that would be available to keep the 
Journal running smoothly. Volunteers, 
short-termers and other staff could be 
recruited from the local communities, 
as the Journal presently does in Eu- 
gene. Making a bilingual Spanish sec- 
tion of the Journal would also be an 
outcome of this move. 

Also, with all of the colleges in the 
area, perhaps getting some grants to 
get interns to research specific envi- 
ronmental issues or articles could be 
a possibility. One other idea, if we 
were to move close to an urban or 
economically depressed area, would 
be to set up "activist exchanges" where 
the Journal could sponsor sending 
some neighborhood activist out to an 
EF! campaign for a small time, in 
exchange for some EF!ers coming to 
the hood for a while. 

I have done some research into 
office and living space in one com- 
munity in NY. (Let me stress that I 
am not set just on moving it to NY; 
I feel that there are a lot of places in 
the east that would be great, any- 
where from Maine to Miami; other 
people would just have to step for- 
ward with ideas, though). In Hunts 
Point, South Bronx, we could get a 
four-bedroom apartment in a 
townhouse for $750-800, that could 
serve as office space (another apart- 
ment could be living and crash 
space). There are other neighbor- 
hoods, such as Bed-Stuy and Red 
Hook, that also offer possibilities. 

If this sounds like the beginning of 
something cool, pleasecontactme. This 
does not have to be an immediate move 
and the ideas in here are applicable for 
a move to Tucson, Arizona, as well. 

Errol Schweizer is a Bronx-based or- 
ganizer, a former editor of the Journal, 
and a former editor of OFF! Contact 
him at commonsense@graffiti.net or 


ists politically, but they do not separate tortuga@sw-center.org. 


collective should come out here to csecology@yahoo.com. 



Editors Note: The present editorial collective a 
an ideal location to continue producing this ev< 
from the many spectrums of the Earth First! n 


evolving , continually growing newspaper. We strive 
vetnent and work very hard to present the intemat 
T e love Eugene dumpsters and free health care ant 
t y that make producing this fine rag possible and 
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Fewer dams in Arizona 

A recent settlement to remove two 
hydro-electric plants and water diver- 
sions from Fossil Creek in central Ari- 
zona has been successful. According to 
the settlement signed by the Center 
for Biological Diversity, Arizona Pub- 
lic Service and other environmental 
groups, the plants will be decommis- 
sioned and full flows will be restored 
to the river by 2005. Fossil Creek which 
stems from a spring with a constant 
flow of 43 cubic feet per second is one 
of the best potential native fish resto- 
ration areas in the Southwest. It has 
been diverted and abused for 90 years 
by an antiquated and redundant sys- 
tem of Canals and power plants, 

. 

Cougar in the East? 

A new study released this past De- 
cember details potential habitat for the 
federally endangered eastern cougar 
( Puma concolor) in the Central Appala- 
chians. 'The purpose of this study is to 
help elevate the debate over the exist- 
ence of cougars in the eastern wilds. 
Our study shows there is plenty of 
habitat and abundant food for cougars, 
thousands of people claim they see 
cougars in Central Appalachia every 
year, but state and federal agencies in- 
sist there are none left" said Kristin 
Tavema, the study's principle author. 
' Whether cougars exist in the East is 
still in question but, contrary to agency 
opinion, there is strong evidence that 
some cougars survive in the wild. These 
cats are highly elusive," she continued. 

UsingGIS software, this analysis iden- 
tified suitable cougar habitat in Central 
Appalachia according to landscape char- 
acteristics of prey density, road density, 
human population density and land 
use. In addition, the study provides a 
natural history oi die cougar in Appala- 
chia and discusses challenges to its taxo- 
nomic status and consequent manage- 
ment implications. "Our study identi- 
fied excellent cougar habitat in several 
states including portions of West Vir- 
ginia, Virginia, Maryland, Ohio and 
Pennsylvania. The habitat is there, the 
sightings are there and verified tracks 
have been found. It's only a matter of 
time before we re-discover the animal, " 
said Jason Halbert, Appalachian Resto- 
ration Campaign Coordinator. 

Ten percent of the Pacific 
Coast named plover habitat 

The US Fish and Wildlife Service 
ha published a final rule designating 
crit al habitat for the Pacific Coast 


ver ( Charadrius alexandrinus nivosus). 
This action fulfills the service's obli- 
gations under a 1998 court order, 
which was the culmination of over 
four years of litigation by conserva- 
tion organiza'ions, following the 
listing of the snowy plover as a 
threatened species on the Pacific Coast 
on March 5, 1993. 

These 28 critical habitat locations 
total 20,000 acres and span 210 miles of 
coastline, about 10 percent of the coast 
of the western continental US. 

The service now indicates that a 
recovery plan for the threatened 
snowy plover will be available by 
spring 2000. This final critical habi- 
tat went into effect on January 6. 

While Judge Rafeedie acknowledged 
that the service required 12 months 
to complete the final designation, he 
indicated that there was no reason for 
further delay in complying with the 
law. At last, after almost 12 years since 
the snowy plover was first petitioned 
for listing, the US Fish and Wildlife 
Service has finally complied with the 
law to extend full protection of the 
Endangered Species Act. 



Grizzly bears fishing for salmon in British Columbia, Canada. 


continued from front page 

Grizzly bears have the lowest repro- 
ductive rate of any land mammal on the 
North American continent. One rea- 
son for this is the late sexual matura- 
tion of female grizzlies, as they do 
not start breeding until five to eight 
years of age. If optimum conditions 
exist breeding females will produce 
only one to three cubs at two to 
three year intervals. In addition, 
there is a relatively long two to three- 
year attachment of young grizzlies 
to their mothers. Grizzly bear popu- 
lations are especially susceptible to 
the impacts of sport hunting because of 
these reproductive limitations. Grizzlies 
do not have the biological characteris- 
tics of a prey species; they reproduce 
slowly, and their populations recover 
slowly from human induced mortality. 

The Kitlope Valley, located in Haisla 
territory on the north coast, is a prime 
example of the toll being taken on 
coastal grizzlies by hunting. A vast 
intact drainage, the Kitlope's grizzly 
bear population was decimated by 
years of excessive sport hunting. As a 
result of the Haisla First Nation's ef- 
forts to stop the unrestrained killing 
of grizzlies in the Kitlope, the prov- 
ince finally implemented a ban on 
grizzly hunting in the valley. How- 
ever, a prolonged grizzly population 
depression is still evident there. 

When Cathy McGregor was deposed 
as environment minister and replaced 
by Joan Sawicki, Raincoast hoped it 
was a sign that the government might 
take a more enlightened approach to 
grizzly bear management. 

But by all indications, the utter 
neglect for the coastal grizzly bear 
issue that earmarked McGregor's reign 
is going to be continued under 
Sawicki. Meet the new boss, s*me as 
the old boss; hunting overkill and 
habitat destruction in the Great Bear 
Rainforest continues unabated. 

In BC, grizzly bear management 
emanates from the barrel of a gun, as 
evidenced by the recent killing of 
numerous grizzlies in Rivers Inlet by 
provincial conservation officers. Gov- 
ernment negligence in failing to pro- 
tect grizzly bear habitat and wild 
salmon stocks has now become a hu- 
man safety issue as grizzlies desperately 
search for food in coastal communities 
such as Oweekeno Village. 

Minister Sawicki refuses to meet with 
conservation groups to discuss the 
coastal grizzly bear issue. Sawicki's ex- 
cuse? Her calendar is "fully committed" 
in the coming months. The decline of 
grizzly populations apparently is not a 
concern to the new minister. This der- 
elict attitude prevails despite the fact 
that one of the BC government's own 


biologists, Dionys De Leeuw, has plainly 
exposed the pseudo-scientific rationale 
behind the government's grizzly hunt- 
ing policy. De Leeuw says that "there is 
no evidence suggesting any sport hunt- 
ing of grizzlies is sustainable in BC. In 
fact, there are strong indications that 
past and continuing population declines 
are due to excessive sport hunting." 

In a strongly worded petition recently 
submitted to the BC government, 68 
biologists are calling for the enactment 
of a five to 10-year moratorium on all 
sport hunting of grizzly bears pending 
completion of long-term population 
studies in the province's six bioregions. 
Yet the BC government clings to the 
voodoo science of its pro-sport hunting 
Wildlife Branch in order to cater to the 
extremist special interest groups that 
favor killing grizzlies for fun and profit. 

Sawicki recently wrote that "the 
biggest impact on grizzly bear popu- 
lations by far is habitat loss due to 
human activity..." This is an incred- 
ibly ironic statement given that the 
BC government is facilitating the 
widespread destruction of coastal 
grizzly habitat in order to serve the 
agenda of four multinational timber 
companies (Interfor, Western Forest 
Products, West Fraser Timber and 
MacMillan Bloedel-Weyerhaeuser). 

Since 1990 Thirty-four intact valleys 
have been roaded and clearcut in the 
Great Bear Rainforest. Fifteen of those 
valleys have had logging roads punched 
into them since September 1997. 

In the entire Great Bear Rainforest 
there is only one park, the 
Khutzeymateen, that is legislated as a 
fully protected sanctuary for grizzly 
bears. Since the province announced its 
so-called "Grizzly Bear Conservation 
Strategy" in 1995, no coastal grizzly 
bear core habitat has been protected. 

BC has no Endangered Species Act or 
any other substantive legislation to 
protect species at risk such as the griz- 
zly bear. The BC Environmental As- 
sessment Act specifically excludes for- 
est practices from environmental scru- 
tiny. The minimal wildlife provisions 
under the Forest Prac- 
tices Code have never 
been implemented. 

The code's "Identified 
Wildlife Management 
Strategy" is meaning- 
less in the case of a wide 
ranging apex predator 
such as the grizzly as it 
sets an arbitrary one 
percent cap impact on 
the "annual allowable 
cut" as a constraint 
on any grizzly bear 
managementinitiative. 

Large carnivore ex- 


pert Dr. Paul Paquet recently stated 
that current provisions under the code 
governing forest practices are not 
compatible with the long term sur- 
vival of grizzly bears. Enshrining 
clearcut logging and an unsustain- 
able rate of cut, the code is ultimately 
a death sentence for grizzlies. Yet the 
BC government continues to claim 
that the code obviates the need for 
endangered species legislation in BC. 

The BC government claims it has "a 
provincial strategy to manage grizzly 
bear populations conservatively." But 
according to provincial biologist De 
Leeuw, "grizzly bears have been extir- 
pated from most of North America. The 
species is presently declining and listed 
as vulnerable in BC. This disturbing fact 
by itself ought to be sufficient reason to 
stop all sport hunting of grizzly bears. 
Unless extremely solid evidence can be 
provided, which unequivocally demon- 
strates that continued hunting does not 
exacerbate already vulnerable and de- 
clining bear populations, all sport hunt- 
ing of these animals should be stopped. " 

The reality is that the BC government 
has never carried out an accurate census 
of coastal grizzlies, yet rationalizes the 
ongoing issuance of kill tags by using a 
scientifically unsound "habitat suitabil- 
ity" model to calculate its inflated griz- 
zly population estimates. 

De Leeuw has revealed that the Wild- 
life Branch calculates "a theoretical po- 
tential huntable grizzly bear surplus 
based on inappropriately applied habi- 
tat suitability indices... virtually all griz- 
zly bears could be exterminated in BC 
by sport hunters, while government 
habitat suitability measurements alone 
would continue to calculate a theoreti- 
cal potential bear abundance and con- 
tinue to establish a harvestable surplus." 

A recent poll conducted by View- 
points Research Ltd. showed that 
over 70 percent of BC residents agree 
that large geographic areas should 
be set aside as habitat for grizzly 
bears. Another poll commissioned 
by the province revealed that a strong 
majority of British Columbians also 
support protecting far more wilder- 
ness beyond the BC government's 
arbitrary 12 percent cap. Another 
recent Angus Reid poll showed that 
76 percent of British Columbians 
favor a ban on grizzly hunting. 

Please write, fax or e-mail today! Let 
Environment Minster Joan Sawicki 
know how important you think it is to 
protect the remaining intact river val- 
leys in the Great Bear Rainforest and 
that placing a moratorium on the sport 
hunting of grizzly bears is essential. 

Write to Minister Joan Sawicki, Leg- 
islative Buildings, Victoria, BC V8V 
1X4, Canada; (250) 387-1356; 
joan.sawicki.office@leg@bc.ca.Formore 
information contact Raincoast Conser- 
vation Society, POB 8663, Victoria, BC 
V8W 3S2; greatbear@raincoast.org; 
www.raincoast.org. 



Grizzly hunters in British Columbia. 
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AND I WAS WERE 


SOUL WITCHING IN THE LAND OF WANT 


i stoocC at the facility 
where Buffalo are locked in 
and sent off to s Laughter 
the warm winter sun 
sent snow heaps 
dropping from trees 


Once there was a planet 
With water and sky blue £ 
Clouds were white | 

With snow on the mountains 
Jungles green m i ■ 

Where every color flew by as bird 
Swam through as fish 
A planet breathing in a million sh 
And I was there 


Unden. a gneed stained sky 
in the Land opWant 
rhe cowled smangen leaned on his 
stapp and Looked down the 
ly concnere mad to the city 

in the distance /i l t * 

Ajrren many days op Tnavel 
he had come to the capital 
my op the Hungny Ghosts 
Ghosts wirh msanabLe cnavmgs 
f| nevensahsped ffm 

they dnank, bur neve# Quenched ifjl 
I /} fljeiR thinsT , ate hut neven pelt / 
f Uri he absence op,bi^io^baeed^ ^ j C' 
Themselves m goods hut neven 
Lo^rrhem wanting ik < 

Them tnue souls had been 
taken by the Wizands op Want 
/! leaving onLy an unbalanced 
j I nemmnfoneed turned to gneed 
with no memony op the edemc 
time op want op want 
The smangen wandened ihnough 
adismicr op towemng buildings 
Attaching two gneen willow sticks 
to his stapp a divining nod was pashioned 
Holding a stick in each hand the stapp 
pulled him in a semi-ancle and poimed 
him towand the Building op Fonhiddmg 
This was the National Depositdny 
op Souls kept as collatenal 
pon punchases dmven by cnavmgs 
this was the dooming Font Hocks 
Entening, h e w e nt to the main ... 
vault and smack it tbnee jimes 
with his stapp neleasmg the 
peller sized shnimken souls 

1 l V > .. , ,# / / * . . % J 

which negainep them size J% 

* flemests to the Wizands op Want 
He was the Witchen pon Lost Sauls* 


a dripping rhythm on (eaves 

T $\\ M 

you guarding the facility 
approach me from your truck, 
you ask why i am here 
i slide forward cht skis 
and ted you 

JXSk % jJJ I jnj 

i have come Because there is suffering 
frierpfs of0el£arth 
Buffalo Brothers andsiSife^ 

and the Montana Department of livestock 
is trapped in illusion I V| 


Seasons came and changed 
Followed weather’s beaten path 
Warmed in spring till flowers burst 
Open for the bees £ 

Summer fed mosquitoes and goldenrods 

And winter blanketed the sleep 
Where snowshoe hares dimpled silence 
A planet enraptured by its seasons 
And I was there TO / f \ / 

M 1 / i /£* // 

- - , jfiSl #■' 

Water ran past in rivers 

Thundered in serious play with waterfalls 

Hid twtkflraUM ' ■ (jPli v m 

Backed up huge and deep in lakes 

Held down oceans for whales 

Fell in tiny drops from all over the sky 

Bubbled from the ground in clear, cool spri 

m . e j .4 i jti’i. 


for you i* ft fx : * 

and Buff aCo 

r^eha-ve compassion t-vi 

and the Barth Mother caUs to us 14 

tol^^^isewoufidsLZ lvt 

can you hear her catting dm*))/, 
to transform our Greed and illusion / 
i ask you IJjF ' . ^ 

But you ted me 
ad y oil hear are snowmobiles 

« / \ jrl jf 

and they come roaring down the road 
four Buffkdocanterxng 
in front of police vehicles 
snowmobiles andyahooing livestock men 
we shout and invite drums to sound 
for the Barth spirits 
offer toBacco and os ha 
but the gates are shut 
the Buffalo are in your death camp 
andyou Grin and laugh 
i ask y ou how y ou can kid a Buffalo 
icannot you see yourself in themi 
But you do not identify. 
and say it is 'easy, i jus. 


To feed the Iqw. 


he trigger !‘ 


But it is oBvious 
who is fading 
who is Blinded ' - 

vj.'-s*— ■ 1 = n 1 

tfioJHndfick^igm 
I i; : 1 S 

a raven circles y \ 
soaring overheat 


NOT SO LONG AGO 


A million years or somgo 

Up until not so long ago 

W e lived in our natural habitai 

S ay other animal 

i we evolved to belong 
ad plants lived there wit! 
init need clothing \ t . 
ktructnd sheltei^^vT|Jfw 
ide comfortable nests of e 
U nder trees and the open sky 


-4-§ilent Sunday j 


Maybe we 

/ Jm i. ■ <LA 1. £ I 1 


)8 MLK Jr. SluJ^EJ^h^ 
Berkeley. CA 94720-4510 


Lynn Jacobs 
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More of your 


Dear Shit fer Brains, 

As one of the 240 Sea Turtles 
let loose in Seattle during the 
WTO protests and a known Peace 
Nazi, I'd like to commend the 
editorial, "The People Must be 
United," in the Yule 2000 issue. 

It will always be touchy when 
nonviolent direct action and the 
breaking of things happen si- 
multaneously. We should all 
know that by now. It is my convic- 
tion that true and active nonvio- 
lence is both the most effective 
and the most militant path to 
change. That said, I'd like to say 
a few words in defense of the 
"Anarchists from Eugene." 

First, the media did not dis- 
tinguish between the anarchists 
and the opportunistic looters 
in their wake. And isn't it inter- 
esting that if an individual disre- 
gards civil law, breaks a window 
and takes a bag of Starbucks cof- 
fee, they are called a violent 
criminal, but if a corporation 
disregards civil law, desecrates 
an entire ecosystem and com- 
promises the health and well be- 
ing of countless thousands, it is 
called world trade? 

During the protest, Seattle 
media reiterated again and again 
what a pity it was that a few 
violent marauders (yes, a Seattle 
reporter for KIRO TV News used 
the word "marauders") had com- 
promised the message of thou- 
sands of peaceful protesters. In 
fact, wasn't it the violent police 
who did their best to squelch our 
First Amendment rights to free- 
dom of speech and assembly? 

It is true that the "Anarchists 
from Eugene" have been 
scapegoated. In my opinion to 
take heat away from the police 
and the WTO itself. Let's not 
use that as a reason to 
marginalize the anarchists' con- 
tribution or to condemn activ- 
ists who are committed to a path 
of nonviolence. 

Let's keep the dialog open. 

— Peggy Sue 

Dear SFB, 

I have been part of Earth First! 
in Seattle for a few years now. I 
wanted to share my observa- 
tions on the WTO event: 1) I 
don't think that the property 
destruction did one bit of good 
accept for peoples egos. Let's 
get real here. You don't want to 
see a real riot. I would wager 
that more than 90 percent of 
the property destruction was 
carried out by people that don't 
live anywhere near, say, a real 
burned-out inner city. There is 
a reason why the journal comes 
out of Eugene and not Detroit; 
2) One of the first things I 
learned when I started doing 
this stuff was that nonviolent 
civil disobedience and property 
destruction in the same space is 
a bad mix. You show me any 
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campaign around that 
would find this acceptable. 
Well believe it or not, we 
actually have a campaign 
going on in Seattle. It may 
not have a brand name, 
but that's OK. We all know 
or at least should know by 
now when it's time to fuck 
shit up. People's lives were 
put in danger, without their 

knowledge or consent, by not 
only the fucking cops, but by 
the people carrying out the de- 
struction. There is no way 
around this fact. I was there; 3) 
All this flies against what Anar- 
chism really is. Anarchism is a 
global movement that is chal- 
lenging and dismantling the in- 
stitutions that oppress us all. We 
need to present a real alternative 
to corporate rule. In order to do 
that, we need to be organized. 
This means that we need to real- 
ize as individuals how our ac- 
tions can have an impact on 
someone else's life and be held 
accountable for it. Hats off to 
the good folks organizing the 
neighborhoods in St. Louis, New- 
ark and L.A. 

— Patrick 

To all the defenders of sustain- 
able eco-love, 

You all are blessed angels! I 
personally thank you all for what 
you do. I wish we could all at 
once awaken from this illusion 
that requires so much waste, 
poison and rape of the land. 

I pray for ^bu all. The infi- 
nite one is watching through 
you and over you always. You 
all have a special gift and are 
obligated to it, as we all are. 

Thank you, and love on, 

— Brian Edgar 

Hola EF! 

Saw yer excellent cover- 
age of the WTO protests in 
the December-January, 

2000 issue. But I did no- 
tice in the "International 
N30 Roundup," that you 
didn't include Austin, 
Texas. Many Austin environ- 
mental, labor, peace and justice 
groups came together to launch 
a massive education campaign 
about the WTO. Our efforts paid 
off with some 40 Austinites trav- 
eling to Seattle and an anti- WTO 
protest to the state crapitol on 
N30 with some 500-700 people. 
When people returned from Se- 
attle, we did a speak-out where 
we told our stories of what hap- 
pened in Seattle. From there, 
several ongoing discussion 
groups and alliances have 
started, and an Art and Revolu- 
tion collective has begun. Its 
first mission was making pup- 
pets for the N30 march. Thanx 
to the evil that the WTO does, 
many people that normally 
don't work together are starting 
to make connections and alli- 
ances. Remember, we are the 
city, and we shut it down! 

— Skot 

Dear SFB, 

A Berkeley expatriate, I aban- 
doned the SS Amurika in 1994 
for Australia, only to find that 
the United Snakes multina- 
tional monster is rapidly de- 
vouring us here as well. Not 
only is rampant commercial- 


ism and California-type 
suburbanization swimming 
across the vast Pacific spoiling 
the human habitat. Govern- 
ment has aligned itself, as usual, 
with big business, and in the 
past four years of a Liberal (read 
"Republican") regime we have 
suffered the following: 1) A leg- 
islative ^reversal of the High 
Court's holdings on Native 
Title, resulting in divesting all 
the gains aborigines have made 
in land rights under Labor (read 
"Democrat") governments; 2) 
Opening of two new uranium 
mines on native title land, in 
flagrant disregard of World Heri- 
tage law and specific findings 
by UNESCO experts that ura- 
nium mining does not respect 
either Native Title or World 
Heritage values; 3) An "explor- 
atory" lease granted to mine 
shale oil in Bundaberg, 
Queensland, with grave poten- 
tial of damaging the southern- 
most Great Barrier Reef; 4) A 
cyanide heap-leach gold mine 
in Timbarra Forest, New South 
Wales, in midst of Australia's 
only high-elevation wetlands; 
5) Kanadian-Amurikin con- 
glomerate Pangea's license to 



site world-wide nuclear waste 
in Western Australia on native 
title land, as Australia's "contri- 
bution to international secu- 
rity," in the words of Robert 
Galucci, of George Washington 
University in DC, one of 
Clinton's special advisers; 6) A 
double-cross by the state Labor 
government on local north 
coast forests, granting timber 
fellers open slather to Stihl pe- 
nis old-growth trees (for us "old" 
is 300 years); 7) Massive 
clearfelling in Queensland by 
graziers to raise cattle. 

Well, that's only a partial list 
of jobs needing attention by 
people willing to work for little 
or no pay, to be ignored or ridi- 
culed by the media, to persist in 
pushing papers through courts, 
to blockade at key sites. 

Wendy and I were shocked to 
see Fire in the Eyes and to hear 
that Judge Vaughn Walker ac- 
tually found such tactics Con- 
stitutionally permissible. 
Couple that with the Seattle 


police riots, and you can imag- 
ine that from overseas, to intel- 
ligent folks with integrity, 
Amurikan police look like the 
Schuts Staffel of yesteryear. That 
ain't no news to this warrior — 1 
was beaten, tear-gassed and jailed 
at Berkeley for standing alongside 
my black brothers and sisters and 
for opposing the draft and Viet- 
nam. Yessuh, we’s deffintly on de 
list at Langley or wherever! 

Please keep us informed of 
the fight to save the old-growth 
redwoods and the court battle 
against pepper gas. 

Cheers, 

— Ronald Wolff 

Dear SFB, 

I am writing in response to a 
letter which appeared in your 
August-September, 1999 issue 
of EF!J. To which I would like to 
say... Fuck you, Dan Longcore! 
It's people like you who got us 
here in the first place! "Hey 
don't worry about it, just keep 
sprawling, there will be forests 
for me to enjoy!" What a fucking 
great mentality! You're so igno- 
rant. You think the forests of 
this Earth exist strictly for hu- 
man enjoyment. Wrong! The 
forests of this Earth existed long 
before modern man decided he 
had a "better way." We should 
protect nature simply because 
it has a right to exist. 

Oh, and by the way. My 
woman does shave her legs and 
pits. She's also hotter than hell! 
But, regrettably, we are both veg- 
etarians so we can't go to Taco 
Bell and play asinine games like 
Defeat theDarkside. As far as "en- 
joying modern society" is con- 
cerned, whatever you say man. 

— Matthew Kirk 

Dear Earth First! Journal, 

I recently purchased three 
Earth First! T-shirts and was 
shocked and angry to learn the 
shirts were manufactured in 
Honduras. This is bullshit! 
Earth First! should be embar- 
rassed. You could have found 
T-shirts made from organic 
cotton made with non-slave 
labor in the United States. I 
don't care if they cost more, 
at least we would be support- 
ing the organic cotton industry 
and not slave labor. Your motto 
is "No Compromise in Defense 
of Mother Earth." Well, this is a 
big compromise. This is about 
as hypocritical as it comes. 
Please respond, 

— Mace Roberts 


Ed. Note: Although the Journal 
sells T-shirts from Honduras, prints 
on dead trees, uses a tion-union 
printshop, buys mailing party food 
at Costco, purchases envelopes at 
Office Max and sometimes wipes 
with only 20-percent recycled t.p., 
we try to be as PC as possible. Thank 
you for this SFB — it will be dis- 
cussed at our next staff meeting. 
Hopefully we will soon have all or- 
ganic/local tees on our shelves! 

-JL 

Dearest shit for brains, 

Today I went down to the 
River Faction POB to check on 
mail and found a bundle of 
primers waiting for me from the 
Journal. I grabbed them and 
threw them in the back of my 



pickup and took off, glad that 
they had arrived. The group here 
is new and enthusiastic, but at 
times it can be intimidating try- 
ing to explain what Earth First! 
is all about when it's just two of 
us that have been involved for 
any time. I thought of this and 
how the Journal had supported 
organizing efforts in the past in 
other towns and realized how 
much it helps to have a clear- 
inghouse like the Journal to as- 
sist in organizing efforts with 
info and Journals and shirts. So 
I wanted to write just to say 
thanks to the Journal. Sometimes 
it's late, but it always arrives. 
You all do an invaluable service 
to the movement, and I wanted 
to take a moment to say so. 

On another note, I encourage 
everyone to pencil in the ren- 
dezvous this summer on your 
calendar. Almost every week- 
end folks have been out scout- 
ing sites and actions and are 
hard at work to make this a 
great gathering. We're very se- 
rious about the rendezvous and 
regionally are spending lots of 
time organizing, refining and 
preparing for it. Already we have 
Ramona Africa of the MOVE 
organization coming and are ap- 
proaching others like Howard 
Zinn to attend, if just for a few 
days. We are preparing train, 
trail and road route descriptions 
for folks to get here. Though it 
may be a bit of a trip for the 
West Coasters to come, we think 
it will be worth your time. And 
in terms of population density, 
it’s a fact that we have a lot 
more people on the East Coast 
to recruit from. So buy your 
tickets, plan your carpools, get 
your bike tuned up, whatever, 
however. Just plan on getting 
here. Cause though it will be 
the year 2000, we're going to 
party like it's 1 999 . Plus we have 
a lot of work to do together to 
get Earth First! into the new 
century with a bang. 

Y'all come, 

— Chris Irwin, 
River Faction-Katuah Earth First! 

Earth First! 

Greetings and salutations! Hav- 
ing read your magazine a few times 
before, I am relatively familiar 
with your ideologies, and 1 sup- 
port your calls for environmental 
and social justice. 

Recently, I've received a copy 
of Judi Bari's Revolutionary Ecology 
and a tape of her spoken word 
(Alternative Tentacles), and I am 
blown away by her commitment 
and passion towards justice and 
Earth First! 

Now, my curiosity and interest 
in Earth First! has increased even 
further, and I can resist no more! 
Please send a subscription. 

Thanks, 

— Laura 


Dear SFB, 

Rather than asking for a huge 
space in the Journal to address the 
attacks on sabotage by nonvio- 
lence dogmatists, I have put my 
essay "Nonviolence and Its Vio- 
lent Consequences" on a web 
page: www.iiipublishing.com/ 
nonviol.btm 

For those of you lucky enough 
not to have access to the net, send 
$1 to III Publishing, POB 1581, 


Those Long SFBs Are Driving Us Bananas — - 
Keep Them Under 300 Words You Gorillas 


Gualala, CA, and I'll send you a 
copy (it's a 12-page pamphlet). 
Please feel free to make your own 
copies if that is convenient. 

— Bill Meyers 

Dear SFB, 

Hypocrisy: one word describes 
you and all of your kind. Get a 
new hobby or get a job and 
leave decent people alone. 
Think about what you are do- 
ing. Find a new agenda. This 
Earth and everything on it was 
here before you and it will be 
here when you, and I are gone. 
You are not the only radicals 
out there! 

— Erin Welch 

Greetings comrades and fellow 
warriors for the spirit of the wild: 

I am writing you from deep 
inside the tombs of the 
Amerikan injustice system as a 
hostage of the Evil Empire — 
one of nearly two million po- 
litical prisoners of war currently 
detained in concentration 
camps across the country. 

Long before 1 became a cap- 
tive of the state in 1998, I was 
very active with many causes 
and spent a good 10 years sub- 
verting the system on various 
levels. As disempowering as im- 
prisonment is, I have still found 
ways to remain active by net- 
working and writing letters to 
corporations, politicians, etc. 
Unfortunately, 99 percent of 
those in prison adhere to the 
lowest common denominator 
and truly become exactly what 
the system wants them to be. I 
will be out in 2002 and cannot 
wait to get back to the 
frontlines — all prison is for me 
is a brief detour and break from 
society — an opportunity to 


You certainly would not pay 
them for doing it! Yet that is 
what we, as a capitalist society, 
do everyday! 

By purchasing the consumer 
goods that we do everyday, we 
condone the payment of an elite 
few to punch holes in our life- 
boat, the planet Earth. 

Let's talk about life, about 
your life and mine and the col- 
lective life of humanity and all 
the other species which inhabit 
this planet. From animals and 
insects to trees and fungus. We 
are all equally dependent on 
our lifeboat, and yet we, hu- 
manity, are allowing members 
of our own species, operating 
within our own societies, to sys- 
tematically destroy our home! 
Why is this? - 

We call these collectives of 
misguided humans corpora- 
tions and governments. These 
collectives serve the needs, not 
of the whole, but of the few, 
driven by the greed of capital- 
ism and the need to stay in 
power — over you! 

As a human being born on 
the planet Earth, you and I, and 
every single individual life, has 
the inherent right of clean air, 
clean water, a healthy ecosys- 
tem and the ability to walk the 
face of the Earth as a free entity. 

These are not privileges to be 
partitioned out by the few; they 
are your birthright! Whenever you 
buy bottled water instead of de- 
manding that the water in your 
local ecosystem be clean enough 
to drink, you reinforce the corpo- 
rate choke-hold. Since the Indus- 
trial Revolution, these inherent 
rights have degraded and are slip- 
ping away, one by one. 

Due to the greed and mis- 
management of governments 


"Covered with a lush rain forest 
and surrounded by stunning 
blue waters, this island has been 
untouched by humans for cen- 
turies. " The very next paragraph 
goes on to say, "The sixteen 
marooned castaways will be 
forced to band together and 
carve out a new existence, find 
food, build shelter and create 
an island society." This is all a 
contest that lasts seven weeks. 
Every moment will be taped, 
and America will watch as all 
but one castaway is voted off 
the island. The winner of this 
contest gets $1 million. But at 
what expense to the environ- 
ment? Seven weeks, shelter and 
food for 16 people (not to men- 
tion the TV crew and all of there 
equipment or the issue of hu- 
man waste). Do they actually 
think this will have no impact 
on the environment? Was an 
environmental impact study 
done? I am writing to you at 
Earth First! because 1 hope you 
will see the ignorance in this 
whole idea. It's just unneces- 
sary, and I am hoping there is 
something that can be done. 
Thank you for your attention 
with this e-mail. 1 am writing to 
you from a friends computet-. 

Thanks again, 

-JC 

Dear SFB, 

Seattle may have been the best 
resistance to corporate culture, 
monopoly capitalism, poli-eco- 
nomic psychosis and future 
shock experienced in the North 
American sector. But lets- be 
honest, resisting nukes in space 
with broken windows and 
chants is not a winning strat- 
egy. Corporate culture must be 
replaced by a green (left en- 


hit) from corporate economics 
and politics by co-creating a green 
culture and breaking our depen- 
dency on banks, oil cartels, in- 
surance companies, Safeway, 
Walmart/Home Depot and rape 
of the Third World, etc. We must 
bite the hand that currently feeds 
us! Capitalism is rushing us all to 
ultimate destruction. Life first 
must challenge profit/power first. 

Print these green values, think 
cooperation, land, hard work, 
peasant pleasures, permacultural 
ingenuity, genuine sensitivity, 
trust, integrity, community, etc. 

Imagine... John could! He died 
for it. Can we do less? 

— Namaste Green Fire via 
Bruce Shearer 

Dear Earth First! Journal, 

An epiphany inspired by re- 
cent events: Multinational capi- 
talism is the new Communism, 
and the first pitch of the new 
Cold War was tossed in Seattle in 
late November. Like Commu- 
nism, multinational capitalism 
led by its Big Brother, the World 
Trade Organization, wants inter- 
national revolution, and they 
hope to achieve it by capturing 
the hearts and minds of the 
people through propaganda, if 
possible, and by force, if neces- 
sary. Too bad if it tears societies 
apart or bastardizes rich cultural 
heritage or destroys the environ- 
ment. These are the operating 
costs of perpetual profits. At the 
peak of the so-called Cold War, 
in the late 1950s, the brilliant 
self-taught philosopher Eric 
Hoffer seemed to anticipate this 
very state of affairs. In an essay 
called "Imitation and Fanati- 
cism" contained in his indispens- 
able book The Ordeal of Change 
Hoffer writes: "Ever since Capi- 



vider called Biodevices. Every ani- 
mal at the facility was taken and 
placed in loving arms leaving the 
prison empty of all life. If it had 
been up to those carrying out the 
action, Biodevices would have 
been burned to the ground, never 
to reopen. Unfortunately, and I 
mean that with all the rage and 
passion conceivable, part of the 
underground railroad that was ac- 
cepting the dogs was unwilling to 
follow through with their part, if 
fire was involved. So, those inside 
did as much damage as possible 
by means of spray painting, 
smashing, destroying records and 
flooding by leaving all faucets 
turned on. The jars with formal- 
dehyde holding hearts, brains and 
other organs were left alone. 

This action took years of recon 
and preparation. I arrived know- 
ing very little about the logistics 
but expected to be challenged 
mentally, emotionally and physi- 
cally. I am familiar with cities and 
how they operate, but my first 
time encountering the area in 
which Biodevices was located pro- 
voked a fear in me that took a 
while to accept. There were video 
cameras on nearly every 
streetlight, a police communica- 


purge myself of any remaining 
attachments to Western culture. 

My purpose in writing is to 
ask if you could send me the 
most recent copy of the Earth 
First! Journal. (I have Samhain, 
November-December 1999.) 1 
was recently transferred and cur- 
rently have no job, thus no 
money, so I was wondering if I 
could get a subscription tempo- 
rarily and pay later. 1 am being 
moved again in March and will 
have a job then and be able to 
afford it. The EF! Journal is the 
only source for real news, and I 
miss having it terribly. 

Thank you for considering 
this. The struggle continues. I 
wish you all much peace... 

Solidarity, 

— Desert Wolf 

Hello neighbors, 

Suppose you found yourself 
in a lifeboat with a large number 
of people. Among you are a small 
group of individuals known to 
be highly intelligent and moti- 
vated, and the crowd relies on 
their expertise to survive. 

Now, suppose these experts 
began to drill holes in the hull 
of the lifeboat. The water is rush- 
ing in, yet they continue to work 
and assure everyone that noth- 
ing harmful will happen. 

What would you do? Would 
you continue to watch and wait 
until the boat sank and everyone 
drowned, or would you take im- 
mediate and direct action to stop 
them and repair the damage? 


and corporations in the last cen- 
tury the overall situation on our 
planet has become critical and 
threatens our very existence. 
How did we let it come to this? 

Yet, I am one who still be- 
lieves there is time to take di- 
rect action in order to turn 


hancing) culture... green values, 
life long commitment and crea- 
ture brilliance. "How do you 
stop a charging elephant? You 
take away it's credit card." Yes, 
we all fund corporate culture 
and yet we want a sustainable 
positive future. This can't be! 


talism came into its own we have 
caught glimpses of the Capital- 
ists' dream of omnipotence. It is 
a dream of total noninterference 
of a "company state" rather than 
a company within a state. Some 
Capitalists tried to realize this 
dream in distant colonies where 


things around on this planet; 
Mother Earth can still regener- 
ate herself if we act soon. I can 
sum up what you can do in the 


To get rid of corporate insanity, 
we must starve it! 

The idea is to withdraw (hit by 


they were unrestrained by the 
mores and traditions of their 
homeland. But only a Commu- 
nist regime succeeds in making 



popular saying: think globally, 
act locally. 

Think about it, 

— Coyote 


Attention: Earth First!, 

I would like to bring to your 
attention a matter that 
greatly concerns me. I re- 
cently have heard about a 
new TV show CBS plans 
to air in the summer of 
2000. They are in the ap- 
plication process of re- 
cruiting 16 strangers to 
be marooned on a de- 
serted island. It sounds 
innocent enough until 
you hear the details. 

The island is in the Ma- 
laysian state of Sabah 
off the coast of Borneo. 

There are no humans 
living on this island, 
but it is home to sea 
turtles, monitor liz- 
ards, macaque mon- 
key, pythons, wild pigs 
and coral snakes. The 
CBS web site says it all 
in the same breath: 


the wildest Capitalist dream come 
true right in the home country. A 
monolithic company, the Com- 
munist party, takes possession of 
a whole country. It not only owns 
every acre of land, every build- 
ing, factory, etc., but has 
absolute dominion over 
the bodies and souls of 
every man, woman, and 
child. The aim of this su- 
per-Capitalist company is 
to turn the captive popu- 
lation into skilled mechan- 
ics and so shape their souls 
that they would toil from 
sunup to sundown, thank- 
ful to be alive and blessing 
their exploiters. It is only 
natural that such a "com- 
pany state" should aspire 
to turn itself into a hold- 
ing company of the planet." 
Sincerely, 

— Alan Bisbort 


Greetings from the ALF! 
The last weekend of 
August 1999, 46 dogs were 
liberated from behind the hor- 
rifying walls of a lab supply pro- 


tion center a few doors down, a 
police training center across the 
wash and a handful of 24-hour 
businesses with security on sur- 
rounding streets. My heart and 
spirit believed the liberation was 
possible, but my mind was over- 
come by the amount of work, 
organization and planning that 
still needed to be perfected in 
such a short amount if time. There 
were many details to be covered 
and new ones constantly form- 
ing. Each moment of each day 
needed to be carefully utilized. 
Each person's ideas, strengths and 
input were crucial. There were 
arguments and misunderstand- 
ings. These things helped us to 
know ourselves and each other 
better and to trust that we were 
each 100-percent ready. Thank 
you all for working so hard, for 
believing, for putting aside your 
differences and fears. 

I encourage all you warriors, 
new and experienced, to go un- 
derground and follow what is 
strong in your hearts. Often an 
idea or action seems impossible 
to carry out, but there are cracks 
in the cement and others out there 
who feel the same as you. Maxi- 
mum destruction often takes no 
more time or energy than mini- 
mum damage. As I reflect back I 
smile to know that 46 dogs are 
free and have a bright dog future. 
But there is also a deep aching to 
know that Biodevices will reopen 
and acquire more dogs to enslave, 
torture and kill. Fire is a good tool. 
Use it wisely. I wish we had. 
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Earth Nile News 



November 20: The Animal Liberation 
Front (ALF) entered the Poultry Research 
Facility at Washington State University 
(WSU) in Pullman and proceeded to 
destroy every piece of equipment they 
could find. This marks the second raid 
at a research facility in Washington 
state within a month, the first one oc- 
curring at Western Washington Uni- 
versity in Bellingham on October 24. 
Thirty-seven rats and four rabbits were 
liberated in that raid. "This is the 
fourth ALF raid against vivisection 
this year," comments ALF spokes- 
person David Barbarash. "The ALF 
are indeed increasing the pressure 
on researchers to stop their outdated 
and barbaric torture of sentient ani- 
mals. If the researchers don't stop 
voluntarily, the ALF will help make 
their decisions for them." 

December 25: The Earth Liberation 
Front (ELF) claimed responsibility for 
a Christmas Day fire that destroyed a 


Boise Cascade timberlands manage- 
ment center in Monmouth, Oregon. 
The sabotage, initially estimated to 
exceed one million dollars in dam- 
ages, was in retribution for 
deforestation in the Pacific 
Northwest and as a warn- 
ing against the company's 
plans to begin clearcutting 
in Chile. "Let this be a les- 
son to all greedy multina- 
tional corporations who 
don't respect ecosys- 
tems. The elves are 
watching," an ELF 
communique concluded. 

December 30: Nine luxury 
automobiles were set on fire 
in the space of 25 minutes across 
Berlin. Experts estimate the dam : 
age at several million DM (one 
million US dollars). Investigators 
suspect the attacks were politically 
motivated and were carried out by 


autonomous groups, perhaps the 
group "Class Against Class." The cars 
burned were BMWs, Mercedes and 
Porsches. In the Mitte District of Ber- 
lin, two BMWs and a Mercedes were 
burned; in Prenzlauer Berg, a Porsche, 
two Mercedes 
and a 
BMW 
were set 
on ’fire; in 
Wilmersdorf and 
Schoneberg, two 
S-class Mercedes 
were torched. 
December 31: The 
ELF ushered in the new 
millennium by paying a visit 
to Michigan State University's 
International Agricultural Of- 
fice. The office of Catherine Ives, 
Melba Lacey and Susan Gibbons was 
destroyed by fire. The office was tar- 
geted because it is the center of a 



large research effort to genetically 
modify sweet potatoes, maize, 
curcubits, tomatoes, pineapples and 
bananas. This project is focused on 
increasing the use of and overseeing 
the management and commercializa- 
tion of agricultural biotechnology in 
developing countries and transitional 
economies. This research is also being 
conducted at other sites on campuses 
across the US. 

January 5: In its first raid of the 
new millennium the ALF rescued 23 
rabbits from certain torture and death 
at the R&R Rabbitry, a research facil- 
ity and laboratory breeder in 
Stanwood, Washington. 

January 11: Reclaim the Seeds 
slashed their way into a greenhouse 
at the US Department of Agriculture's 
Western Regional Research Center 
in Albany, California and destroyed 
over half an experimental crop of 
transgenetic wheat. 




More NY Gardens 


continued from front page 

At El Jardin de la Esperanza, on East 7th street and 
Avenue C in Manhattan's Lower East Side, Esperanza 
gardeners, the More Gardens! Coalition and many 
other activist supporters have bonded together to 
create a grassroots community of resistance. At the 
front gate of Esperanza, they have erected a giant 
sculpture in the shape of a coqui. The coqui is a 
thumb-sized frog which is the national symbol of 
Puerto Rico. In one myth a monster approaches 
the forest and intends to destroy it. The coqui steps 
up and is able to scare away the monster with the 
loudness of its voice, an apt analogy for commu- 
nity gardeners facing bulldozers. 

In the interior of the coquille, activists next to a pair 
of concrete encased "black bears" look out 10 feet up 
over Esperanza's fence, into the street. Beneath them, 
protecting the front gate, rests a "sleeping dragon." 
Both devices are for activists to lock themselves to in 
the event of an attack by bulldozers. Soon after the 
coqui was completed, the lot and the wall behind the 
garden was tom down with a huge crane and bull- 
dozer which then parked inches away from the Gar- 
den of Hope. Esperanza responded (with help from 
local welders and engineers) by constructing a high 
tower in the shape of a beautiful sunflower. Seeded 
amidst the petals, 26 feet above the ground, is a chair 
where a garden defender can lock down. Two more 
sleeping dragons and a tripod are now planted in the 
back of the garden. Amongst the plants dormant in 
the cold of winter is a full time encampment, with 
tents, a kitchen 
and bonfire to 
keep the bustling 
people warm. 

Alicia Torres, 
who just turned 
76, talks to the 
plants and prays 
to them. She also 
prays for the pro- 
spective devel- 
oper, Donald 
Capoccia, so that 
the Creator will 
open up his heart 
and change his 
plans on destroy- 
ing the commu- 
nity garden. 

Capoccia's plans for this neighborhood are quick 
profits from luxury apartments, while destroying the 
long-term efforts of residents to create spaces for 
communities and the Earth to flourish. Two years ago, 
during winter, he destroyed Chico Mendez Mural 
Garden, The Angels' Garden, Little Puerto Rico Gar- 


den and Maria's Garden (all deemed "va- 
cant lots" in the HPD register), all only a 
few blocks away. These gardens were 
turned into government subsidized con- 
dos for high-income tenants. Since 1992, 

Capoccia's firm has received over $20 
million in construction contracts from 
HPD. NYC Mayor Rudolph Giuliani has 
been instrumental in the wholesale de- 
struction of community gardens and 
spaces in favor of speculative real estate 
interests funding his political machine. 

Most of the city council has also disre- 
garded public demands that community 
gardens be made permanent. Capoccia 
got the Esperanza garden after a deal with 
a local councilwoman, Margarita Lopez, 
for "80-20" housing, meaning that that 
80 percent of the dwellings are rented at 
full market value which runs up to $3,000 
per bedroom. The other 20 percent is 
reserved for "low-income" tenants; 
though after 10 years those spaces are 
then rented at full market value. The 80- 
20 equation allows developers to receive 
millions in subsidies, tax exempt bonds 
and loans from the city. Thus the mayor 
and council members help this devel- 
oper to destroy all of Esperanza and much 
of El Jardin Bello Amanecer Borinqueno 
(Beautiful Puerto Rican Dawn) without 
any benefits to the majority of 
those who have voted for them. At 
present, Capoccia's construction 
company has an open case from the Depart- 
ment of Labor for violations of fair labor stan- 
dards. The company is notorious for unfair 
labor practices, denying positions to unionized 
workers, creating unsafe work sites and autho- 
rizing shoddy construction; his building prac- 
tices have three times sent cracks through 
adjacent buildings, compromising their struc- 
tural integrity and endangering inhabitants. 

More Gardens! advocates a long-term strategy 
to make all community gardens into permanent 
public parklands. At present, the most promis- 
ing avenue is the Sampson's Bill, a piece of 
legislation in the New York State Senate. The 
city must first pass a resolution to allow the 
Overview of Esperanza bill to be considered at the Senate level. An 


integral part of preserving threatened gardens in the 
short term is garnering the support of our environ- 
mentally friendly State Attorney General Elliot 
Spitzer. He has the power to call for an injunction 
against the destruction of community gardens that 
are now in danger. 


Unhindered by the 
failings of "urban re- 
newal," gardeners have 
begun a renewal of the 
Earth in the concrete 
and congestion of New 
York, returning land to 
the hard working hands 
of dedicated people and 
nature. The re-greening 
of the urban landscape 
is underway. The city's 
community gardens 
host migrating ruby- 
throated hummingbirds 

and monarch butterflies 
as well as bumble bees, 
squirrels and hosts of 
soil sustaining insects. 
New York City has seen 
a return of peregrine fal- 
cons, red tail hawks, 
great blue heron and 
even coyotes. This is a 
I fragmented ecosystem 
I beginning to heal. More 
| Gardens! Coalition pro- 
| motes the development 
o and preservation of the 
| community gardens. 
-They are committed to 
| revitalizing and enhanc- 
§ ing existing community 
gardens and cultivating 
fallow land in our city. 

Alicia, born on the is- 
land of Vieques said, "We 
have to save Esperanza for the children, for everyone!" 
Today, instead of deterioration and neglect, commu- 
nity gardeners, people and activists join in to protect 
our sacred green space from a larger danger of fast 
pace, quick money, short term consumer developers 
and politicians. Each petal of the huge sunflower 
towering above Esperanza reads, "Esperanza/ Hope, 
Undo/ Beauty, Communidad/C ommunity, Oxygeno/ 
Oxygen, Comida/ Food" — the gifts of the Earth. Here 
we draw our line. Join the turning of the tide! 

For those interested anywhere in the world, we 
urgently seek a crew of responsible activists who 
can help us with organizational tasks such as out- 
reach, legal, legislation and direct action. The en- 
campment requires dedicated persons to camp 
out, maintain the fire and/or run the kitchen. 

For more information contact the More Gar- 
dens! Coalition, 79 Clinton St. #17, New York, NY 
10002; (212) 330-6851; aj9@is3.nyu.edu or call 
the Esperanza hotline at (917) 673-8762, Housing 
Preservation and Development (212) 788-7210, 
788-7207 (fax); www.panix.com/-jayned. 


Children playing in reclaimed community 

space on a giant sunflower. 
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Honoring the True Legacy of the Hunger Strike 


"I see out resistance as a strong weapon for the revolu- 
tion. Because our resistance has already created a public 
opinion which has to be taken seriously, in our country, as 
well as abroad, and it mobilized our peoples for the 
struggle. It's not sufficient yet, but serious steps have been 
taken. I'm convinced, the resistance of the hunger strike 
till death will advance the struggle for the revolution. 
With this conviction I'm prepared to sacrifice myself. I 
consider this a duty towards our peoples. I want to say 
once more, I'm ready for this task." 

— Yemliha Kaya, a volunteer who died on a hunger strike, 

Turkey 1996 

When looking at the tactic of a hunger strike, there 
is a long history of people giving their lives to perpetu- 
ate their belief of revolution and freedom. From Kurds 
in Turkish prisons to activists in Albania, Ireland, Iran 
and other countries, this history is full of determina- 
tion and strength in the prisons, in the homes and in 
the face of extreme torture. 

In 1981, Irish prisoners of war from the Irish Repub- 
lican Army initiated a hunger strike following years of 
blanket and dirty protests. While on the "blanket," 
prisoners went for years living in cells with their feces 
and urine spread along the walls and only a blanket for 
warmth. Because they were fighting for political sta- 
tus, they refused to wear the uniform of a criminal and 
added pressure by refusing to clean their cells. Bobby 
Sands was the first of 10 who died of starvation. 

August 20, 1995, saw the end of a hunger strike 
launched by 10,000 Kurdish prisoners in Turkish jails. 
Four people died. 

In May 1996, Another Kurdish hunger strike began. 
Twelve political prisoners gave their lives. 

On July 14, 1997, a hunger strike among Iranian 
political prisoners lost its first, Kamran Yazdani, 1 5 
days into a dry hunger strike. He was 22 years old. 
Strikers in Shiraz, one of the prisons involved, were 
blindfolded for three days, given 20 lashes with a 
cable for every meal they refused to eat, and on the 
fourth day, were taken one by one for interroga- 


tions that included torture and mock executions. 

On December 13, 1998, Barry Horne, an animal 
rights activist, ended a 68-day hunger strike. Four 
days after the hunger strike ended he was wit- 
nessed writhing in pain, screaming for help con- 
stantly for three hours. He is slowly recovering. 

This is but a brief account of the recent historical 
context of the hunger strike. There are many more 
examples of those who have made the commit- 
ment and those whose 
names have been added to 
the death toll of the state. 

Across the Earth First! 
movement many of us at 
one time or another have 
chosen to go on a hunger 
strike to express our beliefs 
and give weight to our de- 
mands. A question we are 
not asking is whether we 
are willing and prepared 
to take this protest to the 
end. And if from the be- 
ginning we are not, do we 
honor the legacy of those 



Migrant workers in Florida before a hunger strike. 

who have fallen by saying we are prepared? 

There are many facets that comprise the decision 
to hunger strike. First, is it a political fast with a 
definitive end, or is it a hunger strike with one of 
two ends in sight? Calling political fasting a hun- 
ger strike lessens the seriousness of such a decree. 

If you choose to hunger strike is the demand and 
the goal worth dying for? Will it be an effective 
means to strengthen your struggle? Is the structure 
there to let the public know? Because the state is 
more than happy to just let you die. Are you 
prepared? Are your family and friends? 

Many of these decisions are extremely personal 
ones. We put ourselves in positions where we risk our 
lives for our beliefs. However, the commitment to die 
for one's cause takes us to a new dimension. When it 


comes to the greater picture and the effectiveness of 
achieving your goal, is it an avenue of last resort? 
Will you be supported through this decision and 
the slow breakdown of your body? Are there people 
to stand by you through negotiations, media work 
and all other forms of getting your struggle to the 
public? Only through public outcry will the system 
take the steps necessary to satisfy your demands 
and stop your imminent starvation and death. 

* Another vital role in the hunger 
strike is that of the family. It was the 
family members who stood and 
watched their children die for the 
freedom of Ireland in 1981. It was 
also the families who took their chil- 
dren off the strike. In Turkey, 
Kurdish family members supported 
their loved ones by joining them on 
strike. Here, in America, we often 
leave our families out of our 
struggles. In many cases they don't., 
share our beliefs, nor play a role in 
our lives at all. But when they do, 
are there steps we can take to create 
this stronger front in which our out- 
reach extends into our biological circles, providing, 
the ultimate support in the face of such a decision? 

We as a movement — in the debates of violence 
versus nonviolence, to breed or not to breed — 
often lose sight of how our decisions and terminol- 
ogy affect the rest of the world. As activists we cannot 
continue to perpetuate the state of denial about the 
commitment of other liberation movements by con- 
sidering a half-assed, undedicated fast a hunger strike. 
People around the world have died and are dying 
while taking this noble tack as their last stand. Honor 
their memory. Honor the history. 

Thank you to all hunger strikers around the world 
who have given their lives and who have made such 
a commitment to break the shackles of oppression 


that bind all life on this planet. La lucha sigue. 


Where do we go from here? 


continued from page 3 

Dismantling the mechanisms of cor- 
porate control entails identifying tar- 
gets for nonviolent action: the World 
Bank, International Monetary Fund, 
Trade Advisory Councils, Business 
Round Tables and the Federal Court 
system (which gives corporations 
the rights of people). We need to 
research in order to identify these 
bodies, where they meet, how they 
operate, where their weak points 
are, how to effectively dissolve these 
bodies and prevent the emergence 
of their clones by other names. Col- 
lectively, we need to get on with the 
task of asking the right questions and 
dog our targets with the spotlight of 
public exposure. We must build net- 
works of like-minded groups across 
the country and the world and set our 
strategic agenda (based on unifying 
common goals). We must work with 
an eye towards corporations' as- 
sumed roles as "citizens," "players" 
and "persons" and reassert their true 
subservient status as mere instru- 
ments to serve the public welfare. 

All along the way, we must foster 
conditions that build a movement 
to the point of critical mass that 
can change the political climate 
and the future of the earth. We 
must conscientiously avoid divisive tac- 
tics, labeling (such as saying "the anar- 
chists" destroyed property in Seattle) 
and using the co-opting language of the 
oppressors. Armored tanks in the street 
are not "peacekeepers," there was no 
"battle" or "riot" in Seattle. "Battle" 


implies two sides engaging in violence 
(which is usually defined as harm to 
life, not property) and "riot" implies 
unorganized, unfocused disruption. 


No matter how appealing physical 
action (breaking windows) is, we need 
to recognize that the success or failure of 
revolutions hinge on the effective, un- 
compromising use of language and the 
building of a mass movement. Despite 
the isolated incremental victory in Se- 


attle, the WTO is still operating. Even if 
we abolished the institution tomorrow, 
we would still have the rest of the sys- 
tem of global corporate rule to defeat. 
We still have a lot of basic outreach to 
do (most of the country still doesn't 
know or understand what the Seattle 
WTO non-round really means), a lot of 
alliance building to begin or solidify 
and much strategic thinking to do. 

For instance, how will we deal with 
the likelihood of the WTO holding its 
next meeting in a police state where 
protest is put down with massacres? 
What other ways can we use to bring 
down the WTO and other institutions 
of corporate governance? How do we 
prevent the emergence of similar insti- 
tutions in their wake? How do we stem 
public demand for cheap goods made 
through sweatshop labor, unsustain- 
able exploitation of lands and processes 
driving the extinction of species? How 
do we work with "Third World" delega- 
tions so that workers' rights, social wel- 
fare and environmental protection are 
seen by them as necessary to their coun- 
tries' well-being and future? How do we 
reconcile the need to protect small coun- 
tries from transnational corporate gover- 
nance with the need to avoid installing 
and perpetuating political dictatorships 
(i.e. make real the guiding ideals of 
anarchism in an ever more difficult 
geopolitical context)? And how do we 
do all this fast enough and in coordina- 
tion with other efforts to prevent more 
irreplaceable losses of culture, species 
and ecological integrity while not los- 
ing the democratic values of consensus 
process, gradual trust-building across 
movements and the preservation of a 
nonviolent praxis along the way? From 
a purely pragmatic perspective, we lose 


real fast if we give the weapons-rich 
state the excuse in the public eye to 
murder us en masse. 

We have a lot to think about. We 
need to start doing this thinking 
together, to come out of closets of 
pacifying technology and meet face 
to face so real discussion of ideas can 
take place — not just in the elitist 
choir of CIA-monitored e-mail, but 
out in the real world where everyone 
else works, talks and takes action. 
We must move from the bottom up, 
from deep currents based on masses 
of unified thought waves, like rip- 
tides and tsunamis. It will take a lot 
of us. Leaders denote followers and 
become targets in isolation. We must 
all be leaders. 

Some tangible steps: 

Direct Action: The next big day of 
resistance currently under planning is 
May Day 2000, a significant day in labor 
history, so work with labor activists! As 
with June 18, planning is decentralized. 

Outreach: Set up a venue and partici- 
pants for workshops and strategy dis- 
cussion on ending corporate dominance 
in your area. Networks and organiza- 
tions focusing on ending corporate rule 
are forming study groups and speakers 
bureaus, including facilitators for work- 
shops and more intensive training. 

Join an existing labor /environmental 
alliance. Write Alliance for Sustainable 
Jobs and Environment, POB 3536, Eu- 
reka, CA 95502. 

Come to the next End Corporate 
Dominance conference in Portland, 
Oregon, in late May to hook up with 
like-minded folk and learn more. 

For more information, contact Wol- 
verine c/o Earth First! Journal, POB 1415, 
Eugene, OR 97440. 
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WTO UPDATE 

Of all the arrestees from the WTO 
protests in Seattle, only one person 
remains in jail on an unrelated war- 
rant. Last week, the county attorney 
dismissed 250 cases, leaving 70 to 100 
cases to go to court. Unfortunately, 
those cases were dismissed without 
prejudice, allowing the cases to be re- 
called if the attorney so chooses. Of the 
cases left, 1 7 are felonies, nine of which 
were charged after the protests based 
on video tapes of property destruc- 
tion. The Direct Action Network (DAN) 
legal team has recently chosen to sup- 
port everyone arrested in the pro- 
tests, including the felonies. Money 
is needed at the DAN office, and do- 
nations are more than welcome. Feel 
free to send checks to Direct Action 
Network, c/o CAN, POB 95113, Se- 
attle, WA98145. For information con- 
tact DAN at (206) 632-1656; 
www.agitprop.org/artandrevolution. 




Announcements... Announcements... 



Big Woods EF! Rendezvous 

May 19-21 (Not Memorial Day Weekend) 

At the last. Big Woods Rendezvous, over 100 people from eight states spent 
Memorial Day weekend on the shores of Lake Geneva in southern Minne- 
sota. They shared stories and skills, learned to climb and built friendships. 
The Big Woods Rendezvous is a three-day action gathering for new and long- 
life activists working for peace and environmental justice. The Big Woods 
Rendezvous will offer people opportunities to build affinities and put tools 
in our direct action tool box. The Rendezvous will bring together a diverse 
community to develop new skills while sharing time-tested tactics to affect 
social change. Nonviolence workshops, tree climbing, tree sits, banner 
hangs, blockades, as well as issue discussions and campfire revelry. 

For information contact Big Woods EF! at POB 580936, Minneapolis, MN 

55458; (612) 362-3387; eco-action@geocities.com. 
c • > 


••Organizers Conference Correction* • 

•correct directions: from Baker, take Kelbaker Rd. south 34.5 miles to 
Kelso, go through Kelso and continue on Kelbaker 7.2 miles to a signed dirt 
road, turn right go to the end of the road. 

•correct ride contact number: (541) 617-1620. 


Experienced activist needed for Blue 
Mountains Biodiversity Project 

This is a paid (minimum wage salary) position with the Blue Mountains 
Biodiversity Project. Experience with legal timber sale monitoring required and also 
interest or background in ending corporate dominance. Office and hiking skills 
necessary. No computer use involved. Must be self-motivated and willing to live in 
eastern Oregon. Minimum one year commitment. Send resume and extensive 
activist references with your phone number and mailing address to the Blue 
Mountains Biodiversity Project, HCR-82, Fossil, Oregon 97830; (541)468-2028. 






Green Anarchist #59 i>o or Die 


Direct action news including N30 
in London/End of humanity? core 
theme/Lewis Mumford's "Encapsu- 
lated Man"/"Only Connect" tech- 
nology superceding humanity/John 
Moore "The Sixties"/Rob los Ricos 
"Imposed Imbicility"/Black Block 
COMMUNIQUE AND SEATTLE N30/ 
J ourno Watch/Plus 

LETTERS, REVIEWS, 

PIRATE RADIO AND 
more/$2 FROM 
GA POB 11331, 

Eugene, OR 


Voices from the 
Ecological Resistance 

Do or Dir No. 8 is 35(1 A5 
pages crammed with reports 
uihJ analysis from the world- 
wide ecological frontlines. 
Front tribal resistance against , 
Indonesia to the festive attack ; 
on the financial heurt of I 
London on June I Kth ihe.se 
are the voices, not of out- | 
skiers, journalists or acade- 
mics. but of those involved in ] 
the struggles themselves. In 
these times of concrete alien- 
ation these voices shine hope 
from movements that aim to 
defend nature, create revolu- 
tion and re-wild humanity... 


We no longer take subscriptions but for a copy of Do or 
Die Number 8 send a cheque or postal order made 
payable to 'Do or Die* for £5.00 UK or £6.00 elsewhere 
(including postage) to: Do or Die, c/o Prior House, 6 
Tilbury Place, Brighton, East Sussex, BN2 2GY, UK. 
E-mail: doordtp®yahoo.co.uk 

Back issues have sold out but are on the web at: 
http://www.eco-action.org/dodf 



Who Says You Can’t 
Change the World? 

Check out E/The Environmental Magazine and learn 
how you can make a difference in your world! 


Tiether you want to simply “green up” your own personal life- 
style — or join in efforts to clean up oceans, save wildlife, or 
eliminate pesticides from our food — E will inform and inspire you 
6 times per year! 

E covers the “big” issues, like global warming, the state of our oceans, and the 
impacts of growing population — all with contact information so you can plug into 
efforts to turn the tide. PLUS, E ’ s “Green Living” departments will provide you 
with loads of information and ideas for living more in harmony with the Earth. 

“Where have 1 been to miss such an outstanding publication?” 

— Dean Whitehead, West Hollywood, CA 


SEND FOR A FREE TRIAL ISSUE TODAY! 


# Send me my FREE 
| * I MIj • trial issue of E/The 
Environmental Magazine. If I like it, l can 
| subscribe for one year (6 issues) for only 
- $49.95. If not. I’ll just return the subscription 
| invoice marked “cancel” and return it to you. 

I The FREE issue is mine to keep with no cost 
or obligation to me. 


CITY. STATE. ZIP 


E Magazine, P.O. Box 2047, Marion, OH 43305 

For Faster Service Call 1-800-967-6572! 


UNDERGROUND PUBLISHER'S CONFERENCE 

June 10-11, Bowling Green, Ohio 

Last year readers and writers came together to talk about the culture of 
independent publishing. Participants proposed and conducted panel discus- 
sions, workshops and mini lectures covering the politics, economics, ethics and 
aesthetics of the zine world. 

We are planning to do the same thing in June, and the scope of the conference 
has been expanded to include an even wider range of underground publishing 
projects. We are taking suggestions for proposed panel discussions, workshop 
.and speakers so let us know what you would like to see. 

For more information contact Jason at 216 South Church St., Bowling Green, 
OH 43402; upcon2000@hotmail.com; (419) 353-7035. 


DRAGONFLY-CONSEJO d E VISIONES 
FebRUARy 1 4-2 1 , Full Moon 2000 
TepotzIan, mor. MExico 

•Benefit Event for alternative and Indigenous communities in the US 
and Mexico. A gathering of souls in solidarity with and benefiting the 
Mayan Zapatistas of Chiapas, Mexico, the Sovereign Dineh Nation of Big 
Mountain, Arizona, flood relief in Oaxaca and the Tukipa Land Trust. 

•A reunion of peace to honor the spirits of the Muse as manifest in all 
beings and cultures through art, music, poetry, dance and magical cer- 
emony. A building of crystal bridges to dissolve the barriers of classism, 
racism and sexism; Uniting the diverse families of labor, environmental- 
ists, women's rights, progressive politics, and indigenous self-determina- 
tion, free from the chains of corporate colonialism once and for all. 

A caravan is going to depart from San Francisco in early February. 

Located on a beautiful 300 acre mountain park in the international 
arts and indigenous community of TepotzIan, Mexico, 1.5 hours south- 
east of Mexico City. 

Discussions will include: Grassroots Democracy, Permaculture/Organic 
Agriculture, Healing Arts, Community, Sustainability, Ecology, Activist 
Networking, Indigenous Skills and much more. 

For tickets, directions and information contact (707) 869.3114; 
deluix@hotmail.com orlumeneye@hotmail.com; www.dragonfly-consejo.org. 


pickAxe Now Showing 

' \ 

The eleven month blockade of the 
Warner Creek arson fire timber sales 
lives on in the memories of Journal 
readers now nearly five years later. 
We are happy to announce a world 
premeire of pickAxe at the ELAW 
Conference in Eugene, Oregon, on 
March 3 at 3 p.m. Get there early 
because seats will be limited, 

Help with the Warner Creek Movie 
Tour. If you are able to screen a 
showing of pickAxe in your commu- 
nity contact us at pickAxe produc- 
tions, 1430 Willamette, PMB 506, 
Eugene, OR 97401; 1 -888-PICKAXE; 
pickaxeprod@igc.org. 


Got AN EXTRA PHOTOCOPIER? 

Have a spare or are about to upgrade? 
contact the EF!J for arrangements. 




1 H 1 





r*« Caretaker Gazette is for 
those who would like to live rent- 
free and caretake properties 
worldwide. Published since 1983, 
subscribers receive 600-*- property 
caretaking opportunities each year. 
Subscriptions are only $27/year. Tke 
Caretaker Gazette, Box 5887-BF, 
Carefree, AZ 85377.(602) 488-1970. 
www.aneelfite.com/wa/caretaker 


TREE-SIT 

The Art cf Resistance 



•WAM f?l THM W 

Psl'torft, 

www.trtesit.or 



Headwaters Action Video Collective 

is nearing the completion of a feature 
length film called 'Tree-Sit 1 .' Help support 
this grass-roots, non-profit effort by 
ordering an organic "Tree-Sit" tee-shirt 
S25-S100 (suggested donation) 
sizes S M L XL 
or order one of our videos below. 

Send donations to: 

HAVC - P.O.Box 2198 
Redway CA 95560 

$3.50 shipping (USA) $8.00 (worldwide) 

Videos from HAVC www.havc.org 

Timber GAP $20 * pal available 

Showdown in Seattle $25 

* Luna - The Stafford Giant Tree-Sit $20 

* Fire In The Eyes $15 
Headwaters '97 - Call to Action $15 
Headwaters - No Compromise! $15 
415-820-1 635 Ask for our activist rates 
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Announcements... Announcements... 


Mayday 2000: The Next Action Against Global Capitalism 


Global Day of Action, Resistance and 
Carnival against Capital. Start Plannin'! 

The two Global Days of Action against Capitalism on June 18 and 
November 30 last year were generally very successful. Our networks grew, we 
learned much, and we saw many new people engage themselves. Now many 
groups around the world are preparing for a new Global Day of Action in the 
same spirit on May 1 next year (Ml), in recognition that the capitalist system, 
based on the exploitation of people, societies and the environment for the 
profit of a few, is the prime cause of our social and ecological troubles. This 
day will continue the process of building up a strong, bold, and creative 
grassroots movement for a society in which people do not exploit or oppress 
each other, communities or the environment, but one that is based on 
solidarity, cooperation, grassroots democracy and ecological sustainability. 

May 1, which offers a perfect symbolic and real opportunity to do this, 
has been endorsed as a day of action by the Peoples Global Action (PGA) 
international conference in India in August. Coordinative efforts are 
already being undertaken in major cities like Sydney, Toronto, London, 
Chicago, New York, and Washington DC. As on previous occasions, people 
of different movements and different countries will join forces for a day 
against the social, political and economic institutions of the capitalist 


system. Workers, the unemployed, students, trade unionists, peasants, the 
landless, fishers, women groups, ethnic minorities, indigenous peoples, 
peace activists, environmental activists, ecologists and so on will work in 
solidarity with one another in the understanding that their various struggles 
are not isolated from each other. The simultaneous occupation and 
transformation of the capitalist social order around the globe — in the 
streets, neighbourhoods, fields, factories, offices, commercial centres, 
financial districts and so on — will strengthen mutual bonds at the local, 
national and international levels. 

As before, the day will be organised in a non-hierarchical way, as a 
decentralised and informal network of grassroots groups that employ non- 
authoritarian, grassroots democratic forms of organisation, struggle inde- 
pendent of the social, political, and economic institutions of the capitalist 
system, and seek to effect change directly through their own action. Each 
event or action will be organised autonomously by each group, while 
coalitions of various movements and groups can be formed at the local, 
regional and national levels. 

Get ready global capitalism, here comes another blow from the fists of true 
democracy. 

Send inquiries to mayday2k@email.com and to join the discussion group 
subscribe at mayday2000-subscribe@egroups.com. Also check out 
www.freespeech.org/mayday2k. 


HeIp out Cui Bono f/\iNzii\E 

Cui Bono fanzine from Malaysia will meet you all as soon as possible. 

I need contributions from all of you to make this fanzine exist in so- 
called Hc/Punk scene. You can send your articles, scene reports (I hope 
to get the latest news from your scene), columns, info/activity about 
anarchist groups/squats that you form or join, direct action/protest/ 
demo with photo please, etc. Classified ad is for free. So labels, distros, 
bands, fanzines, anarchist groups/squats and individuals, please get in 
touch. Please no racist/fascist/sexist/homophobic fucking shit! 

Contact us at Cui Bono Zine, c/o Din, No 80 Blok 4, F. Kledang 81900 
Kota Tinggi, Johor, Malaysia; cui_bono81@hotmail.com. 


California Wilderness Conference 

May 5 - 7 , California State University-Sacramento 
Celebrate 35 Years of the Wilderness Act 

Wilderness advocates from across California will come together in 
Sacramento to learn, celebrate and take action on behalf of the last wild 
places in the Golden State. 

In May, the California Wilderness Coalition intends to unveil plans to 
gain permanent protection for millions of acres of additional California 
wilderness. 

For more information contact CWC at 2655 Portage Bay East, Suite 5, 
Davis, CA 95616; (530) 758-0380; 758-0382 (fax); info@calwild.org. 
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Natural Building & Social Justice 

A talk and slide presentation, western US tour 

' ; ' '■ ..CL . ' ' : 

Rob is looking for contacts all over the United States, but in particular, in 
Washington, Oregon, California, Arizona, New Mexico, Texas, Oklahoma, 
Kansas, Colorado, Utah, Nevada, Iowa and Wisconsin. Natural Building & 
Social Justice takes about 80 minutes. It is presented using two projectors 
placing images on side by side screens thereby allowing for the comparison 
and juxtaposition of images and ideas. This also enables the presentation to 
"leapfrog" through about 300 slides in a fast paced and stimulating way. 

Natural Building & Social Justice can be shown in places ranging from a 
living room to an auditorium. Robert arrives with his own projectors with 
zoom lenses to accommodate a variety of room sizes and situations. In order 
to meet costs associated with doing a slide show tour, a minimum fee of $ 100 
per presentation is requested. Of course, if more money is available, it will 
be cheerfully aa >ted. A video of Natural Building St Social Justice is available 
free of charge for those serious about setting up an event. 

From straw bale to cob and adobe to the earthship concept, the presenta- 
tion shows a broad overview of natural building including passive solar 
design, photovoltaics, gray water, catch water, appropriate technology and 
permaculture. 

■ Any help in setting up this \ ‘ ~ ' * * v *** 

appreciated.- • 

Please contact Robert at 888 Almaden St 
7196; robtb@efn.org; www.efn.org/~robtb/ 




r would 


A HUNTER S VOICE: 


SUPPORTING WILDLANDS AND BIODIVERSITY 


A Hunter's Voice is a new organization of hunters and non-hunters formed 
to provide an identified hunters voice on a host of natural resource issues. A 
Hunter's Voice, in the tradition of Aldo Leopold, will be an articulate spokes- 
person for ecological integrity. A Hunters Voice supports greater wildlands 
protection, and the restoration of native ecosystems, native species, including 
predators, and natural ecological processes. 

Executive director, George Wuerthner, a former hunting guide, says that 
many hunting organizations are perceived to be anti predator, pro roads, anti 
park and wilderness protection, and supporters of anything that someone calls 
"hunting." This has allowed right wing politicians and anti-wildlands oppo- 
nents to claim they represent all hunters. Says Wuerthner, "Many hunters, 
including myself, see wildlands protection and native species restoration as a 
prerequisite to a quality hunting experience. Nothing thrills me more than to 
come upon a wolf track when I'm out stalking a deer or elk." 

A Hunters Voiqe will work for the restoration of predators like wolves and 
grizzlies. We will be a hunter's voice supporting parks, refuges, and wilderness. 
We will support road closures on public lands, and other measures that provide 
greater protection for all wildlife. We will even oppose some forms of mindless 
killing like prairie dog contests and indiscriminate predator control. 

Among the positions A Hunter's Voice supports is the continued restoration 
of wolves in Idaho, Wyoming, Montana and the Southwest. We also want 
wolves restored to Oregon, Washington, Colorado, Utah, Texas, California, 
New England and the Adirondacks. We oppose the efforts of groups now 
forming in Montana and Idaho that promote wolf eradication and control in 
Yellowstone and Central Idaho. We endorse creation of a Maine Woods 
National Park in Maine, a Hells Canyon National Park in Oregon, protection of 
southern Utah Canyon country and wilderness protection for all BLM roadless 
lands in Alaska. We support restoration of grizzly bears to Idaho's Central Idaho 
Wilderness. Recognizing the keystone influence of prairie dogs to grassland 
ecosystems, we are opposed to prairie dog hunting and indiscriminate control. 

For more informations contact George at POB 3156, Eugene, Oregon 97403; 
(541) 684-7872; wuerthne@teleport.com. 


KEEP SPACE FOR PEACE 

Four Days of Protest Events 


April 14-17, 2000 
Washington, D.C. 


Join with activists 
from around the 
world as we 
protest plans to 
weaponize space. 


Stttl Krtnt M«ts( Weapons: Usdnr P»wr * Sp*a . 


Donate to the 
Earth First! Journal 

The Journal needs your help! We're 
poor and in need of a financial 
boost. We have tired, old hardware 
and a grossly underpaid staff. Also, 
if you can help acquire hardware 
donations (G3s, G4s and large 
monitors), we'd love it. 

If you would like your donation to 
be tax-deductible, send checks to 
the Earth Defense Education Project 
at POB 134, Eugene, OR 97440. (All 
other doantions can be sent directly 
to POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440. 







Butt Raisin Loves Bug Guts: A Music Review 



by Burr Raisin 

"When you suck ass in a vacuum of greed there's just shit at the top of the fuck 
that you find. " 

— Bug Guts 

Ah yes! Last fall we rolled wildly like puppies in autumn's 
colorful leaves to the irreverent, anti-corporate, depraved, 
witty and eco-revolutionary musical madness of Bug Guts' 
new CD release, Great Spangled Fritillaryl Like the classic 
works from their previous CD, Big Bowl of Warm Fur, we 
are treated to wailing, gothic incantations dished up 
with raw, electric guitar jams, driving drum beats, 
pulsating bass tones and funky, melodic, transcenden- 
tal riffs that'll guarantee your alternative satisfaction 
and make you writhe in pleasure. 

Two songs of extra-special note are "Butterfly Feat" 
and "Gypsy Free-State." "Butterfly Feat" is a tribute to 
Julia Butterfly's nearly two year, steadfast occupation of 
the threatened ancient redwood tree, Luna. "She 200 feet 
high/andent forest goddess/sweet peace warrior/pure heart 
she capture..." Hyper-electric guitar and drums liquefy the 
lyrics of this tribute in a remembrance of slain forest defender 
David "Gypsy" Chain, to the charismatic spoken word of late 
Earth First! organizer Judi Bari: "Butterfly brigade/kick down 
peacelove grenade/blow this canopy of clear-cut legislation/and 
when her feet kiss ground/the raging giants sound/Sequoia's victory 
breath/beyond sweet Gypsy's death/cuz nothing lasts forever/never remem- 
ber forever./Resist much, obey little, resist./Serve some civil disobedience..." 


Whining guitar jams and hypnotic vocals intensify the brutally chilling 
authentic audio cuts taken from activists' video tape documenting the violent 
threats of homicidal logger, big A. Ammons, less than one hour before he felled 
a tree on Gypsy in the Gypsy Free-State. "Gnawin' on the mutha's 
ancient bones/clear-cut you another Maxxam haul/stumblin' 
thru the stumps/the loggers bawl/clear-cut you a coffin, one 
and all..." This song starkly reveals the intensity of fight- 
ing the greed and insanity of the timber industry on the 
frontlines, something all too many forest activists 
have experienced first hand. 

Each track on this nugget is complete with 
artistic illusion. It is a naked celebration of free 
thought delivered with a Blair Witch Project- 
esque sense of suspense and anxiety. Samples of 
speeches, distorted sheep bleetings, the gut- 
tural teeth-gnashings of trolls, answering ma- 
chine messages, creaking doors and assorted 
computer-automated voices are mixed like fine 
spices into this fiery brew with tender loving care 
by Rosebud and Scott Ireland, two amazing DIY 
anarcho-pagan, sage-scrub warrior musicians. With 
Great Spangled Fritillary, Bug Guts masterfully blend 
the obscurity of Ween, the instrumental wizardry of 
Jane's Addiction, the sarcasm of Negativland and the 
politics of Consolidated into a truly awesome form of hard 
Indy rock. Touch it. Feel it. Know it. Love it. Buy it! 

To order the Great Spangled Fritillary CD, send $ 12 to Vinyl Communications, 
at POB 8623, Chula Vista, CA 91912; www.vinylcomm.com. 


‘A'BOOKT’O'REmy — ( jcmotastA ViSane to (Reinvent tfie Wordf 


by Thomas Handy Loon 

Colombia's Gaviotas is a community only dream- 
ers could visualize, and only outcasts could build. 
Surrounded by rebel-infested llanos (savannas) 
and vast coca plantations, the presence of its 
peaceful rhythms and homegrown technologies 
is as hopeful as it is unlikely. A super-efficient 
pump fills water cisterns every time children play 
on the teeter-totter. Innovative lunar collectors 
have been designed for refrig- 
eration. Ostracism, not jail, pun- 
ishes criminal behavior but is 
rarely needed in this society of 
no police and no politicians. 

Alan Weisman's Gaviotas: A Vil- 
lage to Reinvent the World furrows 
deeply the soil of sustainability 
that is both the premise and 
promise of Gaviotas. A veteran 
journalist, he first encountered 
this model community while liv- 
ing in Colombia in 1988 and has 
been returning ever since as part 
of a personal and professional 
quest to find and publicize points 
of light that could illuminate a 
path out of impending ecological 
overload. Nobel Laureate Gabriel 
Garcia Marquez calls Gaviotas 
founder Paolo Lugari the "inven- 
tor of the world." Lugari himself 
shuns suggestions that he has created a utopia, 
saying "Utopia means, literally, no place. We call 
Gaviotas a topia, because it is real. We've moved 
from fantasy to reality." And it's a rural reality, 
reflecting a disillusionment with cities. Sixteen 
lonely hours of bumpy roads — more when mud or 
guerrillas slow passage — separate this topia from 
Bogota and the outside world. 

Gaviotas was not hatched in an ivory tower, an 
idea perpetuated by interminable scholarly papers 
and conferences. It is a functioning, hands-on, 
socio-ecological work in progress, designed and 
constructed cooperatively by a patchwork ensemble 
of refuge-seeking urban visionaries, resourceful tink- 
erers, and indigenous Guahibo Indians. Engulfed in 
non-linear, barrio-meets-boondocks wisdom, they 
eschew blueprints and discover solutions first; docu- 
mentation and structure, if it arises at all, comes 
later. "Something from the Third World, by the 
Third World, " explains Lugari, describing the home- 
grown technology of his vision. "When we import 


solutions from the United States or Europe, we also 
import their problems." 

And Colombians know about problems. They've 
been enduring the injustice and brutality of a 
narcocratic system for decades. In chronologically 
choppy but colorful prose, Weisman presents a 
tumbling mountain waterfall of this community's 
ideas and inspirations. He skillfully weaves the story 
of each significant participant into Gaviotas' tapes- 
try; what inspired their involvement, what they 
brought and learned there, how 
they came to stay, or moved on. 

Against the unavoidable back- 
drop of Colombia's insurgents as 
well as its opportunistic politicians, 
Gaviotas is constantly portrayed as 
a scrappy survivor always one step 
away from being consumed by fires 
unrelated to its mission but inte- 
gral to its context. Visionaries are 
often cast fictionally. The Fifth Sa- 
cred Thing, We, Brave New World, 
and even Atlas Shrugged, show that 
in model societies the implausible 
is always possible. Weisman makes 
Gaviotas sound almost fictional; 
sometimes writing like a novelist, 
he folds reality into surreality and 
back again. Projects on the brink of 
failure are suddenly fine-tuned into 
successes. Just as the money runs 
out, angels with checkbooks swoop 
in to save the day. People facing handicaps are 
nurtured instead of ridiculed. More nonfiction 
should look — or better yet, be — like this. The pro- 
gression of their topia from vision to viability con- 
stantly forces Gaviotans to pay heed to the delicate 
ideological lines of Colombia's turmoil. 

Founder Lugari says, "We're not communists. And 
we aren't a commune either... We're not ideologues. 
All ideologues do is start trouble." Practically, this 
ambiguity is an asset. During a visit by armed rebels 
seeking their support, confrontation seemed Immi- 
nent until the rebel commander said, "We have 
orders not to touch you... what you're doing is too 
valuable." Wiesman occasionally discusses Gaviotas' 
precarious finances, and its past funders, who range 
from individuals to the United Nations. 

But from the beginning, its founders have said if 
they cannot evolve true sustainability and ulti- 
mately pay their own way, they would fail. Early 
experiments with appropriate technology coalesced 
into a cottage industry for the construction of low 


cost water-heating solar panels and wind turbines. 
A Bogota factory extends the Gaviotas mission into 
the urban wasteland by employing dozens of former 
street kids in the construction and sale of such 
renewable energy hardware. Current components in 
their evolving economy include cultivation of or- 
ganic coffee and selling purified water to nearby 
communities. A recent and ambitious endeavor is 
intended to lure coca growers into legitimacy through 
the growing of medicinal plants that can sell for up 
to $500 a gram. They also require little of the political 
baggage and weaponry that narcotrafican tes normally 
must lug to protect their profitability. 

Perhaps their most significant triumph clearly 
illustrates the beauty and synergy of Gaviotas. They 
discovered that Caribbean pines held the key to 
their future. Fast-growing exotics, the pines were 
planted years before when Gaviotas was treeless, 
following long discussions of the ecological impli- 
cations of their planting. Resin from the maturing 
trees provides a natural alternative to petrochemi- 
cal solvents, and growing world-wide demand for it 
was outstripping supply. A new industry was born as 
they began tapping the trees for this renewable 
resource. Suddenly, they had a long-term economic 
base and began planting more trees across the sa- 
vanna. Besides providing an economy, -Weisman 
writes, "the pines have also created what biologists 
call an unimaginable miracle. In their sheltered 
understory, a tropical forest not seen for millennia 
in these savannas has regenerated, restoring the 
habitat of already proliferating deer, hawks and 
anteaters." Noting the vast expanses of similarly 
treeless savannas in other tropical regions of the 
world ripe for similar rebirth, Lugari explains, "Ev- 
erywhere else they're tearing down the rainforests. 
We're showing how to put them back." 

Weisman generally avoids discussion of personal 
conflicts and other negatives that could reflect poorly 
on this community. Even paradise has its imperfec- 
tions. But why not overlook the shortcomings — 
none of which have been fatal — and portray Gaviotas 
as positively as possible? Progressives well-versed in 
the rhetoric of skepticism sometimes need to be 
reminded that though all that glitters is not gold, 
we're still allowed to celebrate victories. In a world 
dominated by linear thinking and specialists, the fact 
that the creative generalists of Gaviotas are succeed- 
ing — and inspiring others to emulate their innova- 
tions — is clearly reason to cheer. 

To purchase the book check www.amazon.com. Tho- 
mas Handy Loon, Leech Lake Tribal College, Rt. 3 Box 
100, Cass Lake, MN 56633; (218) 335-2828. 
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Earth First! Trinkets and Snake Oil 


From the Earth First! Library 

Anarchist Farm The End of Nature 


By Jane Doe. This anarchist version of Ani- 
mal Farm will inspire activists young and 
old. A great read! Fiction, 192 pages, $10. 

Concrete 

By Paul Chadwick. A full-color, illustrated 
comic (graphic) novel about a group of EFlers 
who contact Concrete (a mountaineer/writer 
trapped in a large concrete body) to help save 
an old-growth forest. Full of EF! history and 
philosophy. Fiction, 160 pages, $18. 

Desert Solitaire , 

A Season in the Wilderness 

By Edward Abbey. Our favorite naturalist 
poetically shares his experience as a ranger 
in desert country. Nonfiction, 337 pages, $7. 

Do or Die #8 
Voices from Earth First! 

This journal is filled to the brim with direct 
action, resistance, theory, critique, sabotage, 
and subversion. British EFlers have put to- 
gether a must read for revolutionary ecolo- 
gists. This may be the last issue, so order 
now while supplies last! 345 pages, $15. 

Earth First! 

Direct Action Manual 

The antidote to despair. Everything you 
need to know about blockading tactics, 
techniques and devices to defend the Earth, 
from monkey wrenching to civil disobedi- 
ence. Fully illustrated, lots of diagrams and 
graphics, 154 pages, $8. 

Earth First! Campfire Poems 
An Anthology of Biocentric Poetry 

Edited by Dennis Fritzinger, Karen Coulter 
and Dwight Metzger. Dozens of poets includ- 
ing Rod Coronado, Karen Coulter, Darryl 
Echt, Dennis Fritzinger, Peter Galvin, 
Mathew Haun, Lone Wolf Circles, Asante 
Riverwind, Snaggletooth, and Faith Walker. 
Reading list, 237 pages, $10. 

ECODEFENSE: 

A Field Guide to Monkeywrenching 

Edited by Dave Foreman and Bill Haywood. 
Forward! by Edward Abbey. The monkey- 
wrencher’s bible. (Make sure to read the 
security chapter!) Extensively revised, ex- 
panded 3rd edition. Illustrated, 352 pages, $18. 

Ecological Resistance Movements: 
The Global Emergence of Radical 
and Popular Environmentalism 

Edited by Bron Taylor. A thorough study of 
the driving forces behind radical environ- 
mental movements around the world. Non- 
fiction, 422 pages, $20. 


By Bill McKibben. A Compilation of apoca- 
lyptic theory and bottom-line solutions. 
McKibben pulls no punches in this enlight- 
ening science-based thrashing of industrial 
civilization. Nonfiction, 226 pages, $12. 

Green Rage 

Radical Environmentalism and 
the Unmaking of Civilization 

By Christopher Manes. A brilliant defense 
of radical environmentalism, challenging 
the ethics of modem industrial society and 
asserting the right of the natural world to 
blossom, evolve and exist for its own sake. 
Nonfiction, 291 pages, $13. 

Grizzly Years 

In Search of the American Wilderness 

By Doug Peacock. A chilling account of 
tracking grizzly in the wilderness of Mon- 
tana. Grizzly Years is a soul jerking adven- 
ture story. Nonfiction or Fiction?, 288 
pages, $14. 

The Monkeywrench Gang 

By Edward Abbey. A damn good book about 
people who are fed up with development and 
do something about it. Fiction, 387 pages, $7. 

Refuge 

By Terry Tempest Williams. An unnatural 
story of life in the radioactive American West. 
Tempest William’s masterpiece interweaves 
her mother’s breast cancer and shorebirds 
threatened by the rise of the Great Salt Lake. 
Nonfiction, 304 pages, $12. 

A Sand County Almanac 
And Sketches Here and There 

By Aldo Leopold. Introduction by Robert Finch. 
Illustrated by Charles W. Schwartz. Special 
edition commemorating Leopold’s 100th birth- 
day. A classic description of land preservation 
ethics. Written in 1945, Leopold was way ahead 
of his time. Nonfiction, 228 pages, $10. 

Think Like a Mountain 
Toward a Council of All Beings 

By John Seed, Joanna Macy, Pat Fleming 
and Ame Naess. Illustrated by Dailan Pugh. 
This revolutionary book probes into how we 
are all really animals at heart. Nonfiction, 
128 pages, $10. 

Waste of the West: 

Public Lands Ranching 

By Lynn Jacobs. Encyclopedic overview of 
grazing. Contains contact list, graphics, charts 
and maps. A monster of a book. Nonfiction, 
large format, illustrated, 602 pages!, $28. 


EF! Fist Patch 

Quality 3-inch patches $3 

EF! Tools Bandana 

Unbleached 100% cotton. 
Slogans printed with non- 
toxic ink, $3 

Monkeywrench Pendant 
12" necklace, sterling siver $15 
One post earring $10 
One dangle earring $10 
Lapel pin $10 

EF! Rubber Stamp 

Sturdy wood-block stamps 
from unfinished scrap lumber 
EF! fist or tools $5 

EF! Fist Hemp Wallet 

Tan with black and green 
fist and black lettering. 
Specify wording "Greed 
Kills" or "Earth First!" $10 

EF! Fist Hemp Cap 

Tan with black and green 
embroidered fist, black 
lettering, adjustable size $14 

EF! Window Sticker 

3-inch EF! Fist, 4 for $1 



Cotton Caps 

Desert camo, multi-sizable $12 



So Build in He] 
invironmen tal * 

uMf Wod^S 


• If Your Pecker Was 
As Mine You'd Ne< 


removable paper, $.50 
I'll Take My Beef Po< 


• Monkeywrench the Millenium 

• Love Your Mother, 

Don't become A Father 

• Love Your Mother, 

Don't Become One 

• Native ( with Earth graphic) 

• Nature Bats Last 

• Not Politically Correct 

• Pay YoUr Rent, 

Work for the Earth 

• Question Technology 

• Real Men Don't Shoot Wolves 

• Real Men Get Vasectomies 

• Resist Much, Obey Little 

• Save the Dammed Salmon 

• Save the Wild 
stopQecpaajng 

• Stop Clearcutting (on non- 
removable paper $.50) 

• Stop Public Lands Ranching 

• Stop the Forest Service, 

Save Our Wild Country 

• SubVert the Dominant Paradign 


Globally, Ac 

yffofosirt* 

P' 
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EF! Merchandise Order Form 


description 


TOTAL $ 

foriegn orders add 15% 


City State/Country Zip 

Make checks payable to the Earth First! Journal, POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440. 

Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. Questions? Call (541) 344-8004, Mondays 4-6. 


WRITE FOR YOUR 

•FREE- 


COPY OF OUR 


NEW 


MERCHANDISE 

CATALOG 


O 
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The Nihilist Princess 5 


The Nihilist Princess 

a novel by 

Louis M. Gagneur 

Reintroducing best-selling 19th century radical 
feminist author Louise M. Gagneur! In The Nihilist 
Princess she fictionalizes events taking place in die 
nihilist movement in Russia, which sought to free 
people from the Czar, the aristocracy, and die 
capitalists. Wanda Kryloff, the daughter of a cruel 
aristocrat, becomes a nihilist heroine. This early 
feminist novel will excite anyone interested in the 
history of literature, feminism, or radical politics. 
$12.00 quality paperback 

From the publishers of Anarchist Farm M Publishing books are available at radical 
!>hes the sex-goddess at the beginning of bookstores. See a complete title list at 
the universe; he's a loser telecommuter in a www.iiipublishing.com or send $1 for a 
tiny Martian apartment. Together they arc analog. To order direct, send a check or 
in for a wild ride in this blistering anti- money order including $2.00 P&H per 
technology satire. Pyreria by Michel Mery, order to 111 Publishing. P.O. Box 1581, 
$10.00. quality nanerback Gualab 



Guakla, C A 95445 


f lurn Your Phone Into An 

EarthPhone! 

You make die call: Do you mat your telephone bill supporting obnoxious 
corporate ad campaigns, or Earth First! Journal? 

With our Affinity Long Distance service, every time you make a long dis- 
tance call, 5% of your charges go to Earth First! Journal. 

We offer you a choice of rate plans: l$t/mloute all the time; 10* off-peak/25* 
peak (Mon.— FrL 7-7); or 10* all the time ( lot pho has $5 monthly fee if usage is below 
$30). Abo, low rates for in-state calls and business phones; calling cards; etc. 

’More information: Steve Freedkln, 510-644-2778, Steve@lnteraetAddress.com, 
or on the Web at: http-j , /home^printmail.com/-sfreedlrin / l sfnnlty htnil 
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RIVER REVIVAL 
RENDEZVOUS 

MARCH 14, 2000 
GLEN CANYON DAM 


— Join David Brower and other 
ANTI-DAM ACTIVISTS FROM AROUND 
THE NATION FOR THE INTERNATIONAL 
DAY OF ACTION AGAINST DAMS. 

— Honor the Eleventh Anniversary 
of Edward Abbey’s Death. 

— Demonstrate. Educate. Celebrate. 

Sponsored by 

Glen Canyon Action Network 
P.O. Box 466, Moab, ITT 84532 


DRAIN LMKE POWELL! 


Information: 435.259. 1063 
For ongoing updates, visit: 

WWW. DRAINIT.ORG 



How ‘bout a subscription to Earth First!, the Radical Environmental Journal? 


clip and send to: 

Earth First! Journal-subscriptions, POB M15, Eugene, OR 97440 USA 

CD $500 Lifetime Subscription 

CD $25 Regular Rate CD $35 Surface Mai 

CD $20 Low Income/Non-Profit/Library CD $35 Air Mail, C; 

CD $35 Anonymous Envelope (1st class) CD $45 Air Mail, Inte 

O $ DONATION O $45 Corporate 


% 

f mM 4 

Til 

1 


CD $35 Surface Mail, International (US$) 

CD $35 Air Mail, Canada or Mexico 

CD $45 Air Mail, International (US$, no foreign checks) 

CD $45 Corporate or Law Enforcement Rate 



Subscriber Name 


Address 


State 


Credit Card Orders 

Visa/MC (circle one) 

Card # 

Exp. date (month/year) _ 

Country - 


The Earth First! Journal subscription list is confidential and never traded. If you use an alias, make sure that the 
post office knows that you, or someone, is getting mail at your address under that name or it may not be delivered. 
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US Earth First! 


ALASKA 

Michael A. Lewis 

POB 80073, Fairbanks, AK 99708 

Mike or Billie 

POB 6197, Sitka, AK 99835 

Soren Wuerth 

c/o Alaska Action Center 

POB 230916, Anchorage, AK 99523 

(907) 566-2468; akmedia@surfcafe.com 

ARIZONA 

Arizona Wildlands Museum 
POB 24988, Tempe, A Z 85285 
Tucson EF! 

POB 3412, Tucson, AZ 85722 

tucsonef@juno.com 

Ponderosa Wingnuts 

2155 E. Maple #17, Flagstaff, AZ 86004 

(520) 774-6542; reg3@dana.ucc.nau.edu 

CALIFORNIA 

Northcoast EF! 

POB 28, Areata, CA 95518 
(707) 825-6598; ncef@humboldtl.com 
Circle of Life Foundation/)ulia Butterfly 
POB 388, GarberviUe, CA 95542 
(707) 923-9522; fax 923-9532 
lunanews@humboldtl.com 
Redwood Action Team/Darryl Chemey 
POB 34, GarberviUe, Ecotopia 95542 
Sonoma County EF!/Biotech Last! 
POB 3321, Santa Rosa, CA 95402 
Sierra EF! 

228 Commercial St, Dept. #174 
Nevada City, CA 95959 
Davis EF!/FOW-Cascadia 
(530) 753-1678 
Fairfax Action Team 
POB 393, Lagunitas, CA 94938 
F.R.E.AK. of Nature EF! 

POB 8493, Green Valley Lake, CA 92341 
Sacramento EF! 

POB 376, Carmichael, CA 95609 
Bay Area EF! 

POB 83, Canyon, CA 94516 

hotline/message (510) 848-8724 

Genetix Action 

1334 42nd Ave, SF, CA 94122 

(707) 789-8454 

Santa Cruz EFI/EF! Radio 

POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA 95061 

(831) 425-3205; cruzef@cruzio.com 

Santa Barbara EF! 

POB 12799, Santa Barbara, CA 93107 
(805) 961-2516; sbef@>rain.org 

Action Resource Center 
POB 2104, Venice, CA 90294 
Alluvial EF! 

POB 77027, #102, Pasadena, CA 91107 

(909) 422-1637 

Tribes EF! c/o DR Chance 

POB 10487, San Bemadino, CA 92423 

DRChance3@aol.com 

Mojave EF! 

POB 492, Lancaster, CA 93584 
(805) 948-6291 
Peninsular Ranges EF! 

POB 4738, Irvine, CA 92616-4738 
Southcoast EF! 

POB 1333, Orange, CA 92856 
Baja Ecotopia EF! 

POB 7745, San Diego, CA 92107 
,(760) 740-1174; sdef@envirolink.org 
COLORADO 
San Juan EF! 

POB 3204, Durango, CO 81302 
Wilderness Defense! 

POB 460101, Aurora, CO 80046-0101 
fax (617) 687-2598 
wildemessdefense@email.com 
Art Good times 

POB 1008, Telluride, CO 81435 
Tim Haugen 

POB 81, Gulnare, CO 81042 
Gunnison Basin EF! 

POB 592, Crested Butte, CO 81224 
Culebra EF! 

POB 762, San Luis, CO 81152 
afr@amigo.net 

FLORIDA 
Big Bend EF! 

POB 20582, Tallahassee, FL 32316 
(904) 421-1559 
Clearwater EF! 

POB 17838, Clearwater, FL 33762 
(727) 538-9050 
clearwaterfnb@hotmail.com 
Alachua EF! 

POB 1638, Alachua, FL 32616 
(904) 462-3374 
Miami EF! 

EarthFirstMiami@hotmail.com 

GEORGIA 

Students for Environmental Awareness 
Univ. of Georgia, Tate Student Center 
Athens, GA 30602 
Katuah Foothills EF! 

POB 608, Athens, GA 30603 
HAWAII 

Oceandream Media Foundation 
POB 1440, Hanalei, HI 96714 
(808) 826-1711 


IDAHO 

Northern Rockies Preservation Project 

POB 625, Boise, ID 83701 

Cove/Mallard Coalition 

POB 8968, Moscow, ID 83483 

(208) 882-9755; fax 883-0727 

cove@moscow.com 

ILLINOIS 

Chicago EF! c/o The Autonomous Zone 
1573 N. Milwaukee Ave. #420 
Chicago, IL 60622 
(773) 252-6019; azone@wwa.com 
Red Gate EF! 

3400 W 111th St #154, Chicago, IL 60655 

friends@enteract.com 

Shawnee EF! 

913 S. Illinois, Carbondale, IL 62901 
(618) 351-0312; sprklblu@siu.edu 

INDIANA 

Indiana Forest Alliance 

POB 174, Bloomington, IN 47402 

(812) 332-4878 

IO W A 

Prairie Fire EF! 

POB 1284, Dubuque, IA 52004-1284 
prairieflreef@hotmail. com 

KANS AS 

Tornado Vally Resistance 

5905 W. 56th St, Mission, KS 66202 

(913) 568-9525 

LOUISIANA 

Louisiana EF! 

POB 113262, Metairie, LA 70011-3262 
Baratopia EF! 
baratopiaef@yahoo.com 

M AIM 
Maine EF! 

RFD 1, POB 6000, Athens, ME 04912 
Wassumkeag EF! 

POB 869, Searsport, ME 04974 

noreastah@acadia.net 

M A RY L AND 

DC Area EF! Collective 

3123 Montgomery Hall 

College Park, MD 20742; (301) 314-3712 

MASSACHUSETTS 

MassEF! 

POB 35, Montague, MA 01351 
Mass Direct Action 
POB 484, Somerset, MA 02726 
Jon Chance 

72 Peterborough St, Apt. 31 
Boston, MA 02215; (617) 859-8155 

MICHIGAN 

World Tree Peace Center 
POB 50814, Kalamazoo, MI 49005 
(616) 383-9317 
Huron River Valley EF! 

POB 1735, Ann Arbor, MI 48106 
MINNESOTA 

Forest Ecosystems Action Group 
2441 Lyndale Ave S, Mpls, MN 55405 
(612) 450-9178; paarise@mtn.org 
Big Woods EF! 

POB 580936, Mpls, MN 55458-0936 
(612) 362-3387; bigwoodsef@hotmail.com 
Wilderness First! 

POB 16075, St. Paul, MN 55116 
wdumess@aol.com 
MISSOURI 
Ray O. McCall 

Rt 1 Box 89, Mountain Grove, MO 65711 
Pink Planarians 

POB 7653, Columbia, MO 65205-7653 

(573) 443-6832 

Chinquapin Resistance 

POB 63232, St. Louis, MO 63163 

(314) 772-6463 

M ONTANA 

Northern Rockies Biodiversity Project 
POB 4431, Whitefish, MT 59937 
(406) 862-4945 
Wild Rockies EF! 

POB 9286, Missoula, MT 59807 
(406) 728-5733 
Yellowstone EF! 

POB 6151, Bozeman, MT 59715 
NEBRASKA 

Environmental Resource Center 
370 Bordeaux Rd, Chadron, NE 69337 
(308) 432-3458 

NEVADA 

Western Shoshone Defense Project 
POB 211106, Crescent Valley, NV 89821 
(702) 468-0230; wsdp@igc.org 
NEW HAMPSHIRE 
New Hampshire EF! 

POB 4101, Portsmouth, NH 03802 
NEW IERSEY 

PAW Pinelands/Kittatiny Project 
POB 506, Bloomfield, NJ 07003 
(201) 748-4322 
Green Vigilance 

46 E. Monroe, Mt. Holly, NJ 08060 

(609) 265-0392 

NEW MEXICO 

Land of Disenchantment EF! 

POB 72295, Albuquerque, NM 87195 

(505) 588-8128 

New Mexico Direct Action 

POB 22488, Santa Fe, NM 87502-2488 


NEW YORK 

NYC EF! c/o Wetlands Preserve 
161 Hudson St, NY, NY 10013 
(212) 966-4831; fax 925-8715 
adam@wetlandspreserve.org 
Foghorn 

POB 889, Westhampton Beach, NY 11978 
(516) 288-2688 
Love Canal EF! 

(716) 282-7777 

Steven Smith 

Sarah Lawrence College 

1 Mead Way, Bronxville, NY 10708-9902 

paralipsis@crosswinds. net 

OFF ! 

SUNY Binghamton, NY, 13902-6000 

(607) 777-2050; offeditoi@hotmail.com 

Project Harmony 

216 W. 122 St, NY, NY 10027 

(212) 662-2878; haja216@aol.com 

More Gardens! Coalition 

50 Avenue B, NY, NY 10009 

NORTH CAROLINA 

Kattiah EF! 

POB 1485, Asheville, NC 28802 
(828) 285-0631; mountainfaction@cs.com 
Katuah Highlands EF! 

POB 223, Deep Gap, NC 28618 

(910) 973-7032 

OHIO 

Cleveland EF! 

17305 Grovewood Ave 
Cleveland, OH 44119; (216) 383-9985 
Ohio Valley EF! 

POB 17, University of Cincinnati 
Cincinnati, OH 45221-1001 
(513) 281-6892 
Oberlin EF! 

Wilder Box 76, Oberlin, OH 44074 

oearthflrst@oberlin.edu 

Lake Erie EF! 

2233 Parkwood, Toledo, OH 43620 
Hock-Hocking EF! 

23 Elliott St Athens, OH 45701 -- 

(740) 592-2581 
Piarikasha EF! 

7992 Hopper Rd, Cincinnati, OH 45255 

OREGON 

Cascadia Forest Alliance 
POB 4946, Portland, OR 97208 
(503) 241-4879; fax 235-9976 
Blue Heron EF! 

Reed Coll., SAO, Portland, OR 97202 
(503) 771-1112x7875 
Southern Willamette EF! 

POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440 
swef@efn.org 

Cascadia Forest Defenders 
POB 11122, Eugene, OR 97440 
(541) 684-8977; mickey@efn.org 
Blue Mtns. Biodiversity Project 
HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 
Kalmiopsis EF! 

POB 2093, Cave Junction, OR 97523 
(541) 592-3386; lukas@cdsnet.net 

PENNSYLVANIA 
Allegheny EF! 

POB 81011, Pittsburgh, PA 15217 

Antoinette Dwinga 

102 Third St, Apt 2, Carnegie, PA 15106 

Allegheny Defense Project 

POB 245, Clarion, PA 16214 

(814) 223-4996; fax 223-4997 

adp@envirolink.org 

TENNESSEE 

Katuah EF! 

Tennessee Valley Faction 
POB 281, Chattanooga, TN 37401 
(423) 949-5922; johnjgb@mindspring.com 
French's Lick EF! 

200 Creekwood Dr., Whitehouse, TN 37188 

TEXAS 

EF! Austin 

2900 Lafayette St, Austin, TX 78722 
(512) 478-7666 
South Texas EF! 

4114 Claudia, Corpus Christi, TX 78418 
(512) 937-6019 
East Texas EF! 

Rt 1, Box 2120, Point Blank, TX 77364 
Lusus Naturaes Environ. Collective 
1421 Longhorn, Houston, TX 77080 
lususnaturae7 l@hotmail.com 

UTAH 

Autonomy House 

POB 11015, SLC, UT 84147 

Wild Wasatch Front 

864 W. 700 St, Brigham City, UT 84302 

VERMONT 

Biodiversity Liberation Front 

POB 57, Burlington, VT 05402 

Save the Corporations 

169 Main St, Brattleboro, VT 05301 

(802) 254-4847; fax 254-7358 

VIRGINIA 

Virginia EF! 

Rt 1, Box 250, Staunton, VA 22401 

(540) 885-6983 

PAW Southwest Virginia 

POB 13192, Roanoke, VA 24031-3192 

(540) 982-0492 


Directory 
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EF! Collective @ VCU 
Student Activities Center, Box 93 
POB 842035, Richmond, VA 23284 
(804) 353-5055 

WASHINGTON 
Seattle EF! 

POB 95113, Seattle, WA 98145 


WEST VIRGINIA 
Central Appalachian Biodiversity Project 
Rt 3, Box 390, Hedgesville, WV 25427 
(304) 754-9161 

WISCONSIN 

Midwest Headwaters Action & 
Midwest Headwaters Journal 


tel/fax (206) 632-1656; sea-ef@scn.org 
Direct Action Network 
POB 95113, Seattle, WA 98145 
(206) 632-1656; hotline (206) 654-6779 
dan@frizzle.com 
Olympia EF! 

POB 12391, Olympia, WA 98508 
(360) 867-9054 
olyearthfirst@hotmail.com 


731 State St, Madison, W1 53711 
(608) 255-8765 
North Forests EF! 

748 Algoma Blvd Oshkosh, WI 54901 
(920) 424-0265 

Chippewa VaUey EF!, POB 1151 
Eau Claire, WI 54702; (608) 782-6997 
Sand County EF! 

308 Nelson Hall, Stevens Point, WI 54481 


dchurl99@uwsp.edu 


International 

Check out the international 
Earth First! web page at: 
www.k2net.co.nk/ ef 
AUSTRALIA 

Rainforest Information Centre 
POB 368, Lismore, NSW 2480 
(066) 21 85 05 

Australian EFI Action Update 

ef_au@hotmail.com 

EF! Australia Community 

Lot 9 Hallifbrd Rd Via Dalby, Qld 4405 

tel/fax 61 (0) 7 3207 0033 

admin@earthfirst.org.au 

CANADA 

North American ALF Press Office 

POB 3673, Courtenay, BC V9N 7P1 

(250) 897-0791; fax (419) 858-9065 

naalfpo@tao.ca 

EF! Prince George 

Box 1762, Prince George, BC V2L 4V7 

Boreal Owl 

Box 1053, Kamloops, BC V2C 6H2 
EF! Manitoba 
599 Talbot Ave, Winnipeg 
Manitoba R2L 0R7; (204) 453-9052 
EF! Toronto 

POB 195 Stn. B, 119 Spadina Ave 

Toronto, Ontario M5T 2W1 

earthfirst.toronto@tao.ca 

EF! Ottawa 

Box 4612, Station E 

Ottawa, Ontario K1S 5H8 

Autonomous Green Action 

POB 4721, Station E, Ottawa 

Ontario K1S 5H9; soy@igs.net 

EF! Montreal & Diffusion Noire 

c/o Librairie Alternative 

2035 St. Laurent, 2 e etage 

Montreal, Quebec H2X 2T3 

CZECH REPUBLIC 

Zeme Predevsim 

POB 237, 16041 Prague 6 

zemepredevsim@ecn.cz 

Car Busters Magazine & Resource Ctr 

Kratka 26, 100 00 Praha 10 

+(420) 2-781-08-49; fax 781-67-27 

carbusters@ecn.cz 

EIRE 

An Talamh Glas c/o Anne 

Abbey St., Ballinrobe, County Mayo 

Limerick Talamh Glas 

41 Glasgow Park, Limerick 

00 353 61 313308 

ENGLAND 

Over 30 Earth First! and radical 
ecological direct action groups exist in 
England. As well as these, there are a 
number of other anarchist/revolution- 
ary groups and projects. For a list or 
for general news from the UK, contact: 
EFI Action Update 
c/o POB ITA, Newcastle Upon Tyne, 
NE1 ITA; 0797 479 1841 
actionupdate@gn.apc.org 
Do or Die 

c/o Prior House, 6 Tilbury Place, 
Brighton, East Sussex, BN2 2GY 
doordtp@yahoo.co.uk 
FINLAND 
Finland EF! 

Viivinkatu 17 AS 17 

33610 Tampere 61; ransu@sd.fl 

GERMANY 

EF! Germany (c/o Avalon) 
Friedrich-Ebert Str 24, 45127 Essen 


EF! Directory 

INDIA 

Anand Skaria 

PB #14, Cochin 682001, Kerala 
(009) 484-25435 
Bander Bagicha 

Near Maurya Lok PATNA-800 001 
Bihar, Post Box 229 

THE NETHERLANDS 
Groene Front! 

Postbus 85069, 3508 AB, Utrecht 
groenfr@dds.nl 

PHILIPPINES 

Ariel Betan, Green Forum k 

3rd Floor, Liberty Building 
Pasay Road, Makati, Metro Manila 
(2) 816-0986, 851-110, 818-3207 
Volunteers for Earth Defense 
189 San Antonio Ext. SFDM 
1105 Quezon City 
POLAND 

Workshop for All Beings 
POB 40, 43-304 Bielsko, Biala 4 
tel/fax 048-33-8183153 
In Defense of the Earth 
Towarzystwo Ekologiczne 
"W Obronieziemi" Domonika Baryta 
ul. Limanowskiego 138/42 
91-038, Lodz (+48 42) 653-38-16 
goraI@tewoz.most.org.pl 
RUSSIA 

Rainbow Keepers (10 local groups ) 

POB 14, Nizhni Novgorod 603082 

(8312) 34-32-80 

Rainbow Keepers (Moscow) 

(095) 954-91-93, rk@glas.apc.org 
ECODEFENSE! 

Moskovsky prospekt 120-34236006 
Kaliningrad/Koenigsburg 
tel/fax +7 (0112) 43 72 86 
ecodefense@glas.apc.org 

SCOTLAND 
Glasgow EF! 

POB 180, Glasgow G4 9AB 
44 (0)41 636 1924/339 8009 
fax 424 3688; scotree@gn.apc.org 

SLOVAKIA 
Slobodna alternativa 
StaromestskS 6/D, 811 03 Bratislava 
SOUTH AFRICA 
Earth Action! 

POB 181034, Dalbridge, Durban 6016 

SOUTH KOREA 

Green Korea United 

10F Garden Tower Building 

98-78 Wooni-dong, Chongno-gu 

Seoul 110-350; environ@chollian.net 

SPAIN 

Manuel A. Demandes, Taller de E. A 
A. Curuxa, J. B., Xelmirer J 
Campus Universitario, 15 70S Santiago 
(81) 584321; fax 584533 . 

SWEDEN 

Morgan Larsson 

Lagmansgaten 9C, 46-37 VSnersborg 
Action For Social Ecology 
Box 34089, 10026 Stockholm; 
+46-70-7560195; ekologisten@usa.net 

UKRAINE 

Rainbow Keepers (5 local groups) 

Nadia Shevchenko 

POB 322, Kiev 252187 

+7 38 (044) 265-7628; fax 550-6068 
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HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 
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Warrior Poets Society 

PMB 361, 108 Student Union #4510 

Berkeley, CA 94720-4510 
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by Patrick Reinsborough 

We prefer genocide sponsored by the 
Colombian government rather than 
handing over our Mother Earth to oil 
companies. 

— U'WA COMMUNIQUE, JANUARY 20 

We are all children of the Earth, help us 
to defend her. 

— Berito KuwarU'wa, spokesperson 
Traditional U'wa Authority 

In the remote cloud forests of north- 
eastern Colombia, the brutal history of 
invasion, ecological devastation and 
genocide which has shaped the Ameri- 
cas for 500 years is repeating itself. A 
small, semi-nomadic and traditional 
indigenous tribe is struggling to de- 
fend its ancestral homelands from the 
invasion of a ruthless multinational 
corporation. At stake is the existence of 
an entire indigenous culture, one of 
the most fragile and biologically di- 
verse ecosystems on the planet and 
ultimately the future of our global fos- 
sil-fuel addiction. 

This is the story of the U'wa, which 
means "the thinking people" and their 


uncompromising, eight-year resistance 
to Los Angeles-based Occidental 
Petroleum's (Oxy) effort to drill on 
their land. The U'wa grabbed interna- 
tional headlines in 1996 when they 
vowed to commit collective suicide 
rather than allow their homeland to be 
desecrated by oil drilling. Since then a 
growing international movement has 
emerged to support their uncompro- 
mising resistance. 

Despite national and international 
protest, the Colombian government last 
September granted Oxy permission to 
drill on U'wa land. In November several 
hundred U'wa, including women, chil- 
dren and tribal elders, responded by 
occupying the first proposed drill site 
known as Gibraltar 1. Their message is 
clear: "We would rather die, protecting 
everything that we hold sacred, than 
lose everything that makes us U'wa." 

On January 19, thousands of Colom- 
bian soldiers invaded the region and 
surrounded the U'wa. The standoff 
ended on January 25 when the army 
used brutal methods to forcibly evict 
the last U'wa resisters from the drill 
site. The U'wa stated in a communique 
on January 31 that "our U'wa brothers 


At the industry-sponsored World Environment Conference (WEC) in Santa Barbara, California, a 
Colombian military officer and an Occidental Petroleum executive meet with Oxy shareholder Al Gore. 


were surrounded by soldiers and riot 
police... and were physically and psy- 
chologically abused, and their personal 
goods were destroyed." 

On February 11 tragedy struck again 
when the Colombian National Police 
brutally attacked an U'wa road block- 


ade that had prevented Oxy from trans- 
porting machinery into the drill site. 
The police arrived by helicopter and 
attacked the 450 assembled U'wa with 
tear gas, bulldozers and riot sticks. 

continued on page 24 


U’wa Brutally Crushed at Gibraltar 1 

Then Re-occupy the Drill Site 


Bulldozers Demolish Esperanza 



With orders from Mayor Giuliani, a bulldozer crushed the 22-year- 

by Chris Flash 

The bulldozer has plowed the fertile soils of Esperanza and 
scattered the seeds of hope across the city. The seeds of hope 
have joined the great winds for a dance across the world. 

— More Gardens! Coalition 

On February 15, 31 people were arrested defending a 
community garden against a police raid ordered by 
Mayor Rudolph Giuliani. El fardin de la Esperanza (Gar- 


den of Hope), located on East Seventh 
Street in New York City, started 22 
years ago when next-door neighbor 
Alecia Torres began clearing trash and 
rubble from the lot. Over the years it 
became an oasis of flowers, shrubs, 
winding paths and a casita, hosting 
baptisms, ceremonies and other neigh- 
borhood gatherings. 

Community Board Three in 1998 ap- 
proved a proposal by politically con- 
nected real-estate developer Donald 
Capoccia and his partners to build a 
new housing proj ect on two city-owned 
lots on Avenue C and on his private 
adjoining lots on East Eighth Street. 
This approval was given with the prom- 
ise that Esperanza, facing the rear of 
the proposed project, would remain a 
community garden. 

Under the city's "80/20" program, at 
least 20 percent of Capoccia's proposed 
-old community garden, housing units must be allocated for 
low or moderate income residents; how- 
ever, those units could be set aside in other buildings as far 
away from the new project as the developers wish. After a 
few years, those new units would revert to market rate 
rents. Ultimately, the city's program is a privatization 
scam that eliminates true low-income housing and garden 
spaces in favor of market-rate housing, forcing lower 
income residents out of their neighborhoods. 

continued on page 22 


Looting Indigenous 
Medicine in Chiapas 

by RAFI 

Eleven indigenous peoples' or- 
ganizations, known as the Coun- 
cil of Indigenous Traditional Mid- 
wives and Healers of Chiapas 
( Consejo Estatal de Parteras y 
Medicos Indigenas Traditional es de 
Chiapas), are demanding that a 
$2.5-million, US government- 
funded bioprospecting program 
suspend its activities in Chiapas, 
Mexico. They are also asking 
other indigenous people in 
Chiapas to refuse to cooperate 
with the researchers. 

The project is led by the Univer- 
sity of Georgia, in cooperation 
with a Mexican university re- 
search center, El Colegio de la 
Frontera Sur (ECOSUR), and Mo- 
lecular Nature Ltd., a biotechnol- 
ogy company based in Wales, UK. 
Despite protests by local Mayan 
organizations, the University of 
Georgia says it will not halt the 
five year project, which aims to 
collect and evaluate thousands of 
plants and microorganisms used 
in traditional medicine. 

continued on page 23 


photo courtesy Santa Barbara EF! 


EARTH FIRST! 

NO COMPROMISE IN DEFENSE OF MOTHER EARTH 

POB 1415 • EUGENE, OREGON 97440 • (541) 344-8004 


Dave Foreman Would Laugh in his Beer 


Back in 1990 1 was invited to my first 
Earth First! Activist Conference. The 
meeting, in Boulder, Colorado, was an 
emergency gathering to determine 
whether the Earth First! Journal prop- 
erly portrayed the current movement. 
It had been spurred by the rumors that 
Dave Foreman, etc., no longer wanted 
to produce the Journal. I was told that 
my input as a hunt saboteur 
and animal liberation activ- 
ist, as well as my experience 
as an EFler, was needed in 
order to help ensure that the 
paper represented the entire 
movement not just the elite 
few who published it. 

Back then almost every re- 
gion with an active group pub- 
lished a local rag, but the Earth 
First! Journal was the only tool 
that activists could hand out 
to the public, whether it be a 
lOth-grade class or a crowd 
locked down to a railroad track. Don't 
forget, this was before the all-encom- 
passing world of email. 

We seemed to be full of a bitter pas- 
sion, needing to piss on all those around 
us in our quest to save wilderness. 

The old guard, Foreman, etc., believed 
that Earth First! should stay the way it 
had always been — a misanthropic, bio- 
logically based, wilderness-lovin' group 
of good ol' boys. Others believed that 
the movement should diversify to in- 
clude not only wilderness conservation 
but also animal rights, gender and socio- 
ecological issues. Of course, all those 
gathered in Colorado understood that 
we would never agree to narrow defini- 
tions of who we were. So instead the 
meetings went in a different direction. 
We found ourselves talking about a huge 
variety of campaigns and ideologies. We 
decided that the Earth First! Journal con- 
tent did not represent the movement's 
newly discovered direction and we 
agreed that a new staff must take over. A 
group of angry individuals from 


Missoula, Montana stepped forward with 
a well thought out proposal. By the end 
of the four long days the movement 
walked away stronger and healthier, al- 
though all those using the Earth First! 
banner did not agree. 

Foreman, etc., had already decided 
that they did not like the new, farther- 
reaching rhetoric spewing from the 


mouths of us babes, so they stopped 
"being" Earth First! and refused to pass 
on the EF!J mailing list. 

But the movement survived. 

The Earth First! Journal was published 
out of a grimy little office in Missoula 
until the community could no longer 
support the papers ever growing needs. 
In 1993 the Journal moved to Eugene, 
Oregon, where it is published today. 

Which brings us to now. 

At this year's Conference the always- 
asked questions of who are we, and 
where are we going? were once again 
asked and, of course, that led us to 
wonder if the current Earth First! Journal 
staff accurately represents the move- 
ment. We made no decisions but agreed 
that Earth First! is diverse. Many seemed 
to feel that the movement is heading 
towards more social issues and that 
multi-cultural outreach is a job for the 
EF!f. Discussions turned to moving the 
paper to Tucson, Arizona, or New York 
City, whose proposals included using 
the EF!J as a social-outreach tool. 


And now I am the old guard, drag- 
ging my feet at the suggestion of 
change. But, you see, I like the move- 
ment and the paper these days. There 
seems to be a particularly good mix of 
environmental preservation and hard- 
edge street punk. We care about the 
world and the people who live on it, 
while acknowledging the fucked- 
upedness of it all. Earth Firstiers are 
passionate, but finally the need to hurt 
ourselves appears to be gone. We fight 
for the Earth and do not compromise. 
„ But I fear that we may change. As we 
I expand to include too many human- 
1 centered beliefs eventually Earth First! 
§ will become Cultural Sensitivity First! 
§ Besides, I like the big old trees and 
I wide open spaces, believing that with- 
!L out our help the corporate world would 
$ eat them all. Has the Earth First! move- 
ment done so well that saving wilder- 
ness is now passe? 

Which leaves me with the question, 
what do we leave behind in our quest to 
become all things to all people; is it the 
forests, or the oceans, or the humans? 

Hopefully it will be none of these. 

I have no doubt that the movement 
is intelligent and creative enough 
to grow in a healthy direction, but 
I fear the mistakes we will make 
along the way. Please, let's not for- 
get to put the Earth first. 

Come to this year's Round River 
Rendezvous to ensure you are a part of 
the future of the Earth First! move- 
ment and the Journal. 

— Kris 

We are currently taking applications 
for a long-term editor. If you can com- 
mit at least a year and can tolerate 
computers, have a sense of humor, un- 
derstand movement history and enjoy 
people send us a resume. 

Pardon our mistake, EF!J February- 
March 2000's West Papua article said 
30,000 people had been killed since 
1960, actually 300,000havebeenkilled 
by Indonesian forces. 



They sure don't make Earth Firstiers like they used 
to, or do they— photo from 1982 EF! gathering 




' s — > OF ^ ' 

auna L aba 


Fauna, n. animal life. 

Cabala, n. an esoteric, secret matter or 
mysterious art. 



A female ground-nesting wasp of the genus Ammophila 
will catch a caterpillar and carry it away to her nest 
where, within the baby butterfly's body, she lays a single 
egg. Her egg hatches in two days and the larva slurps its 
caterpillar world. Females of another wasp, Argochrysis 
armilla, learn the locations of Ammophila nests by 
watching them dig. When an Ammophila returns with 
her caterpillar catch, a sneaky A. armilla will slip through 
the doorway and decorate ceiling and walls with her own 
eggs. Once hatched, these larvae use large, piercing 
mandibles to shred and devour the caterpillar along with 
the Ammophila host's larva. 

Somehow A. armilla larvae refrain from shredding their 
siblings. This is the only species of the 3,000 in its family to 


by Faith Walker 

exhibit such tolerance. Normally in parasitoid wasps only 
one larva survives even if multiple eggs are laid; siblicide 
occurs during mandibular duels or by the secretion of toxic 
chemicals. It is rare for tolerance to evolve once siblicidal 
behavior becomes established in a species since anybody with 
a genetic predisposition for tolerance won't survive to repro- 
duce. However, there is potential for the evolution of toler- 
ance in wasps because they have haplodiploid sex determina- 
tion (females are diploid, meaning that they have two sets of 
chromosomes; males are haploid, with only one set of chro- 
mosomes) and can control offspring gender. Because females 
store sperm, they can decide which eggs to fertilize (hence 
daughters) or not (hence sons). These decisions, often based 
on the size and quality of the host, can facilitate nonsiblicide 
if broods are entirely one sex or the other, as in A. armilla. The 
skew in the number of chromosomes means that sisters are 
more related to each other than to brothers, and the net 
increase in relatedness means that altruistic behavior is more 
likely to evolve. Thus, in the ground, in squishy caterpillar 
goo, there is a wasp parasitoid of a wasp parasitoid, one of that 
is so aggressive toward siblings that mothers don't even 
bother laying two eggs together, and the other that has 
evolved tolerance despite its ripping mandibles. 
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Empowered By Arrest 


by Mariposa 

I have often wondered what it would be like to 
participate in an act of civil disobedience; whether I'd 
have the courage to sacrifice my freedom, if only for a 
few hours. A long time ago, I secretly resolved that I 
would not participate if it meant getting arrested. 

For me personally it did not seem like a logical way 
to protest injustice. Wouldn't I be a more effective 
participant in the struggle for freedom if I was free? 
Don't get me wrong. I understood the importance and 
historical significance of civil disobedience as a tactic 
in the struggle for peace and justice, especially as a 
means of getting media attention and building mass 
support. I just didn't want to get arrested, plain and 
simple. I rationalized that I'd do more good by 
reciting a poem. I am a poet, after all. Or maybe I'd 
be more effective as one of the demonstrators. I do 
have a loud voice, and I'm good at holding ban- 
ners. Or maybe I'd help by talking to the press or 
handing out leaflets or petitioning for signatures. 
All of these roles are equally important. But get 
arrested? Handcuffed by the police and detained 
indefinitely? No way! Not me! Sorry Charlie. 

So when my friend asked me on the first day of the 
year if I wanted to be a part of civil disobedience for the 
freedom of Vieques and be among the women arrested 
on ElDiade Los Reyes Mago, I was not very enthusiastic. 
Though I asked her for details, I was acutely aware of 
a tight gnawing in my gut and a familiar voice inside 
of me, snickering, mocking me: "Yeah right. Get 
arrested? Picture that. Ha! " But I felt undecided. I could 
not stop thinking about it. Thoughts of Vieques and 
the demonstration plagued me along with questions 
that confused and frightened me until finally I real- 
ized that the real reason why I did not want to get 
arrested was because I was afraid, terrified actually, of 
challenging the powers that be, terrified of fighting for 
what I know in my heart and soul to be right and true, 
terrified of standing up for the freedom of my people, 
of standing up for my own freedom. 

It was upon this realization that I decided to partici- 
pate. 1 had already declared that this was the year I 
would face fear. As the ball dropped in Times Square 
and millions held their breath in fear that their worst 
Y2K nightmares would come true, I was in the Bronx 
praying that God would grant me courage in the new 
millennium and most of all love. 

So I went to the United Nations on January 6 to 
stand up for the people of Vieques who are my 
people, but also to face the force that holds us 
back the most: fear. . 

Esperanza told me to be at 45th Street and 1st 
Avenue at 2 p.m. I had no idea who else would be there 
that day or what to expect. All I know is that I was 
afraid . At 1 p . m . I was still at home when 1 should have 
been on a southbound train. I actually started to wash 
the dishes, and wondered if I had enough time to cash 
my check and stop at the post office for some stamps. 
I was stalling for time, and I knew it. I rinsed a couple 


of cups and abandoned the idea of backing down. 1 
ran to the train station. 

I spent the whole ride with my eyes closed as I tried 
to calm and ground myself. I couldn't even write. I 
was so scared my hands were shaking. When I got to 
Grand Central Station it was 2 p.m. on the dot. I ran 
all the way to the United Nations hoping I wasn't too 
late. I got there just in time to be counted. I knew all 
of the women except one young sister who looked 
strangely familiar. It took me a couple of minutes 
amid the fear, the excitement and wishing every- 
body feliz Dia de los Reyes to realize the young sister 
was Rosie Perez, the actress, looking brave and deter- 
mined but just as scared as I felt. As I glanced at her 
and the other women, I felt less and less afraid. The 
police had the eight of us along with the other 
demonstrators corralled behind the usual blue and 
white barricades in a radius that couldn't be more 
than 10 feet wide. It was cold and cloudy that day. 
There weren't many of us, but it didn't matter. 

I watched two women climb the steps to the US 
Mission to the United Nations to hand over our 
petition asking for an end to the 70 years of bombings 
in Vieques, Puerto Rico, which has resulted in the loss 
of Puerto Rican lives, the destruction of wildlife and 
the contamination of the land. As we joined hands to 
block the entrance, the classic David and Goliath 
image of the little fishing boats challenging the Navy 
warships came to mind. I was quiet. Some of the others 
were chanting along with the demonstrators. I turned 
to see D. Vera, a life-long activist whose first arrest was 
in Puerto Rico in the early 1930s at the age of 12. She 
was collecting money with other children to liberate 
Don Pedro Albizu Campos from one of his many 
prison stays. The strength in her reddened face was 
awesome and indescribable. She was screaming, 

" Vieques es mi patria! Me voy a defender mi patria 
hasta la muerte! "(Vieques is my country! I'm going 
to defend my country until death!)" As we were 
handcuffed, we started singing. 

Although the temperature was freezing I felt like 
I was on fire inside. The paddy wagon and police 
were intimidating, but I wasn't afraid anymore. I 
realized in that instant the power of surrendering. 
To surrender is not to submit. To surrender is to be 
free. Though I was handcuffed and physically vul- 
nerable, I never felt more powerful in all of my life. 
Their symbols of external power, their weapons of 
death and destruction are nothing compared to the 
true power, the light inside of us that can never be 
caged and never be destroyed. 

I felt the presence of many beings. I felt the pres- 
ence of our ancestors; the presence of our assassi- 
nated, tortured and imprisoned martyrs. And I felt 
the presence of los tres Reyes Mago and the power of 
our spirits as we were photographed one by one 
entering the paddy wagon. And we sang. We sang 
from our hearts. I felt a rush of ancestral memory 
flood me as I looked around the paddy wagon pon- 
dering our many ancestors who undoubtedly had 



experienced the same emotions I was experiencing at 
that moment. And I never felt so strong, connected 
to our legacy of struggle and survival. 

As soon as the doors closed we all busted out 
laughing, out of nervousness I guess. It felt good to 
laugh. The officer driving called out, "Hang on 
ladies!" and I had the sense that everything was 
going to be okay. The officers were actually very 
respectful. They treated our elders with the utmost 
care. They did not fingerprint us and did not de- 
grade us by throwing us in a dirty cell. We were 
allowed to sit in a cluttered office just outside of the 
dirty cell. They provided some of us with chairs, 
took our IDs and recorded how much money we 
each had, which I thought was weird. A feeling of 
peace settled over us as We joked with each other 
and talked about how scared we were and how it was 
nothing like we had imagined it would be. Being 
arrested was a new experience for most of us. 

It felt good to know I was not the only one who 
was afraid. We talked about cooking and natural 
healing remedies and enjoyed each others' com- 
pany. We were released in less than three hours. 

I am proud to have been a part of giving the gift of 
getting arrested to La Isla Nena for the cause of freedom 
and in defense of my people, and I am grateful for the 
gift I was given in return: the insights that we are never 
alone, that as individuals we each are powerful but 
together we are an entity, a force to be reckoned with. 
There is a Goliath in each and every one of us waiting 
to be freed. Last but not least, I learned the power of 
surrendering which is what we need to do as a people. 
We need to surrender, despite the fear. We need to 
surrender to self love, to standing up for ourselves and 
what is ours by divine birthright, and most of all we 
need to surrender to our destiny which is to be free. 

A proud Boricua woman, Mariposa is a poet, perfor- 
mance artist, educator, activist and freelance writer. The 
author would like to thank Erica Gonzalez for her encour- 
agement in writing this essay. 


Dear Shit For Brains, (please, keep them short) 


Dear SFB, 

A callous insensitive poodle 
to whoever awarded a wolf to 
the A&M kids. 

love, 

—Danny 

Hi all! 

This is a message from 
Barcelona. Here there was also 
an action on the 30th of No- 
vember, but people did riot 
think in sending a message to 
you until recently. In any case, 
we forward you a translation of 
a brief report written by some of 
the participants in that global 
day of action down here. 

"People from a diversity of 
collectives and individuals gath- 
ered at Plaga Universiclaci, in 
Barcelona city centre, after a 
call from Trenquem el Silenci 
(Breaking the Silence). Once 


there, cars' traffic was stopped 
and we went to the Stoke Mar- 
kets' building in order to per- 
form a surprise nonviolent direct 
action. The security guards tried 
to impede us to get into the 
building, but around 150 people 
occupied the main hall for half 
an hour, while drums and other 
sounds were disrupting specu- 
lation. During such occupation 
a manifesto against capitalist 
trade was read, and a demand 
for stopping considering people 
as commodities was claimed. The 
hall was 're-decorated' with con- 
fetti and paintings. In the mean- 
time, outdoors, posters and ban- 
ners were stuck on the walls and 
people walking in the streets 
stopped to have a look. In the 
middle of the euphoria for the 
success of the action, we went 
all back to the streets arid stop- 


ping the traffic, we walked to 
the main building of the Bank of 
Spain. While cutting the access 
to the building, a performance 
was done on the implications of 
the global capitalist trade for 
people's lives and the WTO's 
role. A local newspaper tried to 
criminalise the action... 

In Lleida, another Catalan 
town, also a direct action was 
succesfully performed." 

— REVISTA 1LLACRUA ILLACRUA 

Hi SFB, 

Greetings from El Pueblo de 
Nuestra Senora La Reina de Los 
Angeles. I am developing an ab 
lergy to Ballona Creek. It's worse 
than Love's Canal... And all the 
Sierra Clubbers can do is wave a 
few signs at the bulldozers. They 
are too busy planning their es- 
capes from LA on the weekends. 


The cowardly City Council 
doesn't care whether or not they 
build schools on toxic dumps, 
and they certainly don't care 
about the last wetlands in our 
mama LA. 

What do they care about a 
few endangered species in the 
wetlands? 

I really think that Earth First! 
needs to address this horrible 
end of the LA River... I mean, 
what are 10,000,000 to do, chok- 
ing on pollution, with nothing 
but Earth First! journal to read? 
We don't have the big trees, so 
you Greenies ignore us? 
Greenpeace gets most of their 
funding from LA, but do you think 
they will help us "Heal the Bay?" 
No, you are considering relocat- 
ing the journal to the East Coast, 
to Tucson... anywhere but the 
biggest megalopoljs.in the coun- 


try. What's up with that? We 
had a bigger demonstration in 
1992 than Seattle did in 1999, 
but the so-called "activists" up in 
the north aren't planning any- 
thing for the Democratic National 
Convention here? Why not? 

I guess you need to be in the 
rarefied air up there, in order to 
get the "Walden" ambience... 
Where do you think the work- 
ers are who need organization? 
Most of them are in LA... wish- 
ing they could take a day off to 
go to the beach... even if it is 
too polluted to touch with a 
ten-foot pole. 

When are you coming to the 
Midnight Special in Santa 
Monica, to do a fundraiser??? 

— Kathy "Another Mormon on 
Drugs" Nelson 

- * w w rrt : - continued on page 26 
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'uffaiq Field Campaig 


by Dan Brister 

A mild winter in the Northern Rockies has given 
temporary reprieve to the buffalo of Yellowstone 
National Park and Buffalo Field Campaign (BFC) vol- 
unteers. This winter, only one buffalo — an old bull — 
has crossed the park's west boundary and entered 
Montana. Even though bulls can't transmit brucello- 
sis, agents of the Montana Department of Livestock 
(DOL) have repeatedly and unsuccessfully attempted 
to haze the buffalo from a meadow beside the Madison 


buffalo on a snowmobile while firing 
cracker-barrel rounds from shotguns. 
The buffalo repeatedly eluded the 
agents by crossing the Madison River 
and hiding in heavily forested areas. 
After getting their snowmobiles stuck 
in deep snow, the agents put on snow- 
shoes and harassed the buffalo on foot. 

Hazing buffalo causes them heavy 
stress and taxes crucial energy re- 
serves they need to survive the win- 


lone buffalo surveys park boundary. 


River in the Gallatin National Forest. It is unclear ter. Other wildlife are also stressed. Bald eagles, to a woman's neck — Montana Highway Patrolman 


whether the DOL was attempting to capture the 
buffalo or haze him back to Yellowstone. 

The Yellowstone herd is the only herd continuously 
descended from wild buffalo in the United States. 
These individuals are the direct descendants of just 23 
buffalo that escaped the mass slaughter of the 1800s 
by finding refuge in the park's remote Pelican Valley. 
By the mid 1 990s the herd had recovered to more than 
3,000 animals. But the '90s have been the bloodiest 
decade for the buffalo in more than a hundred years. 
Since 1996, nearly 2,000 buffalo have been gunned 
down by Montana livestock agents and National Park 
Service officials. In the firstfour months of 1997 alone, 


trumpeter swans, mountain lions, moose and elk 
all were observed along the Madison River during 
the February 10 hazing. 

The DOL keeps a buffalo trap at Duck Creek, on 
land owned by Dale Koelzer. Koelzer was arrested in 
late September for poaching a bull buffalo on his 
property, just outside Yellowstone National Park. 
The carcass, which was discovered by BFC volun- 
teers, had been skinned and the head and genitals 
removed. Although Koelzer originally denied in- 
volvement, he later confessed to the crime. Wildlife 
officials found the head and hide in his possession, 
but the penis was never recovered. When asked 


Matt Manke removed her ski mask and photographed 
her. Though the officers said they were investigating 
a crime, no charges were ever filed. Manke was later 
observed outside our cabin in the middle of the night, 
recording license plate numbers from vehicles be- 
longing to BFC volunteers. In the following week five 
volunteers were pulled over, hassled and issued cita- 
tions, some twice in one day. 

Volunteers are urgently needed in the spring when 
buffalo commonly migrate from the park. Hundreds 
of buffalo are within a few miles of the park boundary 
right now, moving toward Montana. BFC provides a 
warm sleeping space, and Seeds of Peace prepares 


1,083 buffalo were shot. about his motivation for killing the buffalo, Koelzer home-cooked meals for those who come to stand 

The DOL justifies the slaughter using the presence of replied, "It was botheringmy truck. "He faces trial in with the buffalo. We monitor the herd's migration, 

the brucellosis bacteria in buffalo. Brucellosis, which Bozeman on March 22. perform acts of nonviolent civil disobedience and 


originated in European cattle, causes domestic cows to Conflicts have increased between the forces of document all actions taken against the buffalo, 

abort their first calf. Although wild buffalo have never Montana's powerful livestock industry and Buffalo We are planning a week of actions for the buffalo 

transmitted the disease to cattle, the state's livestock Field Campaign activists. The DOL has initiated an from April 22-30. Direct action, nonviolent civil 


industry says it fears a loss of its "brucellosis-free" 
status and has adopted a zero-tolerance policy for 
bison entering Montana. The state's position is nei- 
ther supported by science nor endorsed by the Animal 
and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS), the 
federal agency responsible for certifying a state brucel- 
losis free. APHIS has no authority over wildlife and can 
only revoke a state's status if livestock become in- 


aggressive, multi-agency campaign to harass and 
intimidate citizens working to end the slaughter. On 
January 25, a BFC volunteer was hit by a DOL snow- 
mobile while she documented a hazing operation. 
Activists documenting a similar operation on Janu- 
ary 30 had their videotape illegally confiscated by a 
Gallatin County Sheriff's deputy. While Deputy Sheriff 
Rob Burns tugged on the camera — which was strapped 


disobedience, first aid, video and media trainings will 
be provided. If you've been wanting to come to 
Yellowstone to defend this last wild, free-roaming 
herd of buffalo, this is the time. With your help we 
can shut down the DOL! 

The Buffalo Field Campaign can be reached at POB 
957, West Yellowstone, MT 59758; (406) 646-0070; 
buffalo@wildrockies.org; www.wiIdrockies.org/buffalo. 


fected. APHIS spokesman Patrick Collins thinks the 
state's zero-tolerance policy goes way too far. "We 
don't feel there's a need to kill every bison that comes 
out of the park," he said. 

Although there are no cattle on the Yellowstone 
border until June 15, bison are hazed, captured and 
killed as they enter Montana. Elk, also known to carry 
brucellosis, are not targeted by the state because unlike 
buffalo they bring in revenue through hunting li- 
censes. Because brucellosis is a reproductive tract 
disease passed through fetal tissue, the risk of non- 
pregnant cows, calves or bulls transmitting the disease 
is virtually nonexistent. The DOL doesn't care: Of the 
90 buffalo slaughtered last winter, 42 were bulls. 

The DOL's fifth and latest attempt to haze the bull 
on the Madison River on February 10 lasted nearly 
seven hours. During the operation, agents chased the 



1 LJ/Vli O Allen Simpson in order to prevent just this sort 

LE vE> INI E 4 Representative Twila Hornbeck (R-Grangeville) 

Top 10 reasons heard in Idaho for opposing Presi- said "not one more inch!" 'Nuff said, 
dent Clinton's recently announced protection of 40 5. We thought the Democrats were too weak to 

million acres of roadless national forests from road accomplish anything in Idaho, 
building and logging: 6. The president is just another out-of-stater trying 

1 . Those tricky elk are hard to shoot when they hide to tell us our bid'ness. 

behind those big, overmature trees. 7. Ecology is an unproven theory. 

2. Public lands? Sounds like Socialism to me. 8. No roads will min the poaching. 

3. He sidestepped Congress! Can you imagine?This 9. The Clinton thing is about vision. We don't 

threatens the very heart of our democracy: political need any of that liberal nonsense here in Idaho, 

action committees. The timber companies spent 10. Sixty percent of Idaho voters support perma- 
almost $250,000 in the last several years to elect nent protection of Idaho's roadless backcountry, but 
Larry Craig, Mike Crapo, Helen Chenoweth and a lot of them live in Boise. 


Wolves and Poodles 


A tough ol' big-toothed wolf to an endangered crocodile named 

S ing 140 miles around the southern tip of 

t site on Florida's 

to the Miami-Dade golf club she calls home, 
al-liberating, badge-wearing wolf to Den- 
’olice for cutting the power to the blender 
aquariums containing live goldfish to be 
pureed during a recent art exhibit in 
Copenhagen. The display at the Trapholt 
Art Museum allowed visitors to decide 
whether or not to turn on 10 mixing 

A Piccaso-esque, Dada-ist wolf to con- 
troversial Danish sculptor Jens Galschiot 
for donating the Pillar of Shame, an 8- 
meter-tall sculpture depicting more than 
50 human bodies painfully twisted in obe- 
lisk form, to Brazilian parliamentarians. The 
culpture, the third of its kind, represents atroci- 
;s against humans. By accepting the art and 
alaying it, the government acknowledged that 
outrageous acts must never recur. 
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A big, ugly, brain-dead poodle to the US Army and North Korean troops 
stationed in the Korean demilitarized zone during the early winter. The two showed 
tremendous pride when sharpshooters from each side demonstrated their solidar- 
ity by joining to sport shoot and kill a wild wolf. 

An inbred, head-in-a-paper-sack poodle to former President George Bush 
for accepting the "Governor of the Year" award on behalf of his son, Texas 
Governor George W. Bush. The "conservation" award was given by the Safari 
Club, an organization of trophy hunters that promotes competitive killing of 
rare wildlife throughout the world. 

A 1 984-esque poodle to Applied Digital Solutions, Inc., for seeing the multi- 
million-dollar market potential of the Digital Angel, the first human-implantable 
transceiver that sends and receives data and can be tracked continuously by GPS 
(Global Positioning System) technology. Inserted just under the skin, the transceiver 
is powered electromechanically through the movement of muscles, enabling the 
device to remain implanted and functional for years without maintenance. 

An astronauty but kinky poodle to the National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration (NASA) for using tax dollars to run ten different love-making tests 
in a lab on earth to determine which sexual positions work best in zero-gravity. 
Six of the positions used an inflatable tunnel with wall straps, while four allowed 
the couple to float freely. 

A Disney-ified, corporate-owned, ass-kissing poodle to Terry 
L. Anderson, environmental advisor to George Bush, Jr., for 
proposing to auction off all 600 million acres of federal lands in 
the US over the next 20 to 40 years. Under his proposal, 
nonprofit environmental groups could bid against the likes of 
Exxon-Mobil to obtain the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge or 
against Weyerhaeuser to obtain Yellowstone National 




photo courtesy Buffalo Field Campaign 




Saving the Sapphire Roadless Area in Western Montana 

namic forest landscape. Past wildfires There are many reasons to save and vince society to embrace wild nature as 
BY HOWIE WOLKE shaped today's forests, and future wild- restore wild places like the Sapphires, intrinsically good. 

The Sapphire Roadless Area includes fires are as inevitable as the dawn. When Though conservationists used to em- The late Senator Lee Metcalf's Mon- 
the mid and high elevations of the south- burned-over areas are left alone— not phasize scenery and recreation, they now tana Wilderness Study ‘Act of 1976 (S. 
em Sapphire range at Skalkaho Pass about "salvage" logged— ecological succession discuss wilderness in terms of maintain- 393) temporarily protects 98,000 acres 
15 miles southeast of Hamilton, Mon- quickly restores life, growth, and green i ng landscape processes (wildfire, wind, of the Sapphires as a Wilderness Study 
tana. Here is a little known chunk of a diversity to the ever- Area (WSA). In RARE 11(1979) the 


threatened high country, a wildlife 
mecca with a rocky tree line crest that 
drops to verdant meadows and densely 
forested valleys. The east slope is drained 
by Rock Creek, a nationally famous blue 
ribbon trout stream; the west by the 
Bitterroot River. Just to the north is the 
proposed Stoney Mountain Wilderness 
along the central Sapphire divide. The 
Sapphires are actually part of a 365,000- 
acre wildland; they are connected to the 
protected Anaconda-Pintlar Wilderness, 
which lies just to the southeast. The 
Sapphires' primeval forest is an essential 
complement to the classic alpine terrain 
of the Anaconda-Pintlar. 


changing land. 

Westslope cut- 
throat and bull trout 
have radically de- 
clined in surround- 
ing areas of logged 
forest, but they still 
thrive in the Sap- 
phires. So do moun- 
tain whitefish. The 
high conifers sup- 
port lynx, marten, 
fisher and wolverine. 
Black bears thrive. 
Willowy riparian 
bottoms and old- 



Skiing in the magnificent Stoney Mountain Wilderness 


Forest Service gave the Sapphires a 
high rating of 26 out of 28 potential 
points for "Wilderness Attributes." 
Much of the proposed wilderness is 
bordered by logging roads and clear- 
cuts. If Congress declassifies the WSA, 
new logging and roadbuilding pro- 
posals will quickly surface. Mining is 
a threat, especially in the south. 

Despite its WSA status, the Forest Ser- 
vice encourages the use of all-terrain 
vehicles (ATV's), motorcycles and snow 
machines. In fact, the Sula ranger dis- 
trict has utilized heavy equipment to 
construct and maintain ATV trails, and 
some agency employees ride ATV's in 


The Sapphires are bounded on the 
southwest by the Bitterroot National 
Forest's Sula District, one of the most 
heavily roaded and over-cut areas in the 
Northern Rockies. Yet within the roadless 
area the ebb and flow of wildness still 
prevails in the magic of a bull elk's 
autumn bugle, the distant wanderings 
of a solitary wolverine, the silence of 
deep winter in the wilds. 

Unlike the cheatgrass and knapweed- 
infested foothills (once a rich native 
bunchgrass ecosystem), the well-watered 
Sapphire high country still supports 
native ecological communities. Eleva- 
tions range from 5,000 feet along 
Skalkaho Creek to 8,998 feet atop Kent 
Peak and support mixed montane (tem- 
perate) forests of ponderosa pine and 
subalpine woods of spruce, subalpine 
fir, whitebark pine and alpine larch. 
Moist subalpine meadows are nour- 
ished— even during dry summers — by 
perennial springs of clear water seeping 
through the rock crest. In addition, the 
highlands support extensive stands of 
healthy whitebark pine with little blis- 
ter rust infestation . Whitebark pine nuts 
are an important food source for Clark's 
nutcracker, squirrels, bears and many 
other wildlife species. Like most Rocky 
Mountain forests, those in the Sapphires 
evolved with natural wildfire, nature's 
agent for maintaining a healthy, dy- 


growth fir support a healthy moose popu- 
lation. Roughly one thousand elk sum- 
mer in the roadless area. A few moun- 
tain goats persist within and near the 
Moose Creek drainage. A few bighorns 
also survive. Mule and whitetail deer are 
common. Pikas, hoary marmots and 
golden eagles grace the subalpine wilds... 
In short, the proposed Sapphire Wilder- 
ness is a rare gem — a true wildlife haven 
of immeasurable value as a wild, living, 
evolving chunk of the incomparable 
Wild Rockies bioregion. 

The Sapphires are part of a wildland 
corridor or linkage consisting of roadless 
and lightly roaded areas extending from 
the Welcome Creek Wilderness near 
Missoula south to Lost Trail Pass and 
along the Continental Divide to 
Yellowstone. This linkage provides the 
potential for wide-ranging species such 
as wolverine and grizzly to move be- 
tween the greater Yellowstone, 
Salmon-Selway, and Glacier-Northern 
Continental Divide ecosystems. The 
resulting genetic interchange limits in- 
breeding and is a hedge against environ- 
mental or demographic cataclysms that 
could wipe out a small isolated popula- 
tion. The Sapphires are also along the 
eastern fringe of the Greater Salmon- 
Selway Ecosystem, the largest com- 
plex of undeveloped wildlands in the 
lower 48 states. 


disease and floods) and native biological 
diversity (native species thriving across 
a continuum of natural habitats). For 
example, only in big wilderness can 
populations of big carnivores such as 
the grizzly thrive, and only in big wilder- 
ness can we allow natural wildfire — 
upon which many species and ecologi- 
cal communities depend — to run its 
course. We can cite many studies prov- 
ing that grizzlies, elk, and many other 
species decline as habitats are fragmented 
by roads and logging. In other words, 
conservationists now argue convincingly 
that saving wilderness is essential to 
maintaining life as we know it on Earth. 
Yet our species continues to destroy the 
wilds. Facts and science are powerful, 
essential. They increase credibility and 
often help create legal victories. But facts 
alone don't excite people, and conserva- 
tion must capture the imagination of 
more people in order to get them 
involved. Feelings excite people. Dedi- 
cation to' principles excites people. 
Grizzlies excite people. The northern 
lights excite people. The hidden mys- 
teries of a deep, dark wood excite and 
ignite our primal feelings of awe and 
wonder. The facts argue for the wilds, 
yes. But in the long run, saving wilder- 
ness also depends upon our willingness 
to allow nature's flow of wildness to 
enter our hearts, and our ability to con- 


the area. One bulldozed ATV trail effec- 
tively bisects the southern part of the 
WSA and should be completely re- 
claimed. The Friends of the Bitteroot is 
currently waiting to receive a verdict on 
the highly contested ATV trail that ille- 
gally connects the rare jewels of unpro- 
tected wilderness along the Sapphire 
ridgeline and bisects the entire WSA. 
Motor vehicles have created erosion, 
watershed damage, noise pollution and 
disturbance of wildlife populations. This 
situation — and many others — illustrates 
that the only real protection for unde- 
veloped public wildlands is legal Wilder- 
ness designation by Congress under the 
Wilderness Act of 1964. The Sapphires 
are included in the Northern Rockies 
Ecosystem Protection Act, HR488. 

You can Help to Save the Sapphires. 
Write the Forest Supervisor, Bitterroot 
National Forest, 1801 N First Street, 
Hamilton, MT 59840. Urge him to fully 
protect the roadless area, to eliminate all 
motorized use and to reclaim all ATV 
and motorcycle routes. Educate your 
Congressional representatives about 
roadless wildlands included in the North- 
ern Rockies Ecosystem Protection Act 
(NREPA), HR 488. For more informa- 
tion, contact the Friends of the Bitter- 
root, POB 442, Hamilton, MT 59840. 

Article courtesy of Big Wild Roadless 
Area Affinity Project. 


by Leon Czolgosz 

This article is reprinted from the Eostar 1986 
edition of the Earth First! Journal. 

Earth First! cofounder Howie Wolke was sen- 
tenced to six months in jail and fined $750 on 
February 1 1 for pulling up survey stakes from an 
oil-and-gas development road in critical wildlife 
habitat on the Bridger-Teton National Forest 
last June. Wolke appeared before Justice of the 
Peace Bill Cramer in a Pinedale, 

Wyoming, courtroom to hear 

sentencing. There was some sur- j ! 

prise at the severity of the sen- f* 

tence — the maximum that JP ^ 

Cramer could hand down — but m V. * 

Howie was unbowed. As he was yf 

led from the courtroom to begin Vl * 
serving his sentence he shouted -A Tijbj 
"Long live the wilderness!" He __ 41! 

later told reporters "I did it and 
I'm proud of it." S3S 

Wolke was originally arrested 
on June 24 of last year after 1 1/2 miles of survey 
stakes were pulled from the route of a road being 
built by Chevron Oil Corporation to a drilling site 
within the Greyback roadless area of the Bridger- 
Teton. The road had been "de-surveyed" on two 
previous occasions, the most recent being the 
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HOWIE JAILED ! 

previous month, at a cost to the corporation of several 
thousand dollars and many weeks in lost time. It 
should be noted that monkeywrenching of the pro j ect 
took place only after Reid Jack- 
son, then-supervisor of the 
t Bridger-Teton, sabotaged an 

P agreement between the Wyo- 

ms '* ming environmental community 

' . ^ and Chevron regarding the road 

I project. Under the agreement, 
worked out by the Jackson Hole 
■Hh I Alliance and the Sierra Club, 
■Hj ? Chevron would have returned 
HH ^ the road to its natural conditions 

Howie in the SubESSuS once drillin 8 operations ceased. 

Jackson refused to accept such an 
agreement, however, and decided to keep most of the 
road open permanently, despite the fact that much of 
the route lies in unstable soils and poses a serious 
threat to an important watershed. 

Wolke was originally charged with felony property 
destruction, a charge which could have resulted in a 


10-year sentence, and released on his own recogni- 
zance. He later pled guilty to a reduced charge of 
"removing a landmark," a misdemeanor, and agreed 
to pay $2, 5 54. 1 8 in damages. In sentencing Wolke to 
the maximum, JP Cramer admitted that he acted 
under pressure (presumably from pro-development 
interests) to hand down a severe sentence. "If the 
jurisdiction of this court had been higher, I would 
have imposed a higher fine and a higher sentence," 
he said. Cramer made it clear that the sentence was 
intended as a message to deter future acts of 
ecodefense, whether by Wolke or by others. Howie 
later told a reporter, "I'm prepared to make whatever 
sacrifice is necessary. I'm aware that the things I do, 
I do at some risk. I'm paying a penalty for any past or 
future monkeywrenching anyone in this part of the 
country has or will ever do. If Judge Cramer and 
Chevron think that wilderness defenders will be 
deterred by my sentence, they are mistaken." 

Wolke's sentencing (perhaps not coincidentally) 
comes at a busy season for his guide business, Wild 
Horizon Expeditions. Fortunately, friends of Howie 
will continue to operate Wild Horizons during his 
incarceration, and no scheduled trips will be can- 
celed. In the meantime, Howie plans to put his time 
in jail to good use by writing a book on the environ- 
mental movement. 

To learn more about Earth First! history, order a full 
set of back issues for only $400. 
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On Bound we M/V Arctic Surmise 

Campaign to srop illegal whaling m r he Southern Ocean Whale Sancruany 


by Greenpeace 

We knew Japan's whaling fleet was illegally hunting whales somewhere in 
the Southern Ocean Whale Sanctuary, and on December 20, after weeks of 
clandestine searching we found it. 

We picked up the Nisshin-maru's shadow on the M/V Arctic Sunrise radar 
screen in the early hours of the morning. By 8:15 a.m. we had deployed two 
rigid-hull inflatable boats, the Hurricane and the Grey Whale, and were in hot 
pursuit. The Nisshin-maru began to flee through a field of sea ice. 

The Grey Whale hit a chunk of ice during the chase and was forced to head 
back to the Sunrise, but the Hurricane pressed on with ship first mate 
Frank, second mate Daniel, radio assistant Colin and Yasu on board. 

Back on the Arctic Sunrise, lead campaigner John Bowler radioed the 
Nisshin-maru to inform them they were in violation of the United 
Nations Convention on the Law 
of the Sea. The statement was 
repeated in Japanese by 
Namhee, our translator. 

The Hurricane caught up with 
the Nisshin-maru, and the crew 
sighted a catcher boat approach- 
ing with another dead whale in 
tow. The catcher boat had to 
deliver its kill to the Nisshin- 
maru before it could resume the 
hunt. The Hurricane pulled in 
front of the Nisshin-maru and 
Frank jumped out of the inflat- 
able and into the path of the 
oncoming ship. The factory ship 
was forced to starboard in order to avoid the floating activist. The catcher 
boat had to make another approach. The crew of the Hurricane quickly 
plucked Frank from the frigid water, and the boat driver sped toward the 
stern ramp of the Nisshin-maru. 

The Nisshin-maru crew began hauling the whale carcass up the ramp only to 


Next to the Nisshin-maru 


find that Frank had again leapt from the Hurricane in a last determined 
attempt to stop the transfer. The extreme conditions and the fast upward 
motion of the whale were just too much and Frank lost his grip on the whale 
fin within moments. Daniel had skillfully kept the Hurricane at the stern of the 
Nisshin-maru, enabling the other crew to quickly pull Frank to safety. 

Meanwhile, another Japanese catcher boat arrived on the scene to deliver its 
freshly killed whale, with the Arctic Sunrise close on its heels. Greenpeace crew 
members quickly repaired the Grey Whale, and the Greenpeace helicopter 
took off with our two camera men inside. 

This time Daniel put the Hurricane directly between the Nisshin-maru and 

the catcher boat. The crew of 
both Japanese ships turned 
their hoses on the crew of the 
much smaller Greenpeace 
boat. The crew of the Hurri- 
cane faced six high-pressure 
hoses when our helicopter 
entered the action. 

Phil, the pilot, brought the 
chopper down to hover sev- 
eral meters above the Hurri- 
cane and between the two 
ships — making transfer of the 

whale impossible. The whal- 
Attempting to stop the transfer ers retaliated with their hoS es, 

hitting the cockpit bubble and rotors with streams of salt water. This 
dangerous action forced Phil to pull back, but by now the Arctic Sunrise was 
close enough to start launching its smaller inflatables. The whalers con- 
ceded the round, and the catcher boat pulled away from the factory ship. 
This was followed by four more weeks of actions. Eleven actions in 
total were carried out. The Japanese whaling fleet had intended to kill 440 
minke whales. A total kill count will not be completed until the fleet returns 
to Japan. For more information, contact Greenpeace International at 564 
Mission St., Box 416, San Francisco, CA 94150-2918; (800) 326-0959; 
www.greenpeace.org/~oceans/whales. 



Mexican. W^olves Lose Freedom 



Faced with intense pressure from the livestock 
industry, the US Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) 
has removed individuals from three packs of en- 
dangered Mexican gray wolves from the forests of 
eastern Arizona and western New Mexico. The 
agency is in the process of approving a proposal to 
re-release some but not all of the captufed wolves 
into the Gila Wilderness. 

The removals of the Pipestem, Gavilan and Mule 
packs jeopardize recovery of the most endangered 
mammal in North America. There are only seven 
Mexican wolves left in the wild in the US today. 

Severe overgrazing in the Apache National Forest 
of Arizona and the Gila NF in New Mexico has 
reduced the amount of natural prey available for the 
wolves, leaving them with little choice but to scav- 
enge cattle carcasses or prey on abundant cattle 
grazing in the area. 

Last summer FWS captured the entire Pipestem 
Pack, the first and so far only Mexican wolves to 
reproduce successfully in the wild in the US in over 
70 years (see EFlf November-December 1999). After 
first indicating the Pipestem Pack would quickly be 
freed in the Gila Wilderness, the agency instead has 
kept them in pens for over six months. 

As a result of that capture, three pups died of 
canine parvovirus. According to a report of a recov- 
ery team veterinarian who conducted necropsies on 
the Pipestem pups, the parvo was likely set off due 
to the stress of the pups' capture. The Center for 
Biological Diversity obtained the vet's report only 
after suing under the Freedom of Information Act. 
(That suit is ongoing.) 

The downfall of the Gavilan Pack came after they 
ran across dead cattle left in the forest. The Gavilan 
Pack — which consisted of a mated pair, a yearling 
male, and five pups — went on to prey on cattle that 
were being grazed illegally by rancher Carlyle 
Cathcart in the Apache National Forest last fall. 

FWS began trapping the Gavilan Pack around 
the beginning of the year and has announced that 
the alpha male will never be re-released. Appar- 
ently they now are leaning toward releasing the 
rest of the pack. 

FWS stopped searching for the sole remaining free 
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pup from the Gavilan Pack, who now is presumed 
dead. The Gavilan yearling, however, escaped the 
trappers and made it into the Gila National Forest 
on his own, where he wanders north of the Gila 
Wilderness. FWS has stopped trying to trap him. 

In early February FWS recaptured the Mule Pack 
after its members scavenged a dead cow that was left 
on their home range in the Apache NF. Officials 
apparently feared that the pack would learn to prey 
on the abundant cattle in the region as the Gavilan 
Pack appears to have done. So officials planned to 
relocate the Mule Pack elsewhere in the forest. The 
Mule Pack has not killed any cattle. 

During the course of trapping the wolves, the 
alpha female was left in a steel-jawed leg-hold 
trap overnight. She sustained frostbite and half 
her leg had to be amputated. The entire pack is 
now in captivity. 

The Mule Pack originally had four pups, but the 
two currently in captivity are believed to be the only 
ones still alive. How the two missing pups met their 
fate is unknown. Despite the mortalities suffered by 
the Pipestem and Mule pups, a FWS press release 
erroneously stated that all the pups born in the wild 
or in forest acclimation pens during the spring of 
1999 are still alive. 

The success of the Mexican wolf recovery program 
is predicated on getting wolves into the Gila Na- 
tional Forest, where over 1,000 square miles, mostly 
in designated wilderness, are currently cattle free. 
Direct releases to the Gila have been stymied by the 
livestock industry's political pressure. The Gavilan 
Pack has been migrating into the Gila on its own, 
only to run into a minefield of illegal grazing, severe 
overstocking and cattle carcasses. Removing these 
wolves from the wild amounts to renouncing the 
promise of a corridor between Arizona's Blue Primi- 
tive Area and New Mexico's Gila Wilderness. 

FWS is in the process of approving an environ- 
mental assessment to move Mexican gray wolves 
directly into the Gila Wilderness. 

The agency says the uninjured members of the 
Mule Pack will still be re-released in the wild once 
it completes the environmental assessment on 
moving the wolves into the Gila. The release 


states that the in- 
jured female will 
be repatriated 
into the wild if 
biologists think 
she can survive. 

In related news, 
the same day the 
Mule Pack's alpha 
female was strug- 
gling in the trap 
that would end up 
costing her a 
limb, the Gila Na- 
tional Forest reis- 
sued the grazing 
permit for the Citizen Allotment. 

It was on the Citizen Allotment, in the migration 
corridor between the Blue Range and the Gila Wil- 
derness, that another cow carcass left out on the 
range preceded the Gavilan Pack's preying on cattle 
in New Mexico and their subsequent removal from 
the wild. The renewal of the Citizen grazing permit 
contained no requirement for proper disposal of 
cattle carcasses, nor any other measures to prevent 
conflicts between wolves and livestock operators. 

"Once again, the livestock industry's negligence 
has resulted in removal of another wolf pack from 
the wild — but this time without even the excuse of 
any cattle killed by wolves," said Michael Robinson 
of the Center for Biological Diversity's office in 
Silver City, New Mexico. "It's high time that the 
Forest Service began requiring permitees to exercise 
responsible husbandry, including removal of cattle 
carcasses that may tempt wolves to prey on cattle. 

"Removing wolves from the wild has become Fish 
and Wildlife Service's standard reward to ranchers 
who fail to follow the rudiments of good hus- 
bandry," Robinson added. "As a result, we have 
fewer Mexican wolves in the wild today than we had 
when the first wolves were released two years ago. 
The fact that the most imperiled mammal in North 
America is being sacrificed to public lands ranching 
shows how little has changed between the 1 9th and 
the 21st centuries." 



photo courtesy Fish and Wildlife 


Private Drain of a Public Resource 


by Thomas Hicks 

Currently, over one billion people live without access to fresh water. The 
amount of fresh water on Earth is only one-half of one percent of the total water 
on the Earth. This percentage is declining while worldwide water consumption 
is growing at twice the rate of the population. By 2025 the demand for fresh 
water will be 56 percent greater than its availability. 

The role of Canada in the global water issue has recently 
been discussed. As Canada is such a vast country, it is not 
surprising that it contains approximately 20 percent of the 
Earth's fresh water. In light of this condition, it is imperative 
that Canada act as a leader in the protection of water resources. 

Currently, global water is being threatened on a number 
of fronts. The over use of natural fresh water storage sites 
threatens future availability. Farmers on the Great Plains of 
the United States currently remove from the aquifer, 20 
billion gallons per day in excess of what can be naturally 
replaced. It is estimated that this resource will become 
completely dry in the next 30 to 40 years if this practice 
continues. The commodification of water threatens to limit 
access to fresh water to those who can afford a premium 
price. A 1997 drought in northern Mexico saw the Mexican 
federal government guarantee water supplies to the 
transnational companies located in the free trade zone. This 
was achieved by restricting small farmers' and communi- 
ties' water supplies. 

In Canada the threat of water commodification comes 
from the potential for bulk water export. Although bulk 
water export from the Great Lakes has been banned and a 
pending agreement to export 52 billion litres of fresh water 
per year from Gisborne Lake, Newfoundland, has been 
halted, there are still other bulk water export agreements 
pending involving Canada and the US. Sunbelt, a Califor- 
nia-based company, is currently suing the Canadian federal 
government for $10.5 billion over lost future profits due to 
British Columbia's ban on bulk water exports. Similarly, the 
Canadian company, Global Water Corp., has won a contract to export large 
amounts of water from Sitka, Alaska, to a free trade zone in China, where the 
water will be bottled. 

In the case of Global Water Corp., the coastal glacier water that it plans to 
export has been dubbed "waste water," and as such its removal is deemed 
environmentally safe by the company. Of course, in nature the concept of 
waste is unknown, as is beautifully illustrated by Paul Hawken in his work. 


The Ecology of Commerce. According to Hawken, the meeting of coastal 
glacier "waste water" and the Pacific Ocean's salt water form the spawning 
grounds for coastal salmon, a species which has already been .devastated by 
unsustainable fishing practices. The removal of the fresh water element 
would very likely destroy the delicate ecosystem required for successful 
spawning. Furthermore, the declining volume of fresh water would allow 

the salt front to move further inland, an 
event that is already being precipitated by 
global warming. The subsequent destruction 
of coastal and inland ecosystems and the 
intrusion of salt water into inland water tables 
will have far-reaching and devastating im- 
pacts on all species. 

In all cases the export of bulk water is a 
double-edged sword. Under the North Ameri- 
can Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), once any 
province or state exports water in bulk, all 
provinces and states must allow "best coun- 
try standards." Essentially, this allows for 
unlimited access to bulk water supplies be- 
tween all participating countries, which are 
treated as one market under NAFTA. Once 
bulk export begins it will likely encourage 
export from all NAFTA countries. 

The bottling of fresh water for consump- 
tion by the world's elite will also further add 
^ to global warming through the use of fossil 
I fuels in the transport of water to free trade 
5 zone bottling plants and from the bottling 
| plants to the market. Furthermore, this sys- 
| tern will require the manufacture of billions 
£ of plastic bottles, many of which will wind up 
in our waterways or overtaxed landfills. 

One thing is clear, we understand the 
mechanisms that underlie the looming prob- 
lem of water supply and commodification, 
but we have lacked the political and collective will for change. As holders of 
a great portion of global fresh water, Canadians must begin to fuel the water 
debate. We must start an immediate dialogue in North America about water. 

Thomas Hicks is a Vancouver freelance journalist and host of Rachel's Song a 
radio show which can be heard on www.instantdemocracy.com. You can reach him 
at 110-1500 Pendrell Street, Vancouver, BC, Canada, V6G 3A5; 
thicks@brentwood.sd41 .bc.ca 



The Rio Grande flowed through this area of Colorado 
before the river was moved. 


Wisconsin's Ware k ok Penmen's Pnopenry?- 

Selling public waren poR pRivare pRopir 


When water giant Perrier recently announced that 
it wanted to bottle Mecan Springs, 30 miles south of 
Stevens Point, Wisconsin, University of Wisconsin 
students from all over the state quickly responded. 
During a recent open house, where the company 
displayed its water and high-tech filtering devises, 
students from Oshkosh, Stevens Point and Madison 
joined to protest the company. They 
were told that no signs were allowed 
into the building and that no ques- 
tions would be answered, so they 
grabbed all the free Perrier water they 
could and proceeded to dump it on 
the auditorium floor while spewing 
chants about Perrier's atrocities. Three 
students were arrested and are await- 
ing hearings. The water giant decided 
to search elsewhere for a less contro- 
versial source. They are currently look- 
ing at Big Springs near The Dells, 

Wisconsin. Interestingly, unlike Eu- 
rope, "spring water" in the US need 
not actually flow naturally from its 
source; it can be extracted using high 
volume wells. 

Perrier has already managed to ob- 
tain pumping rights to 122 other 
springs across the US and peddles the 
water under 1 4 different brand names. It pumps water 
directly from an aquifer under Range Ponds State Park 
in Maine, while in Texas it pays just $25,000 annually 
to extract 10,000 gallons per minute from under a Boy 
Scout Camp south of Waco, Texas. When Perrier 
ended up in court after depleting the Carrizo Aquifer 
near Eustace, Texas, leaving nearby residents with 
dried-up wells, spokeswoman Lauren Cargill callously 
countered, "You can do with groundwater what you 
want regardless of your neighbors." 


Former Perrier Chairman Gustave Levin once re- 
marked, "It struck me... that all you had to do is take 
the water out of the ground and then sell it for more 
than the price of wine, milk or for that matter, oil." 
When Swiss-based Nestle, the world's largest food 
conglomerate (notorious for its misleading marketing 
of infant formula in developing countries) took over 
Perrier in 1992, it was eager to stake 
its claim in the emerging bottled- 
water market. Today, a third of all 
people in the US drink bottled water 
at least once a week. Ironically, 
bottled water costs up to 10,000 times 
more than public tap water, yet re- 
mains exempt from many Environ- 
mental Protection Agency and Food 
and Drug Administration water qual- 
„ ity standards. Ironically, back in 1990 
| Perrier itself was forced to recall its 
I bottled water worldwide after it was 
| found to be contaminated with ben- 
| zene. Worse yet, industry insiders 
s admit that between 25-40 percent of 
| the bottled water sold is just regular 
| tap water in a pricier, trendier pack- 
§ age. Perrier has the largest share of 
the $4. 3-billion US bottled-water 
market, and Nestle's global beverage 
sales accounted for a whopping 28 percent of its $45 
billion gross earnings in 1998. For every buck-and-a- 
half spent on Perrier, Nestle makes a 50-cent profit. 

When it comes to preserving democratic rule from 
expanding corporate power, Governor Tommy 
Thompson's track record is not encouraging. The on- 
going sell-off of Wisconsin's North Woods to the 
mining industry is case in point. No doubt Nestle's 
huge economic clout — almost a third of the gross state 
product— translates into powerful political influence. 


The state even stands to profit from Perrier's proposal 
since as of 1 998 the Wisconsin State Investment Board 
owned 69,000 shares of Nestle. Who knows what 
other conflicts of interest exist? Fortunately, citizens 
who want to protect the quality of Wisconsin's natu- 
ral heritage still have a voice in the matter. 

Most people still take for granted the notion of clean 
water as a public good that should be readily accessible 
to all. Such democratic control over water manage- 
ment, though, may well be challenged as an unfair 
trade barrier before such entities as the World Trade 
Organization (WTO). Last year, Canada-based NOVA 
company received an export permit to ship tankfuls of 
Lake Superior water to Asia but backed down in the 
face of scathing public criticism. Under the existing 
North American Free Trade Agreement, the Sunbelt 
Corp. of California has filed a $ 10.5 billion suit against 
British Columbia for failing to grant it a water export 
permit. The International Joint Commission, estab- 
lished under a 1 990 treaty between Canada and the US 
to manage the Great Lakes, is now in the process of 
formulating a bulk water export policy. Unfortu- 
nately, this won't guarantee state authority to protect 
smaller water resources like Mecan Springs from being 
expropriated by multinational corporations like 
Nestle's Perrier. To date, every single environmental 
law challenged before the WTO tribunal has been 
ruled illegal and either promptly overturned or bit- 
terly sustained under withering economic sanctions. 

Please contact Nestle CEO Joe Weller, Nestle-USA, 
800 N. Brand Blvd., Glendale, CA 91023: (818) 549- 
6000 and Secretary George Meyer, Wisconsin DNR, 
POB 7921, Madison, WI 53707; (608) 266-2121. Tell 
them "no deal to Perrier." 

For more information, contact University of Wis- 
consin Greens Infoshop, 31 University Square, Madi- 
son, WI 53715; (608) 262-9036. 

' UW Greens : Infoshop 
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Dumping water to protest Perrier 



Standing in the Way of Rasi Salai Dam 


by Anna Olsson 

What would compel a 70-year-old woman to spend 
every other week crouched into a space no larger than 
a few square meters, with no room to stand or walk, 
and with no way to leave that space other than by 
canoe? Why would she and some 400 others, most of 
them elders, choose to build and live in a village that 
would be half submerged by water for months on end, 
and a wet mud field for the rest of the time? 

More than six years have passed since the gates of 
the Rasi Salai Dam, on the Mun River in northeastern 
Thailand, closed for the first time. Some 3,000 fami- 
lies living in the area saw the best of their rice plots 
drown as the dam reservoir filled, inundating 50 
square miles of land. Ever since, villagers who lost 
their land have had to cope not only with the sudden 
and severe loss of the very base of their 
livelihoods but also with a continuous 
struggle to gain compensation for their 
suffering. In the process, they have been 
subjected to a deliberate and ugly cam- 
paign, driven by political authorities, to 
delegitimize their claims. 

The Rasi Salai Dam was planned as part 
of the large-scale Khong-Chi-Mun water 
diversion project proposed in 1987 by 
Thailand's Department of Energy and 
Development Promotion (DEDP). The 
scheme was designed to solve water 
shortages in the country's northeastern 
region by diverting water from the 
Mekong, the Chi and the Mun rivers. 

The project involves construction of 22 
dams over 42 years. As with most dams 
in the region, the Khong-Chi-Mun project 
is the product of recent fast-paced devel- 
opment and modernization policies 
pushed by the Thai government, and is 
strongly supported by foreign institu- 
tions and developed nations. 

Before dam construction began, villagers in the area 
were told that a relatively small, 4.5-meter-high rub- 
ber weir would be built and that water storage would 
not exceed the height of the river banks. Considered 
a small-scale project, a full environmental impact 
assessment (EIA) was declared unnecessary. In late 
1992, construction of the project began. Completed 
two years later, the Rasi Salai Dam turned out to be of 
much greater magnitude than a rubber weir. 

A 9-meter-high concrete dam with seven radial 
gates now stands some 200 kilometers upstream 
from the Mun River's confluence with the Mekong 
River. A 45.8-kilometer dike has been built around 
the reservoir to minimize the amount of land flooded 
behind the dam. In addition, an irrigation system, 
still only partially constructed, is proposed to sup- 
ply an area of 34,000 square miles with water for 
cultivation during the dry season. 

It is not strange that the Rasi Salai Dam, along with 
the Pak Mun Dam (see EF!J December-January 2000) 
downstream on the same river, is among the most 
controversial development projects currently debated 
in Thailand. The dam clearly qualifies as a large-scale 
project and under Thai law should have been subject 
to an EIA prior to implementation. 

At a quick glance, and while ignoring the 
government's persistent propaganda for the necessity 
of the numerous dams under way, the costs of the Rasi 
Salai Dam clearly outweigh its benefits. No opera- 
tional irrigation system has been put in place yet. The 
dike has proven ineffectual in preventing inland flood- 
ing, and it seems instead that the dam causes the river 
to flood for longer periods and at higher levels than in 
the past. Meanwhile, the economic costs of the project 
have far exceeded predictions. Originally proposed at 
a construction cost of US$5.6 million, the budget for 
the Rasi Salai Dam has been overrun by more than six 
times, estimated at a total of US$34.9 million. And 
yet, these numbers reflect only a sliver of the real costs 
incurred by the project. 

The Mun River, upon which the Rasi Salai Dam is 
built, is the largest tributary of the Mekong River. It 
flows across the southern part of the country's 
northeastern region, draining a watershed area of 
44,000 square miles. Environmentally and socially 


it is of great significance to the region. The middle 
part of the river — where the Rasi Salai Dam lies and 
parts of which its reservoir has drowned — is one of 
Thailand's most ecologically diverse areas. It is char- 
acterized by a vast floodplain upon which the river's 
fluvial movements have created numerous swamps 
and lakes. In the lower area of the basin, wetland 
forest of exceptional vegetational diversity, known 
as Paa Bung Paa Taam, provides habitat for a large 
amount of terrestrial and aquatic animals and birds. 
The forest vegetation also prevents sudden flooding 
of inland areas, while protecting against erosion by 
slowing the river's strong current. It has been sug- 
gested that Paa Bung Paa Taam wetland ecosystems 
used to exist along all of the rivers of the northeast- 
ern region. These areas have continually been de- 
stroyed as a result of increased lowland cultivation 


and the intense government development policies 
and projects in the river basins. The Paa Bung Paa 
Taam inundated by the Rasi Salai Reservoir was one 
of the last remaining parts of this ecosystem. 

The Rasi Salai Dam and its reservoir are located 
directly on top of a large salt dome, a geographical 
feature not thoroughly accounted for in the feasibility 
studies, which is causing further environmental havoc. 
Since the construction of the dam, problems of salin- 
ization have arisen in the area. By storing water in the 
reservoir, the water table on surrounding land is 
rising, bringing salt from underground with it. Also, 
salt trapped by the reservoir increases the salinity in 
the water, making it useless for irrigation. 

For generations people living in the Mun River 
basin have depended on the area's particular ecology 
for their subsistence. The annual flooding of the 
riverbanks makes the soil rich in nutrients and highly 
fertile for rice cultivation. In the Rasi Salai Dam 
reservoir area, some 3,000 families from the three 
provinces of Si Sa Ket, Roi Et and Surin cultivated 
local species of sticky rice for household consump- 
tion. Leaving the land to rest between harvests and 
using no chemical fertilizers, small plots of wetland 
yielded more than double the production of what 
was farmable on the poorer soils in the highlands. 
Villagers complemented their subsistence needs by 
gathering natural products from the Paa Bung Paa 
Taam, such as vegetables, herbs, mushrooms and 
bamboo, as well as hunting for smaller animals and 
fish in the river. The wetland forest also provided an 
important source of wood for cooking and a place to 
keep cattle and buffalo. Their lives were almost 
entirely self-sufficient. Products unavailable in the 
river basin were obtained by trading with villages 
located further away. 

Since the Rasi Salai Dam was constructed, the lives 
of the people in the area have changed drastically. 
Those villagers who only practiced wetland cultiva- 
tion were undoubtedly hit the hardest, while those 
who also owned highland plots now try to survive on 
the meager yields that these provide, the effects of the 
soil salinization making this more difficult. With 
wetland products no longer available naturally, food 
and subsistence needs now need to be met at the 
market or from other villages. Without warning, more 


than 8,000 people have been forced to change from 
their subsistence economies to an almost complete 
reliance on cash. The options for coping with the 
changing conditions are limited, mostly short term 
and often cause further hardship. 

At the same time as the villagers have faced 
deteriorating living conditions, they also have had 
to engage in a struggle for fair compensation for 
their losses. While many of the villagers had culti- 
vated the wetland for generations, they do not hold 
formal titles to the land they have lost — a conve- 
nient argument for authorities in dismissing the 
villagers' claims to compensation. After a number 
of protests since 1993, a group of villagers joined 
the Assembly of the Poor , a nationwide, social- 
justice coalition acting on a number of issues and 
on behalf of a range of disadvantaged groups, in a 
famous 99-day protest in Bangkok in 
1996. They demanded compensation 
for lost farmland, lost opportunity to 
use the Paa Bung Paa Taam and for the 
water level of the reservoir to be de- 
creased. Eventually, the Cabinet 
granted the 1,154 protesting villagers 
US$14.7 million. 

Yet the struggle was not over. A vocal 
opposition group had formed, composed 
of village headmen and backed by state 
officials and local politicians who an- 
nounced that the protesting villagers 
had made false claims. In the years 
!. that followed, villagers were caught in 
| a political battle of public accusations 
| and counter-allegations between the 
country's ruling government, the 
| Democratic Party and the previously 
2 governing New Aspiration Party. Rifts 
and conflicts that had been created 
between headmen and villagers deep- 
ened, and mistrust between villagers 
and government authorities grew. The sentiments 
were fueled as the DEDP launched a vigorous pub- 
lic-relations campaign that portrayed the Rasi Salai 
protesting villagers as opportunist and unjustified. 
Over time, the headman group disintegrated, and 
dam-affected villagers who, for fear of repercus- 
sions had not initially joined the Assembly of the 
Poor, broke off to make separate demands for com- 
pensation. These villagers have not been compen- 
sated for their losses to date. 

In April last year, dam-affected villagers — in- 
cluding those already compensated and those still 
demanding compensation — joined in establish- 
ing a protest village, Mae Mun Man Yuen #2 (named 
after the Pak Mun Dam's Mae Mun Man Yuen #1) 
within the dam reservoir area. When the dam 
gates close every three months or so, the village 
shrinks with the rising water, leaving only the 
upper halves of the houses dry and inhabitable. 
Yet the villagers remain. Representing some 1,200 
affected people, protesters take shifts to occupy 
the site, relying on food and supplies brought to 
them in canoes. Every morning they pray together 
that justice will prevail. They demand that their 
names be cleared of the false accusations they 
have endured; that a thorough land survey be 
undertaken to establish customary land rights and 
use; and that compensation be granted for those 
who still have not been paid. Refusing to bow to 
the harsh living conditions, this permanent dem- 
onstration site represents the culmination of the 
villagers' fight for the recognition of their rights 
and against the Thai government's development 
scheme imposed on the entire Mun River basin. If 
the government fails to meet their demands, they 
will also demand the removal of Rasi Salai Dam, so 
that the Mun River can flow freely again. 

For more information about the continued 
struggle, contact the Southeast Asia Rivers Net- 
work (SEARIN) at searin@chmail.loxinfo.co.th or 
International Rivers Network, 1847 Berkeley Way, 
Berkeley, CA 94703; (510) 848-1155; 848 1008 
(fax); irn@irn.org; www.irn.org. 

Anna Olsson is a masters candidate in environmental 
studies at York University, Canada. She has been work- 
ing as a researcher for SEARIN for the past four months. 



Villagers affected by Rasi Salai Dam pray to the river goddess to protect their lives and community. 
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Go Tell it on the Mountain 

The battle for old-growth on Mt. Wachusett 


a- 



Snow highlights the ski-slope scars on Mount Wachusett. 


by Oak 

One would think that if a state were 
so bold as to call itself a "common- 
wealth" it might pay particular atten- 
tion to the health and well-being of 
that which is held in common — like 
land, air and water. Here in the Com- 
monwealth of Massachusetts an un- 
due amount of unwanted attention is 
being given to some of our favorite 
lands. It's not the kind of attention 
that is paid during idle moments when 
we gaze longingly upon the natural 
majesty of, say, Mt. Wachusett or the 
Holyoke Range. No, this attention is 
driven not by love of the natural world 
but by love of money. The mountains 
of Massachusetts are under siege, and 
it's all about development. Sprawl. Tro- 
phy homes. Wreckcreation. 

One such place held in common by 
the people of the state and adminis- 
tered by the Massachusetts Department 
of Environmental Management (DEM) 
is Mt. Wachusett, in the north-central 
part of the state near the New Hamp- 
shire border. It is a solitary geologic 
sentinel bearing the largest contiguous 
old-growth stands of beech, red oak 
and hemlock in the state. This was the 
mountain where Henry David Thoreau 
went in July 1842. It inspired these 
words: "But special I remember thee, 
Wachusett, who like me standest alone 
without society... upholding heaven, 
holding down Earth, thy pastime from 
thy birth, not steadied hy the one, nor 
leaning on the other; may I approve 
myself thy worthy brother!" 

It is the place most sacred to the 
Nipmuc people who lived in its shadow 
for 10,000 years or more. It was where 
they congregated with the other Native 
nations duringthe so-called King Philip's 
War during the final tragic struggle to 
rid their home of the colonial invasion. 

Today, Mt. Wachusett is one of the 
last refuges for our old-growth relations 
in this bioregion. Every day in Massa- 
chusetts another parcel of woods or 
fields falls to the developer's golden 
maw. There is little logic to such devel- 
opment, other than that driven by the 
marketplace. Just as cancer creates its 
own environment in the human body, 
so humans create terminal environ- 
ments on the face of the living planet. 

On Mt. Wachusett the cancer comes 
in the form of a ski area that has spread 
across the northwestern slope. Over the 
years it has grown steadily. Now the 
operators who hold the lease, Wachusett 
Mountain Associates (WMA), wish to 
expand yet again with an "Alpine Ski 
Area. " The development, a scaled-down 
version of an earlier, even more outra- 
geous proposal, will destroy 12.5 acres 
of mature red oak woods presently buff- 
ering the upslope old growth from pre- 
vailing western winds. Twelve acres may 
not seem much to those accustomed to 
vast Western tracts, but in the Eastern 
US, on a mountain already scarred by 
some 14 clearcut ski runs, it is not a 


trifle. Also, within the proposed expan- 
sion area lives what could well be the 
oldest mountain laurel in the state. 

The commissioner of the state DEM 
has signed off on the proposal, as have 
various state legislators from surround- 
ing districts. The governor and lieuten- 
ant governor, recipients of large cam- 
paign contributions from WMA, have 
yet to take a public stand on the issue. 

WMA wields more than its fair share 
of political clout. In a state already infa- 
mous for smoky backroom deals, the 
association's principal officers are well 
connected. The Crowley family also 
owns the Polar Beverage Company of 



An old Wachusett red oak. 


Worcester with sales of $60-79 million 
and a myriad of other businesses 
throughout the region. 

Lined up in opposition to this sub- 
stantial machine of ill-conceived 
wreckcreational development is the 
small local citizen's group, Watchdogs 
for an Environmentally Safe Town 
(WEST) and local representatives of the 
Sierra Club and the National Audubon 
Society. Presently, the Sierra Club and 
WEST have taken WMA, DEM Com- 
missioner Peter Weber, and Robert 
Durand, secretary of the state's Execu- 


tive Office of Environmental Affairs, to 
court over technicalities in the permit- 
tingprocess. While legal wrangling goes 
on, it is theoretically possible that WMA 
can bring in the chainsaws and dozers. 

Enter Mass Earth First! and a gaggle of 
unaffiliated tree huggers. Their involve- 
§ ment began last fall during an old- 
growth hike with Bob Leverett to the 
higher reaches of Wachusett. Leverett, 
one of the most knowledgeable old- 
growth enthusiasts in the East, was par- 
ticularly pumped up that day, and his 
concern over the fate of the state's last 
remaining old trees was contagious. Per- 
haps even the WMA spy in our midst 
was moved. (He certainly moved out 
when his presence became known!) 

As you read this, Mass EF! has begun 
the task of building grassroots, direct- 
action resistance to the expansion 
project. The Native Forest Network's 
Eastern North America activists are 
also committed to the defense of 
Wachusett, and the first of a series of 
actions have taken place. On WMA's 
Media Appreciation Day, Mass EF! ac- 
tivists appeared with leaflets and plac- 
ards to inform the press that the moun- 
tain could use some appreciation as 
well, and not just as a backdrop for 
winter sports. This was followed up 
the next weekend by a banner hung 
by unknown woodland creatures in a 
highly inaccessible location. Sunday 
morning is a big ski day on Wachusett, 
situated less than an hour from down- 
town Boston. Many weekend skiers 
got the message on their morning run. 

Rumor has it that George and Martha 
Washington made an appearance at the 
ski area entrance on George's birthday. 
Dead presidents have a way of getting 
attention, especially when skiers are 
backed up for miles in their overpow- 
ered SUVs waiting for their chance to 
hit the slopes. "Good morning, citi- 
zen ! " George was heard to say. " I cannot 
tell a lie, the old-growth buffer zone 
must not be cut down!" 

Please write the DEM and the gover- 
nor about the proposed clearcutting 
of 12.5 acres of mature forest on Mt. 
Wachusett for ski-area expansion. 
DEM, Forests and Parks Division, 100 
Cambridge St., Boston, MA 02202; 
(617) 727-3180; 727-9402 (fax); Gov- 
ernor Paul Celluci, State House, Bos- 
ton, MA 021333; (617) 727-9173; 
goffice@state.ma.us. 

For further information contact Mass 
Earth First!, POB 35, Montague, MA 
01351 or Native Forest Network; (802) 
863-0571; nfnena@sover.net. 
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Species sacrificed to 
"save" the ESA 

A January story by Susan Zakin in 
Salon contends that a secret deal be- 
tween Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt 
and then Senator William Cohen (R- 
Maine) sacrificed ESA listing of wild 
Atlantic salmon for a political favor. 

"Over vehement protests by federal 
scientists," Babbitt quite possibly "broke 
the law" by squelching the listing in 
order to gain Cohen's support in the 
bitter 1995 battle over Endangered Spe- 
cies Act reauthorization. 

Now, long after wild Atlantic salmon 
populations have collapsed, ESA listing 
is once again the center of controversy 
as environmental groups sue for an emer- 
gency listing in a last: ditch attempt to 
stave off extinction. The political con- 
troversy remains as Maine's governor 
and congressional delegation are again 
seeking to pressure the administration 
to block an endangered listing. 

Endangered catamounts 
spotted in Massachusetts 

In January dozens of residents in 
Berkshire County, Massachusetts, saw 
catamounts, an eastern subspecies of 
mountain lion thought to be extinct 
by state wildlife officials. Officials con- 
tinue to maintain the sightings are 
inaccurate or that people saw moun- 
tain lions escaped from captivity. 

The species is endangered in the 
Eastern US, so officially recognizing 
their presence would require protection 
and recovery efforts. The Massachusetts 
Environmental Police, however, be- 
lieve there is truth to the stories, since 
conditions are nearly ideal for the 
catamount's return. 

Gulf Coast dead zone hits 
record and keeps growing 

The "dead zone" that forms in the 
Gulf of Mexico by pollutants from the 
Mississippi River was larger than ever in 
1999, say researchers at the Louisiana 
Universities Marine Consortium. 

The zone, an area too polluted to 
support any marine life, is at its worst in 
hot weather and covered an estimated 
7,728 square miles when measured in 
July, said Dr. Nancy Rabalais, a marine 
ecologist at the consortium. That is 
roughly the size of New Jersey and 700 
square miles larger than its previous 
maximum size in 1995. 

The main cause of the problem is 
pollution flowing in from the Missis- 
sippi in the form of excess nutrients, 
particularly nitrogen from agricultural 
runoff. These discharges promote an 
overgrowth of algae in the spring and 
summer. The algae sink to the bottom 
when they die, and bacteria begin de- 
composing them, using up oxygen in 
the process. As a result, all life must 
either relocate or perish. Furthering the 
trouble, fresh water continues to flow 
in, forming a separate layer on top of the 
thicker, salty gulf waters. This prevents 
air from reaching the gulf's floor. 

Another attack on the ESA 

In response to losing lawsuit after 
lawsuit to environmental groups, the 
US Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) 
has announced that it won't accept 
citizen listing petitions for species 
that the agency already considers 
"candidates." Candidate species are 
those FWS believes are in enough 
trouble but are not ready for protec- 
tion because of expense or agency 
priorities. In the past, the courts act- 
ing on lawsuits stemming from citi- 
zen petitions have mandated ESA 
protection and in turn forced curbs 
on cattle grazing and development 
in the species habitat. 



An icy stream flows through rare old growth on the flank ofMt. Wachusett, an hour from Boston. 
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barbaric as killing elephants for ivory. The home- 
construction industry is the last major old-growth 
lumber user that has not addressed this issue. We 
hope they catch up quickly and get out of old 
growth right away," declared RAN Old Growth 
Campaign Director Michael Brune. 

The indefatigable activists carried on protests 
well into the night, every night of the conven- 
tion, using a high-powered optical system to 
project massive anti-old-growth logging images 
on Dallas buildings. 

Contact Rainforest Action Network, 221 Pine 
Street #500, San Francisco, CA 94014; (415) 398- 
4404; 398-2732 (fax); www.ran.org. 


Forest Campaign Taigets Homebuilders 


On January 14 Rainforest Action Network 
(RAN) disrupted opening ceremonies at the 
National Association of Homebuilders Conven- 
tion in Dallas, Texas. The day started with 
activists inflating a giant balloon shaped like a 
chainsaw outside the center during opening 
remarks by Newt Gingrich. 

During the weekend-long convention, climb- 
ers hung two 1,000-square-foot banners, one 
outside on the top of the Convention Center 
[below] and the other inside the meeting. The 
interior banner [right], was placed above old- 
growth purveyor Boise Cascade's display booth. 

"Building homes from old-growth wood is as 
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Giant styrofoam islands 

Desperate to find a way to combat 
climate change, scientists are propos- 
ing off-the-wall fixes, like making a 
styrofoam continent about the size of 
North America that would float in the 
South Pacific and counteract global 
warming by reflecting sunlight into 
space. "The idea is ludicrous, of course, " 
says Michael MacCracken of the US 
Global Change Research Program, "but 


it makes the point that dramatic steps 

Somewhat less bizarre proposals in- 
clude injecting carbon dioxide (C02), 
the, most significant greenhouse gas, 
deep in the ocean or under the seabed; 
seeding certain ocean areas with iron to 
create plankton blooms that soak up 
C02; planting vast numbers of trees to 

■ hand convincing farmers to 
ields less frequently so plants 
ore C02 underground. 

Wolf reintroduction 

« pheld 

A federal appeals court recently up- 
held wolf reintroduction programs in 
Yellowstone and central Idaho, revers- 
inga 1997 decision on lawsuits brought 
by state and federal farm bureaus and 
environmental groups. 

The farm bureaus argued that the 
wolves should not be introduced. Envi- 
ronmental groups opposed the com- 
promise by Defenders of Wildlife and 
the US Fish and Wildlife Service to 
reintroduce wolves but designate them 
as an "experimental, non-essential" 
population. That designation opened a 
huge loophole, allowing ranchers or 
federal agents to kill wolves that alleg- 
edly preyed on livestock. 

A lower court ruled in favor of the 
upstart enviros, accepting the argument 
that the "experimental, non-essential" 
status effectively reduced protections 
under the Endangered Species Act for 
wild wolves that were not part of the 
reintroduction program. The judge in 
that case said the wolves should not 
have been reintroduced but took no 
action to have the wolves removed as 
the farm bureaus wanted. 

The appeals court ruling means that 
the reintroduced wolves get to stay in 
Yellowstone and central Idaho but that 
the "experimental, non-essential" sta- 
tus also stands. 

Airline boots Greenpeacer 

Accordingto theCanadianTranspor- 
tation Agency, Pacific Coastal Airlines 
of British Columbia violated its own 
ticketing rules when it refused to sell a 
ticket to Tamara Stark, who heads the 
forestry campaign for Greenpeace in 
Vancouver. The airline faces punitive 
action if the practice continues. 

Pacific Coastal Airlines, a regional 
partner with Canadian Airlines In- 
ternational and the only airline serv- 
ing isolated logging towns such as 
Bella Coola, cited safety concerns 
for its actions. 

"Pacific Coastal states that it provides 
transportation to many loggers and log- 
ging industry personnel from 
Vancouver to Port Hardy and Bella Bella 
and that, as a result of Greenpeace's 
attitude toward the logging commu- 
nity, it thought that carrying members 
of this group could compromise safety, " 
the airline said. 

Pacific Coastal has told the agency it 
will allow Greenpeace officials to fly. 
But Daryl Smith, the airline’s founder, 
said he may withhold tickets again. 
"We told them we don't want them on 
our airplanes," said Smith, a former 
logger. He also called Greenpeace a 
"quasi-terrorist organization." 

Greenpeace filed a complaint with 
the transportation agency to ensure the 
refusal didn't recur. 


BY Asante Riverwind 

The strongest remaining runs of wild spring Chinook 
salmon and steelhead trout in the lower 48 states are once 
again imperiled by the US Forest Service. Bull trout, listed as 
threatened under the Endangered Species Act are also im- 
periled. The Forest Service is proposing to log over 16 
million board feet from 3, 76 7 acres of burned and surviving 
forest in eastern Oregon's Umatilla National Forest. The 
proposed timber sales are adjacent to the North Fork John 
Day Wilderness which was also severely burned by the 
Tower Fire of 1996. The planned Tower Fire timber sales are 
located on very steep slopes with extremely fragile soils — 
prone to severe erosion and landslides — above the North 
Fork John Day River. 

According to the Forest Service's own environmental im- 
pact statement for the timber sale, the North Fork John Day 
River and sale area tributaries support the largest remaining 
run of spring Chinook salmon and healthiest run of steelhead 
in the Columbia River basin. Yet even these populations have 
been in decline for decades, now at a fraction of their historic 
numbers due to high water temperatures and increased 
sedimentation levels. Past and recent logging, roadbuilding 
and livestock grazing in the area have been the major cause, 
along with the Columbia River's dams, of these species' 
population declines. Logging activities have resulted in streams 
in and near the sale area being listed as "water quality 
limited." Indeed, the situation is so bad that even prior to the 
fire, measurement boxes placed in creeks in the sale area to 
monitor sediment levels were buried and lost in sediment 
after less than a month. The critical fragility of the area's soils 
was dramatically proven, yet again, following heavy summer 
rains which washed out two Forest Service roads, sending 
tons of sediment into Oriental Creek and the river below. 

Today the area is naturally recovering after the fire. 
Seedlings carpet the burned forest floor as do nitrogen 
fixing native plants under the residual shade of the many 
standing burned snags. Area wildlife must now utilize not 
only the wilderness but a far greater area of forest to forage 
and hunt for sustenance. We have verified many species 
continuing to use the sale area, including elk, cougar, 


black bear, deer and black-backed, three-toed and pileated 
woodpeckers, among other species. It is likely, given its 
150-square-mile winter range, that the rare and elusive 
wolverine uses the sale area as well. 

In November 1998 in response to our lawsuit, the Federal 
9th Circuit Court ordered a halt to all logging and related 
activities in the Tower Fire Area (see EF!J September-October 
1998). The Forest Service had earlier sold the Big Tower 
timber sales under the pretense of a "restoration project" "to 
help the area recover from the fire." Now the Forest Service 
has the audacity to come back, like a horror movie sequel, 
with this "new improved" lawsuit-proof pretense of science 
insanity. Timber beasts in scientific clothing, they now plan 
to log both burned and live trees in an area where every 
standing tree is essential for wildlife cover, habitat, forest 
recovery and preventing even more landslides and sedimen- 
tation. Lost would be the many thousands of tree seedlings 
already a few years into natural regeneration. Lost as well 
would be essential wildlife habitat for the many species who 
depend upon the area for survival. 

The great magnitude of credible peer reviewed science does 
not support the Forest Service's "logging = forest fire recov- 
ery" Orwellian lies. But most unconscionable, inexcusable 
and illegal would be the extreme further imperilment of some 
of the last remaining wild salmon, steelhead and bull trout. 
The new sale plans also include spraying herbicide poisons 
(scattered across over 13,000 acres), over 45 miles of road 
"reconstruction" (in an area where the road density is far too 
high already), as well as cutting an unnatural "fuel break" 
isolating the wilderness from adjacent roadless areas. 

Your help is desperately needed, for the salmon, for the 
wildlife, for the forests and for future generations. Please 
write, call or take action against the Forest Service. Contact Jeff 
Blackwood, Supervisor, Umatilla National Forest, 2517 SW 
Hailey Ave., Pendleton, Oregon 97801; (541) 278-3716; Harv 
Forsgren, Regional Forester, US Forest Service, Reg. 6, POB 
3623, Portland, Oregon 97208-3623; (503) 808-2200 or 808- 
2954; Craig Dixon Smith, North Fork John Day, POB 158, 
Ukiah, Oregon 97880; (541) 427-3231. 

For more information, contact Blue Mountains Biodiversity 
Project, HCR 82, Fossil, Oregon 97830. 
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USE GASH, NOT CREDIT — SAVE MAINE DEER YARD 


by Penobscot BayWatch 

Resistance to MBNA Credit Card Corp.'s third invasion of 
Maine's rugged Penobscot Shore continues, with the next 
slugfest in the five-year struggle against the rapacious plastic 
empire to be held in the state capitol on March 16. There the 
Penobscot BayWatch and allies hope to convince the Board 
of Environmental Protection to order Maryland Bank North 
America (MBNA) to withdraw from its latest sprawl foray 
into the US's easternmost coastal white tail deer wintering 
yard. Overlooking Penobscot Bay and Ducktrap River, 

Ducktrap Mountain's watershed is also home to one of the 
last wild salmon schools on the US North Atlantic seaboard. 

If the wild forces prevail, MBNA Corp., which is both New 
England's biggest donor to the national Sierra Club and also 
the chief politi-cash contributor to George W. Bush's presi- 
dential campaign, will have to demolish, road-rip and 
otherwise remove all traces of its foul presence fropi this 
irreplaceable lush wild coastal mountain landscape. 

Through the '90s MBNA Corp., a telemarketer and 
urban sprawl developer with the legacy of the urbanized 
and condo-filled Chesapeake Bay coast 
behind it, made judicious campaign 
donations to Angus King's successful 
gubernatorial campaigns. This ensured 
MBNA's preferred person was appointed 
state treasurer, and likewise ensured that 
MBNA President Charles Cawley's ob- 
session with coastal mega-development 
would be given full rein. 

MBNA's latest assault is against the 
Ducktrap Deeryard, where thick, wet, 
spruce-fir stands dotted with springs and 
hardwood groves provide vital winter 
food and shelter for the area's white tail 
deer herd and for thousands of other 
species. The corporados, with the aid of 
their political properties in the governor's 
mansion and in Congress, are bulldoz- 
ing, blasting and paving their way into 
the area. MBNA's Cawley wants 40 cab- 
ins, three roads, a giant septic field and a 
new name for the mountain. 

The Sierra Club, to it's eternal dis- 
grace, has refused to do its part in the 
struggle, seriously weakening the wall 
of opposition. 

Since MBNA first stormed the Megunticook Range in 
1995, blasting a road up the face of Ducktrap Mountain 
and installing a huge guarded corporate complex, local 
hominids have had to fight the corporation, its political 
friends and NGO allies, all shoulder to shoulder at MBNA's 
money trough. Even the local weekly newspaper has had 
its editor replaced by a plastic-hugging graduate of the 
"MBNA Leadership Program." 

At the same time, MBNA has sunk its corporate tentacles 
deep into the Sierra Club, using cash payouts via the club's 
affinity credit card deal — VISA and Mastercards with the 
club's logo on them — worth more than a million bucks so 
far — to manufacture silence from the club. Under its con- 
tract with MBNA, the Sierra Club receives one half of one 
percent of the dollar amount that users of the club's affinity 571 3 anytime, or www.llbean.com. 



card are charged when using the card. Of course, another 
chunk of that goes to MBNA's favorites on the campaign 
trail: George Bush Jr. and salmon-hating Senator Olympia 
Snowe, (R-ME.) 

Smarting under criticism that it has turned a blind eye 
to MBNA's development projects along the western shore 
of Penobscot Bay, the club's national leaders have held 
halfhearted discussions over whether to shed its MBNA 
affinity card and select a card issuer with a greener 
environmental record. 

What emerged was mere buck passing and shell gaming: 
"After we get a recommendation from the [Maine] chapter, 
the board may decide to sever its relationship with MBNA, 
assert oral pressure to seek a change in the project or take 
stronger actions," one top Sierra Club official wrote in a recent 
memo to other club leaders, lobbing the decision over to Joan 
Saxe, that chapter's chair. 

But Joan, claiming the credit peddlers giant phonebank 
"campuses" are "clean jobs" has simply pocket-vetoed the 
request from Sierra Club central, refusing, even two months 
later, to take a position one way or the other. Club headquar- 
ters can now grin helplessly and go on 
collecting the quarterly payouts from the 
plastic ones. 

In grotesque fact, as the fateful March 1 6 
hearing approaches, the wildcoasters' con- 
tinued MBNA-bashing is causing the great 
plastic octopus to discharge defensive 
clouds of green ink to the local NGO- 
sphere. Museums, libraries and even local 
land trusts are gasping under the onslaught 
of MBNA's largesse. 

So, for now, unless the clubbies awaken 
from their plastic stupor, the fate of the 
Megunticook Coastal Range, the 30-mile 
line of thickly forested mountain peaks 
framing the western edge of Penobscot 
Bay, rests in the hands of the area's few 
wild partisans. 

MBNA also is now skirmishing south- 
ward down the Penobscot shore, threaten- 
ing wild Muscle Ridge, home to the world’s 
greatest wild lobster herd with a proposed 
private corporate jetport spewing wastes 
and runway de-icers into the area's chief 
tributary, the Weskeag River. 

Stay tuned — check www.MBNAsucks.org 
for details on how to turn back the plastic horde. 

The same grassroots power that, in years gone by, freed 
colleges from their investments in apartheid South Africa and 
now is being used to great effect to free campuses from their 
investments in sweatshop corporations, can be turned as well 
against the plastic imperium of MBNA. 

Don't delay — cut your card today! 

Editor's note: L.L. Bean is another big company you'd think would 
care about deer in Maine— since its traditional core constituency 
likes to chase Bambi with shotguns. The retail and mail-order giant 
also offers an MBNA VISA card. Despite a conversation with one 
concerned Mainer and despite the fact that it would take about five 
minutes to switch credit card companies, L.L. Bean has remained 
loyal to MBNA. So keep L.L. Bean on the hook, too! Call 800-441- 


Status of David Chain Civil Suit 


by Steve Christianson 

The Earth First! Journal (October- 
November 1999), ran a synopsis of 
the lawsuit filed against A.E. 
Ammons, Rhett Reback and Pacific 
Lumber executives in the murder of 
David "Gypsy" Chain. Since then, 
the defendants have filed several mo- 
tions in response to the complaint as 
would be expected in a lawsuit of 
this nature. 

The defendants have asked for fur- 
ther clarification and more definitive 
statements regarding several parts of 
the complaint. The defendants also 
filed a motion for dismissal in response 
to several portions of the original com- 
plaint. In this lawsuit, Gypsy's mother, 
Cindy Allsbrooks, is the personal rep- 
resentative for Gypsy's estate in these 
causes of action (negligence, violations 
of the Unruh Civil Rights Act and ultra 


hazardous activity). 

Cindy, along with 
David Allen Chain, 

Gypsy's father, has also 
brought about the sur- 
vivor causes of action 
(wrongful death, joint 
enterprise liability and 
negligent infliction of 
emotional distress). 

Oral arguments were 
scheduled on February 
6, 2000 in front of Judge 
Armstrong of the Oak- 
land Federal Court to 
discuss these issues and 
establish a timeline for 
the case. Gypsy's attor- 
neys learned that Judge Armstrong 
had read the pleadings and decided 
she didn't have further questions for 
counsel in these matters and therefore 
the oral arguments were canceled. This 



announcement 
came from the 
judge's clerk, on 
the afternoon prior 
to the hearing. An 
apology is owed to 
those who made 
their way to the 
court for this hear- 
|| ing only to find out 
it was canceled. 

At the present 
|? time we are await- 
i<- ing a ruling on these 
issues and for a 
1 5 timeline of how this 
case will proceed. 

David "Gypsy" Chain ] q view the 
pleadings on-line go to 
www.pacificlaw.org; or write Steve 
Christianson Pacific Law, 740 E. St 
Eureka, CA 95501; (707) 268-3800;. 
268-8918 fax; stevec@nativeforest.org 
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Hole in Headwaters 

On February 11, the California De- 
partment of Forestry (CDF) approved 
an amendment to Pa’cific Lumber 
Company's "Hole in Headwaters" tim- 
ber harvest plan. TCH 520 is 705 acres of 
mature second growth surrounded on 
all sides by the Headwaters Preserve. 
The land drains to the South Fork of the 
Eel River, a critical area for the threat- 
ened wild coho salmon. 

CDF's action came in spite of explicit 
direction from the California Board of 
Forestry to require a legally mandated 
public comment period and thorough 
agency review prior to approving any 
amendment to the plan. Instead, CDF 
took just two days to review the com- 
plex 24-page amendment, and the com- 
pany is now cleared to log. 

last July, in response to downstream 
landowner concerns about flooding in 
the Elk River, the Board unanimously 
voted that CDF should regard any 
changes to the Hole in Headwaters THP 
as "major amendments." Under state 
logging rules, amendments of this type 
require a public and agency review and 
comment period. The Environmental 
Protection Information Center and the 
Sierra Club have asked the board to 
exercise its independent authority to 
enforce Forest Practice Rules and re- 
quire a public and agency comment 
period prior to any action. 

Vieques or death 

One day after Washington DC and 
San Juan signed a deal on the issue, 
Puerto Ricans opposed to US use of 
Vieques Island as a Navy bombing 
range erected a huge sign on Febru- 
ary 1 reading "Vieques or death" in 
the US capitol. 

The pact permits the Navy to resume 
exercises for three years using no live 
ammunition. During that time, Vieques' 
9,300 voters decide whether they want 
the Navy to leave permanently or re- 
sume live-fire training in return for $50 
million in economic aid. 

Most Puerto Ricans have favored evict- 
ing the US military from Vieques, an 
island off Puerto Rico’s east coast, since 
the death of civilian security guard David 
Sanes Rodriguez during a Navy training 
exercise last April. The death intensified 
calls by residents and Puerto Rican offi- 
cials for training to end after nearly 60 
years. Opponents charge that Navy war 
games have destroyed the environment 
of the island, damaged residents' health 
and stymied economic development. 

■ ■■ . 

Activity at Pelican Butte 

To speed plans for a proposed ski 
development on Pelican Butte, the 
Winema National Forest Service in Or- 
egon has been secretly allowing con- 
tractors for Pelican Butte Corporation 
to operate motor vehicles and conduct 
other motorized tests within a sensitive 
wildlife area that is usually closed to all 
vehicles eight months of the year. The 
area is critical for federally protected 
bald eagles and northern spotted owls. 

Activities have been occurring since 
last December. There has been no pub- 
lic notice or documentation as required 
under the National Environmental 
Policy Act, and there has been only 
minimal and mostly after-the-fact con- 
sultation as required by the Endangered 
Species Act. 

On January 24 the Oregon Natural 
Resources Council's Klamath Falls of- 
fice exposed illegal motorized opera- 
tions occurring in the area. The illegal 
activities included well drillingand run- 
ning generators. The ski area developers 
also were found driving trucks, snow- 
mobiles, ATVs and even a bulldozer in 
the area. 

Since 1 990, all motorized use has been 
prohibited from January 1 to August 31. 
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Dam resisters jail jailers 

On January 12 the Maheshwar Dam 
site in the central Indian state of Madhya 
Pardesh was occupied by 3,000 villag- 
ers from the affected area. After several 
desultory attempts to make arrests, the 
police arrived in force and hauled 1,000 
protesters away. 

The arrestees were taken to a unused 
prison tiding in a small town near 
tire site and locked up. The jail had no 
electricity, water or any other facilities. 

When the jailers made preparations 
to leave for the night, the protesters 
physically prevented them from going. 
The prisoners, all of whom have been 
charged with unlawful assembly, spent 
the night inside the prison and refused 
to leave until they received written 
answers to their objections to thedam. 
By January 14, some questions had 
been answered, and the protesters and 
jailers were allowed to leave. 

If finished, the dam will displace nearly 
40,000 farmers, fisher people,sand min- 
ers and boatmen and their families. 

Submarine CD in Scotland 

In a February 14 protest backed by 
James Bond star Sean Connery, ap- 
proximately 400 anti-nuclear demon- 
strators converged on the Faslane Na- 
val Base in Lochgoilhead, Scotland, 
where Britain's Trident nuclear subma- 
rines are based. Activists blockaded the 
main entrances in a bid to halt work at 
the facility. Eighty-seven women and 
92 men were arrested and charged with 
minor public-order offenses. 

Anti-nuclear demonstrators have 
long campaigned for the base's closure 
and received a courtroom boost in Oc- 
tober 1999. A Scottish judge ruled that 
three protesters who had broken into 
thebase could not be convicted of crimi- 
nal damage because the Trident system 
was illegal under international law. 

Subcritical test exploded 

On the morning of February 3, a 
subcritical nuclear weapons test, code 
named Oboe 3, was detonated at the 
Nevada Test Site. Subcritical testing, 
while not a full-scale nuclear weapons 
test, still uses weapons-grade pluto- 
nium, releasing radiation and creating 
more nuclear waste. These subcritical 
tests violate the nuclear weapons Non- 
proliferation Treaty, the Treaty of Ruby 
Valley and the spirit of the Compre- 
hensive Test Ban Treaty. 

Before dawn, Corbin Flamey, spiri- 
tual leader of the Western Shoshone 
Nation, held a traditional sunrise cer- 
emony to pray for the land. Following 
the rising sun, nine people crossed the 
line with linked arms. 

When Wackenhut security and Nye 
County police tried to stop them, they 
sat down on the road and linked arms, 
passively refusing to walk into the ar- 
rest pens. Officers and security then 
dragged them away. Minimal charges 
were filed and all protesters released. 

Peltier freedom march 

More than 200 Native Americans 
crossed the Peace Bridge into Canada 
on February 6 to protest unfair treat- 
ment of aboriginals on both sides of 
the border. Led by a ceremonial drum 
corps, members of the North American 
Native Warriors marched from the FBI 
building in Buffalo, New York, to Fort 
Erie, Ontario, Canada. 

The protest focused on the case of 
native politicalprisoner Leonard Peltier, 
calling for executive clemency and his 
freedom. Dudley George, a native man 
shot and killed by an Ontario Provin- 
cial Police officer during a native pro- 
test occupation of a provincial park in 
Ipperwash, Ontario, in 1995 was also 
remembered by the march. 


Living My Truth 

Nate Madsen holds on strong in the redwoods 



Editor's Note: Julia Butterfly wasn't the only person sitting in 
an ancient redwood for the past two years. Nate Madsen has 
been perched in Mariah, a redwood on Pacific Lumber land 
between Areata and Eureka, California, more or less continu- 
ously since 1998. Mariah lives in one of the last stands left in 
the Freshwater watershed. She is surrounded by a sea ofclear- 
cuts and grows just 20 feet from 
the nearest road. It's hard to tell 
the precise age of a standing 
ancient redwood, butNorthcoast 
EFIers say she could be close to 
1,000 years old and is about 1 1 
feet in diameter at her base. The 
timber harvest plan thatincludes 
Mariah expires in April 2001. 

Nate's got a styley set-up: a three- 
level tree home including a roof 
sundeck, all made from re- 
claimed lumber, as well as a 
terrific water-collection system 
and hand-me-down solar pan- 
els and cell-phone batteries from 
Julia Butterfly. 

by Nate Madsen 

Timber harvest plan (THP) 

1-97-514 is still active. Mariah 
is still threatened by the lum- 
berjack's ax. Our dedication 
to the preservation of this 
majestic wonder continues. 

Mariah has enjoyed continu- 
ous occupation since Octo- 
ber 13, 1998, when I first as- Mariah from her base 

cended into her branches. I 

have enjoyed the support of too many people to 
name, but my eternal gratitude goes out to all who 
have played a role in the protection of this great 
ancient redwood, my best friend and greatest teacher. 

The big question is when and how will this sit 
come to completion. For me, the focus of saving this 
tree has shifted. I recognize the miracle of life in this 
great tree. I see the purpose a great tree fulfills (clean 
air, water and soil stability). Seeing, respecting and 
deeply understanding this purpose puts the ques- 
tion back on me. How can I fulfill my planetary 
purpose and responsibility as elegantly as this tree? 

I wish to leave the world more beautiful by my 
choices, and in pursuit of that goal I remain dedi- 
cated to the lasting preservation of this tree. How- 
ever, the miracle of life I see in this tree I also see in 
the soaring bird, the flowing river, the wild badger 
and in the beating hearts of each and every person. 

It is the miracle of life we all share that I hope will 
bring us together. It is sharing that miracle with this 
tree and this planet that keeps my spirit fired and my 
will to continue strong. 

The death warrant these great trees face is the 
economic bounty placed upon them. A system of 
human construct (economics) drives most, if not all, 
the pollution, destruction and separation our world 
endures while people learn and evolve. I believe us to 
be imaginative enough to overcome all obstacles. 

I see forestry issues in the light of a confused 
misguided species. This same confusion is what drives 
all the problems of today. Our fish are dying, our soil 
depleted, our air polluted, our water contaminated. We 
have racism, sexism, homophobia, hungry people and sick 
children left without care or concern. These are all tied to 
us — the people that perpetuate the problem and the eco- 
nomic system that masks the solutions. 

We go to work and do things we may or may not agree 
with. We pollute, consume resources and generally disre- 
spect the Earth and ourselves in pursuit of the dollar. Then 
we go to a store where others do the same and spend our 
dollar without understanding or often even caring what 
spending that dollar may mean in the bigger picture. We 
who work for the forest drink coffee from deforested lands. 
We who care about the great trees drive vehicles while trying 
to get our message across, polluting the air and water as we 
go. I've talked to the loggers and although we don't agree, I 


deeply respect them because they do what they believe in. 
I hope as each day passes, I can more fully do as I believe. 
When I look at a clearcut, I see nothing to be proud of. I am 
ashamed for my species. My point in all this is simple. Our 
power to affect change is at hand every moment of every 
day. Our power is not in telling others how to live, but 
rather in living our truth and bettering 
ourselves and our planet in the pro- 
cess. I cannot expect to effectively 
change any part of this world except 
the part I have direct dominion over: 
myself. I stand up for my belief that 
ancient trees are irreplaceable. They 
belong to the planet and deserve our 
respect. I am humbled by their pres- 
ence and in turn question my choices. 

As I recognize my role in the devas- 
tation of Mother Earth, so too do I 
find my power to heal our relation- 
ship with this planet. I can use less. I 
can think of the mother first. I can 
want what is right for life more than 
anything, but for that desire to have 
meaning it must translate into my 
everyday action. However, as I make 


Nate hanging out in the canopy 

this transition to being a better person I see a process, a 
step-by-step process that has a great goal of being a giver 
not a taker. It is important to remember in this journey 
that each step is a necessary motion toward that ultimate 
life loving goal. As we take a step today (small or large), we 
will be closer to our goal tomorrow. 

I remain dedicated until this tree has some real lasting 
means of preservation. The THP may expire, or, in light of 
the Luna event, some deal may come to fruition. Maybe 
our officials will do the right thing and end old-growth 
logging. In the meantime, I sit in contemplation of who 
I am, what role I want to play for this planet and how will 
I pursue that goal. 

Write to Nate atPOB 61, Kneeland, CA 95549, or check out 
www.upatree.net. 
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Privatizing Public Land 


by Scott Silver 

The People's Treasure is a wonderful poem by the 
Australian poet and cartoonist Michael Leunig 
that beautifully describes how privatizers are steal- 
ing what we collectively own. It begins; 

They're privatising things we own together. 

They're flogging off the people's common ground. 

And though we're still connected by the weather 

They say that sharing things is now unsound. 

They're lonelifying all the public spaces. 

They're rationalising swags and billabongs. 

They're awfulising nature's lovely places, 

Dismantling the dreaming and the songs. 

You can see the privatizers wherever you look. 
Free-trade agreements, the prison industrial com- 
plex, terminator seed technology and corporate- 
run school systems are just a few of the forms 
privatization is taking. It is the impending corpo- 
rate takeover of nature with its associated 
privatization of wildness where I have established 
my personal battle lines in this larger fight. 

The chief of the Forest Service, Mike Dombeck, 
routinely responds to my oft repeated accusation 
that he is commercializing, privatizing and mo- 
torizing American's public lands. Dombeck as- 
sures us that the Forest Service (USFS) has no 
intention of privatizing the ownership of America's 
national forests. Except for the scores of land 
swaps the USFS enters into each year in which 
public forests are exchanged for private stumps, 
Dombeck is, I suppose, technically correct. But it 
is not the privatization of ownership to which I 
have been referring. I accuse Dombeck of negoti- 
ating in secret with the recreation industry to 
privatize the "management control" of our na- 
tional forests. 

From January 11-14, Chief Dombeck, his boss, 
Undersecretary of Agriculture Jim Lyons, 20 high- 
level USFS employees, 56 other federal employees 
and 42 representatives of the recreation industry 
met in secret at Walt Disney's Contemporary Re- 
sort in Lake Buena Vista, Florida. The meeting, 
called Partners Outdoors IX, was the ninth such 
high-level, closed-door meeting in as many years. 

To get an idea of what was discussed in this 
luxury resort — where both the public and media 
were barred from entry — consider the following 
short quote from the meeting notes: "Leaders from 
federal agencies and recreation companies have 
participated in candid and intense sessions — which 
have proved successful in increasing the flow of 
ideas for cooperation between the public and pri- 
vate sectors and resulted in more than two dozen 
concrete recommendations for joint actions. The 
conference will further discuss opportunities for 
for-profit corporations and federal agencies to co- 
operate more regularly in meeting the outdoor 
recreation needs of the American public and visi- 
tors from overseas." 

More explicit still are notes from last year's Part- 
ners Outdoors VIII. The following statement is 
quoted from a document titled "Recreation Part- 
nership Initiative" and appears on Army Corps of 
Engineers' letterhead. The quote begins: "The in- 
tent of the program is to encourage private devel- 
opment of public recreation facilities such as ma- 
rinas, hotel/motel/restaurant complexes, confer- 
ence centers, RV camping areas, golf courses, theme 
parks and entertainment areas with shops, etc." 

These private facilities will be built on public 
lands. And while the land itself will remain in public 
ownership, the use of that land will be entirely 
privatized. Once privately developed, these lands 
will no longer be available for other public purposes 
or uses. The true owners (you and I) will no longer 
even have access to our lands unless we are prepared 
to pay private corporations for that privilege. 

The federal agencies are, of course, wetting them- 
selves with excitement at what they see as a free 
lunch. In exchange for assigning development 
rights to your lands, federal managers will receive 
a cut of the profits generated from these entirely 


inappropriate private wreckreation developments. 
The Corp of Engineers describes this arrangement 
in the following words: "The Corps is indeed ex- 
cited about the possibility of providing these addi- 
tional opportunities for private sector develop- 
ment of public recreation facilities. These opportu- 
nities provide a win, win, win situation. The pri- 
vate developers win because of the excellent op- 
portunities they will have to make a profit. The 
public wins because of the additional recreation 
opportunities made available to them and the 
Corps, and the federal government wins because 
much needed public recreational facilities are pro- 
vided at no cost to the Government." 

Mr. Dombeck may be technically correct when 
he says that he has no intention of privatizing 
America's national forests. But accompanying Mr. 
Dombeck at Partners Outdoors IX was the person 

"\ 

Fee-Demo Takes a Nosedive 

The federal government will not press a case 
against an Oregon woman who has steadfastly 
refused to pay the $5 fee to park her car while she 
hiked in central Idaho's Sawtooth National Recre- 
ation Area. 

The decision headed off a court test of the validity 
of the fee program that is being tested on public 
lands around the United States. 

Assistant US Attorney Terry Derden said it wasn't 
clear if the government could collect the $50 fine 
the Forest Service assessed against Majorie Hoye of 
Bend, Oregon, after she refused to buy the pass. 

"Considering the limited number of resources in 
the federal courts, we look at the likelihood of suc- 
cess," Derden said. "That's what they pay us to do." 

Hoye was driving home from Jackson, Wyoming 
on Sept. 6 when she stopped in the recreation area 
i to take a walk. She returned to her car three hours 
later to find a ticket on her windshield for not 
, buying the user pass. She ignored it, as well as the 
notice of a $50 fine that came three weeks later and 
a mid-November summons to appear in federal 
court in Boise on the matter. Instead, she objected 
to the imposition of the parking fee in a letter to the 
US Attorney's office. 

Hoye argued that the fee was discretionary for 
forest users and that her hikes were spiritual, not 
i recreational, in nature. She also pointed out that a 
federal judge in Los Angeles a year earlier refused 
. to uphold citations against Robert Bartsch for 
refusing to obtain a user pass under another dem- 
onstration program. 

The judge said future citations would also be 
dismissed until the passes were made mandatory 
and not part of a demonstration or test. 

Steve Lipus, a Forest Service law-enforcement su- 
pervisor, conceded that, as in Hoye's case, "we're not 
going to take anything to court and waste taxpayer 
money if we feel we don't have a good case." 


who is putting together the privatization plan for 
him. The following is quoted from a resume made 
available in the official meeting notes. It reads: 
"Stephanie Hague — serves as Confidential Assis- 
tant to the Chief of the USDA Forest Service. At 
present, she is directing a national Forest Service 
effort, the Marketing Resource Group, which is 
completing an extensive study of marketing prin- 
ciples and techniques in preparation for the ser- 
vice-wide implementation of the Recreation Fee- 
Demonstration Program and to help transform the 
Forest Service into a better market-driven, cus- 
tomer-oriented agency." 

To better understand what is meant by what you 
have just read, please note that the Marketing Re- 
source Group is a critically important, extremely low- 
profile program being run for the USFS by private 
consultant Robert S. Shulman. Using the Freedom of 
Information Act (FOIA) I obtained Mr. Shulman's 
consulting agreement and can tell you that he is 
currently billing the American taxpayers at the rate of 
$350 per hour and will continue to do so until he has 
collected $253,971.52. Mr. Shulman reports directly 
to Dombeck's confidential assistant, Ms. Hague. 

Mr. Shulman's job is to make the Recreation Fee 



Demonstration Program look successful because 
the key to turning America's public lands into one 
big outdoor playground depends entirely upon the 
success of the fee-demo program. Before fee-demo, 
federal agencies were prohibited from charging for 
recreational use of public lands except for devel- 
oped campgrounds, national park access and for 
the use of mechanical boat launches. Fee-demo 
supersedes this restrictive law and opens public 
land up to new revenue generating recreational 
uses and fees. Fee-demo is about creating business 
opportunities and is itself the love-child of a past 
Partners Outdoors gathering. 

Quoting from Partners Outdoors: A Tradition of 
Action one reads, "Among the major outgrowths of 
past Partners Outdoors sessions are ... the federal 
Recreation Fee Demonstration Program authorized 
by Congress for FY 96-99 and recently extended 
through FY 2001." 

Mr. Shulman is using every marketing trick in 
his vast repertoire to turn fee-demo into an appar- 
ent success and to obfuscate the enormous oppo- 
sition to this program. To accomplish this short- 
term goal, Shulman's team has identified two 
nationally important test markets, the Pacific 
Northwest and Sedona, Arizona. Shulman and his 
USFS partners will concentrate their effort upon 
these two specific locales in order to prove that 
the public likes being treated as customers and 
will happily pay-to-play. 

If the public buys what Shulman is selling, then 
there will be a never ending stream of new outdoor 
wreckreation products created for them to purchase 
in the years to come. If the public rebels so loudly 
and clearly that their voice is heard above the 
misinformation being spread by Shulman and his 
associates, then perhaps, the planned Disneyfication 
of the wild can be avoided. 

I'd like to leave you with three short quotes. First, 
from an editorial that appeared in Sedona's Red 
Rock News: '"We are designing a business. When 
this is all done, we will create a product line that 
has a price tag,' said Ken Anderson, Sedona-Beaver 
Creek District Manager." 

Second, from a speech made by Jim Lyons to the 
recreation industry on June 8, 1998: "We devel- 
oped a marketing strategy and an icon that we 
hope will become to outdoor recreation what the 
Nike swoosh is to sporting goods and the famous 
Mercedes Benz hood ornament is to automobiles. 
Can you think of any entity — private or public — 
that has the breadth and diversity of outdoor 
recreation experience that you can find on the 
national forests? I doubt it! We've got a great 
product to sell. And, with your help, we can make 
it even better!" 

And, finally, here is the concluding verse of 
Michael Leunig's poem: 

So if they steal away the people's treasure. 

And bring the jolly swagman to his knees. 

They can't remove the simple common pleasure. 

Of loathing public bastards such as these. 

Scott Silver, is co-founder and executive director of 
Wild Wilderness. Located in Bend, Oregon, Wild Wil- 
derness has fought for undeveloped recreation since 
1991. Readers can learn more about Partners Outdoors 
by visiting the Wild Wilderness web site at 
www.wildwildemess.org/docs/po.htm; (541 ) 385-5261. 
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Coffee's Killing Ometepe Island 


by Rudolf Baca 

The Central American isthmus is a rich biological corridor 
between North and South America. Nicaragua is the largest 
country in this region and is characterized by its biodiversity 
as the home to seven percent of the flora and fauna on the 
planet. In many cases, Nicaragua is the biogeographical 
boundary of organisms found in both hemispheres. 

The wildlife reserve Ometepe 
Island is located in Lake Nicara- 
gua, or Cocibolca. This freshwa- 
ter lake covers 8,265 square 
kilometres and is the only place 
in the world where sharks and 
sawfish live in this type of envi- 
ronment. The volcanic, inland 
island spans 277 square 
kilometres, making it larger 
than Aruba and slightly smaller 
than Grenada. 

The two volcanoes that formed 
Ometepe are Concepcion (1,700 
meters above sea level) and 
Maderas (1,390 meters above sea 
level). Concepcion is still active, 
while Maderas has been extinct for 10-20,000 
years. The now-inactive crater of Maderas forms 
a lagoon that is covered by mist 10 months of the 
year. Within the mist is the most extensive and 
best-preserved cloud forest of the country. This 
forest is comprised of trees partially covered with 
epiphytes like orchids and bromeliads. Moss cov- 
ers the trunks and rocks, which in turn absorbs a large 
quantity of water from the mist. This water slowly trickles 
down through the rainforest to the base of the volcano 
producing natural streams, rivers and falls that provide 
potable water for more than 15 communities. 

The combination of ecosystems, geologic formations 
and natural habitats found on Ometepe make it a natural 
reserve rich in exotic flora and fauna, including native 
plants, mammals in danger of extinction and migratory 
birds. It is also the center of American cave art due to the 
large number of petroglyphs and indigenous idols found 
there by archaeologists. 

At this time the reserve is in a crisis that risks the future of 
the natural resources and the campesinos who live there. The 

highest municipal au- 
thorities of Altagracia, 
the municipality in 
which the island is lo- 
cated, have abused 
their authority by 
claiming the right to 
dispose of the natu- 
ral resources of the 
reserve in the man- 
ner they see fit. 

The overstepping of 




Cormorants near Lake Nicaragua. 



Structure at Reserva Natural Isle de Ometepe. 


their authority has included 
giving permission to cut and 
sell large tracts of land 
within the reserve in order 
to cultivate coffee and crops. 

The land sale has resulted in 
the expulsion of campesino 
families and conflicts be- 
tween the new "owners" 
and local cooperatives. 

In March, 1999, the 
General Law of Protected 

Areas of Nicaragua was passed. Article 59 forbids the 
sale of any land in a protected area. However, because 
of the inexperience of our environmental authorities, 
the abuses have not ceased nor have they brought 
anyone to justice with their actions. 

In the six months that we have been denouncing 
this situation, 1,000 hectares (2,470 acres) within the 

preserve have been de- 
stroyed for coffee planta- 
tions. This development is 
taking place on land not 
appropriate for agriculture 
because of the high rate of 
erosion and slopes of 40 
percent or more. The risk 
of mudslides and other 
natural disasters has been 
greatly increased. 

We must create a climate 
Ometepe Island, Nicaragua Qf Qutrage against tWs type 

of activity, especially when it is driven by municipal 
authorities protected by subordinates, who are hiding 
behind a mistaken view of their autonomy. 

Natural reserves are the only natural land formations 
protected by law. However, in Nicaragua the govern- 
ment doesn't have sufficient personnel to adequately 
protect and maintain a presence in the 73 protected 
areas of the country, which cover 1 7 percent of the land. 
Given this difficulty, non-governmental agencies have 
been given the work of protecting these lands, denounc- 
ing the abuses of those who have exploited their power 
for profit and demanding that these predators be pun- 
ished to the fullest extent of the law. 

The members of the Ometepe Foundation are devoted 
to the conservation of the natural riches of the Reserva 
Natural Isla de Ometepe. We are trying to set a precedent 
in a country inexperienced with conservation. If we can 
succeed in making the authorities legally responsible 
for the destruction of the reserve, it would be the first 
time in Nicaraguan history and a great achievement for 
conservation in all of Central America. 

It is a difficult task, and for this reason we are asking 
help preserving the environment and denouncing the 
local corruption. For more information or any sugges- 
tions about Ometepe, please contact us at 
ometepe@ometepe.org; www.ometepe.org. 


Taiwan Developers Swoop on Remaining Spoonbills 


f 

"Black Diamond Bloc" in 
Davos, Switzerland 

Anti-free trade protesters, some 
clad in black ski masks and wielding 
skis, tried to force their way through 
police lines to disrupt the World Eco- 
nomic Forum in Davos, Switzerland, 
on January 29. 

Waving banners denouncing the an- 
nual gathering, protesters smashed win- 
dows of corporate shops, cars and 
McDonald's. With them was militant 
French peasant leader Jose Bove, who 
had been invited but refused to take part 
in discussions at the forum. 

Police equipped with a water cannon 
halted the marchers some 500 yards 
from the Davos conference center, and 
tburee policemen were injured. Police 
also used tear gas and rubber bullets to 
quiet the crowd bf 1,500. 

Lesbian Avengers hijack bus 

The Lesbian Avengers, an under- 
ground direct-action, sexual liberation 
army stopped a Stagecoach double- 
decker bus at London's Piccadilly Cir- 
cus and painted it pink. The February 
7 action was to demand an end to 
Section 28, a law that prohibits dis- 
cussing homosexuality in schools. 

Holding a banner that read "STOP! in 
the name bf love," one group of women 
brought the number 15 bus to a halt. 
Others climbed on to the roof, hanging 
banners on either side while the vehicle 
was painted bright pink. Nearby, an- 
other group of women climbed the statue 
of Eros and hung a banner proclaiming 
"Let there be love." 

The 15 bus route is operated by Stage- 
coach buses, whose boss, Brian Souter, 
has donated half a million pounds to 
the Scottish campaign to keep Section 
28. According to press reports, Souter 
intends to build a huge movement to 
oppose any change in the law to drop 
the discriminatory legislation. 

PETA dumps on Bush 

In early February an animal rights 
activist wearing a pig mask dumped a 
truckload of dried manure at the door of 
Tommy's Country Ham House, where 
Texas Governor George W. Bush had 
just polished off his breakfast of pan- 
cakes and bacon. 

The protester, from People for the 
Ethical Treatment of Animals, aban- 
doned the dump truck in the path of 
Bush's presidential campaign bus. A sign 
on the side of the truck said "Meat 
Stinks." Police grabbed the protester. As 
theydraggedhimaway,heyelled, "Meat 
is murder! Pork is death!'' 

Bush was about 50 feet away when the 
dumper arrived. Laughing, the gover- 
nor joked: "I sure am glad I had my 
bacon for breakfast." 

Bike locks for Black Mesa 

On February 2, one day after Con- 
gress’ Accommodation Agreement in 
the decades-old tribal land dispute be- 
tween Navajo, Hopi and Peabody Coal 
in northern Arizona could be enforced, 
two protesters advocating native rights 
locked themselves together at US Sena- 
tor JohnMcCain's Tucson office. Both 
were arrested and charged with disor- 
derly conduct and trespassing. 

The two were taken into custody after 
city workers cut the bicycle locks from 
their necks with a grinder. About 20 
people demonstrated outside, voicing 
their concerns over the relocation. 

According to McCain-sponsored leg- 
islation from 1996, Navajos living on 
Hopi land without a lease would be 
considered trespassers after January 30. 
The agreement forces the relocation, 
and represents a land grab for Peabody 
who wants theland that isrich with coal 
and uranium deposits. 


By Matt Smelter 

In EF!J, August-September 1998 an 
article appeared about the black-faced 
spoonbill and a major 
threat it was facing in 
Taiwan. Considered by 
some the rarest bird in 
the world, the spoon- 
bill winters in the 
coastal wetlands of 
Taiwan's Tsengwen 
River. At that point, 
an Environmental Im- 
pact Assesment (EIA) 
for the petrochemical 
development in a rare 
wetland ecosystem 
was being studied. 

Although more than 
half the 550 remaining 
birds migrate to this 
area, the EIA for the 
Binnan Industrial Complex was ap- 
proved without warning on December 


17, 1999. It appears that the March 
2000 presidential election was a fac- 
tor in the decision. According to the 
Taipei Times this action was an at- 
tempt on the part of 
KMT candidate Lien 
Chan to pander to 
business interests. 

Environmental- 
ists, legislators and 
local fishermen im- 
mediately expressed 
outrage. Spoonbill 
Action Voluntary 
Echo (SAVE) has 
called upon Taiwan's 
scientific commu- 
nity to speak out. 
"In the glare of the 
| international spot- 
I light, the same 
brush of cronyism 
and corruption 
taints all involved. It is a poor reflec- 
tion upon the validity and legiti- 


macy of scientific study if science is so 
easily bought and sold. We call upon 
the many EIA committee members 
who were left out of these secret and 
undemocratic proceedings to stand 
up and oppose this decision." 

With no fewer than 30 conditions 
attached to Binnan's approval, a great 
deal of uncertainty still exists. The pro- 
tection area for the critically endangered 
black-faced spoonbill currently proposed 
by the government is woefully short of 
the 100,000-hectare area needed. Activ- 
ists continue to press for the project's 
proposed site to be designated a "Wet- 
land of International Importance" un- 
der the Ramsar Convention. 

For more information, contact SAVE 
International, University of Califor- 
nia-Berkeley, Department of Land- 
scape Architecture and Environmental 
Planning, 202 Wurster Hall, Berkeley, 
CA 94720; (510)594-9466; 

bbutler@uclink4.berkeley.edu; 
www.earthisland.org/save. 



The endangered black-faced spoonbill 
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Trees Cut at Glen of the Downs 


by Colin Fox and 
Kathleen O'Hara 

Ireland's Glen of the 
Downs Nature Reserve suf- 
fered a major blow in mid- 
February as the Wicklow 
County Council and ac- 
companying gardai (po- 
lice) evicted the Glen 
Guardians, who had been 
continuously occupying 
the threatened area for 
nearly three years (for more information, see EF!J, 
February-March 2000). The mixed hardwood reserve 
lost up to 700 trees and 13 protesters are in jail. The 
approved road plan would further destroy 1,000-plus 
trees and seriously interfere with the Glen water table. 
The campaign continues with renewed vigour. This 
has been the biggest and longest-running nonviolent 
direct action campaign in Ireland, and has turned the 
tide of public opinion regarding our natural heritage. 

With the eviction came the brutal treatment of the 
Guardians. A Wicklow County Council digger dumped 
a pile of branches on a pregnant woman in the Glen 
on February 22. On the same day, a Dublin eco-activist 
was picked up by the digger and dumped on the 
ground. The same man fell 15 feet when the tree he 
was in was felled. Neither was arrested. 

Gardai arrested two eco-warriors on February 23 
after they chained themselves to lorries removing 
felled trees from the Glen. One of the men used a 
bicycle clamp to attach his neck to the bumper of a 
truck while another chained himself to the under- 
carriage. A team of gardai, unable to open the 
clamp, had to remove the bumper from the lorry. 
However, it was impossible to fit the bumper into a 
gardai car, so a van was brought to the scene. The 
guardians were then conveyed at Greystones Gardai 
Station, one of them still locked to the bumper. 
Thirteen eco-activists have been imprisoned indefi- 
nitely because they refused to give up their right to 
protect the national nature reserve. The Dublin 
representative of the Dalai Lama delivered a purple 
iris to each of the Glen women prisoners. 

Wicklow County Council Chairman George Jones 
has lied about the total number of trees cut in the 
Glen. Twelve hours after Jones told the media that 
there would be no more trees cut, more were felled in 
the Glen. Other trees were labeled with painted num- 
bers by the Council as well. Council workers, accom- 
panied by gardai attempt to clear and cut daily. 

The peaceful presence in the Glen continues. Glen 
Guardians, both on site and around the country, 
affirm their commitment to protect the land and the 


trees from lawless destruction. 

There are many things cur- 
rently at stake in the Glen: 

• Margot Wallstrom, Eu- 
| ropean Commission Envi- 
| ronmental Commissioner, 
| has received many com- 
« ments about the Glen as a 
| candidate Special Area of 
| Conservation (cSAC) and has 
1 approached the Irish Gov- 
ernment with expert advice 
that it has ignored in the past. 

• Despite Wicklow County Council's saying they 
have finished felling, this is actually just the first cut. 
Second and third cuts are also planned by the council. 
This involves felling several hundred trees on land it 
does not own and is still classified as a nature reserve. 

• The planned excavations on the western side of 
the Glen would seriously affect the water table and 
could lead to dangerous landslides. A leading inde- 
pendent hydrogeologist says the council's plans are 
seriously flawed from an engineering point of view 
and could lead to an ecological disaster. The council 
has consistently refused to grant him a hearing. 

• Legal precedent for other nature reserves is at issue. 
The council has failed to fulfill its legal obligations in 
several instances, including an Environmental Im- 
pact Study that is required by both Irish and European 
law. The council's effort (a partial study of part of the 
Glen) is clearly inadequate. It was ruled inadequate by 
a High Court judge, and yet he still gave the go ahead, 
effectively letting them off. 

• The council's plan to fell trees in the nature reserve 
(beyond the land they "acquired") is in clear violation 
of the Wildlife Act. A High Court judge gave the 
council permission to break this law and kindly of- 
fered to amend it for them afterwards. 

• Right to lawful protest has surfaced here as 
well. The dispute between the Glen protesters and 
Wicklow County Council is a civil matter. None 
of the protesters has been found guilty of a crimi- 
nal offence or even accused of one! Misuse of the 
contempt of court law has seen 13 of us impris- 
oned without trial for exercising our legal right to 
protest. If this situation is allowed to go un- 
checked, where will it lead? 

All this results in the setting of a precedent that 
effectively strips away legal protection of all 
Ireland's nature reserves, leaving them open to 
destruction by all manner of developments. We 
implore anybody who cares about these issues to 
visit the Glen and get involved. 

For more information about future demonstra- 
tions contact glenofthedowns@ireland.com. 



Revelers celebrate at the glen before the saws come. 



Brandenburg Gate in Berlin with "Stop Itoiz Dam" banner. 


S0UIMI@S CON ITOIZ STORMS BERLIN 

About 100 supporters of the direct action group 
Solidari@s con Itoiz demonstrated on the world famous 
Brandenburg Gate in Berlin on January 24. Three 
activists locked down while two others hung off the 
gate on ropes to protest the destructive Itoiz Dam 
project in the Basque Country of northern Spain and 
the five year prison terms given to each of their eight 
comrades after a peaceful direct action. The massive 
banner was put in the front of a nearby building 
during the demonstration. 

The next day three activists climbed up the 1095- 
foot TV tower at Berlin- Alexanderplatz. They planned 
to install a hanging tent in order to camp on the tower 
and a 90x9-foot banner saying “Itoiz StAudamm Stop” 
(Stop Itoiz Dam). Climbers used the steel cables of the 
cleaning elevator, used for washing the outside of the 



tower, as safeties. Unfortunately, strong winds pre- 
vented the installation of the hanging tent and al- 
though climbers unfurled the banner, it was quickly 
destroyed by police who could access it from inside 
the tower. All were forced 
down by 5 p.m. 
and were de- 
tained shortly 
by the police. 

No fines 
have been 
determined 
yet. For more 
information 
contact, 

Solidari@s con 
I t o i z , U n a 
Behrendt 
Batzan, Nagusia 
Kalea 38-5B, E- 
31001 Iruna, 

NatarroaE.H. 
solidarias 
@gmx.de; 
www.um 
brunch- 
bildarc 
hive.de. 



"We are all in this shit together" proclaimed 
the agit-prop handouts. As we went around 
the room the first morning to hear reports ; 
from a multitude of active campaigns, one 
got an idea of just how important this is. The 
Blatant Incitement Collective was there, so 
were folks from Reclaim the Streets, London 
Greenpeace, Brighton's Rebel Alliance and 
Do or Die. Also attending were the old EF! 
Action Update collective from Leeds and the 
new one from Newcastle, as revolutionary 
affinity groups from all over the UK gathered 
in Oxford for the Earth First! Winter Moot to 
celebrate diversity, challenge uniformity and 
discuss how to actualize our dreams of danc- 
ing on the ruins. 

Organizers demonstrated an admirable sense 
of humor and humility in their roles as facilita- 
tors, and EF!UK seems to have long ago realized 
that large groups were ineffective forums for 
serious dialogue. The first thing we did was 
number-off to randomly divide into small 
groups of about ten people to discuss predeter- 
mined agenda items. Doing it this way gave 
activists a chance to meet other Earth Firstlers, 
communicate more freely, and to get a feeling 
for the diversity of opinion and experience that 
exists within the broader movement. And ev- 
eryone returned to their own regional group 
with new feedback to contribute. 

The first item on the agenda was a discussion 
of "The state, society and our reaction... are we 
escalating our resistance and how scary is that?" 
The fight against global capitalism has gone 
global in a big way over the past year as evi- 
denced by the events surrounding J 1 8 and N30. 

As the tempo of environmental devastation 
escalates and domination becomes more perva- 
sive, provocative and powerful, it seems inevi- 
table that the resistance must do so as well. Yet 
we are understandably disturbed by seeing our 
friends tear-gassed, beat up and imprisoned by 
the agents of repression (Robert Thaxton got 
seven years for allegedly throwing a rock at a 
cop in the US, and 56 people have been arrested 
in the UK for J18 related activities.) 

Small group discussions the next day on 
short- and long-term strategy were inconclu- 
sive, both because EFIUK's decentralized activ- 
ists refuse to speak collectively or to proclaim 
grand answers, and because they've been in a 
quandary as to "where next?" ever since the 
success of the 1992-97 anti-roads campaigns. 

As space was scarce, only the six most popular 
campaigns were discussed wholey, with other 
campaigns discussed in a pub across the road. 
Campaigns included genetics, Cage (against 
prison-building and prison labor), the Anti- 
Terrorism Bill (set to abolish open civil disobe- 
dience in the UK), and solidarity with the U'wa, 
as well as organizational matters. The best at- 
tended, most important workshop was on May 
Day, the "next big thing" for EF!UK. 

Since May Day's a public holiday in the UK, 
all business targets would already be closed, 
and so it'd be an empty protest, not direct 
action. Rather than accept this fait d'accompli, 
most there said they'd organize local street 
parties instead of putting energy into a big 
protest in London. 

The group, MayDay 2000 has learned the hard 
way how EF!UK works democratically without 
formal democratic structures. By rejecting their 
dictatorial style and crude "anti-capitalism," EF!UK 
must now consider revolutionary models that 
don't involve mass manipulation and going toe- 
to-toe with our oppressors, a game Euston N30 
(London's anti-WTO action) showed us the state 
already knows how to easily contain and control. 


March-April 2000 Earth First!. Rage IS. 




BBB pies San Francisco Supervisor Gavin Newsom. 

by The ComPIEler 


Political pie throwing has a long his- 
tory. It took off in Europe in 1973 with 
Belgian surrealist, Noel Godin's, famous 
pieing of Marilyn Monroe. Its roots go 
back to 19th century music halls, and 
it was practiced by the Marx Brothers 
and the Dadaist art movement. 

Today the crusade is spreading itself 
thick with the ever evolving Biotic 
Baking Brigade (BBB). The redoubt- 
able BBB has exemplified underground 
eco-activism in recent years with its 
avowed goal of pie-rect action — at- 
tacking global capitalism full in the 
face with pie. Its tried and pied list of 
entartements includes technocrats, 
policy makers, heads of trade bodies, 
politicians and corporate honchos. By 
the BBB's own admission, the two- 
fold path of the modern warrior is no 
longer that of the sword and the pen, 
but the pie and the keyboard. Few 
weapons are as effective in subverting 
an event as pie served in an uncon- 
ventional fashion rounded off with a 
captivating press release. 

The pieing of Chuck Foldenauer, head 
of a uranium mine owned by General 
Atomics (US-based nuclear giant) in 
late December was but one splat in a 
long line of confectionery attacks per- 
petrated over the last couple of months. 
He was hit in south Australia by the 


Just when you thought it was safe 
to support Aboriginal rights 
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On May 4 and 5, the Friends of the 
Lubicon (FoL) will be back in court. 
Forestry multinational Daishowa is try- 
ing to overturn an Ontario, Canada, 
court decision that ruled people in 
Ontario have the right to organize a 
consumer boycott of Daishowa prod- 
ucts. At the same time, Daishowa has 
contracted the "logging rights" to a 
forestry company in an area which 
includes Lubicon Lake Indian Nation 
traditional territory. 

In May 1998, Daishowa filed for ap- 
peal of an Ontario Court ruling that 
rejected Daishowa's application for a 
permanent injunction against a con- 
sumer boycott which the company said 
had cost it over $14 million in lost 
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Pies, Eclaires Fly at Corporate 
Targets; the Round, Creamy and 
Tasty Revolution Continues 


m<i 


very tastv 
forapastry- 
must’ve cost 
a lot of dough— 

... 

and the bakers 
are good makers 
of news stories 


"humps not dumps" women, a group 
of anti-uranium camel crusaders. 

Michael Camdessus, managing di- 
rector of the International Monetary 
Fund, was targeted by the pastry com- 
mandos as he arrived at the United 
Nations Conference on 
Trade and Development 
on January 1. Interest- 
ingly, the United Na- 
tions declined to press 
charges against the con- 
fectionery flinger. 

Also in January, sci- 
entist Keith Campbell, 
co-creator of Dolly the 
sheep, was hit full in 
the face with a custard 
pie at a talk in Sussex, 

England. That attack 
was carried out by Lon- 
don-based anarchist 
group PIE (People In- 
surgent Everywhere). 

On January 28, the 
last day of the Confer- 
ence on Biosafety in 
Montreal, Canada, the 
merry pies flew in the 

face of GE food pro- 

moter John Herity of En- 
vironment Canada. Herity, co-chair 
of the Canadian delegation but repre- 
senting the Miami group, was sur- 
rounded by Greenpies. These agents 
are committed to a world where CEOs 
and governments do not mate, be- 






you can throw. 

in the kitchen 
they must pitch in) 
arms in flour 
to the elbows, 

while crea 
innovating 
tarts to fling 
at CEOs. 


— Dennis Fritzinger, 

POET LAUREATE OF THE 
GLOBAL PASTRY UPRISING 


cause when they do, their off- 
spring (like the WTO) are de- 
formed and mutated. Herrity's hit 
followed the pieing of Canadian 
Minister of Health, Alan Rock, and 
World Coalition on Biotechnology 
President, Joyce Grooke, in 
an incredible hat trick by 
Montreal's Les Entartistes 
earlier in the conference. 

British Agricultural Min- 
ister Nick Brown on Febru- 
ary 1, had a chocolate eclair 
smeared his face. The inci- 
dent came halfway through 
an angry confrontation be- 
tween Mr. Brown and farm- 
ers at their European Union 
Conference in France. Del- 
egate after delegate, at least 
one in tears, lined up to 
berate the minister over the 
government's lack of help 
for agriculture. 

Meanwhile, at the 
Grosvenor House Hotel in 
London, Indonesian Presi- 
dent Abdurrahman Wahid 
arrived along with 10 min- 
_ isters and 100 Indonesian 
corporate directors for a 
business seminar with 400 invited del- 
egates from British industry. They were 
greeted by about 25 protesters, pie 
prepared and ready to fling. The dem- 
onstrators, disguised with West 
Papuan tribesmen masks, blockaded 


m 


mm 



the entrance preventing the delega- 
tion from entering the hotel and 
sprayed fake blood across the hotel 
steps. The delegates were harangued 
through a megaphone and greeted 
with: "Good morning suits! You are 
not anonymous, you are not invis- 
ible — if you invest in genocide we will 
target you! Your offices will be occu- 
pied, your homes will be visited. Wel- 
come to the world of resistance!" Cus- 
tard pies were flung after a portable pie 
strategy was decided upon, and piers 
were issued foil pie trays, a carton of 
ready made custard and an aerosol can 
of whipped cream. This proved useful 
as the piers were able to hide behind a 
banner set at an angle and could con- 
tinue making new pies as needed. The 
pies, although none made a full-on 
direct hit, got everyone — delegates, se- 
curity and blockades. 

The BBB preaches an autonomous, 
diffuse and widespread global pastry 
uprising against corporate power and 
ecological destruction. 


Daishowa Appeals Right to Boycott Ruling 


revenue. Lubicon supporters started 
the consumer boycott in 1991 in re- 
sponse to Daishowa's threat to clearcut 
on unceded Lubicon traditional terri- 
tory in northern Alberta at the rate of 
up to 11,000 trees per day. 

In June 1998, when Daishowa finally 
agreed not to cut or buy wood cut on 
unceded Lubicon Nation territories until 
a land rights settlement was reached 
between the Lubicon and both levels of 
government, the Lubicon Nation called 
off the successful boycott. 

However, Daishowa did not aban- 
don its appeal of the ruling that al- 
lowed people to organize a consumer 
boycott of Daishowa products. 
Daishowa's pursuit of the appeal, 
coupled with actions by Daishowa this 
past year, bring into question the sin- 
cerity of its written commitment. 

First, on February 23, 1999, the 
Alberta provincial government an- 
nounced that significant parts of 
Daishowa's former Forest Manage- 
ment Area would be re-allocated to 
other parties. Some of the lands being 
re-allocated included the southeast 
portion of Lubicon traditional territo- 
ries. Daishowa had relinquished the 
timber rights in that portion in con- 
junction with its commitment to not 
log Lubicon lands. Shortly after a call 
for interest in logging these areas went 
out, the names of a group of Indian 
bands from the region including the 
government-created Woodland Cree 
Band, the Loon River Band, and the 
Whitefish Band — along with 


Daishowa Marubeni International 
(DMI) — showed up on a proposal to 
log in Daishowa's former area in the 
southeast portion of Lubicon land. 
The joint proposal indicated that the 
bands would do the logging and sell 
the wood to Daishowa. 

Then on May 28, 1999, DMI an- 
nounced that it had signed a major 
five-year timber contract with Kee Tas 
Kee Now Logging Ltd. — a joint ven- 
ture involving the Woodland, Loon 
and Whitefish Bands. Their contract 
stipulates that they log a minimum of 
1 00,000 cubic metres of wood per year. 
Daishowa will then process the wood 
at their Peace River pulp mill. They 
were set to log "northeast of the Peace 
River," according to a DMI press re- 
lease, and northeast of the Lubicon 
"area of concern" according to DMI 
communications manager Ewa Ardiel 
at the time of the announcement. 

However, that is only part of the 
story. According to an informed 
source, DMI still retains "timber rights" 
in the western half of the 4,000-square- 
mile unceded Lubicon traditional ter- 
ritory and has contracted out those 
"logging rights" to Kee Tas Kee Now. 
Whether the new logging consortium 
will act on those "rights" to log within 
the Lubicon traditional territory is not 
yet clear. What happens to Daishowa's 
commitment not to buy wood cut in 
Lubicon territory should its new part- 
ners move in to clearcut unceded 
Lubicon territory is also unclear. 

If Daishowa is indeed honouring its 


word — and its written promises — why 
are they yet again seeking to tie up 
Lubicon supporters in court and at- 
tempting to outlaw even the possibil- 
ity of a renewed Daishowa boycott? 

The province of Alberta announced 
in October 1999 it would not re-allo- 
cate the southeast portion of Lubicon 
lands until some time in the future. 
There is little doubt in our minds that 
if Daishowa's renewed effort to si- 
lence public debate through legal sanc- 
tion is successful, outside interests will 
expeditiously renew their efforts to 
clearcut the Lubicon forest. 

As for everyone's right to organize 
public action against injustice, corpo- 
rate misdeeds and the like, if FoL is 
silenced here, then we will all have 
marched one step closer to becoming a 
society with free speech for the corpo- 
ration and a muzzle for everyone else. 

Send letters of protest to President, 
Daishowa Paper Manufacturing Co. 
Ltd., Asahi-Tokai Building, 2-6-1 
Otemachi, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100, 
Japan, and send copies of the letter to 
Tokiro Kawamura, President, 
Daishowa-Marubeni International, 
Suite 1700, 1095 West Pender Street, 
Vancouver, BC V6E 2M6, Canada; 
(604) 684-0512 (fax). 

Please forward responses received to 
FoL, and for more information con- 
tact us at 485 Ridelle Ave., Toronto, 
Ontario M6B 1K6 T; (416) 763-7500; 
535-7810 (fax); fol@tao.ca; 
www.tao.ca/~fol. 

— Friends of the Lubicon 





A logger's chainsaw from a Korean multinational in the rainforest of Nicaragua. Central America’s rainforests are 
disappearing at a tragic rate. La motosierra de un lenador de una transnational koreana en la selva de Nicaragua. 
El bosque lluvioso de America Central esta desapareciendo a una velocidad tragica. foto: Langelle/ACERCA 


Central America 


Environment Under Fire 


Central America is a region cele- 
brated for its natural wealth and beauty. On 
the Pacific side, majestic volcanoes slope 
down to fertile checkerboard plains and rich 
coastal mangrove swamps. To the east, 
pine-covered mountains and cloud forests 
of the cooler interior highlands descend into 
dense tropical rainforests, sliced by steam- 
ing rivers headed for the sparkling warm 
waters of the Caribbean. Numerous fresh- 
water lakes sit nestled in a rolling green 
landscape— an environment home to 
jaguars, monkeys, manatees, snakes, 
lizards, parrots, frogs, and other unique 
wildlife of almost infinite variety. North 
American songbirds such as the thrush, 
warbler, and flycatcher depend half the year 
in Central America's lush jungles and high- 
lands. For eons this crumpled isthmus has 
served as a jgy § . • 
bridge and tran- jJSKjjf Jajjp 

sition zone for : IS# “ 

tropical and tern- ‘ * T 
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banned in the United States are exported to 
Central America where they poison thou- 
sands of agricultural laborers each year. 
Much of the land, water table, and food 
chain along the Pacific coast is severely 
contaminated with these carcinogenic poi- 
sons. Unburdened by protective regula- 
tions, industries freely dump toxic chemi- 
cals into the environment. Those chemical 
wastes have combined with agricultural 
residues and untreated sewage effluents to 
destroy water supplies. 

The United States is also at war 
with nature in Central America. ... [T]he 
United States has supported brutal coun- 
terinsurgency campaigns and Vietnam-style 
"scorched-earth" tactics, further devastating 
the forests and fields of Guatemala and El 
Salvador, while killing hundreds of thou- 
mk sands of people 
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today, Central Birds in the Central American rainforest. Pajaros en una selva measures 


America's envi- eentmamericana. 
ronment is under fire. Across the entire 
region, virtually every major ecosystem is 
rapidly being destroyed. The stark reality 
of this ecological devastation is shocking. 
[Well over] two-thirds of the original tropi- 
cal rainforests have been felled, with most 
of the deforestation taking place since 1950. 
... Thousands of species of flora and fauna 
are in danger of extinction or have already 
been eliminated. Soil erosion is so bad that 
[over] half of all farmland has been dam- 
aged, resulting in steady declines in agricul- 
tural productivity. The consequent destruc- 


foto: Langelle/ACERCA undertaken by a 
poor third world country. And even now, as 
many of these wars have, for the moment, 
ended..., the United States has failed to 
develop a coherent policy for the economic 
and ecological reconstruction of the region, 
let alone a comprehensive program that 
would address the root causes of poverty, 
war, and environmental destruction. As a 
result. Central America is now facing a 
social and ecological crisis unparalleled in 
its history. 

—Daniel Faber, from Environment Under 
Fire, Imperialism and the Ecological Crisis 


tion of major watersheds is responsible for t^Srcentral America Faber is on the ACER- 


the siltation of waterways, including flood- 
ing, drought, and hundreds of millions of 
dollars in damage annually to the Central 
American economy. 

The ecological crisis is also a mat- 
ter of life and death for the region's small 
farmers and workers. Deadly pesticides 


CA Advisory Board and was the former 
research director with the Environmental 
Project on Central America (EPOC A). He 
is also a professor of Sociology at 
Northeastern University in Boston, MA. 
His latest book is The Struggle for 
Ecological Democracy. 


About ACERCA 



ACERCA (Action for Community and multinational corporations, policy makers. 
Ecology in the Regions of Central trade organizations like the FTAA (Free 
America) is a project of the Alliance for Trade Area of the Americas), and the WTO 
Global Justice and member of the Native (World Trade Organization) and repressive 
Forest Network. ACERCA emerged after financial institutions such as the World 
groups such as the Environmental Project Bank and International Monetary Fund 
on Central America (EPOC A) (IMF) to stop their harmful 

disbanded in the early 90’s. practices in indigenous 

ACERCA formed to fill the j /~~rT communities. This tech- 
pressing need for international nique has been enormous- 

response to the environmental ^ m ty successful and in 1998 

and human rights abuses I led us to kelp stop a 

occurring in the Central 150,000 acre timber sale in 

American region. \ the Nicaraguan rainforest. 

ACERCA is comprised of ACERCA’ s identity 

activists, organizers, research- developed out of an under- 

ers, educators and volunteers, who togeth- standing of the inherent finks between the 
er develop strategies and implement ideas, economic globalization and poverty, injus- 
We first became involved in southeastern tice, militarization, and environmental 
Mexico and Nicaragua, after being asked destruction. Our strategy involves using 
by the peoples of those areas to become Central America as a lens through which 
involved. ACERCA delegations to these people might more easily view these con- 
regions serve as tools to increase aware- nections between politics and ecology, 
ness of the struggles of local indigenous Ultimately, we see ACERCA’s efforts as 
communities. ACERCA also works to being vital to help stop the tide of destruc- 
expose the power imbalance which allows tion, both to the environment and to all the 
most cultural and environmental destruc- inhabitants of Central America, 
tion to take place. ACERCA’ s Achievements 

One goal of ACERCA is to unite envi- * ACERCA has led several environmen- 

ronmental and solidarity activists, tal justice delegations to Central America 
Unchecked economic globalization is and Southeastern Mexico. These delegations 
accelerating. As it does, so does the war on have focussed on diverse issues including 
the poor, the destruction of indigenous cul- eucalyptus plantations (some to include 
ture, and the ravaging of the natural world, genetically engineered trees) on campesino 
Only united will we be strong enough to lands, effects of NAFTA, concerns of 
successfully challenge economic global- Zapatista Autonomous Municipalities of 
ization, and end the suffering of millions Chiapas, and the Dry Canal Megaproject in 
and protect diverse ecosystems. Mexico’s Isthmus of Tehuantepec. In addi- 

ACERCA is in a unique position to tion, we led the first delegation to Nicaragua 
bring together these two spheres of activism, after Hurricane Mitch, exposing (he rolej 

Our work in Central America merges issues environmental destruction played in exacer- 
both ecological and social. This has led us to bating the tragedy, 
provide an analysis which links these issues * In an effort to prevent globalization’s 
together in profound ways. devastating effects in this region, ACERCA 

Southeastern Mexico and Central has mobilized against the FTAA, the WTO, 
America clearly demonstrate the overlapping the Organization of American States 
of social and environmental issues. Poverty (OAS), and the World Bank and the IMF. 

as well as cultural and environmental ACERCA will continue to fight globaiiza- 

destruction occur hand in hand. We ase these tion through work on trade issues, and by 
clear examples to educate organizations and leading delegations to the region to exam- 
individuals about these inherent interconnec- ine the effects of free trade on the peoples 
tions to achieve our goal of uniting these and economies there, 
movements. We have all seen the power of » To better facilitate communication 
movements which unite with a common goal, between activists, ACERCA is compiling a 

We are working to make such collaborations database of Central American NGOs, envi- 

the rule rather than the exception. ronmental, social, and indigenous groups 

The corporations and governments which will be accessible through our web 

that perpetuate social, economic, and envi- page and distributed in print, 
ronmental injustice are unified in their • ACERCA will continue to expose the 
goals. We who have a vision of a better dangers of the dry canals proposed for 
world cannot afford to divide ourselves Nicaragua, Mexico’s Isthmus of 
into narrow, competitive movements. Tehuantepec and Colombia, working to 

ACERCA also aids the struggles of the connect the threatened communities of toe 
indigenous inhabitants of Central America three regions to help empower them to j 
and Mexico by gathering information become more effective, 
directly from them regarding their strug- To Contact ACERCA: 

gles, for dissemination globally, nationally PO Box 57, Burlington, VT 05402 
and locally. We then use our organization- (802) 863-0571 ph / (802) 864-8203 fax 
al and media contacts to apply pressure to acerca@sover.net www.acerca.org 


Become a member!/ \Hazte miembro! 

(The support of our members goes directly to our campaigns) 

(Todo los aportes de nuestros miembros son directamente invertidos en nuestras campahas .) 

yes! I want to support ACERCA’s work. I have enclosed: 

Si, deseo colaborar con el trabajo de ACERCA . Mi aporte es: 

$10-25 low income $35 member $50 sponsor $100+ patron 

I want to order: The Zapatistas and Rainforest of Chiapas video: $20 report: $3 

Si, deseo adquirir Los Zapatistas y la Selva Lacandona" video: $20 informe: $3 

(sdlo en ingtes) 

Name/ N ombre 


Address/ Direccidn 


Phone/ Telefono email/corrco electronico: 

(make check payable to ACERCA and send to, POB 57, Burlington, VT 05402 USA) 

( Cheques deben ser exteruMos a ACERCA y enviados a POX 57, Burlington, VT, 05402 USA) 



(Action for Community and Ecology in the Regions 

ACERCA is a US based non-profit organization which emerged out of the pre 
ACERCA uses Central America as a lens through which to expose the inheren 

ACERCA es una organization estadounidense sin fines de lucro que surgid de la 
paises cercanos. ACERCA utiliza a Centroamerica como un lente por el que se e. 


Southeastern Mexico caught the attention of the world 
onJanuary 1,1994 when many indigenous people of Chiapas 
(under the banner of the Zapatista Army of National 
Liberation-EZLN) rose up in opposition to the 
North American Free Trade Agreement 
(NAFTA). NAFTA forced the rewriting of Article 
27 of the Mexican Constitution, ending land distribution to 
campesinos (peasants) and decades of hard work towards 
agrarian land reforms. Additionally, NAFTA restructured the 
economies of the continent, favoring big business and putting 
unjust stress on smaller, local commerce. 

Although much of the media coverage has died 
down, the Zapatista uprising continues. Due to the insur- 
rection, the area has experienced intense militarization. A 
huge concentration of Mexican forces is now located 
amidst the poorest and least populated area in the country, 
equipped with US armored personnel carriers and heli- 
copters (supposedly sent to fight the drug war). Much of 
the rebellion is concentrated in the Lacandon rainforest. 

Southeastern Mexico is a resource rich area. 
Petroleum, minerals, and timber are all abundant here, 
and are coveted by multinationals. 

The geographic location of SE Mexico’s Isthmus of 
Tehuantepec makes it very attractive for the construction 
of a dry canal, plans for which are already underway. 
Called the ‘Megaproject’, these designs to establish a sys- 
tem of multi-lane highways, high-speed rail lines, and oil 
pipelines have attracted 146 additional development pro- 
jects, including maquiladoras (sweatshops), shrimp farms, 
tree plantations, oil refineries and hydroelectric facilities. 
These plans will destroy the Chimalapa rainforest, which 
is the most intact and biodiverse rainforest in Mexico. 

El sudeste de Mexico capto la atencion del mundo el 
1°. de enero de 1994 cuando muchos indlgenas de 
Chiapas (bajo la bandera del Ejercito Zapatista de 


SE Mexico 


Liberacion Nacional, el EZLN) se alzd en oposicion con- 
tra el Tratado de Libre Comercio (TLC). El TLC forzo el 
cambio del articulo 27 de la constitution mexicana para 
terminar la distribution de tierras a 
los campesinos, y decadas de trabajo 
duro a favor de la reforma agraria. 
Ademas, el TLC reestructurd todas las economias dentro 
del continente favoreciendo a los grandes negocios y pre- 
sionando injustamente al pequeho comercio local. 

Aunque la mayor parte de la cobertura de los 
medios de comunicacion haya disminuido, el levan- 
tamiento zapatista continua. Debido a la insurrection, el 
area ha experimentado una extensa militarizacidn. Una 
enorme concentration de fuerzas militares mexicanas se 
localiza ahora entre las areas mas pobres y menos 
pobladas del pais, armada con camidnes y helicdpteros 
de los Estados Unidos (enviados supuestamente para 
combatir en la guerra contra las drogas). Gran parte de 
las fuerzas rebeldes se encuentran en la selva lacandona, 
la cual es un bosque tropical. El sudeste de Mexico es una 
zona rica en recursos naturales. El petroleo, los min- 
erals valiosos y la madera son abundantes y codiciados 
por las multinacionales. 

La ubicacion geografica del istmo de Tehuantepec lo 
hace muy atractivo para la construccion de un canal 
seco, para lo que ya existen planes. Llamado "el 
megaproyecto", este plan permitiria establecer un sis- 
tema de autopistas de alta velocidad con varios carriles, 
tuberias de petroleo en la parte mas angosta de Mexico, 
y otros proyectos de desarrollo adicionales, incluidas 
maquiladoras, crianza de camarones, plantacion de 
arboles, refinerias de petroleo e instalaciones hidroelec- 
tricas. Estos planes destruiran el bosque tropical de las. 
Chimalapas, que es el mas intacto y biodiverso de los 
bosques tropicales de Mexico. 


Belize is a young country, hav- 
ing gained independence from Great 
Britain on September 21, 1981. 

Low population pressure has tra- 
ditionally played a 
role in allowing 
this small country 
to retain most of its forests, of which 
40% are protected. Population, how- 
ever, is multiplying rapidly. 

As a young country, Belize has 
been able to avoid the accumulation 
of a large foreign debt, being spared 
the pressure to sell off its valuable 
rainforests for timber in order to pay 
back loans. 

The fact that most land in Belize 
is controlled by the government and 
is only available on a short-term lease 
basis, contributes to deforestation as 
it is difficult for farmers to utilize sus- 
tainable long-term farming practices. 

Other factors contributing to 
deforestation are logging contracts 
granted to Asian multinational timber 
companies in the southern part of the 
country, Guatemalans slipping across 
the unprotected border and stealing 
timber, and the conversion of rainfor- 
est to banana and citrus plantations. 

Belice es un pais joven, habien- 
do ganado su independencia de Gran 
Bretaha el 21 de septiembre de 1981. 


Belize/Belice 


La baja presion social ha jugado 
tradicionalmente el papel de permitir 
que este pequeho pais retenga mucha 
de su cobertura forestal, de la cual el 
40% esta protegida 
en parques nacion- 
ales y reservas. Sin 
embargo, la poblacion se multiplica 
rapidamente. 

Ser un pais nuevo le ha permiti- 
do a Belice evitar la acumulacion de 
una gran deuda externa, evitando asi 
la presion de tener que vender la 
madera de sus valiosos bosques trop- 
icales para pagar prestamos. 

El hecho de que la mayoria de 
la tierra en Belice sea controlada por 
el gobiemo, y que solo se permita su 
arrendamiento a corto plazo para los 
campesinos, contribuye a la defor- 
estacion, ya que es dificil para los 
granjeros llevar a cabo practicas 
agricolas sostenibles a largo plazo. 

Otros f adores que contribuyen a 
la deforestacion son los contratos 
madereros, cedidos a compahias 
madereras transnacionales asiaticas 
en la parte sur del pais; guatemalte- 
cos deslizandose a traves de una 
frontera sin protection y robando 
maderas, Asi como la conversion de 
los bosques tropicales a plantaciones 
de platanares y limonares. 


In Guatemala more than 200,000 people, mostly civilians, were killed 
in a brutal civil war which ended in December, 1996. The United Nations 
sponsored Truth Commission found that 94% of the murders were carried 
out by the Guatemalan state against its own people. 

Presently, the government is comprised of war criminals, 
and is led by a former military dictator who served during 
some of the heaviest repression. The conditions of extreme poverty which 
caused the war and led to thousands of Guatemalan deaths every year, con- 
tinue to worsen as free trade agreements and privatization of basic services 
make survival for the extremely poor increasingly difficult. 

Guatemala’s environment has also suffered, due to both natural disas- 
ters and intense corporate abuse. Oil exploration by multinationals is a con- 
tinuous and serious threat. 

Overuse of pesticides (among the highest in the world) has contributed 
to soil degradation, water pollution, and the poisoning of farm workers. The 
population of the northern lowlands has increased twenty-two fold over the 
past thirty years, resulting in the disappearance of half of its rainforest. 
Known as El Peten, this northern third of the country also contains the Sierra 
Madre Mountain range, which boasts the highest peak in Central America 
and includes many frequently erupting volcanoes. 

En Guatemala mas de 200.000 personas, principalmente civiles 
inocentes, fueron asesinados durante la guerra civil que finalizo en 
Diciembre de 1996. Las Naciones Unidas apoyaron el trabajo de una 
comision que establecid que un 94% de las muertes fueron cometidas por el 
estado guatemalteco en contra de su propia 
gente. 


Guatemala 


El gobiemo en ejercicio esta integrado por criminates de guerra y a la 
cabeza del partido gobemante esta quien fuera un dictador militar durante 
uno de los periodos de represion mas brutales. 

Las victimas de la represion patrocinada por el estado 
guatemalteco deben vivir observando como sus verdugos estan 
en control del actual gobiemo. 

Las condiciones de extrema pobreza, principal causa de la guerra y de 
la muerte de miles de guatemaltecos cada aho, se agrava aun mas con- 
side rando los efectos de los acuerdos de libre comercio y privatizaciones de 
servicios basicos, haciendo que para la poblacion extremadamente pobre de 
Guatemala sea mas dificil sobrevivir cada dia. 

El medio ambiente de Guatemala ha sufrido tanto a causa de los desas- 
tres naturales como por las corporaciones transnacionales. La exploration 
petrolera por las transnacionales se ha convertido en una frecuente y peli- 
grosa amenaza. 

El abuso de pesticidas (considerado uno de los mas altos en el mundo) 
ha contribuido al envenenamiento de trabajadores agricolas, a la 
degradacidn de la calidad de la tierra y a la contamination del agua. Las 
tierras del extremo norte han incrementado su poblacion en un 22% durante 
los ultimas 30 ahos, lo que ha causado la desaparicion de la mitad del 
bosque. En El Peten, region que ocupa un tercio del pais en el extremo 
norte, se encuentra la cadena montahosa Sierra Madre, que contiene la 
montaha mas alta de Centroamerica y, asimismo, una frecuente actividad 
volcanica. 




Mangrove habitat is being destroyed by shrimp farming and 
tourism. Los manglares estan siendo destruidos por la pesca de 
camarones y los centros turisme. foto: Jennifer Freedman 
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El Salvador 


From 1980 to 1992, the Farabundo Marti National 
Liberation Front (FMLN) in El Salvador fought a civil war 
against the military government . During 
the war, the US sent more than $5 billion 
to the government of El Salvador, con- 
tributing to the destruction of the environment and the killing 
of more than 75,000 people. 

The right-wing ARENA party that currently governs El 
Salvador has earnestly implemented the neoliberal economic 
policies called for by the World Bank, the IMF, and the WTO. 
The government has reduced social services, eliminated thou- 
sands of state jobs, and raised the sales tax to 13 percent. Free 
trade agreements have also forced the reduction of tariffs and 
quotas on imports, flooding the market with imported crops. 
This has forced peasant farmers to lower their own prices, driving 
them further into poverty. ARENA has also promoted the cre- 
ation of maquiladores (sweatshops that employ primarily young 
women at poverty wages to assemble products for export). 

With a strong social movement and a growing environ- 
mental consciousness, El Salvador provides a powerful exam- 
ple of resistance to neoliberalism and the creation of “global- 
ization desde abajo” (grassroots globalization). 

En el Salvador, entre 1980 y 1992, el Frente Farabundo 
Marti para la Liberacion Nacional (FMLN) se mantuvo en 


guerra contra el gobiemo militar. Durante esta guerra, los 
Estados Unidos enviaron mas de 5 mil millones de dolares al 
gobiemo de El Salvador, contribuyendo asi a la 
destruccion del medio ambiente y la matanza de 
mas de 75 mil personas. 

El partido derechista ARENA, que en el presente gobier- 
na El Salvador, ha implementado las medidas politicos y 
econdmicas neoliberales exigidas por el Banco Mondial, el 
Fondo Monetario International, y la Organization Mundial 
de Comercio. El gobiemo ha reducido los servicios sociales, 
eliminado miles de empleos estatales y elevado el impuesto de 
ventas al 13 %. Tambien han reducido tarifas y cuotas en las 
importaciones (junto con tratados de libre comercio), lo cual 
ha inundado el mercado de cosechas importadas. Esto ha 
forzado a los campesinos a reducir sus propios precios, 
hundiendolos mas en la pobreza. ARENA tambien ha pro- 
movido la creation de maquiladoras (fabrica donde se 
explota a los trabajadores, en la cual se emplea principal- 
mente a mujeres jovenes para ensamblar productos de 
exportation con salarios miserables). 

Con unfuerte movimiento social y una conciencia ambi- 
ental creciente, El Salvador provee un ejemplo poderoso de 
resistencia hacia el neoliberalismo, y la creation de una 
“ globalization desde abajo 


Costa Rica, a country rich in 
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s of Central America / Action para la Comunidady la Ecologia en la Region Centroamericana) 

ressing need for international response to the environmental and human rights abuses occurring in the greater Central American region. 

2 nt links between the globalization of the world economy and poverty, injustice, militarization and the destruction of the environment. 

la necesidad apremiante por una respuesta internacional a los abusos al ambiente y de los derechos humanos que estan ocurriendo en Centroamerica y en 
exponen los nexos inherentes entre la globalizacion de la economia mundial , la pobreza, la injusticia, la militarizacion y la destruccion del ambiente. 


n Honduras, eighteen marchers were 
ded at the Presidential Palace in the 
iest governmental repression of the 
le. On Oct. 12, 1999, 5,000 peaceful 
sters marched in Tegucigalpa, the 
uran capital, as part of a worldwide 
ment called "Cry of the Excluded" 
9 de los Excluidos). Indigenous and 
organizations gathered in 
figalpa to protest 507 
of conquest, drawing 
ion to on-going viola- 
of numerous economic, social, cultur- 
d- political rights of Hondurans as a 
: of economic globalization. 

The Honduran government has been 
d to accept neoliberal policies in order 
:eive financial support from the World 
and the Inter-American Development 
- These policies limit internal devel- 
:nt while focusing on wide spread 
rce exploitation by international and 
ompanies. 

The Honduran Development 
oration (COHDEFOR) has excluded 
enous peoples from participating in 
anning of a Biosphere Reserve in La 
[uitia. COHDEFOR claimed acreage 
n the reserve, leaving the Moskito 
enous people landless. COHDEFOR 
also ignored and aided in illegal log- 
practices on these stolen lands. 
Campesinos struggle to grow food for 
families on soil degraded by chemical 
•zers and Hurricane Mitch devasta- 
This overpopulated country has a 
poverty rate. 

En Honduras, el 12 de octubre de 1999, 
jcho manifestantes fueron gravemente 
'os en las cercanlas del Palacio 
dencial en una de las acciones represi- 


Honduras 


vas mas sangrientas de la decada. Mas de 
5.000 manifestantes pacificos marchamn en 
Tegucigalpa, capital de Honduras, unien- 
dose al movimiento mundial conocido como 
el "Grito de los Excluidos". 

Organizaciones indtgenas y de per- 
sonas de color se reunieron en Tegucigalpa 
para protestor contra los 507 ahos de con- 
quista y ademas, dirigir la atencion hacia 
las sistematicas y numerosas 
violaciones de los derechos 
econdmicos, sociales, cultur- 
ales y politicos que sufre la mayor parte de 
la poblacion hondureha, lo que se explica 
como una consecuencia de la global- 
izacion economica. 

El gobiemo hondureho se ha visto 
obligado a implementor politicos neolib- 
erales como requisito para recibir ayuda 
financiera del Banco Mundial y del Banco 
Interamericano de Desarrollo. Estas 
politicos limitan el desarrollo intemo y 
facilitan la explotacion de los recursos nat- 
urales por parte de las compahias intema- 
cionales, principalmente de EEULI. 

La Corporation de Desarrollo de 
Honduras (COHDEFOR), ha excluido a la 
poblacion indigena del proyecto de 
creation de una Reserva Natural en La 
Mosquitia. COHDEFOR considero en el 
proyecto a tierras que originalmente 
pertenecian a los aborigenes Mosquitos, 
dejandolos sin tierras. COHDEFOR tam- 
bien ha ignorado y colaborado con la tala 
ilegal en estas tierras. 

Los campesinos luchan por sembrar 
comida para sus familias en tierra impro- 
ductiva por fertilizantes quimicos y por el 
devastador paso del huracan Mitch. Este 
sobrepoblado pais tiene un 78% de su 
poblacion en condiciones de pobreza. 




Nicaragua is the second poorest country 
of this hemisphere. The US, through financial 
support and military intervention, has been a 
major influence from the 1800’s to the pre- 
sent. Through supporting dictators such as 
Somoza and helping overthrow opposition 
governments such as the Sandinistas, the US 
has dominated both the Nicaraguan people 
and land. 

In the 1950’s large cotton and other export 
commodity crops flourished in the Pacific 
region, clearing forests, ruining soil and forcing 
people to move to marginalized lands. This 
pushed the agricultural frontier toward the east- 
ern rainforests, causing rampant deforestation. 

Due to this environmental degradation 

and deforestation, the destruction caused by Indigenous Mayangna on the Rio Pis Pis in Nicaragua's Bosawas Reserve. Aborigenes 
Hurricane Mitch was hugely exacerbated. Mayangna en el rio Pis Pis en la reserva Bosawas de Nicaragua, foto: Langelle/ACERCA 


Despite this, logging continues around the 
Bosawas Reserve, the largest pristine forest in Nicaragua. 

Future projects that further threaten the ecology and peo- 
ple of Nicaragua are the proposed construction of dry and 
wet canals, which would displace indigenous 
Rama people from their homeland and destroy 
their culture. 

Nicaragua is suffering at the hands of international 
money lending institutions such as the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) and the World Bank. At present this country 
owes over US $6 billion dollars. 

Nicaragua es el segundo pais mas pobre del hemisferio. 
Estados Unidos, a traves de ayuda financiera y militar e 
intervencion directa, ha tenido desde finales del siglo XIX y 
hasta hoy en dia una influencia determinante en este pais. La 
ayuda brindada a dictadores como Somoza y el apoyo presta- 
do para la desestabilizacion de diversos gobiemos, tal como 
\el gobiemo sandinista, han permitido a EEUU dominar la 
vida y el territorio nicaragiiense. 

En los ahos 50, grandes plantaciones de algodon y otros 


Nicaragua 


importantes cultivos florecieron en esta region del Pacifico, sin 
embargo esto did origen a graves problemas en la agricultura 
debido al uso de pesticidas y la practica del monocultivo. 

Esto forzo a la poblacion a trasladarse a tierras mas 
marginales, desplazando la frontera de la 
actividad agricola hacia los bosques del este. 
La deforestation fue inclemente a partir de ese 

momento. 

Toda la degradation medio ambiental y la deforestation 
se vio exacerbada a consecuencia del huracan Mitch. A pesar 
de esto, la tala de arboles continua alrededor de la Reserva 
Bosawas, la mayor reserva forestal de Nicaragua. 

Ciertos proyectos futuros amenazan la ecologia y el 
pueblo nicaragiiense, contemplan la construction de canales 
secos y humedos, lo que derivara en el desplazamiento de los 
indigenas Ramas de sus tierras y la destruction de su cultura. 

Nicaragua sufre la presion de las instituciones de apoyo 
financiero internacional como el Fondo Monetario 
International y el Banco Mundial. Actualmente, la deuda 
externa de este pais asciende a 6 billones de dolares. 


January 1st, 2000 was an historic day for 
Panama as it regained control of the Panama 
Canal, ending a century of US man- 
agement of the waterway. However, the US still retains certain 
rights (and both ports are controlled by a Chinese multinational). 

The ten-mile wide Canal Zone theoretically serves as a protected natural 
area, allowing for undisturbed ecological balance and ensuring proper water 
flow into the canal’s locks. The equilibrium of this ecosystem was left 
endangered by the US military, who refused to clean up contamination and 
undetonated armaments upon their departure. 

Panama, itself, has made exemplary efforts to protect natural ecosys- 
tems by reserving over thirty percent of its land for conservation and habitat 
protection. However, these areas unavoidably suffer from deforestation and 
wild animal poaching. 

One half of all households in Panama live below the poverty line and 
one third are estimated to be in critical poverty. Conversely, Panama has the 
highest per-capita income within Central America, demonstrating a huge 
class imbalance. 

Panama es el pais mas al sur de Centroamerical Vivid cambios largamente 


Panama 


esperados con la llegada del aho 2000. El dia 1 de enero mared el initio del con- 
trol oficial panameho del Canal de Panama, dando termino a un siglo de admin- 
istration de EEUU de esta via de navegacion. A pesar de este cam- 
bio, EEUU mantiene ciertos derechos sob re el canal y, los dos puer- 
tos seguiran bajo control de una multinational china. 

La zona del canal, que tiene 10 millas de ancho, tedricamente sirve como 
un area natural protegida, permitiendo un equilibria ecologico inalterado y ase- 
gurando el correcto fluir del agua dentro de las esclusas del canal. 

Cuando EEUU se re tiro de la zona del canal, dejo tras de si contami- 
nation ambiental y armamento sin detonar, poniendo en peligro el equilibria de 
este precioso ecosistema. 

Panama ha realizado destacados esfuerzos por proteger diversos eco- 
sistemas naturales, al reservar mas de un 30% de la tierra para proyectos 
de conservation y protection del habitat. Sin embargo, parques nacionales 
y otras areas protegidas sufren por la deforestation y la caza sin control. 

La mitad de los hogares vive por debajo de la linea de pobreza y un ter- 
cio se considera en condiciones de pobreza extrema. Paradojicamente, 
Panama tiene el mas alto ingreso per capita en Centroamerica, lo que 
demuestra una gran diferencia entre las closes sociales. 
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raderos, los ranchos ganaderos, y el desarrollo turisti- 
co. A pesar de que impresionantes cantidades de tier- 
ra han sido reservadas para parques nacionales, algu- 
nas de estas han sido adquiridas de terratenientes par- 
ticulares que aun no ven el dineroe del 
gobierno. Cuando estos particulares 
sean abordados por compahias mader- 
eras, podrian vender la madera por necesidad 
financiera, ya que el gobiemo no les ha pagado. 

En ambas, la region de Guanacaste y en la penin- 
sula de Nicoya, la devastation ambiental comenzo en 
los ahos 70, cuando las franquicias multinacionales de 
comida rapida (como McDonald's) comenzaron a 
explotar el area para la production de ganado vacuno. 
Esto ha ayudado a que la destruccion de los bosques 
tropicales de Costa Rica sea una de las mas altas en el 
mundo durante los ultimos veinte ahos. 

Debido a la riqueza biologica de Costa Rica, los 
entusiastas de animales y de aves son visitantes fre- 
cuentes, asi como los de bahos de sol en los complejos 
turisticos de alto nivel. El ecoturismo ha cambiado al 
pais inmensamente. Antes de la popularidad de las 
vacaciones de action y aventura, Costa Rica producia 
mas del 90% de sus propios alimentos. Ahora, con 
pocos trabajando en tal sector, casi todos sus produc- 
tos alimenticios son importados. 


= Colombia, in the northwestern part of South America, 
borders Panama and has the potential to become the next 
Vietnam. It is a biological paradise, with the greatest number 
of bird species in the world, and is spectacularly 
rich in plants, amphibians, reptiles and mam- 
mals. The US wants to pump up the Colombian 
military with a $1.3 billion aid packet. Many believe this aid 
will inadvertently be used by right-wing death squads. The 
US-Colombia Business Partnership that represents Occidental 
Petroleum and other oil and corporate interests, is pushing the 
US administration and congress for that aid. 

Colombia has been riddled by civil war for years now 
and US investors want a more stable country for investment 
purposes, especially oil. As the civil war rages, cocaine sales 
fuel the right-wing paramilitaries and leftist guerrillas. 
Meanwhile, the US “war on drugs” is responsible for the 
spraying of the countryside with herbicides (produced by 
Monsanto and Dow) to supposedly eradicate the drug crops; 
this has caused further environmental devastation. Genetically 
engineered viruses are also being developed. 

The indigenous U’wa people have been struggling to keep 
their land and culture intact and safe from leftist guerrillas, mil- 
itary, paramilitary and Occidental Petroleum. In January, 2000 
Occidental forcibly removed the U’wa from their land to start 
drilling for oil. It has been revealed that US Vice-president Al 
Gore has $500,000 of stock in Occidental Petroleum. 

Colombia, pais que se encuentra en la parte noroeste de 
Suramerica y que tiene su frontera con Panama, tiene el poten- 
tial de convertirse en el proximo Vietnam. Colombia es un 


Colombia 


paraiso bioldgico, tiene la mayor cantidad de especies de 
pajaros del mundo y es muy rico en variedad de plantas, 
anfibios, reptiles y mamiferos. Los Estados Unidos deseanfor- 
talecer al aparato militar colombiano por medio 
de una ayuda de US $1.3 billones. Muchas per- 
sonas creen que esta ayuda sera utilizada por 
los escuadrones de muerte derechistas. La alianza economica 
E.E.U.U -Colombia (U.S-Colombia Business Partnership en 
ingles), que representa a la compahia Occidental Petroleum asi 
como a otros intereses petroleros, esta presionando a los 
Estados Unidos para que proporcionen dicha ayuda. 

Colombia ha estado plagada de guerras civiles por ahos y 
los inversionistas estadounidenses desean un pais mas estable 
para sus negocios, especialmente la industria petrolera. 
Durante la guerra civil, la cocaina financia a los paramil- 
itares y a las guerrillas izquierdistas. Mientras tanto, la 
“guerra contra las drogas" de Estados Unidos es responsable 
de regar los campos con yerbicidas de Monsanto and Dow 
para, supuestamente, erradicar los sembradios de drogas, 
pern a la vez causando una mayor destruction ambiental. 
Tambien se estan creando vims desarrollados por medio de la 
ingenieria genetica. 

Los aborigenes U’wa han luchado por mantener su tierra y 
su cultura intactas y libres de guerrillas izquierdistas, mil- 
itares, paramilitares y de Occidental Petroleum. En enero del 
2000, Occidental Petroleum retiro a los U’wa de su tierra a la 
fuerza para poder hacer excavaciones petroleras. Se ha des- 
cubierto que el vicepresidente Al Gore tiene US $500,000 en 
acciones de Occidental Petroleum. 
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Este drbol quedd enterrado al reves en medio los escombros debido al gran deslizamiento causado por el colapso del 
crater del volcan Las Casitas durante el Huracdn Mitch. This tree was uprooted and stuck upside down when the 
crater lake in the Las Casitas volcano collapsed during Hurricane Mitch. foto: Langellc/ACERCA 

Centroamerica: medio ambiente bajo fuego 


America Central es una region famosa exportados hacia America Central, envene- 
por su riqueza y belleza natural. En la costa nando a miles de trabajadores agri'colas. La 
del Pacifico se encuentran majestuosos vol- mayor parte de la tierra, del agua y los ali- 

canes en medio de amplias zonas verdes. Una mentos a lo largo de toda la costa del paci- 

gran variedad de vegetacion tropical recorre fico estan contaminados con estos can- 
toda la costa. En la region este, las montanas cerfgenos pesticidas. 

cubiertas de pinos y las grandes extensiones Muchas industrias , amparadas en regu- 

de bosque nuboso en las firfas y altas plani- laciones que las protegen, vierten en el medio 

cies del interior, convergen con una densa ambiente gran cantidad de qui'micos toxicos, 

vegetacion tropical, atravesada por rfos que sin recibir sancion alguna. Estos desechos 

desenbocan en las calidas y resplandecientes qufmicos, junto con residuos agricolas y 

aguas del caribe. Una gran cantidad de lagos aguas negras no tratadas, destruyen las 

de agua firesca se encuentran en medio del fuentes agua potable. En El Salvador, solo 

verde paisaje que domina la region, y que es una de cada diez personas tiene acceso a agua 

habitat natural de jaguares, monos, serpi- no contaminada, mientras que en Honduras 
entes, Iagartos, papagayos, ranas, y un sin- las enfermedades causadas por agua contam- 
numero de especies de vida salvaje. inada constituyen el 12 porciento de las 

Diversas aves provenientes de causas de muerte en el pais cada ano. 

Norteamerica, tales como el zorzal, el Los Estados Unidos estan, a su vez, en 

ruisenor y el papamoscas, migran hacia la guerra con la naturaleza de America Central, 
exuberante selva y las altas planicies de En los ultimos 12 afios, los Estados Unidos 
centroamerica para habitar al menos por han apoyado brutales campaiias anti-insur- 
medio ano en la zona. Desde tiempos gentes, al estilo de Vietnam, que han devasta- 
inmemoriales, este rugoso do los bosques y campos de 

istmo ha servido como ^gprf Guatemala y El Salvador, 

puente y zona de transicion ***" •''‘‘U&tBi matando a miles de personas 

de distintas formas de vida y obligando a huir de sus tier- 

proveniente de zonas tern- ... IHflHB i||. jr ras a otros cientos de miles, 
pladas y tropicales de norte a Mk ' Durante los anos 80, 

y suramerica; asf como, $■‘1 tBl Estados Unidos financio 

fuente de alimento, por VfV una guerra militar y 

miles de anos, de civiliza- economica no declarada en 

ciones indigenas. j contra del gobierno sandin- 

Miles de especies de JiHHb , . V jBf ista de Nicaragua, impidi- 

plantas esconden valiosos r endo la realizacion de 

secretos sobre medicina y i SRWP muchos programas sociales 

agricultura, imposibles de Un comandante zapatista vistiendo una y del medio ambiente 

descubrir en ninguna otra r j^ n ‘ seta & Che Guevara en La Realtdad, <j uran t e el gobierno sandin- 
, Chiapas. A Zapatista comandante wearing . ... • , • , 

parte del globo terraqueo. a Che Guevara shirt in La Realidad, Chiapas, ista. Las medidas incluidas 

Pero hoy en dfa, el foto: Langelle/ACERCA en estos programas fueron 

medio ambiente de America Central se consideradas, a nivel internacional, como 


encuentra bajo fuego. En toda la region, el 
ecosistema esta siendo rapidamente destrui- 
do . La cruda realidad acerca de esta destruc- 


las propuestas mas innovativas y visionarias 
jamas hechas por un pais pobre del tercer 
mundo. 


cibn ecologica es horrible. Mas de dos ter- Hoy en dfa, aunque la mayoria de estas 

cios de selva tropical han sido talados, pro- guerras han, por el momento, finalizado (con 
ceso que ha ido en aumento desde 1950. la importante excepcion de Guatemala), 
De continuar los actuates niveles de Estados Unidos continua fracasando en el 


destruccion, la selva restante podrfa desa- 
parecer totalmente en menos de veinte anos. 
Miles de especies de flora y fauna se 
encuentran en peligro de extincion o han 
sido ya eliminadas. 

Los niveles de erosibn de la tierra son tan 
graves, que la mitad de la tierra cultivable ha 
sido dafiada, resultando en una constante dis- 
minucion de la produccion agricola. 

La destruccibn de la principal linea 
divisoria de aguas ha causado la sedi- 
mentacion de los canales, dando origen a 
inundaciones, sequfa, y cientos de millones 
de dblares en perdidas anuales para la 
economfa de America Central. 

La crisis ecologica es tambien un 
problema de vida o muerte para los 
pequenos agricultores y trabajadores de la 
regibn. Pesticidas mortalmente daninos, 
prohibidos en los Estados Unidos, son 


desarrollo de una polftica coherente para la 
reconstruccion economica y ecologica de la 
regibn, lo cual implica un programa que 
enffente las causas de la pobreza, la guerra y 
la destruccibn ambiental. Como resultado de 
esta incapacidad, America Central enfrenta 
una crisis social y ecologica que no tiene 
paralelo en su historia. 

Por Daniel Faber: 

Extraido del libro El medio ambiente 
bajo fuego, el imperialismo y la crisis 
ecologica en America Central. Faber es 
miembro del directorio de ACERCA y fue 
director de investigaciones de EPOCA 
(Proyecto Ambiental para Centroamerica o 
Environmental Project on Central America 
en ingles). Daniel Faber, es profesor de 
sociologfa en Northeastern Universtity en 
Boston, MA, y su ultimo libro es La lucha 
por la democracia ecologica. 


Informacidn sobre ACERCA 



ACERCA (Accion para la en 1998 nos Uevo a ayudar a detener la venta 
Comunidad y la Ecologia en la Regibn de 150,000 acres de madera de los bosques 
Centroamerieana) es un proyecto de la tropicales de Nicaragua. 

Alianza para la Justicia Global, y miembro La identidad de ACERCA se ha desar- 
de la Red de Bosques Nativos. rollado a partir de la comprension de la 

ACERCA emergio de grupos tales relaciones inherentes entre la globalizacion 
como el Proyecto Ambiental Centroamer- economica y la pobreza, la injusticia, la 
icano (EPOCA), desmantelado a inicios de militarizacion, y la destruccibn ambiental. 

los anos 90. ACERCA surgio de la necesi- Nuestra estrategia involucra el uso de 

dad apremiante por una — -jj Centroamerica como un 

respuesta internacional ante j •C~ff lente a Craves del cual la 

los abusos a los derechos gente puede mirar mas 

humanos y ambientales que ' — A. f ^/ w 5 g. «e facilmente estas conex- 

ocurren en la regibn cen- Tv.fPf iones entre politica y 

troamericana. ACERCA esta ecologia. Esen^ialmente, 

conformada por activistas, consideramos los esfuerzos 

organizadores, investi- V* de ACERCA como vitales 

gadores, educadores y volun- para ayudar a detener la ola 

tarios que juntos desarrollan estrategias e de destruccibn del ambiente y de los habi- 
implementan ideas. tantes de Centroamerica. 

Al comienzo nos involucramos en el Los logros de ACERCA 
sudeste de Mexico y en Nicaragua, a peti- • ACERCA ha conducido a varias dele- 

cibn de personas provenientes de esas gaciones de justicia ambiental a 
areas. Las delegaciones de ACERCA en Centroamerica y a Mexico. Estas delega- 
estas regiones sirven como medios para ciones se han enfocado en diversos temas, 
incrementar la concientizacibn acerca de la incluido el de las plantaciones de eucaliptos 
J lucha de las »comunidades indigenas (algunas que incluyen arboles creados por 
i locales. ACERCA tambien trabaja por ingenieria genetica) en tierras de campesinos, 
demostrar el desbalance de poder, que per- efectos del TLC, asuntos zapatistas de las 
mite que la destruccibn cultural y ambien- comunidades autbnomas de Chiapas, y el 
tal tome lugar. Una de las metas de mega proyecto del canal seco en el istmo de 
ACERCA es reunir a activistas ambien- Tehuantepec en Mexico. Ademas, 
tales y solidarios. La globalizacion de la encabezamos la primera delegacion a 
economfa, sin control, se acelera; as! como Nicaragua despues del huracan Mitch, 
la guerra contra los pobres, la destruccibn exponiendo el papel que la destruccibn del 
de la cultura indlgena, y la devastaeibn de ambiente jugo para exacerbar la tragedia. 
la naturaleza. *En un esfuerzo para prevenir los 

Solo unidos seremos lo suficiente- desvastantes efectos de la globalizacion en 
mente fuertes como para retar exitosa- esta regibn, ACERCA se ha movilizado 
mente a la globalizacion econbmica, para contra el ALCA, la OMC, la Organizacibn 
terminar con el sufrimiento de millones, y de Estados Americanos (OEA), el Banco 
para proteger los diversos eeosistemas. Mundial y el Fondo Monetario 
ACERCA est5 en la posicibn unica de Internacional. ACERCA continuara su 
unificar estas dos esferas de activismo. lucha contra la globalizacion a traves del 
Nuestro trabajo en Centroamerica combina trabajo en materia de comercio, y con- 
ambas cuestiones: la ecologica y la social, duciendo delegaciones a la regibn para que 
Esto nos ha Uevado a proveer un analisis examinen los efectos de los tratados de 
que relaciona estos temas de una manera libre comercio sobre la gente y la 
profunda. El sudeste de Mexico y economfa del la zona. 

Centroamerica claramente muestra la *Para facilitar la comunicacion entre los 
superposicion de los temas sociales y activistas, ACERCA esta compilando una 
ambientales. La pobreza, tanto como la fuente de datos de las organizaciones no 
destruccibn cultural y social, van de la gubemamentales de centroamerica, grupos 
mono. Utilizamos estos ejemplos para ambientales, sociales e indigenas que sean 
educar a las organizaciones y a los individ- accesibles a traves de nuestra pagina en la 
uos sobre estas interconexiones inherentes, red, y a traves de nuestro material impreso. 
logrando asf alcanzar nuestra meta de *ACERCA continuara exponiendo los 


Cocodriio / Crocodile foto: Langelle/ACERCA 

Para contactor a ACERCA: 

PO Box 57, Burlington, VT 05402 
(802) 863-0571ph / (802) 864-8203 fax 
acerea@sorer.net www.acerca.org 


Esta tbcnica ha sido enormemente exitosa y 


Para suscribirse a ACERCA vea el recuadro en la pagina 1 


On the Advantages of Disreputable Action 


by Johannes Sabat 

It has become the mantra of critics that those who 
destroyed property during the WTO protests commit- 
ted a great tactical error. By playing into the authori- 
ties' hands, the argument goes, those irresponsible few 
managed to tar the entire demonstration with the 
image of the black-clad, window-smashing, Starbucks- 
looting anarchist hooligan, and thereby also 
provided some justification for the inevitable 
police backlash. 

Medea Benjamin, as quoted in Eat the 
State, writes that "stories about the 'anar- 
chists' diluted our message and, worse, 
tended to justify the police riot by giving 
the impression that the police were react- 
ing to the property destruction. This was 
not what really happened on the streets; 
the attacks on peaceful protesters started 
before stores were targeted, but the percep- 
tion of 'violent protesters, violent cops' 
remains. " Such analysis, while initially plau- 
sible, nevertheless deserves some critical 
attention. As it happens, history has pro- 
vided for a point of comparison. 

The civil rights movement of the 1950s 
and 1960s was marked by an escalation of 
tactics and an increased militancy in de- 
mands; they were, at every stage, deemed 
illegitimate until they were surpassed by a 
still more radical agenda to be pursued by 
still more combative means. "By 1960, the 
NAACP, denounced in 1954 and 1955 as radical 
and Communistic, seemed remarkably mild next 
to the sit-in students. By 1961, the sit-in students 
seemed moderate against the Freedom Riders, and 
the Riders themselves even timid compared to the 
[Black] Muslims, " writes Howard Zinn in his essay 
"Abolitionists, Freedom Riders and the Tactics of 
Agitation." Still, at the time, each new wave of 
activists was regarded with suspicion from the 
moderates within the movement. 

Zinn articulates the liberal worry about extrem- 
ism: "To argue a case too heatedly, they point out, 
provokes the opponent to retaliation. To urge 
measures too extreme alienates possible allies. To 
ask for too much too soon results in getting 
nothing... To be dogmatic and inflexible prevents 
adjustment to readily changing situations. To set 
up a clash of extremes precipitates sharp conflict 
and violence." 

All of these charges have been made surround- 
ing the WTO protests, some by the liberal "insid- 
ers" of the Clinton administration against all the 


demonstrators, some by the mainstream labor 
and environmental organizations against the Di- 
rect Action Network and some by the "legitimate" 
direct action proponents against the Black Bloc 
anarchists who smashed the windows of corpo- 
rate targets. 

Many of these objections were posed in ad- 
vance and have been disproved by the events of 


November 30-December 2 and consequently for- 
gotten. But some remain: The civic and federal 
authorities, the mainstream media and protest 
leaders of both the march-and-chant and the 
direct action varieties, are united in the criticism 
of the now-infamous anarchists. The reasons 
cited for this disdain vary, however. The official 
reason, mindlessly repeated by the mainstream 
media, is a disingenuous abhorrence of "vio- 
lence." Activist leaders, who apparently believe 
that public attitudes track media hype, argue 
that vandalism was a tactical mistake because, in 
short, it made us all look bad and gave the cops 
an excuse to crush us. 

But did it? 

There can be no debate about the vandalism 
provoking police violence: Teargas was used some 
hours before any property destruction occurred, 
and the vast majority of its victims were not en- 
gaged in vandalism. 

The question instead is whether the police used 
the vandalism as an excuse for their exercise in 


brutality. The answer to this is obviously yes. But 
it must still be recognized, that property damage 
or no, the police violence would have been the 
same and if not for the vandalism the authorities 
would surely have found some other excuse. Per- 
haps, for instance, they would have pointed to 
the illegal nature of the mass action and the 
overwhelming numbers involved. They would 
not, as some imply, have 
been left without a fig leaf. 

And while power may be 
unmasked by displays of un- 
provoked violence, this 
pretty much happened any- 
way. The portion of the 
population prepared to rec- 
ognize repression when it 
sees it failed to be impressed 
with the official explana- 
tions. Those who felt the 
window-smashing anar- 
chists needed to be stopped 
and saw the attack on peace- 
ful protesters as an accept- 
able means of doing so, 
would very likely have also 
believed that the law needed 
to be enforced and the 
streets cleared in any case. 

While critics worry that 
vandalism marred an other- 
wise perfect event, it may 
well be that the legitimacy of the direct action 
tactics arose in part from the opportunity to con- 
trast the barricades and lockdowns with the win- 
dow smashing and spraypaint. 

Rather than condemning the direct action com- 
ponent for its illegality and praising the AFL-CIO 
for its ineffective march, the media demonized 
the "violent few," reinforcing the nonviolent tone 
of the majority. The effect is that direct action 
won legitimacy in the public mind, despite its 
illegality, and that those of us engaging in such 
tactics came off looking respectable and reason- 
able in contrast to the more extreme (though not 
necessarily more radical) anarchists. This is a debt 
we owe the Black Bloc. 

When the extremists press outward, the center 
shifts. This is how the consciousness of a whole 
society changes. It is not by pursuing ends that 
are already generally accepted, adopting means 
already deemed legitimate, but by pressing against 
the borders of acceptability and when successful 
expanding these frontiers. 



Why do non-conformists all look the same? 


April 16: The Road to Dismantling Corporate Domination 


BY A GRUNT COLLECTIVE 

The action against the World Bank 
and International Monetary Fund (IMF) 
meeting on April 16 in Washington 
DC is another grand opportunity to 
tell the elite scum, corporate-owned 
politicos and the world media that the 
current corporate plutocracy will no 
longer be tolerated! The big question is 
whether we as a movement are up to 
the task of creating such a backlash 
against corporate globalization. 

The environmental movement 
must be able to expand society's 
sense of urgency to oppose the glo- 
balization of capitalism and the ty- 
rannical regimes such as the World 
Trade Organization (WTO), World 
Bank and the IMF that expand and 
perpetuate it. If societal opposition 
to global capitalism is not nurtured, 
then we believe the environmental 
movement will ultimately and tor- 
turously lose the war being waged 
against nature. 

Direct action/civil disobedience 
(DA/CD) is only one tool that will be 
a part of a successful campaign 


against global capitalism; however, 
it is best used sparingly and strategi- 
cally after the other tools have been 
fully utilized. This strategy led to the 
success of shutting down the Seattle 
WTO ministerial on November 30. 
Without the extensive efforts to edu- 
cate and convey a sense of urgency 
to labor, students, environmental- 
ists and regular folks, the DA/CD 
would have fallen woefully short of 
shutting down the meetings. We 
believe that direct action or civil 
disobedience will at various points 
be a deciding factor in this struggle. 
However, it will take a major empha- 
sis in the use of the other compo- 
nents of a campaign before DA/CD 
becomes very effective. 

Generating a sense of urgency cre- 
ates a successful struggle/campaign re- 
gardless of the issue because this factor 
will determine the amount of interest 
and support the public will give to any 
campaign. It is a sad fact that most 
humans only react to perceived emer- 
gencies that affect us personally. 

If this premise is accepted, how can 
the environmental movement gener- 


ate the true sense of urgency to what 
faces us via the globalization of capi- 
talism, the sixth mass extinction of 
life on Earth? 

We will not claim to know every 
tool to create this sense of urgency, 
but we will briefly describe what has 
worked to save thousands of acres of 
ancient forests here in Cascadia and 
to stop the WTO ministerial meet- 
ings in Seattle. 

Surely, creating a sense of urgency 
among the people through some form 
of education is essential. We have 
found through many campaigns over 
the last 10 years that a great sense of 
urgency is generated when the pub- 
lic experiences individuals and 
groups on the streets with the com- 
bination of banners, information 
tables, guerrilla theater, teach-ins, 
public forums and demonstrations. 
This sense of urgency will eventually 
be realized by politicians and media 
as well. These types of street actions 
and public events must be applied 
consistently and increasingly (ac- 
companied with having as much fun 
as possible) until the means create 


the envisioned reality. 

If one studies other prominent move- 
ments like the anti-nuclear, civil rights 
and the anti-Vietnam War movements, 
it becomes apparent that they relayed 
this increased urgency. That was key to 
their eventual successes, even if those 
successes took many years. 

The IMF, World Bank and mcye re- 
cently the WTO are tyrannical regimes 
that have created a sense of tremen- 
dous urgency in people worldwide. 
The list of human and ecological atroci- 
ties committed as a result of their 
policies and orders could fill the ar- 
chives of a univerisity library. 

We believe that the great number 
of atrocities yet to be committed and 
the oncoming tsunami of the sixth 
great extinction will be turned solely 
through diligent work, having fun, 
solidarity, creating a sense of com- 
munity and commitment all of us are 
willing to make to oppose the tyr- 
anny and lies of the corporate elite. 

Debate, discuss and strategize but 
above all, be dilgent in your 
restistence. More diligent work re- 
quires more diligent play. 
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Donald Trumps New 
York again 


The September-October 1998 is- 
sue of the EF!J reported that Donald 
Trump wanted to turn his 200-acre 
estate in Mt. Kisco, New York, into 
an exclusive golf course with an an- 
nual membership fee of $250,000. 
Theestate, perched above Byram Res- 
ervoir, would surely dump pesticides, 
fertilizers and other Trump effluent 
into t he to wn 's wa ter soti rce i f t u rned 
into a golf course. 

After an environmental impact 
statement, Trump responded by of- 
fering to buy Byram Lake Reservoir 
for $2.5 million — without provid- 
ing another source of water. Mt. 
Kisco declined the offer. Now 
Trump claims that his golf course 
will have the cleanest water in the 
watershed and that it will be cleaner 
than before thanks to six-foot car- 
bon swales that are still experL 
mental. 

In 1997, Chris Harmon of the 
Lower Hudson Chapter of The Na- 
ture Conservancy (TNG) claimed 
to be concerned about the effects 
of the golf course on the Meyer 
Preserve, yet said TNC was reas- 
sured by Trump that the preserve 
would be fine. Later, Harmon re- 
moved petitions against Trump's 
golf course that had been placed at 
TNC preserves and put up a sign 
asking people not to leave peti- 
tions there. 

The explanation for this incon- 
gruous reaction came two years late: 
In 1999 Donald Trump announced 
he would donate 35 acres to TNC 
upon approval of the golf course by 
the towns of Bedford and North 
Castle. The 35 acres are outside of 
the Byram Watershed. 

Court says Deep Ecology 
ain't a religion 

A federal judge in February ruled 
that environmental activists aren’t 
pushing a religion when they seek 
to reduce logging on national for- 
ests. In a scathing decision against 
attorney Stephen Young, who filed 
the lawsuit for a group of northern 
Minnesota loggers, Judge James 
Rosenbaum said the case not only 
lacks merit but was intended to 
harass the defendants. 

The suit was filed by the Associ- 
ated Contract Loggers against two 
environmental groups and the US 
Forest Service for pushing and 
adopting the "religion of Deep Ecol- 
ogy'' in public lands timber policy. 
Rosenbaum gave Young 15 days to 
argue why the court shouldn't im- 
pose financial sanctions against 
Young for filing a frivolous law- 
suit. "It appears probable that plain- 
tiffs have knowingly drawn this 
court into an unseemly and base- 
less lawsuit, and have wasted the 
court's time and the defendant's 
valuable time and money," 
Rosenbaum wrote in his decision. 

Young said he will ask the US 8th 
Circuit Court of Appeals to reverse 
Rosenbaum's decision because the 
judge ignored many key arguments. 
"There is a limit in our Democratic 
system to the extent to which reli- 
gion can drive government policy," 
Young said. 

The suit sought to declare anti- 
logging activism as a religious belief 
called "deep ecology" that, while 
allowable as a personal belief, breaks 
the constitutionally guaranteed 
separation of church and state when 
it leads to federal policy. 


continued from page 1 

Joining in the real estate game, City 
Councilor Margarita Lopez brokered 
a deal with Capoccia sparing one third 
of an elderly woman's garden while 
allowing Capoccia and his partners 
to expand their proposed housing 
project to include building on the 
site of the Esperanza Garden. 

Since this was not the proposal ap- 
proved by the Community Board, the 
new Capoccia/Lopez deal should have 
gone back to the City Planning Com- 
mission for review. However, with 
Lopez' blessing, the plan to build on 
the Esperanza site was accepted with- 
out approval and outside of the com- 
petitive bidding process. 

Capoccia, hiding behind the de- 
struction of several garden sites 
handed to him by the city 
for subsidized yuppie con- 
dominiums, currently owns 
or controls dozens of prop- 
erties on the Lower East Side 
and in Harlem. Not surpris- 
ingly, Capoccia is a long- 
time friend and financial 
contributor to Mayor 
Giuliani. 

Fully aware of Capoccia's 
plans for the Garden of Hope, 

Esperanza gardeners, More 
Gardens! and other garden 
supporters maintained a 24- 
hour encampment against 
any eviction attempts. They 
erected a huge frog on a 10- 
foot-high pedestal with an 
interior holding up to four 
guardians to keep watch 
through the frog's eyes. The 
frog, known as a coqui, which 
in Puerto Rican legend is said 
to repel attackers, was posted 
at the garden entrance. A 25- 
foot steel sunflower with a 
seat on top and an arm 
lockdown, a tripod and sev- 
eral lockdown devices were 
added to the garden. Sleep- 
ing dragons, consisting of 
cement blocks buried five 
feet under ground with rebar 
into which people's arms 
could be locked in place, were also 
installed. 

With a police raid imminent, on 
February 14 Esperanza attorney Harry 
Kresky sought a stay pending an ap- 
peal of the previous judge's decision 
to allow construction, but his motion 
was denied. Later that evening, cops 
posted "no parking" signs on East 
Seventh Street. Deputy Inspector 
Conroy stopped by and told garden 
defenders that the raid would be com- 
ing the following morning. He prom- 
ised that cops would be "slow and 
careful." At about 3 a.m., tow trucks 
removed parked cars outside the gar- 
den. By 7 a.m., about 150 people 
occupied the Esperanza Garden with 
media and television crews present. 

People quickly locked themselves 
down throughout the garden and 
erected two more tripods. Without 
enough lockdown devices to go 
around, people chained themselves 
to whatever they could. Several es- 
cape routes were created allowing 
people to avoid arrests, and barri- 
cades were built in the rear and at 
the garden entrance. 

Cops broke into three surrounding 
buildings to take over rooftops and 
prevent videotaping. By 10 a.m., with 


a helicopter overhead, they con- 
verged on the garden as neighbors 
yelled and chanted. Over the next 
hour, cops used a chainsaw to cut 
open the coqui. A mallet and grinder 
were used to rip out two garden de- 
fenders attached to one cement lock- 
ing device. The grinder came peril- 
ously close to the hands of one de- 
fender, clipping her glove. 

The last person to come out of the 
garden was locked inside the head of 
the frog. One of the special branch 
cops stood outside the garden on a 
ladder clipping out both of the 
coqui's eyes and then jackhammered 
through the eye. Shovels and jaws of 
life were used to dig out the sleeping 
dragons, and jackhammers broke up 
the concrete blocks with defenders' 


arms still locked inside. 

Meanwhile, a hearing on Esperanza 
had been set up in State Supreme 
Court in Brooklyn. For weeks, law- 
yers for New York State Attorney 
General Elliot Spitzer had been fight- 
ing the city to save all the gardens 
built on city-owned lots including 
Esperanza, arguing that the gardens 
should be considered parks that could 
only be sold after a state environ- 
mental review or by an act of the 
State Legislature. 

Tipped off by a garden activist that 
police were mobilizing outside of 
Esperanza, Spitzer's office contacted 
the city's attorneys to request that 
they hold back until the state's mo- 
tion to get a temporary restraining 
order (TRO) could be heard at a pre- 
arranged 11 a.m. hearing. City At- 
torney Susan Amron refused, telling 
Spitzer's people "this has been sched- 
uled for a long time." 

Garden defenders tried unsuccess- 
fully to stall cops until the judge's 
decision could be heard. Those ar- 
rested were charged with obstruct- 
ing governmental administration, 
trespass and resisting arrest. After 
being held for 24 hours, all 31 were 
released. ; 


As Esperanza was being cleared, 
angry demonstrators shouted their 
support to the arrestees. Cops tried 
to push them away, engaging in a 
shoving match for several minutes. 
When cops attempted to steer people 
into waiting pens, the people re- 
fused. 

Before the last garden defender was 
removed, Capoccia's demolition crew 
rolled in with a bulldozer and back- 
hoe, destroying everything in sight. 
When they were done, they erected a 
plywood fence around Esperanza. Se- 
rial garden killer Donald Capoccia 
now has a neat 17,000-square-foot 
parcel ready for exploitation. Giuliani 
justified circumventing the legal pro- 
cess: "When people become out-of- 
control advocates, they don't live in 
the real world anymore. The mayor 
has to live in the real world." In 
response, angry State Supreme Court 
Justice Richard Huttner 
granted state lawyers a 
TRO against the city from 
moving on 630 other gar- 
dens on city-owned lots, 
pending a hearing on 
March 1. 

Giuliani says he is con- 
sidering appealing 
Huttner's ruling and has 
announced that the city 
will transfer title of the 
Esperanza site to Capoccia 
and his partners before 
March 1. 

Unfortunately, Judge 
Huttner did not include 
the Esperanza Garden in 
his order, accepting city 
attorneys' arguments that 
Esperanza had lost in court 
the day before and that 
„ Esperanza already had an 
| appeal pending. Since the 
I Esperanza Garden had al- 
^ ready been demolished, 
| Huttner decided it was a 
| moot issue. On February 
| 22, Harry Kresky filed an 
o appeal arguing that the 
| Esperanza Garden is not a 
s moot issue because title 
has not yet been trans- 
ferred and that even 
though the garden has 
been razed it can be restored as long 
as the land and gardeners are there. A 
decision on Kresky's appeal, which 
included an amicus brief from 
Spitzer's office, is expected before the 
title is transferred. Pressure is also 
being put on the Appellate Division 
to issue a stay that will prevent title 
transfer and development of the 
Esperanza site. 

Ironically, the mural facing the 
garden reads: "Peace, Esperanza, Jus- 
tice From One Generation To An- 
other, La Lucha Continua." 

Across the street from Capoccia's 
new acquisitions on Avenue C, a 
new four-and-one-half-story build- 
ing is rising. Called Police Service 
Area #4 and financed by the New 
York City Housing Authority, this 
police housing sub-station is ex- 
pected to further facilitate 
gentrification in the area, including 
the eventual privatization of the 
public housing projects along Av- 
enue D. 

For more information, contact 
More Gardens! Coalition, 79 Clin- 
ton St. #17, New York, NY 10002; 
(212) 330-6851; adj@is3.nyu.edu. or 
shadow press, 

SHADOW@MediaFilter.org. 



Alecia Torres (center) and friends stand with the coqui before the eviction. 
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Medicine Marauders 


continued from the front page 

The project, called "Drug Discovery and Biodiversity 
Among the Maya of Mexico," now in its second year, 
will receive a total grant of $2.5 million dollars from 
the US government's International Cooperative 
Biodiversity Groups (ICBG). The ICBG is a consortium 
of federal agencies, including the National Institutes 
of Health (NIH), the National Science Foundation 
(NSF) and the US Department of Agriculture (USD A), 
that awards grants to public and commercial research 
institutions that conduct bioprospecting/biopiracy 
programs in the south. The ICBG's self-stated goals are 
to promote drug discovery from natural sources, 
biodiversity conservation and sustainable economic 
growth in developing countries. 

The tropical mountains of Chiapas contain one of 
the richest repositories of plant and animal biodiversity 
in the world. An estimated 6,000 plant species thrive 
in the area, thousands of them used by the Maya to 
treat illness. All promising biological samples will be 
screened for their activity agaihst cancer, diseases 
associated with HIV-AIDS, central nervous system 
disorders, cardiovascular, gastrointestinal, respiratory/ 
pulmonary, skin disorders and contraception. The 
project estimates that it will ultimately identity ap- 
proximately 2,000 unique compounds that will be 
chemically profiled by Molecular Nature, Ltd. A dupli- 
cate set of plants collected by the ICBG will be depos- 
ited at the University of Georgia's Herbarium in Ath- 
ens, Georgia. 

According to Sebastian Luna, an indigenous Tzeltal 
spokesperson from the council, "The project is a 
robbery of traditional indigenous knowledge and re- 
sources, with the sole purpose of producing pharma- 
ceuticals that will not benefit the communities that 
have managed and nurtured these resources for thou- 
sands of years." 

"Furthermore," continues Luna, "the project explic- 
itly proposes to patent and privatize resources and 
knowledge that have always been collectively owned. . . 
Besides being totally contradictory to our culture and 
traditions, the project creates conflict within our 
communities as some individuals, pressured by the 
grave economic situation, collaborate with the re- 
searchers for a few pesos or tools. 

"The project, led by anthropologist Brent Berlin of 
the University of Georgia, is plundering our knowl- 
edge and taking plant samples from the communities 
in Chiapas, returning almost nothing in exchange," 
Luna adds. Professor Berlin, who is a past president 
and member of the International Society of 
Ethnobiology (ISE), will host the ISE's congress in 
October, 2000 in Georgia on the topic of benefit 
sharing with indigenous communities. "We believe 
he is openly violating the society's code of ethics," 
concludes Luna. 

That code, in its "Principle of Prior Informed Con- 
sent and Veto" states: "The prior informed consent of 
all peoples and their communities must be obtained 
before any research is undertaken. Indigenous peoples, 
traditional societies and local communities have the 
right to veto any program, project or study that affects 
them. Providing prior informed consent presumes 
that all potentially affected communities will be pro- 
vided complete information regarding the purpose 
and nature of the research activities and the probable 
results, including all reasonably foreseeable benefits 
and risks of harm to the affected communities." 

The Rural Advancement Foundation International 
(RAFI), a civil society organization that advocates 
farmer's rights and food security, contacted Berlin and 
asked if the demands being made by the indigenous 
peoples' organizations are grounds for suspending the 
bioprospecting program. 

Berlin, one of the authors of the Code of Ethics, 
rejected the idea. "I'm convinced that that question 
would not even be asked if these groups were fully 
informed about the project." 

"It's really critical, " Berlin told RAFI, "that you stress 
our willingness to resolve our differences. The con- 
cerns of the Consejo are not being ignored. The issue is 
serious and must be resolved so that everyone is aware 
of what the solution is. The main problem is that we've 
not been able to sit down and talk." 

According to Rafael Alarcon, advisor to the coun- 
cil, the agreement signed by ECOSUR, the Univer- 
sity of Georgia and Molecular Nature Ltd., also 


"flouts Mexican law, as these institutions have not 
consulted with or obtained the prior informed con- 
sent of the affected communities. We believe the 
agreement also violates international agreements that 
Mexico has signed, including the United Nations 
Convention on Biological Diversity — particularly 
article 8(j), which addresses traditional knowledge 
and equitable benefit-sharing and the Interna- 
tional Labor Organization (ILO) 169 Convention 
on Indigenous Rights. 

"ECOSUR invited one of the organizational mem- 
bers of the State Council, OMIECH (the Chiapas 
Indigenous Healers Organization) to participate in the 
bioprospecting agreement. They thought that the 
indigenous healers would accept this project in ex- 
change for a promise to establish what they call a 
benefit-sharing fund in the future. During the meet- 
ing, we explained our disagreement with the objec- 
tives and methods of the project. ECOSUR assured us 
that the project would not begin until, at the very 
least, all the requirements in existing Mexican law 
were fulfilled. However, they have already begun to 
remove samples from several communities in Chiapas, 
andinjune, 1999, they showed us a contract signed by 
the three parties. 

"According to this contract," continues Alarcon, 
"the signatories have created a nonprofit organization 
called PROMAYA (Protection of Mayan Intellectual 
Property Rights), Which will act as their civil society 
counterpart." PROMAYA will set up a trust fund for 
Mayan communities, and it will decide how to dis- 
burse any royalties that accrue from the sale of drugs 
that result from ICBG research. 

According to Alarcon, "The creation of this NGO 
by the project clearly demonstrates the lack of will 
of the researchers to ensure appropriate consulta- 
tion with the traditional cultures and true authori- 
ties of the communities. In essence, they create their 
own dialogue partner and invite participants and 
organizations that will not question their way of 
working, probably in exchange for a tiny scrap of 
the $2.5 million that this project has received from 
the US government." 

Since 1993, the ICBG has awarded 1 1 bioprospecting 
grants totaling $18.5 million in 12 countries. Com- 
mercial partners in ICBG-funded projects include 
transnational pharmaceutical and agrochemical com- 
panies Glaxo-Wellcome, Bristol Myers Squibb, Sha- 
man Pharmaceuticals, Dow Elanco Agrosciences, 


Wyeth-Ayerst, American Cyanamid and Monsanto. 

"The use of public money to subsidize biopiracy is a 
form of corporate welfare for the gene giants," said 
Hope Shand, RAFI's research director. "These compa- 
nies aim to synthesize and modify active biological 
compounds m the laboratory that are derived from 
the resources and knowledge of indigenous commu- 
nities because the companies' goal is to patent, priva- 
tize and profit from biodiversity. The Chiapas ICBG 
program has a clearly defined protocol for intellectual 
property on any pharmaceutical product that might 
result from the research conducted in Chiapas. It 
operates on the pfinciple — at least on paper — that the 
biological samples belong to Mexico and that some 
undisclosed portion of royalties will flow back to the 
Highland Maya of Chiapas — via PROMAYA. The real- 
ity is that long-term benefits may never materialize, 
and many local indigenous people reject both intel- 
lectual property and the process established for ben- 
efit-sharing via PROMAYA. The critical issue now is 
that the project is apparently proceeding not only 
without proper consultation with the affected com- 
munities but also against the express wishes of a very 
significant sector of the community," said Shand. 

OMIECH demands that the project in Chiapas be 
suspended and that any project of this kind un- 
dergo a thorough review of Mexican laws to pro- 
tect their cultures and resources. They also demand 
that any similar projects comply with interna- 
tional obligations arising from the Convention on 
Biological Diversity — particularly article 8(j) — and 
the ILO 169 Convention on Indigenous Rights. 
Further, there should be implementation at the 
national level of farmers' rights as negotiated within 
the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 
Nations. The council also requests an informed 
discussion about the need, objectives and benefits 
of these kinds of projects, including discussions 
about who benefits. 

Finally, they demand that local health projects 
designed by the communities themselves be sup- 
ported, according to communities' own needs and 
priorities and using the knowledge and resources of 
traditional indigenous medicine. 

For more information contact RAFI International 
Office, 1 lOOsborneSt., Suite 202, Winnipeg, Manitoba, 
R3L1Y5 Canada; T-204-453 52 59; rafi@rafi.org; or 
Consejo Estatal de Parteras y Medicos Indigenas 
Tradicionales de Chiapas, omiech@laneta.apc.org . 
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lower elevations to forage in campgrounds and trash 


By Margot Higgins 

Grizzlies in Yellowstone National Park may be 
forced to change their diet if disease continues to 
plague whitebarkpine trees in the area. The bears are 
dependent on seeds from the trees for a major part of 
their diet. Blister rust, an introduced disease that 
attacks whitebark pine trees, is spreading faster than 
scientists anticipated. The threat may bluster argu- 
ments to expand the recovery area for the bears in the 
Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem. 

Since 1 900, whitebark pine in the United States has 
declined by 45-50 percent throughout its natural 
range. The trees are threatened from several sides, 
from fire suppression to infestation of insect species, 
but blister rust may pose the greatest danger of all. 
Scientists now fear the disease could wipe out more 
than 90 percent of the whitebark population. 

Blister rust, which thrives in wet conditions, may 
also be adapting to drier climates. The result is an 
increase m whitebark pine infection and mortality in 
the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem. 

The ecological significance of whitebark pines has 
been recognized only recently. Conservationists point 
to a vital correlation between the trees and grizzlies. 

Bearing large seeds that are high in fat, whitebark 
pine trees provide an important food source for 
many animal species. Biologists say the nutritious 
seeds are one of the four major food sources upon 
which grizzlies depend. Rich in digestible lipids, 
whitebark pine seeds can provide as much as 40 
percent of a bear's winter fat layer. Research also 
suggests that the seeds contain estrogenic com- 
pounds, which may increase grizzly reproduction. 

When the pine-nut crop is poor, grizzly bears seek 
oiit alternative sources in their caloric race against 
winter. Instead of looking for nuts at high elevations 
where whitebark pines grow, they often head to 


receptacles. There they encounter more humans and 
more conflict. 

Research shows that bear mortality doubles in 
these low-seed years. In 1995, when pine-nut 
production was minimal, 17 grizzlies were killed 
in the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem due to run- 
ins with humans. 

Because there are only an estimated 200-400 bears 
in the area, even a modest increase in the death toll 
poses a serious threat to the population. The current 
version of the grizzly bear recovery plan ignores the 
anticipated shortage of whitebark pine seeds. 

Grizzlies and black bears will raid squirrel caches 
to get at the pine seeds, one of their favorite foods. 

"Other key food sources such as bison and cut- 
throat trout are also threatened," said Louisa Wilcox, 
project coordinator for the Sierra Club's Grizzly Bear 
Ecosystems Project. "Options for bears are getting 
smaller with current trends in private-land develop- 
ment and off-road vehicle use," she added. 

Besides sustaining the grizzly bear population, 
whitebark pine is an important tree species for red 
squirrels, Clark's nutcrackers and other wildlife. 

Whitebark pine communities also influence the 
hydrology of the drainages where they occur. Be- 
cause they thrive in high altitudes, particularly on 
windy ridges, and have broad crowns, the trees are 
responsible for significant amounts of high-eleva- 
tion snow accumulation. This results in delayed 
snowmelt and extends short-lived stream-flow peri- 
ods in the spring and summer. 

Conservationists say the development of whitebark 
pine strains that are resistant to blister rust should be 
pursued aggressively. Whitebark stands take from 
500-700 years to regenerate. 

Margot Higgins is a writer for Environmental News 
Network (ENN). ENN is an news service at enn.com. 
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A Vermont activist gets hauled away by police during a U'wa 
support action at Gore for Prez headquarters in New Hampshire. 


Santa Barbara EF! Rallies 
Against Al and Oxy! 

by Roadrunner, Santa Barbara EF! 

On January 31, the World Environment Center 
(WEC) held a three-day conference in Santa Barbara, 
California, called "Global Environmental Harmoni- 
zation in the Third Millennium . " Sounds pretty green, 
eh? Don't be fooled — the WEC is made up of the 
who's who of multinational corporations. (For a 
complete list, see www.wec.org.) Its current presi- 
dent is Ray Ankers, a former employee of bio-tech 
giant Novartis. Be advised that it is of the same ilk as 
WTO, IMF and World Bank. By the way, cost to 
attend the conference: $795. 

Representatives of Los Angeles-based Occidental ' 
Petroleum (Oxy) were present at the conference. 
Members of Amazon Watch, the Action Resource 
; Center and local Santa Barbara activists were on hand 
to protest Occidental's intrusion into U'wa territory 
in Colombia. The protest was also joined by members 
of Global Peace Walk 2000 who had just walked in 
from San Francisco. 

The second day of protesting brought a surprise 
visit from Al Gore, accompanied by an Occidental 
representative and armed military guards (actually 
University of California-Santa Barbara students)! A 
mobile bed was dropped off at the site and Al was 
wheeled in with his strange bedfellow, copious 
amounts of money spilling from their pockets. Al was 
asked many questions, which he deftly deflected. 
Will, he divest from Occidental? Will he use his 
influence to get Oxy out of U'wa land? 

Atossa Soltani of Amazon Watch finessed her way 
into a lecture by Carl Wirdak, the Director of Environ- 
mental Affairs for Oxy. She saw her opportunity to grab 
a microphone, turned it on and told the audience the 
truth about Oxy's business in Colombia. She said Oxy 
is practicing gun diplomacy by relying on the military. 
She relayed the stark news that a government official 
was killed recently — the man who processed the U'wa's 
purchase of land near a proposed drilling site. 

The dynamic duo of Al Gore and his Oxy friend also 
made an appearance inside the conference just before 
Ms. Soltani spoke up. They were quickly escorted out 
and arrested for trespassing. Al Gore and friend went 
through a speedy processing at the local jail and went 
back to join the protest. They were greeted with cheers. 

When Ms. Soltani emerged and addressed the pro- 
testers, she rallied everyone to march and chant 
around the large circular courtyard of tine building. 
With a bullhorn in the lead, marchers chanted slo- 
gans like, "Deforestation, relocation, bullshit! Get off 
it! The enemy is profit!", and, "Oxy out of U'wa 
land!" Then the crowd moved out of the rotunda and 
marched toward the building, at which point hotel 
security guards pushed and shouted at protesters to 
move back. Protesters rapped fists on the windows. 
Drumming and chanting ensued. 

v y 


NO BLOOD FOR OIL 
ON U'WA LAND 



continued from page 1 

Many were forced to jump into the fast flowing 
Cubujon River, and in the process at least three 
children drowned. Adults were also injured, and a 
number of U'wa are still missing. 

Rural workers across the region began a three-day 
general strike on February 15 to protest the use of 
force against the U'wa. Businesses remained closed, 
and public transportation was suspended. 

The resistance culminated when at least 1,200 
U'wa arrived on February 21 at the small commu- 
nity of Gibraltar and again blocked the road to the 
drill site. The town is approximately six kilometers 
from the site of the first well planned by Oxy. 

Thousands of campesinos, students, union mem- 
bers and other indigenous peoples joined the U'wa 
in resuming the blockade. 

"It's something indefinite that will only end 
with a commitment from the gov- 
ernment to halt the petroleum ex- 
ploration in the Samore Block. We 
ask that the Ministers of the Envi- 
ronment, Juan Mayr, and of the In- 
terior, Nestor Humberto Martinez, 
come and endorse this agreement," 
said Reina Rojas, Secretary of the 
Association of Campesinos. 

Observers in the area report that a 
heavy military and police contingent is 
monitoring the protesters and has stopped 
some shipments of food and medical sup- 
plies bound for the U'wa. 

Meanwhile, U'wa supporters around the 
world have been stepping up their ac- 
tions to support the resistance. Activists ***** 
have targeted Occidental's two most im- ^ Told tTproZstcZl 
portant shareholders — Fidelity Invest- 
ments, which controls nearly 10 percent of Oxy 
stock, and US Vice President Al Gore, who has long- 
standing ties with Oxy. 

Gore's connection to Oxy stems from his father's 
position as a vice president and board member of 
Oxy and is the basis of the Gore family fortune. 

Gore Jr. directly benefits from this in several ways. 

He owns up to $500,000 in Oxy stock and stands to 
reap large financial rewards from the drilling on 
U'wa land. Oxy and its employees are also frequent 
and generous contributors to both the Gore cam- 
paign and to the Democratic party. In 1996, Oxy 
Chairman Ray Irani gave the Democratic National 
Committee $ 1 00, 000 j ust two days after sleeping in 
the Lincoln Bedroom of the White House. 

On January 26 activists from Native Forest Net- 
work, ACERCA (Action for Community and Ecol- 
ogy in the Rainforests of Central America), Amazon 
Watch and Rainforest Action Network stormed 
Gore's campaign headquarters in Manchester, New 
Hampshire. Supported by dozens of demonstrators 
outside, eight environmental and human rights 
activists engaged in civil disobedience and called 
on Gore to use his deep family and financial ties to 
Occidental to block the planned drilling. The activ- 
ists, who in several cases had resisting arrest added 
to their criminal trespass charge, will be facing a 
jury trial in March. Other actions targeting 
Gore have happened at his national 
campaign headquarters in Nashville, 

Tennessee, as well as in Santa Barbara, 

California, and in Olympia, Washing- 
ton, where protesters managed to com- 
pletely drown out Gore's speech with 
chants of "Gore for sale!" 

Likewise, Boston-based Fidelity In- 
vestments, the world's largest mutual fund com- 
pany, has been targeted; it controls more than 30- 
million Occidental shares. Activists are demanding 
that Fidelity uses its influence as one of Oxy's 
largest investors to cancel the project. On February 
3, simultaneous protests were held in 34 cities in 
nine countries. From Tokyo to London and in 23 
cities across the US, Fidelity got the message that it 


people. Fidelity's business as usual was disrupted 
by demonstrations, vigils, rallies, pickets, die-ins 
and even a talking briefcase. It has had to hire 
both uniformed and undercover security at many 
of their investor centers, andin London, itboarded 
up much of its office in preparation for a demon- 
stration by Reclaim the Streets. 

Meanwhile in Washington DC Larry Meriage, 
Occidental Petroleum's Vice President of Public 
Affairs, admitted that Oxy regularly pays off 
Colombia's two main guerrilla groups. Testifying 
before the Criminal Justice, Drug Policy and 
Human Resources Subcommittee of the House of 
Representatives, Meriage stated that: "[our em- 
ployees] are regularly shaken down by both the 
FARC and the ELN. They are required to pay a 
"war tax" to both of the guerrilla groups or 
they are not able to work." 

Oil is at the center of Colombia's 
bloody civil war, which has claimed 
25,000 lives in the past decade alone. 
Occidental's nearby Cano Limon 
pipeline has been bombed by guer- 
rillas over 600 times in its 12 years 
of operation. The attacks have 
spilled approximately 2. 1-mil- 
lion barrels of crude oil 
into the soil and rivers — 
! eight times the amount 
spilled by the Exxon Valdez. 
The US has very strong 
ties with Colombia. Not only 
does Colombia sell most of its 
oil to the US market, but un- 
der the auspices of the "War 
on Drugs" US military aid to 
the repressive regime in Co- 
lombia continues to grow. This year Colombia 
received $300 million in aid making them the 
third largest recipient of US military aid in the 
world after Israel and Egypt. The US already has 
hundreds of counterinsurgency military advi- 
sors in Colombia, and the Clinton administra- 
tion is currently proposing a $1.3 billion aid 
package. This would equal approximately $2 
million a day for 650 days in military aid to the 
Colombian security forces. On February 29 
FARC responded to Clinton's proposal by de- 
claring war on the US and vowing to fight 
against what they call US "intervention." 

For 500 years the indigenous peoples of the 
Americas have been slaughtered so that the 
natural resources of their homelands could be 
stolen. From Big Mountain to Chiapas to Co- 
lombia, indigenous peoples are saying, "Ya 
basta!" The U'wa have put out the call for 
international solidarity, and now we must 
answer. Their very survival depends upon our 
taking action now! Shut down the nearest 
Fidelity Investor Center. Confront Al Gore 
when he comes to your town. Spread the word 
about the U'wa. Like the U'wa say, if tradi- 
tional peoples and the Earth itself are to have 
any real future, we 


$ 
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will be held accountable for the safety of the U'wa 


must unite all our struggles into 
"a global crusade to defend 
life." Hasta la victoria! 

For more information contact 
the Rainforest Action Network, 
221 Pine St., San Francisco, CA 
94104; 1-800-989-RAIN; 

organize@ran.org; www.ran.org or 
www.amazonwatch.org. 


Another New 
Hampshire 
demonstrator. 
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Our pristine wilderness experience in the Mojave National Preserve 


by Cliff, with help from Kris, Josh, Daniel and Rueben 

The disorganizes who put together the 2000 Organizer's Conference outdid 
themselves with a site in the fabulous Mojave National Preserve. We spent the 
better part of five days playing in and around a jungle gym of old mining 
equipment in dunes speckled with cowpies (the latter being great fire starter). 
On the nights when clouds obscured the stars we still had distant city lights to 
keep us from being scared of the dark. Our discussions were punctuated by 
explosions at the nearby bombing range. Whooee! We may prefer pristine 
places, but the disorganizers were smarter than some of us might have been: 
There wasn't too much we could fuck up in our wild frolicking. And even if we 
had, the Park Service wants to pave the spot anyway. 

Mom a lso r eminded us that n ature bats last, whipping us with wind (as we 
huctdled in huge tents with a dozen stalwart women posted on the upwind end 
to keep the whole thing from flying away), blasting us with sand and pelting 
us with rain. Get outta here, and take your damned cows with you! Just when 
some of us chased down our gear and retreated into our trucks for the duration, 
the sun carofixtuL and the wind sub sided^/ 
r ~ On the first morning of the conference about 25 people circled around Corbin 
Harney, a Western Shoshone spiritual leader. The group held hands watching 
the fire crackle as Corbin beat the drum and sang to the rising sun. Everyone 
danced in a circle to the drumbeats and the prayers passed down for generations 




the United Nations and the IMF. Both Tucson and New York would invite 
contributions from other radical activists representing diverse issues and people. 

The Eugene Journalistas said they believe that many of those goals can be met 
while keeping the paper in its current home and they encouraged more diverse 
story submissions. They also invited people from everywhere to come and work 
a short-term stint on the editorial staff, to help share skills and infuse the paper 
with new ideas and perspectives. 

By the third meeting, folks mostly agreed that the Mojave Organizers 
Conference could make the decision to move the Journal but that there was 
no urgent reason to do so. Two women said that people who might want to 
opine had not attended, expecting to decide at the Katuah rendezvous this 
summer. It seems likely that a decision will be made in Katuah, so if you've 
got an opinion you've got another reason to get your ass out there. Tucson 
and New York both promised to return with more detailed proposals, 
including a proposed editorial affinity group to go through the new-editor 
grilling process in the Smokey Mountains. 

But please don't think the whole four days were about nothing but the Joumall 
The best-attended events, other than meals, were discussions of strategy and 
tactics, the direction of the movement, a post-WTO discussion, informal 
gatherings of folks and the closing session of reports from different regions. 

The meals were awesome, thanks to the expert chefs from Seeds of Peace. And 
all that nice, chewy sand that Mom added to spice the food did us wonders, both 
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on the sacred (if battle-scarred) desert land. The ceremony ended with indi- in terms of cleaning our teeth and scouring our intestines... yum. But I digress... 


vidual offe rings t o the sm oldering fire as the colors of sunri se faded^awav. 
'TTieThain _ points on the agenda for the three days of meetings were process^ 
a couple of discussions about the EF! Journal, strategy and tactics, a post- WTO 
check in, discussion of the identity and direction of the Earth First! movement 
and regional updates. 

The first thing the group did was define its purview in making decisions for 
the movement. Folks from around the country put their heads together and 
agreed that the Organizer's Conference is empowered to make binding deci- 
sions the same way the Round River Rendezvous is. Those decisions can always 
be revisited and changed by folks at the rendezvous, but the RRR doesn't have 
to ratify those decisions. __ 

the group also agreed to keep notes about major discussions and decisions 
made at the RRR or the Organizers' Conference, following a model used by folks, 
jn Katuah. Cathie Berry is keeping those notes. 

Then we talked about the Journal over the course of three big meetings. The 
first meeting was an update by the staff, introducing old and new staffers and 
explaining how things are going in terms of money and subscriptions. That 
meeting also was where we decided on a new process for hiring members of 
the editorial collective. The old process, where new hires have to be approved 
at the RRR, showed its potential for abuse in a bitter and divisive meeting last 
summer. The new proposal from the Journal staff, which the Organizer's 
Conference consensed on, is that the Journal collective can hire and fire the 
members of its own affinity group but the movement (at either the RRR or the 
C)C) can fire the collective as a whole if such measures are deemed necessary^ 
This empowers the collective to function as a true affinity group and prevents 
a process that allows individuals to be singled out for attack as happened last 
^summer in Colorado. All new hires will still go through an interview "grilling'" 
by the movement at the next major gathering, which the Journal folks said 
they thought was a positivqand healthy process. We then proceeded to grill 
Adam, the new long termer^> 

At the second Journal meeting we began talking about the proposals to move 
the paper to Tucson or New York. One major theme of both proposals was that 
the Journal — and the movement by way of the Journal — needs to do a better job 
of reaching out to people of color and the working class. Proponents of both 
proposals said that their cities provide a better front-line perspective on global- 
ization and ethnic diversity than Eugene, increasing access and relevance to 
people who are this movement's natural allies. Tucson is the front lines for border 
issues, NAFTA, maquiladoras and indigenous struggles. New York is the belly of 
the beast for urban and multinational issues given its proximity to Wall Street, 


We filled a huge tent as the wind howled, discussing the direction-ofjhe 
moveme nt. Peop lg_att hat meeting h el d a variety of viewpoints, am t the gist of s 
fhe~discussion seemed to be that EF! has expand ed — and is continuing to 
' expand-2from its originaTfocus on biocentrism, wilderness ancTdirect actibrrte- -P 


I beco me a network or coalit ion underfhe EF! banner whose concerns inc lude 
1 struggles, environmental justice, anti-capitalism and anti-globalization.' 




he long-time activist said she defined EF!'s core values as being biocentrism, 
direct action and no compromise. A show of hands found that fewer than half 
the group considered those to be their core values, although another woman 
said she hadn't raised her hand because the list left out her concerns about 
patriarchy and racism. 

The regional roundups, the post- WTO discussion and the strategy and tactics 
discussion were roundtables where individual activists told stories or gave their 
own reports. During strategy and tactics, folks from Minnehaha talked about 
road blockades and others discussed treesitting, agit-prop and other tactics. 
Cascadians talked about the intricate web of rope they call a pod, a protester- 
containing system that hangs from trees and is impervious to Freddie attacks. 

In the post- WTO discussion there was general agreement that the Seattle cops 
made several tactical errors that favored the shut-down by activists. There was 
also a feeling that big "days of action" can't substitute for community organiz- 
ing back home. Folks talked about the challenging and long-term needs for true 
alliance building among eco-activists, labor and human rights groups, al- 
though a few people raised concerns about "compromises" involved in aligning 
witfUabor and others who don't share a biocentric focus. 

Our evenings were about what you'd expect, with the obligatory amoeba^ 
folks crashing into each other (my back still hurts), naked firewalking and all 
sorts of singing, poetry and popcorn around the campfire. Our troubadours are 
more important than we think — and more important than we remember to let 
/ them know. So here's a wild howl for everyone who sang and a special one from 
\me to Spring, Solstice, Squash and David Rovics. Ooooweeeee! 

About 20 people met at dawn on February 14, the day after the OC, for a 
sunrise prayer circle and demonstration at the Mojave Generating Station in 
nearby Laughlin, Nevada. Things didn't go quite as planned. A bunch of folks 
toured the site and did some reconnaisance. Later, chased out of a mall parking 
lot by cops, one vehicle inadvertantly ran over a can of white paint and left a 
mess on the asphalt. Between the reconn and the paint, several activists got 
fines and at least two may be facing conspiracy charges. We've been asked to 
keep our description of the day sparse by folks facing charges. Make sure you 
pick up the next issue of the Journal to find out what happens next. 
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OK, 111 say it real slow for those of ya who are having trouble 


continued from page 3 
Dear nighttime gardeners! 

In the last six months, there 
has been 26 actions taken against 
genetically-engineered crops and 
the multinationals forcing them 
on the world! 

Now the ELF has gotten into it 
burning down a Monsanto lab 
at the University of Michigan 
and destroying GE Quaker Oats 
at the University of Minnesota. 

Are we going to allow the in- 
dustry to recover, or are we go- 
ing to take action and bury them? 

It's your choice. Bemoan the 
situation or do your research, find 
your local biotech company and 
pull their crops. It's easy and 
simple. Just three easy steps... 

1) Find the bastards! 

2) Locate the crops! 

3) Sab it! 

Oh yeah, be careful and shut 
yer mouth! For a copy of the 
new "Nighttime Gardener's 
Guide," you can e-mail us at 
nighttimegardeners@angelfire.com 

Love, 

FARMER OBI 

Dear SFB, 

We're alarmed by the fact that 
Home Depot continues selling 
old growth wood from Brazil, 
British Columbia, Malaysia, In- 
donesia, Bolivia & other coun- 
tries. Only 22 percent of the 
world's old-growth forests are 
still intact, and there is less than 
4 percent of US ancient forest 
left. Seventy six countries have 
already lost all of their old- 
growth forest, and 11 more are 
on the verge of losing it. 

Logging is the greatest factor in 
the loss of rainforests. Daily, hun- 
dreds of species of rare plants, 
animals, insects and small organ- 
isms become extinct, being driven 
forever from the earth by such 
activities as logging. The loss of 
rainforests is the biggest catastro- 
phe in human history. It still can 
be stopped. There are already al- 
ternatives to old-growth wood and 
to reduce our wood consumption. 

We understand that Home De- 
pot finally said it will stop selling 
old-growth wood by the year 
2002. We'll look forward to see- 
ing it. In the meantime, we ask 
you to do everything you can to 
immediately reduce the selling of 
rainforest wood by Home Depot. 

The logging operations are of- 
ten illegal, destroy ecosystems 
and threaten the livelihood of 
indigenous people. Numerous 
Indians (including Amazon In- 
dians), Southeast Asians and 
others have been killed by log- 
gers seeking timber. Brazilian 
Intelligence Agency reported 
that most of the logging in Bra- 
zil is illegal. A major part of 
wood logging in British Colum- 
bia goes to the US, and 90 per- 
cent of everything logged in BC 
comes from ancient forest. 

We want to remind you that 
such companies like Kinkos and 
major European home im- 
provement retailers responded 
to the crisis in the world's for- 
ests by reducing selling old- 
growth wood. We demand that 
Hoihe Depot stops selling all 
old-growth wood to save the 
future for the next generation 
and their children. 

— P. Bob Sobanski 

Polish American Environmental 
Alliance 

Dear SFB 

Two years dedicating your 
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entire life in protection of a vital, 
awe inspiring and a much-threat- 
ened piece of our Mama is inspi- 
rational and needs to be com- 
mended and respected, but ulti- 
mately what we need to ask is. 
"Will buying the planet save her? " 

Of course not. By offering any- 
thing but resistance to their rape, 
murder and enslavement of our 
world, we legitimize our masters 
control over us. Maybe Luna will 
stand for the next 50 ye§rs. 
Maybe the 200-foot "buffer 
zone" won't get cut. Maybe 
Maxxam/Pacific Lumber or just 
a pissed logger won't decide to 
cut her anyway. Overall, I think 
forest defense and earth, libera- 
tion has taken a step backwards. 
We need to dismantle the sys- 
tem, which commodifies our 
lives and the land which sus- 
tains us. We compromise daily 
in our lives, but when we will- 
ingly offer large sums of money 
to multi-national corporations 
and promote this as a method of 
positive change, we miss the real 
problem. We need to recognize 
that capitalism and greed are 
the root of global destruction. 

Celebrity status may bring at- 
tention to certain problems, but 
ecosystems are only saved 
through strong movements of 
dedicated people and nature's 
healing processes. We must 
challenge our privilege and 
stand in solidarity with peoples 
of the world to bring down the 
imperial beast. From the Ogonis 
of the Niger Delta, to the 
Zapatistas of Chiapas, to the 
tree people of Red Cloud Thun- 
der, to the black-clad revolu- 
tionaries in Seattle, the resis- 
tance to oppression is growing. 
You have brought attention to 
the cutting of the last of our 
old-growth forests. Now we 
must deepen our analysis and 
avoid the path of compromise 
and reform. As you travel 
around the world to talk about 
your experiences and forest pro- 
tection, it is essential to remem- 
ber that it is the institutions of 
control and profit which run 
the world, and it is them we 
must fight with every breath. 

On the Move, 

— Robin Terranova 


all the other NAB's on the yard 
and writes to that bunch of ad- 
dresses you list. 

In anycase... I finally came to 
the conclusion that I won't be 
able to get involved with direct 
action when I get out. If 1 get 
caught doing anything illegal, I 
guess I can get the three strikes 
bullshit. It cramps my style, but 
I have a good head on my shoul- 
ders, and I like to investigate 
things and write about them. So 
maybe there's a spot for me in 
this deal. I am going to enclose 
an article I wrote for a newspa- 
per out of Seattle. You may not 
be able to use it in your zine but 
I hope you like it anyway. I just 
got done writing another one 
which deals with the decay of 
the prison system in America, 
and I think I did a pretty good 
job. When it is done being 
printed I'll make a few copies 
and send you one. If you like it 
feel free to use it. People need to 
open up their eyes and see/hear 
what is really going on in pris- 
ons. I really hope that I will be 


The people of Santa Cruz 
formed mutltiple petitions that 
were located in stores, bakeries 
and billboards. After many pe- 
titions had been completed and 
many meetings were held, 
CalTrans decided to make the 
sidewalk go around the tree. 
The hard work of so many 
people paid off. 

In your magazine, there are a 
lot of articles where people say 
that using violence is a good 
way to get what they want. I 
don't agree with this, and the 
experience that the people of 
Santa Cruz had shows that vio- 
lence can be avoided through 
patience and hard work. 

In conclusion, I think that# 
petitions do work but you have 
to be keep on trying. A lot of 
the time companies ignore 
numorous amounts of petitions 
and they might never change 
but it's good to try anyway be- 
cause sometimes it does help. 
Sincerely, "jM% 

y 41'', - 

—Elisabeth Brewer 
Eds Note, Earth First! is a non- 

•' .• : ■ .r," ' V " " 5 ' 


Hey now... 

I just got the EF! Journal you sent 
and even though I've only 
skimmed through it I gotta tell ya' 
that I'm impressed! Thanks a lot 
for sending it and thanks for not 
charging me. I am not poor but 
prison makes us all work for our 
stuff, hygiene, etc, and so the 
moneylmakeusuallygoesto those 
things. I just got hired to work as a 
janitor (wheee... lots-o-fun) as a 
part time job so l will send you 
some stamps at a later date. 

So let me tell you something 
right out of the gate... You guys 
are doing a kick ass job, and I got 
nothing but respect for all of you 
putting yourself out for the 
"cause." A lot of the guys in here 
with me are pretty hyped up over 
theradical goings on at the WTO, 
and now they all want to read my 
newsletters from around the 
world. 1 get as many as I can so 1 
can still keep in touch with the 
■scene. Good stuff all in all. 

One of my friends in here is a 
Native- American and he saw the 
article on the White Buffalo and 
went ballistic. He is next in line 
td read this issue. I wouldn't be 
surprised if he got together with 


able to make a difference by writ- violent direct action movement 

and has never advocated violence. 
Property detruction has been a 
tactic of Earth First! since day one 
and by progressive movements 
from the Luddites to the 
Ploughshares who all saw them- 
selves as nonviolent. 


ing about things rather than tak- 
ing action... we'll see. 

Listen, I don't know how of- 
ten you print this zine but if 
you could send me one from 
time to time 1 would really ap- 
preciate it. Keep in mind too 
that this issue will be read by a 
lot more people than just me. 
You're changing minds in here 
by continuing to put your cause 
in the face of the assholes. 

I don't know how you are orga- 
nized, but if some of you have 
the time to write a few words 
every now and again I would 
appreciate it. It's nice to get mail 
from folks and hey, what the 
hell... I'm fuckin' bored in here! 

Take it easy and keep up the 
good work. I hope to hear from 
you soon. 

— Dave Seif #60492, 
Arizona State Prison Tucson, 

FOB 24402, Tucson, AZ. 85734- 

b SSBBB*** i 4402 
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Dear SFB, 

It is an insult that Julia Butter- 
fly has to pay $50,000 after two 
years in a redwood. She deserves 
better than that. And protecting 
only a few acres around the tree 
does nothing to shield it from a 
violent wind storm. Imagine hav- 
ing to pay $50,000 to prevent a 
mining company from stealing 
stone from the pyrimids and then 
preserving only a few acres of 
desert around them. The world 
would be outraged because the 
pyramids are human creations, 
yet undisturbed because the red- 
woods are natural creations. 

— Anthropocentrism 

Dear Earth First!, 

I would like to tell you the 
story when a community suc- 
cessfully worked to save an im- 
portant and historic part of their 
town. There was a road called 
Mission St. that was too skinny 
to deal with the rush hour traffic 
in this town. The people of Santa 
Cruz voted that this road should 
be widened. 

A company called CalTrans 
came to widen it. They found that 
the cheapest way to widen the 
road was to cut down the red- 
wood, and the sidewalk would go 
where the tree was. Many people 
became upset, but Caltran ignored 
them. It looked like the people 
would have no say in this matter. 
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Dear SFB, 

As one who has been a 
treehugger since they called 
us conservationists, I feel the 
need to address the black- 
masked anarkids I saw in Se- 
attle at the WTO. 

There is a definite weakness in 
your movement, one that allows 
you to be easily used by the very 
ones you seek to destroy. You 
must realize that whenever a 
group of people camouflage them- 
selves of conceal their identity, 
they are immediately vulnerable 
to penetration and manipulation 
by people who are smarter than 
they are and wish to discredit 
them. If you wear a uniform, you 
immediately become responsible 
for the actions of all in that uni- 
form, whether it is a brown shirt, 
a Special Forces beret or a black ski 
mask. Hello? Could you make it 
easier for agents provacateurs to 
misrepresent whatever noble 
cause you might embrace? So who 
really owns www.anarchy.com, 
do you suppose, and what are 
they selling? 

I've espoused Anarchy as a 
political philosophy for 20 
years. Some of the Anarchists I 
associated with in my youth 
now vote Republcan and com- 
mit white collar crimes. The 
attitude of a vandal is easily 
corrupted to the attitude of a 
thief. Both worship property; 
the true Anarchist ignores it. If 
you really want to do some- 
thing that might impact the 
corporations, find a way to 
make them spend a ton of 
money. They fear and respect 
that. Maybe 500 bucks seems 
like a lot for a piece of glass, but 
it is just a few pairs of Nikes. A 
pretty small price for the cor- 
porations to pay in order to 
justify imposing a police state 
on the peaceful demonstrators 
that represent the true threat 
to their hold on power. 

When I see people utilize the 
cover of a legitimate protest to 
commit acts of personal pride, 
as I have seen these Anarchkids 


doing, it strikes me as the as the 
behavoir of a rich and spoiled 
child. There is no political state- 
ment involved. Hell, I took pic- 
tures of the cops standing by 
while people spray paint cop cars. 
Did they spray pepper spray on 
people for doing it? No way! They 
hosed the demonstrators. Do you 
think the TV showed the broken 
shit because you scared some- 
one? Ha! They did it so the au- 
thorities could blame someone 
(anyone!) besides the corpora- 
tions for imposing martial law. 

I'm sure it was fun to break 
glass, and I'm just as sure you 
were happy to be warm and safe 
in your bed in your parents' 
house that night. The people 
who went to jail for their beliefs 
were the heroes, and you need 
to know the difference. It takes 
SSBBffrage to stand up for what 
you believe in. Any moron can 
break a window. 

Anarchkids, you act as if you 
have never known real violence, 
so remember this advice: In a 
time of peace, violence is an 
option. But it is a one-way street. 
Once you have entered a time 
of violence, peace is no longer 
an option. Do not be in a big 
fucking hurry to go there. 

— Fun Guy 

Dear Earth First!, 

I've nearly finished reading 
my first EF! Journal subscription 
issue, and J am pleased to report 
that I am ever more impressed 
with the excellent writing and 
coverage, and the apparent un- 
compromising integrity and 
passionate dedication of its staff. 
Previously, I had sought the/o«r- 
nal in my neighborhood book- 
stores, often unable to find an 
issue for months. Thank you for 
mailing one so promptly. 

As a student of enviromental 
studies I find the Journal inspir- 
ing, and as a social-justice ac- 
tivist I feel closely associated 
with many of its writer/activ- 
ists; also, I depend on Earth First: 
for the latest in the frontline 
enviromental activism. There- 
fore, 1 would like to make a 
donation. Twenty dollars is all 
that I can afford at this time, 
but I would like a copy of your 
new merchandise catalog, as 
there are several items in it that 
you mentioned in your letter 
that I would like to order. 

Sincerely, 

— Don R. Lartz 

Dear friends, 

I believe that the Journal should 
remain based in Eugene, you folks 
are doing a good job. 

For the Earth, 

— Antoinette 

Dear EF!f, 

Greetings from the land, high 
on Black Mesa, Big Mountain 
Dine tah. We're still here, de- 
spite intense threats and harass- 
ment lately. I haven't been able 
to use a computer or cheesemail. 

I don't know when the next time 
I'll feel it's safe to leave. It seems 
like any day now the authorities 
will make a big move. We were 
just served an impound notice, 
they say they will be by at any 
time now to steal three quarters 
of the goats and the sheep and 
all the horses and cows. They 
just brutalised eight of the cows 
to the point at which they could 
not survive here. Every other 
day there seems to be extremely 



understanding my accent no more than 300 words, tossers! 


low plane flybys. On the 11th 
the plane was approximately 120 
feet above the ground, nearly 
grazing the juniper trees. I live in 
the Lanes. A few years back they 
broke Granma's fingers and hit 
her back with the force of an im- 
poundment trailer. I don't know 
what they will try next. 

I'm happy your selling the CD I 
made, the ad looks great, I hope 
some peple will hear it and come 
up here. We're extremely low on 
numbers. Mail is really the best 
way of communication for me, its 
the only way I can, I don't feel 
comfortable leaving the land and 
as you probably guessed, we don't 
have eletricity up here (or com- 
puters, or even running water!) I 
wanted to add my address to the 
ad. It's the Big Mountain support 
group in Flagstaff They do recon 
up here and bring me mail. POB 
23501, Flagstaff, AZ 86002. 

I'm sure you know of the 
February 2000 deadline. It's im- 
portant also to know that it's 
really no excuse to wait until 
February for folks to come down 
here. They are trying to get us 
out all the time and it’s only 
getting more intense, I hope 
we're still here in February. 

I liked the new Journal, espe- 
cially the Minnehaha articles and 
the cover art "Starting Over." That 
is a really intense picture, kind of 
says it all! I do believe the Journal 
is the most important means of 
inter-stuggle communication as 
well as a powerful united mes- 
sage to unconverted complacent 
masses. Ya basta 
Well, I'm writing this and try- 
ing to herd sheep at the same 
time and the the flock is straying 
so, I'l have to leave the shade of 
this juniper free, 

Todes para toles nada pora 
nostotros, f ’% 

— Sheepherdin' Sean 
PS Do any other ef! musicians 
want to join together under a 
common record label/ destroy 
copywriting, get some kinda MP3 
website or otherwise unify? 

Dear all, 

It's now bg,en two years since 
Ted Kaczynski was sentenced to 
multiple life terms for the 1 978- 
95 anti-tech Unabombing cam- 
paign, following a farcical trial 
in Sacramento. Ted's currently 
appealing his conviction. 

After the trial, Ted was sent 
to the notorious Florence 
supermax, Colorado, where 
he's been denied visits from 
everyone except journalists, 
who he generally doesn't want 
to talk to. 

Ted's main contact with the 
outside world has been by mail, 
with publishers Context Books 
covering postage costs. Now 
Ted's rebuttal to smears against 
him by his family and the me- 
dia, Truth v Lies, is not being 
published, he is no longer re- 
ceiving this mail money. 

The Friends of Ted Kaczynski 
has been formed to cover Ted's 
mailing costs. A donation of just 
30c will pay for a letter out, so 
please support anarchist politi- 
cal prisoner! Send your dona- 
tions -preferably well-hidden 
cash dollars- to POB 11331, Eu- 
gene, OR 97440 or BCM 1715, 
London WC1N 3XX, UK clearly 
make "Friends of Ted Kaczynski" 
(cheques payable to John Zerzan) 
Yours for the destruction of 
civilisation, 

— George Woodsel 


sd 


To Earth First! 

I speak for the will of the Lord. 
All car's must end. We must return 
to riding horses. 

In time you will understand this. 

Don't say we can't do this. Man 
was riding horses for thousands of 
years. Cars are only a recent devel- 
opment. 

We must build towns and cit- 
ies without cars to set an ex- 
ample. The rest will follow. 

I am a messager of god. God's 
will be done. 

In the word of God will not be 
denied. You will respond in time. 

— Sam H Miller, 

Dear Journal, 

Chellis Glendinning in her in- 
terview with Errol Schweizer in 
the last issue once again misin- 
forms readers about Zero cut in 
northern New Mexico when she 
says "I know that Zero cut activ- 
ists find the idea to be a 
travesty. ..but I'm in favor of soft- 
ening Zero cut to accomodate 
indigenous peoples with prior 
claim to the land who are prac- 
ticing sustainable forestry" 

First of all, she has no idea what 
Zero cut activists here think, be- 
cause she never talks to us. We 
can assume that neither would 
Errol Schweizer, who elsewhere 
in the Journal proposes becoming 
it's editor. Had either of them 
deigned to contact us, they would 
have found out that what we ac- 
tually support is the National For- 
est Protection and Restoration Act, 
HR 1396, currently cosponsored 
by 76 members of Congress in- 
cluding 25 of the 35 members of 
the Black Congressional Caucus 
and such labor champions as 
David Bonoir, Luis Guitierrez and 
Loretta Sanchez among others. 

The bill does not affect the 1.5 
million acres of state, private, 
and tribal forestlands in north- 
ern New Mexico at all. We sup- 
port efforts to practice sustain- 
able forestry on these lands. Fur- 
ther, it has always been the posi- 
tion of the Zero Cut campaign 
that dispute over lands on which 
there are prior claims should be 
settled in a fair process. 

Wannabes like Chellis only 
contribute to existing tensions 
when they misrepresent posi- 
tions such as Zero Cut to local 
people and, now in the EF! Jour- 
nal, of all places. While striving 
to live her "pure politic"- sup- 
posedly a blend of Zero Cut Lite 
and Neo-Luddite, Chellis actu- 
ally participated in logging 
some of the last oldgrowth in 
northern New Mexico, on the 
Carson National Forest. Wel- 
come to Luddite-Lite. And, 
please, don't give the Journal to 
that guy Schweizer, lest we end 
up with Journal-Lite. 

— Mama Bear 
Zero Cut Campaign 

EF! Journal, 

Thanks for printing the 
"Nightime Gardner" in the lat- 
est edition of your excellent rag. 

You will recieve a new ver- 
sion of the updated Nighttime 
Gardener within a week. Thanks 
for your support of anti-biotech 
actions etc. I 

Surelooks like we're winning, no? " 
— Nighttime Gardeners 

PS: I'm sure you can find some 
interesting things growing at 
OSU's greenhouses if you looked.. . 

PS 2:The president of agritope 
http://www.agritope.com lives 
in Eugene, 


Dear SFB, 

The proposals in the last issue 
to move the Earth First! Journal 
do not contain strong arguments 
to do so. 

The Tucson folks believe the 
collective should fairly present 


Dear Shit For Brains, 

I saw the proposal from 
Tuscon EF! about moving the 
Journal. Could not more tactful 
and considerare. Anyone who 
welcomes, indeed embraces the 
responsibiliteis of putting out 


"every tactic and strategy" and journal* deserves a shot at 

"remain Dersonallv unbiased reft* experience 


'remain personally unbiased 
and as those participarqf^ WhO 
keep the spirit [of the Earth 
First! movement] alive today 
see it." The authors do not 
prove the Pacific Northwest 
collective does not strive to 
include tjtre wide spectrum of 
tactics, strategies and spirit of 
those who participate in the 
Earth First! movement. I've 
witnessed members of the col 
lective invest much energy de 
bating what shoutcfthd should 
not be published in the Journal. 
Complete objectivity is a irfynji 
however, the Journal's many 
short-term editors do represent 
the broad-ranging spirit of the 
Earth First! movement. 

The authors of the other pro- 
posal believe a move to the East 
Coast would give the EF!J and 
more leverage in making its 
mark because "a great deal of 
biodiversity might not survive 
without a culturally diverse 
movement to protect it." The 
ecologically diverse Pacific 
Northwest, the "last frontier," 
is quickly expanding 
with humans from around the 
world, and those who've worked 
on the Journal do contribute cul- 
tural diversity. Journal editors 
are impressively aware of and 
involved in the sociological and 
environmental issues raging in 
this region. 

Activists from the region's Earth 
First! community continually 
make news by shaking up the 
friendly fascist status quo. While 
some may not agree with all of 
the tactics and strategies used, this 
"free state of ideas" is pushing us 
to evolve. There has been a break- 
through in mainstream discus- 
sion of issues where there 
was none before — and -maybe 
even a slight paradigm shift. 

The Journal is in a prime loca- 
tion to make its mark. Please 
support the kick ass folks who 
produce it in Eugene! 

— Kim Buchanan 

Hi there. 

I am an avid reader of EF! 
While I wish I could write my 
own story and send it in to you, 
college is not giving me enough 
time to do so. So here is a huge 
scoop for one of the writers of 
EF! to investigate... One of the 
main campaign contributors of 
GWB wants to put a nuclear 
dumpsite upstream from Aus- 
tin, Texas. For anyone that has 
ever visited this beautiful envi- 
ronmentally conscious city, it 
is a pity that our water could be 
contaminated with dangerous 
toxins. The Edwards Aquifer just 
south of Austin is used by mil- 
lions of central Texans as a 
source of drinking water. Please 
do something! We need to get 
the media in on this. I don't 
want to see that environmental 
butcher become president! I 
don't want future generations 
to be affected by this man. Please 
help! Would it be too much to 
ask that EF! do some more re- 
search and get a huge story out 
of this? A lot of people are in 
dark. Please light the way... 

— Crispin Young 



to i 



and infrastructure, I have no 
objections to the suggestions. I 
hope the current staff does not 
take it as a slight at their ef- 
forts; To me it's like a recieveT 
widinpen downfiejd, trying to 
get the quarterbacks attention 
that he's open and can make a 

'aU4B 
fin 

Pot life Earth, 



Dear SFB, 

I'd like to commend a recent 
letter stressing the importance 
of "starving" corporate America 
by breaking our dependency! 

I'm working on a strategy 
statement that suggests a direc- 
tion for "the movement." It 
points out why we need diverse 
(but cooperative) tactics to suc- 
ceed in reclaiming the Earth 
from her would-be conquerors. 
Only through a creative 
grassroots effort that intercon- 
nects direct action, eco-commu- 
nity development (cohousing, 
permaculture, etc.) and healing 
of all the psychological scars that 
this culture has given us can we 
effectively stand up to the cor- 
porate machine. 

Anger and hatred are respect- 
able reactions to the present cri- 
sis, but they're not very good 
tools for healing the Earth (or 
yerself). It's going to take 
thoughtful, well-organized, and 
yes, loving action to get the job 
done. The health of ourselves, 
our communities and our Earth 
are all related, so let's work on 
healing all three so that the Earth 
can be whole once more. 

If you've got suggestions for 
the strategy statement (which I'll 
pass around when finished), let 
me know through Shawnee EF! 
I'm also writing a book, "We are 
not Generation X," on roughly 
the same subject, and I'm eager 
for suggestions from fellow "Gen 
X” (barf!) activists. 

— Treesong 

PS: I'm male, and I agree that 
there's sexism in the movement 
— and it must stop! I've seen it 
firsthand, and it's part of the 
baggage that has to be worked 
through in order to heal our- 
selves and the planet. Please call 
me on it if I ever act that way (for 
your sake and mine) and please 
let me know if I can do anything 
to help. i: i * ' 'Wt A 

1, % ■ s 

To whom it may concern: 

I have been a somewhat regu- 
lar subscriber since 1994 (I 
think) under the name Timo- 
thy J. W. Logan (previously 
Timothy J. Wolter). I have oc- 
casionally neglected immediate 
renewals as I have been con- 
cerned with the narrow view of 
environmental work which has 
been focused primarily upon 
the western US. 

I have worked continuously for 
the last decade or more on issues 
centered in the eastern US, but 
more particularly on the drastic 
inequity and environmental rac- 


planet (with a focus on local 
the the entire planet (with a 
focus on local issues, first in 
Boston, then in the NYC area 
where I have lived). While we, 
in NYC, have been supportive 
of EF! activities throughout the 
world, we have rarely seen a 
symbiotic vision within the 
pages of the Earth First! Journal 
on issues affecting us here. 

I believe it is time that the 
Earth First! Journal consider a 
pew home in NYC. We have»a 
number of serious local issues 
Which affect tens of millions of 
people in the metroarea and 
hiygjimpact on a global scale. 

Wall St., the root of 
all evil. We have people from 
apnost every nation on the 
planet as well. 

My understanding of the 
Rocky Mountain Area and the 
Western States is that many of 
the EF! activists are extremely 
connected to electronic com- 
munications (i.e, e-mail), while 
here in the eastern US many of 
the communities of color (most 
disparately impacted by corpo- 
rate America) are lacking such 
resources. By relocating to NYC, 
the Earth First! Journal would 
have the opportunity to con- 
nect with Environmental Jus- 
tice work that must become a 
larger voice in all environmen- 
tal advocacy/activism work, if 
we are to advance the state of 
the global society to become 
less/non destructive to the 
natural environment. 

A brief bio on my EJ work 
would include: being a found- 
ing member of Environmental 
Diversity Forum, a coalition of 
groups fighting for environ- 
mental justice in the Boston 
area; and my current position 
with their sister organization 
the New York City Environ- 
mental Justice Alliance 
(NYCEJA is a 14-member, NYC 
city-wide coalition of CBO's led 
by people of color, which ad- 
dress EJ issues both within their 
communities and outside them 
as much as possible); and coor- 
dinator of Organization of Wa- 
terfront Neighborhoods. (OWN 
is a 27 organization, city-wide 
coalition of low income and 
community of color neighbor- 
hoods being blighted by the 
city's/private sector's solid 
waste management). 

We are becoming a model for 
community organizing and EJ 
work and are in the process of 
stepping up our campaigns to 
all types of direct action as are 
a number of other coalitions 
NYCEJA participates in. I be- 
lieve the Earth First! Journal 
would be well served to further 
address EJ issues (perhaps the 
most basic root of all environ- 
mental issues on the planet) by 
committing to the broadening 
of your scope of work through 
a move to NYC. 

I look forward to your response. 

Peace, 

— Timothy J 

Dear SFB 

I am 14 years old, and I live in 
Rhode Island. There is no wil- 
derness here, just some woods 
with tiny trees. I want to know 
how to help the environment 
in some way, even if it is only a 
little bit. The thing is that I do 
not have much money. 

Your friend in need, 

— Richard 
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ELF spokesperson’s 
house, office ransacked 


by Craig Rosebraugh 

On February 2, as I was putting my clothes on 
getting ready to go to work, a loud knock came 
from the front door. Soon there was a second loud 
hang at the door, and I heard the yell "FBI, search 
warrant. Open up." Before I could get there, agents 
from the FBI, BATF and US Forest Service stormed 
into my living room and kitchen with guns drawn, 
screaming at me and two roommates. After being 
frisked by the agents we were shown a copy of the 
warrant and instructed that for the duration of the 
search we would either have to leave the house or 
sit in the living room, where we could not watch. 

For six hours some 12-15 federal agents went 
through my Portland home seizing a virtual truck- 
load of property including three computers, media 
directories, phone/address books, books, maga- 
zines, audio CDs, videos, literature and much more. 
During this, the FBI issued me another subpoena 
(my fifth in three years) to testify before a federal 
grand jury in Portland, Oregon, on February 29. 
My vehicle was also included on the warrant and 
was searched in front of my home. I was informed 
midway through the inspection of my home that 
my former office, the Liberation Collective in Port- 
land, was also being raided. Around 2 p.m. I was 
handed a receipt of property seized, which I could 
not verify, and the agents left the house. 

My bedroom and home office were completely 
ransacked, appearing like a classic burglary scene 
from a movie. Agents appeared to spend extra effort 
destroying things they thought might be important 
to my partner and me. This included some of her 


paintings and a funeral announcement about a 
member of my family. These items were ripped up 
and strategically placed on top of the heap that was 
thrown in the middle of the room. 

On February 15, the FBI returned to my home at 
about 7:30 a.m. and delivered a letter informing me 
that I am an official target of 
the grand jury in Portland. The 1 

grand jury is seeking to file WB 1 "’- ~’ v ‘ A ^ ' 
federal charges against me. It f 
has convened to investigate - t | 
the actions of the Earth Libera- L J. 
tion Front (ELF) and Animal Rsir 

Liberation Front (ALF) from -. a Mk* 

1997 through the present. 

These actions include but W* 
are not limited to: the release J || § Sw* ' 

of 10,000 mink from a farm in 15 5 

Mt. Angel, Oregon (1997); the I 
burning of the Cavel West J ^ 

Horse Rendering Plant in jfjf» 

Redmond, Oregon (1997); the 

horse release and burning of a ** | «% #|jki/* N 

Bureau of Land Management l—t V I liU 

horse corral in Burns, Oregon 

(1997); the burning of build- : ^ 

ings at Vail Resorts, Inc. in I- ■ MfW lill 

Vail, Colorado (1998); the c 

burning of US Forest Industries in Medford, Or- 
egon (1998); the burning of Boise Cascade's north- 
west headquarters in Monmouth, Oregon (1999); 
and the burning and destruction of a building at 
Michigan State University in Lansing, which housed 
a genetic research program (1999). These actions 


of m 


have caused over $ 1 5 million in damages to corpo- 
rations profiting off the destruction of the envi- 
ronment and exploitation of life. 

It is quite clear that the federal policing agencies 
have no clue who is conducting these actions so they 
are going to pick on the one person they can identify, 
the public spokesperson. It is nothing more than a 
fishing expedition once again trying to stop a suc- 
cessful social movement. Yet it can't, and it won't. 

The actions of the ELF and ALF are increasing as 
more people realize the importance of direct action 
in stopping this murderous government and the 
individuals and corporations within it. These enti- 
ties and those who run them obviously are not 
listening to common decency, respect and compas- 
sion. They do tend to listen when 
their profit margins are at stake. 
'&&&* | The ELF and ALF represent a clear 

. 1 ’ I path of light shining brightly in 

* the darkness of capitalistic destruc- 

tion. It's time to make that light 
shine even brighter. Get active! If 
■THfek not you who? If not now, when? 

gjBPR Editor's Note: Oh February 29, 

Rosebraugh was subjected to 45 min- 
utes of questioning by a federal grand 
w Ifef I * jury in Portland, Oregon. He pled the 
Fifth Amendment to all questions 

K excluding his name during the pro- 

ceedings. As he was excused, 
Rosebraugh was issued an order com- 
K /yifhA pelling his testimony in late March 
f\t?|rf | regarding the burning of the north- 
mMHH west headquarters of Boise Cascade 
on December 25, 1999. In late March, 
if Rosebraugh continues to take the 
Craig outside his home pjfj-ft Amendment and not answer 

questions, he may be subject to 18 months in prison 
on contempt charges. 

Outside the courthouse on the 29th, over 100 people 
rallied in support of Rosebraugh. Support protests also 
occurred in Eugene, Minneapolis, Lansing and in front 
of the US Embassy in England. 


Earth Night Action- Earth Night Action 


~" J5 j v ya dr y ’In a communique received on January 

' VI 4 21 by Genetix Alert, activists from the 

-C' ' — * * )f Fragaria Freedom Farmers destroyed a field 

-'ll of genetically engineered (GE) strawberries 

\ at p ^ ant Sciences, Inc.'s research facilities in Watsonville, 

*■ California (www.mapquest.com). Additionally, the 

HR yvc-| nighttime gardeners left ofganic seeds on the decon- 
a# taminated site. 

* "By pulling, digging and chopping, we destroyed a 

The Lor ax, spotted and small research field of GE strawberries at the company's 
photographed m the Elaho headquarters," the communique stated. "We also left 
behind a variety of organic seeds to see to it that not only is GE material destroyed, 
but sustainable agriculture is left in its destructive wake." 

According to their web site, Plant Sciences, Inc. "remains grateful to God for 
their clients and friends." This is ironic coming from a company that is surging 
forward with its biotech research by field testing strawberries spliced with E. coli 
and designed to be resistant to fungus. 

The first actions taken against GE crops in the US took place in 1987 in' 
Brentwood, California, targeting strawberries (www.efmedia.org). i 

•The Earth Liberation Front (ELF) took credit for a late night visit to the Sterling 
Woods development in Bloomington, Indiana, on the evening of January 23. 
During the visit, one house under construction was torched and completely 
destroyed. Damage from the fire has been assessed at $200,000. The house was to 
be worth $700,000. "No Sprawl, ELF" was painted on the developers sign. 

"The house was targeted because the sprawling development it is located in is 
in the Lake Monroe Watershed," the communique said. "This is the drinking- 
water supply for the town of Bloomington, Indiana, and the surrounding area. 
It is already being jeopardized by existing development and roads. 

"Once again the rich of the world are destroying what little we have left in terms 
of natural areas and collective holdings (the water). Hopefully they will get the 
message that we will not take it anymore. 

"We also want to take credit for some hits that occurred a while back, but no 
communication had been made. 

"August 22, 1999: Two pieces of machinery were torched and destroyed at 
the controversial Deer Park [Indiana] development. One was a John Deere 
grader, and the other was a steam roller. This happened as an armed guard 
slept on duty. He later said he chased someone into the woods. This did not 
happen. The member(s) leisurely strolled away and were not chased. The fire 
engine was not dispatched until more than a half hour after the fire was set. 
The development of this area marks the destruction of one of the last green 
spaces within Bloomington's city limits. It is forcing the community to be 
more car dependent as well. 

"October 23,1999: Six pieces of logging equipment on two different sites in the 
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Morgan-Monroe State Forest [Indiana] were vandalized. Two skidders had their 
gas tanks loaded with sand, as did a four-wheeler and a logging truck that had a 
loader attached. A bulldozer had its engine filled with sand. A second logging 
truck had the engine filled with sand, several hoses cut, a couple of tires flattened 
and 'no profit for ecocide' was painted on the side of the truck. These operators 
were destroying our public lands for profit." 

•From January 19-21, 104 badger traps were destroyed in Herefordshire, England. 
On January 21 alone, 50 traps were trashed and a badger was released. Two of the 
traps destroyed had fresh blood on them from badgers shot in the traps. 

On January 22, six people were arrested for criminal damage and later arrested 
again for conspiracy to cause criminal damage with regard to trashing the traps. 
About the same time as the arrests, 20 more traps were located and destroyed 
bringing the total to 124. — , 

•The ELF claimed credit for an action against a genetic engineering program at\ 
the University of Minnesota in St. Paul on February 9. 

" In the early hours of February 9, the Earth Liberation Front paid a visit to Green 
Hall at the University of Minnesota in St. Paul," a communique sent by the ELF 
stated. "The target was transgenic oat research crops. The research was being done 
by University professors David Sommers and Howard Rines. 

"All the oats found in the greenhouse were destroyed, messages were 
spraypainted, and the locks were glued on the way out. 

"Let this action be a warning to the University of Minnesota and the entire 
biotech industry, that if you continue to destroy the biodiversity on the Earth, 
your profits will continue to fall. The elves are always watching. Stop genetic 
engineering or we will." 

• "The Lorax, " an underground environmental organization, officially claimed 
credit in a communique for spiking hundreds of trees in the Elaho Valley, about 
three hours north of Vancouver, British Columbia. 

"The purpose of the tree spiking is to protect grizzly bear habitat and to deter 
International Forest Products (Interfor) from clearcutting this ancient coastal 
rainforest," stated the communique. The Elaho Valley contains 1,000-year-old 
Douglas fir trees, which are being cut by the British Columbia based Interfor. In 
addition, the valley is the southernmost bioregion for the grizzly bear in BC. 

"Five- and 10-inch spikes were driven into trees north of mile 63 on the Elaho 
Main and Elaho Main West logging roads," stated the communique. 

Individuals camping in the Elaho Valley bearing witness to the destruction 
have been assaulted repeatedly by Interfor loggers over the past five years. This 
culminated in a massive attack in the fall of 1999 when 100 loggers descended 
upon eight camped people, assaulting them and sending three to the hospital 
while destroying over $20,000 of the campers' belongings. In mid-February, 
the Royal Canadian Mounted Police and provincial prosecutor's office charged 
three Interfor employees. Charges are pending against others who were 
involved in the assault. 







BORN OF MYTH 


Tumbling out of the dawn 
born into the warm cocoon 
of myth and tribe 
in a world of time circular 
Seasons that have been 
return again and again 
Nature’s plants and creatures 
die but are soon replaced 
with like kind 

Humankind lived within this dream 
through millennia swaddled in 
this cocoon of myt h and of time 
which never failed to return 


I joined the I was just the man they need 

They had a secret mission and thought I might succeed 
They gave me a big salary and paid off all my debts 
Even bought me a house and three new corvettes 
Then they stuck me with the job they considered the worst 
They told me to infiltrate Austin Earth First! 

Saying if Barry Clausen did it-why shouldn’t I? 

I became an undercover agent with the F.B, of I. 


Then of a sudden man and 
woman were stripped naked of 
nourishing myth and thrown 
into a world where the arrow 
of time had come to be 
Time now was a straight line 
with a long past, uncertain future 
and infinitesimal present 
Thrown into a world of specialists 
but no wise men 
into a mass society 
without tribe or family 
under fluorescent glare 
in sweatshops or shoebox 
workshop staring at t he 
dull glow of the computer 
and believing nature is something 
the Disney Company provides 


So I bought clenched fist shirts and jeans that were tattered 
I learned words like “old growth” as if it had mattered 
I packed all my bags and as sly as a mouse 
I arrived on the porch of Entropy House 
1 met Neal and Cedar. Dug and Sharon too 
Danny. Bill and Terri and the whole Earth First! crew 
I first won their friendship. I was all charm and smiles 
And told silly jokes as I snuck through their files 
I tapped all the phones and put mics in the halls 
Hid cameras in the toilets and took fingerprints off the walls 
I searched through their backpacks and followed them hiking 
Stole nails from the shed, they must be for ... carpcntiy (?) 


I went to each meeting to record what they think 
And then stayed around to record what they drink 
Five Margaritas and then Guinness Stout! 

Could this be the Movement they warned me about? 
They plotted lunatic tactics for saving the Earth 
And lectured why people should never give birth 
They boasted of Wilderness, all the places they hiked 
And recited 75 different beers that they liked 
They hated their government and hated their jobs 
They talked about non-violcntly castrating Jim Bob 
They talked of catastrophes, but laughed yhen they spoke 
Is this a conspiracy-dr is it a joke!?! 

It's no easy job but I’m still gonna tty 
To be an undercover agent with the F.B. of I. 


ami yet, and yet 
the myth is still alive 
over yonder hill and 
in that grove of trees 
or conics to you as you lie 
in tall prairie grasses 
or in the voice of coyote 


yipping under a full moon 


Man, Woman, Wake up! 
this machine dream you’re living 
is not a dream but a nightmare! 
wake up and jump back into myth 
and out of your technical tomb 
and run howling naked 
under the friendly glow 
of the rising moon 


one summer day I made a horrendous mistake 
When we were camping and swimming all down by the lake 
EdfiM they undressed their bottoms were bare 
( ;usc no true Earth Firsticr ever wore underwear 
And I stood alone in my Fruit-of-thc-Loom 
My tight white butt-huggers had spelled out my doom 
They all pointed at me and let out with a cry 
“God Dammit!! He’s an agent with the F.B. of I!” 




AS A FAT FULL MOON SLOWLY SINKS INTO THIS LOUELY SEA 
MY SOUL SINGS A SONG OF THANKS TO MY LUCKY STARS. 


I THANK YOU ORION FOR PASSING ME BY FOR NOW. 
AND LETTING ME COME THIS FAR 
IN DEFENSE OF MOTHER EARTH. 


They held a long meeting to talk it all through 
And formed twenty affinity groups to decide what to do 
I was scared for my life-would all hell break loose 
Arc they gonna surround me and hang up a noose? 

But CecJarJaid^ “Nome, we’re not going to hurt you .4^ 

We’ve got a new plan-and the plan is to convert you! 

We’ll teach you to love all creatures still wild 

And help you embrace your inner monkeywrenching child 

We’ll take you to Actions, and to Rendezvous 

Earth First! has plenty of room for you too 

We’ve got backpackers and kayakers and hunters and vegans 

Eco Christians and Buddhists, and new woo woo pegans 

Young punks and old hippies-all types in between 

Most who are gentle and a few downright mean 

There’s camouflaged crusaders and bold road blockaders 

There's gotta be room for a few infiltrators!" 


DRACO, ONLY YOU KNOW HOW MUCH I LOVE YOU 
FOR THE COURAGE YOU CONFERRED UPON ME 
TO SEE THIS BATTLE THROUGH. 

YOU KNOW ME BETTER THAN I. 


URSA MINOR, LIKE A NEWBORN CHILD I CRY SWEET SALTY TEARS 
FOR THE FEARLESS SPIRIT STRENGTH YOU’VE GIVEN ME 
TO STAND AGAINST THIS GREED-DRIVEN INSANITY. 


all rights 
reserved to 
the authors 


AND CASSIOPEIA MY QUEEN! 

NOW THAT I’VE SEEN YOU IN ALL YOUR GLORY. 

I BOW IN HUMILITY BEFORE YOU, 

KNOWING MY GREATEST TRIALS AWAIT ME. 

YOU’VE TAUGHT ME HOW DEEDS SPEAK LOUDER THAN Wl 


TO ALL OF YOU AND THOSE UNKNOWN ^ 

WHO TOGETHER HAVE SHOWN ME 

THE POWER OF LOVE OVER MONEY. . 

I LIVE HUMBLY IN YOUR DEBT, WANDERING FREE, ^ s “ , J 

AND LIKE ONE OF CHIEF RED CLOUD’S RAGING WARRIORS ^ Jg\ 

THUNDERING ACROSS THE DARKLING PLAIN OF AMERICAN CORPORATE GREED^M^ 

I HOPE FOR THE BEST AND EXPECT THE WORST, . , : > ;i 

THEN I STOP TO THANK MY LUCKY STARS 

FOR TEACHING ME THE NEED OF LISTENING TO MY HEART. lf§ ~ 1 

AND OF PLACING EARTH FIRST! 

—VAN KELLY 

RED CLOUD THUNDER’S GRASSHOPPER ^ 

Send poems to. Warrior Peers SocieTy,PMB 361 , 108 MLKJjl STudenrUmon # 4510 / BeRkdey CA 94720-4510 


Cedar’s wisdom engulfed me like a warm loving ripple 
And this once double agent has now become triple 
I’ve found a new tribe and I’m so fucking glad 
They’ve become the best friends I could ever have had 
And the arc turned, for I’m no normal spy 

IN EARTH FIRST! HAS INFILTRATED THE F.B. of I! 


Green Anarchist #59 

Direct action news including N3G 
in London/End of humanity? 
core theme/Lewis Mumford's 
"Encapsulated Man"/''Only 
Connect" technology super- 
ceding humanity/John Moore 
"The Sixties"/Rob los Ricos 
"Imposed Imbicility"/Black Block 
COMMUNIQUE AND SEATTLE N30/JOURNO WATCH/ 
Plus letters, reviews, pirate radio and more/$2 
from GA, POB 11331, Eugene, OR 97440. 
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Matches ‘n’ Mayhem 

May 5-7 • Chicago, Illinois 

Anarchist Film Festival, Propaganda Gallery, 
Anarchist Bookfair, Workshops, Variety Show, 
Soccer Tournament 

For more information, contact Matches 'n' 
Mayhem c/o The Autonomous Zone, 1573 
North Milwaukee Avenue, PMB 420, Chicago, 
IL 60622; (773) 252-6019; azone@wwa.com. 


Anarchist BookFair 

April 15 * San Francisco, California 

Anarchist publishers distributors, and activ- 
ist groups will come together to celebrate the 
bookfair's fifth anniversary. Every year the 
book fair showcases installations by Art & 
Revolution, an anti-authoritarian art exhibi- 
tion, and a cafe serving delicious vegan and 
vegitarian food. 

This year, Utah Phillips and Christian Parenti 
have volunteered to speak, and in the cafe, a 
local video collective will present a series of 
excellent works documenting the Bay Area's 
recent radical activity. 

For more information, contact the Anarchist 
Bookfair Committee, c/o Bound Together Books, 
1369 Haight Street, San Francisco, CA 94117; 
(415) 431-8355; seansul@mindspring.com; 
ramsey@akpress.org. 
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SK1LLSHAR€ 


May 18-21 

924 Gilman, Berkeley, California 

A hands-on gathering of techniques and 
humane technology workshops. 

Please send stamps or otherwise contact us to 
get on the mailing list. 

POB 4934, Berkeley, California, 94704; (510) 
496-2740 x3957; skillshare@onebox.com. 


• • • »Big MounTam Roadshow • • • 

During the last three weeks of April, Louise Benally and David Rovics will be traveling together on the 
eastern seaboard, bringing attention to the situation on Big Mountain in northeastern Arizona. It is 
there traditional Dineh (Navajo) people have lived for generations and are being forcibly relocated by 
federal authorities and moved onto uranium-contaminated wasteland in order to make way for the 
expansion of North America's biggest coal mine. 

Louise Benally has been an activist since first witnessing the injustices committed against her people, 
the Dineh people of Big Mountain. She is involved daily with the struggle of resisting government 
harassment just by continuing to live on Big Mountain. 

David Rovics is a traveling, rabble-rousing folksinger who spends his time stirring up trouble 
throughout North America and Europe, singing songs about Big Mountain and a plethora of other 
issues at campuses, folk clubs, protests and elsewhere. 

For more information about the roadshow, or if you're interested in having Louise or David come to 
your campus or community, contact David at POB 995, Jamaica Plain, MA 02130; (617) 747-4460; 
DRovics@aol.com; www.davidrovics.com. For more information on the struggle at Big Mountain, visit 
the website of Black Mesa Indigenous Support, www.blackmesais.org. 
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^z-alanhe- Wilderness Ac4ion (5*a#ie-r!nar 

Ma y 1J-21 - ^^alanfe-, Ufah ^ 

This gathering in the heart of Hayduke country will show support for local activists and strategize how 
to protect southern Utah's vast wild redrock canyon country and forests. Topics will include impacts of 
livestock grazing on desert ecosystems, this year's citizens inventory of roadless areas in the Dixie National 
Forest, building a grassroots movement to drain Lake Powell, curbing pred 
strategies to strengthen local voices for wilderness. 

Escalante activists have been vandalized, harassed, and threatened for years 
continue to log, mine and graze on public lands. Last year the "Wise Use" group, People for the USA, formed 
a chapter in Escalante, and a local Mormon bishop declared a "war of religion" on environmentalists. But 
the times they are a-changing. Three new, radical enviromental groups have recently formed in Utah. Come 
meet them and help us save wild Utah! Nonviolence guidelines for the gathering: no weapons, drugs, 
alcohol or property destruction. We respect your tactics; please respect ours. 

Sponsored by the Escalante Wilderness Project. For more information, contact Tori Woodard or 
Patrick Diehl, POB 652, Escalante UT 84726; (435) 826-4778; toripat@color-c 
www.escalantehouse.org/ewp. 
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Mobilization for Global Justice 

April 16 • Washington DC • World Bank/ IMF Meeting 

Stand Again for Economic Justice! Oppose Opp ressive Globalization! 

A powerful US movement for economic and human rights and fair trade had its coming-out party 
at the WTO meetings in Seattle. 

In April, the struggle continues in Washington DC — the very heart of political and institutional 
control of the global economy: the US Treasury, the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the 
World Bank. They are the chief instruments used by political and corporate elites to create today's 
unjust, destructive global economic order. 

Your presence in Washington is needed! We must make clear, again, that the peoples' movements 
of the world will not stand idly by while those holding power continue to impoverish and oppress the 
majority of the world's peoples and ravage the Earth's environment and resources while enriching 
themselves and corporations. 

Many of the groups that helped organize the victories in Seattle are already preparing for days of 
protest, education, training and direct action during the week of April 9-16. 

The week begins on Sunday, April 9, with a Jubilee 2000/USA mobilization for cancellation of the 
debts of African, Latin American, Asia-Pacific, and Caribbean countries, and continuing with teach- 
ins and trainings on the global economy. It will culminate with a massive rally at the IMF headquarters 
April 16 and 17. 

For more information, contact the 50 Years is Enough Network (Washington DC) at (202) IMF- 
BANK; Global Exchange (San Francisco) at (415) 558-9486 x. 254; info@A16.org; www.A16.org. 

Also be sure to participte in Free The Green Space/Green The Free Space— Bring rakes, hoes, shovels, seeds, 
saplings, green thumbs and black blocs as we turn toxic lawns in DC into organic community gardens. 

World Bank/IMF Meeting in Florham Park, NJ, March 30- April 1 . There is a call to action for April 1 . For 
more information, contact (888) 365-0000 x-1942; www.bergenaction.net. 


Stand Up To Corporate 
Greed and Globilization 

Mass protest against 
Kaiser Aluminum/Maxxam 

March 25-27 • Tacoma, Washington 

Support the locked-out Kaiser Steelwo 
ers in Washington, State and defend t 
ancient redwoods in Headwaters 

For more information, contact (253) 5 
4247 (Tacoma); (206) 441-4969 (Seat'd 
(360) 352-8526 (Olympia); (503) 236-5! 

(Portland); kim2@chickmail.com; 
www.agitprop.org/ artandrevolution/ kaiser 


KEEP SPACE FOR PEACE 

Four Days of Protest Events 


No BMD • No Star Wars 


April 14-17, 2000 
Washington, D.C. 

Join with activists 
Jrom around the 
world as we 
protest plans to 
weaponize space. 



Global Network Against Weapons & Nuclear Power in Space 
PO Box 90083 • Gainesville. FI 32607 
(352) 337-9274 • globalnel@rainilspring.eom 
www.giobenetfree-online.co.uk 
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Urgent! Urgent! Urgent! 

Help prevent the loss of rare species of moths and butterflies. 
Stop BT-k and TM spraying by the Forest Service! 

The USFS is planing to spray between 224,000 to 1 ,380,000 
acres or more in nine national forests in Eastern Oregon and 
Washington. They will be using BT-k and TM Biocontrol. 
Thier target is a naturally occuring native moth: the Dou- 
glas-Fir Tussock Moth. 

Please help us stop their madness! Write, call or take action. 
Contact Harv Forsgren, Bill Funk, Project Leader, USDA Forest 
Service, POB 3623, Portland, OR 97208-3623; (503) 808-2984; 
808-2954; 808-2200; 808-2426. For more information, contact 
Blue Mountain Biodiversity Project, HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830. 


1M PRESS OFFICE 

The North American Earth Liberation Front 
Press Office is an independent, pro-ELF organiza- 
tion that works to publicize and explain actions 
of the underground Earth Liberation Front. Any 
anonymous information received by the press 
office which details ELF-style activity will be 
communicated to the media. The North Ameri- 
can ELF Press Office has no knowledge of the 
person(s) carrying out any courageous ELF ac- 
tions. Assume that all mail, e-mail, and telephone 
correspondence is monitored by the authorities. 
Contacts: Craig Rosebraugh/Leslie Pickering 

North American ELF Press Office, POB 4783, 
Portland, OR 97208; (503) 478-0902; 478-0903 
(fax); elfpress@tao.ca. 


CONCERNED^y/ 
I SINGLES ~“V\ 
F NEWSLETTER 


socially conscious 
about the earth, 

•jJ^WRf^^and 8 healthy society. 

NetionwkM • At »gm • Since 1964 
J Free Sample: Wife Box 444 -tF, 
I Lenox Oete, MA 01242 ; 
cad ( 413 ) 445 - 4300 ; 

or browse http 9 /www.c»nc*rr> edslnglee.com 


INTERNATIONAL TRADE AND 
FOREST PROTECTION CAMPAIGNS 
April 12 -10 
Washington, DC 
Trade and Forests Lobby Week 
Come to Washington DC in April to educate yourself, your Congressional 
representatives and the Clinton administration about international trade 
and forests. We will explain how forests are threatened by the International 
Monetary Fund, the World Bank, the Global Free Logging Agreement, other 
World Trade Organization agreements and China's pending WTO member- 
ship. The lobby week coincides with the April 16-17 IMF/World Bank 
meetings in Washington DC. 

For more information, contact Antonia Juhasz at (202) 547-9230; 
antonia@americanlands.org; www.americanlands.org. 



ALLIANCE rOR 
SUSTAINABLE 
JOBS AND THE 
ENVIRONMENT 

Labor and environmental activists, mark 
your calendars now: the first membership 
meeting of the Alliance for Sustainable 
Jobs and the Environment will be held 
April 1-2, at Portland State University in 
Portland, Oregon. 

Meeting registration is not open yet, but 
it's a great time to become an Alliance 
member. For information, contact 
www.asje.org. 


Who Says You Can’t 
Change the World? 

Check out E/The Environmental Magazine and learn 
how you can make a difference in your world! 


i^FREE %’WMThether you want to simply “green up” your own personal life- 
I TRIAL | style — or join in efforts to clean up oceans, save wildlife, or 

eliminate pesticides from our food — E will inform and inspire you 
'% W v'+ 6 times per year! 

E covers the “big” issues, like global warming, the state of our oceans, and the 
impacts of growing population — all with contact information so you can plug into 
efforts to turn the tide. PLUS, E' s “Green Living” departments will prbvide you 
with loads of information and ideas for living more in harmony with the Earth. 

“Where have I been to miss such an outstanding publication?” 

— Dean Whitehead, West Hollywood, CA 


SEND FOR A FREE TRIAL ISSUE TODAY! 


Northern California 
Week Of Resistance 
April 1-8 

On April 1-8 Earth First! 
activists in Northern Califor- 
nia are organizing a Week of 
Resistance to challenge the 
ongoing destruction of the 
coastal redwood ecosystem. 
Affinity groups are forming 
and activists are needed. For 
more information, contact 
Northcoast Earth First! at 
POB 28, Areata, California 
95518; (707) 825-6598; 
ncef@humboldtl.com. 


t Send me my FREE 
'ZJ I Mid ^ • trial issue of E/The 
Environmental Magazine, if I like it, I can 
subscribe for one year (6 issues) for only 
$19.95. If not. I’ll just return the subscription 
invoice marked "cancel” and return it to you. 
The FREE issue is mine to keep with no cost 
or obligation to me. 


CITY. STATE. ZIP 


E Magazine, P.O. Box 2047, Marion, OH 43305 

For Faster Service Call 1-800-967-6572! 


•••BIODEVASTATION 2000»»* 

Fourth International Grassroots 
Gathering on Genetic Engineering 
Boston Massachusetts 
March 24-30 

Join activists, scientists, farmers and people from around 
the world for a week of education, strategy and empower- 
ment. Help build a visible and unified movement against 
genetic engineering and protest BIO 2000, the largest-ever 
convention of the Biotechnology Industry Organization. 

For more information, contact Northeast Resistance 
Against Genetic Engineering, (802) 454-9957, 
nerage@sover.net and People's Earth Network, (617) 524- 
7841; biod2000@jamaicaplain.com. For more informa- 
tion on coordinated direct actions throughout the week, 

contact bio4actions@yahoo.com. 

■ 


Support Leonardl Peltier! 

Dear Friends, 

February 6, 2000, marked Leonard Peltier's 24th year in prison for a 
crime he did not commit. The Leonard Peltier Defense Committee (LPDC) 
is asking all supporters to help increase the pressure for his release at this 
very critical time in his freedom campaign. If Leonard is not released by 
the time President Clinton leaves office, chances for his near future release 
will be much slimmer. 

Leonard will be reviewed for parole this May and letters of support from 
organizations and individuals are needed. Contact the LPDC to get sample 
letters and learn more about this year's plan of action. Also, join our 
telephone campaign by calling the White House comments line. Insist 
that President Clinton release Leonard Peltier through a grant of Executive 
Clemency, and if he is unwilling to do this, to at least intervene with the 
US Parole Commission because Leonard is long overdue for release 
through parole. 

Help us make sure the lines are flooded on a daily basis: The Northeast 
calls on Mondays. The Southeast calls on Tuesdays. The Midwest and 
International call on Wednesday. The Northwest calls on Thursday, and the 
Southwest calls on Friday. Call the White House comments line now. 
Demand justice for Leonard Peltier! (202) 456-1111. 

For more information, contact Leonard Peltier Defense Committee, POB 
583, Lawrence, KS, 66044; (785) 842-5774; 842-5796 (fax); lpdc@idir.net; 
www.freepeltier.org. 


Cefebrate (Eartb (Day 
(P faying in tfie (Mud 

Women (BuiCcC pfouses ‘Presents: 

■ : 

‘Earth (Day ‘Mud-Pfastenna Party 

rn -C S ° J 

Ttynl 22 and 23 



The Caretaker Gazette is for 
those who would like to live rent- 
free and caretake properties 
worldwide. Published since 1983, 
subscribers receive 600+ property 
caretaking opportunities each year. 
Subscriptions are only $27/year. The 
Caretaker Gazette, Box 5887-EF, 
Carefree, AZ 85377,(480) 488-1970 
or browse: www.caretaker.org 
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Hail to Our Heroes! 

Video Review by Cliff Cascadian 

Fists rise above the battlements. Hands share food in a dark meal, wrists adorned 
with bracelets of chain and dangling carabiners. Mist shrouds a yellow highway sign 
announcing "Protesters on roadway." Camo-clad militants stand in a prayerful 
circle, holding hands. A man swings a pickaxe with all his love for the land, ripping 
and biting into the offensive Forest Service Road 2408 in Oregon's Willamette 
National Forest, the one occupied for 11 months in 1995-96 to protect the charred 
and unscarred forest in the Cornpatch Roadless Area known as Warner Creek. 

"At Warner Creek, we were creating a mythology that would replace Paul Bunyan 
and Manifest Destiny," says Tim Ream, co-producer of pickAxe, the long-awaited, 
feature-length video about the occupation. "There's this way that Americans are 
taught to think about the land, and that's exploitation. If you think that way, you 
can feel confident in your Americanness. Our idea is to replace that with a 
relationship to the land that is about protection and not profit." 

If the movie's purpose is to infect viewers with the energy, joy, passion, anger and 
freedom that fuels and grows with our work in defense of the wild, then Ream and 
co-producer Tim Lewis clearly succeed. The camera — wielded by a motley assort- 
ment of characters, including Freddies — beatifies a Doug fir seedling growing in the 
crotch of its fire-killed progenitor, the pickaxe man, the women who refused to 
move when the Freddies came to tear our people out of the road. It's impossible not 
to feel that all of these are heroes. 

The filmmakers are quick to say that the 94-minute video is just one vision, not 
intended to supplant people's personal memories of a place and time that changed 
many lives. But as a document of the revolution, Lewis and Ream clearly explain the 
story of both Warner Creek and the western Oregon old-growth sales released under 
the notorious 1995 Salvage Rider. 

The video shows the whole story of Warner Creek— from the October 1991 arson 
fire and the efforts to fight it to the arrests of four women at the Free State in 1996, 
the jail-house riot that followed and the joyous release of the four Warner Womyn. 
In between are stories of other western Oregon sales released under the rider, Ream's 
79-day hunger strike, a wedding, folks around the wood stove in a tipi and a 
mycology lesson cross-cut with images of soul-searing forest destruction. 

Footage comes from a variety of sources, including other movement videographers. 
But some of the most dramatic footage — the arrests of Lupine, Hemlock, Raven and 
Madrone on August 1 6, 1996 — comes from the Freddies themselves and will be new 
to almost everyone on our side of a pastel green pickup. The visual telling of the 
arson that put the roadless area on the edge of the Waldo Wilderness into the salvage 
program in the first place — an event neither Ream nor Lewis witnessed, much less 
recorded — is a coup you'll have to see for yourself. 

Lewis and Ream acknowledge that their footage focused more on action and less 


on community, a skew they tried to address after the fact with cutting and 
narration by Ream. At two points the filmmakers specifically look at the role of 
women in the movement, having faced charges within the Cascadian community 
about gender balance in the film. By the end of pickAxe, however, this female 
reviewer felt no lack of women, especially seeing the strength of the four women 
who stayed locked to the road as the Freddies tore down the fortress, the tipis and 
everything else around them. The joy on the women's faces as they walk out of 
the Lane County Jail is nothing short of a miracle, and will do more to empower 
other women inside and outside of the movement, I think, than talking heads 
discussing patriarchy can ever do. 

pickAxe does have main characters, mostly in the sense that certain faces become 
familiar over the course of the movie. Ream walks a thin line in our contentious 
community by inserting himself as narrator, but I believe it functions effectively 
as a device to give viewers a clear but relatively unintrusive thread to follow 
through the movie. 

Far be it for me to encourage anyone to sit in front of a TV, but if you're going 
to do it, watching pickAxe is about as virtuous (and inspiring) as it gets. So bring 
your friends, toss some yeast and herbs on hot popcorn, pop the top on a good 
microbrew and kick your feet up. Next thing you know, you'll be sitting in your 
own road, snowed into your own tipi, creating more freedom and keeping another 
place safe from the bastards. At least for a while. 

Want a copy of your very own? They're $12 each, $5 shipping no matter how many 
you get. To order send your check to pickAxe Productions, 1430 Willamette, POB 506, 
Eugene, OR 97401; 888-PICKAXE ; www.pickaxe.org. 



At the battlements: some of the heroes of the Cascadia Free State at Warner Creek. 


Winona Chronicles Native Resistance 


Book Review by Nager Nerual 

Winona LaDuke's most recent work, All Our Rela- 
tions, is a lesson in traditional indigenous storytelling. 
The book is a survey of a wide variety of tribes, their 
devastating accumulations of environmental atroci- 
ties and how they stand to protect the minute fraction 
of culture and biodiversity that re- 
mains within the invisible bound- 
aries called "reservations." The stories 
roam across the continent, from the 
Shoshone tribe and its life-threaten- 
ing struggle with the Nevada Test Site 
to the Seminoles who put their bodies 
between the guns and developers 
threatening to kill the last of the Florida 
panthers and destroy their precious 
habitat. LaDuke brings the native 
peoples' voices to the pages of this 
book as they explain how environ- 
ment, culture and religion are very 
much interrelated in the tribal way of 
life, explaining why it is that they 
continue to fight for the sacred land. 

The survey of Native American 
struggles illustrate how exploitive our 
government has been to indigenous 
populations that refuse to play by the 
rules of multinational corporations. 

Until recentyears, British and Ameri- 
can resource corporations, with the full backing of 
their home governments, roamed the world... plun- 
dering the raw materials of the people of Africa, Asia 
and America. Raw materials were extracted with little 
or no compensation to the people or governments in 
those areas. To secure control of these raw materials, 
a series of institutions were imposed on the people to 
foster dependency on the transnational corporations 
and their home governments. The raw materials be- 
came particularly important to the exploiting corpo- 
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rations and governments because of the high profits 
earned due to cheap labor and minimal royalties and 
taxes. In a sense, these resources fueled the industrial 
growth of the United States and Western Europe. 

LaDuke relays infuriating tales of shady govern- 
ment deals that stole sacred forests and mountains 
and turned them into lumber and mining claims. The 
book lays out some of the most 
notorious environmental night- 
mares our country faces today, 
most of which are found on or 
directly adjacent to indigenous 
lands — General Motors, and its 
little problem with PCBs; the 
Seminoles and the shrinking 
swamplands they inhabit; cor- 
porations and the government 
clearcutting old-growth forests, 
building dams, bombs and coal 
mines and dumping nuclear 
waste; and the holocaust against 
buffalo in the name of public 
lands ranching. Shockingly, 
many of the tribes focused upon 
in this book struggle with mul- 
tiple threats from outsiders: 

Weyerhaeuser clearcuts a vast 
swath of what was tribal sacred 
forests before the government 
decides to use the "empty space" 
as a nuclear waste arsenal. Once that is in place, what 
is to stop the military from testing chemical weapons 
or detonating bombs? Once the land is so contami- 
nated that livestock die and the people grow sick, the 
US will simply transplant these "wards" of the govern- 
ment to a new location and continue to destroy what 
is left. The results of these activities are quite simply 
genocide. Cancer rates soar, suicide, starvation, eco- 
nomic dependency and massive migration from the 
reservations follow, the end result, a culture that has 


survived countless attacks throughout time teeters on 
the brink of disappearing forever. 

The stories told, however, are not only to dramitize 
the victimization of native peoples and the rape of the 
land they survive upon, but also the incredible strength 
of individuals dedicating their lives to the cultural and 
ecological survival of their tribes and Mother Earth. 
Just as important as the lessons learned from the past, 
the stories of victories obtained in lawsuits, protests 
and prayer are used to empower the generations that 
will be responsible for the future. The successes many 
of these tribal activists secure not only protect their 
people but continue to ensure our planet's survival. 

LaDuke gathers together the sentiment of indig- 
enous peoples and brings forth their voices through 
the pages of this book. A Lil'wat grandmother, Loretta 
Pascal, summarizes the anguish of her people: "This is 
my reason for standing up: to protect all around us, to 
continue our way of life, our culture. I ask them, 
'Where did you get your right to destroy these forests? 
How does your right supersede my rights?' These are 
our forests, these are our ancestors." 

I highly recommend this book if you are at all 
interested in the interplay between environmental 
protection and cultural preservation of Native Ameri- 
can peoples. Through better understanding of the 
myriad of similarities and differences between Native 
American activists and environmental groups, better 
coordination of our common goals is possible. There 
is a tremendous wealth of knowledge in the stories of 
the original preservationists of this continent and 
their attempts to continue to honor all our relations. 

Winona LaDuke is an enrolled member of the Missis- 
sippi Band ofAnishinaabeg. She is program director of the 
Honor the Earth Fund and founding director of the White 
Earth Land Recovery Project. She was the Green Party's 
candidate for US vice president in 1 996 and will be again 
this year. She was namedMs. Woman of the Year in 1 997 
and received the Reebok Human Rights Award in 1 998. Her 
prior novel was entitled Last Standing Woman. 
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Music 

Jltdi Bari 

Classic speeches and barn-stomping music 
woven into a history of EF! and the redwoods. 
“Who Bombed Judi Bari?” 
The FBI Stole My Fiddle, 

Redwood Summer CD — $17 

Darryl Chekney 

The fastest campaign songwriter in the West, 
he’s at home around the campfire. 

“Timber” 

Arizona Power Lines, WhichSideAre YouOn? 

“They Sure Don’t Make Hippies Like 
They Used To!” 

Free the Dead, Spike a Tree For Jesus 
“I Had to be Born this Century” 

Earth First!, Ballad of the BLM, It’sC.A.M.P. 
TAPES* — $12 
“White Tribal Music” 

Grant’s Pass, Xerox the Money, Jesus Was a 
Mushroom, Box of Wine 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
Rosebud 

Acoustic with electronic clarity and witty lyr- 
ics. From madrigal harmonies to a flushing 
toilet, it’s all there. 

“Thundermug Honeypot” 

Timber Tantrum, Die High, Drag, Ma Gore 

CD— $12 

Consolidated 

The hot new release from the only remaining 
big political band in the US that hasn’ t sold out. 

“Dropped” 

One Way Out, Lesbian Avengers, Headgear, 
Coming of Rage CD — $10 

Alice Dr Mickle 

Alice is arguably the Pacific Northwest’s most 
talented singer/songwriter. 

“Naked” 

Trouble in Mind, Make it Last, Out of Control 

TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
“Searching” 

Defend the Earth, Land of Broken Promises, 
Lift Us Up TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
“Too Controversial” 

American Dream, I Won't Say Goodbye 

TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
“It’s a Miracle” 

All or Nothing, Not For Sale TAPE — $12 

“Make a Change” 

Let It Rain, Leonard Peltier TAPE — $12 
“Circle of Women” 

(with Windsong, Ellouise, Burrell, Shelly 
Phillips, Freyda Epstein and Tina Malia) 
Ancient and contemporary songs and chants. 
Earth My Body, Mother I Feel You CD — $18 

“Demons & Angels” 

Spirit of the River, Do You Dare?, Taking 
Flight TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 

Danny Dolinger 

These songs are a slap upside the head by the 
big ugly frozen fish of love lost, found, and 
love lost again on a sad and dying planet. 
“Rome Wasn’t Burnt in a Day” 

Dollar and a Quarter, Blow Me Away, Rudy, 
Walking in Power CD — $17 
Robert Hoyi 

Robert wows audiences across the country 
with his virtuoso guitar and homegrown lyrics. 
“Dumpster Diving Across America” 
Gasoline and Coffee, Quittin’ Time, Why 
Should I Care? TAPES — $12 • CDS — $17 
“As American As You” 

Enough!, Shovelin ’ Mud, Apple Pie, Good 
Americans TAPES — $12 • CDS — $17 
Timothy Hull 

An uplifting travelogue of environmental ac- 
tivism, the music invokes the wild. 
“Brightness of Brightness” 

Brightest Angel, Tough Reckoning, My Shirt, 
Twilight Songs, TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
“Dragons on the Road” 

Nailed and Boarded, Good White Road, The 
Black Horse TAPE— $12 
Keep It Wild! 

A compilation of songs from seven of EF!’s 
favorite musicians: Darryl Chemey, Alice Di 
Micele, RobertHoyt, DanaLyons, Casey Neill, 
Peg Millett and Joanne Rand. 

“Keep It Wild!” 

The Beaver Song, Flaming Arrows, Live Like 
a Prayer, Remember Me, Earth First!, 
Quittin ’Time, Turn of the Wrench, Radiation 


on My Windshield, Defend the Earth, TV God, 
Dancing on the Ruins, Bottom of the Land, Phil 
SALE! TAPE— $9 • CD— $14 

Jim Page 

A staple on the Northwest folk circuit for years 
and for good reason — the man can write. 
“More Than Anything Else In The World” 
Valdez, Gays in the Military, Bishop on the Run 
“Whose World is This” 

Take Our Culture Back, Righteous, Beautiful 
Tear, Right to be Wrong CDS — $17 
Pec Millett 

Longtime EF! activist and convicted monkey- 
wrencher, Peg has one of the most beautiful 
voices you’ll ever hear. 

“Clear Horizon” 

Live Like a Prayer, Living Planet, Testimony 

TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
“Gentle Warrior” 

Forever Wild, High Plateau, There is Power, 
Wild Things TAPE— $12 

Austin Lounge Lizards 

Marvelous country/bluegrass satire. Liz- 
ard wit must be heard to be fully appreci- 
ated and laughed about. 

“Highway Cafe of the Damned”, “Lizard 
Vision”, “Paint Me on Velvet”, “Small 
Minds”, “Creatures from the Black 
Saloon” TAPES— $12 • CDS— $17 
Ned Mudd and His Rustic Rand 

Psychobilly, folk-punk, swamp-rock? His mu- 
sic is neither technically nor politically correct. 
“Fine Time in America” 

Suburbia Blues, Nation of Sheep, Vacation 
from the Rest of the World TAPE — $8 
“f.u.b.a.r. america” (with the Blacklight 
Sombreros) 

Alabama(N. Young’s Lament), Copperhead in 
the Kitchen CD — $15 
“Noon Blue Apples in a Landscape” 
Monkeys w/ Blue Jeans (On), Cyber Opium 
Eaters, Yaz CD — only $12! 

“Zig Zag Wig Warn” 

(music from the film Zig Zag Wig Wam) 
Breakfast with Coronado, Julia (Butterfly), 
Border Patrol CD — only $12! 

Casey Neill. 

With inspiring, earthy lyrics and Celtic/punk/ 
folk guitar, Casey is an Earth First! favorite. 
“Casey Neill” 

Mayday, Double Dutch, prom the Yardarms 

“Skree” 

Okonogan County, Scrounge Around, A Mighty 
Love, Emma' s Garden CD — $17 

$ETH! 

No-holds-barred, screaming, spoken word, 
acoustic punk. 

“Militant Autonomous Zone (M.A.Z.)” 
Riot, Garden, Hope, Big City TAPE — $10 
“The First Snack” 

Compost Rocks, Apathetic Hipster Youth, Down 
the World CD— $12 

Dana Lyons 

Dana’s dexterous guitar and soulful voice con- 
vey a powerful, yet humorous, message. 
“Cows with Guns” 

Song for Rod Coronado, Geronimo, Native 

Forest Song 

“Turn of the Wrench” 

Cry of the Forest, TV God, Drop of Water 
“At Night they Howl at the Moon — Environ- 
mental Songs for Kids ” (with John Seed) 
Willy the Wombat, The Tree, We Don ’t Want to 
Live in the Zoo TAPES— $12 • CDS— $1 
Joanne Rand 

Joanne’s strong and versatile voice climbs and 
dances through her powerful songs. 
“Choosing Sides” 

/ Love It, Our Children ’s Children 
“Grant Me Eyes” 

The Good, the Bad and the Only, Stones 
“The Monkey Puzzle” (with The Little Big 
Band) Earth My Body, Wolf at the Door, 

“Family History” 

Judi Bari, Don’t Fear Anything, Eyak Man 
TAPES— $12 • CDS— $17 

Minnehaha 

A vibrant collection of different artists pro- 
duced this benefit album for the resistance to 
the reroute of Highway 55. 

“Trees and Water” 

No Compromise, Digger’s Song CD — $12! 

Velcro Sheep 

Knee-slappin’, foot tappin’, rip-roaring, acous- 
tic folk rock direct from Missoula, Montana. 


“On the Lam” 

Gut Shoot Somoza, Revolution Tango, New 
Age Blues CD — $17 

Walken Jim Stock 

Walkin’ Jim’s deep powerful voice and wil- 
derness-inspired lyrics will send shivers down 
your spine. 

“The Vision”, “A Kid for the Wild”, “For- 
ever Wild”, “Spirit is Still on the Run” 
TAPES— $9 

(TchKung! 

Musical and propaganda release, including a 
Molotov cocktail recipe and a cool video. 

“Incite” 

Smash Things Up, Picture the Riotzone 
CD— $15 

If A Tree Falls 

Benefit album about saving the forest featur- 
ing John Trudell, Zero, Robert Hoyt, Joanne 
Rand, Bruce Cockbum, Hank Williams Jr., 
Buffy Sainte-Marie, Dan Fogelberg, Jello 
Biafra and Mojo Nixon, The Tinklers, Alice 
Di Micele, The Wyrd Sisters, Ferron and 
Rumors of the Big Wave! 

TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 

Greg Keeler 

Goofy, intelligent, country- western 
parody, poking fun at everything worth 
poking fun at. 

“Enquiring Minds” 

An Excuse to Go Drinkin’, House Husband 
Blues, Planet of Morons 
“Post-Modern Blues” 

Lament of the Laundromat, Montana Testicle 
Festival, Bunny Hell 
“Bad Science Fiction” 

If Bears Could Whistle, Nuclear Waste Blues, 

Duct Tape Psalm 

“Talking Sweet Bye & Bye” 

There ’ll Come a Revolution, Ski Yellowstone 
“Songs of Fishing, Sheep and 
Guns in Montana” 

Fossil Fuel Cowboy, Drinkin ’ My Blues Away 
“Sheep,' Lies and Audio Tape” 

WD-40 Polka, Buffalo Scrotum, Manly Men, 
P.C. Blues, Cow Pie 

“All You Can Eat” (w/Bill Clinton) 
Codependent Cowgirl, NYC or What 
“Trash Fish (plus Dumb Coyote Stories)” 
Flashabugger Tango, Cliffside Honeymoon 

TAPES— $9 

David Rovks 

David strikes chords of activism in the work- 
place and the wild. 

“Payday at Coal Creek” 

Sacco and Vanzetti, Death of Mother Jones, 

Hobo ’s Lullaby 

“We Just Want the World” 

Minimum Wage Strike, Song for Boxcar Betty, 
The Death of David Chain CDS — $17 


EF! Fist Patch 

Quality 3-inch patches $3 

EF! Tools Bandana 

Unbleached 100% cotton. 
Slogans printed with 
non-toxic ink, $3 
Monkey wrench 
Pendant 

12" necklace, recycled 
sterling siver $15 
One post earring $10 
One dangle earring $10 
Lapel pin $10 

EF! Rubber Stamp 

Sturdy wood-block 
stamps from unfinished 
scrap lumber 
EF! fist or tools $5 

FistEtemp Wallet 

Tan with black and green 
fist and black lettering. 
Specify wording "Greed 
Kills" or "Earth First! " $10 

EF! Fist Hemp Cap 

Tan with black and green 
embroidered fist, blacklet- 
tering, adjustable size $14 

EF! Window 
Sticker 

3-inch EF! Fist, 4 for $1 

Cotton Fist Caps 

Desert camo $12 

J 


EF! Merchandise Order Form 

description color size price 


# 



























TOTAL $ 

foriegn orders add 15% 



Name, 

Street, 

City_ 


_State/ Country, 


_Zip, 


Make checks payable to the Earth First! Journal, POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440. 
Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. Questions? Call (541) 344-8004, Mondays 4-6. 
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; - The Sacrbq^ 
Redwood Forest 


“This book brings the magic of the 
ancient redwoods to children and i 

relates their real-world destruction in 
an honest way... the ancient redwoods 
are the anecdote to our despair, and 
through this book, children can come to 1 
learn this magic.” 

Josh Brown 

North Coast Earth First! 

“This is a pro-environment 
book... suggesting that children wake up 
their parents to what’s really 
important” 

The Beltane Papers 


“A. sensitive and beautifully illustrated heart-opening book that brings 
you back to nature-a beautiful gift for all ages and seasons!” 

Sacred Media 

The Sacred Redwood Forest is a very beautifully illustrated 


children’s book describing the peace, love and contentment that 
can be experienced in a redwood forest. Through the eyes of a 
young girl, we learn why the last remaining unprotected old- 
growth forests should be saved, and about the senseless 
destruction already wrought upon them. 

Throughout, the book maintains a magical sense of wonder, 
with nymphs, fairies, banana slugs, raccoons, a Forest Goddess 
and an Ancient Magician all sharing in the book’s message of 
love and forgiveness. 

ISBN: 156 167 558 X 
Available at bookstores 
Price: $15.95, Hardcover, 40 pp 
Distributed by Partners West and Ingram 
Visit www.peak.org/~forests 


pickAxe: 


The Story of the Warner 
Creek Blockade 


One and one-half hours of incredible footage documenting one of the 

most successful campaigns in Earth First! history. Music features 

Tchkung!, Joules Graves, Casey Neill, Peter 

Wilde and others. To set up a jgg^ 

screening in your area.- 1-888- j| 

pickAxe; www.pickaxe.org. 

$12 per tape 

RIP WTO N30 

The real story of November 30, 

1999 in Seattle. $5 per tape 'Jjfflt 

Send checks . etc. to pickAxe productions. 1430 U/U j||j£cascadian Roadpeck 

Willamette PMB 506, Eugene. OR 97401. Shipping and Picalota Forestroad 

handling $5/order; overseas airmail, add $5 ^ 


Cascadian Roadpecker 
^ Picalota Forestroadae 


f Turn Your pnone into An 

EartliPiione! 

You make the call; Do you want your telephone bill supporting obnoxious 
corporate ad campaigns, or Earth Firstt Journal? 

With our Affinity Long Distance service, ever}' time you make a long dis- 
tance call, 5% of your charges go to Earth First! Journal 

We offer you a choice of rate plans: 15* /minute all the time; 10* off-peak/23* 
peak (Mon.-Fri. 7-7); or 10* ail the time ( lOt plan has $5 monthly lee if usage is below 
$50). Also, low rates for in-state calls and business phones; calling cards; etc. 

More information: Steve Freedkin, 510-644-2778, S teve@InteraetAddress.cont, 
or on the Web at: http://homc^printmail.com/~sfreedklR ) 'afftnity.html 


TREE-SI 

The Art Ki^Utance 
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Headwaters Action Video Collective 
is nearing the completion of a feature Sjj 
length film called 'Tree-Sit" Help support JRr 
this grass-roots, non-profit effort by JH 
ordering an organic "Tree-Sit" tee-shirt Iw 
S25-S100 (suggested donation) 
sizes S M L XL 
or order one of our videos below. 

Send donations to: 

HAVC- P.O.Box 2198 ® 

Redway CA 95560 - 

$3.50 shipping (USA) $8.00 (worldwide) 

Videos from HAVC www.havc.org 
Timber GAP $20 * pal available 

Showdown in Seattle $25 

* Luna - The Stafford Giant Tree-Sit $20 

* Fire In The Eyes $15 

Headwaters '97 - Call to Action $15 
Headwaters - No Compromise! $1 5 ■ 

4 1 5-820-1 635 Ask for our activist rates 
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Public Apology 


I, Anthony M. Malatino, formerly of Malatino and Asso- 
ciates, Inc., have pleaded guilty to the felony offenses of 
knowingly falsifying laboratory results and causing hazard- 
ous waste to be disposed of improperly. I collected from 
various businesses and sent to laboratories samples of waste 
including used antifreeze. In the 1996-1997 time period, I 
altered laboratory rest reports, causing used antifreeze waste 
that tested as hazardous waste to be blended with used oil and 
disposed of as if nonhazardous waste at a facility which was 
not permitted to accept hazardous waste. 

As a condition of my ten year probation, I am not 
permitted to collect, handle or broker media samples for 
analysis, nor prepare, review or handle documents for the 
same. I have reimbursed my clients for the analysis costs 
relating to the altered records, and I have paid investiga- 
tion costs and restitution to the Office of the State Attor- 
ney of $1400 and $893 to the Department of Environmen- 
tal Protection. 

I apologize to the public and to my clients for my 
falsification of records. I recognize that such action un- 
dercuts the integrity of the regulatory system and creates 
risk to the environment. 

(this is a paid advertisement) 



activist needed 
now to run our 
sea turtle office 


Full-time office manager needed at Sea 
Turtle Restoration Project in West Marin, 
outside SF. Manage database, mailings, 
phones, etc. Activist work, too. Salary, 
low $20s, full benefits. For details, See 
our website: www.seaturtles.org 
Fax 415-488-0372; email: seaturtles.org 
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How ‘bout a subscription to Earth First!, the Radical Environmental Journal? 

ejmsbi 


clip and send to: 

Earth First! Journal-subscriptions, POB M15, Eugene, OR 97440 USA 

O $500 Lifetime Subscription 

CD $25 Regular Rate CD $35 Surface Mai 

CD $20 Low Income/Non Profit/Library CD $35 Air Mail, C; 

CD $35 Anonymous Envelope (1st class) CD $45 Air Mail, Inte 

O $ DONATION O $45 Corporate 

\ }~K~\ Subscriber Name 


Address . 


State 


o $35 Surface Mail, International (US$) check for a free 
o $35 Air Mail, Canada or Mexico CD merch catalog 
CD $45 Air Mail, International (US$, no foreign checks) 

CD $45 Corporate or Law Enforcement Rate 

Credit Card Orders 

Visa/MC (circle one) 

Card # 

Exp. date (month/year) 

Zip Country 


The Earth First! Journal subscription list is confidential and never traded. If you use an alias, make sure that the 
post office knows that you, or someone, is getting mail at your address under that name or it may not be delivered. 
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US Earth First! Directory 


ALASKA 

Michael A. Lewis 

POB 80073, Fairbanks, AK 99708 

Mike or Billie 

POB 6197, Sitka, AK 99835 

Soren Wuerth 

c/o Alaska Action Center 

POB 230916, Anchorage, AK 99523 

(907) 566-2468; akmedia@surfcafe.com 

ARIZONA 

Arizona Wildlands Museum 
POB 24988, Tempe, AZ 8528S 
Tucson EF! 

POB 3412, Tucson, AZ 85722 

tucsonef@juno.com 

Ponderosa Wingnuts 

2155 E. Maple #17, Flagstaff, AZ 86004 

(520) 774-6542; reg3@dana.ucc.nau.edu 

CALIFORNIA 

Northcoast EF! 

POB 28, Areata, CA 95518 
(707) 825-6598; ncef@humboldtl.com 
Circle of Life Foundation/)ulia Butterfly 
POB 388, Garberville, CA 95542 
(707) 923-9522; fax 923-9532 
lunanews@humboldtl.com 
Redwood Action Team/Darryl Chemey 
POB 34, Garberville, Ecotopia 95542 
Sonoma County EF!/Biotech Last! 
POB 3321, Santa Rosa, CA 95402 
Siena EF! 

228 Commercial St, Dept. #174 
Nevada City, CA 95959 
Davis EF!/FOW-Cascadia 
(530) 753-1678 
Fairfax Action Team 
POB 393, Lagunitas, CA 94938 
Sacramento EF! 

POB 376, Carmichael, CA 95609 
Bay Area EF! 

POB 83, Canyon, CA 94516 
hotline/message (510) 848-8724 
Jake Wilson 

Davidson Hall, rm. 614, 260 Haste 
Berkeley, CA 94720 
ecojake@UClink4.berkeley 
Genetix Action 
1334 42nd Ave, SF, CA 94122 
(707) 789-8454 
Santa Cruz EF1/EF! Radio 
POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA 9S061 
( 831 ) 425 - 3205 ; cruzef@cruzio,COm 
Santa Barbara EF! 

POB 12799, Santa Barbara, CA 93107 
(805) 961-2516; sbef@rain.org 
Action Resource Center 
POB 2104, Venice, CA 90294 
Alluvial EF! 

POB 77027, #102, Pasadena, CA 91107 

(909) 422-1637 

Tribes EF! c/o DR Chance 

POB 10487, San Bernadino, CA 92423 

DRChance3@aol.com 

Mojave EF! 

POB 492, Lancaster, CA 93584 
(805) 948-6291 
Peninsular Ranges EF! 

POB 4738, Irvine, CA 92616-4738 
Southcoast EF! 

POB 1333, Orange, CA 92856 
Baja Ecotopia EF! 

POB 7745, San Diego, CA 92107 

COLORADO 

San Juan EF! 

POB 3204, Durango, CO 81302 
Wilderness Defense! 

POB 460101, Aurora, CO 80046-0101 
fax (617) 687-2598 

wildernessdefense@email.com 
Art Goodtimes 

POB 1008, Telluride, CO 81435 
Tim Haugen 

POB 81, Gulnare, CO 81042 
Gunnison Basin EF! 

POB 592, Crested Butte, CO 81224 
Culebra EF! 

POB 762, San Luis, CO 81152 
afr@amigo.net 

FLORIDA 

Big Bend EF! 

POB 20582, Tallahassee, FL 32316 
(904) 421-1559 
Clearwater EF! 

POB 17838, Clearwater, FL 33762 
(727) 538-9050 
clearwaterfnb@hotmail.com 
Alachua EF! 

POB 1638, Alachua, FL 32616 
(904) 462-3374 

GEORGIA 

Students for Environmental Awareness 
U. of G., Tate Ctr. Athens, GA 30602 
Katuah Foothills EF! 

POB 608, Athens, GA 30603 

HAWAII 

Oceandream Media Foundation 
POB 1440, Hanalei, HI 96714 
(808) 826-1711 

IDAHO 

Northern Rockies Preservation Project 
POB 625, Boise, ID 83701 


Cove/Mallard Coalition 
POB 8968, Moscow, ID 83483 
(208) 882-9755; fax 883-0727 
cove@moscow.com 

ILLINOIS 

Chicago EF! c/o The Autonomous Zone 
1573 N. Milwaukee Ave. #420 
Chicago, IL 60622 
(773) 252-6019; azone@wwa.com 
Red Gate EF! 

3400 W 111th St #154, Chicago, IL 60655 

friends@enteract.com 

Shawnee EF! 

913 S. Illinois, Carbondale, IL 62901 
(618) 351-0312; sprklblu@siu.edu 

INDIANA 

Indiana Forest Alliance 

POB 174, Bloomington, IN 47402 

(812) 332-4878 

IOWA 

Prairie Fire EF! 

POB 1284, Dubuque, IA 52004-1284 
prairiefireef@hotmail.com 

KANSAS 

Tornado Alley Resistance 
(913) 568-9525 
LOUISIANA 
Louisiana EF! 

POB 113262, Metairie, LA 70011-3262 
Baratopia EF! 
baratopiaef@yahoo.com 

MAINE 
Maine EF! 

RFD 1, POB 6000, Athens, ME 04912 
Wassumkeag EF! 

POB 869, Searsport, ME 04974 

noreastah@acadia.net 

MARYLAND 

DC Area EF! Collective 

3123 Montgomery Hall 

College Park, MD 20742; (301) 314-3712 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Mass EF! 

POB 35, Montague, MA 01351 
Mass Direct Action 
POB 484, Somerset, MA 02726 
Jon Chance 

72 Peterborough St, Apt. 31 
Boston, MA 02215; (617) 859-8155 

MICHIGAN 

World Tree Peace Center 
POB 50814, Kalamazoo, MI 49005 

~(BI6)"3ss=9»ry — - — — — . .. 

Huron River Valley EF! 

POB 1735, Ann Arbor, MI 48106 
MINNESOTA 

Forest Ecosystems Action Group 
2441 Lyndale Ave S, Mpls, MN 55405 
(612) 450-9178; paarise@mtn.org 
Big Woods EF! 

POB 580936, Mpls, MN 55458-0936 
(612) 362-3387 
bigwoodsefiahotmail.com 
Wilderness First! 

POB 16075, St. Paul, MN 55116 
wdurness@aol.com 
MISSOURI 
Ray O. McCall 

Rt 1 Box 89, Mountain Grove, MO 65711 
Pink Planarians 

POB 7653, Columbia, MO 6S205-7653 
(573) 443-6832 

Chinquapin Resistance / Confluence 
POB 63232, St. Louis, MO 63163 
(314) 773-2842 

MONTANA 

Northern Rockies Biodiversity Project 
POB 4431, Whitefish, MT 59937 
(406) 862-4945 
Wild Rockies EF! 

POB 9286, Missoula, MT 59807 
Yellowstone EF! 

POB 6151, Bozeman, MT 59715 
NEBRASKA 

Environmental Resource Center 
370 Bordeaux Rd, Chadron, NE 69337 
(308) 432-3458 

NEVADA 

Western Shoshone Defense Project 
POB 211106, Crescent Valley, NV 89821 
(702) 468-0230; wsdp@igc.org 
NEW HAMPSHIRE 
New Hampshire EF! 

POB 4101, Portsmouth, NH 03802 
NEW IERSEY 

PAW Pinelands/Kittatiny Project 
POB 506, Bloomfield, NJ 07003 
(201) 748-4322 
Green Vigilance 

46 E. Monroe, Mt. Holly, NJ 08060 

(609) 265-0392 

NEW MEXICO 

Land of Disenchantment EF! 

POB 72295, Albuquerque, NM 87195 

(505) 588-8128 

New Mexico Direct Action 

POB 22488, Santa Fe, NM 87502-2488 

NEW YORK 

NYC EF! c/o Wetlands Preserve 
161 Hudson St, NY, NY 10013 
(212) 966-4831; fax 925-8715 


Foghorn 

POB 889, Westhampton Beach, NY 11978 
(516) 288-2688 
Love Canal EF! 

(716) 282-7777 

Steven Smith 

Sarah Lawrence College 

1 Mead Way, Bronxville, NY 10708-9902 

paralipsis@crosswinds.net 

OFF! 

SUNY Binghamton, NY, 13902-6000 

(607) 777-2050; offeditor@hotmail.com 

Project Harmony 

216 W. 122 St, NY, NY 10027 

(212) 662-2878; haja216@aol.com 

More Gardens! Coalition 

50 Avenue B, NY, NY 10009 

NORTH CAROLINA 

Jeremy Jacklin 

721 B N. 4 St., Wilmington, NC 28401 
balaclava_clad@hotmail.com 
Katuah EF! 

POB1485, Asheville, NC 28802 
(828) 285-0631; mountainfaction@cs.com 
Katuah Highlands EF! 

POB 223, Deep Gap, NC 28618 

(910) 973-7032 

OHIO 

Cleveland EF! 

17305 Grovewood Ave 

Cleveland, OH 44119; (216) 383-9985 

Ohio Valley EF! 

POB 1 7, University of Cincinnati 
Cincinnati, OH 45221-1001 
(513) 281-6892 
Oberlin EF! 

Wilder Box 76, Oberlin, OH 44074 

oearthfirst@oberlin.edu 

Lake Erie EF! 

2233 Parkwood, Toledo, OH 43620 
Hock-Hocking EF! 

23 Elliott St Athens, OH 45701 
(740) 592-2581 
Piankasha EF! 

7992 Hopper Rd, Cincinnati, OH 45255 

OREGON 

Cascadia Forest Alliance 
POB 4946, Portland, OR 97208 
(503) 241-4879; fax 235-9976 
Blue Heron EF! 

Reed Coll., SAO, Portland, OR 97202 
(503) 771-1112x7875 

Southern Willamette EE! 

POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440 
swef@efn.org 

Cascadia Forest Defenders 
POB 11122, Eugene, OR 97440 
(541) 684-8977; mickey@efn.org 
Blue Mtns. Biodiversity Project 
HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 
Kalmiopsis EF! 

POB 2093, Cave Junction, OR 97523 
(541) 592-3386; lukas@cdsnet.net 

PENNSYLVANIA 
Allegheny EF! 

POB 81011, Pittsburgh, PA 15217 

Antoinette Dwinga 

102 Third St, Apt 2, Carnegie, PA 15106 

Allegheny Defense Project 

POB 245, Clarion, PA 16214 

(814) 223-4996; fax 223-4997 

adp@envirolink.org 

Earth First! Philadelphia 

POB 30773, Philadelphia, PA 19104 

efjahilly@envirolink.org, (215) 727-0882x3 

TENNESSEE 

Katuah EFl/Tennessee Valley Faction 
POB 281, Chattanooga, TN 37401 
(423) 949-5922; johnjgb@mindspring.com 
French's Lick EF! 

200 Creekwood Dr., Whitehouse, TN 37188 
Katuah Earth First!/River Faction 
POB 16242, Knoxville, TN 37996 
(423) 633-8483, katuah@fcmail.com 
TEXAS 
EF! Austin 

2900 Lafayette St, Austin, TX 78722 
(512) 478-7666 
South Texas EF! 

4114 Claudia, Corpus Christi, TX 78418 
(512) 937-6019 
East Texas EF! 

Rt 1, Box 2120, Point Blank, TX 77364 
Lusus Naturaes Environ. Collective 
1421 Longhorn, Houston, TX 77080 
lususnaturae71@hotmail.com 

UTAH 

Autonomy House 

POB 11015, SLC, UT 84147 

Wild Wasatch Front 

864 W. 700 St, Brigham City, UT 84302 

VERMONT 

Biodiversity Liberation Front 

POB 57, Burlington, VT 05402 

Save the Corporations 

169 Main St, Brattleboro, VT 05301 

(802) 254-4847; fax 254-7358 

VIRGINIA 

Virginia EF! 

Rt 1, Box 250, Staunton, VA 22401 
(540) 885-6983 


EF! Collective @ VCU 
Student Activities Center, Box 93 
POB 842035, Richmond, VA 23284 
(804) 353-5055 

WASHINGTON 
Seattle EF! 

POB 95113, Seattle, WA 98145 

tel/fax (206) 632-1656 

sea-ef@scn.org 

Direct Action Network 

POB 95113, Seattle, WA 98145 

(206) 632-9482 

hotline (206) 654-6779 

dan@frizzle.com 

Olympia EF! 

POB 12391, Olympia, WA 98508 
olyearthfirst@hotmail.com 


WEST VIRGINIA 

Central Appalachian Biodiversity Project 
Rt 3, Box 390, Hedgesville, WV 25427 
(304) 754-9161 

WISCONSIN 

Midwest Headwaters Action & 
Midwest Headwaters Journal 
731 State St, Madison, WI 53711 
(608) 255-8765 
North Forests EF! 

748 Algoma Blvd Oshkosh, WI 54901 
(920) 424-0265 

Chippewa Valley EF!, POB 1151 
Eau Claire, WI 54702; (608) 782-6997 
Sand County EF! 

308 Nelson Hall, Stevens Point, WI 54481 
dchurl99@uwsp.edu 


International EF! Directory 

Check out the international 


GERMANY 


Earth First! web page at: 
www.k2net.co.uk/ef 

AUSTRALIA 

Rainforest Information Centre 
POB 368, Lismore, NSW 2480 
(066) 21 85 05 

Australian EF! Action Update 

ef_au@hotmail . com 

EF! Australia Community 

Lot 9 Halliford Rd Via Dalby, Qld 4405 

tel/fax 61 (0) 7 3207 0033 

admin@earthfirst.org.au 

CANADA 

North American ALF Press Office 

POB 3673, Courtenay, BC V9N 7P1 

(250) 897-0791; fax (419) 858-9065 

naalfpo@tao.ca 

EF! Prince George 

Box 1762, Prince George, BC V2L 4V7 

Boreal Owl 

Box 1053, Kamloops, BC V2C 6H2 
EF! Manitoba 
599 Talbot Ave, Winnipeg 
Manitoba R2L 0R7; (204) 453-9052 
EF! Toronto 

POB 195 Stn. B, 119 Spadina Ave 

Toronto, Ontario M5T 2W1 

earthfirst.toronto@tao.ca 

EF! Ottawa 

Box 4612, Station E 

Ottawa, Ontario K1S 5H8 

Autonomous Green Action 

POB 4721, Station E, Ottawa 

Ontario K1S 5H9; soy@igs.net 

EF! Montreal & Diffusion Noire 

c/o Librairie Alternative 

2035 St. Laurent, 2 e etage 

Montreal, Quebec H2X 2T3 

CZECH REPUBLIC 

Zeme Predevsim 

POB 237, 16041 Prague 6 

zemepredevsim@ecn.cz 

Car Busters Magazine St Resource Ctr 

Kratka 26, 100 00 Praha 10 

+(420) 2 781-0849; fax 781-67-27 

carbusters@ecn.cz 

EIRE 

An Talamh Glas c/o Anne 
Abbey St., Ballinrobe, County Mayo 
Limerick Talamh Glas 
41 Glasgow Park, Limerick 

00 353 61 313308 
ENGLAND 

Over 30 Earth First! and radical 
ecological direct action groups exist in 
England. As well as these, there are a 
number of other anarchist/revolution- 
ary groups and projects. For a list or 
for general news from the UK, contact: 
EF! Action Update 
c/o POB ITA, Newcastle Upon Tyne, 
NE1 ITA; 0797 479 1841 
actionupdate@gn.apc.org 
Do or Die 

c/o Prior House, 6 Tilbury Place, 
Brighton, East Sussex, BN2 2GY 
doordtp@yahoo.co.uk 
FINLAND 
Finland EF! 

Viivinkatu 17 AS 17 

33610 Tampere 61; ransu@sci.fi 

FRANCE 

Les Eco-guerriers 

71 Av. Jean Jaures, 92140 Clamart 

01 40 95 09 06, contact@earth-first.org 


EF! Germany (c/o Avalon) 
Friedrich-Ebert Str 24, 45127 Essen 

INDIA 
Anand Skaria 

PB #14, Cochin 682001, Kerala 
(009) 484-25435 

Bander Bagicha 

Near Maurya Lok PATNA-800 001 
Bihar, Post Box 229 

THE NETHERLANDS 
Groene Front! 

Postbus 85069, 3508 AB, Utrecht 

groenfr@dds.nl 

PHILIPPINES 

Ariel Betan, Green Forum 

3rd Floor, Liberty Building 

Pasay Road, Makati, Metro Manila 

(2) 816-0986, 851-110, 818-3207 

Volunteers for Earth Defense 

189 San Antonio Ext. SFDM 

1105 Quezon City 

POLAND 

Workshop for All Beings 
POB 40, 43-304 Bielsko, Biala 4 
tel/fax 048-33-8183153 
In Defense of the Earth 
Towarzystwo Ekologiczne 
"W Obronieziemi" Domonika Baryla 
ul. Limanowskiego 138/42 
91-038, Lodz (+48 42) 653-38-16 
goral@tewoz.most.org.pl 
RUSSIA 

Rainbow Keepers (10 local groups) 
POB 14, Nizhni Novgorod 603082 
(8312)34-32-80 _ 

Rainbow Keepers ( Moscow ) 

(095) 954-91-93, rk@glas.apc.org 
ECODEFENSE! 

Moskovsky prospekt 120-34236006 
Kalinin grad/Koenigsburg 
tel/fax +7 (0112) 43 72 86 
ecodefense@glas.apc.org 

SCOTLAND 
Glasgow EF! 

POB 180, Glasgow G4 9AB 
44 (0)41 636 1924/339 8009 
fax 424 3688; scotree@gn.apc.org 

SLOVAKIA 
Slobodna alternativa 
Staromestska 6/D, 811 03 Bratislava 
SOUTH AFRICA 
Earth Action! 

POB 181034, Dalbridge, Durban 6016 

SOUTH KOREA 

Green Korea United 

10F Garden Tower Building 

98-78 Wooni-dong, Chongno-gu 

Seoul 110-350; environ@chollian.net 

SPAIN 

Manuel A. Demandes, Taller de E. A. 

A. Curuxa, J. B., XelmirerJ 
Campus Universitario, 1570 S Santiago 
(81) 584321; fax 584533 

SWEDEN 
Morgan Larsson 

Lagmansgaten 9C, 46-37 Vanersborg 
Action For Social Ecology 
Box 34089, 10026 Stockholm; 
+46-70-7560195; ekoIogisten@usa.net 

UKRAINE 

Rainbow Keepers (5 local groups) 

Nadia Shevchenko 

POB 322, Kiev 252187 

+7 38 (044) 265-7628; fax 550-6068 

rk@cci.glasnet.ru 


EF! PROJECTS 
(3 CAMPAIGNS 

Cold Mountain, Cold Rivers 
Video Project 

POB 7941, Missoula, MT 59807 
(406) 728-0867 
cmcr@wildrockies.org 
Earth First! Direct Action Fund 
POB 210, Canyon, CA 94516 
(925) 376-7329; fax 631-7958 


End Corporate Dominance 
HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 
(541) 468-2028 

NE Forest Practices Campaign 

POB 4101, Portsmouth, NH 03802 

noreastah@acadia.net 

Sea Defense Alliance 

POB 400, Williams, OR 97544 

sedna@cdsnet.net 

Warrior Poets Society 

PMB 361, 108 Student Union 

#4510 Berkeley, CA 94720-4510 
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Climbing Proud— The New Canopy Ac 


by Sprig 

One night in 1985, Ron Huber and Mike Jakubal 
were sitting around a campfire disconcerted that the 
traditional, short-lived blockade was the only action 
in the works to stop the logging of 700-1000-year-old 
trees by Willamette Industries. Jakubal was a rock 
climber, and somewhere in that late night conversa- 
tion, he and Huber dreamt up a way to sustain a perch 
80 feet up in a Douglas fir. Within days an affinity 
group from Cathedral Forest Action made it a reality. 
Loggers came to work one morning to find Jakubal, 
that day known as "Doug fir," on his platform pre- 
pared for a week-long standoff in the unit. The unit 
was part of an area locally known as Millennium 
Grove in the Oregon's Willamette National Forest, 
east of Sweet Home. 

Surprisingly, the debut of this innovative tactics 
didn't hold the US Forest Service and Willamette 
Industries off long. After lunch they started to fell trees 
as close as 20 feet from his platform. At the end of the 
workday, they had cut every tree except for the one he 
was sitting in. The loggers did their dirty deed and 
then went home, so Jakubal thought. Probably the 
first person to witness the massacre of a forest 80 feet 
up, Jakubal "quietly climbs down to inspect the shat- 
tered remains of the once mighty trees. He sits on a 
fresh stump. A Freddy lunges out from behind a bush, 
tells him to stop, falls flat on his face, gets up and 
arrests 'Doug fir', " recounts an old, yellowed edition of 
the EF!J. (Lesson # 1 for treesitters: Make sure there is 
always a wookie in the tree.) That may have been the 
end of the first treesit to save old-growth forests, but it 


was really only the beginning. They would try several 
other treesits that would postpone logging in the 
Millennium Grove until the massacre a year later. 

The history of treesitting as a tactic has evolved 
tremendously since the first sit in North America 
which was set by spurring up the tree. Today wookies 
girth trees or free climb to set the first line. Later that 
summer of 1985, sitters started to tie in to other trees 
in the Millenium Grove, creating the first small 
village of about five to six activists. R. Dendron was 
the first female treesitter in 1986. 

In 1987, Randy Prince stayed up for around 42 days 
in Southern Oregon's North Kalmiopsis treesit. He 
only left his seven and one-half by three-foot pod 
complete with typewriter because two days earlier a 
logger cut into a third of the tree with a chainsaw 
rendering the sit unstable. During the summer of 
1987, treesitters went south to help with the first 
redwood sits on so-called private lands. These were 
much higher — 130 feet up in the Headwaters groves 
in Northern California. 

Roots 

When you look into the roots of treesitting, you see 
natural ties between the direct action tree villages of 
today and the aboriginal tree peoples of New Guinea, 
Africa and Indonesia. There are tree people called 
Mava and Muscona in New Guinea living in tree 
houses 75 feet up. They sleep in close quarters, shit 
from catwalks and have developed a sophisticated 
yodeling-like language to call from tree to tree. 

continued on page 23 


Grain RAGE 


.Cremates Cargill 


by Foster Wildness and Emma Gardener 

On March 20-21, three thousand or so farmers 
gathered in Washington DC for the "Rally For Rural 
America." In opposition to the destruction that ge- 
netic engineering is inflicting on the planet and in 
solidarity with the farmers worldwide who are resist- 
ing globalization, activ- 
ists from Grain RAGE (Re- 
sistance Against Genetic 
Engineering) and the 
Agricultural Action Net- 
work (AAN) decided to 
bring the resistance to the 
front doors of one of the 
companies responsible, 

Cargill, who happens to 
have its world headquar- 
ters just minutes from 
Minneapolis. Cargill was 
chosen because it is one of 
the largest privately- 
owned corporations and 
the largest grain handler 
in the world. It is a major 
player in food distribution, agricultural biotech re- 
search and the push for globalization. Cargill recently 
gave the University of Minnesota $10 million to help 
build a molecular biology research building and claims 
the solution to the farm crisis is to open up China to 
Minnesota grain, something our Governor Jesse "No 
Mind" Ventura also espouses. 

Employees coming to work at Cargill on the morn- 
ing of March 21 were not in for business as usual. The 
company was expecting a rally at 9:00 a.m. What it 


was not expecting were two junked cars with people 
locked down blocking both sides of its four-lane 
divided main entrance at 7:30 a.m. As the teams drove 
in, the laughter couldn't be contained as we watched 
groundskeepers hammering temporary "No Trespass- 
ing" signs and hanging yellow tape to create an 
enclosure for the scheduled rally. We drove right past 

them. Some magical be- 
ings also managed to close 
and chain the back gates. 

Employees arriving 
found themselves in a two- 
mile traffic jam, as Cargill 
I security and police man- 
! aged to squeeze cars (just 
| barely) past one blockade, 
a Employees had to drive 
| past huge signs proclaim- 
8 ing "Cargill burn your 
| fields!" and "Cremate 
n Cargill!" and had to en- 
| dure white-clad RAGE'ers 
s yelling, "Burn the build- 
ings, pull the crops, this is 
where the research stops! " 
and singing, "Take these crops and shove it." This 
clearly was not the sign waving rally Cargill expected. 
The police finally arrived and pushed us all back to the 
highway where we couldn't see the blockade. After an 
hour, the fire department arrived. After blowing the 
gaskets on a jaws of life, they cut both lockdowns out 
and didn't arrest them. We even got our blockading 
devices back. 

continued on page 23 



Traffic blocked ala Grain RAGE 



Treesitter in "Sorrow" at the Winberry treesit 




Hatching a Plan 
Against Bt Spray 

by Asante Rtverwtnd 

Enjoying a clear, wonderfully warm spring 
day, I was grateful to see two of this early 
season's first butterflies, an orange fritillary and 
one I don't know yet. Just a few days ago, the 
first yellow bell flowers arose from subterra- 
nean slumber, brightening these mountain 
ridges with their blooms. Tonight I sit watching 
the embers of an ebbing fire flare and spark with 
the wax and wane of the night's breeze, musing 
in thought beneath the same glittering stars 
that millennia of Earth's kindred wild ones 
have looked upon in wonder. Listening to the 
coyotes' magical chorus, it is hard to find rhyme 
or reason in the imminent nightmare facing 
these forests of eastern Cascadia. 

This spring the US Forest Service (USFS) plans 
to spray 230,000 to over 2,000,000 acres on nine 
national forests in eastern Oregon and Washing- 
ton with the biocide Bacillus thuringiensis 
Kurstaki (Btk): the Winema, Fremont, Ochoco, 
Malheur, Umatilla, Wallowa-Whitman, 
Wenatchee, Okanagan and Colville. Ostensibly 
the target is the native Douglas fir tussock moth 
(TM). However, Btk is lethal to all moths and 
butterflies in caterpillar stage. 

Worldwide there is a significant population 
decline of Lepidoptera, the order of insects that 
contains all moth and butterfly species. The 
reasons are many and varied, including loss of 
viable habitat and food sources, poisons and 
viruses. Synergistically, today’s human societ- 
ies are taking a heavy toll upon some of nature's 
most beautiful and fragile creatures. While some 
of the societal causes for Lepidoptera declines 
may take time or catastrophe to change, other 
deadly attacks upon butterflies and moths are 
increasing in severity and frequency. 


photo by Paul Dix 
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A Message from my SoapboxJ 


This last month I spent many a night 
in our merchandise room perusing old 
issues of the Earth First! Journal. Thus, I 
frequently found myself laughing 
the old "Dear Shit fer Brains" and < 
often fell asleep confused aboi 
we are heading as a movemej 
found in these old Journals j 
ing and inspiring. While 
many critiques of thegj 
they're a bunch of "rec 
ness, " misanthropes, 1 
I was inspired by a ] 

The early EFlers nc 
ing out a fairly reg 
many of them were 
who were out block 
rowdy roadshows and y: 

Judging from many o| 
actions, they were inne 
to make asses of thems 
to authority and knew- 
defended. There is somet 
for a group of people who! 
go head to head with a Fredc 
about the land the Forestl 
planned to despoil and than gl 
the road leading in to a wild area. 

After thinking about the early days of 
the movement (and reflecting on my 
meager experience) I have some sugges- 
tion on where EF! should go (no, I'm not 
referring to moving the Journal and yes, 
these are only my humble opinions): 

Old school with a twist of 
added diversity! 

We need to hearken back the positive 
aspects of the early part of our move- 
ment. Let's stop kissing the asses of our 
opposition. It is one thing to treat some- 
one like a living being; it is another to 
kowtow to them. Some of us EFlers 
these days would probably assail Howie 
Wolke for squashingjames Watts' hand 
in the early 80s with cries of "nonvio- 
lence." What else can we learn from the 
early EFlers? How about knowing the 


land or area we are defending inside 
and out? If we don't know our shit, 



nature, we 


cation of 


ourselves. Let's stop fighting the ten- 


tacles of the hydra and start address- 
ing the root causes. 


SSiy/Ve need to re-embrace the concept 
practice) of monkeywrenching. 
action of property and eco- 
)tage has been a successful 
l fight to save the wild. By 
: cannot do it all, but as 
the last couple of 
the bastards down, 
alone have seen 
fur farm raids by 
•ition Front, strate- 
ic., American For- 
Cascade and a 
at Michigan State 
Earth Liberation 
25 trashed geneti- 
crops and tree sites, 
movement going 
n supporting these 
: should be extremely 
ft supporting this sort of 
lion. This support can have 
Ig effect on the Feds’ ability to 
jury and harass a few activists 
lat dare to speak out for these groups. 
Like I said, just some opinions or a 
rant — you be the judge. 

-NIGHTCRAWLER 


• Earth First! Journal • 
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CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS 


The Samhain (November 1) 2000 issue of the Earth First! Journal will be the 
20th anniversary issue of the paper. The deluxe issue will include articles 
from a diverse collection of authors, a list of EF! victories, memorials to 
fallen places and comrades, "top- 10" lists, EF! action "records" and "firsts," 
an EF! movement timeline, and much more! Send your writings, drawings, 
nominations, musings, photos, poetry, proposals, pontifications, 
poophead-bound letters to: EF! 20th, POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440. 




Q^auna Qabaia 


Fauna, n. animal life. 

Cabala, n. an esoteric, secret matter or 
mysterious art. 


In springtime, male song sparrows (. Melospiza melodia ) 
duel with operatic fury and savoirfaire. Most male songbirds 
have but one song, and wield it in such a way as to attract 
mates and compete with other males. Some, however, like 
the song sparrow, have a half dozen or so song types, called 
repertoires. After a male hatches, he learns songs from older, 
territorial neighbors. In particular, he learns songs that his 
neighbors share, but not those unique to individual birds. 
He then attempts to establish a territory near his tutors, 
sometimes replacing a bird who dies. The following spring, 
his first breeding season, he retains only those songs of 
his neighbors who survived. Lifetime reproductive suc- 
cess hinges not on repertoire size, but on the percent of 
Page 2 Earth First! Beltane 2000 
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shared songs; sharing enables him to hold a territory 
through more breeding seasons. 

How this occurs is a bit of a mystery, but it's clear that 
they have a quite sophisticated neighbor recognition 
system, resulting in stable neighborhoods. Early in the 
breeding season, when territories are being staked, neigh- 
bors will respond to each other with the identical song 
in battles peaking at 200 songs per bird, per hour. Later, 
they will respond not with the same song, but with a 
different one held in common. This less threatening 
response isn't upgraded to song-matching unless a neigh- 
bor crosses into another male's territory. To stranger 
calls, however, even strangers off-territory, males will 
respond with songs that aren't shared with neighbors. 
Females, meanwhile, can individually identify neigh- 
borhood males by the songs in their repertoires. They 
find their mates' songs most attractive, followed by 
neighbors' songs of the same type. Thus, the communi- 
cation hidden in song variations — which can also em- 
ploy following and leading, asynchrony and tonal 
frequency manipulations — is stunningly complex and 
decidedly bird-brained. 
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TECHNOLOGY IS NOT FAILSAFE, BUT... 


by Anon 

Caveat: There is no such thing as perfectly seaire com- 
munications of any kind through technology. There are 
some things that should never be written period, whether on 
paper or a keyboard. Technology is not foolproof, so don't 
put all your vegan eggs into one basket. 

It's pretty strange advocating high 
technology in the pages of the EF! 

Journal. As the reader knows, 
technology is not neutral; 
it has been tragically de- 
structive, and truly 
"appropriate" tech- 
nology is often an 
unattainable goal in 
the current system. 

Nevertheless, 
many of us use com- _ 
puters, cars, phones ^ §• 
and other products 1 

of industrial society 
in our resistance. The 
internet has become 
a tool for many people 
fighting ecological and 
social destruction, from 
the Zapatistas to the U'wa 
to Reclaim the Streets. 

Corporate, government 
and military interests account 
for the lion's share of internet usage, 
which presents a dilemma for activists who 
also use it. For the purposes of this article, the 
essential debate over whether or not to use the 
internet, as well as how to use it, will be put aside. 
Rather, I will advocate that every activist who uses 
computers should get and learn to use encryption 
and other computer security techniques. 

I speak not as an expert but as someone who realized 
that for the first time in history there was a way for 
radicals to communicate arotihd the world with a very- 
high level of security when face-to-face dialogue was 
impossible. The days of smuggling documents in 
secret pockets could be replaced by digital storage 
devices that would be uncrackable by anyone if used 
properly. Guerrillas in the Lacondon Jungle and Basque 
separatists communicate globally with their support 
networks through laptops and Pretty Good Privacy 
(PGP) encryption. So with the help, and at the urging 
of a friend, I learned how to use it myself. 



Now when I travel, I can safely carry with me 
information that would not look good in court. At 
home, I can store data that would not compromise 
me or anyone else if I got raided or robbed (not that 
I would have any such material, of course). And I can 
communicate with fellow activists around the world 
with a high degree of confidence, knowing that our 
communication is not open to the 
forces of darkness. 

There is a website where you 
can learn everything you need 
to get going, as well as 
download encryption 
s o f t w a r e. : h ft p : / / 
security. tao.ca. The 
site's topics include 
maintaining your pri- 
vacy while searching 
the web, e-mail tips 
and tricks, encryp- 
tion basics and 
physical computer 
security. All of what 
follows can be learned 
from these sites. 
Imagine this: You've 
just pulled off a major 
animal liberation, and 
need to send a communique 
out. How are you going to do 
it? People have gotten busted 
faxing communiques at Kinko's. Us- 
ing anonymous remailers (websites that 
allow you to send messages with no "from" box), 
one can send out a statement from a discreet 
location, and it will arrive at its destination with no 
trace of where it came from. Here's another solu- 
tion, though there are many variations on this 
theme. Procure a laptop with a modem and an 
attachment device for public phones. Then fax 
your communique through the laptop to a sympa- 
thetic party or the media using coins or a prepaid 
phone card and skidaddle! Or even better, sub- 
scribe to an internet dial-up service (such as 
www.freeinet.com or www.netzero.com) using se- 
cure techniques detailed in publications such as 
Ecodefense. Encrypt the message, and send an anony- 
mous encrypted e-mail to the ALF press office, who 
can decrypt it and send it out to the world. 

Many activists surf the web without realizing 
that doing so provides a lot of information to 


people you wouldn't want know- 
ing your intimate details. When- 
ever you visit a website, the loca- 
tion of your computer may be 
tracked and even your own iden- 
tity revealed unless some easy steps 
are taken. A history of the places 
you've visited on the web are also 
logged onto your computer, but 
there are easy ways to deal with 
this as well. 

Easy-to-crack passwords are of- 
ten created and used by activists 
who are otherwise security con- 
scious. There are several basic steps 
to take when choosing a password 
(or rather, pass phrase) such as us- 
ing random characters, upper and 
lowercase letters, numbers, punc- 
tuation and special characters. 

Obviously, encryption technol- 
ogy is not the answer to all our 
problems. As one security expert 
put it, "It is important to recognize 
that no amount of cryptography is 
going to further the very real goal 
of ultimately changing society in 
such a way that this type of secu- 
rity consciousness is not required. 
There will be no such thing as a 100 
percent secure system until our 
world has been radically altered. 
Good computer security is no sub- 
stitute for good sense. But if it must 
be written down, computers can 
offer a higher level of security than 
keeping hard copies around for the 
feds to find during a raid. Comput- 
ers can also offer a much more 
secure way to communicate than 
the phone system." 

PGP, anonymous websurfing and 
computer security are like a lot of 
things: Once you get the hang of it, 
it's relatively easy. The hard part is 
forcing yourself to sit in front of a 
goddamn computer and take the 
time to learn. But if you're going to 
use computer technology, why not 
fully utilize its possibilities to bet- 
ter serve your cause? 
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Dear Shit For Brains, 300 words or less please 

Like spores in the wind, your long sfbs create wood rot 


Dear SFB, 

I've been reading the Journal 
for a few years now, and I was 
wondering, has anyone ever 
done an anthropological study 
on the early members of the 
movement? Their profile seems 
to have been: white, chauvinis- 
tic, beer-drinking good ol' boys 
until they drop; who hunted, 
fished, and drove their pick-ups 
down to the forest edge with 
that ass-kicking country and 
western music blasting from the 
radio. But a curious phenom- 
enon happened when they got 
to that forest edge. Instead of 
reaching for a saw to cut down 
those damn trees, which would 
seem their natural inclination, 
they reached instead for a box 
of nails and a hammer to spike 
'em. What caused this curious 
quirk in their personalities? 
Were even they dumb- 
founded, scratching 
their beards and going, 
"huh?" My guess 
is their aberrant behav- 
ior has an evolutionary 
component to it, like 
those first hominids who 


found themselves walking 
upright, who probably also said, 
"huh?" 

—Robert Berman 

Dear friends at Earth First!, 
Greetings! from Minneapolis (re- 
luctant former home of the 
Minnehaha Free State). First I want 
to give y'all mad props for the 
excellent job publishing the paper. 
I've been reading the Journal for 
quite some time now, and it has 
only gotten better. Secondly, I have 
a request which has been a long 
time coming. I have a friend and 
comrade who is a prisoner of the 
fasciststate, and I've promised him 
that I would write and ask if there 
is any way he can get a subscrip- 
tion to the Journal at a reduced 
rate. Because prison wages aren't 
exactly liveble wages and because 
he can only receive this type of 
written material if he pays 
for it, I was wondering 
if you could send him 
. a subscription with 
the price on it. I am 
willing to supplement 
any other necessary 
costs. I will really ap- 


preciate this, and so will he. 
Thanks a lot in advance. 

■ — Angie 

Ed. Note: If readers don't already 
know, the Journal gives out free pris- 
oner subs. Just let us know, and we'll 
sign 'em up. 

Dear SFB, 

That poem: "How I Infiltrated 
Austin EF!" has really got me in 
a terrible quandary. Reason be- 
ing, I wear underwear — boxers 
in fact! Indeed, some of my 
Katuahn bro's and sis' are known 
to do so as well. As I understand 
it, we are less than true Earth 
Firstiers because of this peculiar 
trait. Sometimes, you just want 
to give up"Can't we all just get 
along?" I propose that boxers, in 
natural colors, are here forth 
judged appropriate attire for 
Earth First!ers who choose to 
wear them. All of my activities 
to help the Earth have included 
my boxers (except for "Depends" 
on a blockade...). Let's ease up 
on PC underclothes. My favorite 
forest green noxies say "Keep It 
Wild." Hey, hows about some- 
one printing that up — with a fist 


up front? I'll take three! 

For the Earth, 

— Ed Stein, KEF! 

Dear eds, . 

It appears to me that the only 
welfare systems that are operat- 
ing in this country are cowboy, 
corporate and farm. These are the 
same people that will not support 
anyone else's need for monetary 
support. Cowboy, corporate and 
farmers are always the first people 
to complain about government 
intrusions and are also the first to 
cry like babies for welfare pay- 
ments from that same govern- 
ment. I call for the end to public 
lands ranching and an Open 
hunting season on all privately- 
owned animals which are pol- 
luting and poisoning our public 
wildlands. I call for the end of 
corporate tax breaks and an end 
to cash payments to farmers who 
practice out dated and unsus- 
tainable farming practices. 

— Bad Brad 

Dear SFB, 

Nice try in cutting the Franken 
trees. You should have done your 
research on hybrid poplars before 



cutting. One of the reasons hy- 
brid poplars are grown is because 
they sprout from cut stumps, and 
cuttings can be planted to form a 
new tree. From the photo, it looks 
like they will just sprout back or 
Frankenstein will just take the 
cuttings to repropagate the hy- 
brids. Next time drag a chain be- 
tween two bulldozers to uproot 
them and steal some cuttings to 
plant next to an unwanted sprin- 
kler system, septic tank or a drain. 
Hybrid poplars do an excellent 
job clogging these conduits. 

— Big Toothed Aspen 

continued on page 24 
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Biodevastation 2000 Greets Gene Doctors in Boston 


by Andrea del Moral 

There couldn't have been more police and FBI if 
it were a terrorist bomb-making convention. The 
conference was timed to bring over a thousand 
anti-biotech activists to Boston on March 24-26, 
the days just before the Biotechnology Industry 
Organizations' (BIO) largest conven- 
tion ever. Our convergence was two pg Milliag» 
and a half days j ammed full of inspi- gag ; 
rational panels and workshops which i * : 

were partly training sessions for the 
arguments in the street, the signs 
and puppets being made, and the PgjfflJRfc;, 
plethora of media interviews people Of 
found themselves in throughout the ) 
week. But it was clear that the energy PJ v 
was more than ammunition for ac- ' ' . - 

tivisin. For those of us familiar with ■ . . 
convergences and gatherings, the ex- j, ,4 . ' 
cited air buzzing between people was 
a wonderful emergence into a social, i 
festive sphere. For others, it was a “ 
delightful shock to see people laugh- ^ , 

ing and making friends in the mo- 
ments in between. Several times 
throughout the week people com- 
mented that not only can we beat their arguments, 
we're having way more fun than they are! 

Famous names such as Barry Commoner, Vandana 
Shiva and Ralph Nader drew part of the crowd, but 
lesser-known speakers and workshop facilitators 
provided the real sparks for the debate. Chaia Heller; 
of the Institute for Social Ecology, brought people to 
their feet during the panel, "Corporate Agendas and 
Globalization." She spoke of biotechnology as be- 
ing a move from material to informational capital- 
ism. "She linked the biotech industry to the WTO, 
World Bank and IMF in that they create a world in 
which informational capital can rule. She also of- 
fered a proposal of how to combat their trend: 
extending our protest power into direct political 
control over our lives. 

There was a wide array of panels and workshops. 
Some of the presenters includedjane Akre and Steve 
Wilson with their story-telling rendition of their 
current court case with Fox TV over the rbGH and 
Monsanto expose. For a shift from talking heads to 
talking puppets, Shoddy Puppet Company came 
from Philadelphia to present "The History of Mel- 
ons," a contemporary tragic folktale from Chiapas. 
From Devon, England, activist band Seize the Day 
played a short set of clever, theatrical songs. 

Sunday brought the sun and over 3,000 people to 
Copley Square, including nearly every puppet com- 
pany in the northeast and many curious locals. 


Except for the Church of Euthanasia banners read- 
ing "Save the Earth, Kill Yourself" and "Eat a Queer 
Fetus for Jesus," most ofthe people at the rally were 
in high spirits and on topic. Many were costumed, 
and one group of bunnies carried a banner reading 
"Violent Fringe Element Against Biotech," taking 
advantage of negative press since the WTO protests. 




eflfSiW 


Taking over the streets of Boston 

The rally paraded down Boylston 
Street to the Hynes Convention Cen- 
ter, where 10,000 BIO members were 
beginning their conference. Under- 
cover cops, uniformed cops, barri- N 
cades, snipers and helicopters were 
in full force to maintain control over / A 

the allegedly violent crowd, but the ^ 1 

afternoon's event proved them fool- ■ 

ishly wrong. People chanted, "Mu- 
tant food equals mutant people!" 
and then "It's more than food, it's 
poweriGetoffyourcorporatetower!" Fugll 
What Biodevastation 2000's at- ■ 
tendees lacked in violence, they 
made up for in volatile creativity. : \ 

Each day of the conference, Sunday 
through Thursday, a handful of ac- 
tivists infiltrated and deflated the uneasy, self- 
righteous mood of industry. Sunday evening there 
was a GE food dump at the site of the Boston Tea 
Party. Monday morning, stink bombs went off 
inside the GE tree session, and four people dumped 
70 pounds of GE soybeans outside. At every social 
event, there was a rowdy presence at the entrance 
that made BIO people feel more like fugitives than 
superheroes. At the closing party, a few activists 
borrowed the microphone from the band and told 
the crowd that they were ruining cultures and 


ecosystems all over the world. 

Earlier that day, a group of guerrilla gardeners 
planted herbs and puppet plants in the Boston Com- 
mons. After refusing a formal public debate, BIO was 
greeted by a makeshift debate on the sidewalk, to 
which several BIO attendees stepped up. And during 
the final luncheon, 30 silent labcoats marched a 
funeral procession with a coffin for biodiversity to 
the doors of BIO. At the same moment, the last 
infiltrators were getting arrested inside for jumping 
on their chairs and taking the microphone, one 
yelling: "Disease and starvation can't be cured by 
corporations! Bullshit, get off it, the enemy is profit! " 
Industry's confidence was visibly shaken. 

Throughout the week, people continuously linked 
biotech to more than food safety and consumer 
rights. Corporate domination and global economic 
issues made it into 

will never rest, until 
all oppression is ended. I will never rest, until all 
oppression is dead." 

BIO meets in Berlin in September and in San 
Diego in 2001. 

For more first-hand coverage, visit 
www.boston.indymedia.org. 

For more information on the fight to stop genetic 
engineering, contact Northeast RAGE, POB 437, 
Winter Harbor, ME 04693; nerage@sover.net or the 
Bioengineering Action Network (BAN), POB 11331, 
Eugene, OR 97440; ban@tao.ca; www.tao.ca/~ban. 


Wolves and Poodles 


A something evil this way comes wolf to the Antichrist as described by 
Cardinal Biffi, Archbishop of Bologna. The Cardinal said, "The Antichrist 
espoused vegetarianism, pacifism, environmentalism and animal rights." He 
then further stated, "The Antichrist was already on Earth in the guise of a 
prominent philanthropist whose concern for human rights and the environ- 
ment and advocacy of ecumenism masks his real aim — the destruction of 
Christianity and the death of God." 

A nature may bat last but certainly hits hardest wolf to the thirsty 
monkeys in drought-affected eastern Kenya who stoned to death a herder 
watering his livestock. A group of herdsmen had stopped to water their cattle 
at a pool in the northeastern Wajir when a number of wild monkeys attacked 
them with stones. The exact type of monkey is not known, although baboons 
have been known to throw objects at rivals. 

An I can finally see the light wolf to Bill Joy, chief scientist for Sun 
Microsystems, who came out against accelerating technological change in an 
A essay published in Wired. He suggested that new technologies could cause 
|\ "something like extinction" of humankind in the next few genera- 

JlL tions. He worries these technologies can open a door to self- 
replicating, mutating, mechanical or biological plagues. 

A Mother Nature knows her true enemies wolf to the 
IimSk tornado that took out the FBI office in Fort Worth, Texas, 
in late March. The office was hit hard enough to blow out 
M t ^ ie win d° ws » scattering files throughout the downtown 
* fit streets. Agents were forced to do a grid search of the area to 

recover their top secret paperwork. 


A Round Up™ guzzling, GE loving poodle to Lumen Foods a major health 
food manufacturer and the nation's largest maker of vegetarian "jerquee." 
Lumen is promoting th(T ase of genetically-modified ingredients in its products. 
It has even gone so far as to set up a section on its website, called Biotech 
Education Series, that contains government-sponsored studies, reprinted ar- 
ticles and letters from scientists from around the world. 

A well done poodle with a side of mashed potatoes to The 
Stranger, an alternative newspaper out of Seattle, Washington, for 
publishing a "Three Cheers for Meat Issue." Included was how to A!-*, < 1 
catch, kill and cook the following animals: dogs, cats, rfla foy 

lobsters, rabbits, chickens, goats, pigs and jMJt 

cows. Advice was even given on how 

to kill a dog. "...you can wring its k } SjKsgy 

neck, shoot it through the head, j 4 /.*:** 

or run over it with a van." jj&S 

A quick, someone call whine- ^7, ( 
one-one, get a w/xaambulance V - . .,7 v ‘j/^\ \\ili • 

poodle to the Seattle cops who .** 

complained about their inju- Q 5 

ries after the WTO protest. It \ 

seems many of the crowd- \ ) 

control devices they used ■ j J 

on the demonstrators ! J * 

harmed them as well. One t. , ; 

officer claimed a gas mask WtuM) - ■pffSs, 

that fit too tightly broke lyZTwm. V A 

his teeth. At least they get vyW V 
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Northcoast EF! Unleashes a Week of Action 


There were many flaws with the much 
touted $480-million Headwater's Deal. 
One of the most bogus examples is the 
"Hole in Headwaters," also known as 
Timber Harvest Plan 520. Located within 
the recently designated Headwaters Pre- 
serve, the hole is an unprotected 705 
acre stand along the South Fork Elk 
River. The area was recently approved 
for logging by California Department of 
Forestry (CDF) Director Andrea Tuttle 
without critical public participation. As 
part of Redwood Action Week, 
Northcoast EF! tookit into its ownhands 
to see this area and other threatened 
stands remain wild. 

At 7:30 a.m. on April 2, Tuttle was 
visited by 60 Earth First! activists at her 
Areata home demanding that the direc- 
tor stop pandering to the timber indus- 
try and take strong measures 
to protect endangered coastal j 

salmon and water quality on j 
the South Fork Elk Fdver. Four HBBe 
activists climbed the fir tree in 
her yard hanging banners that fl 
read "Corporate Timber Lac- 
key" and "Andrea Tuttle is an L* J t \ 
eco-terrorist." Others rallied HHft 
in her drivewaywith signs say- HH 
ing "Your actions are killing 
our rivers and salmon, " "Clear- 
cutting kills coho" and "The «« | 
Earth is not dying, it's being 2yf!|~ 
killed and those killing it have -rr-j-,. p 
names and addresses." T 

Before departing, activists *■*** 
deposited some mud from the 
North Fork Elk River, an area where 
downstream residents have lost their 
drinking water and salmon runs due to 
extreme clearcutting by Maxxam/Pa- 
cific Lumber. Andrea Tuttle and CDF 
are soon expected to lift a temporary 
moratorium on logging in that water- 
shed, worsening flooding and the 
resident's water quality. 

Tuttle and her boss Governor Gray 
Davis have stonewalled any meaning- 
ful reform of forestry laws to protect 
California's dwindling salmon runs and 
water quality. CDF has also rubber- 


stamped timber harvest plans (THP) up 
and down the North Coast blatantly 
ignoring the Endangered Species Act. 
Governor Davis has received as much as 
$300,000 from corporate timber inter- 
ests since taking office a little over a year 
ago. Those campaign contributions have 
greased the wheels for companies like 
Maxxam, Simpson, Hawthorne Group, 
Mendocino Redwood Company and 
Sierra Pacific. 

Along with the Hole in Headwaters, 
many other areas within Maxxam's 
"holdings" remain threatened. Cur- 
rently the corporation has 15 timber 
harvest plans filed that would log a 
combined 1,040 acres of residual and 
intact old-growth forest. 

Early in the morning on April 3, activ- 
ists blockaded three gates leading to 


lar to the one that destroyed seven 
homes in the Stafford area, devastated 
the recovering salmon run in Jordan 
Creek on January 1, 1997. 

"The whole watershed is trashed," 
said Soma, a forest activist, "Maxxam is 
ripping apart the last vestiges of ancient 


multiple THPs in the Jordan Creek wa- 
tershed to stop logging residual old- 
growth redwood. At the main gate one 
brave activist hung suspended 50 feet in 
the air by a rope swing that ran across 
the road between two redwoods and 
was anchored to the access gate. Eleven 
others blocked the other two gates with 
lockboxes and were joined by 75 sup- 
porters. Three supporters were arrested. 

Three separate THPs in Jordan Creek 
will eventually clearcut a combined 260 
acres of residual old growth. A huge 
landslide from a Maxxam clearcut, simi- 


H forest left in Jordan 
Creek." These block- 
ades are in solidarity 

je’JBjT, in one of the Jordan 

Creek THPs who is oc- 
cupying an ancient 

The week of action 
continued on April 3 as 
9RHI9M eight people began 
camping on the roof of 
„ , , Hawthorne Timber 

Company. Led by a lo- 
cal band, 50 demonstrators marched to 
and took over the office of the new- 
comer to town, now owners of the 
former Georgia Pacific forestlands. Many 
demanded that Hawthorne withdraw 
THP 412, the Skunk Train Old Growth 
cut, and stop liquidation logging or 
leave Northern California immediately. 

Tying themselves together with yarn, 
activists took over the Hawthorne office 
and raised a banner on their roof which 
said, "Stop liquidation logging." After 
yarning the building with a symbolic 
web of life, protesters blocked the front 


doors and climbed onto the roof. They 
refused to leave, forming an encamp- 
ment on the roof. They came down of 
their own accord. 

Early in the morning of April 5, 12 
Earth First! activists, supported by 50 
others, locked themselves to four trucks 
belonging to Colom- 

— — ■ to replace local jobs. 
Hooray for the riffraff Upping ^ resis _ 

tance on April 6, 17 EF!ers shut down 
business at Northwest Forestry and 
Marine in northern Areata to protest 
the company's use and distribution 
of herbicides on Humboldt County's 
forestlands. Using lockboxes and u- 
locks and wearing stickers that said, 
"This product causes cancer and birth 
defects," they blocked the company's 
poison storage area. A few activists 
were able to negotiate a meeting to- 
ward a resolution with the head of 
the company. 

"It's illegal to dump a gallon of diesel 
into a city sewer system, yet Maxxam 
and Simpson are allowed to spray 40 
gallons per acre of these poisonous, 
diesel-ladden chemicals into our water- 
sheds," said activist Jack Nounnan. Last 
year, PL sprayed 6,867 acres of clearcut 
Humboldt County forestland with her- 
bicides including Oust, Roundup, 
Garlon and Atrazine. 

For more information contact 
Northcoast EF!, POB 28, Areata, CA 
95518; (707) 825-6598; 

ncef@humboldtl.com; 
www.humboldtl.com/~ncef. 


by Dave Gold 

This article is reprinted from the Beltane 1983 
edition of the EF! Journal. 

While Albuquerque Earth Firstlers Neil Cobb 
and Bobby Seeley risked life and limb in their 
defense of the Salt Creek Wilderness, other mem- 
bers of Albuquerque EF! took on Earth Last! 

The idea was to have a dual action: the blockade 
and arrest in the Salt Creek Wilderness, and a 
demonstration outside the Federal Building in 
Albuquerque. It started out as a typical demon- 
stration. Dave Seeley gave a rousing speech which 
inspired all the EF! demonstrators. Karen Brown 
whipped the crowd into a frenzy chanting "Drill 
Watt, not Wilderness! " and other slogans. Lenora 
Olsen brought a large sheet which had a highway 
sign depiction of James Watt with his horns and 
bared fangs. 

During the climax of this orgy of sentiment, 
from out of nowhere a pickup truck emerged with 
a 10-foot, black model of an oil rig on the back. 
On the front of the rig was a poster identifying 
the owners: "Earth Last!" The symbol of Earth 
Last! is a picture of the Earth with the same 
roadside symbolism as the above mentioned J ames 
Watt poster. Earth Last! is to corporate plans of 
destruction whatEarth First! is to love of the land. 

Riding in the back of the pickup were two 
screaming members of the diabolical organiza- 
tion. One was the horribly misguided redneck 
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Earth First! Smashes Earth Last! 

Steve Blake and the other a mad eco-corporatist 
David Gold. They were so deep into the insanity of 
their cause that they raved and ranted simulta- 
neously. Their message of destruction was so ter- 
rible it can only be quoted directly: 

"In Earth Last! our motto is: Progress First! People 
Second! Earth Last! We need energy and don't need 
people and we sure as hell don't need the Earth!" 
said Gold. 

"All mountains are useless. They serve no func- 
tion at all and should be removed. Their disorderly 
shapes cause confusion. Mr. Watt is just beginning 
a wonderful and orderly process. We will all be 
happier in a flat world." 

"We love our Cadillacs. We each drive one, even 
when we're all going to the same place. And we want 
to have television sets in every room, and we want 
them on whether we're watching them or not." 

Meanwhile, Blake, the redneck, hollered. "If you 
all don't get outta here I'm gonna personally kick 
your fannies so hard they'll fly all the way back to 
Russia where you come from. You should be going 
down to Roswell and asking good Mr. Yates for a job. 
You should be thanking James Watt and our Presi- 


dent, who are trying to save our right to dig up 
the land. It ain't there to look at. He gave us it so 
your old ladies could make your toast in your 
lousy toasters, and you bet they don't have toast 
in Russia." 

The Earth First! members could hardly believe 
their ears. When they were informed by Earth 
Last! that it was now time to get down on their 
knees and pray to the oil rig, the symbol of 
progress, they could stand no more. 

Luckily one Earth Firstier, "Grizz" Logsdon, 
always carries his 20-pound, two-foot pipe 
wrench in his back pocket just in case he finds 
any bulldozers in the wilderness that need 
"fixin." Grizz stands at least seven feet tall and 
is solid muscle except where he stores his beer. 
This mountain of a man laid into that symbol 
of progress while the other Earth Firstlers 
cheered him on. Grizz made quick work of that 
rig. In less than 30 seconds it was scrap. Need- 
less to say, the downtown office workers were 
impressed. 

The Earth Lasflers took off like the chickenshits 
they really are. Standing amidst their pile of 
rubble they cried out, "No Earth! Go back to 
Russia, you commie faggots. Get a haircut." 

After Earth Last! had been chased away, Karen 
once again rallied the crowd. Dave Seeley 
smashed a head of James Watt. Finally, every- 
one went off to Jack's Lounge to celebrate an- 
other Earth First! victory. 
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by Keta Rose 

The recent death of a PCB- 
poisoned orca whale in the 
waters of British Columbia has 
again raised public alarm 
about the perils facing the 
world's oceans and aquatic 
life. Habitat destruction, pol- 
lution, poor practices in the 
commercial fishing’ industry 
and a dwindling food chain 
are all part of the continuing decline in marine 
life across the planet. Although it is time that 
serious attention should be turned to working on 
solutions to these problems, governments and 
industries have decided that it is time to release 
one more threat into the marine environment in 
the form of genetically-engineered fish. 

One of the international forerunners in fisheries 
science and in the development of market-ready 
genetically-engineered fish is the Canadian govern- 
ment. The Canadian Department of Fisheries and 
Oceans (DFO) is a major player in assist- 
ing industry with the development of 
"enhanced" fish for the aquaculture 
industry around the world. Government 
scientists maintain that the research 
taking place at their West Vancouver 
laboratory is mainly in the interest of 
advancing scientific knowledge. How- 
ever, this is coming from the same de- 
partment that willfully promotes both 
commercial fishing and aquaculture in- 
dustries in a region where wild fish 
stocks are at crisis levels. 

The "enhanced" year-old coho 
salmon being experimented on at the 
laboratory look like wild fish in al- 
most every respect. Their coloration 
is the same and markings are identi- 
cal but their histories and develop- 
ment are radically different. Beside 
an average wild coho of the same age, 
the differences become startlingly ap- 
parent. The genetically-mutated fish are about 
three times longer and about 30 times heavier 
than any young coho could ever be. These fish are 
just some of the thousands of genetically-modi- 
fied fish at the lab being tested — all paid for by 
Canadian tax dollars. 

The genes, which regulate their growth, come 
from other salmon species. They are injected into a 
batch of coho eggs, and as the new fish grow, their 
genes incorporate and introduce the new DNA. At 
maturity, both types of salmon (wild and genetically 
engineered) will be about the same size, but the rate 
at which they get there is the variable that excites an 
industry rushing to get food onto the dinner table. 
Wild coho take four years to reach their mature size, 
transgenic fish take only two. 

Although this issue has just come to the fore- 
front, these experiments started as early as 1989, 
when companies worldwide started to look at 
commercial applications for genetically-modified 
fish. The DFO claims that it was only in the early 
days that it looked at commercial/government 
research partnerships. As late as 1996, it explored 
the possibility of a partnership with Monsanto. It 
is unclear to this day what commercial/govern- 
ment alliances do exist since the government is 
not officially receiving any research assistance 
from private interests in this area. However, this 
does not mean that information sharing and as- 
sistance do not exist between private and public 
parties. This should not be a surprise to anyone 
familiar with government kowtowing to the aquac- 
ulture industry — one that has caused untold eco- 
logical damage on both the East and West coasts 
of North America. Accidental releases of non- 
native species, the application of drugs to farmed 
fish which make their way into native popula- 
tions and the dumping of "blood water" into 


rivers and open waters are all "mistakes" that the 
industry has owned up to at various times. How- 
ever, while the industry may apologize, its efforts 
to make fundamental changes to prevent such 
occurrences are slow if at all. 

GE fish are just one more extension of an indus- 
try which puts profit before ecological and human 
health. As fisheries researchers will admit with 
some prodding, they are not only conducting 
"pure science" but also working to establish regu- 
lations for "inevitable commercial applications." 

So far it is known that GE fish, when put into 
populations of wild fish, tend to eat more food 
(owing to their larger size), yet don't have the 
same swimming abilities as natural fish. This means 
that they have a tendency to stay and monopolize 
the food supply. Their larger size means that in a 
clash with wild salmon, they are the winners. 

It is also recognized that GE fish will breed with 
non-GE fish in a laboratory. Not only will they 
interbreed, but the larger sized GE fish appear to 
be more attractive to wild fish. Fisheries scientists 
Bill Muir and Rick Howard at Purdue University 


have created laboratory models that show that if, 
as in our experiments, the genetic change also 
reduces the offspring's ability to survive, a 
transgenic animal could bring a wild population 
to extinction in 40 generations. 

Genetically-engineered fish hatch sooner than 
normal fish. If these fish were to breed and hatch in 
the wild, the natural cycle of salmon, which is 
timed to other cycles in nature like the hatching of 
insects, temperature variations and ocean currents, 
would not be followed. If these fish were to survive 
despite those problems, there would be a severe 
disruption to the cycles of wild salmon (that is, if 
transgenic fish even have migratory instincts). 

Early versions of the transgenic fish tested in 
both Canada and New Zealand have had mis- 
shapen heads, lumpy and distorted gills and excess 
cartilage growth throughout their bodies. In New 
Zealand, these genetically-deformed fish 
caused such a controversy that in March, 
the company conducting the research de- 
stroyed all of the GE Chinook salmon it 
was experimenting with and discontin- 
ued the program (though they did freeze 
the genetically-modified sperm from the 
fish for possible future projects). 

Researchers and activists alike have raised 
the alarm about genetic engineering and in 
particular, it being applied to the aquacul- 
ture industry. Why then, are government 
agencies such as the Department of Fisher- 
ies and Oceans even continuing research of 
this nature — research that has the very real 
potential of devastating the marine world 
and its inhabitants? 

The United Nations has predicted that 
due to the inability of the world's oceans 
to continue to sustain life (caused by 


Grizzly bear meets salmon in the Great Bear Rainforest. 


destructive human intervention), aquaculture pro- 
duction will have to increase sevenfold in the 
next 25 to 30 years just to maintain current per 
capita consumption. Aquaculture companies such 
as the Canadian/American company AF Protein 
are clamoring for a piece of that market with its 
own transgenic offerings hoping it will be ready 
for market within the next year. 

Although AF Protein promotes the "ideal" in- 
dustry, one in which these genetic mutations are 
grown in landlocked farms (thus, unable to escape 
into the wild), the reality on both coasts is that fish 
farmers have put up massive resistance to anything 
other than open netcage farming. Netcages, where 
farmed fish reside in the ocean, only kept from 
wild populations by use of a net, is the most 
extensive aquaculture practice in North America. 
Netcage farming has proven itself to be an ecologi- 
cal nightmare and is responsible for the introduc- 
tion of Atlantic salmon to the West Coast (which 
appear to be actually breeding in the Pacific waters 
now for the first time). 

Even if the fish were to be raised in landlocked 
farms (a highly unlikely scenario given 
the whole history of aquaculture on this 
continent), companies promoting these 
dodgy technologies have not even be- 
gun to address concerns about human 
health and food safety. AF Protein has 
done no long-term testing of its employ- 
ees or others who routinely eat transgenic 
fish. (The company can't sell the fish, so 
the workers eat them.) Instead of ad- 
dressing the very real concerns about 
transgenic food health and safety, it 
instead focuses on how the taste of the 
fish is identical to other farmed fish — 
something that is highly irrelevant to 
health concerns. 

According to government scientists, 
it will be some time before all of the tests 
are completed in the quest to determine 
whether genetically-engineered fish will 
ever be safe to release into any ecosys- 
tem. However, in early March, Aqua 
Bounty Farms, the American wing of AF Protein 
announced that its genetically-modified salmon 
eggs would be on the market to fish farms world- 
wide by late fall 2000 or early spring 2001. 

Activists must now turn their attention to this 
impending ecological disaster. Genetically-engi- 
neered fish pose an incredibly grave threat to 
marine ecosystems and all creatures within it. 
Unlike poor fishing practices which can be altered 
or modified, these "Frankenfish" will forever alter 
the wild if they escape. Industry and government 
alike must be targeted to put a stop to this research 
and development that is threatening animal, en- 
vironmental and human health the world over. ^ 

For more information on GE fish and biotech^ 
nology contact the Bioengineering Action Net- 
work (BAN), POB 11331, Eugene, OR 97440; 
ban@tao.ca; www.tao.ca/-ban. 
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Atlantic Salmon Get All Mixed-up 


by Whirlwind 

Once upon a time, the good folks 
who lived in the easternmost corner of 
the United States, Downeast Maine, 
would head to the best fishing pool 
after supper to watch Atlantic salmon. 
There were a couple thousand of the 
fish in each of the rivers that rend 
Maine's rocky coastline — the Dennys, 
Machias, East Machias, Narraguagus, 
Sheepscot, Pleasant and Ducktrap. At- 
lantic salmon, Salmo salar, are substan- 
tially different from their more famous 
relatives on the West Coast. They act 
more like steelhead, returning to spawn 
in their natal streams several times if 
uninterrupted by humans or nonhu- 
man predators. They are a completely 
different genus, not just a different spe- 
cies. The salmon that still struggle to 
spawn in eastern North America are 
also significantly different genetically 
from Salmo salar in the British Isles, 
although they're the same species. 

But like salmon everywhere, the wild 
Atlantic salmon remaining in Maine — 
the last of their genus in the United 
States — are on the verge of disappearing. 

It's terrifically tempting to blame in- 
dustrial forestry for decimating the 
salmon, especially in a state still known 
as the Paper Plantation for its economic 
and political manipulation by Big Paper. 
But most of the biological evidence shows 
the most serious threats come from farm- 
ing — of blueberries, cranberries and fish. 
Aquaculture is a huge problem; intro- 
ducing rogue genes and competition 
when the Frankenfish escape, as some 
invariably do. Agriculture sucks water 
from salmon streams during critical low 
flows and dumps pesticides all over the 
place (if a little is good, more is better, 
right?) With no shading along the 
banks — buffers are required on forest 
land but not agricultural land — salmon 
streams heat up to intolerable levels. 
Sedimentation from agricultural and 
forest lands are also a major threat. 

Atlantic salmon have been gone for 
more than a century from the major 


rivers of the Eastern US, although they 
once churned in the Hudson, 
Merrimack and others. The last few 
holdouts still return to the rivers of 
Downeast Maine, but in 1999 only less 
150 made it. Y ep, that's less than 1 50- 
total. In the United States. 

The writing's been on the wall for a 
long time. The US Fish and Wildlife 
Service (USFWS) in 1991 determined 
that the fish in five of the Downeast 
rivers faced imminent extinction. A citi- 
zen petition to list Atlantic salmon un- 
der the Endangered Species Act (ESA) 
forced the issue; and in 1995 USFWS 
and the National Marine Fisheries Ser- 
vice (NMFS) proposed listing Salmo salar 
as endangered. This, of course, freaked 
out industry leaders and government 
puppets, who said a listing would dev- 
astate the tenuous Downeast economy. 
Maine Governor Angus King, a Cham- 
ber of Commerce Party Independent, 
followed the lead of his counterparts in 
Oregon and offered the feds a palliative 
state action plan to avoid a listing. King 
made the argument that won gover- 
nors in Alaska, Texas and Oregon tem- 
porary victories before him: "Our people 
will have a better attitude — and do more 
good for the critters in question — if 
they're working on their own plan in- 
stead of facing restrictions imposed by 
the feds." No court has upheld such 
state plans, but King, like the governors 
of the other states, swore that his plan 
would be different. 

The feds, like the dull fish they are, bit 
the poisoned bait in December 1997, 
dropping the listing proposal and ac- 
cepting the state plan as a way to re- 
cover the fish. Note: They didn't just 
suspend the listing proposal, as they did 
with coho salmon in Oregon earlier 
that year. They had some political in- 
centive. Documents show that Interior 
Secretary Bruce Babbitt made a deal 
with William Cohen, then a Republi- 
can Senator from Maine, to squelch the 
listing in exchange for Cohen's support 
in that year's bitter ESA reauthorization 
battle. Maine's other US Senator, Olym- 


pia Snowe, and Gov. King also prom- 
ised lawsuits and attacks on the ESA 
if the feds listed Atlantic salmon. By 
dropping the proposed listing the 
feds all but guaranteed a whole new 
two-year process if the state plan 
didn't get the job done. 

Within the first year, the heads of the 
state environmental agencies gutted 
even the paltry recommendations of 
good-old-boy biologists who set bare 
minimum stream flows in the Downeast 
rivers. The scientists said that if the 
rivers got really, low, the big blueberry 
and cranberry growers in the region 
shouldn't take the last drops of water 
away from the salmon. But in the 
warmth of the summer of 1998, those 
scientists were overruled by the group of 
state agency commissioners, and grow- 
ers like Cherryfield Foods got to deplete 
the rivers further. It's not even clear that 
Cherryfield stopped pumping immedi- 
ately when the rivers reached the lower 
level set by the commissioners. 

At the beginning of 1999, a handful 
of individuals and environmental 
groups including the Coastal Waters 
Project, Trout Unlimited and Defend- 
ers of Wildlife sued over the listing. 
They followed the old, successful argu- 
ments that have always forced listings 
after the feds accept inadequate state 
plans: The plans are based on volun- 
tary and future measures and don't do 
enough to protect the fish. 

In an attempt to let the state save face, 
Babbitt announced in October that the 
agencies had found "new evidence" that 
forced them to propose an emergency 
listing. This news came one week before 
he had to respond to the lawsuit. 

By December 1999, only one female 
salmon spawned in the Sheepscot River. 
The only wild salmon making it back to 
the Dennys River were killed by poach- 
ers. The entire hatchery broodstock for 
the Pleasant River was destroyed after 
biologists found them infested with a 
vims. More than two years after the state 
plan went into effect, obsolete dams on 
the Sheepscot that have harmed salmon 



for decades remain in place and un- 
changed. The local watershed councils 
remain mired in political turf battles and 
lack funding to make any substantive 
changes for the salmon's benefit. 

Nevertheless, at listing hearings in 
late January and early February, King 
and his ilk trotted out the old standby 
arguments that no one should buy 
anymore: The state plan must be 
given more time to work. What do 
biologists know? Those fish aren't 
really wild. It's the ocean's fault and 
that's beyond our control. 

In March the process stalled again 
after a court forced the agencies to re- 
lease genetic reports to the state under 
the Freedom of Information Act and 
gave the state extra time to review the 
documents before finalizing its com- 
ments on the petition. NMSFS and USFS 
have until November 1 7 to make a final 
decision about the fate of the last wild 
Atlantic salmon, although they may is- 
sue a response sooner. It is not clear if the 
lawsuit to force emergency listing will 
hasten the decision. 

The story of Atlantic salmon is as 
old as the hills of Maine, a story of 
obstruction and stalling and whit- 
tling away until there were none. By 
the rights of justice and the words of 
the law, the last wild US Salmo salar 
will be listed under the ESA before 
the year is out. What remains to be 
seen is whether there will be any fish 
left to benefit from that protection. 



by Mark J. Palmer 

In a stunning 
and surprising 
move, Mexico's 
President Ernesto 
Zedillo announced 
on March 2 that he 
cancelled the pro- 
posed saltworks 
planned for the 
shores of San 
Ignacio Lagoon, part of El Vizcaino Reserve, the 
largest wildlife refuge in Latin America. This wil- 
derness treasure has also been designated a Whale 
Sanctuary and an International Biosphere Reserve 
by the United Nations. 

"A combination of effective, sustained action by 
Mexican and US environmental organizations, and 
the letters and cards from hundreds of thousands of 
concerned citizens around the world, were respon- 
sible for finally halting the proposed saltworks," 
said David Phillips, Director of Earth Island Institute's 
International Marine Mammal Project. 

Two giant corporations, Mexico's federally owned 
Exportadora de Sal, S.A. (ESSA) and Japan's Mitsubishi 
Corporation, had proposed to build an industrial 
salt extraction plant on the shores of Baj a California's 
San Ignacio Lagoon — the last undeveloped gray 
whale birthing lagoon in the world. 



The proposed salt plant and its attendant piers, 
giant conveyer belts, evaporation ponds, roads and 
buildings would have covered 116 square miles. 
Conveyer belts, carrier vessels, pipelines, heavy 
trucks, bulldozers and pumps sucking water from 
San Ignacio Lagoon would have generated enor- 
mous quantities of toxic brine and other pollut- 
ants, as well as industrial levels of diesel fumes, fuel 
spills and raucous noise. The development would 
also have attracted thousands of additional people, 
miles of new roads and further industrial develop- 
ment to the lagoon area. 

Gray whales migrate from the high Arctic wa- 
ters of the Bering and Chukchi Seas to the warm 
lagoons of Baja to give birth, a migration that 
stretches nearly 8,000 miles. They face many 
hazards, as human development and pollution of 
the offshore waters and surrounding lands is 
intensified. An estimated 26,000 gray whales re- 
main in the wild today. 

ESSA and Mitsubishi already operate one of the 
largest saltworks in the world on the shores of 
Mexico's Ojo de Liebre Lagoon (also known as 
Scammon's Lagoon) and Guerrero Negro Lagoon. 
Opposed by whale scientists and environmentalists 
when it was built in the 1960s, the saltworks has 
been implicated recently in several serious pollution 
incidents, including spillage of toxic brine which 
has poisoned more than 100 endangered sea turtles 
and hundreds of thousands of fish. The other major 


gray whale birthing lagoon is Magdalena Bay, which 
hosts several industrial plants on its shores. The 
Mitsubishi Corporation has proposed building tour- 
ist hotels on the shores of the bay, as well. Only San 
Ignacio Lagoon is in relatively unspoiled condition. 

The saltworks aren't the only obstacle for the gray 
whale's survival. The Russians annually kill up to 
167 gray whales in the Arctic waters of Siberia, 
ostensibly to feed the local native villages but also to 
maintain large fox fur farms. Recently, the Makah 
Tribe of Washington has recommenced hunting for 
gray whales, killing a small female gray whale in 
May 1999 for the first time in 70 years. The govern- 
ment of Japan is pushing to allow trade in gray 
whale meat (now banned by international law), and 
environmentalists fear that Japan's hunger for whale 
meat will generate pressure for Russians, Makahs 
and others to expand commercial whaling. 

Throughout the marine habitat of the gray whale, 
offshore oil drilling is a growing threat. In addition 
to the threat of a catastrophic oil spill, offshore oil 
drilling operations involve the use of toxic lubri- 
cating muds and other chemicals that end up in 
the water, as well as producing loud undersea 
noise. The high Arctic is experiencing the most 
intense effects from global warming trends, and 
scientists believe that increased warming of Arctic 
waters may be interfering with the biological pro- 
ductivity of the waters during the short summer, 
causing gray whales to starve. 

For more information contact the Earth Island 
Institute, 300 Broadway, San Francisco, CA 94133; 
earthisland@eii.org; wwwearthisland.org. 
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LaFraraboise occupation 
continues in South Dakota 

Native American protesters at 
Lai ramboise Island in South Dakota 
S3y they will maintain their camp de- 
spite a failed attempt to stop the trans- 
fer of Missouri River land to the state 
and two tribes. 

Those who started the camp in March 
of last year said century-old treaty rights 
barred the impending transfer of river 
shoreline. They kept a spiritual fire burn- 
ing throughout the year as a symbol of 
their protest tsee EF!f November-De- 
cember 1999). 

Congress passed a law that allowed 
the swap in 1998. In February, South 
Dakota legislators authorized the Game, 
Fish and Parks Department to manage 
the state's share of the newly-acquired 
riverside recreation areas. 

When the federal government built 
dams on the river duringthe 1 940s. '50s 
and '60s, the Army Corps of Engineers 
took private, state and tribal land along 
the river, some of which was not used. 

US Senator Tom Daschle and 
Govemer Bill Janklow started in 1995 
on a deal that would turn the unused 
land back to the state and the four 
riverside tribes. Two tribes chose to be 
part of the deal. Two stayed out. 

After Congress passed the law, a group 
of Indian protesters wanting a recon- 
sideration of that action, set up the 
LaFramboise Camp. They argued that 
the 1 868 treaty remained in effect and 
the state had no right to any of the la nd. 

Daschle and Janklow staff members 
who worked on the land deal said acts 
of Congress arid decisions in federal 
courts in the past century have negated 
the effects of the old treaty. Congress re- 
affirmed its decision on the land trans- 
fer in the summer of 1999. Full transfer 
of title is expected to take several years. 

Plowshares vs. Depleted 
Uranium sentenced 

On December 19, four activists, call- 
ing themselves the Plowshares vs. De- 
pleted Uranium, disarmed two A- 10 
Warthog (Fairchild Thunderbolt 11 1 air- 
craft. The aircraft were located at the 
Warfield Air National Guard base in 
Middle River, Maryland. 

Baltimore County Circuit Court 
Judge James T. Smith Jr. effectively 
sealed the fate of the Plowshares when, 
on March 13, he granted the 
prosecution's motion for a gag order. 
The defendants would not be permit- 
ted to explain why they disarmed the 
planes, nor to call expert witnesses. So 
as the trial began on March 20 in 
circuit court in Towson, Maryland, the 
only Issues of contention would be a 
bogus assault charge and the severity 
of the sentences handed out. 

The defendants elected to stay locked 
up and did not appear in court. No 
closing statement was presented by 
the defense. After Assistant State's At- 
torney Mickey Norman made his clos- 
ing statement, the case was in the 
hands of the jury . 

After more than four hours, the jury 
could not agree on the assault charge. 
So a mistrial was declared on that 
charge, and the prosecutor chose not 
to retry that case. The four pacifists 
were convicted, however, of malicious 
destruction of property — with prop- 
erty damage of more than $300 and 
conspiracy to maliciously destroy prop- 
erty. Each defendant was expected to 
pay restitution of $88,622.11, and 
should they want to tx- released pend- 
ing appeal, each one would have to 
post $90,(X>0 cash bail. All were given 
prison sentences: Elizabeth Walz: 18 
months, Susan Crane and Rev. Stephen 
Kelly: 27 months and Philip Berrigan: 
30 months. 
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Glen Canyon Dam: Next on the list? 


by Kathryn Wilder 

Lees Ferry. Morning comes too soon, 
albeit slowly. Faint light, pink clouds, 
the Vermillion Cliffs behind us turn- 
ing... vermillion. The jagged Moenkopi 
rim opposite backlit with early sun. 
Hoodoos and crags in prayer hands 
greet the day; cold and sweet memories, 
linger; clouds slide through yellow to 
white, the sky to soft blue. The river 
keeps up her song at the Paria Riffle 
where waters merge, pea-green and clear 
blue scouring rocks at the morning's 
low flow. Trucks rumble by, boats (the 
motoring kind) getting towed to the 
put-in. One Grand Canyon trip will 
launch today — the Millers, we were told. 
It's river time. 

On March 14, sixty-five celebrations, 
rallies and demonstrations took place 
in 21 countries in honor of the "Third 
Annual Day of Action Against Dams 
and For Rivers, Water, and Life" (see 
page 15). At Glen Canyon Dam, one of 
the West's most renowned environmen- 
tal mistakes, more than 250 river sup- 
porters gathered for a "Restoration Cel- 
ebration and Rendezvous." 

The roots of this celebration took hold 
in the last century when a few river- 
loving folks put their heads together 
over mediocre coffee in a quiet Moab, 
Utah, restaurant. Within weeks, Glen 
Canyon Action Network (GCAN), a 
people's movement to preserve and re- 
store the integrity of the Colorado River 
watershed beginning with decommis- 
sioning Glen Canyon Dam, was formed. 

On the first day of the two-day ren- 
dezvous, a teach-in was held at North- 
ern Arizona University (NAU) in Flag- 
staff, Arizona. It included a series of 
presentations on issues pertaining to 
water in the West and the damming 
and freeing of rivers worldwide. Later, 
NAU's Cline Library Assembly Hall held 
an audience of nearly 450 for a memo- 
rable evening performance. 

Folksinger Peg Millet, who 
served a prison term for en- 
vironmental activism, and 
long-time radical singer- 
songwriter Bill Oliver revved 
up the crowd for Katie Lee, 
whose original slides and sto- 
ries of Glen Canyon in the 
1950s and '60s stirred even 
the dispassionate. Lee, who 
turned 80 last October, still 
carries herself, her guitar and 
a tune with the grace and 
gusto of the vivacious Holly- 
wood starlet she once was, 
and she sang the river's story 
right into our hearts. David 
Brower took yet another 
stand to defend rivers and 
the Earth he has fought to protect for 
over 50 years emphasizing that "the 
question is not will we drain [the reser- 
voir], but will we drain it in time?" 

The following morning hundreds of 
people carpooled and bussed to the Carl 
Hayden Visitors Center where GCAN 
staff and volunteers constructed a stage 
supported by the beds of two pickups, 
one the dull blue bashed-in '73 Ford 
once owned by Edward Abbey. Perhaps 
Abbey's truck didn't relish the thought 
of seeing Glen Canyon Dam and "Lake 
Foul" any more than Abbey had, for it 
broke down en route — a busted water 
pump of all things. A bus carrying cel- 
ebrants from Flagstaff blew a tire near 
Page, but everyone arrived safely and 
enthusiastically nonetheless. At noon, 


a 55-foot-long salmon-colored dragon 
danced through the boisterous crowd. 
The ceremonial dragon, symbol of river 
health, came from China. If the dragon 
is happy, the legend goes, the river 
flows; if the dragon is upset, the river 
floods. Although Glen the River Dragon 
appeared happy enough, the river at 
Glen Canyon Dam can neither flow nor 
flood, trapped as it is behind that con- 
crete constriction. 

Environmental and indigenous lead- 
ers spoke from the makeshift stage. Katie 
Lee sang and read from All My Rivers Are 
Gone, her love letter to her river and 
canyon. Behind her hung a life-sized 
poster of Secretary of the Interior Bruce 
Babbitt standing 
over Glen Canyon 
Dam, sledgehammer 
in hand. Keynote 
speaker David 
Brower elaborated 
on his talk of the 
evening before. "lam 
glad we saved Echo 
Park [in Dinosaur 
National Monu- 
ment]," he said, "but 
we never should 
have lost Glen Can- 
yon... Forty years 
later, we are trying 
to correct that mistake." Brower, along- 
side indigenous leaders, led in the sign- 
ing of the "Glen Canyon Declaration," 
which calls for the decommissioning of 
the dam and the restoration of the Colo- 
rado River. Nearly 200 supporters signed 
the document. 

On the opposite side of the reservoir, 
a crowd of 7 00 gathered in a reactionary 
"Celebrate Lake Powell" rally. Salt Lake 
City's Channel 5 evening news showed 
footage of pro-dammers raising the 
American flag and reciting the Pledge of 
Allegiance. The same station described 
the GCAN event as "spirited," running 


mation. Here we, along with the river 
dragon and the activist musicians, sang 
and danced and lent our hearts to the 
spirit of a river struggling for life. 

When the bulk of the crowd left and 
the moon rose above the Moenkopi 
cliffs, a calm settled over the few of us 
remaining. Ken Sleight, who has earned 
his nickname "Seldom Seen," showed 
up and talked of the pre-dammed Colo- 
rado in Glen and Grand canyons and of 
his initial meeting with Ed Abbey right 
there at Lees Ferry. As Sleight rigged for 
a Grand Canyon river trip that fortu- 
itous night, he and then-park ranger 
Abbey talked until the wee hours, dis- 
cussing what to do about the dam while 




Glen the River Dragon, a bit uneasy with his surroundings 


footage of celebrants rocking to the 
rhythm of Bill Oliver's guitar. The Den- 
ver Post said of the rendezvous, "The 
sincerity of the participants bordered 
on the inspirational." What the media 
didn't note was that that inspiration 
comes directly from the heart of the 
river, and the river's pulse reverberated 
through us all that day. 

Evening found us drifting downriver 
via the highway and landing at Lees 
Ferry in Marble Canyon, 15 river miles 
below the dam, where the celebration 
continued beside the flowing waters of 
the Colorado. At this arbitrarily chosen 
dividing point between its upper and 
lower basins, the river runs falsely clear 
and blue and 46 degrees Fahrenheit at 
flows controlled by the Bureau of Recla- 


Eyesore of the century: The Glen Canyon Dam 

drinking all Sleight's beer. A few years 
later, The Monkey Wrench Gang appeared. 

Like life itself, the events of these two 
days are a collection of moments that 
will eventually mn together, drops of 
water forming the memory's river, but 
for now, some remain distinct-standing 
waves, riffles and eddies in my mind. - 
Like watching David Brower rise to the 
occasion or walking to the bathroom 
with Katie Lee shielding her eyes from 
the sight of her river's waters backed up 
behind the dam. Like the prayers and 
incantations of Navajo medicine man 
Thomas Morris spanning cultures and 
time; and the crowd's single 
voice bellowing out the words 
to Bill Oliver's theme song: 
"Drain it, reclaim it, unplug it, 
and rename it; liberate Glen 
Canyon from Rez Foul!" Or 
standing next to Sleight as he 
spoke of Abbey; was it river 
wind or spirit that touched 
my skin? And then sitting be- 
side the Colorado with my 
^ traveling companions,, the 
| night quiet but for the river, a 
| man moving from the shad- 
T ows fluid as a wildcat and his 
q words, "Now this is more like 
? it," carrying away the inten- 
sity of the day, leaving me 
with just us and the river, the 
canyon, the moonlight, the 
reasons I'm here. 

Strung together, moments like these 
create the current of this movement to 
free our rivers, restore the Colorado and 
resurrect lost canyons like the Glen. 
May there be many more. 

For information contact the Glen 
Canyon Action Network, POB 466, 
Moab, UT 84532; (435) 259-1063; 
www.drainit.org. 

According to Katie Lee, Kathryn Wilder 
"lives among the castles by a real part of the 
river." There she writes, runs rivers, and 
leads writingworkshops both on and off the 
river. Her publications include the Walk- 
ing the Twilight anthologies, and stories 
and essays in American Nature Writing, 
Sierra, Standing Wave, The Bear De- 
luxe, Bugle and others periodicals. 
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The Barstow to Vegas race: Watch out endangered species! 


by DJ Schubert and Jacob Smith 

The noise of off-road vehicles (ORV) is among the 
least-endearing qualities to hikers, mountain bikers 
and other non-motorized recreationists. The noise of 
ORVs can do more than simply annoy humans, how- 
ever. ORV noise can cause significant adverse impacts 
to wildlife in at least two ways. First, exposure to ORV 
noise can result in hearing impairment/or even loss, 
with severe consequences for animals dependent on 
their sense of hearing for finding prey, avoiding preda- 
tors and interacting with other individuals of the same 
species. Second, wildlife exposed to ORV noise often 
experience stress and other disturbance effects. Over 
time, such impacts can lead to altered movement 
patterns, behavioral changes and long-term stress 
impacts all with potentially significant adverse results. 

Ani m als exposed to ORV noise often suffer from 
impaired hearing. Studies have documented hearing 
loss caused by the noise of dune buggies, dirt bikes and 
other ORVs inflicted on a wide range of species, 
including the Mojave fringe-toed lizard, kangaroo rat 
and numerous birds. Several studies have reported 
bleeding ears and nasal passages after exposure to ORV 
activity. Hearing impairment and loss, unsurprisingly, 
is a very serious concern for most wildlife. Loss of 
hearing sensitivity can lead to increased exposure to 
predation, increased difficulty killing prey and other- 
wise significant disruptions in predator-prey relation- 
ships. The impairment of intraspecific communica- 


tion is another seri- 
ous concern. Specific 
problems can in- 
clude the inability to 
recognize mating 
signals, warning 
calls and calls by ju- 
veniles. For instance, 
one study reported 
that small mammals 
became unusually 
aggressive and disori- 
ented after being ex- 
posed to the Barstow 
to Las Vegas motor- 
cycle race. 

The results of disturbance and stress-related impacts 
can take longer to materialize but are no less signifi- 
cant. Wildlife disturbance by ORVs is a serious prob- 
lem for many species, and ORV noise is clearly a major 
component of these disturbance impacts. Put simply, 
noise can stress (and thus adversely impact) wildlife. 
Wildlife exposed to noise can suffer high levels of 
physiological stress even if they appear to fully adapt 
to the noise. One potential outcome of disturbance is 
displacement. When a species is dependent on a 
narrow range of habitat characteristics, displacement 
into marginal or even unsuitable habitat has lasting 
effects on survival and productivity. 

A 1971 Environmental Protection Agency report 
argues that noise acts as a physiological stress produc- 
ing changes similar to exposure to extreme heat, cold, 
pain and other high-stress environmental conditions. 
One consequence is the alteration of wildlife behav- 
ior. Noise levels above 90 decibels cause mammals to 
retreat, freeze or become startled. Amphibians, rep- 
tiles and mammals suffer deleterious effects from 
moderate exposure to ORV noise. These effects in- 
cluded physiological and behavioral hearing loss and 
the misinterpretation of important environmental 
acoustic signals. 

For some species, the noise of ORVs can directly 
interfere with critical life history behaviors. For in- 
stance, early summer thunderstorms provide an es- 
sential environmental cue for the couch's spadefoot 
toad (Scaphiopus couchi). The toads, inhabitants of the 


arid Southwest, emerge from their burrows to 
mate and lay eggs, and the larvae are bom and 
undergo metamorphosis. All this occurs when 
the presence of thunderstorms indicate that 
the appropriate temperature conditions exist, to en- 
sure both suitable conditions for toad survival and 
adequate availability of prey and that moisture, an- 
other critical ingredient, is sufficient. The toad can 
mistake the thundering of ORVs across the desert floor 
for the sound of early summer thunderstorms, how- 
ever, and emerge during the wrong season and in the 
absence of water. This can have significant adverse 
impacts to the population. Although the mechanisms 
may vary, a wide range of species may suffer from such 
impacts. 

The timing of ORV use can also play an important 
role. Infant survival of kangaroo rats is jeopardized by 
ORV use because adults locate their offspring by 
responding to repeated scratch-whines. ORV use dur- 
ing the late winter and spring poses the greatest threat 
before the offspring have dispersed. Similarly, when 
ORV activity occurs during the peak of lizard mating, 
reproductive success can be reduced. 

Long-term exposure to the stress of ORV activity (of 
which ORV noise is typically a major component), is 
linked to numerous health problems. Noise exposure 
is linked to stress, ulcers, tension and coronary disease 
in humans, suggesting that similar effects might mani- 
fest in wildlife species as well. Rats exposed to high 
noise levels suffered impacts which included reduced 
body weight, increased heart rate and the shrinking of 
ovaries and kidneys. 

For one thing, ORV noise is loud and, under many 
conditions, can travel long distances. For another, a 
great deal of existing ORV use occurs in fragile habi- 
tats, such as desert and wetland ecosystems, which 
often are home to wildlife species that are especially 
sensitive to noise and other human disturbance. Many 
species live in and are adapted to quiet environments, 
and ORV noise often greatly exceeds ambient decibel 
levels. Third, although the displacement effects of 
noise disturbance can be severe, many wildlife species 
are limited in their ability to relocate to avoid ORV 
impacts. Finally, rapidly advancing ORV technology 
allows for ever greater penetration into wild and 
sensitive habitats. The blanket of ORV noise grows 
ever larger. 

Article courtesy of The Road-Riporter, POB 7516, 
Missoula, MT 59807; (406) 543-9551; 

wildlandsCPR@Wildlandscpr.org. 


Center for Biological Diversity Wins Back the Wild West 



In a landmark settlement between 
the Center for Biological Diversity and 
the US Forest Service (USFS) on March 1, 
over 50 endangered species will be pro- 
tected by sweeping changes to South- 
ern California's four national forests. 
Combined, the Los Padres, Angeles, San 
Bemadino and Cleveland National For- 
ests contain 6.1 million acres stretching 
from just north of the Mexican border 
to near Monterey. 

The center sued the USFS on June 18, 
1998, charging that the agency had 
systematically failed to protect a host of 
endangered species. The center won on 
March 1. According to the terms of the 
settlement, the USFS must amend all 
four forest plans to ensure the protec- 
tion and recovery of imperiled species 
by 2002. In the meantime, it must im- 
mediately enact a long list of protective 
actions. The agency must: 

•Close off nearly five square miles of 
forest, includingapoorlyplanned camp- 
ground and 1 7 miles of off-road vehicle 
trails upstream of Littlerock Reservoir 
on the Angeles National Forest. 

•Remove livestock from all penin- 
sular bighorn sheep habitat on the 
Wellman grazing allotment on the 
San Bernadino National Forest and 
remove cattle from dozens of miles of 
streams and riparian areas through- 
out the forest. 

•Close and obliterate roads. 


•Ban USFS use of ethylocol-based an- 
tifreeze. This type of antifreeze is deadly 
to California condors, pets and wildlife. 
The USFS must also conduct an educa- 
tion campaign urging the public to stop 
using lethal antifreeze and instead use 
one of the readily available alternative 
brands. 

•Install anti-perching devices on all 
electronic communication sites within 
the current range of the California con- 
dor on the Angeles and Los Padres Na- 
tional Forests. All new and re-permitted 
power transmission lines must be made 
bird-safe within five years. 

•Create an education campaign to 
inform hunters about the deadly im- 
pact of lead poisoning to California 
condors which feed on carcasses shot 
with lead bullets. The USFS must also 
promote alternatives to lead bullets. 

•Close approximately 10 percent of 
the campgrounds in the Los Padres Na- 
tional Forest to protect Arroyo toad and 
California red-legged frog habitat. 

•Close access sites near the Sespe Wil- 
derness and stop placer mining on Pirn 
Creek to protect Arroyo toad and steel- 
head trout. 

More Good News 

In another win, on March 8 the US 
Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) offi- 
cially proposed to designate and pro- 
tect over 400,000 acres of "critical 


habitat" for the endangered 
Alameda whipsnake. The 
whipsnake has declined dramati- 
cally due to habitat loss and frag- 
mentation in the East Bay Hills area 
near San Francisco, California. The 
designation was proposed in accor- 
dance with a legal settlement agree- 
ment between the FWS, the Center for 
Biological Diversity and Christians Car- 
ing for Creation. 

More recently, in response to a law- 
suit by the center, a New Mexico federal 
judge ordered the FWS to designate 
critical habitat for the imperiled Mexi- 
can spotted owl. Citing systematic de- 
lays by the federal agency and 1 1 years 
of intensive research, petitions and law- 
suits by activists, the judge ordered the 
agency to complete the designation by 
January 2001. 

The center petitioned to list the spot- 
ted owl as a threatened species in 1989 
because its old-growth forest habitat 
was being liquidated on national forests 
in Arizona, New Mexico, Colorado and 
Utah, as well as in Mexico's Sierra Madre 
Mountains. 

Eiders Protected 

On March 14, 2000, keeping to a 
settlement agreement with the Center 
for Biological Diversity and Christians 
Caring for Creation, the FWS issued a 
proposal to formally designate 16.3 


million acres of critical habitat in Alaska 
for the endangered Steller's eider, a 
northern duck. 

The proposal identifies over 25,000 
square miles of coastline and marine 
sanctuaries, including: 15,800 square 
miles of Alaska's North Slope, 1,200 
square miles of the Yukon-Kuskokwim 
Delta, marine waters in Kuskokwim Bay 
and 9,000 miles of coastline from 
Nunivak Island to the eastern Aleu- 
tians, along the northern and southern 
shores of the Alaska Peninsula and east 
to Kachemak Bay in Lower Cook Inlet 
and the Kodiak Archipelago. 

In accordance with the same settle- 
ment, the FWS last month proposed to 
designate and protect 47 million acres 
of critical habitat for the endangered 
spectacled eider. Excluding overlapping 
areas, the total area to be protected for 
the two imperiled sea ducks is approxi- 
mately 57 million acres. 

Since 1993, the Center for Biological 
Diversity has produced over 100 species 
listings, critical habitat proposals, en- 
dangered species status reviews and habi- 
tat protection lawsuits. 
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by Aelfgifu and Dixie 

For over 50 years the United States government 
has experimented with the explosive powers of 
nuclear energy. Although the risks and potentially 
fatal consequences of this deadly activity are now 
known by scientists and general citizens alike, the 
government still tests nuclear weapons and trans- 
ports and dumps nuclear waste in areas which 

threaten the lives of mil- 

lions of people and our 

environment. One of these 

proposed nuclear dump- 

ing areas is Yucca Moun- , 

tain, 90 miles north of Las 

Vegas in the heart of the ,~t 

Nevada desert. Many Jl 

people consider this beau- ' l«r' 

tiful wilderness to be sim- 

ply a desolate wasteland, |U| ’■ 

devoid of life and perfect 

for holding permanent 

high-level nuclear waste. U 

To the Native Shoshone, " 

Paiute and Washoe people, 

Yucca Mountain is a sa- Fifth ar, 

cred site, still used for spiritual gatherings as it has 
been for thousands of years. 

The 1863 Treaty of Ruby Valley was intended to 
protect the Newe Nations (Shoshone) territory, in- 
cluding Yucca Mountain. In 1948 a military inva- 
sion by the US government forcibly relocated the 
Newe peoples living near Yucca Mountain to create 
a massive nuclear testing and dumping site. To this 
date the Western Shoshone Nation is involved in 
three court cases against the government regarding 
the violations of this treaty. 

According to Shoshone beliefs this powerful moun- 
tain is home to an ancient snake, which, if disturbed 
will burst forth and dispel its venomous fire. Proph- 
ecies relating to the awakening of the snake foretell 
that when this occurs, the land will shake violently 
causing giant floods and widespread destruction. In 
the past 20 years there has been over 600 earthquake 
events of 2.5 or greater magnitude on the Richter 
scale recorded within 50 miles of this area. Combine 
this with the fact that if water seeps into the neu- 
trons contained within the nuclear rods, all it would 
take is one small earthquake to cause an explosion 
10 times worse than Chernobyl. This theory is 


considered extreme by the Department of Energy 
(DOE) who insist that nuclear waste casks (which 
have never been full-scale tested) are infallible and 
unlikely to leak. This does not take into account the 
fact that nuclear testing has already contaminated 
water in the state of Nevada and affected the lives of 
thousands of people, animals and plants with deadly 
radiation causing cancer and mutating DNA, affect- 
ing life for generations to come. 



Fifth annual Nuclear Fool's Day parade ^ 

led to Shoshone grand- '^*1* %’ <4| 

y, in- mother says, "We m\4 ii fS- / ---V ‘ (m 

inva- want the world to 

id the know that if they JjjPr PlraBIP^ 

:reate (the government) \ Vlgy " ( 

othis continue to put J raw - . *1* 

r ed in that waste into 

rding Yucca Mountain, we 

don't have to worry 

aoun- about water no more be- 

urbed cause we will no longer be here. 
roph- If you look at the desert now, at 
>retell Mercury, there are no animals. At one time 
lently that land thrived with deer, antelope, jackrabbits, 
on. In the little collie animals, you don't see them out 
pjake there now. What are you leaving for your children 
ichter and your children's children? This nuclear waste 
nbine will take all our lives." 

; neu- As if this isn't bad enough, the transportation of 
vould this deadly toxic on roads near lakes and cities, 
osion rivers and wildlife poses an immense threat to the 
Dry is stability of natural life. Using the DOE's own data it 


can be estimated that between 70 and 130 accidents 
could occur during this transportation to Yucca Mt. 

Corbin Harney, Newe Spiritual Leader and a pow- 
erful figure in the fight to stop nuclear insanity, 
constantly spreads an urgent message worldwide. 
"We are really concerned about the nuclear waste 
that is traveling on our land. We don't want our 
Mother to be [contaminated with all kinds of 
radiation. Nuclear radiation is shortening all of our 
lives. This is very serious — if the government 
puts nuclear waste in Yucca Mountain it will 
travel thousands of miles and poison the land, 
s water and air all over our Mother Earth. We 
| only have one water, one air and one mother 
| Earth. Now we rely on you people, its really 

a rurselves together 

lonsense." 
or the 5th annual 
a noisy, colorful, 
r two headed, 40- 
e, three-eyed frogs, 
:s, a mock nuclear 
ask and a Yucca 
itain on wheels! 
ese wacky charac- 
ns all played ma- 
jor parts in a street 

which started 
on the steps of 

Hall and pro- 

where Newe elders 
>oke of the injus- 
es committed 
it their people, 
to the annual 
iviuuicij isay Spring Gathering 
May 12-15. You are officially invited by 
the Newe Nation to partake in daily sweatlodges 
and sunrise ceremonies, workshops, nonviolence 
training, hear speakers from around the world, 
camp, eat food and be involved in direct action to 
shut down the Nevada Test Site! 

For more information contact Shundahai Network, 
5007 Elmhurst Ln, Las Vegas, NV 89108-1304; (702) 
647-3095; 647-9385 (fax); shundahai@shundahai.org; 
www.shundahai.org. 


•m 



Ducktrap Deeryard Wins Appeal 


by Ron Huber 


The Maryland Bank North America Corporation (MBNA), scourge of the 
Penobscot Coast, must find a land trust or other entity to take a permanent 
conservation easement over the Ducktrap Deeryard by March 30, according to 
an order issued March 16 by the Maine Board of Environmental Protection. The 
board was responding to an appeal against the company's 40-cabin sprawl 
development on the slopes of Ducktrap Mountain in Northport, Maine (see EF!J 
March- April 2000). 

Critics of MBNA's attack on the thickly forested Megunticook Range along 
Penobscot Bay's western shore had told the board that MBNA had earlier 
promised to "permanently conserve" the heart of the deeryard, a densely 
forested area halfway up the mountainside, but then reneged on their promise 
by proceeding with the 40-cabin development in that very area. 

The board contended that the area was critical to the survival of the western 
Penobscot Bay region's deer herd, who overwinter in the dense woodland on 
the mountainside, not to mention untold numbers of other wild lifeforms 

The board wrote: "The applicant [MBNA] shall, by March 30, 2000, submit to 
the Department for review, acceptance and recording a conservation easement 
in favor of IF&W, or another government or non-government entity, perma- 
nently protecting the Management Area and travel corridor described in the 
final Forest Management and Deer Wintering Area Management Plan dated 
February, 2000 and accepted by IF&W on March 6, 2000." 

The order came as a complete shock to developer MBNA, whose Vice President 
for land abuse, Shane Flynn, whined that the company was already negotiating 
with land trusts and that such an easement would hinder it's future develop- 
ment of the land. Flynn and a clearly surprised Phil Ahrens, MBNA's top 
corporate lawdog, tried repeatedly but without success ,to convince the board 
not to require them to protect the land. 

In addition, the board ordered Department of Environmental Protection 
permit reviewer David Silver to modify "Finding 6B" to note that the depart- 
ment considered the project's impacts to the local school of wild Atlantic 
salmon in nearby Ducktrap Harbor, as well as in the Ducktrap River. 
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Greetings friends and supporters, 

I am writing to reiterate my full support of 
the Dineh of Big Mountain and their contin- 
ued resistance against relocation. The final 
eviction day, February 1 , came and went with- 
out any major confrontations or skirmishes. I 
think this strategy' is very intentional in that 
the government knows a long, drawn-out and 
painful war against a people does not draw as 
much attention and is much more difficult to 
fight than a dramatic and sudden attack. 1 am 
sure they are waiting for people's attention to 
lessen before they move in and begin moving 
people one by one, when few are watching. 

Over the years the resisters have had to 
struggle just to survive and the very fact that 
they have survived and continue their resis- 
tance is testimony to their amazing strength 
and belief in the Creator. The constant fear, 
harassment and dangerous conditions under 
which they have been forced to live have not 
surmounted their knowledge and skills as sar- 


llliiil 


such an important time for the families to 
come together in unity and bring a final end 
to this attempt. 

I want to personally ask all of you on the 
outside to maintain and continue to build 
awareness around the Big Mountain situation. 
And, I ask you to support the people in what- 
ever way they request. Relocation really is 
genocide and if the people of Big Mountain 
are lost, we all will lose another very special 
and sacred source of traditional knowledge 
and a way of life we can all learn from. 


by Jim Flynn 

When organizing the 1998 Earth First! Round River 
Rendezvous in Oregon at Twin Lakes (you remem- 
ber, the most beautiful RRR site ever), Pam and I 
made the mistake of trying to work with the govern- 
ment. To facilitate communication, Pam and I 
(through a good friend) offered up our phone num- 
bers to the folks at the Umpqua National Forest 
supervisor's office. Originally we were communicat- 
ing directly with the resource manager — a good guy 
named Jerry Harriman. 

In the government's mindset of hierarchy and 
accountability, Pam and I quickly became the home- 
coming queen and king of the event. At all future 
meetings before, during and (tragically) afterwards, 
the Forest Service asked for us personally. And when 
the RRR was over (here comes the tragic part), We 
were singled out to be the beneficiaries of $250 
citations for not securing a special use permit for 
"our" event. Even though we had a friendly working 
relationship with the Umpqua NF resource people 
throughout the event, followed their Operation Plan 
to the letter, got kudos from Jerry for our efficient 
drinking-water system and well-built latrines, me- 
ticulously cleaned up the entire site and closed all the 
trails, the Department of Justice issued us citations to 
appear in federal court and pay the $250. 

Well, we decided to play their little game and met 
them in court. We moved for dismissal based on the 
unconstitutionality of the Forest Service's special 
use permitting regulations and to save ‘ he taxpayers 
money (high on our list), but the D' partment of 
Justice insisted that the trial move orward. The 
judge reluctantly set a trial date, infer ing that this 
could be settled outside of court/(It should be noted 
here that early on in the discovery process we 
discovered that one of our people, Terry Johnson, 
was an infiltrator working for the Forest Service. (See 
£T//June-July 1999).^ 


Pam and I hemmed and hawed over it for a few 
months. The government was not going to let go of 
this one, insisting on upholding its permitting regu- 
lations. We had little to gain (having all the docu- 


The 1998 rendezvous site at Twin Lakes, in the Umpqua National Forest 


ments from the discovery process) and $250 each to 
lose. So we decided to cop a plea. The federal 
prosecutor asked us to remind him of what kind of 
deal he had offered us before. We replied with, 
"something like $35 to $50 each with a guilty plea 
to Failure to Obtain a Special Use Permit." 

When the prosecutor relayed the deal to the 
Department of Justice, Forest Service law enforce- 
ment officials in Washington DC freaked out! We 
didn't even know they were still involved with or 
interested in the case. They came back with a 
counter offer of something to the effect of " $ 5 , 000 
each and our signature stating that we promise 
not to attend an unpermitted gathering on a 
national forest (ever)." 


No Evictions Since Deadline 


The snow has been falling lightly on the canyon 
walls as many new lambs begin their lives roaming 
the sagebrush near Big Mountain. Despite the big 
deadline no forced evictions have taken place as of 
yet. According to the hearing in San Francisco on 
Febuary 22, no official forced evictions will be 
allowed to take place until a verdict has been 
released on the Manybeads vs. United States 
Government case. This verdict is 
not expected for another three 
months to a year. However, at 
that time traditionals living on 
Hopi Partitioned Land (HPL) 
could face immediate, mili- 
tary-armed evictions. In the 
meantime, blatant intimida- 
tion and harassment can be 
expected towards the 
traditionals of HPL. 

In the beginning of Febru- 
ary, two middle-aged men 
dressed in plain clothes driv- 
ing a fancy white pick up 
truck approached one of the 
shepherds hogan on HPL un- 
announced. After probing for 
names and the whereabouts 
of long-time supporters, it be- 
came clear they had unfriendly 
intentions. They were asked to 
leave several times by the two 
female supporters who were alone 
in the hogan at the time. While 
ignoring these requests, they continued to scan the 
homesite for supporters and information. When 
one of the supporters began to take their license 
plate number, they proceeded to leave, but not 
before turning to her saying, "You better be careful 
out here, especially at night." 

On February 13th several supporters sighted a 
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black cargo plane flying a mere fifty feet off the 
ground. The spectacle of a four gun bomber big 
enough to carry several tanks slowly passing over 
traditional Dineh elders, sheep, and HPL hogans 
was quite alarming. Smaller Sesna style planes 
continue near daily fly bys usually around 100 
feet from the ground. 

On the positive side, there has been a lot of 
international support on the land 
recently, including supporters 
from Germany, Italy, England, 
the Swedish parliament and the 
Japanese peace walk. However, 
as the deadline past, many are 
beginning to return to their 
homes. Historically, after a 
major deadline harassment 
steps up as supporters 
dwindle. Therefore, now is a 
great time to come support 
the elders of Big Mountain. 

To the traditionals of Black 
Mesa, this is a way of life and 
not just a deadline. The flocks 
are growing, the grandmas are 
weaving and Dineh grandchil- 
dren are befriending Hopi 
youth. These are the traditional 
ways which protect all life on 
Black Mesa. As Pauline 
Whitesinger's 17 year old grand- 
daughter, Rachel explains, the sheep 
are like our banks, but they are more 
powerful because they are living! 

For more information contact, Black Mesa Indig- 
enous Support POB 23501, Flagstaff, AZ 86002; (520) 
773-8086; granmonta@hotmail.com; 

www.blackmesais.org. This is a nonviolent effort! No 
weapons, alcohol or drugs! 

— Black Mesa Indigenous Support 


^lag burning with ;Tchkung! at the '98 RRR 

■ 4 Ha! As if. So we cast a wide net, 

a subpoenaing a bunch of the bas- 
tards, requesting all sorts of "re- 
lated" documents, saying, "Bring it 
on, we'll see you in court!" 

J After much deliberation, they 
I threw in the towel. The case was 
8 dismissed. We won! 

a National Forest LeSSOnS t0 be learned: Don>t 

give them your real name even if 

they seem nice; use fake, real-sounding names. 
2)Throughout the process continue to remind 
them that we don't have leaders. 3) Don't sign 
permits. Unless you are the president or CEO of 
Earth First! you cannot legally sign! 4) Use the 
discovery process to get all the documents you 
can, and don't give up in court. 














QZeumre the chles of March 

<T2iqht r Ou'it) Cpatli 



by Madrone and MSH 

In mid-summer 1999 a new treesit campaign was 
born of Cascadian resistance. One more beacon of 
sanity on this lost nation's public lands. It was July 4, 
1999, that the first act of defiance was taken against 
the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) and Herbert 
Lumber Corporation in the Right View Timber Sale. A 
beautiful sugar pine, Dudly (or was it deadly?), was the 
first tree climbed in the unit. Madre Loca is the 
Douglas fir that has held us above the ground for eight 
months. She stands tall and proud in the middle of the 
unit where BLM has planned to build a logging road. 

On July 12 the treesitters in Madre Loca awoke to 
loggers tramping through the forest. The loggers were 
quite confused when they discovered the treesit. After 
having a nice conversation they told the occupants 
that, "We're gonna have to tell our boss about this." A 
few hours later the BLM came to visit and issued a 1 60- 
acre forest closure that is still in effect. The treesit is 
located in unit five, the last standing unit of the Right 
View Timber Sale. Of the four other units that have 
already been butchered, two resulted in massive land- 
slides dumping tons of sediment into Cole Creek, a 
tributary of the North Umpqua River. The forest around 
Madre Loca was full of Doug firs of all ages, incense 
cedar, grand fir, madrones, the treasured sugar pine 
and all the diversity that an old-growth forest offers. 

The sugar pines were huge and seemed to be resis- 


tant to white pine blister rust, which has taken many 
of the pines in the area. A pair of spotted owls are 
known to nest a half mile from unit five. A creek that 
mns just east of the unit is home to the endangered 
coho salmon and Umpqua cutthroat trout. Black bear, 
Roosevelt elk, pileated woodpecker, deer,flying squir- 
rels and owls have all been seen in the forest. The 
biological opinion for this sale was ruled illegal by 
Judge Rothstein in 1998, and the BLM hasfbeen unable 
to prove that they have a legal biological opinion. 

The BLM is using the notorious Salvage Rider to 
exempt Right View from environmental laws. On 
March 15, eight months after the original death sen- 
tence, everything changed. Stirred from slumber by 
rumbling vehicles, the treesitter in Madre Loca poked 
his head from the platform, knowing what was up. 
Hardhats, badges and five-foot saws were marching 
down the hillside. They had come to cut the unit. 
About 25-30 law enforcement officials were present 
from federal, state and local agencies as well as about 
14 employees of Herbert Lumber. The closure notice 
was read and the sitter was informed that he was 
"interfering with an agricultural project," and was 
asked to come down. Declining the offer, the loggers 
were given the green light to proceed. They began to 
work at a reckless speed and at times yelling "fuck you" 
as a tree was felled. The air was filled with the smell of 
dying trees, the sound of technological ignorance, the 
screeches and cries of falling elders all around. 

The Earth shook violently with the crash of 
each tree. Law enforcement officers waited 
below the tree at all times and stood post 
around the closure, which had been extended 
to keep those concerned even further from the 
murder. With no way in for supporters, the 
sitter was isolated and prepared for a pro- 
longed stay. Maintaining composure, he spoke 
truth to power and found most of the ecocidal 
participants very ill-informed of forest issues 
in general. "The Earth is here for us to use," 
came one not so surprising reply. As the crews 
broke for lunch, one logger whistled a pathetic 
replacement for the birdsongs that no longer 
filled the air. Psychological harassment was 
intermittent, and physical endangerment 


Along with 50 law enforcement agents , they cut Right View down. 



Hanging in the trees , back before the chainsaws arrived 

peaked with the collision of a falling tree (40 feet from 
the treesit) to a large Doug fir that was tied in with 
walkways. The resulting chain reaction jerked Madre 
nearly knocking the sitter off the platform. 

Thirty-two acres were decimated in one and a half 
days. It took less than 36 hours to destroy a function- 
ing ecosystem. Madre Loca and a "buffer zone" of 
about one acre remain standing. The life of the treesitter 
remains in great danger due to blow down from the 
edge effect. The Madre Loca treesit will remain occu- 
pied until we have proof that the trees remaining will 
not be cut. Please help us to save these trees and bring 
the sitter to safety. Mischief and Trouble, the crazy 
flying squirrels, play in Madre Loca each night, We 
heard the great homed owl and the frogs still croak. A 
mouse moved into Madre a few days after the logging 
was done. We mourn the lost of our elders, friends and 
the magical place that existed, but the forest will 
forever live in our minds and hearts. The BLM and 
Herbert Lumber will never take that away from us. 

For more information contact Madre Loca Alliance, 
POB 11122, Eugene, OR 97440. For great facts and 
photographs, checkoutwww.umpqua-watersheds.org. 


Prame Dogs: “Warranted but precluded” from ESA... 


by Jonathan Proctor 

The black-tailed prairie dog deserves to be listed as a threatened species, but 
will not receive federal Endangered Species Act (ESA) protections due to a lack 
of money and staff, said US Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) officials on 
February 4. Predator Conservation Alliance (PCA) is responding with a 
demand for immediate action from involved states and federal agencies. 

The FWS ruled the black-tailed prairie dog "warranted but precluded" for 
protection under the ESA. This means the species is biologically imperiled and 
in need of protection and a recovery plan, but the agency will not proceed with 
a listing proposal or ESA protection. 

This decision is the federal government's response to two petitions to list the 
black-tailed prairie dog for protection. The first petition 
was filed by the National Wildlife Federation in July 1998 
and the second by PCA, Biodiversity Legal Foundation and 
biologist Jon Sharps in August 1998. 

With this decision, the FWS has formally acknowledged 
that the black-tailed prairie dog is threatened with extinction. 

Unfortunately, the decision only establishes formal recogni- 
tion of the problem, but changes nothing on the ground. 

Noting budgetary constraints and a heavy workload, FWS 
instead passed the buck to the 11 states within the black- 
tailed prairie dog's historic range, highlighting the ability 
and recent "commitment" of these states to improve the 
plight of the species. As of now, the states have yet to act. 

Unfortunately, all indications are that the states are not 
truly committed to improving the situation. 

The Arizona Game and Fish Commission set a terrible 
precedent — the first state action on the black-tailed since 
the "warranted but precluded" finding. Only three days 
after a February 4 article in the Arizona Republic discussing 
possible black-tailed prairie dog reintroduction in Arizona, 
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the commissions responded by passing a proposal not to participate, in any 
form, in the reintroduction of black-tailed prairie dogs into Arizona. The 
Kansas Legislature was next to fail the test. On February 21, a proposal to 
repeal the state's mandatory prairie dog poisoning laws (first enacted in 1 903) 
met defeat in a House Agricultural subcommittee meeting. This proposal 
merely would have allowed private landowners to manage prairie dogs as they 
saw fit instead of being forced to poison them. 

Since the two petitions were filed in the summer of 1998, none of the involved 
states have changed the management status of prairie dogs from that of a pest or 
non-game species to that of a wildlife species of special concern. Nor have the 
states asked for any reductions in poisoning or recreational shooting of the 
species on federal and state lands. 

The agencies have already shown steps for protection are 
possible. The Forest Service placed a temporary moratorium last 
year on prairie dog poisoning on all Forest Service lands. Last 
September the Bureau of Land Management banned recre- 
ational shooting on 15 prairie dog towns in north-central 
Montana to increase the chance for success of an adjacent FWS 
ferret reintroduction program. Also last year, Arizona closed its 
shooting season on black-tailed prairie dogs. Although this 
move was more symbolic than effective (black-tailed prairie 
dogs were extirpated from Arizona over 40 years ago), it helps set 
the stage for a possible reintroduction in the future. 

We remain committed to seeing prairie dogs occupy 10 percent 
of all suitable habitat on public lands throughout their historic 
range. This will benefit both the prairie dog and all of the species 
that are associated with the prairie dog ecosystem including the 
black-footed ferret, swift fox, burrowing owl, ferruginous hawk 
and mountain plover. 

For more information contact the Predator Conservation Alli- 
ance, 801 Sherwood Suite B, Missoula, MT 59802; (406) 543-8424, 
728-9432 (fax); jonathan@predatorconservation.org. 



Black-tailed prairie dog lookin' darned 
cute but gettin' no protection. 


photo courtesy of Francis Eatherington 



Red Cloud Thunder Two-Year Anniversary 


BY ILD 

Like the forest itself, the Fall Creek 
tree village transforms and evolves 
as the winter calm passes and the 
roads of forest defense become in- 
creasingly more exciting. Our scope 
is on the Clark Timber Sale, a would- 
be 96-acre clearcut of publicly-owned 
ancient forest in the Willamette Na- 
tional Forest by Zip-O Log Mills of 
Eugene, Oregon. 

Knowing this ancient, beautiful 
and necessary ecosystem needs to 
remain wild and free for its own sake 
as well as ours, we have held strong 
for nearly two years. 

These trees will never feel the bloody 
axes of Zip-O, will never fall to serve 
the greed of the masses or to give rise to 
a sterile, monoculture tree farm. 

We will spare the forest the reality 
of corporate culture civilization, de- 
spite eviction tactics used by the US 
Forest Service, which have ranged 
from humorous to inconvenient to 
life threatening. 

At Fall Creek for two years now, we 
have endured road and forest clo- 
sures, witnessed the destruction and 
burning of our ground camps and 
personal gear and have been kept up 
nights by attempts to annoy us into 
willful eviction. We have had our 
lives endangered while occupying 
road blockades, as law enforcement 
officers recklessly dismantled them 
from underneath us. We stay ever 
ready to defend the forests against raids 
from ground or air. 

All of these Forest Service offensives 
have only served to make us stron- 
ger. Through building a community 
that is fluid, creative and interde- 
pendent, constructing and occupy- 
ing treesits, road defense, ground 
support and in town campaigning, 
we keep our larger vision in mind. A 
vision of a forest protected as well as 
the beginning of a cycle of constant 



learning, teaching and adaptation, 
rooted in self-governance and re- 
spect, growing toward freedom and 
liberation for all life. 

Current Forest Service activity here 


nests. If potential nest sites were lo- 
cated, a climber was sent to verify 
the nest. The surveys on all 96 acres 
were completed in three days, all 
under the armed guard of Forest Ser- 
vice Law Enforcement. 
The unnecessary and 
excessive law enforce- 
ment presence that ar- 
rived with the survey- 
I ors has yet to reappear, 
I leaving us wondering 


Walking the traverse at Fall 
what they're really up to. 

Although some voles were found, we 
believe this pseudo-scientific process will 
never accurately represent or protect 
the diversity of life found in the forest. 
Wildlife biologists and independent 


climbers are scheduled to return in early 
April to do more extensive surveying in 
units where no nests were found. 

With the help of supportive locals, 
we will continue to flag trees with 
potential nests so they can be identi- 
fied. Although the management pro- 
tocol for dealing with voles has yet to 
be determined, we still support the 
surveys and skeptically hope for the 
best in terms of protection. 

We are planning forest action/ wil- 
derness survival 
camps this spring and 
summer to coincide 
with Eugene Active 
Existence (see page 
30). We hope to gen- 
erate new energy and 
support, as logging 
season is just around 
the corner! The sec- 
ond planned Direct 
Action Training 
Camp and Skill Share 
' is June 5-12. The for- 
est needs you! Life at 
Fall Creek is notori- 
ously exciting in the 
spring and summer. 
Come for a visit or 
stay for a while. 

For more information 
contact Red Cloud 
Thunder/Cascadia For- 
est Defenders, POB 
11122, .Eugene, OR 
w 97440; (541) 684-8977; 
| redcloud@efn.org. To 
i express your outrage 
3 about logging on pub- 
| lie lands, contact Rep- 
resentative Peter 
Creek tree village. DeFazio, 151 W 7 Ave 
Suite 400, Eugene, OR 97401; 
peter.defazio@mail.house.gov; (541) 
465-6732; 465-6458 (fax) or Chief 
Michael Dombeck, US Forest Service, 
Auditors Building, 201 14th Street SW, 
Washington DC 20090; (202) 205-1661. 


has focused mainly on the recently 
court-ordered red tree vole surveys. 
The agency has blatantly ignored 
the surveys required under the 
Northwest Forest Plan. The Forest 
Service admittedly has little experi- 
ence surveying for voles and has yet 
to determine the most effective 
means of finding these canopy 
dwellers. The surveyors walked spe- 
cific transects in each unit and at 
certain coordinates looked up into 
the canopy with binoculars to locate 



...while the Lynx is listed as Threatened 


by Sara Folger 

A lynx is a rare cat, similar to its cousin the 
bobcat, but with longer legs, and much larger 
paws. The lynx' paws are about three and one-half 
inches across, the same as a paw of a mountain 
lion three to six times the lynx' size! The lynx' 
favorite prey is the snowshoe hare, which it de- 
pends upon for 60-90 percent of its diet. To aid in 
hunting, the lynx has an acute sense of hearing, 
and its eyes can detect tiny differences in 
light intensity, allowing it to see white 
hares on white snow, even in low light. 

Finally, after many delays, the US Fish 
ahd Wildlife Service (USFWS) listed the 
lynx as a threatened species under the 
Endangered Species Act (ESA) across 
its historic range in the lower 48 
states. The Predator Conserva- 
tion Alliance (PCA) is pleased that 
USFWS has finally acknowledged 
that the lynx is in very serious 
trouble. Hopefully this decision 
means that in decades and genera- 
tions to come, outdoor enthusiasts 
from Maine to Washington will have the chance 
to catch a glimpse of this beautiful animal or at 
least discover its tracks in the deep snow. 

PCA is skeptical of the agency's proposal for 
recovering the lynx. In making its decision, the 


USFWS concluded that the threat to the lynx is the 
"lack of guidance to conserve the species in current 
federal land management plans." Therefore a 
conservation agreement recently signed by the 
US Forest Service (USFS) affecting all forest man- 
agement plans within 


lynx habitat "will serve as 
a blueprint for recovery." 

What happened to the practice of the USFWS 
being responsible for managing recovery of listed 
species, including writing its own recovery plan? 
From what we have read thus far, it looks as though 
the USFWS has delegated primary responsibility 


for recovering lynx to the USFS, the very agency 
whose management policies resulted in the lynx 
decline in the first place. Both the USFWS and the 
conservation groups who have fought for lynx pro- 
tection during the past six years have said that 
logging, road building, motorized recreation and 
increased human access in lynx habitat are the main 
reasons for the species' decline. To continue to 
survive in the the lower 48 states, the lynx is going 
to need more than a few amendments to 
national forest management plans. 

It was bad enough that PCA and 
other conservation groups had to 
wait six years and file three law- 
suits (two we won and the last 
was filed on March 13 because 
of yet another delay by USFWS) 
to get the agency to finally pro- 
tect the lynx. We are now look- 
ing at a proposal to give the 
USFS a lead on recovering the 
lynx. It appears that USFWS is 
taking a new approach to the 
recovery of threatened species — 
delay, defer and delegate. 

We are still waiting to see the details of 
the listing decision. If our fears prove justified, 
we will pursue all administrative and legal means 
necessary to ensure the survival and recovery of 
the imperiled lynx throughout its former range. 

For more information contact Predator Conser- 
vation Alliance , 234 E Menden Hall St, Bozeman 
MT 59715: (406) 587-3389. 
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Blasting globalization in 
Bangkok, Thailand 

One thousand activists marched on 
the United Nations Conference on 
Trade and Development (UNCTAD) in 
Bangkok, Thailand, on February 1 1 call- 
ing for radical changes to the global 


the world locked in poverty. 

As world leaders and delegates met 
inside the conference center, singing 
and yelling protesters carrying banners 
lambasting the World Bank, World 
Trade Organization and the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund found their' route 
to the venue blocked by riot police. 
Undeterred by a massive Thai security 
curtain around the talks designed to 
prevent a repeat of demonstrations like 
in Seattle and Davos, several hundred 
Thai and foreign protesters approached 
the conference center and stood across 
the road from the venue. 

Once in front of the venue, protest- 
ers slammed globalization and pre- 
sented their demands to UNCTAD offi- 
cials, who came out to police barriers to 
meet demonstrators. Among their de- 
mands demonstrators called on 
UNCTAD delegates to reform the 
world's financial system to benefit de- 
veloping countries and help protect 
natural resources. The protest was 
mostly peaceful with only a few brief 
outbreaks of pushing and shoving be- 
tween demonstrators and the police. 

M ost ot the demonstrators came from 
Thai non-governmental organ i it ions 
but were joined by foreign protesters 
from over 40 countries and 200 textile 
workers who accuse the government of 
failing to save their struggling industry. 

Thousands march for 
Vieques after negotiations 

Answering the call of Christian 
leaders, ISO, 000 Puerto Ricans 
marched silently through the center 
of the capital city of Vieques on Feb- 


against Navy military maneuvers on 
the island. 

Carrying a huge banner which read 
"Paz para Vieques, ni un tiro mas." or 
"Peace for Vieques, not one more shot," 
the religious leaders led a procession ot 
Puerto Ricans down two avenues and 


U’wa Win a Critical Injunction: 


by Patrick Reinsborough 

The U'wa people of Colombia have 
won an important victory in their life- 
or-death struggle to defend their an- 
cestral homelands from oil drilling. On 
March 30 a Colombian Court ordered 
Occidental Petroleum (Oxy) to halt all 
construction work on the Gibraltar 1 
drill site because it is on the sacred 
ancestral land of the U'wa tribe. The 
judge ruled that the drilling would 

violate "fundamental rights" 

of the U'wa people includ- 
ing their right to life. 

Roberto Perez, the Presi- 
dent of the U'wa Traditional 
Authority, issued the fol- 
lowing statement in re- 
sponse to the verdict: "The 
injunction speaks of the sus- 
pension of the project not 
cancellation. We have taken 
an important step and are 
happy because we have ad- 
vanced in our struggle even 
though this has come at 
great sacrifice." 

Even government officials 
were willing to admit that 
the injunction was a serious / 

setback to their efforts to drill in the 
region. Alberto Calderon, president of 
state oil company Ecopetrol told a news 
conference, "The project has been para- 
lyzed," The Colombian government 
and Oxy are appealing the decision. 

The injunction was announced as 
Perez traveled to. the US to directly 
confront representatives of the corpo- 
rations that are conspiring to destroy 
his traditional land and culture. With 
the help of Representative Cynthia 
McKinney (D-GA), Roberto was able 
to surprise Oxy Vice President Larry 
Meriage. Meriage had requested a 
meeting with McKinney in response 
to her remarks on Oxy's controversial 


Blockade Remains at Drillsite 


oil project during the House floor de- 
bate on the US military aid package to 
Colombia. When Oxy officials arrived 
at her office they were shocked to be 
greeted by the U'wa president and 
supporters from the U'wa Defense 
Working Group. 

During the intense one-hour meet- 
ing, Meriage admitted on record that 



A river running through U'wa homelands 


the U'wa had not been consulted on 
the company's plans to drill Gibraltar 
1. Oxy's admission about the lack of 
consultation gives strong credence to 
the ongoing legal challenges to Oxy's 
drilling permit in international and 
Colombian courts. 

"Oil maintains the balance of the 
world and is the blood of our mother. 
In accordance with our natural laws 
which don't permit the exploitation or 
destmetion of nature, we demand that 
you respect our rights, our culture and 
our lives," declared Perez. 

The U'wa representative also trav- 
eled to Boston to confront one of 
Occidental's major shareholders, Fi- 


delity Investments. Fidelity offices 
have been hit by over 50 demonstra- 
tions and direct actions as activists 
around the world express their soli- 
darity with the U'wa. 

Just as Colombian trade unionists 
have joined the U'wa in blockading 
the drill site, Perez was joined by Patricia 
Buritica, a representative of the Cen- 
tral Organization of Work- 
ers of Colombia, for a com- 
munity teach in and then 
a march on Fidelity's Bos- 
ton offices. One hundred 
Boston area activists with 
colorful banners and gi- 
ant puppets staged a rally 
and called upon Fidelity 
to meet with the U'wa rep- 
resentative. When Fidel- 
'S. ity refused several custom- 
= ers publicly divested, and 
| many more vowed to 
% spread the word. 

I The injunction has 
bought the U'wa some 

« homelands time - but thousands of 
U'wa continue to block- 
ade the drill site demanding perma- 
nent protection for their full ancestral 
territory. To achieve this goal and pro- 
tect their culture and homelands the 
U'wa need the support of activists in 
the global North. It is up to all of us to 
show Occidental shareholders like Fi- 
delity and Vice President A1 Gore that 
we will not allow them to quietly 
profit from Occidental's crimes. Orga- 
nize in your community to support 
the U'wa resistance. 

For more information contact 
Rainforest Action Network, 221 Pine 
Street Suite 500, San Francisco, CA 
94104; (415) 398-4404; 

organize@ran.org; www.ran.org. 


Organic Tea Strains Sri Lanka 


by Hemantha Withanage 

The greenery, wet soil and pure water springs brings you 
the impression of virginity. Darkness in the forest and 
sounds of birds and insects create a different world. You 
can experience this in Sinharaja, which is the most famous 
virgin forest in Sri Lanka. It houses the highest number of 
species and the highest endemic population in Sri Lanka. 

The National Conservation Review of the country's 
natural forest carried out from 1991-96 recorded 337 
species of woody plants in the sample plots that were 
inventoried. Of these species, 192 are endemic and 116 
globally threatened. Because of its importance, Sinharaja 
Man and Biosphere Site was declared a World Heritage 
Site by the United Nations Educational Scientific and 
Cultural Organization in 1989. 

The forest spreads in about 72,000 acres through West- 
ern, Sabaragamuwa and Southern provinces. Twenty- 
two-thousand acres constitute the core area. 

Until 1972 the forests' total area reached over 120,000 
acres, but unfortunately it was reduced by logging activi- 
ties between 1972-77. The logging was stopped thanks to 
the work of the Wildlife and Nature Protection Society-Sri 
Lanka and some concerned individuals. Since then, the 
logged areas have regenerated with giant trees, and the 
secondary forest is luxurious. 

As with many other forests in the country, Sinharaja 
Forest has also been subjected to heavy encroachment. 
Thousands of acres have been cleared for tea cultivation 
since British colonization. After independence, a policy of 
nationalization was applied and these lands were taken by 
the Land Reform Commission in 1974. Tea cultivation 
was stopped, but in 1999 problems started again due to 
the release of 62 hectares of dense forest adjoining Sinharaja 
for organic tea cultivation. 


Natural organically grown products are not new to Sri 
Lankans, nor to the people in many other tropical coun- 
tries. They are available in the forests and even in home 
gardens. These kinds of products have a great demand in 
the north. Foreign demand for organic products can have 
negative environmental effects on untouched lands in 
southern countries. 

Sinharaja Plantations Organic Ltd., is set to clear the 62 
hectares of lands in Sooriyakanda Village in the Rathnapura 
District, close to Sinharaja, to grow organic tea, flowers 
and vegetables for the international market. This area 
holds virgin forest, secondary forests and cardamom and 
tea bushes as undergrowth. Cardamon is a valuable spice 
and a natural organic product, which generates incomes 
for 50 families of the Ilumbakanda Village, located near 
the site. Additionally, these forests offer the environmen- 
tal service of generating water for the Delgoda Ganga 
River, which is used by the population of the Ilumbakanda 
village and other downstream villages. 

Nevertheless, the Board of Investment, a government 
body, has already approved this project, in absence of 
any Environmental Impact Assessment. Villagers' orga- 
nizations, together with environmental groups, are ve- 
hemently opposing this project. 

It has also been announced that a very powerful 
cabinet minister is supporting it due to his relationship 
with the project proponent. Defenders of the forest hope 
that the chief minister of the Sabaragamuwa Provincial 
Council denies the permission for the project. At the 
same time, they are urging UNESCO and other concerned 
people to take actions to protect this unique habitat. 

For more information contact the World Rainforest 
Movement, Inc., Fosseway Business Cenre Stratford Road, 
Moreton-in-Marsh GL56 9NQ UK; (441) 608-652-893; 
wrm@gn.apc.org. 
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Hunting in Ontario’s Wilderness Parks? 


by Anita Krajnc and Tony Weis 

Ontario's neoconservative Premier Mike Harris is 
proposing to open existing Wilderness Parks to 
sport hunting and fishing to satisfy the demands of 
a special interest group: people who "enjoy" wild- 
life by killing it. After having already opened all 
newly established parks to sport hunting, the gov- 
ernment moved to weaken wilderness parks — which 
have been established over the last couple of de- 
cades and currently exclude the 
"hook and bullet" crowd. 

In Ontario, there are two cat- 
egories of parks which are off- 
limits to sport hunting and mo- 
torized access: nature reserves and 
wilderness parks. Wilderness parks 
are the most ecologically signifi- 
cant protected areas in Ontario. 

They are large in size (generally a 
minimum of 50,000 hectares) and 
are predominantly roadless sanc- 
tuaries where nature functions 
freely. All wilderness parks are 
managed to ensure that their natu- 
ral values remain for future generations. Thus, the 
government's plan to open wilderness parks to 
hunting is in contradiction to the objectives for 
these areas. 

Ontario's eight wilderness parks are: Killarney, 
Lady Evelyn-Smoothwater, Quetico, Wabakimi, 
Woodland Caribou, Kesagami, Opasquia and Polar 
Bear. Killarney Wilderness Park, on the north shore 
of Georgian Bay, is due for a new park management 
plan and is likely to be opened for wildlife killing 
soon. In Ontario's Northwest, three Wilderness 
Parks are threatened. Two of these, Wabakimi and 
Woodland Caribou, do not yet have management 
plans. It is essential for the public to become in- 
volved in the consultations surrounding the park 
management planning process. 


These latest assaults have to be put in the context 
of a recent mega-land use planning deal. In its 
typical blitzkrieg fashion, the Harris government 
launched the "Land for Life" land use planning 
process in 1997, involving almost half the province 
of Ontario. In the resulting settlement — Ontario's 
"Living Legacy" — a mere five percent of this vast 
planning area was protected. The other 95 percent 
of the planning area was handed over to the logging 
and mining industry in long-term tenure contracts. 

Though there -was 
much public fanfare 
surrounding the Harris 
government's creation 
of 378 parks and pro- 
tected areas under the 
Living Legacy settle- 
ment, only 13 small 
nature reserves and no 
new wilderness parks 
were established. In 
fact, all these so-called 
parks and protected ar- 
eas will allow sport 
hunting, commercial 
trapping, snowmobiling and mining. 

The introduction of bloodsport in parks amounts 
to an assault on the some of the last areas where 
nature is relatively free to exist apart from the 
domination of humans. The industrial and extrac- 
tive recreation agenda of America's wise use move- 
ment and its accompanying anti-environmentalist 
ideology are gaining ground in Canada as sports 
hunters mount aggressive campaigns to gain access 
to protected areas. Their recent triumphs are related 
to the emergence of neoconservative governments 
in provinces such as Ontario and Alberta and repre- 
sent the latest steps in the widespread assault on 
environmental protection. 

After a destructive first four-year term which saw 
the Ministries of Environment and Natural Re- 


source budgets each cut by roughly 40 percent, 
Harris is planning in his second term (which started 
in June 1999) to give the Ontario Federation of 
Anglers and Hunters full control of "wildlife man- 
agement." The government has already signed 99- 
year wetlands management agreements with Ducks 
Unlimited and transferred hunter education and 
licensing programs to the Ontario Federation of 
Anglers and Hunters. Further, in its 1999 election 
platform, it promised to enshrine sport hunting as 
a "right" through a Heritage Hunting and Fishing 
Act. 

On August 23-27, the Peaceful Parks Coalition, 
along with other groups, is planning a major pro- 
test at the Premier's Symposium on North America's 
Hunting Heritage in Ottawa. The symposium was 
originally scheduled for Toronto but was moved to 
Ottawa for fear of protests! 

If the status of existing wilderness parks is altered, 
virtually the whole province will be open to sport 
hunting. The insatiable appetite of the Ontario 
Federation of Anglers and Hunters needs to be 
challenged. 

Sport hunting should be banned not only in 
wilderness parks but in all Ontario parks and pro- 
tected areas including conservation, natural envi- 
ronment and waterway parks. We have already 
appropriated and degraded an excessive amount of 
habitat, and it is high time to give the other beings 
with whom we share this province some expanded 
areas of peaceful sanctuary. 

Join the August protests against the sport hunt- 
ing symposium in Ottawa, and write letters to 
Honorable John Snobelen, Minister of Natural Re- 
sources, Room 6301 Whitney Block, 99 Wellesley 
Street, West Toronto, M7A 1W3 ON; (416) 314- 
2216 (fax); john_snobelen@ontla.ola.org. 

For more information contact the Peaceful Parks 
Coalition, POB 326, Station B, Toronto M5T 2W2 
ON; (416) 922-0973; ppc@canoemail.com; http:// 
peacefulparks.engine.ca. 



Day of Action for Rivers Spans t 



BY SUSANNE WONG AND ELIZABETH BRINK 

"Water for life, not for death!" was the cry as 
activists in 26 countries took part in the third 
annual International Day of Action on March 14. 
Nearly 70 actions were organized to stop dams, 
push for alternative river management strategies 
and celebrate rivers. 

On March 14, thousands of people around the 
world organized actions to speak out against dams, 
fight for reparations and demand alternatives. 
From Australia to Uganda, groups worked to spread 
the word about the impacts of dams and the need 
for healthy rivers. This year marked the third 
anniversary of the event, which originated at the 
First International Meeting of People Affected by 
Dams held in Curitiba, Brazil, in 1997. 


A major focal point of this year's actions was 
dam-affected people's demand for reparations, 
which are measures taken to compensate for dam- 



ages caused by existing dams. In Brazil, 
over 3,000 people occupied dam sites 
and launched protests across the country 
to demand reparations for people im- 
pacted by the Tucurux, Ita, Castanhao 
and Lageado Dams. In the Philippines, 
activists and affected people organized 
widespread protests to call attention to 
the intensifying struggle against San 
Roque Dam on the Agno River. 

Groups also used the day of action to 
call for new strategies for river manage- 
ment and meeting energy, water and 
flood management needs. In Thailand 
and Australia, groups campaigned for river restora- 
tion and dam decommissioning. Members of the 
Inland Rivers Network in Australia organized a 
media campaign to advocate decommissioning 
the 15-meter-high Wellington Dam, located 400 
miles northwest of Sydney. The Australian group 
Pedder 2000 organized a 10-day Living Rivers Fes- 
tival in Tasmania filled with workshops, videos 
and a blessing of Lake Pedder, whose beautiful pink 
quartz beaches were inundated by the Huon-Ser- 
pentine Impoundment. People celebrated the 
Franklin River through poetry and music. 

In Thailand, hundreds assembled on the banks 
of the Mun, Kok, Yom, Rubror and Mekong Rivers 
to pray for the rivers restoration and revival. Hun- 
dreds of Thai villagers and activists called for de- 
commissioning the World Bank-funded Pak Mun 
Dam, which has harmed fisheries, and the Rasi 
Salai Dam, which has been plagued with saliniza- 
tion problems. 

In India, hundreds of peasants, laborers and fish 
workers living on the banks of the Narmada River 
gathered to express their resolve to fight against 
large dams and emphasize the need to develop 
sustainable and equitable ways of harnessing water 
and energy. The colorful rally and public meeting, 
organized by the Narmada Bachao Andolan and 


Demonstrating against Thailand's Rasi Salai Dam 

the National Alliance of People's Movements, was 
filled with slogans, songs and resolve. 

In Japan, the Association of Fishermen to Pre- 
serve the Kuma and Kawabe Rivers planted trees in 
the watershed in an effort to promote alternative 
flood management strategies to the Kawabe River 
Dam. Children and elders planted 1,000 broad-leaf 
trees on the steep mountainsides lining the Kuma 
River. This dam would inundate four rivers, result- 
ing in a net loss of power. 

Around the world, innovative protests were orga- 
nized to demand healthy, free-flowing rivers. North 
American Innu people snowshoed along a tradi- 
tional travel route to show their determination to 
hold on to their homeland and protect it from 
future threats. In Nicaragua, students, scientists 
and NGOs organized a public forum on the state of 
the nation's rivers and lakes and to discuss plans to 
build an industrial waterway on the San Juan River. 
Activists from different regions and ethnic com- 
munities in Taiwan gathered to protest the Meinung 
Dam. They released a large balloon in the air to 
visualize the height of the proposed dam, read a 
Meinung anti-dam manifesto, held a storytelling 
contest to "subvert the dam myth" and dropped an 
"International Day of Action Against Dams" ban- 
ner over the Meinung River. 

May-June 2000 Earth First! Page IS 


photos courtesy International Rivers Network 




Thugs Attack Protest Camp at Goolengook 


Confrontation has once again arisen in Australia's 
threatened Goolengook Forest (see EF!J February- 
March 1999). At midnight on February 22, a mob 
of up to 50 loggers converged on the long-standing 
peaceful protest camp in East Gippsland. The en- 
campment was smashed, and several conserva- 
tionists as well as an 
independent media 
cameraman and crew 
were violently as- 
saulted. The thugs 
slashed tents with 
knives and dragged a 
sleeping Canadian 
tourist out by his hair 
before beating him for 
10 minutes. The log- 
gers and their male 
children went on a 
rampage, leaving axe 
holes and debris for a 
hundred meters on 
both sides of the world 
heritage Goolengook 

River. Thirty-thousand dollars worth of equip- 
ment and personal belongings were destroyed, 
including three vehicles. 

Soon after, eight people dashed to Goolengook 
with an independent photographer when they 
were tipped off by someone who saw the 15 cars of 
angry loggers going past. Upon arrival, they were 
set upon by the loggers. The cameraman escaped 
and dove into the bush after being hit from be- 
hind. Other occupants of the car were frogmarched 
out of the car while one man was hit 
with a hammer repeatedly through 
the window and a woman was 
stabbed with an iron bar. They were 
thrown into a ditch and made to sit 
with their heads down on the ground 
while they were beaten. They were 



Timber goon takes a swing 
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threatened with rape while three were bashed with 
iron bars and lumps of wood. One man suffered 
head injuries and his legs were hit with iron bars. 
The cameraman's car was smashed with bars, rocks 
and lumps of wood. Every panel was crushed and 
every window broken before it was turned on its 
side. Another car and a mo- 
torbike were also de- 
stroyed, and everything in 
the camp was smashed. 

When the police were 
alerted, all 15 cars left. 

Seven people were eventu- 
ally taken to the hospital. 

"Violence of this kind has 
been used to suppress and 
control this land and our 
people for the last 200 
years. Such a violent back- 
lash shows just how threatening our assertion of 
sovereignty is to some in the timber industry. We 
will not be intimidated," said Krauatungalung el- 
der, Robbie Thorpe, who is a traditional of the 
threatened area. 

The previous day, workers pulled out of a logging 
coupe in East Gippsland after being served eviction 
notices from local aboriginal authorities for the 
area. Thorpe and Albert 
Hayes, members of the 
Krauatungalung and 
Bidawal tribes, served the 
notice. The logging crew 
was first approached by 
the aboriginal leaders and 
a group of 40 peaceful sup- 
porters. The loggers re- 
sponded angrily by 
punching and throwing 
several people to the 
ground before leaving. Po- 
lice did not attend. 


Officers from the Department of Natural Re- 
sources and the Environment (DNRE) were also 
presented with notification of the illegality of the 
logging operation under customary law. 

"You didn't plant these old-growth forests; 
you've got no right to harvest them. They were 

Upon arrival.they were set upon by 
the loggers... Other occupants of the 

CAR WERE FROG MARCHED OUT OF THE CAR 
WHILE ONE MAN WAS HIT WITH A HAMMER 
REPEATEDLY THROUGH THE WINDOW AND A 
WOMAN WAS STABBED WITH AN IRON BAR. 

They were thrown into a ditch and 

MADE TO SIT WITH THEIR HEADS DOWN ON 
THE GROUND WHILE THEY WERE BEATEN. 

here before white people arrived," Thorpe told 
DNRE officers. 

East Gippsland supports over 300 rare and threat- 
ened species. However, some of these endangered 
species barely have a toe-hold in the remaining 
intact areas: the tiger quoll, powerful owl, tuan and 
Victoria's most endangered mammal, the long- 
footed potoroo. The area is an extremely impor- 
tant stronghold of diversity and old- 
growth forests. Of the 550 eucalyp- 
tus species in Australia, 43 live in 
East Gippsland. Age-old eucalyptus 
tower over a luxurious understory 
of tree ferns, conical-shaped sassa- 
fras, pomaderis, mountain pepper 
and cushion-like mosses. 

For more information see 
www.geco.org.au/attack.html. 

Send letters of protest to Victorian 
Minister for the Environment Sherryl 
Garbutt,+(613) 9637-8920 (fax); 
sherryl.garbutt@parliament.vic.gov.au. 



Albert Hayes, indigenous to the threatened area, 
serves an eviction notice. 


Direct Action For tIie Boorara Forest 


by Martha Clemen 


The southwestern re- 
gion of Western Austra- 
lia was a unique and spe- 
cial place up until about 
200 years ago when European invasion 
and colonialism began, and the native 
forests and its people were extermi- 
nated. Although most of Western Aus- 
tralia is comprised of desert and even 
though land clearing has created a huge 
area that is contaminated by salt, 
clearfelling continues unabated in the 
remaining few areas of old-growth for- 
est. This activity is accelerating the 
already shameful record of destruction 
that has left Australia with the highest 
rate of mammal extinction in the world. 
Boorara Forest, near Northcliffe, is one 
of the few remaining areas of habitat 
for threatened creatures such as white 
and red tailed cockatoos, bandicoots, 
numbats, chuditches and fire-tail 
finches. 

Forest protesting in recent years has 
been concentrated on individual forest 
blocks, with protesters camping in the 
sites, erecting tree platforms and other 
structures, locking on and refusing to 
move. These tactics have resulted in 
escalating public awareness, through 
the media as well as peoples' personal 
experience of witnessing the destruc- 
tion and visiting the forest camps. 

In 1998 the state government 
launched its propaganda campaign to 
try to sell the Regional Forest Agree- 
ment (RFA) — a 20-year management 
plan. This agreement handed the last 
Page 16 Earth First! Beltane 2000 


of our majestic karri and jarrah forests 
over to companies like Simcoa and 
Sotico (formerly Westfarmer Bunnings) 
to be turned, for the most part, into 
underpriced seventh grade woodchips. 
Due to the heat generated by direct 
action, as well as public opinion peak- 
ing at 92 percent in favour of ceasing 
all old-growth logging, the RFA was 
overturned. Unfortunately, instead of 
taking the bold steps necessary to save 
both the timber industry and the for- 
ests, what we received was a cop out. 
Parts of the popular icon forests were 
put into reserves, and a "gradual phas- 
ing out" of logging in the karri up to 
and after the year 2003. In short, they 
moved the goal posts and are continu- 
ing business as usual. 

Boorara Forest has been earmarked 
for clearfelling, and machines are cur- 
rently clearing pristine bush to build a 
logging road hampered by the efforts 
of protesters camped on private prop- 
erty nearby. The forest is an area of 
about 1,000 hectares, a vital wildlife 
corridor between a conservation park 
and Entrecastaux National Park. Just as 
important is that it is a water catch- 
ment area, with three rivers running 
through it and numerous streams and 
natural springs. After the machines left, 
it turned into a barren, wasted land- 
scape — the same as all the rest of the 
land for miles around. 

The fight to save Boorara Forest is 
shaping up to be the largest scale and 
most intense push to end the carnage, 
with people from all different back- 
grounds converging. The results so far 


have been that the roading process has 
slowed and a great deal of police and 
forestry resources are being diverted to 
allow for logging. So far there have 
been about 20 arrests and multiple 
"stopwork” actions. There are already 
three occupied tree platforms in this 
forest; some have cables attached to 
them and are tied off further into the 
forest to protect a greater area. We are 
relying on public outrage to change 
their minds and continuing direct ac- 
tion to reduce their profits. 

On the political side, the forest issue 
has made waves. Even traditional Aus- 
tralian apathy was shaken in parlia- 
ment when Greens MP Christine Sharp 
unveiled a montage of the largest stump 
on record here — 4.8 metres in diam- 
eter. This stump is located in Gardner 
Block, a huge area of once-pristine old- 
growth karri, now a muddy wasteland 
not far from Boorara. The politicians 
have not failed to notice the desire of 
the states' voting population to protect 
our native forests. A new political party 
called "Liberals For Forests" was cre- 
ated with its first policy being an im- 
mediate ban on old-growth logging. 
Polls have shown they already have 
more support than the current Liberal 
government. 

There has also been organised local 
involvement. The majority of the resi- 
dents of Northcliffe are aware that 
the town will suffer from the loss of 
this unique and beautiful place. Most 
of the logs will be dispatched to mills 
in nearby towns, and the short-term 
economic gain yielded by logging will 


in no way benefit Northcliffe. With 
this in mind, local green groups have 
set up forest camps and organised 
nonviolent actions in protest with 
some success. Pro-industry and tim- 
ber groups have also organised pro- 
tests and actions, most notably fire 
bombing forest camps and forcing 
people to leave, ramming and 
chainsawing structures, and blockad- 
ing the local Craft Shop and Environ- 
ment Centre. The centre was 
firebombed in two separate unsuc- 
cessful attempts to raze it, and threats 
of violence and vandalism have been 
made against local "green minded" 
people and their businesses. 

The Department of Conservation and 
Land Management directs all of the 
operations in the forest and is in charge 
of safety in its worksites. Despite 
breaches of its own "Calm Act," it 
continues to endanger the lives of pro- 
testers, workers and innocent bystand- 
ers in the forests. Treesitters have had 
to watch as bulldozers push trees over 
metres away and clear right up to the 
base of their trees, cope with explo- 
sions going off and watch chainsaws 
felling trees nearby. 

The only way to win this campaign 
and save Boorara Forest is to stop the 
logging. As a group we are under- 
funded and overworked, like most en- 
vironmental organisations. More than 
anything we need people to come 
down and see for themselves the ex- 
tent of the damage done and help to 
end it before it is lost forever. We 
urgently need support of all and any 
kind if these forests are to stand. The 
time is now. 

For more information contact 
mmclemen@hotmail.com. 



ft 


ALASKA 

state of siege 



Alaska 

Action 

Center 



Alaska, a land as wild 
and diverse as whole 
continents, a place 
where European 
conquest is still raw, is 
under renewed siege. 
With a population of 
600,000 in a state more 
than twice til# size of 
Texas, multinational 
corporations see this 
remote country as an 
exploitable natural 
resource with limitless 
profit potential. 
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Pain 
in the 
Access 

T oday Prince William Sound is still a paradise 

Unknowable, vast mountain amphitheaters hug calm, green-water fjords that 
are occasionally distracted by the plumes of orcas. Massive glaciers hold their ice 
in fractured suspense. 

From an island mountain peak, you can still see the Sound as it was before the 
first human stepped foot, not a smoke cloud, airplane, city, boat, or SUV in sight — 
just hundreds of square miles of forest, mountains, and ocean. 

But come June 7, the wild character that is Prince William Sound will face an 
onslaught of bumbling humanity. The Sound, just beginning to recover from the 
11 -million gallon Exxon oil spill a decade ago, will suddenly be an hour drive 
from a quarter-million people. 

An extra 700,000 visitors and as many as 2,000 cars a day will start pouring 
into little Whittier (pop. 300) with the opening of a controversial road. The town is 
absurdly unprepared thanks to false promises for state and federal funding. It has 
three public toilets, few parking lots, sparse housing, almost no public safety, no 
medical facilities, and a budget barely in the black. 

“Please listen to the people who have testified here tonight,” Whittier resident 
Bill Rome told state officials at a hearing. “You are inviting a disaster.” 

For years Whittier — founded during World War II as a hidden outpost — has 
been only serviced by infrequent, rattling, and adventurous train passage through 
five miles of mostly tunnel. Like Denali National Park, where vehicle access is 
limited to school buses, Whittier has kept visitors to a manageable annual stream 
of less than 200,000. 

But, Gov. Tony Knowles began work last year, anyway. “One word symbolizes 
what this means, and that word is ‘access,’” Knowles said, as he gleefully deto- 
nated a ceremonial first-explosion. 

Rushed road work has had its problems. The tunnel had so many electrical 
violations, human lives could have been put at grave risk from “explosions, fire, 
electrocution and possible asphyxiation from toxic fumes,” state officials told the. 
Anchorage Daily News. 

Assuming they safely make it through the tunnel, hordes of urbanites and tour- 
ists will spill out into western Prince William Sound, toting guns, Budweiser, and 
fishing gear, to board boats with oil-spitting engines. 

For those boaters who run out of booze, a state agency has been flooded with 
requests for permits for floating structures like liquor stores, lodges, and fuel sta- 
tions for jet skis. Federal and state agencies don’t have the funding, staff, nor 
coordination to handle this onslaught. 

In the Sound, 23 of 25 important species have not recovered from Exxon’s 
sickening Exxon spill (they only recovered 5 percent and still have avoided pay- 
ing a $5 billion judgement against them). 

Considering the cumulative effects of outboard motor spills, fuel dock spills 
and what-have-you, “we’re basically inviting a permanent source of pollution into 
the sound,” observed Audubon’s Stan Senner. “The long term impact of the road 
will make the Exxon Valdez pale in significance.” 







Portage Glacier, Alaska. Prince William Sound dt 


A slick introduction to Alaska 


I n four centuries of resource exploi- 
tation in Alaska, few plunderers 
have controlled the region politically 
and economically as the oil industry 
does today. 

Alaska has always been a treated 
as resource colony. Russian imperi- 
alists enslaved coastal indigenous 
people to produce sea otter pelts, 
nearly driving the animals to extinc- 
tion. Miners beat their horses to death 
trying to get to remote rivers and 
fields in vain search of gold. 

Having clearcut away most of the 
Lower 48, logging corporations 
moved to Alaska where they enjoyed 
lucrative, government-subsidized 
road building and long-term con- 


tracts. Then there were the wackos 
who wanted to use Alaska to test the 
industrial use of nuclear bombs, pro- 
posing to blow out a harbor with a 
series of explosions. 

But the discovery of oil on 
Alaska’s North Slope forever 
changed the political climate in 
Alaska. The oil industry bought poli- 
tics like candy at a convenience store. 

When, in 1989, Exxon allowed a 
captain without a driver’s license to 
board its supertanker after a dozen 
vodka doubles, the nation woke up 
to the type of industrial tragedy that 
occurs when we let Big Oil go hog 
wild. 

Rather than a “partner,” as our 


Democrat governor likes to describes 
them, the oil industry’s relationship 
with Alaska should be characterized 
as a shrewd, lying, stealing villain. 

Who, other than a governor 
coddled from the start of his political 
career by oil industry sponsors, 
would expect anything more than 
selfish greed from an industry that 
flushes $500,000 an hour from the 
state in North Slope profit? 

Despite their lavish gains, the in- 
dustry avoids oil spill prevention, 
clean up, and monitoring in favor of 
public relations. 

Just after its 1 1 -million gallon oil 
spill, the first people Exxon flew to 
Alaska were not technical experts, 
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tions personnel. which has worse air quality than Chi- In Juneau and Washington D.C., 

ich only recovered 5 cago, oil drillers poison Cook Inlet Big Oil has its lap dogs. The Legisla- 
pill, still hasn’t paid a with 3.3 million gallons of drilling ture in Juneau has given more than 
laity — the amount of waste a year. $ 1 million to an oil industry lobby 

lany makes in a year — Environmental issues aside, Big group, has dwindled the budgets of 
I from the spill. Instead Oil sponsored for a deceptive adver- state agencies and programs designed 
their fine in court, col- tising campaign to impose an unfair, to monitor the industry, and is corn- 
ton money set aside in regressive tax on Alaska dividend posed of past, and even present, em- 
tment. checks (a state “balanced budget” ef- ployees of the oil industry and its ser- 

:r oil “is not degrading fort that lost in an advisory vote by vices. Sen. Frank Murkowski is us- 
know what to do,” a 84 percent); have attempted to mo- ing high oil prices as an excuse to drill 
st said last year. “The nopolize against the interests of con- the Arctic Refuge, 
oil spill may be there sumers and Alaskans; have laid off But the tide is moving out, expos- 
hundreds • of workers through ing the industry’s filthy practices, 
troleum, meanwhile, downsizing; and their pipeline com- More are more Alaskans are begin- 
gally reinjecting drill- pany hired an industrial espionage ning to yell those words that make the 
t hiding the informa- outfit to spy on past and present em- industry cringe: Tax Big Oil! 
tioutside Anchorage, ployees. Join us in our calling. 



Ten more threats 


Road building in the Copper River Delta 

The Delta, America’s largest intact wetland, home to world famous 
Copper River Red salmon and the traditional land of Eyak Native 
people, is threatened by a 30-mile road. Should developers have their 
way, this pristine region would be marred by clearcuts, strip mines and 
oil drilling, www.redzone.org 

Endangered wildlife 

Under Alaska’s “intensive game management” law, ecosystems must be 
managed to produce the “maximum sustained yield” for caribou, moose 
and other sport hunting targets. “It turns the state into a feed lot,” says a 
biologist. Meanwhile, Cook Inlet beluga whales are being considered for 
listing as endangered species just as developers are building a new port 
to export more natural resources through fragile beluga habitat. 
www. akwildlife.org 

National Missile Defense system 

Ron Reagan’s doomed “Star Wars” fantasy may be heading for Alaska, 
with a “theater defense system” planned for deployment in Ft. Greely 
(home to leftover radiation from past military projects). Clinton could 
approve this project, which has a long record of failure, as early as this 
summer. At a cost of $10.5 billion in annual taxpayer dough, NMD is 
little more than a subsidy for military contractors. 
www.alaskaactioncenter.org 

Logging and road building in the Tongass National Forest 

America’s largest national forest, the Tongass has been crisscrossed by 
logging roads. On some islands there is hardly a tree standing, but 
Alaska’s corporate Congressmen are trying to get the forest excluded 
from a road moratorium, www.akrain.org 

University land grabs 

In place of direct funding, state and federal politicians are attempting to 
give land to the University of Alaska for resource development. The 
latest proposed giveaway: 500,000 acres. Prior University clearcuts can 
be seen from space, www.alaskaactioncenter.org 

Recreational snowmachines and personal watercraft. 

Believe it or not, plans are afoot for a snowmachine “superhighway” 
from Alaska to Canada. This comes just as snowmachine-related deaths 
are rising statewide, as well as conflicts between dogsleds and 
snowmachiners. Meanwhile, the personal watercraft industry is trying to 
establish a foothold in Alaska, recently sending its own trade representa- 
tive up to soothe increasing concerns about the noise and pollution 
known as Jetskis. 

Toxic military sites 

There are more than 648 military toxic sites in Alaska, most in rural 
communities where food, water and surrounding plants and animals are 
contaminated with toxic poisons, www.akaction.net 

The tourism industry 

The tourism industry is really beginning to rub Alaskans the wrong way. 
Not only have their giant cruise ships been found dumping tons of toxic 
garbage into coastal waters, but they hold communities hostage to their 
patronage, leaving when locals try to impose reasonable taxation on 
these floating waste dumps, www.seaknet.alaska.edu/~lccll 

Snowmachine, road, and resort access in Denali National Park 

For the second year in a row, Denali won listing as an endangered 
national park by a nationwide park monitoring group. Among the 
dangers it faces are snowmachine access and pollution, in addition to 
proposed road and resort development. Though Denali locals are 
organizing to oppose a resort in the heart of the park, state and federal 
officials have an ear bent to the, big surprise, tourism industry ! 

Oil industry’s “Deathstar” project 

Greenpeace protestors are currently huddled in a small hut on an artifi- 
cial island off the Northern Coast of Alaska hoping to stall the first 
undersea pipeline in the Outer Continental Shelf. The pipeline, part of 
BP’s “Deathstar” project, has a 25 percent chance of spilling oil. The 
shifting ice pack and treacherous arctic conditions would make the spill 
impossible to clean up. www.greenpeace.org 



Subsistence is resistance 


O n a rainy day in Juneau last fall, five Alaska 
Native women trailed a fishing net gently 
out into a local lagoon. Police and federal 
officers stood on the banks, taking notes and 
videotaping. The women brought in five salmon that 
day, fish they would later dry and give to community 
elders. 

“It’s for the sake of the children that all this is tak- 
ing place,” said Robert Willard, a respected Native 
leader. 

But for passing their culture onto a next genera- 
tion, for fishing as they have for many millennia, the 
woman were arrested. Though Juneau (pop. 30,000) is 
primarily rural, the state and federal government have 
made subsistence fishing illegal. 

“In 1 992 the state enacted non-subsistence use ar- 
eas, but continued increasing sport and commercial use, 
with our (Native) harvest level in Southeast (Alaska) 
less than 1 percent,” explained Williard. 


Alaska Natives, victims of racism and discrimina- 



David Harrison, of Chickaloon, leads 
Alaska’s largest civil rights march 


tion since colonialists first invaded in the 1762, have continually fought 
political efforts that would restrict their cultural relationship with their 
land. As a way around a massive Native land claim movement that sprung 
up after oil was found on the North Slope, Congress imposed a “settle- 
ment” whereby every Alaska Native would sacrifice aboriginal title to 
their land in exchange for nearly $1 billion and 40 million acres of land. 
The Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act required Natives to become 
shareholders of regional and local Native Corporations. 

The imposition of a western economic model on traditional subsis- 
tence economies had devastating results. While a few corporate CEOs, 
non-Native attorneys, tax consultants and managers raked in millions 
from the liquidation of Native-owned resources, Native shareholders (and 
those bom after 1971, who weren’t allowed stock) received next to noth- 
, ing. Most corporations went bankrupt within a decade. 

Despite the injection of greedy capitalism. Natives still have their 
land. “Profit to non-Natives means money. Profit to Natives means a 
good life derived from the land and sea, that’s what we’re all about...” 
said a Tlingit Native from Southeast Alaska. 

But the attack on Native subsistence and tribal sovereignty, prima- 
rily waged by a sport hunting special interest group affiliated with the 
National Rifle Association, has been getting ruthless. 

For 10 years, the Alaska State Legislature has denied an election that 
could amend the Alaska Constitution to create a subsistence priority for 
rural Alaska residents. So, Natives throughout Alaska have been denied 
the fundamental right to continue their subsistence way of life consistent 
with federal law. 

In 1998, the governor and the state legislature appropriated $1 mil- 
lion to fight a court decision that recognized Indian Country self-gover- 
nance for Alaska Natives. When the Supreme Court sided with the state, 
the legislature used leftover funds to challenge the federal subsistence 
priority. 

Last fall, the federal government assumed management of subsis- 
tence fisheries (which accounts for less than 4% of the statewide harvest 
of fish) in federal waters in Alaska. The move infuriated states’ -rights 
fanatics and the Governor announced he would use public money to le- 
gally challenge federal authority. 

Moreover, the Legislature has sought appropriations to finance a 
“states’ rights” appeal while simultaneously cutting back on many ser- 
vices to rural areas — places ranked among the nation’s highest in rates 
of teen suicide, fetal alcohol syndrome and inhalent abuse; and commu- 
nities so underfunded, a family’s household sanitation is a 5-gallon con- 
tainer, or a “honey-bucket.” 

These inexcusable actions by state government have prompted Alaska 
tribes to march once again in defense and support of subsistence and 
sovereignty. 

The third “We the People, Standing Our Ground” march, the state’s 
largest annual demonstration, will be held May 3. 
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Get the scoop on Alaska. Sign up for a free 
subscription to Wild Voices, Alaska’s indepen- 
dent journal of news, art, literature, and action 
updates. Send a request to the address below 
or check out yvww.wildvoices.org. 



AK Action Center www.alaskaactioncenter.org (907) 56-EARTH 


Mail to: 

Alaska Action Center 
P.O. Box 230916 
Anchorage, AK 
99523-0916 
akaction@alaska com 


Name: 


Address: 


Phone /fax; 
E-mail: 


A more direct approach 

The Alaska Action Centerorganized more than a year ago to respond to the desperate 
feeling that we, as Alaskans, have little voice in decisions that affect our communities. We set 
out to organize and assist a wide range of grassroots groups across Alaska. We aim to 
strengthen those who have felt the blows of isolation, neglect and disenfranchisement, and 
foster a sense of empowerment, inspiration and unity. 

Our work empowering communities has received popular support from small towns, Alaska 
Natives, community councils, and so on. These groups are often overwhelmed by powerful and 
wealthy special interests exerting undue influence over politicians and public opinion. Our ap- 
proach of earning community support first is refreshing to residents, who, once informed and 
organized, are more likely to defend their back yards or their issue with limited compromise. 

In our short existence we have worked on dozens of projects. And along the way the Alaska 
Action Center has earned a reputation as a visible and important player in Alaska due to our 
fierce dedication to the twin causes of social and environmental justice. 

Social issues such as Native subsistence, public transportation, and homelessness are naturally 
wedded to environmental issues like deforestation, oil drilling, and industrial tourism in terms that 
all have a common enemy: vested corporate interest and the commodification of human and 
natural resources. Join us in building a powerful and peaceful movement for democracy, ecology, 
and community. 
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Dear Ned Ludd, 

I have an ethical dilemma. On my ride home 
every day I see this huge ugly tree farm with the 
sign "Genetically Engineered Tree Experiment No 
Trespassing." Being a good tree hugger, I was 
taught to save the trees but this one is causing a 
major internal dilemma. I mean, if those trees 
contaminate the forests nearby then we'll have GE 
forests! What should I do? 

— Confused in Kalamazoo 

Dear Confused, 

A dilemma indeed, but one easily solved. First 
off, the companies planting these trees are engi- 
neering trees for profit. Yes, that means making 
goodol' Monsanto Round-Up Ready™Trees. Those 
trees can (and will) contaminate nearby forests 
creating a virtual "Frankenforest." Those bastards 
are plundering the genetic realm just as they have 
plundered the rest of the natural world. 

So my friend, if you feel it is a threat to native 
forests (and I agree with that sentiment) then 
follow your conscience. How to, you ask (props 
to the "Nighttime Gardener's Guide” for this 
information)? Foresters on the cutting edge of 
nocturnal forestry research have devised the fol- 
lowing strategies: 

Ring barking (or girdling) 

Trees acquire nutrients through their root sys- 
tems and subsequently their bark. If the bark is 
severed in a full ring around the tree, nutrients will 
have a hard time traveling up the tree. Thus, we are 
looking at a tree starved for nutrients and a failed 
experiment. This is effective for trees that are not 
fully mature and do not have tremendously thick 
bark. It works well on poplar, cottonwood and 
aspen. You'll need good tools: Saws, hatchets and 
mallets will usually do the trick. 


Nighttime football 

Get some friends together, divide up teams and 
play any number of games — i.e. football, soccer or 
even stomp the saplings! The point is not to score 
but to cover as much ground as possible. For experi- 
ments to be ruined, one need only ruin 60-70 
percent of the site. So have fun, keep the game short 
and go trample some baby monster trees! 

Hide and seek 

Tree identification labels, stakes, tags, signs and 
the like can all be removed, smashed or rearranged. 
This is especially appropriate when you don't have 
much time. This sort of fun can really cause head- 
aches for the scientists at the research facilities. 
Make sure to hide your goodies well and resist the 
urge to walk off with anything. 

Advice 

Be careful. The test sites can be enormous and you 
can easily get lost among the rows of monocultured 
trees. As ironic (and gratifying) as it would be to use a 
chainsaw to mow down the biohazards, noise is a 
serious consideration so keep it simple! Also, be pre- 
pared for the obvious public relations slant that the 
multinationals will take on this sort of action. Overall, 
be creative. Just think of all the possibilities— GE tree 
occupations, nighttime logging competitions... 




Dear Ned Ludd, 

What do you think about liberating genetically 
engineered animals from labs? Do you think there 
are any risks inherent in those sorts of actions? I just 
can't stand to see animals exist in labs, but I'm 
scared of them mating with other wild animals. 

In a dilemma, 

— IVANA DuMORE 

Dear Ivana, 

Well that's a tough dilemma. Lab raids have been 
an effective tactic in highlighting the horrors of 
vivisection as well as liberating animals (duh), so 
I'm not going to say that people should not free 
transgenic (GE) animals from labs where they are 
being experimented on. I will say that there is a 
tremendous risk for genetic pollution involved. If 
transgenic animals somehow get out into the wild 
(intentionally or by accident) and mate with wild 
animals, those foreign genes could be spread into 
the greater environment. 

So I recommend that people do a considerable 
amount of research before conducting any lab raid 
(or any action for that matter). Ask yourself if it 
makes sense to risk the pollution of the natural 
world by liberating transgenic animals. If you feel 
that the risk is not too great and you are fully 
committed to providing homes for these animals, 
then I say go ahead. Otherwise, I say don't do it and 
risk the lives of even more animals and the greater 
ecosystem. Beware, there is no way to tell that an 
animal is genetically engineered. Even a tag on its 
cage could be incorrect. 

My advice: Be careful, liberate to your heart's 
desire and consider getting those animals sterilized. 


EARTH wont news earth woht news earth night news earth night news 


Awwai Iteration Front 

San Francisco Bay Area 

On January 3, four incendiaries 
were ignited at Rancho Veal corpora- 
tion in Petaluma. There was an esti- 
mated $250,000 in damages. 

Two trucks belonging to Petaluma 
Chicken Farms were totally destroyed 
by incendiary devices onjanuary 15. 

B&K Universal Breeders in Fre- 
mont were targeted on February 
25. Four incendiaries were set re- 
sulting in the burning of trucks. 
B&K breeds lab animals for vivi- 
section. In late February, 29 win- 
dows were smashed at Neiman 
Marcus causing $100,000 in dam- 
ages. It was targeted because of its 
sale of fur products. 

Long Island, New York 

Six different fur stores were tar- 
geted on the night of January 20. 
"Windows were broken, locks glued 
shut, lighting ripped down and slo- 
gans were pasted on the wall." This 
was part of an open ended attack on 
all aspects of the animal abuse in- 
dustry, and we will not stop until 
all life is free from exploitation and 
abuse!" stated the communique. 


Antt-OfnfttY 

In the first known anti-genetic en- 
gineering action in Australia, the 
group Free Seed Liberation (FSL) 
claimed responsibility for pulling up 
about 100 genetically-modified pine- 
apples in Brisbane. Sometime around 
March 3, protesters breached a two- 
and-a-half-meter-high barbed wire 
fence to carry out the late night raid. 

"Our governments should be di- 
recting research dollars into moving 
our - society toward sus- 
tainable organic 
food production, 
rather than devel- 
oping crops such 
as these pine- 
apples, which are 
being developed 
purely to benefit 
the food process- 
ing and biotech- 
nology indus- 
tries," a spokesper- 
son for the FSL said. 

"The Ministry of 
Forest Defense," a 
nighttime forestry 
group, claimed credit 
for the destruction of 
genetically-modified 


trees at the British Columbia Ministry 
of Forest's (MoF) "Tree Improvement 
Branch" in Saanich, BC in late March. 

"The MoF is committed to transform- 
ing BC's wild forests into tree farms. 

"So we acted on our conscience and 
decontaminated the majority of conif- 
erous test trees, numbering in the hun- 
dreds." We cut, sawed and lopped 
young trees and ring barked the larger 
trees," stated the communique. 

On April 1, just one month after an 
ELF raid on a greenhouse containing 
GE oats at the University of Minne- 
sota-St. Paul campus, a group calling 
themselves the "Genetic Jokers" 
visited the US Forest Service's 
(USFS) research department. 

From the communique: "Six 
vehicles belonging to the USFS 
were trashed. The tires were flat- 
tened, windows were etched, 
spraypainted messages left, and 
paint stripper poured on their 
hoods. The building was deco- 
rated with painted messages 
like 'No More Tree Pharms' 
and 'April Fools!' 

According to the USFS, the 
agency is looking to 'improve 
the productivity of forest prod- 
ucts' by genetically mapping 
poplar and white pine trees to 


change lignin content, which ac- 
celerates growth and yield." 

Fcodff fnsf 

On March 26, the Earth Libera- 
tion Front (ELF) made its second 
appearance in Minneapolis, Min- 
nesota to protest the reroute of 
Highway 55 over sacred Mendota 
land. From the communique: "Four 
machines had wires and hoses cut, 
dirt and sand poured into gas tanks, 
oil tubes and exhaust pipes, engine 
parts smashed and messages were 
left. The road is not nearly done, 
and neither are we." 

On March 25, near Oxford, En- 
gland, the main electric supply 
cables were toppled at the 
Campsfield Detention Centre by the 
Campsfield 7. "The aim was to cause 
major inconvenience to the run- 
ning of the private detention cen- 
tre. Campsfield House holds around 
200 men, mostly political refugees. 
People are being held without 
charge, without time limit, and with- 
out decent access to legal represen- 
tation," stated the communique. 
The action was dedicated to Barry 
Horne (UK ALF prisoner). 
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Bt Spraying 

Coming to a National Forest Near You 

continued from page 1 

One of the most lethal and egregious of these is 
Btk. Commercial Btk insecticides are formulated 
from naturally occurring bacteria. Btk's effects 
upon adult Lepidoptera are not fully known. Btk 
protein spores are eaten by feeding caterpillars. 

Once ingested, the protein attaches to the intesti- 
nal walls, where it grows, produces toxins and 
eventually bursts the intestine, killing the cater- 
pillar. In nature, Btk is one way caterpillar popu- 
lations are kept in balance so they don't strip an 
ecosystem of its plant life. 

Human societal use of Bt was perhaps first pre- 
saged by Rachel Carson in her book Silent Spring. 

Lamenting and fighting societies' use of pesticides, 
she hoped for a way to ecologically utilize natural 
biological methods instead. Coupled with this hope 
was, of necessity, a hope for change in societal 
awareness, to work in harmony and humility with 
nature. Unfortunately for Lepidoptera and numer- 
ous other species, corporate societies have learned 
the use of biological poisons without achieving the 
necessary humility and respect of humanity's place 
in nature's web of life. Instead, fueled by the 
mindset of control and dominance over "subservi- 
ent" nature, viewed as a resource for profit and 
utilization, the multitudinal minions of today's 
society have developed, produced and unleashed 
Btk to further manipulate the natural world to 
enhance commodity production. 

Commercial formulations of Btk are composed 
of Btk bacterial protein mixed with various chemi- 
cals utilized as emulsifiers and surfactants to dis- 
perse, spread and adhere the protein to vegetation 
over a wide area. The actual formula percentages of 
Btk can be as low as 2.1 percent. The rest of the 
chemicals referred to as "inert" are exempt from 
public disclosure as industry "trade secrets." Yet 
inert ingredients make up over 97 percent of Btk 
spray formulas, containing known or suspected 
carcinogens and are unstudied — including chemi- 
cals listed as hazardous by the federal Occupation, 

Safety and Health Administration (OSHA). The 
uses of Btk are many, varied, profitable and grow- 
ing with yet more research, genetic engineering 
and the opening of potential new markets. 

Taking its cue from Carson's half heard hope, certi- 
fied organic farms are permitted to use Bt as a "natural" 
insecticide. This helps organic farmers to contend 
with Lepidoptera and other insects that feed on crops. 

The non-organic agriculture industry has gone even 
further, growing com that has been genetically engi- 
neered to produce its own Btk. Agricultural use of Btk, 
from spraying to GE-Btk com has been significantly 
responsible for part of the serious decline in monarch 
and other butterfly and moth populations. 

Other variations of Bt, such as Bti, are used to 
curb mosquito, black fly and other insect popula- 
tions near urban and resort areas. Btk has been 
used by governments from New Zealand to Nova 
Scotia to the US in order to slow the spread of the 
Asian gypsy moth. Timber corporations and the US 
Forest Service also use Btk on millions of acres to 
target the caterpillars of native moth species which 
defoliate and sometimes kill trees. 

The growing widespread use of Btk has severe 
repercussions to Lepidoptera species. Many moths 
and butterflies, as with many invertebrates, have 
evolved over the ages to fill very specialized eco- 
logical niches. Many species subsist by feeding 
only on a very limited range of flowers. As native 
habitat continues to be lost to development and 
commercial extraction the range of available plants 
is lessened. Many specialized species are conse- 
quently becoming increasingly rare. Btk sprays 
that extirpate rare Lepidoptera species also harm 
rare plants that may depend upon only one species 
of butterfly for pollination and seed propagation. 

Unlike less populous rare species killed by Btk, 
the more numerous TMs, while suffering severe 
mortality, are unlikely to be extirpated. They are 
among the coyotes of the Lepidoptera — resilient 
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nation with other bacteria has resulted in the 
death of mice as well as severe infection and hos- 
pitalization of humans. As with any biological 
organism, the tendency to evolve and adapt to 
surrounding or changing circumstances is inher- 
ent. This tendency is increased significantly when 
levels of Bt spores naturally present are artificially 
increased by commercial spraying. Given the evi- 
dence, such spraying is foolish at best and an 
ecological and societal nightmare at worst. The 
respiratory, eye and skin irritants of Bt impact 
numerous species. Birds have been known to aban- 
don nests in spraying areas or produce fewer sur- 
viving young. To date research has consisted largely 
of laboratory experiments upon animals. The full 
impacts of Bt fp wildlife species has never been 
adequately assessed. 

So many species are disappearing incrementally 
ever closer toward extinction's abyss, many rare 
Lepidoptera among them. It is an unfortunate 
anthropocentric world view which allows hu- 
mans to comfortably rationalize numerous spe- 
cies as pests or parasites. It is a commodity-blinded 
mindset which calls natural cycles epidemics or 
catastrophic. Such viewpoints remain in denial, 
blind to our human population rises and the 
consequent damage inflicted by modern techno- 
logical societies on the Earth. 

It is urgently imperative that we join together and 
act to prevent these atrocities. Once again, the people 
responsible have names and addresses. The corporate 
manufacturers include: Abbot Laboratories, North 
Chicago, Illinois 60064; (800) 323-9597 andMonsanto, 
Robert Shapiro, 800 N. Linbury, St. Louis, MO 63167; 
(314) 694-1000 

The USFS is responsible for its inane spraying and 
needs to hear from the voices and actions of con- 
cerned people. Address your comments to USFS 
Btk Project Leader Bill Funk, (503) 808-2984; Re- 
gional Supervisor Harv Forgren, POB 3623, Port- 
land, OR 97208; (503) 808-2200. The street address 
is 333 SW 1st Ave, Portland, OR. 

The League of Wilderness Defenders-Blue Moun- 
tains Biodiversity Project along with four other 
groups, are preparing to file a lawsuit in federal 
court to prevent the spraying of national forests. 
They will be represented by Ficaros, Dugan, Rosas 
and Regan, Bahr, Stotter. The Forest Service is 
already attempting to circumvent the legal process 
and spray before an injunction can be obtained. 
Your help is needed in the fight. For more informa- 
tion and/or to contact Blue Mts. Biodiversity Project, 
HRC 82, Fossil, OR 97830; (541) 468-2028. 


with a greater chance of becom- 
ing Btk resistant. What the Forest 
Service doesn't disclose, however, 
are several scientific studies show- 
ing that TMs and spruce bud- 
worm (another native species and 
frequent spraying target) have 
an ancient role in a healthy for- 
est ecosystem. These species have 
periodic cyclic population in- 
creases. In a relatively recent 
study, Catherine Parks, research 
scientist at Oregon State Univer- 
sity, revealed that during drought 
periods when populations peak 
for the caterpillars of conifer 
needle eating species, the result- 
ing defoliation helps trees to sur- 
vive by reducing the amount of 
moisture lost through transpira- 
tion/evaporation. Instead of 
refoliating, the defoliated trees 
survive by using their energy to 
build up starch reserves in their 
roots. Of course, some trees die — 
providing nutrients for the soil, 
reducing competition for scarce 
moisture and creating homes for 
woodpeckers and numerous other 
species. Since these species have survived together 
for countless centuries without the help of modern 
managers or Btk, then why the "need" for spraying? 

As with many government programs, it is moti- 
vated by a strange combination of fear of nature 
and desire for commercial profits. Managing the 
national forests for timber production requires 
dense stands of trees on large areas of land. These 
tree farms would lose some of the economic har- 
vest potential if the natural thinning of native 
Lepidoptera was permitted. TM population cycles 
peak every nine years. In typical paradox, the USFS 
continues to plan timber sales in old-growth stands, 
while pretending to be concerned about the loss of 
critical old-growth habitat as a pretext for spray- 
ing. Another reason the USFS gives for the spraying 
is to protect humans from being irritated by the 
stinging hairs of TM caterpillars. Apparently wood 
workers, and loggers in particular, develop in- 
creased hypersensitivity and allergic reactions to 
the caterpillars' mildly stinging hairs. Stay tuned 
as the agency next plans to remove the stings of 
bees, the teeth from bears, or even your own 
minds, all to "protect-" us from harm. 

Cumulatively, widespread use of Bt is not only 
threatening the survival of numerous Lepidoptera 
species, it has impacts throughout the food chain. 
The various Bt formulas tend to be specific to 
certain genera or species, such as all Lepidoptera, all 
black flies or all mosquitoes. This is because various 
types of Bt proteins match the pH range of the host. 
Different genera vary considerably in their pH 
ranges. However, while the Btk which kills Lepi- 
doptera may not kill other genera outright, the 
toxins produced and the harmful inert ingredients 
in commercial sprays have a wide range of damag- 
ing impacts. Caterpillars are eaten by many types 
of wildlife, providing much needed protein in the 
lean spring season. Btk toxins from infected dying 
and dead caterpillars are passed throughout the 
food chain. Many forest species have evolved to 
depend upon the cyclic population rises of TMs as 
fpod sources. Essential soil microbial communities 
are impacted as well, with Btk's spores and toxins 
causing levels of mortality whose full extent and 
implications are not yet understood. 

Unnaturally high levels of Btk spores in an eco- 
systems also present other dangers including mu- 
tation, adaptation and resistance. Btk toxins are 
harmful to mammalian species if they enter the 
bloodstream. In most cases the host's pH balance 
prevent this from occurring. However, research 
exists of instances where Bt interaction and combi- 


continued from page 1 
Wookies do much of the same except 
their language is not so sophisticated, 
and they bucket their shit and bury it 
in logging roads. The Mava and 
Muscona people live in trees 
in rugged mountainous ter- 
rain because it is the most de- 
fensible position. Although 
law enforcement have been 
able to pull treesitters down 
from shorter treesits, they are 
still one of the more empow- 
ered actions to be a part of. 

The Efe, an African pygmy 
tribe, climb tall trees to gather 
fruit and walk fearlessly around 
on the branches. As many as 20 
climbers may be in the crown 
of a tree at once. Some of the 
best Cascadian climbers are at 
home 150-200 feet up, half- 
naked, barefoot and without 
their safety clipped on. Using 
vines, the Efe construct bridges 
between trees. Similar tech- 
niques called traverses are used 
in modem day tree villages. 

They are a means not only to 
connect one sit to the next but 
to link as many trees together 
as possible, so they will be pro- 
tected. The Efe are superb arbo- 
real engineers and can tie vines 
into many different knots, each 
with a special function. One climbing 
technique they use seems like a combi- 
nation of girthing with prussic-like 
vines for stirmps. The Dayak people of 
Malaysia (see EF!J June-July 1998) are 
amazing tree climbers as well. They 
have been blockading development 
and deforestation of their native for- 
ests for the last 15 years. Inherently, 
tree people are tree defenders. 

The practicalities of living in the up- 
per canopy were passed down from 


least 45 treehouses and a total of four 
and half miles of walkways before the 
final eviction. Another creation of this 
time period was internets or webs con- 
necting tree to tree composed of nylon 



Giant ponderosa pole pine just right for siftin' 

webbing cargo nets, trawler fishing nets are n 
or circus nets. Activists also used brou£ 
carabiner clips taped onto their wrists to trust i 
prevent law enforcement from using to liv 
their harnesses to pull them from the high* 
trees. Law enforcement further devel- aims, 
oped its evil techniques like cutting off and : 
every branch below protesters that re- weavi 
fused to come down. Another sit to note muni 
was the Mother Ship at Kennet Camp, ramb 
Newbury, which was built between eight ing ol 
slender trees and could hold up to 30 


unique story. One of the most success- 
ful treesit campaigns occurred recently 
at Watch Mountain, near a timber 
town called Randle in Lewis County, 
Washington. It was an ideal example 
of a community organizing 
around a treesit. 

Leaves and buds 

The occupations of threat- 
ened forests are stretching 
from months to years. Julia 
"Butterfly" Hill knew Lesson 
#1 and lived it for two years. 
The most publicized and well- 
known treesit campaign was 
built on her connection to 
Luna and her personal dedica- 
tion, but like life, it had. a 
bittersweet ending. Many 
treesitters continue to sit de- 
spite the losses and small suc- 
cesses. It is because it's more 
than a tactic. It has become a 
symbolic way of life. The life 
of the tree and the life of the 
treesitter become intertwined. 
M Treesitting can actually heal 
| and sustain Earth defenders 
living in our disconnected re- 
ality. Spring, a regular treesitter 
at several Oregon treesits ex- 
pressed it like this: 

"Living closer and ever look- 
ing to nature, breakthroughs 
are made, deep personal issues are 
brought to light, and a new level of 
trust is necessitated by the willingness 
to live in the elements for a purpose 
higher than narrow, self-centered 
aims. Personal vision, communicated 
and shared through simple means, 
weaves the colorful fabric of the com- 
munity. We eat and sing together, 
ramble at dawn and rant at the com- 
ing of night. Everyday is an exercise in 


nonhierarchical organization and the 
irrepressible quest for freedom." 

Spring recently witnessed the cut- 
ting of the Rightview Timber sale 
from the Madre Loca treesit a hun- 
dred feet away (see page 12). He joins 
the lineage of sitters like Jakubal, 
Huber and Julia who have had a 
treeline perspective on the destruc- 
tion of the old-growth forests. Survi- 
vors of the Road Wars, also witnessed 
countless atrocities to nature. 

Seedlings and saplings 

At one point in fall 1999 there 
were 11 treesits. Presently, there are 
five active ones. Eagle Creek, 
Winberry, Fall Creek, Freshwater and 
Madre Loca will soon be joined by 
summer sits not yet publicized. 
Around each treesit or village is a 
community of dedicated forest ac- 
tivists willing to do whatever is 
needed to defend the last remaining 
ancient forests. From sitting in trees 
to organizing public events to mid- 
night escapades, there are people that 
work at every level to make these 
campaigns a reality. 

In a show of solidarity, a coalition 
of treesit/direct action forest cam- 
paigns has formed using the name 
Canopy Action Network. Sharing our 
collective knowledge and energy, like 
branches reaching out, we will fill in 
those holes that have been cut into 
the forest canopy and make our green 
corridors stronger. Treesitters and for- 
est activists around the world send us 
your info and link up to the universal 
carabiner. Sometimes the web of life 
needs to be tied up with truck rope. 

For more information, go to our 
website at www.pickaxe.org/ 
links.html or call us at 1 -888-pickaxe; 
pickaxeprod@igc.org , 


traditional peoples to scientists study- 
ing rain forests. In the 1920s, Max 
Nicholson, who would later be one of 
the founders of the World Wildlife Fund, 
was part of an English expedition to 
explore the forest canopy in then Brit- 
ish Guiana. With the help of native 
climbers, they were able to string rope 
ladders from tree to tree. In the 1960s, 
an American researcher named Elliot 
Me Clure built a treesit in Malaysia 120 
feet off the ground. For over three years, 
he and other students of the canopy 
were witness to the glorious details of 
life in the rainforest. This is similar to 
the magical visits with wildlife that only 
treesitters today are privy to. Me Clure 
last climbed this treesit at the age of 65; 
by 1977, it and the surrounding forest 
had been cut down to make way for the 
Trans-Peninsular Highway. If only he 
too had learned Lesson #1. 

Branches 

The evolution of the tree villages of 
today came out of the Road Wars in 
England beginning in 1994. The 
Whitecroft woods hosted the first mod- 
em day tree village in beech trees 60 feet 
up. This was the beginning of the re- 
naissance period for treesitting. With 
the help of talented rock climbers, people 
set up hammocks and platforms that 
were connected by rope walkways. Later 
in Stanworth Valley, another campaign 
to block motorway expansion from Au- 
gust 7, 1994-May 5, 1995, there were at 


people complete with kitchen. The 
three-story sit in The Beech at Fairmile 
took tree squatting to a new level. 

In 1996, using the arboreal technol- 
ogy developed during Road Wars, the 
Owl Creek tree village at Headwaters 
in Northern California was the first US 
manifestation of the long-term upper- 
canopy encampments that we see to- 
day. In 1997, the Love Pod was another 
highlight in treesitters' history. It was 
the first wrap-around treesit, roomy 
enough for six or perhaps more. To- 
day you'll find variations of this origi- 
nal design, now called donuts, in most 
sit scenarios. In addition, the rocket 
stove has revolutionized some sits. It 
is energy efficient, made out of re- 
cycled tin cans and ash and can boil a 
pot of water using about 12 sticks (see 
EF!J September-October 1999). The 
Luna treesit may be the originator of 
the first rain water collection system. 
While Fall Creek in the Willamette 
National Forest hosted the first gym 
complete with exercise bike 200 feet 
up, platforms made with recycled 
innertubes and sticks are the rage at 
the Winberry treesit also in the 
Willamette. The Eagle Creek sit in the 
Mt. Hood NF in Oregon now hosts a 
pod that one can actually walk up- 
right around a 500-year-old tree named 
Truth. It is now complete with pro- 
pane heating, cooking and lighting. 

There have been many other treesits 
in the past 1 5 years, each with their own 
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Cremate Cargill Continues 

continued turn page J jeering crowd found Cargill guilty 

Just as the last person was getting (well okay, a lot of us came in bi- 
cut out, the AAN rally arrived 75 ased) and dragged away its "spokes- 
strong with puppets and huge ban- person" who was being pelted by 
ric-rs. A festive rally proceeded, the soybean seeds. 
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PoN'r A WN&US AMON&US, 6£- PHft&K&tT 

DearSFB, Bush said "environmental prez- ronmentalists. An award from a mail is swift enough and inex- couple of hours my son was cruis- 

I was just reading about BLU dent," he showed enough teeth wise-use group did come to him pensive enough to meet this de- ing around, completely unaware 

magazine on the internet and they to make you instinctively clutch in the mail, but he recieved it in mand. that he was regarded by someone 

had a link to Earth First! so I your throat. I had the same reac- the same mood the FBI once ac- — Robert Boley (or perhaps the majority?) there 

clicked on it and right at the top tion while reading Chellis cepted an award from a Sante Fe as a disease. For the fucking record 

of your website you have "prison- Glendinning’s promotion of "sus- anti-nuclear group; with astonish- Dear SFB, dudes and dudettes (who ever you 

ers" so I clicked it on and in true tainable forestry" on national for- merits. And to visit Charolette Hi. I am a member of an ALF are and to all who hold that opin- 
revolutionary style they give all ests in northern New Mexico Talberth's Post-Forest-Guardians- cell in a highly populated city on ion), my son is not a disease. The 

the pertinent information regard- (Brigid 2000). Glendinning used bomb contention on the (March the east coast. Though our clan- real disease is the way in which 

ing political prisoners, and the this term three years ago to advo- 1999) Earth First! website: I do not destine actions are done in the most children in the westernized 

whole rotten prison industrial cate the La Manga Timber Sale, now and have never "forment(ed) middle of the day without any societies are raised, not the chil- 

complex. I have always judged which sought to clearcut and hate and violence." masks to hide out identity. One dren themselves, much less chil- 

organizations by their relation- high-grade a few thousand acres In the radical psychology move- great example of one of our un- dren are raised as my son is being 

ship to political prisoners and this of rare Southwestern old-growth ments of the 1960s-80s, we pio- masked-or urban camouflage raised. Your car that is plastered 

to me is the true test of a revolu- ponderosa pine forest. I asked her neered the idea that politics campaigns with eco-stickers is more of a dis- 

tionary organization. There are so about this at that time, and she by listing and was when ease than any child, okay? It sad- 

many groups out there that don't respondedbywaxingpoeticabout caringismore — J§ we tar- dens me that so many people in 

even give lip service, but your the remarkable "ecological knowl- effective and M' Y geted gro- the liberation movement don't 

organization is for real and not edge" of those who intended to demo- BT \ iv 3 cer y and accept children. Yes I know about 

fake in my book and thus com- cut the sale. When pressed, she cratic — and u hardware population this and that (I am, by 

mands even more respect from acknowledged that she had never s i m u 1 t a - R §] stores in our the way, limiting my children to 

me than previously. So in my been to the sale site, and was not neously repairs \ ^ | f £J town that one). Remember, what counts is 

humble opinion Earth First! is the aware that it involved old-growth the broken t V - j j j sold mouse the lifestyle that children are 

Shit! forest. Having been made aware, world we are T f- " S| v/ / and rat glue raised in. I urge everyone to ac- 

— Tiyesha Meroe she nevertheless continued to sup- trying to re- 1 j 11 traps. Not only cept children in the struggle for 

port this deforestation. place.. To r Vi f* / jL\ are these traps Earth and animal liberation. Ev- 

DearSFB, Ike De Vargas, a close personal be the ob- f /)§- iX" J / \ unneces sary, but erything you love and fight for is 

Having spent nearly the last friend of Glendinning's, is the ject of such V m * J they are ex- (unfortunately) in the hands of 

decade in New Mexico and com- owner of the logging company projections 7> / tremely cruel and our little fellow human beings, 

mitting the last five years to de- that was awarded the La Monga and attempts " Mr inhumane. Our Let's show them some respect and 

fending her forests, I am com- sale. DeVargas has a long history at character as- ^ — : j s goal was to prevent acceptance and sow the seeds of 

pelled to respond to Chellis of encouraging violence against sassination has consumers from pur- future liberationists, lest we end 

Glendinning. Undeniably, there environmentalists and once pub- been a painful experience. But, in chasing these devices and to stop up with yet another generation of 

are legitimate social justice issues licly burned forest activists in ef- my heart, I know that we are all stores from selling these devices. humans untouched by the plight 

that must be resolved in northern figy. He was also the recipient of a aiming toward a saner, more sus- All live and humane traps would of earth and creatures. It is hard 

New Mexico, and sustainable major award by a notorious wise tainable world. What this tern- remain on the shelves. Our "ur- enough being a single parent, try- 

communities are a worthy goal. use group. More recently, this cast pest comes down to is just a differ- ban-cammo" consisted of very ing to find a place in the libera- 

Unfortunately, this message has of characters pushed for a timber ent slant on how to get there. nice clothes. Remember, people tion movement without the added 

been co-opted by wise-use activ- sale called the Agua-Caballos sale. Sustainability by conservation vs. do judge you based on your ap- stress of knowing we are regarded 

ists. Chellis Glendinning has of- One of the biggest timber sales sustainability by our culture. It's pearance. Now is not the time to with so much contempt, 

ten been an adversary of northern ever offered on New Mexico's an archetypal conflict of our show off that "Meat is Murder" or — A. Champagne 

New Mexico's conservation com- national forests, this sale proposes time — and deserves real discus- "ALF" T-shirt. Also make sure you 

munity, by promoting a false para- to log over 10 million board feet- sion. My hope for this crucial dis- walk up and down a few ailes and Dear Shit For Brains, 

digm has contributed to the cut- — again from old- growth ponde- cussion is less projection and more that you have some groceries in I see a lot written about stop- 

ting of its last remaining stands of rosa pine forests — under the guise honesty. your cart. Nothing will catch the ping corporate America from 

ancient ponderosa pine trees. of "sustainable forestry" and "for- — Chellis Glendinning management's or security's at- dominating the destruction of the 

Some "activists" have been so ro- est health." National forests will tention more than someone world. Excellent! Now please read 

manticized by the distinctive never be safe from deceptions like DearSFB, pushing an empty cart for an slow so you don't get lost. The 

mountain communities of "El this until we end the federal tim- Hi! The last Earth First! Journal hour or so. Once we began our revolution that separated the 
Norte" that they have confused ber sales program once and for all. had an inspiring article about El "shopping," we would fill our American colonies from England 

sustainable, rural needs with pure Once the logging program has Jardin de la Esperanza in New York carts with all the rodent glue traps was funded by the wealthy land 

profit and greed enterprise. This ended, there will be a lot more City. I was moved the actions of on display and snap or break off owners. When the US constitu- 

confusion has debilitated efforts jobs in ecological restoration in Alicia Torres and her community the UPC bar code that the man- tion was written "we the people" 

by conservationists. northern New Mexico than there to create and protect this sanctu- agement usually scans when it is did not include the slaves, bonds- 

One of the most tragic results is currently are in logging. ary. A few days after receiving the time to reorder. meh or serfs. These people along 

the La Manga Timber Sale, in —Chad Hanson article, the New York Times ran an Next, we would push our carts with the paid labor class and 

which dozens of 500-year-old article describing the destruction towards any in-store garbage cans women were thought of as prop- 

ponderosas have been chopped DearEF! of the park and the arrests of 30 (the deli or cafeteria has the most.) erty. "We the People" of 1776 

down: trees that were alive before Thtmm ll^BH'l!LMlM»jk^is not activists. Although I had every When no one was looking we translate into those who are ca- 

Columbus' tragic arrival. More ejrfough space to amj^t^fepm- i ntention of sendi ng an e-mail or would throw all of the traps into pable of spending millions of dol- 

recently, the Agua Caballos Tim- ^^lexity of issues raised byj^^et-j^'tetter R^SgWj ^^iyo r and other the garbage bags making sure to lars to get public officials elected 

ber Sale which is slated to log 10 f ters of Mamma Bear, Bmtaklup key figures, I never cover the traps with real and corporations that employ pro- 
million board feet and build miles! and Chad Hansen. Bcfcjii5j&an did.' While I love fSjSw«four«fl/, I garbage. (Make sure your garbage fessional lobbyists in the nine- 

of new roadways. The distortion \ opportunity to say howj|j*yisad have to think that (p^flne cases can is not directly visible to any teenth, twentieth, and twenty- 

oflarge-s ’ale commercial logging \jhis situati on ha (Iver when time is of thepjpnce, it security cameras where you may first century. With the exception 

as "sustainable forestry in the in- mE*"Wiwi I might not be th^tarankiium. I be monitored from!) Though this of the civil rights movement of 

terests of communal survival" is a have andjl\ju propose est^)ji|hin^yEF! e-mail tactic was often successful, it was the 1950's and 60's, little has 

great injustice to the many rural, sionappokespereOTjf, s eem^Mw ^firon fet^tjMdfe response. not 100 percent effective. We changed society, politically in 
Hispanic families that don't cut behaljor not beSKmap^^y?g0j^s An gfhiftfsfWould also be much would often find the damaged America since the colonies. If you 

down old growth for a living. In of our pfcgTgMMjpiiwvements ,1jm mo* convenient and easier to glue traps replaced on the shelf are seeking an end to corporate 

fact, many people's livelihood in his supewFack\f tHtEnemwth* pasjrom to other people. Let's face the following day. We quickly destruction of the environment 

the area will be negatively affected philosopher Sfcl Keen""P5JpJ)res it.JMcpt peflajjeare stressed as all solved this problem by filling our and not seeking political reform, 

by impacts on the resources of the projection a®mfqnted|4ga- hi ll Many carts with veal, chicken, turkey, I am afraid you are fighting a 

land-based communities such as tive qualities rVntlf rlfc&lt mttlle ipeqplv^^^^^i^kathe time or cow, fish, eggs, etc. Then, after loosing battle. The US Constitu- 

deer, fish, clean and abundant fabricatiomAf ml enjeipyT— ancyk» with an EF! getting all of the glue traps we tion was written to insure corpo- 

water, firewood, non-timber for- sense of rigAtnels ip one's all of the would brows the aisles, as we rations hand in the government 

est products, etc. Simply put, the position. Check it out. There ae ^R-different cans toaction. Yeah, this opened up the glue traps and (through legislation) while the 

very communal survival that number of mventi(mpa(<tffjgt«# l,# ^cks.lkrtA:'s a fact of modem life. permanately affix them to the Executive Branch protects private 

Chellis claims logging will ensure ters. A few exampfeff|l|^\sfcflmT T|ie Important thing is to do what- dead animal parts, thus insuring property and corporate rule. It 

is jeopardized precisely because participated anq Wilrriever par-' ever will work. In this case, I think that for one, they could not be should be either a fight for the 

of that logging. ticipate, in the logging of old- a mailing list could be the best placed back on the shelves the welfare of the worlds' environ- 

The survival of these commu- growth trees. I am not a tool. I've seen it work. Afewweeks following day. This tactic also ment, or a fight for the welfare of 

nities is not debatable, but log- "wannabe." ( See my denuncia- ago, Ohio Senator Kearns was go- caused hundreds of dollars of dam- the US constitution. You can fight 

ging on federal lands is not a valid tion of New Age wannabe-ism in ing to introduce a resolution to age to the animal products them- for both, but you will be fighting 

answer. Rather, the communities Yoga Journal, February 1995.) Also, strike down Darby Creek, a pro- selves! And again, we would al- yourself. I hope you EF!ers stop 

require resources to restore and I am not part of "a cast of charac- posed wildlife refuge. Inthecourse ways remove the UPC bar codes bashing revolutionary work. The 

promote the activities that made ters" pushing the Agua-Caballos of a day, an e-mail was sent out that are used for recording. world can not withstand capital- 

them sustainable in the first place Sale; I was never involved. across Ohio, and the senator re- ists-democracy! Hate mail and 

(e.g. acequia agriculture) as well On to Ike DeVargas: His com- ceived over two thousand calls in Hey Shit For Brains, yes you! love letters are accepted by me, a 

as bringing in new technologies munity-based logging outfit does one afternoon! The bill was yanked So I pull up to the journal office captive of the state. Just write to: 

and opportunities into these re- not clearcut or highgrade. His goal the next day. Now, I'm not offer- on my bike to lend a helping James Ray Howard# 65679 LCF/ 

mote areas. is to preserve the land-based ing a mailing list as an alternative hand, and I notice a bumper DOC Box 10000 Limon CO 80826 

— Bryan Bird cultures of northern New Mexico; to the EF! Journal. Far from it. I sticker (on a truck no less) that 

contrary to the belief of some don't think any medium could reads: Pregnancy, another sexu- Dear Shit For Brains/Lawn 

Dear editor, conservationists, he does not replace the Journal. But certain ally transmitted disease. I am glad Fuckers, 

Someone once commented that spend time in his community stories or issues demand direct my four year old, who was sittin' If you despise your neighbor's 

when former President George spouting violence against envi- and immediate action. Only e- in his Burly, can't read. For a carcinogenic lawn, then fill some 
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ANP W£JT£ VS A SOW YOVK T KDV&L&S AN P &OOVT IMPS . . . 


cups with water and table salt 
to make salt balls which you can 
throw onto a snow covered lawn 
so as to appear that they are snow 
balls. In the spring, the lawn will 
have brown spots. Oops. Pesti- 
cides don't always keep the lawn 
green. Better off with trees insted. 

— Sodium Chloride 

Hola/Adidos, 

Any Earth Firstlers in Nicaragu 
or Central America, please fed 
to contact us! ( work-s 
are possible also) Plej 
detail, and be patiei 
No phone, remote li 
violent, pacifists onl; 

— Di 

#96, Rivas, Nicar 

BLISSBLUES@HOTMAIL.COM 


reply!!, 

,n ^i 

:,Apartado 

[1 a*,CA.;| 

if 


Dear EF! 

I come not bearing denuncia- 
tion or vituperations so I wopder 
if this fits in Shit For Brains, 
come instead bearing wordb 0 : 
praise. How novel! The one thing 
I like about the EF! Journal is that 
it is a publication of a move- 
ment — not an institution which 
is what you get with many other 
environmental publications. As 
a movement publication, it pro- 
vides you with ongoing debates 
that are current in its branch of 
the environmental movement. 
The EF! Journal is also one of the 
newsiest publications you will 
find. It is chock full of informa- 
tion from around the world, pre- 
sented in a format where every 
reader can find something to fit 
his or her taste for the move- 
ment, from a quick snack, to a 
full course intellectual banquet. 
Finally your Journal shows an ir- 
reverent zeal where not only do 
you beard the green establish- 
ment with the same vigor as you 
attack corporate criminals, but 
then for extra measure, you trash 
your own orthodox as well! That 
takes guts. 

As far as moving is concerned, 
Eugene is a nice place to live. I 
left a bucolic college community 
a couple of decades ago to live in 
dying industrial cities in Ohio. It 
is possible to find political rel- 
evance and even a twisted sort of 
happiness among heathen, gen- 
tiles and non-believers. The dam- 
age will do you good. That's 
where the work has to be done. 
The coasts are too trendy, too hip 
in the worst sense of the word 
and too flighty. Try the Midwest 
or even the South. Be brave. Take 
a chance. 

In the struggle, 

— Randy Cunningham 

Dear EF! Journal, 

I think you should stay right 
where you are. Moving anywhere 
else will be a time consuming 
added expense that will take yg 
energies away from t 
you are doing. 

York City area, ) 
from there, in Fa 
Connecticut. Let 
an ugly, depressing placl 
nature-loving ind ividual! 
myself. I felt m* 
ing almost alone against over- 
whelming odds surrounded by 
people who were either the worst 
sort of opportunistic yuppie trash 
or else they were just too hassled 
and busy to care. Stay in a place 
which has obviously made you 
strong. Besides, you'll never make 
everyone happy with your loca- 
tion. What are you supposed to 
do, move every couple of years so 




everyone can have a piece of the 
pie? I think the EF! movement 
here on the East Coast will be 
strong enough without needing 
its Journal here as well. I'd like to 
add how impressed I was by "Fun 
Guys" saying that violence is a 
lot easier to start than to sto 
(Don't be in such a fucking h 
to ffcamMmf there had beeh 
ting at SeattL 
ave had a 
ling wh 
testers, 
linst 
lembe 
Vail, 
in should al 
lough 


o sa 

ey^lS-hi 
htitMTi ear t e I 

Troper^^lestruct: 
ways be for a good, well 
out reasons. 

PS. I reall y loiz& ePfhe pictures" 

: k-V*' c . -n • - aid • I 

me of the BrigicJ is-’ 

sueJ>F T,e! 

iP^jiSpiie way (to resolve the 
uestiop of "What EF! stands for" 
fthfe Earth, first" and 
en point out that fighting cor- 
porate power is one of the best 
means to that end. 

To the magickal people at EF! 

When I first heard of tree-spik- 
ing, I saw it as an exquisite way to 
rid the world of the soul-less kind 
of murderers, more commonly 
referred to as loggers, then one 
day I was visiting my beautiful 
friend Esmerelda, a tree and saw 
a small, solid object jammed in- 
side of her trunk. I was immensely 
saddened as I realized the pain 
this object was causing her. I 
thought about tree-spiking and 
how pained and unhealthy it is 
for the trees, not to mention in- 
effective. Half of the tree has to 
be cut through before a chainsaw 
ever reaches the spike inside. I 
am troubled and concerned to 
know that this Journal cares so 
little about the trees to promote 
such actions as tree-spiking. 
There are tremendously better 
alternatives! My personal favor- 
ite alternative is tree sitting. There 
can't possibly be a better way of 
demonstrating your love for the 
trees than living in them in order 
to protect them. Causing them 
harm does not show love. If you 
care at all — stop tree-spiking! 

— Faerie Doseida 

Greetings Earth First! 

Man o man was I so rry to rea d 
the Brigid 
tide 
the 
Sout 
from 
and 

veins"|Pknow 
on to 
Clan 
brothe 1 
from anima 
by the ugly gorill 
wo feet, two 
a ‘ 


Dear eds: 

I think it is healthy for the 
movement in the long run to 
examine our shortcomings. I'm 
generally glad the Journal has 


aired the 
ments. 



tional disagree- 
ey sometimes 



My main is- 
sue is thanking Earth First! for 
continuing your newspaper. 
Damn you're good. I am at 
United States District Court on 
my appeals in Sacramento, Cali- 
fornia. But outside, or among 
all my friends your info is spread 
at the yard in my Red Man 
Circle. 

Thank you. 


never seen is 
entary on er- 
re to do home- 
boo-boos, like 
ing the wrong ad- 
umans, and errors 
ppen. I have taped 
this sheet a com- 
bi Good Tilths [An 
saboteurs destroy- 
not genetically engi- 
_ If interests me because 
the Germplism Repositories are 
a good thing- anti-centralization, 
anti-corporate, anti-man's domina- 
tion over nature. 

— Bruce Silverman 

S' 

Editor's note: 

I agree 100 percent with your 
sentiments about accuracy in mon- 
keywrenching the correct targets. 
Unfortunately, the author of the 
piece you attached believed the 
public relations department of UC- 
Davis at face value. A day after the 
actions, UC-Davis had to admit 
that many of the crops destroyed ^ 
were either genetically engineers 
(the Round-Up Ready© sugar bjKfs) 
or resistant to toxic chemica 
Brava© herbicide resistant 
toes). When dealing with unthjnk 
ties spreading corporate funded g§ 
netically engineered crops into the 
environment, it's important to re- 
alize that they will always lie, deny 
and slander anyone opposing 
GMOs. 

— NIGHTCRAWLER 

Dear SFB, 

When a tree-sitter's tree falls 
in the forest, does anybody cheer? 
Of course not. But in a painfull}! 
large number of the tree sits that's 
ultimately what happens . 

Since those wild Oregonian| 
adapted rock climbing tjpcf 
niques to scaling old-growth tre 
back in 1985, lots of trees have 
been defended by this righteous 
tactic. But how many are still 
standing? The trees often come 
down in dramatic and/or spite- 
ful ways, as when Jumpin' James 
Jackson's tree was cut down while 
was in it in Texas (and he 
a nearby arboreal 
the name...) Most 
on public lands 
sufficient to turn 
les. 

1st. On private 
to save habitat 
tocanljbuy it (too ex- 
rewards gad deeds); seize 
:nt isn't ready 
when highways 
s are being built); im- 
prove regulations (reformist, 
takes too long); make it wickedly 
expensive for the corporation to 
operate (satisfying, but a crap 
shoot in terms of success) — What 
else? There's conservation ease- 
rheAtS>where use of the land is 
restricted to conservation uses. 

The Luna tree agreement is es- 
sentially a conservation easement 
but more restrictive. Several long 
time forest advocates worked with 
Julia Butterfly on this agreement 
over several months. Sanctuary 
Forest organization will inspect 
theatem, or precludes a no-com- 
promise oppositional stance to 
multi-national corporations. It 
hardly sets a precedent since 


Maxxam isn't about to put its 
timber rights for three acre par- 
cels up for sale. Let's move on. 
Save your fighting energy for 
the corporados. 

Still Looking for another spe- 
cies to work with, 

— Karen Pickett 

Most Honorable Shit fer Brains, 
A huge hug and "thank you!" 
to Kris Maenz for her insightful 
editorial last issue. I share her 
fear that if Earth First! expands to 
include too many human cen- 
tered values, we may become 
Cultural Sensitivity First! or 
worse, Earth Also?!? 

Many Earth Firstlers attending 
the National Organizers Confer- 
ence feel the movement is ex- 
panding to include more social 
issues, environmental justice, etc. 
That's cool and I respect it, but it 
needs to be clarified that only a 
small minority of the movement 
even attends this conference, 
perhaps 150 of a movement of 
thousands and it is hardly an 
even cross section. Other EF!ers 
could argue we've expanded into 
the mainstream conservation 
movement, the punk scene, the 
|via Udo’s pro- 
ig pagan 
are, 
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With love, 

— Nome Ansland 
Bad-Asses for Biodiversity 


Dear SFB, 

A few words, if I may... 

Let me start by saying thank 
you for sending me an introduc- 
tory copy of the Earth First! Jour- 
nal. Even before I received it I 
knew the basics of what EF! is all 
about, but after reading it I was 
encouraged even further to get 
myself involved! To answer your 
questions, I honestly do not re- 
member when, where or how I 
first heard about Earth First!, but 
when a voice in my head told me 
to search for you on-line, the 
Journal's webpage was the first 
one I found. Naturally, I 
promptly requested the intro- 
ductory copy. I was very 
pleased with what was inside. 
You give plenty of ways to 
get envolved in various ac- 
tivities, and the merchandice 
is nice too. 

Now for my particu- 
lar slant on things. I 
certainly support 
the idea of "no 
compromise in 
the defense of 
Mother Earth," 
but 1 believe 
there are several 
ways in which 
the battle can be 


fought. I got something of an 
anti-technology message. I be- 
lieve technology is the key to our 
success. By developing advanced, 
clean power sources there would 
be no need for polluting fossil 
fuels or dangerous nuclear waste. 
While I didn't catch anything 
that argued against that, I was 
wondering why we oppose ge- 
netically-engineered crops. My 
impression was that, by creating 
quality food crops, that can be 
grown in large quantities in labs, 
the problem of the natural world 
being destroyed for farmland 
would be greatly reduced. By fur- 
ther development of genetic tech- 
nology, perhaps even someday 
organic-based machines will end 
the need for environmentally 
harmful power sources and 
manufacturing techniques alto- 
gether. (OK, so I am a sci-fi nut. 
But hey, some of it makes a lot of 
sense!) I suppose a good sum- 
mary of my beliefs would be that 
rather than only facing the on- 
slaught face on, perhaps we 
should attempt to redirect it. I 
know our resource are limited, 
but I think we should put some 
of them into a little R&D. Find 
and support companies develop- 
ing alternative, clean products, 
more efficient land management, 
and so on. Well, that is just my 
two cents. 

Anyhow, moving right along, 
there is no EF! group in my area, 
but I would like to found one. 
There are currently issues near to 
me pertaining to Lake Tahoe and 
cal wildernesses that 
t EF! touch. I work 
to college full 
cash and time 
, right now. If 
|e any helpful 
lave as to the 
Iform a group, I 
Appreciate it. 
ke to meet a few 
enMials. If any one 
*there is interested, or if you have 
some kiriji ®f list or |vhatnot, you 
may give my mailing and/or e- 
mail address to them. My e-mail 
addy is Samkim4025@aol.com. 

— Justin Wicker 

Editor's note: 

My question is how would grow- 
ing food in labs stop the problem of 
the natural world being destroyed 
for farmland? Are you suggesting 
we all trust companies like Monsanto 
and Dow in producing genetically 
modified food in labs to sustain us? 
I hope not, as any solution to the 
technological society we live in that 
uses that very technology to address 
it is doomed to fail. 

By the way, do you want to eat 
food "grown" in labs? 

— NIGHTCRAWLER 
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Katuah Earth First! cordially invites all y'all to the 
beautiful mountains of southern Appalachia for the 
annual Earth First! Round River Rendezvous — Y2K 
style! We're gonna party like it's 1999, and we're 
gonna organize like the revolution is around the 
comer! We will be gathering from July 2-9 at a gor- 
geous spot called Frog Level in the Unaka Mountains 
of Katuah. (The word Katuah is adopted from the 
Cherokee who named the Blue Ridge Province and 
surrounding mountains, rivers and valleys.) Frog Level 
is outside of the town of Hampton above Dennis Cove 
in the Watauga Ranger District of the Cherokee Na- 
tional Forest in upper east Tennessee. 

The southern Appalachian mountains 
are some of the planet's oldest mountain 
ranges and contain North America's most 
biologically diverse temperate forest. The 
forest here has been labeled "mixed Me- 
sophytic forest," and central and south- 
ern Appalachia are thought to be its 
genetic birthplace. Rivers too numerous 
to name flow out of the mountains to 
create and water the bottomlands during 
their dash to the sea. While the forests, 
rivers and mountains here have been 
struggling to recover from the insults of 
the settlers and early industrialists, new 
threats have arisen in our beautiful biore- 
gion. Unchecked development, rampant 
road construction, dirty energy produc- 
tion and industrial forestry run amock. 

All threaten to decimate the last bits of 
ecological integrity necessary for re- 
covery and survival in Katuah. We are 
working with traditional and not so 
traditional allies and are slowly but 
surely building a movement for change 
here in the southern mountains. 

So, we are plotting to host a fun and 
productive rendezvous. We are proud 
to be in such a diverse and rowdy move- 
ment, and we really want to show y'all 
a good time and what a beautiful place 
we live in! The rendezvous is a great space and 
time to network and get to know fellow activists 
and hell raisers. Please feel free to organize work- 
shops and discussion circles. If you need to sched- 
ule a workshop in advance, please contact Olivia 
at (828) 645-8845. Please feel free to come a little 
early and stay a little late to help set up and clean 
up. Bring musical instruments and come prepared 
to party around the campfires! Also come with an 
affinity group because we fully intend to have the 
movement help us give a major Earth raper some 
major grief. 

We are planning on having a contra dance one 
night so bring yer dancing shoes! The kissing Katuans 
will be hosting a kissing booth to raise money for KEF. 
We will also have an auction to raise money for the 
post-rondy action, so bring cool loot to donate and 
money to buy other people's stuff. And bring yer own 
mug as we have several fine homebrews available. We 
want to strongly encourage folks to come self suffi- 
cient and to camp in small groups. Haul in some extra 
firewood so we don't deplete the future soil of Frog 
Level. Individual campfires are unnecessary and waste- 
ful. Everyone should bone up on their low impact 


camping skills as the site is incredible, and we want to 
leave it like we found it. 

Stuff to bring for "down South" living: 

A good attitude! We've got the hospitality, but it's 
your job to help make the fun. Bring smiles, laughs, 
hugs and general merriment. OK y'all, we may be 
sweet and southern, but we definitely ain't your 
momma. We can't stress enough the virtue of self 
sufficiency. This means personal gear, sleeping gear, 
eating gear, your own food and a way to cook. You 
won't be all that near any stores, so pick up what you 
need along the way. 


Bring a $25-50 donation, to help us cover costs (no 
one turned away for lack of funds); a neat-o item to 
auction off (funds to benefit RRR direct action); addi- 
tional funds for the Katuah auction and the kissin' 
booth; tent and/or tarp, sleeping bag and clothes — 
layers, layers, layers. It can get real hot in the day and 
decently cold at night. It's the mountains, y'all, rain 
gear, boots and creek-crossin' sandals; a water filtra- 
tion system; food enough for the entire time; campstove, 
pots/pans, utensils, plates/bowls/cutlery, etc., mugfor 
homebrew (yes, that's homebrew... yummy); bug juice 
(they ain't all that bad, but we're definitely not ento- 
mologically challenged here); sunscreen (for the 
pigment-challenged among us); toilet paper (if you 
use it, you need to bring some); musical instmments; 
an affinity group and a readiness for merriment. 

Food; bring yer own! 

Transportation 

Frog Level is accessible by road (see directions and 
map) and by the Appalachian Trail (AT). As the AT 
crosses White Rock Mountain it connects to Frog Level 
via the Lacy Trap Trail (#36). It's about three miles 
from the AT to Frog Level, and the trail is rated as 

moderate. If you are plan- 
ning on coming to the rondy 
by plane, train or bus, figure 
out which city you will be 
arriving in and contact us. 
(Although, to be honest, it 
will help us out consider- 
ably if you can arrange your 
own transportation.) On al- 
ternative transportation: 
bikes — a regional bike map 
exists, beyond that if you 
| can get to the area, give us a 
s call and we can give you 
| directions from there; 
* buses — Greyhound stops in 
~ Chattanooga, Knoxville, 
Asheville and Johnson City. 


If you need a ride from there, give us a call. Hopefully 
if you are hopping trains, you know enough to figure 
out where they stop. Like bus riders, give us a call and 
we'll do our best. 

Transportation contacts: Knoxville, TN; Sloth or 
Meagan at (865) 525-0907; domommy@hotmail.com; 
Asheville, NC; Colleen at (828) 252-8312; 
colleenrock@earthlink.net; Chattanooga, TN; John 
at (423) 949-5922 johnjgb@mindspring.com; Ath- 
ens, GA; Hans at (706) 613-5984; 

hxsl403@owl.forestry.uga.edu. For general infor- 
mation please contact KEF! Mountain Faction, POB 
1485, Asheville, NC 28802; (828) 285-0631; 

mountainfaction@cs.com; KEF! River Fac- 
tion, POB 16242, Knoxville, TN 37996; 
(423) 633-8483; Katuah@fcmail.com. KEF! 
Tennessee Valley Faction, POB 281, Chat- 
tanooga, TN 37401; (423) 949-5922; 
johnjgb@mindspring.com. KEF! Foothills 
Faction, POB 608, Athens, GA 30603. 

On dogs 

We love dogs, but we must ask that you 
do not bring them. A great deal of biodiver- 
sity exists at Frog Level. There is a beaver 
dam, turkeys, coyotes, wildflowers and bears 
living in the hills and valleys. We have also 
had altercations between dogs and chil- 
dren, and there are folks who feel a kids-safe 
space must be dog free. 

Directions 

First, get yourself a map of Tennessee 
and find Johnson City. The mountains 
east of Johnson City are where we will be 
(south of Watauga Reservoir). Folks com- 
ing from the north, west and south (ex- 
cept the extreme southeast) will want to 
figure out how to get on Interstate 81 and 
take that to upper eastern Tennessee. 
When you see signs for Johnson City, get 
on 1-181 and travel about 40 miles to 
Johnson City. Get off at Exit 3 1 (Hwy 321, 
Elizabethton) and take Hwy 321 (and Hwy 67) east 
for approximately 24 miles to Elizabethton. Go thru 
Elizabethton and follow 321 as it joins 19E south 
(you will be turning right onto 19E) toward Hamp- 
ton (approx 15 miles). Look for signs to the United 
States Forest Service Dennis Cove Campground and 
follow them. At Hampton, 321 will split from 19E so 
turn left at the Texaco and follow Hwy 321 (also 
67E) east a little over half a mile. Look for Citizens 
Bank, and turn right onto Dennis Cove Road. Travel 
up this steep and very windy paved road (with 
hairpin curves) and enter the Cherokee National 
Forest (about five miles). Follow Dennis Cove Road 
past the Laurel Creek Lodge (last spot for gas, fire- 
wood and ice), and pass the Appalachian Trail 
crossing and the Dennis Cove Campground. The 
pavement, ends about another mile at the top of 
Dennis Cove. The road gets very rough at this point! 
Slow down and follow this road which is also known 
as Forest Service Road #50 for 3/4 of a mile to a three- 
prong split in the road. Take the far right split (onto 
FS #50F), and travel along this unpaved mountain 
road for another two miles and you will arrive at 
Frog Level. Please look for a good place along the 
road to park, out of the way of incoming and 
outgoing vehicles. Welcome to Frog Level, y'all. 

Now, seein' that the road is pretty rough, and if you 
have a very low-riding passenger car, you may want to 
consider going the long way. Instead of turning at 32 1 , 
you would continue south on 19E and travel up the 
Doe River to Roan Mountain. Pass Hwy 143 on your 
right and turn left onto Forest Service Road #50 and 
follow it way up into the mountains. Beanpole says 
this road is in better condition than the portion from 
Dennis Cove. Follow this until you see the Frog at the 
split and turn left and follow that road down into Frog 
Level. From the southeast, find sunny Asheville, North 
Carolina on your maps. Head towards Erwin, Tennesse, 
on Hwy 19/23. Stay on Hwy 23 going northish. Pass 
Erwin, Tennessee. The main road will become 19W/23 
and 1-181 — this is okay. Take exit 31 to 321N/67E 
(Elizabethton) . From there, follow the directions above. 
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These folks here are your hosts, and they are ass-king you to get your butts down South. 
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Bad news for wolves 

A day al ter the Alaskan State House 
approved a measure to cut the public 
out of wildlife management decisions 
through ballot measures, the Senate 
approved a bill that all but overturns 
the state's only successful wildlife ini- 
tiative, which bans iand-and-shoot 

< n 1 

Senate Bill 267 was approved by a 
14-5 vote, allowing anyone with a 
hiuiting or trapping license to spot a 
wolf from an airplane or helicopter, 
then immediately land and shoot the 
animal if it occurs within areas where 
the Game Board is trying to boost 
game populations, it essentially re- 
verses a ballot initiative banning same- 
day airborne hunting, approved by- 
SB. 5 percent of voters in 1996. 

Senator Pete Kelly (R-Fairbanks) said 
he sponsored the bill to help the people 
in McGrath and other regions who he 
says are suffering because wolves are 
eating too many moose. 

Earlier, the House passed a proposed 
constitutional amendment that pro- 
hibits the public from using initia- 
tives lor wildlife management issues. 

Anchorage lawyer Doug Pope, a 
former Game Board chairman and 
author of the 1996 wolf initiative, 
called the recent vote another phase 
in almost 40 years of intense debate 
on wolf control. 

Unlike in the Lower 48, wolves in 
Alaska are classified as neither threat- 
ened nor endangered. The Game Board, 
in January authorized wolf control 
programs for the Nelchina Basin and 
McGrath areas to boost prey popula- 
tions, but Knowles blocked the De- 
partment of Fish and Game from 
implementing it without more study. 

Truth about WTO toxics 

The Washington Toxics Coalition 
recently received Material Safety 
Data Sheets (MSDS1 from the Seattle 
Police Department for all chemicals 
used in crowd control during the 
November WTO protests, 'i he de- 
partment reported the use of an OC 
gas (active ingredient is oleoresin of 
capsicum,), Pyrotechnic CS agent ( 0 - 
chlorobenzaimalononitrile ) and Liquid 
Agent CN (chlmolactetophenone). 

One disturbing find was the sol- 
vent used in the CN agent. The MSDS 
indicated that tire agent is .SO percent 
active ingredient and 50 percent me- 
thylene chloride as a solvent. Meth- 
ylene chloride is a possible carcinogen 
as reported by the National Toxicol- 
ogy Program and the International 
Agency for Research on Cancer. The 
National Library of Medicine's Toxnet 
website reports it to be an experi- 
mental carcinogen, tumorigen, ter- 
atogen (causes hnth detects when it 
reaches egg or sperm cells of the par- 
ents, or the developing fetus) with 
experimental reproductive effects. 
The site also indicates that human 
mutagens were present. 

in addition to these serious effects, 
central nervous system depression is 
reported. Many of the nervous system 
effects given on the Toxnet site are 
similar to those experienced by pro- 
testers. Some of the symptoms listed 
are lethargy, mental confusion, head- 
ache, tingling of the limbs, acoustical 
and optical delusions, liver and kidney 
damage, increased risk of spontaneous 
abortion, coma and death. 

Another dangerous effect of meth- 
, . > esei 

Gossdin's Clinical Toxicology of Com- 
mercial Products. The compound is 
metabolized to carbon monoxide in 
humans, which could be dangerous 
to persons with asthma or cardiovas- 
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by Julia Butterfly 

If someone had told me that I would 
live in a 1,000-year-old tree for two 
years withstanding El Nino storms, 
helicopter harassment, and a media 
spotlight that would strip away my 
privacy and lay me 
open to intense at- 
tacks, I would have 
run far away from 
Northern Califor- 
nia. Such was not 
to be my fate. 

After 738 days liv- 
ing in the canopy 
of an ancient red- 
wood tree, the Luna 
Preservation Agree- 
ment and Deed of 
Covenant was re- 
corded, protecting 
Luna and a 204-acre 
grove of her family 
around her in per- 
petuity. Ultimately, 
my hope is that 
even if people still 
do not understand 
my intentions, rea- 
sons and beliefs for 
negotiating, then 
we can just agree 
to disagree. 

There are too 
many vital issues 
that need our help rather than our 
adversity. I've always tried to not get 
caught up with infighting, attacks and 
pettiness that plagues our movement 
and undermines our strength as activ- 
ists. Instead I try to focus on honoring 
diversity, thinking positively and un- 
derstanding people's intentions. 

Over the two-year treesit vigil, Luna 
symbolized the importance of protect- 
ing old-growth forests and taking per- 
sonal responsibility. Luna became a 
beacon of hope illuminating the truth 
that we as individuals can make a dif- 
ference, and as a joined community we 
can change the world. When deciding 
how to proceed in my efforts to protect 


this area, I felt a huge sense of respon- 
sibility about the implications and 
consequences of my actions. 

The agreement was a nearly year- 
long process that involved input from 
many. Every step and decision I made 
was painstakingly thought out. How 
would it affect 
Luna? How 
would it affect 
the families in 
Stafford? How 
would the out- 
come affect 
mainstream 
consciousness? 
Ultimately, I 
got my guid- 
ance through 
prayer. Many 
people dismiss 
this as too 
philosophical 
and not strate- 
gic. To me, 
prayer and love 
are not strate- 
„ gies; they are a 
| way of life. 

| My intention 
| in the Luna 
| treesit was to 
2 permanently 
| protect the tree 
and surround- 
ing area and to 
help make the world aware of the de- 
struction of ancient forests. Many people 
have asked why another treesitter 
couldn't have taken my place in Luna. 
Last summer, I seriously considered this, 
and my ground support coordinator, 
Michael Rising Ground, was prepared 
to continue the marathon sit. At that 
time an agreement seemed imminent. I 
thought that having another activist 
take my place would not have ensured 
permanent protection for Luna. 

Treesitting is an effective tactic to 
gain interim protection for a threat- 
ened area, but we must employ other 
strategies such as litigation, land 
swaps and acquisition in order to 


preserve a grove. I believed that a 
covenant would be the best way to 
ensure that Luna could live for an- 
other millennium. Trusted foresters 
reassured me that the Luna Preserva- 
tion Agreement offered a potential 
for healing and restoration that far 
outweighed any negative impacts as- 
sociated with pulling out already 
downed logs. After this one time PL 
may never again go in the grove and 
take out standing or downed trees. 

During the course of the negotia- 
tions, Pacific Lumber wanted me to 
denounce treesitting, civil disobedi- 
ence and forego my freedom of 
speech. I was unwilling to compro- 
mise my beliefs, morals, values or to 
sign away my First Amendment 
rights. The loudest clamor of dissent 
about the deal was giving $50,000 to 
Pacific Lumber to offset lost revenues. 
This money was then donated to 
Humboldt State University for for- 
estry research. How could I give 
money to a corporation that is de- 
stroying forests, watersheds, and 
people's lives and have them donate 
it to "buy-off" future scientists? 

I believe that everything in life is 
energy and that our work is learning 
how to direct it. The same is true for 
money. Whether we like it or not, 
money, is important to most people 
in our world. It can be a powerful 
tool even as we continue to work 
toward protecting the life of all spe- 
cies and ecosystems for their intrinsic 
value rather than depleting resources 
and habitat for financial gain. In the 
struggle to protect the life of all spe- 
cies including humans, we must use 
the tools available. 

I prayed long and hard over this. It 
became clear to me that to pay to 
protect the area would be using a tool 
to gain freedom for a small but impor- 
tant symbolic area. I will spend the 
rest of my life doing everything I can 
to affect positive change for the planet. 

Let's look into our personal lives, 
at the money we spend on vehicles 
and fuel to reach the places and 
people we are defending. Where do 
the electricity and gas come from 
that we use in our campaign head- 
quarters to function? Computers that 
we use to spread our message are a 
source of toxic pollution. What is 
happening to a river, the air, indig- 
enous cultures and the poor because 
we use these tools? Ultimately, we 
must challenge everything we do and 
decide if the good outweighs the 
bad, while trying to reduce the harm 
we cause in every possible way. 

For every finger pointing at the 
estruction caused by corporations, 
governments and consumers, I see 
three fingers pointing back at us. 
They stand for power, responsibility 
and love. We have the power to 
change our world for the better. We 
have the responsibility to do it. We 
have the love of all life to make this 
transformation of consciousness last- 
ing. The three fingers rest in the 
palm of our hands, and there lies the 
change we wish to see in the world. 
Let us continue to do everything we 
can to bring about freedom, justice 
and peace for all our relations — plant, 
animal and human. 


r : v 
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The agreement Julia Butterfly 
and others crafted to protect Luna 
and the surrounding three acres 
near Headwaters Forest is a cov- 
enant to restrict use of property, 
essentially a conservation ease- 
ment but with broader reach and 
more specific restrictions. 

Specifically, the agreement out- 
lines five provisions: 1) It states that 
the purpose is to preserve and maintain 
the ecological value of the Luna prop- 
erty; 2) that Luna shall remain undis- 
turbed on the Luna property, about 2.9 
acres, in perpetuity and under no cir- 
cumstances shall Luna, living or dead 
ever be removed from the Luna prop- 
erty; 3) Pacific Lumber gets to remove 
some downed trees (once), subject to a 
written Ecosystem Protection Plan 
which protects Luna, the soil and the 
ecosystem from damage . (As an aside, . 
note that this ecosystem protection 
plan is to be overseen by an Earth 
Firstler-tumed-forester, veteran of 


many woods actions himself.); 4) 
Sanctuary Forest, a nonprofit known 
and trusted by local activists, is able to 
inspect the property for compliance, 
and Julia, as well, has the right to return 
to the Luna property with some ad- 
vance notice.; 5 ) The agreement carries 
the restrictions in perpetuity, even if the 
land's ownership is transferred. 




Julia Butterfly perches in Luna. 
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Behind the Butterfly 


by Andy Caffrey 

I have yet to 
meet anyone in 
the movement 
who hasn't heard 
Julia Hill speak, 
who hasn't been 
deeply moved by 
her passion, spirit 
and intellect and 
especially, her 
presence. You can 
almost see her aura. 
I know of no one in 
the movement 
who wants to si- 
lence or censor her 
in any way, or cur- 
tail her speaking 
-engagements. Nor 
do I know of any- 
one complaining 
about her book. 

Yet movement 
critics of her deal 
with Maxxam are 
not being listened 
to with any kind 
of love or respect 
and are receiving 
hurled invectives 
to shut up and not 
weaken Julia. 

"When you 
- have -spent - two 
years upln a tree, 
then I'll take what 
you say more seri- 
ously," is the auto- 
mated first barrage 
from those who 
seem to feel we all 
have to be with Julia, uncritically and 
completely, or we're against the move- 
ment. This is the same dualism 
haunting the wise-use mind of cor- 
porate-fed timber workers. 

Julia Hill was a newbie to Pacific 
Northwest forest activism when she sold 
her belongings in Arkansas to come 
back and scramble 1 80 feet up a tree and 
live there for two mind-altering years. 
To criticize her presumptuousness at 


negotiating her own deal for trees in 
Headwaters Forest with just a couple 
of friends and enemies, her snatch- 
ing away of the treesit from Earth 
First! or her praise of our worst en- 
emy Charles Hurwitz and his 
Maxxam corporation, seems, well, 
not out of line at all for any organi- 
zation that still has any of its wits — 
or tactical sense — left. 

I helped put on the first Headwaters 
events in the Bay Area in 1986. The 
movement was exciting and smart in 
the early days, incredibly vital and in- 
spiring. It was broken and bruised, 
lonely, scary, frontlines activism that 
kept Headwaters from completely abat- 
ing during the decade it took to mobi- 
lize other more suburban groups and 
individuals to amplify this stand against 
corporate ecocide of the remnants of 
this unique and powerful forest. 

In the process, Earth First! took a 
bomb in the side, was invaded with an 
pBI COINTELPRO, and fended off a 
corporate PR hate instigation campaign 
which created bogus EF! press releases, 
monkeywrenching recruitment post- 
ers and dozens of death threats and 
physical attacks against activists dur- 
ing 1990's Redwood Summer. But those 
were the good old horrible days. Now 
we have ratified nonprofit individuals 
running the "Headwaters Campaign" 
consuming all of the riffraff. 


who responded to an emergency re- 
quest from the citizens of Stafford to 
fight for the stability of the hillside 
above their town. These are the coura- 
geous jocks who for next to nothing, 
except a bud or two, rigged what would 
later be christened Luna, and kept the 
sit going for almost two months. Julia, 
unaware, was selling her personal be- 
longings at Arkansas flea markets. 

Imagine the riffraff shock when 
they were not involved in the deci- 
sion to end the sit. I did support work 
for the Stafford Giant treesit (aka 
Luna) and Julia for her first year. 
From three months into the sit, hordes 
of volunteers lined up to spot her. 
Imagine the shock when "Julia's 


treesit" ended with no replacement 
installation. I was shocked to first 
hear of the sit ending on the evening 
news and to hear Julia praise Hurwitz's 
enlightenment because of his "pro- 
gressive" deal to end "her" sit. 

Ironically, the message of the sit 
had initially been one of unity, similar 
to the Steelworkers/EF! camaraderie 
developing around the Kaiser Alumi- 
num strike against shared nemesis 
Maxxam. Here, in Stafford, was an 
example of how corporate ownership 
of state forestry officials and policies in 
California led to illegal, rubber stamp 
obliteration-logging of hillsides caus- 
ing the destruction of fisheries and 
towns. 

These pro-corporation forestry poli- 
cies and the resulting rapacious 
siltification of salmon spawning streams 
remain unchanged after Julia's sit ended. 
The message is no longer being trans- 
mitted by cell phone from atop pirate 
radio station Luna. Julia gave $50,000 
(establishing a precedent for the price of 
a single old-growth tree and surround- 
ing three acres) and great PR to our worst 
enemy while we were trying to announce 
solidarity with a workers strike against 
this same man who also owns Kaiser 
Aluminum. Earth First! still has a $50,000 
reward offered for information that jails 
Hurwitz! Hurwitz's Savings and Loan 
looting cost taxpayers $1.6 billion. But 
_ Julfa wants us to lave Charlie. Talk about 
mixing up her and our messages. 

Meanwhile global warming contin- 
ues, intensifying storms and droughts 
up here, and Luna sits poking her lone 
head above the ridgeline. Beyond the 
obliterated 200-foot buffer zone 
bought to "protect" Luna, itself sav- 
agely helicopter logged early in the sit, 
she is still completely encircled by 
clearcuts and landslides on Maxxam 
land. And this remnant, beating heart 
of the forest, emanating like Butterfly's 
love from Luna, will be salvage logged. 
A quite sad end to the story. 

It's a pityjulia didn't learn the first 
spiritual lesson of the redwoods, that 
the forest's strength and majesty comes 
from holding hands at the roots. 


FioridaRuckusCampRogns! 

BY YAEL 

On March 1 1-1 7, 85 college students made their way out to 
Arcadia, Florida, to hone their skills in nonviolent direct 
action at the Ruckus Society's Alternative Spring Break/Global 
Warming Action Camp. We camped out at Peace River with all 
the fire ants and were awoken early each morning by early 
risers banging on pots. It was a week of extensive training and 
skill sharing, and all of us left the camp with new ideas to keep 
our actions safe, creative, nonviolent and effective. 

The week started with a nonviolence training session. Real- 
izing that we are attacking the forces of evil, we went over some 
basics of the philosophy of nonviolence — from Gandhi to 
Martin Luther King Jr. Although some students believed in 
nonviolence only as a strategy and others as a way of life, we 
all understood on some level that nonviolence leads to ac- 
countability, responsibility and trust instead of the hostility, 
tension, anger and powerlessness associated with violence. 

We all received an introduction to climbing, put on some 
gear and got on the scaffolding. Some students utilized their 
climbing training in a role-play of a direct action on the last 
day of camp. We touched upon the ins and outs of radio 
communications, scanners and frequency analyzers. We also 
went over how to deal with the media during actions, starting 


with press advisories and press releases and on to effective 
message delivery and soundbites. At the camp, the media was 
all over us as we played with motorcycle cables, u-locks and 
lock boxes. Although we practiced direct action blockades, 
we were often reminded that our tactics are not our message 
and that it's not always appropriate to take action. 

Other workshops included scouting and banner making. 
Our legal workshop started with the reminder that we are not 
breaking the law to get media; we are exposing an injustice 
while intervening on behalf of a higher law. One such 
injustice that we covered at the camp was global climate 
change, a serious threat that is leading to species extinction 
and the loss of biodiversity. 

The Ruckus Society's Alternative Spring Break camp em- 
powered us as students and gave plenty of ideas for how to 
raise hell (and awareness) on campus. Students have a lot of 
power in their colleges and communities. From running 
divestment campaigns to pressuring our schools to quit 
investing in corporations, from tabling at alternative j ob fairs 
to sabotaging interviews with the big bad corporations who 
come into our schools to try to recruit students, from peti- 
tions and sit-ins to whatever else works, we need to utilize all 
of our tools and skills to facilitate change in our schools. 

For more information contact the Ruckus Society, 2054 
University Ave #204, Berkeley, CA 94704; (510) 848-9565; 
848-9541 (fax); ruckus@ruckus.org; www.mckus.org. 


fronflm&z 

Ice Capades between 
Greenpeace and oil rigs 

On February 29 eight Greenpeace 
activists parachuted and snowmobiled 
onto tite frozen Arctic Ocean to pro- 
test the construction of British Petro- 
leum Amoco's Northstar project, the 
first offshore oil project in the Arctic. 

Using a DC-3 cargo plane to carry 
supplies, the activists set up "Ice Camp 
Sirius" one nrile from the controversial 
Northstar oil production facility in the 
Beaufort Sea off Alaska's north coast. 

The confrontation escalated March 

10 when three Greenpeace activists 
holding a banner reading "Global 
Warming Starts Here" were arrested 
by Alaska State troopers and charged 
with criminal trespass. 

At the time of the arrests the activ- 
ists were outside of the no trespassing 
zone, waiting to be interviewed by 
journalists about to arrive on the 
scene. The troopers used force to con- 
fiscate video, still cameras and digital 
images the activists had taken of the 
Northstar construction site. 

Greenpeace vowed the arrests 
would not deter its effort to challenge 
BP Amoco's Arctic drilling. Five activ- 
ists remain at the Greenpeace camp. 

if built, BP Amoco's Northstar project 
would produce oil from an artificial 
island six miles off Alaska's Not ih Coast. 

011 would be transported ashore in a 
pipeline buried beneath the seabed. 
Sub-sea pipelines are untested and un- 
proven in the Arctic Ocean. 

French rise up against 
TotalFina oil 


5 against French-based oil company 
rotalFma and the government's re- 
sponse to an oil slick ravaging the 
west coast of France. 

Fishermen, politicians, trade union- 
ists, environmentalists and local fami- 
lies joined tfie protest against the 
pollution and economic damage 
caused by the oil spill that lias hit 250 
miles of coastline since the tanker 
Erika sank in December. Protests also 
look- place outside the Paris head- 
quarters of TotalFina, which char- 
tered the 25-year-old ship to send 
25,000 tons of highly viscous fuel oil 
to Italy, i ot all-in a says it is not legally 
liable for the disaster but has prom- 
ised S 120 million to heip pay for the 
clean-up, which includes removing 
oil from the wreck and promoting 
tourism in the region. The tanker still 
holds upwards of 15,000 tons of oil, 
while more continues to drift onto 
islands and beaches, trapping birds 
and closing oyster beds. 

Indigenous Brazilians 
blockade mining 

On February 9, indigenous people of 
the Makuxi, .Wapixana, Ingariko and 
Taurepang Tribes set up a roadblock on 
the road leading into several mining 
villages and Uirannita municipality in 
the Raposa-Serra do Sol area in the 
north of Brazil's Roraima State. They 
denied ac\ ess to anyone carrying min- 
ing equipment, fuel or alcoholic bev- 
erages. The indigenous people want 
the Brazilian government to formally 
recognize their land as an indigenous 
territory. Roraima Governor Neudo 
Campos .end local estate owners have 
launched a campaign to block the de- 
marcation of the Raposa-Serra do Sol 
reservation. Meanwhile, nearly 700 
landless rural workers marched on Feb- 
ruary 23 into the Brazilian industrial 
capita! Silo Paulo, culminating a two- 
week march to demand that the gov- 
ernment give back the land. 


T ens of t 
onstrati-dm 
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SUPPORT J18 PRISONERS! 

June 18, 1999 saw massive protests all over the world against global 
capitalism and its ecological impact. The following have all been 
jailed in connection with the protests. 


Robert Thaxton #12112716, 
O.S.P. 2605 State St, Salem, OR 
97310, USA (7 years) 

Kuldip Bajwa DN7230 (21 
months) and Stuart Tokam, 
DN7072 (12 months), HMP, Jebb 
Avenue, Brixton, London SW2 
5XF, England. 

Jeff Booker DN7071, Elmley, 
Eastchurch, Sheerness ME1240Z, 
England (21 months) 


Sean Brown, BP5610, HMYOI 
Ashfield, Sherwood Rd, 
Pucklechurch, Bristol BS169LY, 
England (12 months) 

Thomas Wall, FF4431, HMP 
Belmarsh, Western Way, 
Thamesmead, London SE280EB, 
England (18 months) 

Jon Barnett, FB5538, HMYOI, 
Bedf ont Rd, Feltham, TW 1 3 4ND, 
England (6 months) 


Jailhouse writings by Political Prisoner Robert Thaxton 
"Rob the Rich" and "Fuck You Bearden" available for $1 from Anti- 
Authoritarians Anonymous, POB 11331, Eugene, OR 97440 

Proceeds will go to Rob's legal defense fund helping to compile 
Rob's writings and pay legal expenses. 

Check out the Earth Liberation Prisoner's Network 
"Spirit of Freedom" website at 
www.geocities.com/earthlibprisoner 
earthlibprisoner@hotmail.com 

Cove/Mallard Coalition Spring Training 
May 26-June 1 

Come to the Big Wild for a week-long session of trainings and work- 



NORTHWEST RONDAY-VOO! 2000 
MAY 26-29, WILLAMETTE NATIONAL FOREST, 

ORECON 

Adherin' to tradition, when the RRR goes back East, we have a big oP party 
in the West round about Memorial Day. So, come on over to the Willamette 
Valley, and join us for some fun and mischief. 

We gots lots to see: Diamond Peak Wilderness, Fall Creek tree village, 
North Winberry treesits, a burnt ranger station that we don't know shit 
about, 80-million-board feet worth of old growth (16,000 full log trucks) to 
be butchered in the upper North Umpqua River (only 15 miles away) and 
a couple of nice hot springs. 

Directions: From Innerstate-5 take exit #188 onta Highway 58. Go on 
about 36 miles to Oakridge (home a da burnt ranger station). Two miles east 
of Oakridge and 200 yards past Dink's (market with neon flashing sign, 
a.k.a. last stop for beer) turn right onto Hill Creek Reservoir Road (FS Rd. 21). 
Within the first mile turn right (stay on Road 21), and go along the west 
side of the reservoir. Go near 23 miles to the 24-mile marker post (don't be 
askin', we didn't put the posts up) and within 1/2 mile turn right on into 
Sacandaga Camp. Ya done made it! 



affinities and put tools in our di- 
rect-action tool box. The Rendez- 
vous will bring together a diverse 
community to develop new skills 
while sharing time-tested tactics 
to affect social change. Nonvio- 
lence workshops, tree climbing, 
tree sits, banner hanging, block- 
ades as well as issue discussions 
and campfire revelry. 

For info contact Big Woods EF! 
at: POB 580936 Minneapolis, MN 
55458; (612) 362-3387; eco- 
action@geocities.com. 


Join us in a global converger: 
activism that will change the w 
Come to Eugene, Oregon for a i 
week gathering of coalitiori-b 
ing, mutual-aid and direct act 
Calendar of emits; 

May 8-14: Models for Re 
tion— our radical heritage: 
May 15-21: City to Gardens 
May 22-28: Body Politics 
May 29: June 4 Genetic Engi 
ing, Animal Rights and Biodivt 


penses such as p< rstage, tapes, etc. 

We are available for inter- 
views, phone-ins, news reports, 

etc. and have no knowledge of 


shops held in the Wing Creek-Twenty Mile sale area to prepare for a 
summer of protests in the Otter- Wing and Mackey Day timber sales. 
Tentative workshops include climbing, edible & medicinal wild plant 
identification, blockades, bipod set-up , grizzly tracking, timber sale/road 
monitoring and more. Come prepared for rain. On June 17, interrupt the 
Freddies' diabolical plan to begin logging by dancing on the "Million 
Dollar Bridge" which accesses the Wing Creek-Twenty Mile timber sales. 
Come and experience it, fall in love with the howl of wolves and 
magnificent old- growth stands. Vegan meals prepared by Seeds of Peace. 
For more information, contact us at POB 8968, Moscow, ID 83843; (208) 
882-9755; cove@moscow.com. 


MUTUAL AID 
LEGAL FUND 

A small group of Seattle activ- 
ists have formed a not-for-profit 
group to raise funds towards the 
legal support of anarchists and 
other radical activists who are 
facing trials for politically moti- 
vated acts. Our first project will 
be to raise defense monies for 
activists being charged with felo- 
nies from the anti-WTO dem- 
onstrations here in Seattle. We 
hope to be established as a legal 
defense fund for future trials as 
well as create a database of sym- 
pathetic attorneys. 

Send checks, international 
money orders or well-concealed 
cash (checks/money orders 
made out to "Mutual Aid Legal 
Fund") to: 


Mutual Aid Legal Fund 
POB 95616 

Seattle, WA 98145-2616 
malfund@yahoo.com 


Old zines don't die — they get new editors.. .Live Wild Or Die #8 
A new crew has taken the helm of the unsinkable LWOD and are 
looking for submissions. We also have new T-shirt designs available: 

1) North Amerikan Nighttime Gardeners Guild 

2) Winnie the Pooh: Visualize Industrial Collapse 
Send us something and we'll send you something 

POB 580444, Minneapolis, MN 55458: . 


TAKE DIRECT 
ACTION AGAINST 
SMOKEY'S FEES! 
JUNE 10 

The Clinton Administration is 
likely to make recreation user fees 
permanent this summer or try to 
enact a fee-demo program in order 
to keep the program going. 

If you pay your user fees, you 
will be counted as supporting the 
program. The fact that you paid 
will increase the chances of user 
fees being permanently autho- 
rized. Don't pay unless you want 
Smokey and his private partners 
to commercialize, privatize and 
motorize recreation on America's 
public lands. 

On June 10, there will be a 
national day of action to end fee- 
demo and to put a halt to the 
associated corporate-backed ef- 
forts to Disneyfy the wild for fun 
and profit. 

For more information, contact 
Wild Wilderness 248 NW 
Wilmington Ave., Bend, OR; 
97701; (541)385-5261; 
ssilver@wildwilderness.org; 
www.wildwilderness.org. 


BO-IT -YOURSELF 
(DIY) 


May 18-21 
924 Gilman 
Berkeley, California. 

A hands-on gathering of tech- 
niques and humane technology 
workshops. Workshops include 
seedsaving, carpentry, herbalism, 
self defense, book binding, wine 
making, bike mechanics and more! 

Please send stamps or other- 
wise contact us to get on the 
mailing list. POB 4934, Berkeley, 
CA, 94704; (510) 496-2740 
x3957; skillshare@onebox.com. 
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End Corporate Dominance Conference 
Making it Real: Strategies, Tactics, 

and Victories 


May 19-21, Portland State Univer 


K: W' 


ot content wira tneir control ot commerce ana industry, a nan 
of corporations are perpetrating a hostile takeover of culture. At the same 
time, for several decades, corporations have been aggressively mobiliz- 
ing politically, using their enormous resources to dominate political 
discourse at every level, with the goal of establishing a global system of 
unchecked corporate power. 

To combat this assault, a global movement of people is under way. The 
massive 1999 demonstrations in Seattle against the WTO testify to that 
movements broadening appeal. As in past years, the conference is 
expected to draw as many as 1,000 participants from throughout the 
Pacific Northwest for films, lectures, performances, exhibits, workshops, 
panel discussions and music. 
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Green Anarchy #1 



North 
America's 
very first is- 
sue of the pa- 
per the police 
can't suppress. 

This issue is an introduc- 
tion to deep ecology, primitivism, 
social ecology, diggers and more. 
Plus the latest news from eco de- 
fense, animal liberation, commu- 
nity resistance and prisoner news 
from here and around the world. 
Also, A16 news, John Zerzan's 
Primitivist Anarchy ,Chai Heller's 
So this is what Democracy looks like, 
David Orton's Deep Ecology, Emma 
Margon's Diggers and Dreamers and 
survival trips. Recommended for 
all Greens and Anarchists. 

Only $2 from POB 11331, Eu- 
gene, OR 97440, U$A. 


Fiddle Down the 
FBI! 

May 24 11:30 a.m. 

FBI Headquarters 
San Francisco 
Federal Building 

JustbeforenoononMay24, 1990, 
in Oakland, CA, a shrapnel- 
wrapped car bomb exploded under 
Judi Bari's car seat, nearly killing 
her and injuring Darryl Cherney. 

The FBI "terrorist squad" re- 
sponded with an immediate, full- 
scale counter-intelligence operation 
against Earth First! and charged 
these activists with terrorism. No 
real investigation of the bombing 
was ever done and the bombers 
remain at large. 

Dozens of fiddlets will gather to 
fiddle down the FBI and rally 
against police repression, violence 
and intimidation. Come celebrate 
with joyful music the legacy and 
fierce fighting spirit of Judi Bari. 



Who Says You Can’t 
Change the World? 

Check out E/The Environmental Magazine and learn 
how you can make a difference in your world! 


W hether you want to simply “green up” your own personal life- 
style — or join in efforts to clean up oceans, save wildlife, or 
eliminate pesticides from our food — E will inform and inspire you 
6 times per year! 

E covers the “big” issues, like global warming, the state of our oceans, and the 
impacts of growing population — all with contact information so you can plug into 
efforts to turn the tide. PLUS, E’s “Green Living” departments will provide you 
with loads of information and ideas for living more in harmony with the Earth. 

“Where have i been to miss such an outstanding publication?” 

— - Dean Whitehead, West Hollywood, CA 


SEND FOR A FREE TRIAL ISSUE TODAY! 




[zX'WrjTI ^ • Send me my FREE 
| LaJ 1 J Hi • trial issue of E/The 

Environmental Magazine, if I like it, I can 
| subscribe for one year (6 issues) for only 
_ $19.95. If not. I’ll just return the subscription 
I invoice marked “cancel” and return it to you. 

I The FREE issue is mine to keep with no cost 
or obligation to me. 


CITY, STATE, ZIP 


THE NIGHTTIME GARDENERS 

The Nighttime Gardener: A guide for 
the Shy Nighttime gardener in North 
Amerika. 

With detailed instructions on how 
to research, locate and destroy ge- 
netically engineered crops. 

Available now for free from 
nighttimegardeners@angelfire.com. 


Fall Creek Tree Village Jubilee! 

June 5-12 

Red Cloud Thunder has occupied the Clark Timber Sale in the Willamette 
National Forest since April 20, 1998. Since then, this forest has served as 
training/spawning ground for grassroots, no-compromise activism inform- 
ing many of the importance of our public lands 

Join us for a week of intensive workshops, campaign sharing, campfire 
revelry and aboreal piracy! 

Workshop topics include: direct action logistics, camp craft, alternative 
medicine, wilderness survival and networking. 

Please come as self-sufficient as possible. Bring food, fuel, gear and an open 
mind. For more information contact, Red Cloud Thunder/Cascadia Forest 
Defenders, POB 11122, Eugene, OR, 97940; (541) 684-8977. 


Moonshadow Needs Interns 

We are looking for interns who are 
interested in learning about garden- 
ing and alternative construction 
methods as well as those who want to 
focus on media, environmental and 
social justice activism, art, computer 
communications, office organization 
and non-profit development. 

We encourage perspective interns 
to come for at least two weeks. Then, 
if it's a win-win situation, they stay as 
long as it's good for all involved . All 
interns are asked to provide $5 a day 
for food (we follow a vegetarian diet) 
and general costs. We have a number 
of outbuildings that are ready for oc- 
cupancy for those who bring bedding 
and a flashlight. No pets or livestock. 

Moonshadow, which functions 
as a home in addition to an office 
and research center for the Sequatchie 
Valley Institute (SVI), is located on 
300 acres of mixed deciduous forest 
on a mountainside in the Sequatchie 
Valley, of southeastern Tennessee. 

Please contact us for more infor- 
mation. The Sequatchie Valley In- 
stitute - Route One, Box 304, 
Whitwell, TN 37397; (423) 949- 
5922 carol-kimmons@utc.edu; 
mediarights@bledsoe.net 
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LIVE RENT-FREE, WORLDWIDE 


#1 Sour co f or c>] 


E Magazine, P.O. Box 2047, Marion, OH 43305 

For Faster Service Call 1-800-967-6572 ! 




The Caretaker Gazette is for 
those who would like to live rent- 
free and caretake properties 
worldwide. Published since 1983, 
subscribers receive 600+ property 
caretaking opportunities each year. 
Subscriptions are only $27/year. The 
Caretaker Gazette, Box 5887-EF, 
Carefree, AZ 85377(480) 488-1970 
or browse: www.caretaker.org 
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disease, and Yellowstone cutthroat trout, 
which are threatened by whirling dis- 
ease and introduced lake trout in 
Yellowstone Lake 

Chip mill arrestees 
sentenced to research 

Twoanti-logging activists who staged 
a protest at the Keystone Chipping mill 
neat Kane, Pennsylvania < an avoid jail 
if they write research papers on the 
attributes oi logging in the Allegheny 
National Forest. 

loshua Colin and Shannon Hughes 
were sentenced in March in McKean 
County Court for an CX'tohei 1 998 inci- 
dent where they blocke d access toa mill 
owned by Willamette Industries. 
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1 he ABCs of Anarchism 


MUSIC REVIEW BY SLEVE 

Both Chumbawamba and Negativland have been hovering 
on the fringes of the subcultural music world since the early 
'80s, although in very different areas. Negativland is rooted in 
US cassette-culture experimentalism, while Chumbawamba 
began as one of the "Crass bands" of '80s UK political punk. 
Both have gotten into legal troubles in the past for copyright 
infringement. "Your best en- 


close to this, although there's 

a readily obvious sense of snotty humor as opposed to 
jTchkungl's grim militancy. 

Hear Chumbawamba gleefully destroy their big hit song 
as they collage it to pieces and change the speed! Rock out 
to stolen music from the Spice Girls, the Beastie Boys, the 
M*A*S*H theme, the Sex Pistols and Grandmaster Flash 
(stealing from Chic, everyone's a plagiarist!) Try to find 
out where those bands actually are in this overdriven 
short-attention-span cutup! Guess how long it will be 


until they are sued, this record becomes illegal and you 
can sell your spare copy for $100 (like the last banned 
Negativland record, U2)\ Wonderwhere the Country Bunny 
Children's Boutique across from Oak Court Mall really is! 
Gasp as scummy advertising guys caught on tape talk 
about how to create fear in consumers while controlling 
the water supply! (I'm not kidding, unfortunately.) 

Oh yes... this record actually does have a unifying 

theme besides Teletubbies 
and the Cookie Monster, as 
Negativland member "The 
Weatherman" reads from 
Alex Berkman's 1929 classic 
The ABC's Of Anarchism. 
Berkman's explanation/exal- 
tation of anarcho-philosophy 
hasn't dated much and still 
holds up. In addition, we get 
relevant quotes from Doris 
Lessing (any EFiers who have 
not read Prisons We Choose To 
Live Inside should put it on 
their list), Noam Chomsky 
and the Teletubbies. 

Political, noisy and enter- 
taining, along with a direct 
action bedtime story for the 
kids... What more do you 
want? Give that acoustic gui- 
tar a rest and check this CD 
out. Unfortunately it's not on 
vinyl, so I can't cut it up even more on my turntables. You 
could probably write for a tape. Both of these bands also 
have extensive back catalogs. Chumbawamba's English 
Rebel Songs or Anarchy and Negativland's brilliant Dispepsi 
CD are good starting points. 

To order The ABC's of Anarchism, send $10 to the 
Journal , or write to Negativland, 1920 Monument Blvd. 
MF-1, Concord, CA 94520; or Chumbawamba, POB TR666, 
Leeds LSI 2 3XJ UK. 


VIDEO REVIEW BY GARY MACFARLANE 

As depicted in the Cold Mountain, 
Cold River's new video release, Mining 
the Land of Cain, much is at stake in 
North Eastern portion of America. La- 
brador is the eastern end of the Quebec 
peninsula and is considered as part of 
the province of Newfoundland, Canada. 
It is a land of caribou, sparse northern 
boreal forests, anadromous fish and the 
cold northern Atlantic Ocean. The land- 
scape is carved out of 


rounded off baldies but the valleys re- 
tain U-shaped characteristics. 

The second is the native people of 
the area — the Cfee. The direct docu- 
mentary approach is taken where the 
interviews and camera angles use a 
matter-of-fact style that underscores 
the credibility of the message by 
avoiding dramatization or over state- 
ment. This same approach has been 
used to great success in such noted 
documentary films as Treblinka. 


0 

sequences on the non-human inhabit- 
ants of the area. 

There are two striking impressions I 
have from viewing Mining the Land of 
Cain. The first is the stark, beautiful 
landscape found in Labrador. No won- 
der the Innu love this place. Imagine a 
fjord land that has been weathered by a 
few million years of geologic processes 
where the tops of mountains are 


The interviews bore into your con- 
sciousness. One Innu woman in par- 
ticular, stands out as an icon for all 
indigenous people. At once she re- 
sembles photos I've seen of the Saami 
or Lapp people of northern Norway, 
Sweden, Finland and Russia, the Inuit 
of Alaska and Canada, and most in- 
terestingly, a Gaelic woman (photo 
circa 1850) struggling through the 


it the valleys re- aftermath of Black '47, the potato fam- 
;ristics. ine in the Irish countryside, 

lative people of The editing process goes back and 
he direct docu- forth between interviews, the land 
aken where the and the issue surrounding nickel de- 
ra angles use a velopment. One can't forget the in- 
lat underscores terconnection by this approach. It is 
te message by like reading a Noam Chomsky book 
m or over state- where he methodically demolishes 
roach has been the opposition, point by point, 
in such noted ThefilmdocumentstheCree'sstmggle 
i Treblinka. to draw the Canadian government's 

attention to their in- 
digenous rights. 
When the video was 
made in '98 there had 
been no decision on 
the mining permit. 

Although the Ca- 
nadian government 
recently granted the 
corporation's 'mining 
permit, it is contin- 
gent upon consulta- 
tion with the Cree. 
This consultation 
process could greatly 
alter or even end the 
company's plans for 
Voisey Bay. One can 
Innu youth at Voisey Bay circa early 1 900s only hope for the best 


for the Cree and the other inhabitants 
of this land. 

Get this video and see it. We need 
more of this kind of understated and 
powerful work. 

To purchase one of your own contact 
Cold Mountain, Cold Rivers Video 
Project, POB 7941, Missoula, MT 59807; 
(406) 728-0867; cmcr@wildrockies.org; 
www.wildrockies.org/cmcr. 
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Earth First! Trinkets and Snake Oil 


BOOKS 

Anarchist Farm 

By Jane Doe. This anarchist version of Ani- 
mal Farm will inspire activists young and 
old. A great read! Fiction, 192 pages, $10. 

Concrete 

By Paul Chadwick. A full-color, illustrated 
comic (graphic) novel about a group of EF!ers 
who contact Concrete (a mountaineer/writer 
trapped in a large concrete body) to help save 
an old-growth forest. Full of EF! history and 
philosophy. Fiction, 160 pages, $18. 

Desert Solitaire: 

A Season in the Wilderness 

By Edward Abbey. Our favorite naturalist 
poetically shares his experience as a ranger 
in desert country. Nonfiction, 337 pages, $7. 

Do or Die #8: 

Voices from Earth First! 

This journal is filled to the brim with direct 
action, resistance, theory, critique, sabotage, 
and subversion. British EFIers have put to- 
gether a must read for revolutionary ecolo- 
gists. This may be the last issue, so order 
now while supplies last! 345 pages, $15. 

Earth First! 

Direct Action Manual 

The antidote to despair. Everything you need 
to know about blockading tactics, techniques 
and devices to defend the Earth, from 
monkeywrenching to civil disobedience. 
Fully illustrated, lots of diagrams and graph- 
ics, 154 pages, $8. 

Earth First! 

Campfire Poems: 

An Anthology of Biocentric 
Poetry 

Edited by Dennis Fritzinger, Karen Coulter 
and Dwight Metzger. Dozens of poets includ- 
ing Rod Coronado, Karen Coulter, Darryl 
Echt, Dennis Fritzinger, Peter Galvin, 
Mathew Haun, Lone Wolf Circles, Asante 
Riverwind, Snaggletooth and Faith Walker. 
Reading list, 237 pages, $10. 

ECODEFENSE: 

A Field Guide to 
Monkeywrenching 

Edited by Dave Foreman and Bill 
Haywood. Forward by Edward Abbey. The 
monkeywrencher’s bible. (Make sure to 
read the security chapter!) Extensively re- 
vised, expanded third edition. Illustrated, 
352 pages, $18. 



Ecological Resistance 
Movements: 

The Global Emergence of 
Radical and Popular 
Environmentalism 

Edited by Bron Taylor. A thorough study 
of the driving forces behind radical envi- 
ronmental movements around the world. 
Nonfiction, 422 pages, $20. 

The End of Nature 

By Bill McKibben. A Compilation of 
apocalyptic theory and bottom-line solu- 
tions. McKibben pulls no punches in this 
enlightening science-based thrashing of 
industrial civilization. Nonfiction, 226 
pages, $12. 

Green Rage: 

Radical Environmentalism 
and the Unmaking of 
Civilization 

By Christopher Manes. A brilliant defense 
of radical environmentalism, challenging 
the ethics of modem industrial society and 
asserting the right of the natural world to 
blossom, evolve and exist for its own sake. 
Nonfiction, 291 pages, $13. 

Grizzly Years: 

In Search of the American 
Wilderness 

By Doug Peacock. A chilling account of 
tracking grizzly in the wilderness of Mon- 
tana. Grizzly Years is a soul jerking adven- 
ture story. Nonfiction, 288 pages, $14. 

The Monkey wrench Gang 

By Edward Abbey. A damn good book 
about people who are fed up with devel- 
opment and do something about it. Fiction, 
387 pages, $7. 

A Sand County Almanac 
And Sketches Here and 
There 

By Aldo Leopold. Introduction by Robert 
Finch. Illustrated by Charles W. Schwartz. 
Special edition commemorating Leopold’s 
100th birthday. A classic description of 
land preservation ethics. Written in 1945, 
Leopold was way ahead of his time. Non- 
fiction, 228 pages, $10. 

Think Like a Mountain: 
Toward a Council of 
All Beings 

By John Seed, Joanna Macy, Pat Fleming 
and Arne Naess. Illustrated by Dailan 
Pugh. This revolutionary book probes into 
how we are all really animals at heart. 
Nonfiction, 128 pages, $10. 

Refuge 

By Terry Tempest Williams. An unnatural 
story of life in the radioactive American 
West. Tempest William’s masterpiece inter- 
weaves her mother’s breast cancer and shore- 
birds threatened by the rise of the Great Salt 
Lake. Nonfiction, 304 pages, $12. 

Waste of the West: 

Public Lands Ranching 

By Lynn Jacobs. Encyclopedic overview 
of grazing. Contains contact list, graphics, 
charts and maps. A monster of a book. 
Nonfiction, large format, illustrated, 602 
pages!, $28. 




ke Lives! 

her Be Monkeywrenching 

■ Pecker Was As Small As 


Mine You’d 


Stop the Foresi Service. 

Save Our Wild Country 
Subvert die Dominant Paradigm 
Thank You For Not Breeding 
Think Globally, Act Locally 
Visualize Industrial Collapse 


(non-removable paper, $ 
ru Hike My Beet- 
Poached. Thanks 
Love Your Mother, 
Don’t Become A Father 




jTchkung! 

Resistance,Sabotage & Music 
Video about opposition to the industrial 
machine, EF! direct action and the 
IWW. Approximately 90 minutes. 

VHS — $8 


Negativland/Chumbawamba 

The ABCs of Anarchism 

See review page 32 

CD— $10 

Enough Rope 

Professional Dreamers 

Acoustic folk duo from Oklahoma 

CD— $10 


I 1 

l EF! Merchandise Order Form l 



City State / Country Zip. 

Make checks payable to the Earth First! Journal, POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440. 
Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. Questions? Call (541) 344-8004, Mondays 4-6. 


I City State /Country Zip | 

I * I 

Make checks payable to the Earth First! Journal, POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440. ; 

Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. Questions? Call (541 >344-8004, Mondays 4-6. 1 
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TheSaq^;: 
Redwood Forest 


“This book brings the magic of the 
ancient redwoods to children and 
relates their real-world destruction in 
an honest way.. .the ancient redwoods 
are the anecdote to our despair, and 
through this book, children can come to 
learn this magic.” 

Josh Brown 

North Coast Earth First! 

■ 

“This is a pro-environment 
book... suggesting that children wake up 
their parents to what’s really 
important” 

The Beltane Papers 

“A sensitive and beautifully illustrated heart-opening book that brings 
you back to nature-a beautiful gift for all ages and seasons!” 

Sacred Media 

The Sacred Redwood Forest is a very beautifully illustrated 
children’s book describing the peace, love and contentment that 
can be experienced in a redwood forest. Through the eyes of a 
young girl, we learn why the last remaining unprotected old- 
growth forests should be saved, and about the senseless 
destruction already wrought upon them. 

Throughout, the book maintains a magical sense of wonder, 
with nymphs, fairies, banana slugs, raccoons, a Forest Goddess 
and an Ancient Magician all sharing in the book’s message of 
love and forgiveness. 

ISBN: 156 167 558 X 
Available at bookstores 
Price: $15.95, Hardcover, 40 pp 
Distributed by Partners West and Ingram 
Visit www.peak.org/~forests 


pickAxe: 


The Story of the Warner 
Creek Blockade 


One and one-half hours of incredible footage documenting one of the 
most successful campaigns in Earth First! history. Music features 
Tchkungl, Joules Graves, Casey Neill, Peter 
Wilde and others. To set up a 
screening in your area: 1-888- 

ninbHun. iininaa ninlrnuA ami 


screening in your area: 1-888- 
pickAxe; www.pickaxe.org. 

$12 per tape 


RIPWT0N30 r 

The real story of November 30, 

1999 in Seattle. $5 per tape 

Send checks , etc. to pickAxe productions, 1430 
Wiilnmette PMB 506, Eugene, OR 97401. Shipping and 
handling $5/ofder; overseas airmail, add $5 




Turn Your pnone Into An 

EarthPhone! 

You make die call: Do you want your telephone bill supporting obnoxious 


cST With our Affinity Long Distance service, every time you make a long dis* 
§7 tance call, 5% of your charges go to Earth First! Journal. 

We offer you a choice of rate plans; 15«/minute all the time; lOt off*peak/25f 
peak (Mon.-Fri. 7-7); or 10< all the time (lot plan has $5 monthly fee if usage is below 
$30). Also, low rates for in*state calls and business phones; calling cards; etc. 

More information: Steve Freedkin, 510*644-2778, Steve@IntemetAddress.com, 
or on the Web at: http://home.sprintmaii.com/~sfreedkin/afTuiity.html 


TRIE-SIT 

The Art ot Resistance 



•vr AK 1 UP! IT* TIM* ro* INVOLUTION’ 

■Zulu inaerfi 

iv. vyw.treejit.org 



Headwaters Action Video Collective 

is nearing the completion of a feature jy 
length film called "Tree-Sit’.' Help support'll 
this grass-roots, non-profit effort by 
ordering an organic "Tree-Sit" tee-shirt 
$25-3100 (suggested donation) 
sizes S M L XL jjj 

or order one of our videos below. 

Send donations to: 

HAVC - P.O.Box 2198 
Redway CA 95560 

$3.50 shipping (USA) $8.00 (worldwide) 

Videos from HAVC www.havc.org 
Timber GAP $20 * PAL avaliable 

Showdown in Seattle $25 
*Luna - The Stafford Giant Tree-Sit $20 
* Fire in The Eyes $15 
Headwaters '97 - Call to Action $15 
Headwaters - No Compromise! $15 
415-820-1 635 Ask for our activist rates 


SK6WB0WK 
IN SEATTLE: 

fIVE 0*Y5 tX« 
snaoi mums 


* 


MHXe! MO« » 

te-aeKtm m » *“ 54 J®** . , 

-'rcrawi sN a® iwr.w* fift W «« 





Fund for 
Wild Nature 

A non-profit, tax-exempt 
foundation which funds 
research, education and 
literature projects. Funding 
proposals and donations can 
be sent to: 


Fund for 
Wild Nature 
FOB 86151, 
Portland, OR 
97286-0151 
(503) 232-1286 



Wanted: New 
Merchandise Designs 


Ever think the Earth First! 
merchandise needs to be 
jazzed up? So do we. Help 
us with new designs for T- 
shirts, bumperstickers, 
books, music, etc. What 
about other stuff? What 
do you think of EF! 
frisbees or re-usable mugs? 
Write to EF! Designs, POB 
1415, Eugene, OR 97440. 


How ‘bout a subscription to Earth First!, the Radical Environmental Journal? 


clip and send to: 

Earth First! Journal-subscriptions, POB M15, Eugene, OR 97440 USA 

CD $500 Lifetime Subscription 

| / | J CD $25 Regular Rate CD $35 Surface Mai 

CD $20 Low Income/Non Profit/Library CD $35 Air Mail, C< 

CD $35 Anonymous Envelope (1st class) CD $45 Air Mail, Intc 

O $ DONATION O $45 Corporate 



CD $35 Surface Mail, International (US$) check for a free 
CD $35 Air Mail, Canada or Mexico CD merch catalog 
CD $45 Air Mail, International (US$, no foreign checks) 

CD $45 Corporate or Law Enforcement Rate 


Subscriber Name 


Address ■ 


State 


Credit Card Orders 

Visa/MC (circle one) 

Card # 

Exp. date (month/year) _ 

Country - 


The Earth First! Journal subscription list is confidential and never traded. If you use an alias, make sure that the 
post office knows that you, or someone, is getting mail at your address under that name or it may not be delivered. 
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US Earth First! 


Directory 


WEST VIRGINIA 

Central Appalachian Biodiversity Project 

Rt 3, Box 390, Hedgesville, WV 25427 

(304) 754-9161 

WISCONSIN 

Midwest Headwaters EF! 

31 University Square 

Four Lakes-Madison, W1 53715 

(608) 262-9036 


North Forests EF! 

748 Algoma Blvd, Oshkosh, WI 54901 
(920) 424-0265 
Chippewa Valley EF! 

POB 1151, Eau Claire, WI 54702 
(608) 782-6997 
Sand County EF! 

308 Nelson Hall, Stevens Point, WI 54481 
dchurl99@uwsp.edu 


International 
Earth First! Directory 


ALASKA 
Michael A. Lewis 

POB 80073, Fairbanks, AK 99708 

Mike or Billie 

POB 6197, Sitka, AK 99835 

Alaska Action Center 

1922 Kuskokwin, Anchorage, AK 99508 

(907) 56-EARTH; akmedia@surfcafe.com 

ARIZONA 

Arizona Wildlands Museum 
ROB 24988, Tempe, AZ 85285 
Tucson EF! 

POB 3412, Tucson, AZ 85722 

tucsonef@juno.com ' 

Ponderosa Wingnuts 

2155 E. Maple #17, Flagstaff, AZ 86004 

(520) 774-6542; reg3@dana.ucc.nau.edu 

CALIFORNIA 

Northcoast EF! 

POB 28, Areata, CA 95518 
(707) 825-6598; ncef@humboldtl.com 
Circle of Life Foundation/Julia Butterfly 
POB 388, Garberville, CA 95542 
(707) 923-9522; fax 923-9532 
lunanews@humboldtl .com 
Redwood Action Team/Darryl Chemey 
POB 34, Garberville, Ecotopia 95542 
Sonoma County EF!/Biotech Last! 

POB 3321, Santa Rosa, CA 95402 
Sierra EF! 

228 Commercial St, Dept. #174 
Nevada City, CA 95959 
Davis EF!/FOW-Cascadia 
(530) 753-1678 
Fairfax Action Team 
POB 393, Lagunitas, CA 94938 
Sacramento EF! 

POB 376, Carmichael, CA 95609 
Bay Area EF! 

POB 83, Canyon, CA 94516 
hotline/message (510) 848-8724 
Santa Cruz EF!/EF! Radio 
POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA 95061 
(831) 425-3205; cruzef@cmzio.com 
Santa Barbara EF! 

POB 12799, Santa Barbara, CA 93107 
(805) 961-2516; sbef@rain.org 
Action Resource Center 
POB 2104, Venice, CA 90294 
(310) 396-3254, fax 392-9965 
arcla@enviroweb.org 
Alluvial EF! 

POB 77027, #102, Pasadena, CA 91107 

(909) 422-1637 

Tribes EF! c/o DR Chance 

POB 10487, San Bernadino, CA 92423 

DRChance3@aol.com 

Mojave EF! 

POB 492, Lancaster, CA 93584 
(805) 948-6291 
Peninsular Ranges EF! 

POB 4738, Irvine, CA 92616-4738 
Southcoast EF! 

POB 1333, Orange, CA 92856 
Baja Ecotopia EF! 

POB 7745, San Diego, CA 92107 

COLORADO 

San Juan EF! 

POB 3204, Durango, CO 81302 
Wilderness Defense! 

POB 460101, Aurora, CO 80046-0101 
fax (617) 687-2598 
wildernessdefense@email.com 
Art Goodtimes 

POB 1008, Telluride, CO 81435 

Tim Haugen 

POB 81, Gulnare, CO 81042 
Gunnison Basin EF! 

POB 592, Crested Butte, CO 81224 
Culebra EF! 

YOB 762, San Luis, CO 81152 
afr@anrigo.net 

FLOHfiA 

Big Bend EF! 

POB 20582, Tallahassee, FL 32316 (904) 

421-1559 

Clearwater EF! 

POB 17838, Clearwater, FL 33762 
(727) 538-9050 
dmmdistro@j uno. com 
Alachua EF! 

POB 1638, Alachua, FL 32616 
(904) 462-3374 

£§Oggl4 

Students for Environmental Awareness 
U. of g., Tate Ctr. Athens, GA 30602 
Katuah Foothills EF! 

POB 608/ Athens, GA 30603 

HAVVaI 1 

Oceandfearn Media Foundation 
POB I44O, Hanalei, HI 96714 
(808) 826-1711 

IDAHO 

Northern Rockies Preservation Project 

POB 625, Boise, ID 83701 

Cove/\jallard Coalition 

POB 8968, Moscow, ID 83483 

(208) 882-9755; fax 883-0727 

cove@rnos c °w.com 

ILIJNqx§ 

Chicago JF! c/o The Autonomous Zone 
1573 N. Milwaukee Ave. #420 
Chicago, H 60622 
(77i> 252-6019; azone@wwa.com 


Red Gate EF! 

3400 W 11 1th St #154, Chicago, IL 60655 
friends@enteract.com 

Shawnee EF! 

913 S. Illinois, Carbondale, IL 62901 
(618) 351-0312; sprklblu@siu.edu 

INDIANA 

Indiana Forest Alliance 
POB 174, Bloomington, IN 47402 
(812) 332-4878 
Buffalo Trace EF! 

POB 3503, Bloomington, IN 47402 

IOWA 

Prairie Fire EF! 

POB 1284, Dubuque, IA 52004-1284 
prairiefireef@hotmail.com 

KANSAS 

Tornado Alley Resistance 
(913) 568-9525 
LOUISIANA 
Louisiana EF! 

POB 113262, Metairie, LA 70011-3262 
Baratopia EF! 
baratopiaef@yahoo.com 

MAINE 
Maine EF! 

RFD 1, POB 6000, Athens, ME 04912 
Wassumkeag EF! 

POB 869, Searsport, ME 04974 

noreastah@acadia.net 

MARYLAND 

DC Area EF! Collective 

3123 Montgomery Hall 

College Park, MD 20742; (301) 314-3712 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Mass EF! 

POB 35, Montague, MA 01351 
Mass Direct Action 
POB 484, Somerset, MA 02726 
Jon Chance 

72 Peterborough St, Apt. 31 
Boston, MA 02215; (617) 859-8155 

MICHIGAN 

World Tree Peace Center 
POB 50814, Kalamazoo, MI 49005 
(616) 383-9317 
Huron River Valley EF! 

POB 1735, Ann Arbor, MI 48106 
Forests Forever 

POB 493, Traverse City, MI 49685 

MINNESOTA 

Forest Ecosystems Action Group 
2441 Lyndale Ave S, Mpls, MN 55405 
(612) 450-9178; paarise@mtn.org 
Big Woods EF! 

POB 580936, Mpls, MN 55458-0936 
(612) 362-3387 
bigwoodsef@hotmail.com 
Wilderness First! 

POB 16075, St. Paul, MN 55116 
wdumess@aol.com 
MISSOURI 
Ray O. McCall 

Rt 1 Box 89, Mountain Grove, MO 65711 

Pink Planarians 

POB 7653, Columbia, MO 65205-7653 
(573) 443-6832 

Chinquapin Resistanc e/Confluence 
POB 63232, St. Louis, MO 63163 
(314) 773-2842 

MONTANA 

Northern Rockies Biodiversity Project 
POB 4431, Whitefish, MT 59937 
(406) 862-4945 
Wild Rockies EF! 

POB 9286, Missoula, MT 59807 
Yellowstone EF! 

POB 6151, Bozeman, MT 59715 
NEBRASKA 

Environmental Resource Center 
370 Bordeaux Rd, Chadron, NE 69337 
(308) 432-3458 

NEVADA 

Western Shoshone Defense Project 
POB 211106, Crescent Valley, NV 89821 
(702) 468-0230; wsdp@igc.org 
NEW HAMPSHIRE 
New Hampshire EF! 
coercedluddites@hotmail.com 
NEW IERSEY 

PAW Pinelands/Kittatiny Project 

POB 506, Bloomfield, NJ 07003 
(201) 748-4322 
Green Vigilance 

46 E. Monroe, Mt. Holly, NJ 08060 

(609) 265-0392 

NEW MEXICO 

Land of Disenchantment EF! 

POB 72295, Albuquerque, NM 87195 
New Mexico Direct Action « 

POB 22488, Santa Fe, NM 87502-2488 
NEW YORK 

NYC EF! c/o Wetlands Preserve 
161 Hudson St, NY, NY 10013 
(212) 966-4831; fax 925-8715 
adam@wetlands-preserve.org 
Foghorn 

POB 889, Westhampton Beach, NY 11978 
(516) 288-2688 
Love Canal EF! 

(716) 282-7777 
OFF! 

SUNY, Binghamton, NY, 13902-6000 
(607) 777-2050; offeditor@hotmail.com 


Steven Smith 

Sarah Lawrence College 

1 Mead Way, BronxvUle, NY 10708-9902 

paralipsis@crosswinds.net 

Project Harmony 

216 W. 122 St, NY, NY 10027 

(212) 662-2878; haja216@aol.com 

More Gardens! Coalition 

50 Avenue B, NY, NY 10009 

NORTH CAROLINA 

Balaclava Clad Distro 

721B N. 4 St., Wilmington, NC 28401 

balaclava_clad@hotmail.com 

Katuah EF! 

POB1485, Asheville, NC 28802 
(828) 285-0631; mountainfaction@cs.com 

OHIO 

Cleveland EF! 

17305 Grovewood Ave 
Cleveland, OH 44119; (216) 383-9985 
Ohio Valley EF! 

POB 17, University of Cincinnati 
Cincinnati, OH 45221-1001 
(513) 281-6892 
Oberlin EF! 

Wilder Box 76, Oberlin, OH 44074 
oearthfirst@oberlin .edu 
Lake Erie EF! 

2233 Parkwood, Toledo, OH 43620 
Hock-Hocking EF! 

23 Elliott St Athens, OH 45701 
(740)592-2581 
Piankasha EF! 

7992 Hopper Rd, Cincinnati, OH 45255 

OREGON 

Cascadia Forest Alliance 
POB 4946, Portland, OR 97208 
(503) 241-4879; fax 235-9976 

Blue Heron EF! 

Reed Coll., SAO, Portland, OR 97202 
(503) 771-1112x7875 
Southern Willamette EF! 

POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440 
swef@efn.org 

Cascadia Forest Defenders 
POB 11122, Eugene, OR 97440 
(541) 684-8977; mickey@efn.org 
Blue Mtns. Biodiversity Project 
HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 
Kalmiopsis EF! 

POB 2093, Cave Junction, OR 97523 
(541) 592-3386; lukas@cdsnet.net 

PENNSYLVANIA 
Allegheny EF! 

POB 81011, Pittsburgh, PA 15217 

Antoinette Dwinga 

102 Third St, Apt 2, Carnegie, PA 15106 

Allegheny Defense Project 

POB 245, Clarion, PA 16214 

(814) 223-4996; fax 223-4997 

adp@envirolink.org 

EF! Philadelphia 

POB 30773, Philadelphia, PA 19104 
efphilly@envirolink.org, (215) 727-0882x3 

TENNESSEE 

Katuah EF!/Tennessee Valley Faction 
POB 281, Chattanooga, TN 37401 
(423) 949-5922; johnjgb@mindspring.com 
French's Lick EF! 

200 Creekwood Dr., Whitehouse, TN 37188 
Katuah Earth First!/River Faction 
POB 16242, Knoxville, TN 37996 
(423) 633-8483, katuah@fcmail.com 

TEXAS 
EF! Austin 

2900 Lafayette St, Austin, TX 78722 
(512) 478-7666 
South Texas EF! 

4114 Claudia, Corpus Christi, TX 78418 
(512) 937-6019 
East Texas EF! 

Rt 1, Box 2120, Point Blank, TX 77364 
Lusus Naturaes Environ. Collective 
1421 Longhorn, Houston, TX 77080 
lususnaturae71 @hotmail .com 

UTAH 

Autonomy House 

POB 11015, SLC, UT 84147 

Wild Wasatch Front 

864 W. 700 St, Brigham City, UT 84302 

VERMONT 

Biodiversity Liberation Front 

POB 57, Burlington, VT 05402 

Save the Corporations 

169 Main St, Brattleboro, VT 05301 

(802) 254-4847; fax 254-7358 

VIRGINIA 

Virginia EF! 

Rt 1, Box 250, Staunton, VA 22401 

(540) 885-6983 

EF! Collective @ VCU 

Student Activities Center, Box 93 

POB 842035, Richmond, VA 23284 

(804) 353-5055 

WASHINGTON 

Seattle EF! 

POB 95113, Seattle, WA 98145 
tel/fax (206) 632-1656; sea-ef@scn.org 
Direct Action Network 
POB 95113, Seattle, WA 98145 
(206) 632-9482; hotline 632-9482 
Olympia EF! 

POB 12391, Olympia, WA 98508 
olyearthfirst@hotmail.com 


There is an international 
Earth First! web page at: 
www.k2net.co.uk/ef 


AUSTRALIA 

Rainforest Information Centre 

POB 368, Lismore, NSW 2480 
(066) 21 85 05 

Australian EF! Action Update 

ef_au@hotmail.com 

EF! Australia Community 

Lot 9 Halliford Rd. Via Dalby, Qld 4405 
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Indigenous people march through tear gas, concussion grenades and rubber bullets. 


by Christine Halvorson 

April 22 marked the 500-year anniversary of the 
"discovery" of Brazil. In collaboration with other 
social movements, indigenous groups there decided 
to counter the official government hype with a cross- 
country march and a gathering on the shores of 
Bahia, where the Portuguese first landed. 

The march began one month earlier with caravans 
leaving from all corners of Brazil. Most of the cara- 
vans met in the capital city of Brasilia for protests on 
April 13. The caravans then moved to Bahia where 
more than 2,000 people came together for a historic 
indigenous conference from April 19-21. The largest 
march was planned following the conference in 
Porto Seguro where government celebrations with 
President Fernando Henrique Cardoso and other 
officials were also planned. 

Leading up to the march, organizers brought to- 
gether various social movements: the student move- 
ment, the environmental movement, and the Land- 
less Workers Movement (MST). Over the past several 
years, through direct action and land occupations, 
the MST has worked to counter the unequal distribu- 
tion of land in Brazil, where the richest 20 percent 
hold 90 percent of the land, and the poorest 40 
percent own just one percent. The MST is perhaps the 
most important and radical social movement in 


Brazil today. With all of these move- 
ments coming together, the Brazil- 
ian government feared what might 
happen on April 22. 

On the morning of the 22nd, the 
march made its way into Porto 
Seguro, where marchers were met 
with militaristic anti-riot police us- 
ing tear gas, concussion grenades 
and rubber bullets. Thirty people 
were injured, and another 70 were 
arrested. That day Brazil and the 
world saw the rights of Brazil's minorities trampled 
once again. 

The indigenous peoples of Brazil continue to grow 
and organize 500 years after Cabral first landed. They 
have made significant gains in the demarcation of 
land, respect for their rights and building interna- 
tional solidarity. Unfortunately, these are too often 
only on paper. Indigenous lands are routinely in- 
vaded by loggers, miners and ranchers. Major infra- 
structure development projects, roads, dams and 
pipelines threaten not only the forest but the people 
who live there. While so much of the news coming 
from Brazil is about deforestation and violence, the 
500-year anniversary also gives us the chance to look 
at some of the struggles and victories of indigenous 
peoples in Brazil today. 


One of the major struggles is over the demarcation 
of Raposa/Serra do Sol, the traditional land of the 
Macuxi, Wapixana, Taurepang and Ingaric, in the 
northern state of Roraima. Raposa/Serra do Sol has 
taken on tremendous importance in the fight for 
indigenous rights in Brazil. Local ranchers and state 
government officials have stepped up their efforts to 
prevent the demarcation and to defame indigenous 
leaders and activists, contributing to a tense and 
potentially violent atmosphere in the state. 

continued on page 21 

UK “Eco-terrorism” 
Bill Around the Corner 

by Barry Patterson 

Over a quarter of a century ago, the British 
Parliament enacted The Prevention of Terrorism 
Act, the then-Labor government's reaction to an 
IRA bombing campaign on the British main- 
land? This law was subject to annual scrutiny 
and renewal by Parliament, a renewal which was 
never refused. Under this old law, terrorism 
meant "the use of violence for political ends" 
and included "any use of violence for the pur- 
pose of putting the public or any section of the 
public in fear." The powers only applied to Irish 
and international terrorism. 

In the new Terrorism Act, "terrorism" will 
mean the use or threat, for the purpose of ad- 
vancing a political, religious or ideological cause, 
of action that involves serious violence against 
any person or property, endangers the life of any 
person, or creates a serious risk to the health or 
safety of the public or a section of the public. It 
will also apply to people accused of planning or 
aiding such "terrorism" in other countries. 

Many people are under terrible threat from 
these proposals. What does this mean to cam- 
paigners? How will it affect people who support 
Greenpeace or Earth First!? There are new risks. 
The main threat to such campaign groups is the 
extension of the definition of "terrorism" to 
include damage to property, to include ideologi- 
cal causes, and to include action against people 
or property in other countries, 
i ' . 1 :: . 

continued on page 25 
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Sea Lions Slaughtered 
by BC Salmon Farmers 

by Edward May 

On a recent spring morning, a group of tourists 
was kayaking through the southern end of Tofino 
Inlet in Clayoquot Sound of Western Vancouver 
Island. They marveled at the wildlife on the coast 
and especially at a group of eagles flying in and out 
of a small cove. Remarking at their large number and 
unusual activity, the kayakers and a local tour opera- 
tor decided to investigate. What they found in the 
little cove was abhorrent. 

As I was turning the lights off in the Friends of 
Clayoquot Sound office, we received a tip regarding 
dead sea lions and their location. Immediately, a local 
resident, a videographer and I took a trip out to the site 
without knowing what to expect. The eagles perched in 
1 the trees gave away the exact spot where we discovered 
| the mass grave of executed sea lions. Fifteen bodies lay 
I piled with who knows how many below them. They 
| were lying freshly killed in an uncovered pit just above 
| the high tide line. A remnant of a tow line was still tied 
3 to an overhanging tree, and a portion of a matching 
1 rope was still wrapped around a sea lion's throat. 

As we reported this to the Department of Fisheries and 
| Oceans and began to publicize the massacre to the press, 
what we had suspected became confirmed. 

The discovered pile of sea lion carcasses continued on page 24 
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Repeating Ourselves Redundantly 


During the last month, while short- 
terming here at the Journal, I have 
witnessed more than anyone's fair 
share of criticism on how the paper's 
either not radical enough or not multi- 
movement inclusive. These criticisms 
come via letters, emails and telephone 
calls, as well as in personal bitch-fests 
I've had with my friends and peers. 
While I tend to agree that we need to 
be publishing more direct action and 
monkeywrenching in hopes of en- 
couraging others to do the same and 
that maybe it's time to reevaluate 
ourselves to see if we should redefine 
what the EF! movement really is, let 
me just share a few thoughts on how 
the Journal might accomplish this. 

Send us your articles. No, really — 
send us your articles. SFBs are enter- 
taining and (obviously) the place to 
vent your frustrations at the move- 
ment and at the journalistas. 

But they don't change a damn 
thing. Why? It's not as if 
you are comhiunicating 



to deaf ears— I often feel the same 
(okay, maybe I'm hot as hostile). But 
in case y'all haven'thoticed, the jour- 
nal staff doesn't Write many articles. 
We print what you send us (hope- 
fully). Each of the five editors — ulti- 
mately four longtermers and one 
short-termer — reads every last sub- 
mission sent here and through the 
consensus process, we determine 
what goes in and what gets cut. We 
only cut things irrelevant to the EF! 
movement, very outdated info, 
unformattable stuff (packets of high- 
lighted information, occasional 
newspaper clippings, etc.) and stuff 
that for some reason, someone on 
the collective has a serious problem 
with. Oh yeah, we only have 36 pages 
to play with, so often we have to cut 
for length. These are very tough de- 
cisions to make, because we love 
most of your stuff! Rest as- 
Jf sured that during this issue, 

^ nobody here has blocked any- 
thing on direct action or 
monkeywrenching, or anything 
that is multi-movement sensitive. 

If you have an incredible Mother 
Earth-saving story, send it in! If 
you don't and you're still bitching, 
then maybe you should put down 
the journal for a minute and go do 
something productive like helping our 
planet. Then send us your incredible 
Mother Earth-saving story. If you 
don't feel like doing either, and you 


still feel like whining, why not let 
the journalistas know that you want 
to short-term an issue? Short-term- 
ers come from all over the country 
and (as some put it) prevent the Jour- 
nal from getting stale, At least then 
you will either make the "radical" 
changes you feel are needed at the 
Journal, or you will come to the re- 
alization that the paper is only as 
good as the submissions. 

Okay, maybe you're venting your 
frustrations at the Journal without 
realizing it's the EF! movement you're 
truly frustrated with. If this is the 
case, talk to other EFlers about how 
the movement needs to be redefined 
and then (guess what?) send us your 
articles. A terrific time and place to do 
this is at the RRR from July 2-9. (Get 
all the details for this EF! week of bliss 
in the previous issue of the Journal). 
So what are you waiting for? 
Send us your articles! 

—Justice 




CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS 


The Samhain (November 1) 2000 issue of the Earth First! Journal will be the 
20th anniversary issue of the paper. The* deluxe issue will include articles 
from a diverse collection of authors, a list of EF! victories, memorials to 
fallen places and comrades, top-10 lists, EF! action records and firsts, an EF! 
movement timeline, and much more! Send your writings, drawings, 
nominations, musings, photos, poetry, proposals, pontifications and 
poophead-bound letters to: EF! 20th, POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440. 


ATTENTION 

POTENTIAL 

JOURNALISTAS 

We are currently taking applica- 
tions for a long-term editor. If you 
can commit at least a year, can toler- 
ate computers and starvation wages, 
have a sense of humor, understand 
movement history and enjoy people, 
send us a resume. 

Be sure to include movement refer- 
ences and a writing sample. 




JPT/ 

(Tauna (Qabala 

Fauna, n. animal life. © 

Cabala, n. an esoteric, secret matter or 
mysterious art. 

Female golden egg bugs, Phyllomorpha ladniata, aren't 
shy. While couples of this Mediterranean species copu- 
late, an event that lasts 20 hours, other females clamber 
on top of them and plaster eggs to their backs. The bugs 
lug the pegged eggs about until hatching, whereupon 
the larvae crawl off, leaving their eggshells behind. Eggs 
can also be laid on the host plant itself but are seen as 
caviar by the local ants. Thus carrying them increases 
survival. It isn't clear how individual males and females 
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by Faith Walker 

benefit, since females never carry their own eggs and 
males often carry eggs they didn't fertilize. It is clear that 
males get the brunt of the task; their backs are a field of 
eggs and eggshells. 

Carrying eggs, however, is risky. These perfectly cryptic 
and leaf-shaped insects are more visible to predators 
because the eggs, which look like flowers of the host 
plant, sparkle in the sun. And they're heavy, sometimes 
making it impossible for males to become airborne, and 
gooey, sticking wings together. Wasp parasitoids fre- 
quently espy and catch these encumbered beasts and lay 
their own eggs within them or inside the ornaments that 
bedeck their backs. Those that are laid inside bug bodies 
hatch and begin feasting, inevitably killing the bug that 
lays the golden egg. The chances of being occupied by an 
alien being, however, must have been sufficiently low in 
the course of their evolution to allow development of 
parental care, which is rare among insects. 
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AlO — An Analysis of Our Tactics 


by Solstice 

The same strategy used last year in Seattle to success- 
fully shut down the WorldTrade Organization's (WTO) 
meetings was attempted this April 16 in Washington 
DC for the International Monetary Fund/World Bank 
(IMF/Bank) meetings. From a military standpoint, it is 
unwise to repeat a strategy when up against an enemy 
who learns quickly. Predictably to some, an actual 
shutdown of the meetings failed. Fortunately, this was 
not our only strategy. 

While police forces were spending millions fran- 
tically focusing single-mindedly on preventing a 
shutdown, organizers in DC and across the country 
were working on a long-term strategy utilizing the 
Mobilization for Global Justice (MGJ) effort to build 
and strengthen movement relationships. 

After the fallout over tactics in Seattle, the FBI 
made concerted efforts to further drive a wedge 
between activist groups. In classic COINTELPRO 
style tactics, its organized crime division and 
counter-insurgency division reportedly paid vis- 
its to labor unions and student groups in an 
attempt to scare them away from participating 
in A 16, citing probable property destruction 
couched in the terms of violence. This "black- 
scare" was recognized early on for what it was — 
divide and conquer — and a determined commit- 
ment from individuals and groups on all ends of 
the spectrum prevented this age-old oppressors' 
tactic from succeeding. 

There are undeniably great tactical and philosophi- 
cal differences between the various groups that mobi- 
lized for A16. To sweep these under the rug in order to 
create a united front is no long-term solution, but a 
determination to address these differences in open, 
constructive dialogue internally, instead of in front of 
news cameras, is what enabled us to avoid repeating 
some of the mistakes seen in Seattle. 

The tone of this dialogue was overall non-hostile 
and was not intended to convert or convince anyone 

of anything but rather to raise awareness about the 
diversity of critiques and tactical inclinations within 
our movement. The forums for this dialogue ranged 
from informal conversations to listserves, working 
group meetings to skills trainings. During direct action 
preps, participants would stand somewhere along a 
line on a "controversy spectrogram" indicating their 
feelings on the appropriateness of property destruc- 
tion. A "reporter" would then interview people all 
along the line asking them to explain their position, 


fostering much understanding. In media preps partici- 
pants brainstormed on how to articulate their particu- 
lar critiques (whether pro-debt relief, IMF/Bank aboli- 
tionist or entirely anti-capitalist) and how to stay on 
message and to avoid digressing into tactical debates 
with hostile reporters. 

Arguably the most important factor contributing to 
the success of this dialogue was that the MGJ took a 
non-marginalization position toward people using 
tactics outside of the action guidelines. The on-camera 



Folks blockade a street in Washington DC. 


condemnations of fellow activists in Seattle contrib- 
uted significantly, if not primarily, to the post-Seattle 
fallout, which DC organizers had to deal with the 
aftermath of. In Seattle some activists mistakenly 
judged that they could opportunistically condemn 
"window smashers" because they numbered so few 
and because they acted outside the guidelines. How- 
ever, it was quickly learned that those participating in 
the direct action (within the guidelines) were moti- 
vated by deep solidarity politics, and — regardless of 
their feelings on the appropriateness or effectiveness 
of the property destruction — a large portion of them 
would not tolerate the marginalization of their com- 
rades. Many of the very same people who in Seattle 
condemned the property destruction were in DC on 
board with the non-marginalization position. When 
approached in a non-hostile manner, people and 
organizations are making positive changes to accom- 
modate these emerging powerful alliances. 

Early on, a call was put out, autonomous from the 
official MGJ, for groups/individuals who were explic- 
itly anti-capitalist and anti-hierarchical to form the 
Revolutionary Anti-Capitalist Bloc (RACB). Concerns 


ranging from action guidelines to peacekeepers (which 
eventually the MGJ consensed not to include for the 
direct action) to reformism were articulated in a 
widely circulated statement. With more than two 
dozen active groups endorsing the call, it became 
clearer to "mainstream" organizers that this was a 
legitimate dissenting faction. By committing them- 
selves to open and principled dialogue, the organiz- 
ers for the RACB (comprised mostly of, but not 
limited to, anarchists) created an atmosphere in 
which anyone attempting to marginalize the 
RACB would have found themselves isolated. 

Non-marginalization enabled everyone to ex- 
plore tactics strategically instead of debating them 
morally. Creative tactics, such as guerrilla garden- 
ing, humanized the black block to many people 
without the block having to dilute anything. Many 
black block affinity groups chose to play a support 
role for other direct action participants, communi- 
cating their commitment not only to autonomy, 
but to mutual aid. Non-marginalization became 
not only a MGJ media policy but a deeper reality of 
solidarity. Because groups were not knocking each 
other's efforts, there was no impassable divide at 
any point along the spectrum, and the result was a 
working continuum for radicalization. 

Aside from the FBI's trumped ace card of divide 
and conquer, it and other intelligence/police forces 
engaged in a variety of sophisticated and illegal tech- 
niques to sabotage our efforts. Midway into the week- 
long convergence, they pulled over two vehicles, ar- 
resting seven organizers (trial pending) and seizing 
protest supplies and equipment. On the morning 
before A16 they significantly stepped up repression by 
raiding the convergence space. On the flimsiest pre- 
text imaginable of a minor fire code violation, 100-200 
cops were on the scene only minutes after the fire 
marshal's unannounced inspection. Many believe that 
the intention was to force a confrontation far away 
from our targets. They got no such response, and to 
their surprise we already had back-up spaces available. 
With national and international media on the scene 
nearly instantly, along with a contingent of people 
from the global South (who were quick to connect that 
this is the same repression they face daily for opposing 
these undemocratic institutions), the raid backfired in 
a big way and harmed them much more than us overall. 
They also looked really stupid when they were forced 
to admit that the allegedly discovered "bomb-making 
materials" consisted of rags and a recycling bin. 

continued on page 26 


Dear Shit For Brains. Please keep those letters under 300 words. Or else- 


Dear SFB, 

I was glad to see Journal support 
for monkeywrenching. I'm sure 
you'll receive a fair share of PC 
hate mail. Screw 'em! This mpye- 
ment has become so overloaded 
with passive-aggressive lily-white: 
upper-middle-class liberal "activ- 
ists" that it is all but meaningless. 
Our enemies don't fear us, arid 
everybody else is bored by us. And 
why not, sitting in a tree gets pretty 
old after awhile. I am not against 
treesits but they seem to be our 
only tactic. Ail the upper middle 
class property owners get worried 
when we start talking about 
fucking shit up. 1've been involved 
to one degree or another since 
1987, and it was that stufjf you 
wrote about in the editorial that 
brought me to EF!. Why do I stay? 
Because I'm apain in the ass. Start- 
ing in 1990 this movement began 
falling apart. The old gang were 
gone and discredited, and if a tac- 
tic didn't spawn from California it 
was considered worthless. There 
may be more people, but we are 
doing less with more when we 
used to do more with less. Nobody 
fears a bunch of scrawny hippies 
running around the forest whin- 
ing about the trees! Gypsy died 
because our ludicrous passivity 


made it safe to kill him! We are not 
respected. Those beer guzzling 
rednecks of the early days were 
respected. The next time we are all 
sitting around a campfire swilling 
over-priced hippie groovy 
"microbrew." beer whining about 
the closure of our favorite sushi 
bar, ask this question: If ten log- 
have all their tires 
logs can 
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Present balance: $1,149,996.00 

HB 
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So 

IP* 

ing balances. 

If you have a reasonable offer 
and available funds, please con- 
tact me at the toll-free number 
listed below. 

Sincerely, 

David Schlaegel, NCO Finan- 
cial Systems, the., POB 2180, 
Boone, NC 28607; (800) 729-8766 
(This is an attempt to collect a 
debt and any information obtained 


will be used for that purpose.) 

Ed Note: This is in reference to a 
1993 SLAPPsuit against Earth 
First! ers involved with the Cove/Mal- 
lard campaign in Idaho. The suit 
was based on alleged damage to a 
logging road and lost time. Obvi- 
ously, the words "non-hierarchical" 
and “decentralization" mean noth- 
ing to these folks. 

Dear EF! Journal, 

I am an Afrikan-Amerikan male 
prisoner here in the Texas prison 
system. I've been receiving the 
EF!J since the beginning of this 
year — I've received three issues, 
and I hope the journals keep com- 
ing throughout these last three 
years of my incarceration. I'm re- 
ceiving a generous free/compli- 
mentary issues of EF!J from you 
due to me being an indigent pris- 
oner — thanks, I love the Journal. 

Anyway, during the seven years 
of my imprisonment I've become 
conscious (enlightened). This 
means I'm a political activist, revo- 
lutionist, animal liberationist, 
speaker/lecturer, atheist and ve- 
gan. But after reading the EF!J the 
few times I've received them, I 
discovered that the revolutionist/ 
activist I claim "to be" was not 
complete without fighting for our 


Mother Earth — although I always 
was an advocate for a clean and 
harmonized environment on our 
planet. It seemed the EF!J opened 
a door of a new world informing 
me that humans (the guilty) are 
destroying the Earth. Whether the 
culprits intentionally or uninten- 
tionally mean to terminate the 
Earth/envirohmerit isn't the case, 
the point is, eradication of our 
planet is happening and people 
here in the US and the world must 
end destruction of nature, if not, 
I'm afraid we Homo sapians will 
experience chaotic repercussions 
of karma from Mother Earth. I am 
sure we've all heard of the sayings, 
"What you sow is what you reap, " 
and "For every action, there is a 
reaction." But as a warrior against 


one notices, people have begun 
fed up with Amerika and the 
world. Some feel that direct ac- 
tion by either "peaceful means" 
or "violent means" can/will bring 
change — I guess it depends on 
one's tolerance level. But as I read 
the EF!J, I know there are soldiers, 
both wbmen and men, young and 
old, fighting for a righteous cause 
in defense of Mother Earth. And 
while I read the EF.'J, not only do 
I become infqrmed/educated, but 
I'm inspired and motivated to 
declare andwagewar against ty- 
rants/ihfidels who hideously cre- 
ate atrocity throughout the land. 
Asjahuman, Em ashamed of the 
imbalance on the scale of hu- 
-here in a prison 


cell I a: 


wrongdoing, I will (use) "any , to awake: ins? 


means to see that righteousness 
is established hefe on our world." 
People like us are labeled as mili- 
tants, radicals, extremist andevqh 


names are 


terrorist, but thi 
given, or shall I 
us, because the e: 
ened due to their 
of mischief. Not 
you, others or myself, but I un- 
derstand why there were, are arid 
will be people like Timothy 
McVeigh and David Koresh. If 
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Hey There Capitalism! 


On May Day 2000, revolts against capitalism 
occurred on six continents and over 100 cities world- 
wide. A remembrance of workers and a pagan cel- 
ebration of fertility, the traditional "spring revolts" 
as they're called in Korea, were celebrated with 
marches in Africa, massive rallies in Turkey, police 
riots in Korea and Germany, shit getting smashed in 
London and in America, street parties and police 
repression. 

A sampling: 

Africa 

Luanda — Thirty-thousand people paraded through 
the streets, demanding the end of the war and better 
salaries. The event, one with official approval, marked 
a return to the old style parades 
with floats, that were common 
after independence. 

Mozambique — The celebra- 
tions took a more adversarial tone. 

Fifteen thousand people partici- 
pated in a demonstration in 
Maputo, convened by the 
"Confederacao de Sindicatos 
Livres e Independentes/Confed- 
eration of Free and Independent 
Unions". The marchers focused 
on unemployment (8,000 public 
sector workers lost their jobs in 
1999 due to privatization and 
bankruptcy), and on the mini- 
mum wage (the workers organi- 
zations want it raised from $30 US 
to $130 US). 

Europe 

Karnten, Austria — Approxi- 
mately 20 people built a wall of 
strain packages in front of the 
Chamber of Commerce in 
Klagenfurt and handed them 
over to the Government includ- 
ing statements for each package. These statements 
pointed out the global aspect of the neoliberal 
reorganization of economy and society, though 
the main attention has turned to the actual politi- 
cal processes. 

Berlin , Germany — Over 100 police and 25 pro- 
testers were injured in demonstrations when neo- 
Nazi marchers charged anti-fascists in the east Berlin 
district of Hellersdorf. Police used teargas, water 
cannons and billyclubs against a crowd of 10,000(!) 
people. Police arrested at least three-dozen "leftists." 
One person arrested was a vacationing cop from 
Leipzig, who got caught up in the riots and was 
throwing bottles at a watercannon. 

Hamburg, Germany — "Leftists" clashed with po- 
lice. "Nazis go home, Nazis go home," anti-fascists 
chanted at the 750 neo-Nazis who gathered, many 
of them skinheads. 

Zurich, Switzerland — Riot police used water can- 
nons to disperse the crowd of masked youths, who 
staged a separate march to the main parade in the 
center of the city. Several hundred people participated 
in the second May Day parade, organized by 
"Revolutionaerer Aufbau" (Revolutionary Construc- 
tion) . Police estimated the number of demonstrators at 
500 and the number of hangers-on at another 500. Six 
policemen were slightly hurt and several of the dem- 
onstrators needed medical attention. At about 2 p.m. 
stones were thrown at the district court building after 
rallying cries of "International Solidarity". Thirty- 
eight youths were arrested. The damage is estimated at 
close to 100,000 Swiss francs ($40,000 US). The "offi- 
cial" parade went smoothly and attracted 1 3,000 people 
according to organizers and 5,000 according to police. 

London, England — Parliament Square was occu- 
pied, and large groups of people occupied the 600m of 
Whitehall leading up to Trafalgar Square which was 
packed with participants. Guerrilla gardening actions 
happened here. The turf was removed and gardeners 
turned the square into a garden, replacing the grass 
with vegetables and flowers. After some isolated clashes 
with riot pigs guarding Downing Street and the Min- 
istry of Defense, a group of anonymous people hol- 
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lowed out the McDonald's on Whitehall, located 
about halfway between the two squares. At this stage 
a thin group of riot cops cordoned off the two groups, 
stretching across the road from the trashed 
McDonalds, blocking one square from the other. 
After a couple more hours, the body of protesters left 
Parliament Square and headed down to Kennington 
Park in South London. After numerous adventures 
(emptying a Texaco of goodies, and getting penned 
in a narrow road!) they arrived in Kennington Park. 
At 7 p.m. that the cops entered the Park. Tally: Sixty- 
seven arrests, nine injuries, nine cops injured three 
hospitalized, 5,500 cops deployed with 9000 on 
standby. Roughly 25,000 to 30,000 protesters at the 
start of the day with 800 in Kennington Park 

Manchester, En- 
gland — Twenty 
people were arrested 
at a similar anti-capi- 
talist rally in Manches- 
ter. A demonstration 
by 250 people in 
Piccadilly gardens dis- 
persed into small 
groups who then tar- 
geted shops, fast food 
restaurants and the 
city's metrolink sys- 
tem. Cross city trams 
were halted as a result 
of a sit down protest 
on the main junction, 
and protesters at- 
tempted to reach a 
McDonald's restau- 
rant on Oxford Street. 
A huge police pres- 
ence, backed up by 30 
mounted officers and 
a police helicopter, 
kept the protesters 
contained in small ar- 
eas and then led them from the city center. 

Australia 

Sydney — Police tackled anti-globalization protest- 
ers to the ground in a lunchtime stand-off. The 200 
celebrated May Day by marching to Martin Place, 
where they were stopped by 16 mounted police and 
dozens on foot. They attempted to enter Martin Place 
to demonstrate outside Westpac for its involvement 
in the Jabiluka uranium mine, but police lining the 
Macquarie Street entrance pushed back protesters 
trying to rush past the formation. Several were tackled 
and knocked to the ground but none were seriously 
injured. Protesters blamed Olympics-driven restric- 
tions on political activity. 

United States 

Beverly Hills — The gathering began at 3 p.m. at a 
park a block away 
from Rodeo Drive. 

The police were wait- 
ing with riot squads, 
undercovers, and 
the most police SUVs 
ever seen . The group 
began to march to- 
ward Rodeo around 
4p.m.behindahuge 
banner that read 
"Capitalism Stole 
My Life." Partici- 
pants in the carni- 
val consisted of 
people from various 
walks of life, includ- 
ing "passive con- 
sumers" wearing blindfolds that read" Consumer” 
following a businessman with fake hundred dollar 
bills, puppets, anti-capitalist warriors with shields and 
monkeywrenches, anti-fur activists and a brass march- 
ing band of superheros in capes who provided a lively 
soundtrack to the active dismptions. 

Boston — More than 200 anarchists, environmen- 


talists, workers, students, and assorted radical-left ac- 
tivists descended on Boston's financial district in a 
spirited and disruptive celebration against capitalism. 
Taking to the streets and bringing downtown traffic to 
a standstill, protesters made their way through the 
city, making stops at some of Boston's largest capitalist 
financial institutions — including the Boston Stock 
Exchange, the headquarters of Fidelity Investments 
and Fleet Bank. Despite a fairly heavy police presence, 
protesters were successful in controling the streets 
throughout the demonstration, with minimal con- 
frontation or arrests. At Fidelity, protesters pushed past 
police lines and brought the "festival of resistance" 
inside the building, touching off minor skirmishes 
with police and brief panic on the part of security 
(which was forced to lock the doors and bring down 
the security gates after protesters were ejected). Con- 
tinuing on through the financial district, a handful of 
anarchists managed to enter Boston Safe Deposit & 
Trust before police sealed off the entrance, forcing the 
group to leave. 

Chicago — At 8 a.m. a protest outside the Board of 
Trade drew about 100 anarchists, socialists and 
Wobblies. The protesters marched up and down the 
financial district protesting with songs and chants. 
Afterwards they marched to meet with other pro- 
testers for the main march down Michigan Avenue. 
After numerous speeches at the main rally, a march 
set out for Daley Plaza to address police brutality. 
Police brutality appeared when anarchists at the 
front of the march tried to break police lines. The 
police responded by hitting people with their night- 
sticks, and in one instance, with a patrol bicycle. 
Once at Daley Plaza, CPD officers took pictures and 
video. Food Not Bombs served refreshments during 
the speeches. 

Gainesville, Florida— Prior to May Day, a three- 
day gathering was held in the Ocala National Forest. 
There, workshops and speakers got folks ready for the 
May Day festivities in Gainesville. May Day started 
with an open house labor history display at the Civic 
Media Center (CMC), the local infoshop. Later in the 
day, cops showed up at the CMC to warn people that 
if they marched in the street they would be arrested. 
When time came for the march, the 100-150 people 
began to take the sidewalk then went right into the 
street. They took over both lanes of one of downtown 
Gainesville's busiest streets. The police could not force 
the procession back onto the sidewalk despite at- 
tempts from horse-mounted officers as well as a squad 
car being driven into the crowd. After marching a few 
blocks, they congregated in the Downtown Plaza. 
Speakers from around the state came to talk of labor 
organizing, a maypole dance was held and fire-breath- 
ers performed for everyone's enjoyment. The festivi- 
ties ended around 10 p.m. with no arrests. 

Minneapolis — Over 600 activists reclaimed the 
streets of downtown Minneapolis. Giant puppets deco- 
rated city blocks while a bottomless shopping cart 
filled with free organic food (thanks, Sisters Camelot!) 

kept hunger at bay as the 
Radikal Cheerleaders ral- 
lied the crowd. Despite 
the cops preventing folks 
from deploying the block- 
ades, due to shear num- 
bers and determination, 
they couldn't stop them 
from holding the down- 
town business district for 
more than four hours. 
Traffic was snarled as the 
protestors paraded 
around the business cen- 
ter of the city. The crowd 
remained peaceful while 
the Minneapolis police 
forced them out of inter- 
sections several times, and brutally attacked a crowd 
protecting the sound system, but the "puppet shield" - 
wielding folks on the front lines kept the police batons 
at bay. Of course, the day would not be complete 
without the notoriously brutal Minneapolis PD mak- 
ing over two dozen illegal and violent arrests. Those 
targeted, most of whom were associated with the now- 



Winston Churchill gets grassy mohawk in London. 



You want fries with that? McDonald's is smashed in London 



Your Ship is Sinking! May Day 2000 


bulldozed Minnehaha Free State, were nabbed by 
snatch squads either before the action started or while 
standing in vigil with others in jail. 

New York City — May Day activities began early in 
the day, centered around the Undocumented Workers 
March from Union Square to City Hall. The NYPD was 
on full alert, outnumbering the protesters at Union 
Square, shutting off whole areas of Wall Street, "Be- 
cause the WTO is going to march and shut down the 
Stock Exchange," one officer explained. The cops also 
mysteriously occupied Tompkins Square Park and 
removed trash cans in a two block radius. Underneath 
the Manhattan bridge, in a Department of Environ- 
mental Protection site long promised (and never deliv- 
ered) as park land, the marchers met the Reclaim the 
Streets advance crew who had "opened" the site. For 
two and one-half hours, nearly 200 guerrilla gardeners 
turned the lot into a garden. Gardeners were greeted 
by a 40-foot banner emblazoned with "Free the Land" 
that hung from the Manhattan Bridge, facing the site. 
A vegetable patch was dug and seeds were planted. 
Maypoles went up and a maypole dance began. A 
bulldozer pinata was knocked down. Drummers 
drummed. People danced. And squad after squad of 
riot police surrounded the site. As the sun fell over 
the site, and the lights of the Manhattan skyline 
came up, the garden party wound down. 

Olympia, Washington — Approximately 1,000 
people liberated some of the busiest streets of the 
capital city's commercial district in a street festival. 
The atmosphere remained high-spirited and non- 
violent throughout the all-day event. Just after noon, 
an assembly of several hundred activists came together 
at a busy uptown intersection, rallying toward a drum 
circle that formed under the traffic lights. State, county 
and city police diverted traffic away from the mass of 
pedestrians. Before long the assembly marched toward 
the Capital Mall District, a sprawl of shopping centers. 
The first intersection off the interstate exit became the 
rallying point for a massive street festival. The activists 
were entirely successful in isolating this capitalist 
center from interstate traffic. Metal poles were lashed 
into a tripod five meters high in the center of the 
intersection. The pole-sitter hung a black flag and a 
large rainbow wind ornament from the lashings. Crude 
barricades of wooden palettes, tables, couches and, 
mattresses claimed space for the festival. Dome tents 
and shelters were put up. Green and black flags were 
stuck into manhole covers. Major appliances were 
dragged out and smashed on the pavement. A washing 
machine, microwave and numerous TV sets were 
destroyed and quickly salvaged to make percussion 
instruments, which joined an ensemble of plastic 
bottles and buckets. 

Musicians and dancers 
circled the tripod a$ 
house music throbbed 
to life from a PA system 
on the street corner, 
with the DJ mixing 
records from the tail- 
gate of a parked station 
wagon. 

Phoenix — Activists 
from Phoenix, Prescott, 

Flagstaff and Tucson 
gathered at Patriot 
square in downtown 
Phoenix. Voices and chants were impossible to ignore 
as they proceeded to shut down the entire downtown 
area for most of the early afternoon. 

A rally in the park prepared for the day's events. 
Various speakers took the stage to state why they were 
there and to say their grievances. It felt good (despite 
the desert heat) to march through the Phoenix finan- 
cial district yelling at the crowds on the sidewalks and 
at the people behind the glass office windows. A 
McDonald's was soon spotted and the crowd migrated 
to the sidewalk. Through McDonald's they marched 
with chants, informing people of McDonald's list of 
crimes. Then it was back to the streets and on to 
Starbucks. By this time the police were wise to what 
was going on and they blocked the coffeeshop. They 
paraded everywhere from City Hall to the County Jail, 
Bank One, Bank of America and Wells Fargo. 


The police followed everywhere, but it wasn't until 
they passed Wells Fargo a second time that marchers 
saw riot cops. Armored riot police teams with night 
sticks, tear gas launchers and rubber bullet guns for a 
small group of peaceful protesters... typical. The bank- 
ers, lawyers, government heads, Wells Fargo and 
Starbucks had become quite sick of them, as were the 
police, who threatened that if they tried to take an- 
other street they would shut it down and arrest people. 
So they marched back into the street, but briefly, for 
they were on the way to City Hall. The police outnum- 
bered them three to one and would have been able to 
round them up in five min- 
utes. They marched right up 
to City Hall to find out that 
it was closed to the public. 

Unable to enter, they 
slapped banners and signs 
up against the windows, 
while the crowds chanted, 
the drummers drummed, 
the puppets danced and the 
police waited. It was only 
after they began to move 
away that the police began 
pulling activists into the 
street and into cuffs. They 
got four in all before the riot squad surrounded them 
and began to shove activists to the ground and into 
flower beds. In the process, one man was struck in the 
face opening up a cut above his left eye. The crowd 
retreated ten feet before stopping and resuming their 
cheers of "this is what a police state looks like." With 
four people in jail the marchers could not leave. From 
City Hall they marched (surrounded by police) to 
Madison County Jail, where their comrades were be- 
ing booked. 

Portland, Oregon — Portland police lived up to their 
reputation, thoroughly agitating marchers by preemp- 
tively overreacting to the black bloc. At 1 1 a.nf-, black- 
clad "pirates" paraded unpermitted through NE 
stumptown with a giant papier-mache pirate ship 
festooned with flags, jolly roger masks and bucket- 
drums, aiming to pass Niketown and Starbucks on the 
march downtown to join the May Day Coalition 
parade. Police tried to intimidate them with riot lines 
early on, including a few surreal moments in a quiet 
residential area. As protesters took a major street 
leading to the bridge they had a riot-escort on both the 
right side and behind, slowly forcing them onto the 
sidewalk where the cops snatched a medic. In a quick 
move they took the bridge after being forced on the 
sidewalk, but soon a group of three pirates guiding the 

ship were snatched. An 
agressive riot line pre- 
vented unarrest, but at- 
tempts to grab others 
were thwarted. Forced 
onto the sidewalk, they 
abandoned ship, then re- 
claimed one lane to the 
park where the Coalition 
maypole ceremonies be- 
gan. After boring reform- 
oriented speeches, the 
organizer/police-nego- 
tiated, one-lane march 
began, complete with 
orange- vested marshals and police on horses and 
ATVs. Anarchists claimed both lanes but soon lost 
another as they were penetrated by a bold snatch 
squad, again followed by agressive riot cops. Tight 
arm-linking proved ineffective when horse-cops 
charged into the crowd for no reason, knocking people 
over as another snatch occured. Coalition marchers 
were urged to continue on instead of confronting 
the police violence. Later teargas was used to dis- 
perse the passive crowd in Riverfront Park. Militant 
rhetoric was spouted to make people feel empow- 
ered, but once again pacifists helped the police 
control the streets with violence. One cop was in- 
jured when his horse bit him. 

San Francisco — The day began at noon at Justin 
Herman Plaza with a May Pole Dance. The festivities 
included Art and Revolution, speakers and music from 


the Casey Neill Trio, Folk You!, Seize the Day, Har- 
monic Intervention, The Infernal Noise Brigade and 
other beautiful, creative people. Food Not Bombs fed 
the masses for the uprising. The march began around 
2:30 p.m. when people took to the streets for the 
Corporate Tour of Shame march. Joyous and festive 
people paraded and danced in the streets while the 
cops kept them off the sidewalks. People were chalk- 
ing, parading around with huge puppets, drumming, 
flyering and chanting continuously. The first stop on 
the Corporate Tour of Shame found them in front of 
Citibank and Victoria's Secret where Art and Revolu- 
tion performed street 
theater. At the Pacific 
Stock Exchange, 
people looked down 
from their offices and 
waved as activists 
gave Fidelity Invest- 
ments the finger. 
Marchers then pro- 
ceeded to a huge 
Citibank lending in- 
stitution where a San 
Francisco punk bank 
rocked the street cor- 
ner. They continued 
on to the GAP where the True Defenders of Capital- 
ism (a.k.a. the SFPD).donned riot helmets in antici- 
pation of zealous state smashing. Alas, the state was 
not smashed, and the peaceful protesters marched 
on. At this point, an effigy of one of the "white men 
in suits" was set ablaze on the street with little 
interference from the cops. There were occasional 
incidents where some excessive force was observed; 
cops shoved and elbowed folks standing on the 
sidewalk or in their way as they marched in little 
cop-formations. The march arrived at Union Square 
in the heart of the consumer district where everyone 
continued to sing and chant until approximately 6 
p.m. when the march came to a close. 

Seattle — At about 1 p.m., roughly 20 people met an 
equal or greater number of police on horseback, foot, 
motorcycles and in cars. The protesters gathered peace- 
fully downtown. The police seemed nervous about 
having people gather so soon after the successful WTO 
protests in 1999. Activists spoke to passers by on the 
dangers of globalization, environmental destruction 
and economic tyranny. By 3 p.m. the protesters out- 
numbered the police 250 to 50. The police no longer 
looked nervous. They smiled and talked to bystanders. 
Individuals left the parade-like procession to walk 
alongside cops and talk. 

Asia 

Istanbul, Turkey — Tens of thousands of Turks 
took to the streets on May Day for protests largely 
directed against the International Monetary Fund. 
"IMF: This nation is not for sale," read one huge red 
and yellow banner carried by the crowds marching 
through Istanbul, Turkey's commercial capital, un- 
der bright blue spring skies. As in previous years, a 
hefty police presence closely matched the numbers of 
protesters. Officers watched from rooftops while he- 
licopters clattered overhead and armored vehicles 
waited in side streets. Police said they had arrested 13 
leftist militants whom they claimed had been prepar- 
ing to provoke May Day violence. 

Demonstrations took place in other major cities 
but were forbidden in the mainly-Kurdish south- 
east. The demonstrators were a motley array of 
unionists, urban leftists, Kurds in colorful tradi- 
tional garb and long-haired university students in 
denim and corduroy. They chanted "Damn the IMF, 
long live socialist Turkey." Groups danced to drums 
and the wailing "zurna" pipes. Loudspeakers blasted 
out leftist anthems from the 1970s. "We are right 
and we will prevail," the crowds chanted. May Day 
protests in Turkey have a violent history: Thirty- 
seven workers were killed in 1977 when a suspected 
rightist gunmen opened fire on a May Day march 
sparking a stampede, and three demonstrators were 
killed in 1996 in clashes with police. 

For more information on May Day actions worldwide, 
check out www.infoshop.org. 
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Pirates on the loose in Portland 



Folks in Minneapolis fend off the cops with their puppet shields. 



Buffalo Trace EF! Occupies Indiana Office 


by Connor Larkin and Maya Devi 

On the morning of May 16, five activists from 
Buffalo Trace Earth First! occupied the Morgan- 
Monroe State Forest offices in a nonviolent pro- 
test of the timber sale program in the Indiana State 
Forest system. The action was timed to coincide 
with the first timber sale bids of the year for the 
Morgan-Monroe and Yellowwood State Forests, 
and with a rally outside the offices. While the 
occupation did not disrupt the bids, it sent a clear 
message to the Department of Natural Resources 
(DNR) and timber buyers that their efforts to log 
our forests will be confronted every step of the 
way. We announced our intention to stage ac- 
tions like this until the DNR agrees to end the 
timber sale program. 

We all locked arms together with lock boxes and 
a woman U-locked her neck to the ring of arms. The 
lockboxes we used in this action were not the 
"industrial strength" steel boxes activists have seen 
in other EF! actions; instead we experimented with 
various materials in combination, including flam- 
mable materials to make the use of power tools in 
dismantling them dangerous. This information per- 
suaded the conservation officers on site to refrain 
from using the chainsaws offered by loggers attend- 
ing the bid, as well as other available power tools. 
With no clear way to cut through the boxes, the 
officers could not physically, remove us from the 
office. We did our level best to chant, sing and 
generally annoy the hell out of the buyers gathered 
to bid on the trees, as well as the DNR personnel. At 
one point, a DNR employee approached us lying on 
the floor of the lobby and said "Could you please 
keep it down, we can't answer questions from the 
public when they call, we can't even hear ourselves 
think." From then on, the ringing phones were a 
signal to turn up the volume! 

In the end, not being prepared to take the office 
indefinitely, we negotiated to unlock and keep our 
equipment without arrest at the end of the business 
day. In response to this action, the Morgan-Monroe 
property manager has vowed not to offer any more 
sales until he has met with the.Department of Fish 
and Wildlife, not to allow cutting on the sales that 
were sold until July to accommodate our concern 
about nesting migratory neo-tropical song birds. He 
said he would make every effort to get a process in 
place to complete environmental assessments of the 
timber sales and consider phasing out the use of 
pesticides in state forests. 

While these concessions are not what we really 
want, they do represent a significant step forward. 


Just four days prior, the DNR refused to do any of the 
above actions when asked in a public meeting. What 
we got was the time we needed to organize an 
effective summer campaign. 

We took these actions because we have met with 
the DNR, and they have refused to end the timber 
sale program or even acknowledge its harm to our 
state forests. They don't offer public comment peri- 
ods or do the environmental analysis of the timber 


sales which is required by law. We feel it is time that 
we take our state forests back from the timber corpo- 
rations and the DNR, because the wild should exist 
for itself and not for profit. 

The DNR is planning to sell a total of 5,000 trees 
(159 truck loads) from alll2 state forests in the 
month of May alone. This represents an increase in 
the amount of timber that has been sold over the 
past few years. The DNR cut a total of 13,617 trees 
in 1998 and 17,500 trees in 1999, covering approxi- 
mately 3,000-3,500 acres each year. 

Indiana's state forests, while not enormous in 
size when compared to their western counter- 
parts, are some of the most biologically rich areas 
in the world. They are very important core forest 
areas in the Midwest, with the complex of state 
and federal lands in south central Indiana being 
the largest contiguous block of forest between the 
Smoky Mountains to the south and the Ozarks to 
the west. These wildlands are home to many spe- 
cies of animals and plants, including the north- 
ernmost population of the yellowwood tree. They 
contain the world's largest population of Indiana 
bats, a federally-listed endangered species that 


requires old-growth forest habitat. They are home 
to some of the best and most diverse concentra- 
tions of migratory neo-tropical songbirds, which 
are in decline throughout most of their range. 

The story of the yellowwood tree is the story of 
the fate of our state forests. In the past, a fairly large 
but concentrated population of these trees lived in 
the Yellowwood State Forest. The tree has smooth 
silvery bark, much like the beech tree, and beauti- 
ful white flowers in the spring. 
When the DNR conducts timber 
sales, there are often a large num- 
ber of "cull" trees. These trees are 
cut down and left because they 
are not valuable for timber. Beech 
trees are the most common vic- 
tims of the eugenic cull program 
as they are typically hollow, and 
the lumber that comes from them 
is twisted. In a "mistake," the DNR 
foresters marked a large part of 
the forest's yellowwood popula- 
tion as cull trees, and they were 
cut down and left to rot. The yel- 
lowwood trees have never really 
recuperated, but most of the sur- 
vivors are protected in areas that 
are off limits to logging. 

Buffalo Trace EF! feels that the 
campaign to protect the remain- 
ing public wild areas in our state forests should be 
done in the spirit of the lost yellowwood. It is a 
symbol of the diversity the forest once contained 
and of what happens when humans try to man- 
age nature. 

Buffalo Trace Earth First! has begun a campaign of 
nonviolent direct action striving to protect our 
remaining wildlands in Indiana. There are actions 
planned to take place throughout the summer, in 
both the forest and in the cities. We are planning an 
early summer encampment, with skill sharing and 
action-prep workshops. We are looking for places 
for people to stay, in addition to camping spots and 
food sources to support activists who come to lend 
a hand. We ask that only people serious about action 
come — no lowbaggers will be supported. 

If you can't come, please write to State Forester 
Burnell Fischer and tell him to stop logging in 
Indiana's state forests. His address is Room W296, 
402 W. Washington St., Indianapolis, IN 46204; 
(317) 232-4107. 

For more information contact Buffalo Trace EF!, 
POB 3503, Bloomington, IN 47402; (812) 332-4878; 
buffalotraceef@yahoo.com. 



Kickin' it Indiana style! Five activists use flammable lockboxes and bike locks 
to protest timber sales in Morgan-Monroe State Forest office. 


Wolves and Poodles 


A hey folks, wake up and smell the burning planet wolf to David 
Brower for resigning from the board of the Sierra Club. A former executive 
director of the club as well as one of its most charismatic and respected 
members, Brower, 87, announced his resignation "with no regret and a bit 
of desperation." 

"The world is burning and all I hear from them is the music of 
violins, " Brower said of the board. "The planet is being trashed, but 
the board has no real sense of urgency. We need to try to save the 
Earth at least as fast as it's being destroyed." 

An oh my god my computer isn't working, 
whatever shall I do? wolf to the creator 
of the "Love Bug" computer virus for 
infesting the computer systems of the 
Pentagon, the British Parliament and 
the National Aeronautics and Space Ad- 
ministration. The Pentagon reportedly 
sent the virus inadvertently to the CIA, 
the Civil Air Patrol and the General 
Accounting Office. With damages esti- 
mates reaching more than $1 billion 
worldwide, the virus also caused sys- 
tem administrators at Ford Motor Com- 
pany, the Jet Propulsion Laboratory, AT&T 
Corporation, The Walt Disney Company 
and others to shut down their email servers 
for hours. 



A maybe if I took Viagra, I'd have balls again poodle to Dave Foreman for 
badmouthing the ELF in the mainstream press. In a Las Angeles Times article 
entitled "Green and Mean: The new face of radical environmentalism," the co- 
founder of Earth First! and "editor" of the 1993 book Ecodefense: A Field Guide 
to Monkeywrenching was quoted as saying "l think the Earth Liberation Front's 
a bunch of nitwits, myself, if they're not actually working for industry. " Come 
on Dave, some of us actually remember when you were radical. 

A we don't know our ash from a hole in the ground poodle to the 
Environmental Protection Agency for deciding against regulating the 100 
million tons of ash and sludge produced yearly by coal-burning power 
plants. In a major concession to the industry, the agency announced it will 
merely develop voluntary coal-ash disposal standards that states could 
choose to follow to deal with the mercury, arsenic and cadmium-laden 
waste. Think of all the money that will be saved while we all get 
poisoned and choke to death! 

A 20 years too late poodle to Toups Technology Licensing for 
its recent announcement that it's changing its 
name to EarthFirst Technologies Inc. The 
company, which devises unusual technolo- 
gies that purportedly "help make energy or 
find oil in more ecologically responsible 
ways," decided its fate is better served 
with a new name with an enviro-friendly 
theme. The EarthFirst name is the brain- 
child of Toups' new chief executive, 

John Stanton. Stanton "owned" the 
EarthFirst name and convinced the 
Toups board that a name change made 
marketing sense. An EF! primer and a 
sample copy of the Journal are in the mail. 
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Rodolfo Still in Mexican Prison for Defeating Boise Cascade 


by Pat Rasmussen 
Free Rodolfo! 

This cry rings out in protests across the 
US as activists call for Rodolfo Montiel's 
release from prison in Guerrero, Mexico. 

Rodolfo Montiel is a hero pf sorts, 
the Mexican farmer who kicked Boise 
Cascade out of Mexico. American ac- 
tivists who had tried for years to stop 
Boise Cascade from logging old 
growth in their own communities 
marveled that the farmer ecologists 
in Guerrero had succeeded. Victor 
Menotti of the International Forum 
on Globalization traveled in Febru- 
ary 1999 to Guerrero to interview the 
farmers, hoping to get clues about 
how they had done it, clues that 
could help Chilean community mem- 
bers stop Boise Cascade from build- 
ing the largest chip mill in the world 
in Puerto Montt, Chile. 

"It's exploiting the Sierra, ending 
the water, the springs are disappear- 
ing, the arroyos and the rivers are 
drying out. As a farmer I saw that the 
corn, the beans and the fruit were 
producing less, the trees were not grow- 
ing, the corn, everything was going 
backward. We used to harvest up to 
three tons per hectare, now we don't 
get half a ton, with fertilizer," com- 
plained one farmer. 

On February 19, 1998, the farmers 
called a halt to logging in the Sierra. 
Over 100 communities banded to- 
gether in the Organization of Farmer- 
Ecologists of the Sierra de Petatlan and 
Coyuca de Catatlan. They said, "We 
do this for ourselves and all Mexicans. 

We have to reforest these mountains 
so that life can return." 

A few months later, Boise Cascade 
left, claiming shortages of supplies and 
bad weather. A company employee 
admitted to El Sur Acapulco that one 
reason they quit was the rise of the 
farmer ecologist movement. 

Former partners of Boise Cascade, 
angry that their logging and money 
flow had stopped, harassed Rodolfo 


and the farmer ecologists throughout 
the year as the farmers complained to 
authorities of the destructive logging. 
Rodolfo believes that it was they who 
denounced him to the military. On 
May 2, 1999, the Mexican military 
entered the village of Pizotla where 
Rodolfo was visiting, killed one farmer, 
then arrested Rodolfo and Teodoro 
Cabrera. They allegedly tortured 
Rodolfo and Teodoro with electric 
shock to the genitals, held them un- 
derwater in a river and forced them to 
confess to being revolutionaries. As 


soon as Rodolfo was in jail, the log- 
ging started again, but the commu- 
nity rose up to stop it. Rodolfo has 
been poorly treated in jail and has to 
pay for his food and water. Activists 
in American Lands and the Interna- 
tional Forum on Globalization began 
providing international support 
through a sign-on letter to Mexican 
officials and Boise Cascade. Donations 
were sent to Rodolfo's wife who passed 


them to him in prison. 

The Mexico City human rights law 
firm, PRODH, took their case but be- 
gan receiving death threats. In August, 
1999, the lead lawyer, Digna Ochoa, 
was kidnapped and driven around in 
the backseat of a car. In October Ochoa 
was tied up in her home, tortured and 
interrogated. The threats and violence 
corresponded with work PRODH was 
doing for Rodolfo. 

More help for Rodolfo and Teodoro 
came in the fall, when the new Hu- 
man Rights and the Environment 


Campaign sponsored by the Goldman 
Foundation and implemented as a 
joint project of Amnesty Interna- 
tional and the Sierra Club selected 
Rodolfo's case as one of 10 they would 
try to solve. In early April 2000, the 
Goldman Foundation awarded 
Rodolfo the Goldman Environmen- 
tal Prize for environmental heroism. 
Sierra Club and Amnesty Interna- 
tional representatives traveled to 


Iguala where they handed Rodolfo 
the prize in jail. In Mexico City they 
met with the Minister for the Envi- 
ronment and the Attorney General 
for the Environment, calling on them 
to investigate the logging abuses 
Rodolfo had tried to bring to their 
attention. They agreed to personally 
oversee the investigations. "Rodolfo's 
wife, Ubalda, traveled to the US in 
April for the Goldman Prize award 
ceremonies in San Francisco and 
Washington DC and to lobby for her 
husband's release. 

Activists from American Lands, Na- 
tive Forest Network and local activists in 
Boise, Idaho took Rodolfo's case to the 
Boise Cascade shareholder meeting April 
20, taking over the meeting inside for 
more than an hour. Activists challenged 
management about Boise Cascade's 
abuses in Mexico and called on the 
corporation to halt the proposed ori- 
ented strand board plant in Chile and to 
intercede on Rodolfo's behalf. Outside, 
over one hundred protesters circled the 
corporate headquarters, chanting "Free 
Rodolfo" and "Boise Cascade, Get Out 
of Chile's Rainforests." 

Rodolfo Montiel has now been in 
the Iguala prison in Guerrero, Mexico, 
for over one year. The plight of this 
farmer, who knows that his water 
comes from the forest, has pushed 
the destruction of Guerrero's forests 
into the international spotlight, 
bringing along with it the tragic tales 
of forest destruction in Chiapas and 
the Sierra Taruhumara. 

Rodolfo's case will come to court 
soon. You can help Rodolfo by writ- 
ing to the Mexican Ambassador to 
demand his release or by sending a 
donation for Rodolfo or his organiza- 
tion to American Lands. 

Jesus Reyes Heroles, Ambassador, 
Embassy of Mexico, 1911 Pennsylva- 
nia Ave. NW, Washington DC 20006. 

American Lands Alliance, c/o 
Rodolfo Montiel Fund, 726 7th St., 
Washington DC 20003. 



While in prison, Rodolfo Montiel Flores receives the Goldman Prize for environmental heroism 


BY M.R. 

This article is reprinted from the Litha 1986 issue of 
the Earth First! Journal. 

Once again "monkeywrenching" is a hotly de- 
bated topic, both in national news media and 
within Earth First!. And while the relative effective- 
ness of ecotage could be argued, that has not 
provided the focus of this important debate. What 
is being argued is the use of violence, the risking of 
human safety and the legality of individual actions 
not in compliance with existing statutes or laws. 
Critics of sabotage, such as Representative Pat Wil- 
liams (D-MT) have stated publicly that environ- 
mentalists have no right to take the law into their 
own hands and risk the safety of others, and point 
to more appropriate methods of achieving their 
goals, by working through the system. 

While such a statement might sound reasonable, 
it has no foundation in existing law, and is surpris- 
ing coming from a member of the highest lawmak- 
ing body in the US. We need not consult Marx or 
Mao Tse-Tung to find justification for taking the 
law into our own hands, for we find it in the 
writings of Jefferson and incorporated into the 
body of our own Constitution. The right to take 
action on behalf of one's beliefs, regardless of 
whether or not they conflict with existing law, is 
also sanctioned under international law, and this 
right has been consistently upheld by the interna- 
tional justice system since the end of World War II. 
Indeed, it is one of the mainstays of a free society. 
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International Law and Monkeywrenching 


First, let's look at the question of violence. The 
question is, "Does the mere fact that an action is 
violent make it wrong?" According to the law, the 
answer is an unqualified "No." The California Penal 
Code addresses this clearly when it states, "The 
question is not whether force may be used but only 
under what circumstances and to what extent. Any 
amount of such force is privileged if reasonably 
believed to be necessary for this purpose." This 
includes the use of "deadly force." 

On the subject of what is reasonable, Author W. 
Cambell, professor of law at California Western School 
of Law, wrote in the California Western International 
Law Journal (1986), "As a general rule courts will find 
a belief to be reasonable if a positive correlation exists 
between an actor's perception of his or her surround- 
ings and his or her knowledge of what has gone 
before." The law does not mandate that the govern- 
ment decide for us what is reasonable, but places the 
responsibility on the individual. 

That risks are taken when the option to use force 
is pursued is a matter of course. The law requires you 
to "take every reasonable precaution," but does not 
say that the presence of risk makes the use of force 
unnecessary or illegal. Nor does it say that the use of 


force is an exclusive privilege of the state or its law 
enforcement agencies. Domestic law recognizes 
the citizen's privilege to take reasonable steps to 
prevent the commission of a crime. 

US and international law clearly acknowledges the 
rights of Earth Firstiers to use ecotage to prevent the 
commission of a crime. The question is not whether 
monkeywrenching is legal or not, but when it is 
legal. Here again, we get support from international 
law. In the 1940 Convention on Nature Protection 
and Wildlife Preservation in the Western Hemi- 
sphere was a pledge by the signatories to "take the 
appropriate measures... to prevent the threatened 
extinction of any given species" as well as its "natural 
habitat." US law also upholds the rights of a species 
against the threat of extinction in the Endangered 
Species Act; and although it is not always enforced, 
it is the law. Again, we are obligated to decide for 
ourselves what is reasonable, and to take the appro- 
priate actions. 

The point I am trying to make is that Earth First! 
has every legal right, under existing law, to act as an 
environmental police force. We recognize a higher 
law, and that right is also protected within the 
framework of US domestic law. The real debate 
should be over what circumstances need be present 
to deem ecotage a "reasonable action." As we have 
said before, that is a personal decision, and those 
embracing ecotage tactics will always have a forum 
in these pages. It is still our position to neither 
condemn nor condone the actions a person sees fit 
in the fight for a better world. 
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Whistleblower reveals 
state of BC grizzlies 


In his most recent report, British 
Columbia government biologist and 
whistleblower Dionys deLeeuw, con- 
cludes that, "As a direct consequence 
of hunting overkill, the BC grizzly 
bear population as a whole has de- 
clined and, unless immediate steps 
are taken, will continue to decline." 
He goes on to state that, "A complete 
moratorium, starting immediately, 
must be placed on all sport hunting 
of grizzly bears in BC, at the very 
minimum until 2017, and possibly 
until well after 2050." DeLeeuw warns 
that BC grizzly bears are declining 
from ongoing habitat loss and that 
"exacerbating that decline by con- 
tinuing the grizzly bear hunt is bio- 
logically irresponsible." 

DeLeeuw's research finds that "the 
allowable kill of 300 grizzlies per year, 
established in 1979, was exceeded ev- 
ery year from 1965 to 1997, on aver- 
age by 236 bears." DeLeeuw estimates 
that a total of 17,694 grizzlies were 
killed during his study period. Female 
grizzly kill was especially excessive, as 
deLeeuw reveals that the BC govern- 
ment "has allowed an extensive fe- 
male overkill for at least the past 33 
years." If you are interested in reading 
deLeeuw's latest report on hunting 
overkill of BC's grizzlies, it is on the 
Raincoast Conservation Society 
website (www.raincoast.org). 

Friends of the Lubicon 
announce end of 
Daishowa boycott 

The activist group Friends of the 
Lubicon have agreed to formally end 
a seven-year boycott of Daishowa 
Inc. after the paper bag manufac- 
turer recently dropped a court ap- 
peal on boycott issues. 

Daishowa had appealed a 1998 deci- 
sion allowing the. activists to boycott 
the company's customers as part of its 
efforts to force a resolution to the long- 
standing land claims of the Lubicon 
Lake Indian band in northern Alberta. 

Friends of the Lubicon had infor- 
mally dropped the boycott in early 
1998 after Daishowa-Marubeni, a com- 
pany partly owned by Daishowa's Japa- 
nese parent company, agreed not to 
log in a 10,000-square-kilometer area 
claimed by the Lubicon. 

The boycott had cost Daishowa Inc. 
about $20 million in lost sales. That 
happened despite the fact that 
Daishowa-Marubeni, which operates a 
pulp mill near Peace River, has never 
logged in the disputed territory, said 
Peter Jervis, a lawyer acting for 
Daishowa Inc. 

"Daishowa's position is that we 
respect the Lubicon's position," 
Jervis said. There will be no logging 
in that area until this is resolved by 
the governments." 

Lubicon adviser Fred Lennarson said 
the latest agreement is a relief to the 
band, which regarded possible logging 
in the land-claim area as a threat. "When 
Daishowa says they will back off, then 
the Lubicon don't have to deal with 
this. That's the immediate benefit, " the 
Edmonton advisor said. Companies 
such as Daishowa can also put more 
pressure on governments to settle the 
land claim, he added. 

The boycott campaign began in 1991 
after the Alberta government granted 
the company a logging permit in the 
land-claim area, which has been subject 
to Lubicon claims for almost 70 years. 
About 500 members of the Lubicon 
band claim approximately 243 square 
kilometers was promised to them to 
build a reserve; 





BY FREYA 

To know the Everglades you must 
walk in them for miles. You must sit in 
the swamp, sleep in it and eat in it. Hear 
barred owls at night and the grunt of a 
bellowing gator nearby. Smell the pun- 
gent stench of the mangrove muck, and 
feel the nervous itch from sand fleas and 
mosquitoes. Marvel at rare, flowering 
orchids, and wade chest high through 
dark, primordial cypress strands. Canoe 
from the old-growth cypress, through 
saw grass prairies with white swamp 
lilies, by highlands of pine, sable palm 
and saw palmetto, to the brackish water 
and into the beginnings of the man- 
grove tunnels. Once inside, flowering 
bromeliads are in every crook and turn 
of the mangroves branches, and you feel 
as if they could be huge green spiders 
moving along with you. Out of the 
tunnels, into the wide estuarine river, 
where small campsites mark the old 
homesteads of outlaws turned farmers. 
On toward the outer beach islands with 
strange ecosystems of cacti, seagrass and 
the last reaches of mangroves. See a 
' dolphin at lightning speed, with a shark- 
like fin above water after its prey, and 
watch half a bloody fish fly out of the 
water. Watch a mother loggerhead turtle 
drag herself up a tiny strip of sand to dig 
her nest above the tideline. Glimpse a 
gigantic American croc, mouth wide 
open, and an endangered manatee lum- 
bering by. Track the bobcat, deer and 
bear that are definitely watching you. 
And realize that you will not now, nor 
most likely ever see signs of a Florida 
panther out there in the wide-open 
Glades. As Marjory Stoneman Douglas, 
one of the first Everglades conservation- 
ists said, "There are no other Everglades 
in the world." 

And the birds, you must see the birds: 
the snowy egret (hunted to near extinc- 
tion for their feathers in the early 1 900s), 
the great egret, the great blue, tri-colored 
and little blue herons; the black anhin- 


gas, wings spread to dry in the sun, and 
the coots and the moorhens; the sur- 
prisingly pink roseatte spoonbill, and 
the huge wood stork, grand and endan- 
gered; the kingfisher, the swallow-tailed 
kite, and the majestic, ever present fish- 
eater, the osprey. The Glades, in reality 
a wide, shallow river, gently and imper- 


ceptibly flowing toward the sea, slop- 
ing less than a quarter of an inch per 
mile, support an awesome amount of 
bird life. 

As amazing as the Everglades are today, 
they are much different than when man 
first explored them. At best estimates, 
South Florida wetlands are only half the 
size they were in the early 1800s. Before 
white settlers, the Everglades covered an 
area of almost nine million acres. The 
Everglades and its animals first encoun- 
tered the Native Calusas, then the Span- 


ish conquistadors, followed by the Semi- 
noles and Miccosukees (Creek Native 
Americans), who were forced south into 
Florida's hidden wetlands. Finally, when 
all the "good" land up North had been 
used up, and after years of war with the 
Seminoles and Miccosukees (many of 
whom never signed treaties with the 
American government), the peninsula 
became the slave state of Florida in 1 845 . 
People were invited to "Drain the Ever- 
glades" to make their fortune in farming. 
They were largely unsuccessful until the 
early '20s when almost 440 miles of ca- 
nals, levees, dams and locks were put in 
place by, what was then known as the 
Everglades Drainage District. Then, after 
devastating floods from hurricanes 
throughout the '20s, when 2,000 people 


Floodgates, starting and stopping the water flow 

died from a massive overflow of Lake 
Okeechobee, the Army Corps of Engi- 
neers (ACOE) began its involvement in 
the destruction of South Florida's wet- 
lands. It first created the Herbert Hoover 
Dike around most 6f the southern por- 
tion of the lake, effectively cutting off the 
Glades from their natural headwaters. 


The Glades continued having natural 
wet and dry seasons furnished by rains, 
accompanied by rejuvenating fire until 
the late/ 40s, when the all-encompassing 
Central and Southern Florida Project was 
authorized by Congress to drain and 
"manage" the Everglades. This was in 
reaction to a period of prolonged high 
water and natural flooding, which cov- 
ered nearly 90 percent of South Florida. 
The project was on par with Holland's 
reclaiming parts of the North Sea, and the 
legislation continues to be the rule of law 


in South Florida today. Ironically, Ever- 
glades National Park was created at about 
the same time, in 1947. 

The Everglades' natural flows were no 
longer a concern with the creation of 
the Central and South Florida Project. 
The disastrous changes in the ecosystem 
provided flood control for a designated 
Everglades Agricultural Area (currently 
made up of sugar fields) directly south of 
Lake Okeechobee, claiming essential 
Glades habitat for agriculture. It also 
created three Water Conservation Ar- 
eas, which are treated as lakes and reser- 
voirs, to control drought and flood. These 
areas provide backup irrigation for sugar 
cane fields as well as an emergency water 
supply for South Florida. The national 
park to the south of these areas ranks at 
a distant fourth for water demand, be- 
hind flood control, irrigation and ur- 
ban water supply. 

The canals built for these areas hasten 
fresh water to the sea, at a rate of one 
trillion gallons annually, preventing 
refurbishment of South Florida's drink- 
ing water supply, the Florida Aquifer. 
Also, this extreme diversion of water 
dramatically interrupts the natural sheet 
flow of the wide, shallow river. The 
decrease in freshwater flow reaching 
Florida Bay, along with consecutive 
droughts, is partly blamed for the mass 
seagrass mortality that occurred in the 
late '80s and throughout the early '90s, 
when roughly 28 percent of the thick 
turtlegrass beds, home to a diversity of 
marine life, were lost. In addition, the 
process the ACOE uses to open and 
shut floodgates when the waters reach 
the high and low marks on their gates is 
totally devastating to the park and the 
adjacent Big Cypress National Preserve. 
The tree islands and animals receive a 
rush of water followed by no water at all 
and suffer severely from the intense 
changes in water elevation. 


Vanishing 

Big Sugar and Flood Control 
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Everglades 

Are Eroding Florida's Legacy 


The Miami River used to have water- 
falls formed by a ridge marking the 
natural barrier between the fresh water 
of the Glades and the salt water of the 
sea. The waterfall was blown up in the 
'40s to form a canal for the southern- 
most Water Conservation Area, and 
during severe droughts, the wells of 
southern cities turn salty. The few 
coastal ridges and small changes in 
elevation are essential to the flow and 
depth of water in the Everglades, as well 
as determinants for different biomes. A 
foot of elevation change encompasses 
the wild tropical hammocks of stran- 
gler fig, gumbo limbo and wild coffee at 
the "top of the mountain" to palm, 
pine and willow islands; progressing 
down to expansive prairies of saw grass 
to the deep strands of the cypress . A few 
inches in elevation and water makes all 
the difference. 

"Sugar cane production exploded in 
South Florida in the early 1960s," said 
Randy Lee Loftis in the update to Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas' great book. The River 
of Grass. This explosion was attributed 
to the fact that the Cuban sugar supply 
was cut off with Fidel Castro's rise to 
power, quickly making South Florida's 
cane fields in the Everglades Agricul- 
tural Area (EAA) a top priority for federal 
subsidies, import quotas and the all- 
important water supply. The fields are 
now a virtual monoculture the size of 
Rhode Island and are still expanding. 
This is in some part due to soil loss. The 
future of the EAA and its prime location 
between Lake Okeechobee and the Ever- 
glades is bleak. There has been a threat 
from the sugar compa- 
nies that they will sell to 
developers after they hit 
bedrock. Currently, the 
effects of the phospho- 
rous outputs from the 
sugar industry are far 
reaching. The Ever- 
glades are naturally 
phosphorous limited, 
meaning that any addi- 
tional phosphorous in 
this ecosystem creates 
algal blooms, forming 
a eutrophic environ- 
ment choking out all 
other forms of vegeta- 
tion, and encouraging 
cattails, in which most 
wading birds cannot 
land and hunt for prey. In addition, 
600 tons of phosphorous are dumped- 
into Lake Okeechobee every year from 
agricultural areas around the lake cre- 
ating severe eutrophication com- 
pounded yearly. 

The Everglades are also being at- 
tacked from abroad, by exotic pest 
plants. South Florida is especially sus- 
ceptible to exotics because of its warm 
environment. Maleleuca trees form im- 
penetrable walls in what was once open 
prairie. They thrive from fire, releasing 
all of their seeds, are inclined to suck 
up huge amounts of water (they were 
originally introduced to help drain the 
swamp), and reproduce like there's no 
tomorrow. Australian pines and Bra- 
zilian pepper continue to propagate 
and block what would naturally be 
expansive views across the prairies. 
Hydrilla, water hyacinth and feral pigs 
are also among the contributors to 


native species obliteration. 

The Everglades Forever Act, signed 
in 1994 has been called empty for its 
inconsistencies and connections to 
Big Sugar. Alfy Fanjul, the sugar daddy 
(where did this phrase come from, one 
wonders?) of Florida Crystals, known for 
his unscrupulous contributions to the 
Democratic party, openly praised the 
Clinton administration after the bill was 
signed. It is no wonder considering his 
"scientists" helped form the plan. 
Marjory Stoneman Douglas refused to 
let her name be attached to the bill after 
she learned that it would allow unregu- 
lated pollution until 2006. It also shifted 
the main source of funding for the resto- 
ration from the sugar industry to the 
public. The current Restoration Plan is a 
result of the Restudy, a comprehensive 
review of the South Florida Water Sys- 
tem completed by the ACOE in order to 
complete the goals of the Everglades 
Forever Act. The Restoration Plan ig- 
nores some basic truths about the his- 
tory of the Glades. It effectively excludes 
the EAA from restoration efforts, actu- 
ally taking steps to preserve this industry 
into perpetuity, and takes only a small 
area of sugar land for filtration marshes. 
There is no thought of reconnecting the 
Everglades with Lake Okeechobee. The 
system is in no way a return to a natural 
system and is entirely "managed." 
There are also problems in the Restora- 
tion Plan with unclear, delineations 
between the natural system water sup- 
ply and human consumption water 
supply, as well as the funding lumped 
together for these purposes. 




Off-road vehicles have contributed to the depredation of the Glades . 


Currently, there is much debate over 
an eight-square-mile developed area 
just north of Taylor Slough and east 
of Shark River Slough, two key areas 
for Florida Bay fresh water replenish- 
ment. Many people in this area have 
settled there in spite of Dade County 
zoning rules, without the proper per- 
mits, and are on the wrong side of the 
L-31 canal which keeps the urban 
areas of Miami dry. They demand 
flood protection even though they 
effectively live in the Everglades. This 
largely affects the amount of water 
which can be delivered to the entire 
eastern portion pf Everglades National 
Park. There is a proposal to buyout 
the area and return it to the swamp so 
that sheet flow can be restored. Many 
landowners are vehemently against 
this proposal and would prefer the 
ACOE build a dike around the area. 
They would like the agency to con- 


tinue to "manage" the Glades while 
they gain flood control. 

Another issue in the area is the pro- 
posal by Dade County to develop Home- 
stead Airforce Base into a commercial 
airport. Homestead is located between 
Biscayne Bay National Park and Ever- 
glades National Park and its flight paths 
would fly directly over both parks. 
Biscayne is only one mile away from the 
proposed site and already has a dump 
on its northern end and a nuclear power 
plant on its southern end. This airport 
would disrupt the nesting and feeding 
of endangered birds as well as discharge 
toxic substances, easily absorbed into 
Florida's groundwater. There are other 
plans for the site which are under con- 
sideration, such as the Collier family's 
plan to trade some of their mineral 
rights in Big Cypress in exchange for the 
privilege of developing the area. 

In Big Cypress National Preserve 
there is an off road vehicle plan mov- 
ing forward that would create desig- 
nated trails within the "preserve. " This 
may seem like a good alternative to 
the general mud-boggin' that currently 
exists, except for the fact that these 
trails are another word for hardened 
roads made of plastic fill, which may 
block sheet flow in the swamp. Big 
Cypress is essentially a roadless area, if 
you discount the wide swathes of muck 
torn up by the swamp buggies and the 
almost complete criss-cross of tire 
tracks throughout the 
park which encourage 
channeling of water. 
This plan is all but ready 
to be implemented, 
barring a suit from the 
ORV groups. There is 
also the uncertainty of 
continued oil drilling 
in the preserve. 

Marjory Stoneman- 
Douglas lived until 1997 
and was a dedicated sup- 
porter of the Glades at 
the age of 108. She 
ended the landmark 
book she wrote in 1947 
with the treatise, "Per- 
haps even in this last 
hour, in a new relation 
of usefulness and beauty, the vast, mag- 
nificent, subtle and unique region of 
the Everglades may not be utterly lost." 
The Glades have been compared to a 
dying patient on life support, with the 
canals and pumps representing the tubes 
providing nourishment to a comatose 
person. It is no longer 1947, there are so 
many obstacles to restoration, and the 
Everglades are dying. The old tree-sits 
and roadblocks do not apply here. We 
need new and unusual ways to defend 
the Everglades. We need awareness and 
action for the Glades. The Everglades, 
Pa-Hay-Okee, or the grassy waters, do 
not speak loudly. The virtues of the 
Glades lie in their subtleties. It is be- 
cause of this quietness that we must be 
loud, very loud. 

For more information, contact the 
Everglades Conservation Network at 
800-753-5499; and the Friends of the 
Everglades at (305) 669-0858. 



Embera-Katio sign accord 
with government, ending 
four-month occupation 


On April 26, a group of more than 
165 Colombian indigenous activists 
from the 2, 400-member Embera- 
Katio tribe began packing up their 
belongings to return home after a 
four-month protest encampment in 
the yard of the Environment Minis- 
try in Bogota. The group, which was 
protesting the flooding of its lands 
in Cordoba department and destruc- 
tion of its livelihood by the Urra 
hydroelectric project, ended its oc- 
cupation after signing an agreement 
with the government on April 19. 

The new agreement provides for 
economic compensation toward ex- 
pansion of the Embera-Katio reser- 
vation and tribal initiatives for eco- 
nomic development, education and 
culture, and bars construction of a 
second proposed hydroelectric 
project, Urra II, which the govern- 
ment says it had already deemed 
unnecessary and not feasible. It also 
includes provisions to protect hu- 
man rights in the zone. The accord 
also explicitly recognizes the Embera- 
Katio's right to neutrality in 
Colombia's armed conflict. Specifi- 
cally, it commits the national gov- 
ernment to recognize that members 
of the Embera-Katio communities 
are non-combatants, exempt from 
military service, and that the com- 
munities have established their "non- 
involvement in the armed conflict 
in any form." The pact commits the 
government to abstain from using 
Embera-Katio community members 
or leaders as military or police guides 
or bodyguards, from paying commu- 
nity members as informants, from 
using community radio frequencies, 
and from any other activity that could 
be interpreted as involving the com- 
munity in the armed struggle. 

Greenpeace GM case ends 
with hung jury in UK 

The controversy over genetically 
modified (GM) foods intensified 
when a jury failed to decide if 28 
Greenpeace protesters had broken 
the law when they pulled up 750 
pounds worth of GM maize on a 
government-funded site. In the first 
case of its kind, the jury of six men 
and six women cleared the pressure 
group's executive director. Lord 
Melchett, and 27 fellow activists of 
stealing the crop when they uprooted 
it at Walnut Tree Farm near Lyng, 
Norfolk, in July last year. 

After seven hours of deliberation, 
the jury at Norwich crown court ad- 
mitted it was unlikely to reach a 
decision on whether they were guilty 
of criminal damage. The environ- 
mentalists, who pleaded not guilty 
to both counts, had argued they had 
a "lawful excuse" since they were 
acting to protect other maize crops 
and the environment from genetic 
"contamination" via GM maize pol- 
len. The jurors were discharged and 
the crown was given a fortnight to 
consider applying for a retrial. The 
activists came from as far afield as 
Edinburgh and Aberdeen and in- 
cluded a Baptist minister, beauty 
therapist and two teachers. 

Lord Melchett, who has a 890-acre, 
largely organic farm at Hunstanton, 
Norfolk, added that there was "huge 
public opposition" to GM trials, with 
one Norfolk farmer pulling out of the 
controversial farmscale program this 
week and the crop at the center of the 
case being banned in Austria during 
the criminal trial. 
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It's been a long haul, but with lots of hard work and the help 
of some open-minded professors, Nate Madsen has completed 
his educational goal of a Bachelors of Science in Physical 
Science while sitting in a redwood in Northern California. 
Nate has been in his treesit for a year and a half. 


Pepper Spray Plaintiffs—— •*••• 
•••••••••••••••••Ordered New Trial 


by Spring Humboldt County and its Sheriff's Department," 

the appeals court ruled. "We remand this action for 
Two and a half years after Humboldt County a new trial." 

Sheriffs began arrogantly sewing Q-Tip holsters The appeal decision also addressed in depth the 
onto their weapons belts and unwittingly kicked liability of the individual officers and concluded 
off international outrage at their pepper spray that "the district court erred in deciding that these 
tactics, the department is in the hot seat again, officials were entitled to qualified immunity as a 
The very same officers now find themselves in matter of law. We reverse the district court's deci- 
another sticky, or rather stinging, situation aris- sion to dismiss Sheriff Lewis and Chief Deputy injustice, so thank you, everyone. Let our songs and 
ing from the same pepper sptay incidents. On May Sheriff Philp." actions, our love and rage, be our demand, and let it 

4, the 9th US Circuity ^oupt of appeals issued a Otir new jury trial will most likely occur in the fall bring about a wilder, greener world, 

unanimous verdict against the Humboldt Sheriffs, or winter of this year. Donations for grassroots education and trial 

and in favor of those of us who were pepper- This landmark decision will have a ripple effect expenses are sorely needed and greatly appreci- 

swabbed and sprayed. in that it sets a legal precedent that will be helpful ated. Contact the Pepper Spray Fund c/o Trees 

In late 1998, we filed with the appeals court to to activists fighting the growing law enforcement Foundation, POB 2202, Redway, CA 95560; (707) 
ask for a reversal of Federal District Court Judge trend of chemical weapons deployment to quell 923-4377; trees@treesfoundation.org. 

Walker's decision to toss our civil rights suit out of political dissent. On a larger scale "Headwaters To obtain a video documentary by Headwaters 
court after a jury split four-to-four. We also dis- Forest vs. Humboldt County" now provides new Action Video Collective (HAVC), "Fire in the Eyes," 
puted the "qualified immunity" protection Walker case law that helps to undermine the sinister showing police pepper spray footage and back- 
granted to the policy-making officers. The protec- "qualified immunity" protection often afforded to ground on the struggle for the ancient redwoods, 
tion dropped their names from the suit and let officers in all kinds of excessive force cases. contact HAVC at havc@havc.org or by voicemail 

them off the hook from personal liability, leaving Abolitionist Frederick Douglas wisely said, "power at (707) 459-5490 ext. 582. 

only faceless departmental entities. We won hands concedes nothing without a demand." When the To read the full 9th Circuit Court appeal deci- 
down on both aspects of our appeal. pepper spray videotapes hit the news, outrage sparked sion, along with other articles and links about our 

"A rational juror could easily conclude that there debate and action, which has only intensified on the case, check out www.monitor.net. If you loathe 
was sufficient evidence for a verdict in favor of the heels of further incidents like the WTO Seattle pro- computers and the internet, write to the pepper 
plaintiffs. Accordingly, we reverse the district court's tests. Our pepper spray case would never have made spray plaintiffs c/o Trees, and we'll send you any 
decision to enter judgment for defendants it this far without people raising some hell about materials you want in hard copy. 


agle Creek 

way between life and a bone shattering death. High 
winds whipped the platform in wild sickening circles. 
I found myself high in anxiety and low in courage. 
I prayed for my life. I cursed the Forest Service for 
forcing us to resort to these ridiculous suicidal tac- 
tics. I thought about how many mainstream people 
view our activities as some sort of recreational pur- 
suit, and I cursed them as well. 

What we are doing up here is important, and it 
is righteous. It is not, however, fun. The position 
we have taken to protect these trees is deadly 
serious. By upholding illegal laws such as the 
Salvage Rider, the Forest Service has provoked a 
life-threatening showdown with the citizens whose 
interests it should be protecting. The Forest Ser- 
vice has ignored science to justify logging in this 
sensitive watershed. 

Despite the extreme risks of our situation, our 
volunteers are fearless. We have committed our- 
selves in mind, body and soul to protecting this 
pristine native forest. This is our drinking water 
supply, and it is our public forest! 

Activists, citizens everywhere, we invite you to 
come participate in the Eagle Creek direct action. 
Check our new, cutting-edge road blockade design, 
"The Pod. " Support our fight to stop one of the worst 
timber sales in Oregon. Together we can, and will, 
stop the rape of our public lands. 

For more information, contact the Cascadia Forest 
Alliance, POB 4946, Portland, OR 97208; (503) 241- 
4879; www.cascadiaforestalliance.org. 


Hanging out in "The Pod" high above the 

by Leprechaun Cascadia 

On April 14, representatives of the Oregon Natural 
Resources Council, the American Lands Alliance 
and the Cascadia Forest Alliance walked into the 
office of Harv Forsgren, Region Six supervisor for the 
US Forest Service. This was to be the last meeting to 
determine the fate of the controversial Eagle timber 
sales in the Mount Hood National Forest. We ap- 
proached Harv with the support of three national 
legislatures, two city councils, dozens of conserva- 
tion groups and even the logging company itself. 
We presented him with a packet of evidence the size 
of a phone book. What he gave us in return was a 
federal decree more shocking then we ever could 
have imagined. Not only did Harv refuse to cancel 
the Eagle timber sales, he actually stated he would 
like to see the timber harvest on public lands in- 
crease, that he would advocate for logging in late 
secessional reserves and that he believes logging in 
roadless areas improves forest health. This comes 
from the man who controls all federal lands in the 
Northwest, a self described "conservation leader." 

Two days later I stood at the beginning of Forest 
Service Road 4614, access to 500 acres of threatened 
RARE II roadless area. With a 100-foot tape measure 


and a scientific calculator, I leaned on a locked 
heavy steel gate, punching numbers, grum- 
bling loudly. The Forest Service built the gate 
in 1997 to block public access to the logging 
site. My opinion? The Forest Service cannot 
selectively administer admittance to public 
forests. If the road remains closed to citizens, it 
should be blocked to loggers as well. 

May 7, 1 p.m. We hid in the brush 100 yards 
uphill from the gate, sorting climbing lines, 
carabiners and over 1,000 feet of four milli- 
meter cord. "Goddammit!" I griped aloud. 
"Where is the center post (to the gate), the 
snow has melted, and it should be back by 
now. It's part of the design, so why haven't 
they put it back yet!" Vile weather was un- 
doubtedly affecting my spirits. 

Minutes later, as though by command, a 
Forest Service work truck arrived at the gate 
and loud metal clanging filled the forest. Bob 
crept quietly down to spy on them. Moments 
later he returned. "What the hell are they 
doing down there?" 

"They're putting up the center post," he whis- 
pered back. I grinned. These things seem to happen 
more often than luck would account for. 
j At 9 p.m., the Forest Service parked at the gate and 
waited (for us?). Convinced they were on to us, my 
jieart sank. Mysteriously, they drove away two hours 
later, and we sprang into action. 

Outfitted in waterproof kayaking gear, I battled up 
snow-laden trees, set the anchors and rappelled back 
down to the ground. Sarcastically, I thanked the 
Goddess for unleashing a late winter's storm on the 
night of our debut. 

At 2 a.m., I stood on the cargo net platform in the 
middle of the road. Relentlessly assailed by cruel 
sleet, shivering uncontrollably, I yelled a command 
jto the driver, "Up! " The car pulled forward and I rose 
skyward 20 feet, 40 feet, 70 feet... "Stop!" I screamed, 
land my ascent halted. The ground crew scrambled 
to tie off the support cords to the gate. The tow line 
slacked out, and I held my breath as the structure 
settled into place. I spent the coldest night of my life 
in sopping wet clothes. 

The next morning I awoke a frozen astronaut, 
floating in this surreal contraption, suspended half- 
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Santa Clarita Valley Threatened by Urban Sprawl 


by John Banister 

The northernmost frontier of Los Angeles County 
is desperately trying to keep Los Angeles' blight of 
urbanization at bay, and losing. In many minds, an 
imaginary line has been drawn here between the 
endless expansion of "model" homes, gargantuan 
strip malls, industrial centers, fast food 
chains and auto dealerships. Paralleling State 
Highway 126 from the Santa Clarita Valley 
and flowing for approximately 80 miles to 
its ocean outlet between Ventura and Ox- 
nard, lies this line — the Santa Clara River. 

This is the last unchanneled, undammed, 
un-systematically depleted wild river in Los 
Angeles County. 

Although quasi-intermittent at its upper 
reaches or typically almost dry in late sum- 
mer, albeit profuse underground aquifers, 
this river rages during the winter months 
and is always host to an abundance of 
plants and wildlife. The river connects the 
life of the upper deserts to the coastal chap- 
arral and sea. Southern steelhead, an en- 
dangered species struggling to make a come- 
back, now has the opportunity to spawn in 
the natural bed of this river. A small fish, 
dubbed the unarmored three-spinned stickle 
back and a candidate for the endangered 
species list, lives in the still pools of this river. Moun- 
tain lion, coyote, bobcat, deer, hawk, blue heron and 
even condors still access and utilize this river and its 
tributaries. The recent release of several condors in 
the nearby Sespe Condor Range attest to this. 

The Newhall Ranch Project, soon to envelope the 
eastern stretch of the Santa Clara River and the 
surrounding rugged slip-faulted oak strewn hills of 
the Santa Clarita Valley, is a massive 23,000 unit 


housing development. This endeavor was approved 
by the LA County Board of Supervisors one year ago. 
An apparent compromise was made after years of 
review and protest from local environmental and 
citizens' groups. The original proposal by Newhall 
Farm and Land Company planned over 25,000 units. 
Since this time Ventura County, as well as the Sierra 




The currently undeveloped land in northern Los Angeles 

Club and several local environmental groups, like 
Santa Clarita Organization for Planning the Environ- 
ment and Friends of the Santa Clara River, and 
impacted cities have filed suit against LA County. 

Many concerns still exist such as the depletion of 
underground aquifers, the concretization of tribu- 
tary streams, inadequate river buffers, flood plain 
intrusion and the implementation of wildlife corri- 
dors. Local water sources can not support this devel- 


opment, and already several massive wells have 
been dug in the area. Newhall Farm and Land 
Company has proposed to rechannel and concrete 
the river as well as every tributary within the devel- 
opment zone. A meager 100-foot buffer zone be- 
tween what is left of the river and development is 
also offered. (There is a counter proposal of at least 
500 feet.) Several wildlife corridors to sur- 
rounding mountains and nearby rivers need 
to be incorporated. Mountain lions still 
roam the high range corridor, an access 
route from the coastal range to Los Angeles 
and San Bernardino Forests. 

Meanwhile, the terrain is being system- 
atically chipped away by several surround- 
ing smaller developments ranging in size 
from 200 to 2,000 homes. We continue to 
watch with frustration as the heavy equip- 
ment lurches its way from the hillsides 
near 1-5 toward the river taking out oak 
trees, springs, canyons and truncating or 
altogether eliminating hills, leaving 
tightly organized barren terraces of relo- 
cated dirt. The earth movers appear to 
leap forward then briefly retreat into an 
idle and wait. The work crews amass, and 
the new home market booms. 

So once again, another day I will com- 
County. mute along this river preparing to say 
"good-bye" to another piece of it. The ongoing 
fantasies of earthquakes thrusting the newly built 
homes off their earth-moved and unstable foun- 
dations shattering the new home market in the 
area continue; the visions appear of marauding 
night raiders monkey-wrenching the giant earth 
movers and risking it all in an attempt to slow 
down this destructive version of the "American 
Dream." The dream needs to change. 


Sharp as Saguaros, and Just as Dangerous!-A rizona Proposal Revisited 


by Daniel Patterson, Jeneiene 
Schaffer, Rodrigo, and Tortuga 

For many, the Earth First! Journal 
was our first exposure to others who 
share a vision and commitment to a 
worldview where natural creation has 
worth much greater than humans de- 
termine. The Earth First! Journal repre- 
sents the vital role we all play in 
something much larger than our- 
selves. Earth First! isn't a group, it is a 
movement. And even beyond that, it 
is the continuation of a resistance 
older then anyone alive today. 

The Earth First! Journal was, is and 
always will be our voice — the voice of 
the Earth and her last defenders in a 
world where ecological destruction con- 
tinues. To those who resolve to protect 
biodiversity no matter the cost and who 
stand honorably in defense of Her, we 
ask for the honor of publishing the Earth 
First! Journal in Tucson. 

At this year's Organizers' Conference, 


traditionally draws from. There are many 
across the world and outside of our 
privileged society who adhere to Earth 
First! principles and only lack the name. 
These are the people we hope to add to 
our ranks, in addition to those of us 
already living in the "belly of the beast. " 

Tucson's location on the US/Mexico 
border, the frontlines of the 
corporatization battle in North America, 
makes it a prime location for the Earth 
First! Journal. Tucson represents a micro- 
cosm of the networking Earth Firstlers 
do with disenfranchised peoples over- 
looked by predominantly white-con- 
trolled environmental organizations. 
Our vision is more then a vision; it's a 
reality. A reality Earth Firstlers in Ari- 
zona have worked years to develop. 

In Tucson, it is not uncommon to see 
Tohono O'odham, Yaqui, Apaches, and 
Chicanos working side by side with Earth 
Firstiers and other environmentalists 
committed to the restoration of the 
Earth. The Journal's presence here would 


printers less expensive than what the 
Journal is currently paying at the same or 
better quality. An updated version of the 
Earth First! primer is also in the works, 
with a Spanish translated version. Funds 
for the move are being secured, and we 
are reviewing the guidecircles under 
which the Journal operates. A diversity 
of folks have come forward to work on 
the paper in Tucson, and there is a broad 
foundation of knowledge and experi- 
ence ranging from sub-boosting, to front- 
line activism, to editorial and computer 
experience in the community. Our pro- 
posed timeline for a potential move of 
the Earth First! Journal entails a process 
webelievewouldtakefour tosixmonths. 

We encourage all who care about the 
Earth First! Journal to come to the Katuah 
Round River Rendezvous July 2-9 and 
help make these decisions. Not since the 
Journal moved from Missoula eight years 
ago have discussions been so stimulat- 
ing and constructively critical for the 
Earth First! Journal. It is our intention at 


beautiful and inspiring part of Turtle 
Island, and this Rendezvous prom- 
ises to be positive, fun and motivat- 
ing. Get out there all ya warrior hill- 
billies, crushes, rednecks, anarchists 
and hippies! If you cannot make it to 
Katuah, we still want to hear your 
opinions on the Earth First! Journal 
based in Tucson. Please call, write, 
email or send smoke signals to Tuc- 
son Earth First!, POB 3412, Tucson, 
AZ 85722; (520) 623-5252 x.303; 
az_earth_first@hotmail.com; one 
puff, two puffs, one puff. 

Those of us behind this proposal be- 
lieve our goals for the Earth First! Journal 
are ripe and revolutionary. We respect- 
fully ask the Earth First! movement to 
give us the opportunity to demonstrate 
our skills and solidarity with the Jour- 
nal. Lives, whole species of imperiled 
plants and animals in the natural world 
depend on all of us. Give us the chance, 
and we will not let them or you down. 


members of Tucson Earth First! made a 
proposal to move the Journal. We articu- 
lated our vision and explained that rather 
than shift away from defending biodi- 
versity, we believe a move to Tucson 
would broaden our struggle without 
compromising our core principles. 

Our desire is to continue to represent 
Earth First!'s social, political and spiri- 
tual evolution not only in the pages of 
the Journal, but in the Earth First! move- 
ment itself. It is our hope to see the 
Journal be more than an outlet to trans- 
form mainstream environmentalists into 
radical environmentalists. It's time for 
the Journal to be utilized to expand our 
ranks to include indigenous traditional- 
ists, environmental justice activists and 
others removed from the type of envi- 
ronmental activist circles Earth First! 


strengthen these connections while 
building our larger movement. We are 
not content with the Journal simply be- 
ing read by indigenous youth, people of 
color and other potential Earth Firstlers. 
We know with the paper in Tucson 
these people will also be a part of its 
production and ultimately the actions 
reported in it. We want to break the 
chains which make environmental ac- 
tivism a choice, and see Earth First! 
become the logical and natural step for 
all peoples disenfranchised by the fail- 
ure democracy and unwillingness of the 
US to protect our environment for fu- 
ture generations. 

Since the Organizers' Conference, 
we've refined the details of our proposal. 
We've developed solid leads for inex- 
pensive office space and found several 


this year's Rendezvous to present the 
Tucson Journal proposal based on 
comments from the movement. 

Our proposal is backed by our mi 
community with the commit- 
ment and skills necessary to pro- 1 * 
duce the Journal and represents a f 1 
bright, diverse and fresh future \ 
for radical eco-journalism. V 
Tucson's editorial collective can- 
didates will be at the Rendez- J 
vous, prepared and open to your V 

constructive scrutiny, com- 
ments, questions and requests. M 
Our collective formation pro- 
cess is continuing, open and 
inclusive and allows anyone 
with a sincere interest in the ‘ 
Journal an equal opportunity to be 
heard and considered. Katuah is a 
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GrancIma PERchEd ii\i an ArI<ansas Post OAk 


by D. Grant Haynes 

The old-boy system at city hall has run into a 
glitch in Fayetteville, Arkansas. 

A system that had seen a tree-protection ordi- 
nance largely circumvented through loose interpre- 
tation of canopy cover and other requirements for 
years, with the assent of the mayor and a majority of 
planning commission and council members, has 
been challenged. 

A 53-year-old grandmother named Mary Lightheart 
climbed into a 200-plus-year-old post oak tree on a 
commercial building site in north Fayetteville on May 
3 and hasn't descended yet (May 20), despite threats 
of dire legal consequences for herself and her support- 
ers. A police blockade of the forested, 305-acre site has 
denied her visitors, food and medicine at times; the 
city's mayor made a personal visit asking 
her to come down. 

Mary is protesting the Fayetteville City 
Council's May 2 vote allowing a North. 

Carolina developer to cut most of the 
trees in a grove of 81 old and rare hard- 
woods on a 30-acre section to make 
room for a Kohl's department store and 
a vast parking lot. 

Mary's treesit is the culmination of a 
months-long battle between environ- 
mentalists who want to preserve some 
of the natural beauty of Fayetteville 
and politicians and businessmen rep- 
resenting an aggressive private sector 
in northwest Arkansas who believe 
progress requires endless industrial and 
retail expansion. 

The 305-acre site at the center of the 
controversy was rezoned for commercial 
use in the mid-1990s. It is now being sold 
in sections to developers like Argus Prop- 
erties of Charlotte, North Carolina, by 
CMN Properties of Springdale, Arkansas. 

Caught off guard by the treesit, a calculated act of 
civil disobedience in a sleepy university commu- 
nity of 53,000 that seldom sees anything more 
challenging than rowdy football fans, Fayetteville 
police allowed a steady stream of friends and sup- 
porters to walk onto the Lightheart site for the first 
week of the treesit. 

But when it became obvious the spunky grand- 
mother in the oak tree was serious and intended to 
stick it out through thunderstorms and all that nature 
could throw at her, an attorney for CMN Properties 
warned that future visitors to Lightheart's treesit 
would be arrested and charged with criminal trespass. 

And so they have been, in a steady stream for a week. 

Eleven individuals have sauntered past "no tres- 
passing" signs in the clear view of waiting police 
officers with parcels of food, water and medications 
for Mary in a show of nonviolent civil disobedience 
not common in conservative Arkansas. 

Each trespasser has been arrested with the fanfare 
of media coverage, charged with criminal trespass 
and released on her or his own recognizance. 

One retired university professor walked back 
onto the forbidden site twice in a single day, 
getting arrested twice to express his outrage that a 
grove of mature hardwoods should be decimated 
to make room for another department store. 

And a decorated Vietnam veteran and former 
prisoner of war made the pilgrimage with the cane 
of a partially blind man to show his support. He too 
was arrested, as were several adolescent girls. 

The land in question, once part of a 900-acre, 19th 
century farm, includes a meandering stream bound 
on either side by the ancient post oaks, red oaks, 
alders, hickories and elms. Surrounded by typically 
noxious suburban sprawl, the trees and the stream are 
an oasis from another, more appealing time. 

Environmentalists believe the hardwoods cari be 
protected on the basis of a "rare and landmark" tree 
clause in Fayetteville's tree ordinance. The unique 
grove represents a microcosmic slice of original 
prairie-savanna landscape. That ecosystem was never 
common in Arkansas and is even less so now that 
much of the land has been changed by humans. 

Since the city adopted its Tree Protection and Preser- 
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vation Ordinance in 1 993, the administration of Mayor 
Fred Hanna has encouraged a loose and flexible inter- 
pretation that lets developers regularly cut most or all 
original trees on sites. Developers meet the ordinances 
requirements by placing saplings in planters around 
vast asphalt parking lots. That worked well until Kim 
Hesse, a bright young landscape administrator, was 
hired by the city in 1998. 

After gaining her feet and learning something of 
the system of Fayetteville's city government, the 
courageous woman looked a bit harder than her 
predecessor had at large-scale development plans 
coming across her desk. Hesse began to challenge 
excesses and abuses of Fayetteville's tree ordinance 
that previously slipped by with a wink and a nod. 

The present controversy began in early April 
when Hesse recommended that the planning com- 


mission reject the Argus Properties development 
plan, which would cut all but two of the 81 hard- 
woods on the 30-acre lot to acomodate the devel- 
opment. The planning commission rejected the 
plan on Hesse's recommendation. 

Undaunted, Argus came back to Fayetteville several 
times over the next weeks. Each visit saw the com- 
pany stingily concede a few more trees, but its repre- 
sentatives were never willing to approach the 15 
percent minimum canopy requirement Hesse in- 
sisted was the unambiguous intent of the law. 

The last offer — 10.29 percent — was delivered to 
the planning commission on April 24 by an an- 
noyed Argus representative who indicated his pa- 
tience was wearing thin. 

Worn down by pressure from within and without 
the Hanna administration, and near the end of a 
marathon three-hour commission meeting, Hesse 
finally said she considered the 10.29 percent Argus 
canopy cover concession to be "reasonable," al- 
though still not within the letter of the city's law. 

Planning commissioners hastily approved the 
Argus plan at the 10.29-percent canopy level. Under 
that plan, about 60 percent of the 8 1 ancient trees in 
question would be cut to make room for the store. 

Environmentalists got a glimmer of hope when a 
maverick city alderman appealed the planning com- 
mission decision to prevent the council from approv- 
ing the Argus plan. His appeal was denied on May 2. 

As a last, desperate resort, Mary Lightheart and 
four other activists went to the grove in the pre- 
dawn hours of May 3 to occupy a tree before a sawing 
crew could come in. 

One participant remembered the momentous night 
and morning this way: "After the city council meet- 
ing, I called a friend, and asked what she was willing 
to do to stop the trees from being cut down," the 
dedicated activist explained. "She said she'd hug a 
tree until she was arrested. We agreed to meet at 6:30 
a.m. near the Home Depot store and find the trees." 

"Five women showed up," the activist contined. 
"Three said they were willing to be arrested. We had 
a circle and said a little prayer. We dedicated our- 
selves to saving the trees. By 10 a.m. Mary was in the 
tree, and we started spreading the word by contact- 
ing the media and everyone else we could think of." 


Mary Lightheart spent the first hours of her treesit 
literally sitting about 15 feet off the ground on a 
wide limb of the first of the two trees she has 
occupied since her treesit began. By day's end on 
May 3 friends had fashioned a hammock for her and 
secured it between branches of the old oak. 

When Mary's supporters discovered the oak they 
had chosen was actually one of the 30 or so not 
slated for cutting, they moved her to another, 
larger tree that is marked for the chainsaw. Mary 
was also provided a plywood platform with tarps for 
greater comfort and security in inclement weather 
in her second tree. She remains in that tree at a 
height of about 22 feet. 

Of course, there have been fewer visitors since 
May 11 when Fayetteville police established a 
presence at entrance points to the property and 
began warning off or arresting all who 
sought to enter. 

Mary Lightheart is being taken seriously, 
with daily media coverage at the state level. 
Arkansans who had never considered such 
things now are thinking and discussing the 
intrinsic value of a grove of trees. 

Each day, three or four more citizens pur- 
posely cross police lines to face arrest and a trip 
to the jail in order to make a statement in 
support of Mary and the trees. And each week- 
day, construction workers continue to build 
the roads and access facilities that will be used 
to haul out the 225-year-old trees before the 
summer is over if the corporation paying 
their wages has its way. 

Apologists for the greed-ridden private sec- 
tor and the mayor's office talk of redesigning 
the store or reducing the parking lot size so a 
few more trees can be spared. 

But most local environmental activists — 
who have been riveted into action by Mary 
Lightheart's treesit — want no less than a 
total victory with all 81 trees in the grove set aside 
as an urban forest. That would be the first step in 
development of a green belt for a more enlightened 
21st-century Fayetteville, whose residents have 
moved beyond the suicidal industrial paradigm 
that equates progress with unlimited and uncon- 
trolled growth. 

Whether Lightheart's beloved oaks are cut or granted 
a reprieve, the cause of environmentalism in Arkan- 
sas has been given a boost by the actions of a coura- 
geous woman from Goshen named Mary Lightheart. 

Ed. Note: Since this article was submitted, Lightheart 
was drawn from her tree on May 26 through what 
many believe was a bogus threat of a contempt citation 
in an unrelated divorce action. Two other tree sitters 
took Mary's place while she went to court, where she 
was found not to be in contempt. Mary then walked 
back onto the site and into the hands of arresting 
police officers. 

After luring Mary from the tree and preventing her 
successful return, police moved quickly to arrest and 
remove the new sitters and to destroy base camp and 
treesit platform late on the night of May 25. 

Several prior and subsequent legal actions in local 
and federal district courts mounted by Lightheart sup- 
porters in desperate attempts to ward off the chainsaws 
and dozers have been equally rebuffed. 

On May 24 ,a suit was filed jointly by representa- 
tives of the Sierra Club, the Washington County 
League of Women Voters and a private individual, 
arguing that the Fayetteville City Council failed to 
follow its own tree protection ordinance in approving 
a large-scale development with less than a 15 percent 
tree canopy cover. 

An injunction against cutting the trees was granted 
at a hearing in May, but only if environmentalists 
could secure a $310,000 surety bond on 48-hour 
notice. That proved impossible. While a trial date has 
been set for October 30, the restraining order expired 
on June 2. Few expect any of the trees to be standing 
when the trial date arrives. 

Lightheart's supporters will continue to fight for the 
trees to the last hour, and large-scale civil disobedience 
is anticipated at the site when the trees begin to fall 
sometime this summer. 



Mary Lightheart holds down the fort 22 feet up 



Occupation on Vieques RaMed 

even if the Navy returns the lands it expropriated 
from the Viequenses, certain parts of the island will 
by Victor Rodriguez never be recovered because of the prohibitive costs 

"The US has repeatedly and pridefully declared its of cleanup. Most likely there will be extensive swaths 
policy on political status to be that of self-determination, of land fenced as a permanent scar the Navy has left 
Yet here is a record of a decade of hanky panky... What on Isla Nena (Girl Island) as Puerto Ricans affection- 
is most damaging is the FBI swashbuckling at the time ately call Vieques. 

of the plebiscite (is that self-determination?) and even at 1° 1998 alone, the Navy dropped 23,000 bombs on 

the time of the 1 968 general election. " this 52-square-mile island where 9,300 people live 

— US government memo, summarizing results of an in a narrow belt of land ensconced between two 
analysis of FBI documents conducted on behalf of Presi- Navy-held properties. More than 16,000 of these 
dent Jimmy Carter (Fernandez, 1996) bombs were explosive and 7,000 were not. Between 

1983 and 1989 the Navy dropped 55,381 bombs 
During the last century Vieques has represented US according to its own June 1 999 report, "The Na- 
colonial policy in its rawest form. The beautiful island tional Security Need for Vieques." asking the Navy to cease bombing immediately and 

of Vieques, part of the Puerto Rican archipelago, is a While the odds seem to be against the Viequenses, to dismantle its facilities in the island.) This referen- 

banner of both the struggle for democracy in Puerto the resilience, experience and the support of the dum will be offered on a timetable decided by the 
Rico and the contradictions of US-Puerto Rico rela- majority of Puerto Ricans on the island and in the US Navy. The Navy has also offered a vague commit- 
tions. The death of Viequense David Sanes Rodriguez (where protests have taken place in more than 17 ment to leave the island in three years, although it 
and the wounding of four others by a Mark-82 bomb cities), Spain, Mexico and Korea may well impact has violated previous agreements. However, bomb- 
dropped by a Navy F-18 on April 19 last year has again US-Puerto Rico relations like no other time in the ings will continue with "inert" bombs on a reduced 
brought Puerto Rico's colonial profile into sharp 102 years of US colonialism in Puerto Rico, basis (90 days a year) for the next three y^ars. 

relief as well as the negative impact it has had on the In fact Vieques was a centerpiece in previous La Isla Nena and the social movement supporting 
island's ecology. processes linked with the seemingly eternal but it serve as a sextant to mark a course that may impact 

For more than 60 years, Viequenses have waged always slippery aspiration of Puerto Ricans for real the 500-year-long struggle to achieve a greater de- 
a lonely struggle to regain their paradise lost. The self-government. During the late 1950s, the Navy, gfee of self-government. But this course might take 
recent series of events covered by the world press in a process they disingenuously called "real estate some unexpected twists since the participants in 
are not the first confrontation between the mighty negotiations, " demanded that the entire population this movement represent a coalition of forces never 
US Navy and the people of Vieques; it's just that of Vieques, including its cemeteries, be transferred before seen in the island's political history. This 
this time they are not alone. The recent May 4 to the "Big Island. "Ironically, Governor Luis Munoz coalition gathered February 21 in what was probably 
arrests of more than 214 protesters engaging in Marin (a supporter of Puerto Rico's present Com- the largest mass political demonstration in Puerto 
peaceful civil disobedience has brought this struggle mon wealth status), behind the backs of the Rico's history. Estimates of the crowd size were from 
to new level. The arrested represented a cross- Viequenses, expressed his willingness to allow the 85,000 to 150,000 and the event was widely covered 
section of Puerto Rican civil society: nuns, priests, Navy to create the anomaly of a Puerto Rican mu- by the US press. „ 

ministers, pro-independence activists, environmen- nicipality in "exile," a town that existed outside of More importantly, this cause has fanned the 
talist, peace activists, entertainers, athletes, house- its jurisdiction. flames of nationalist fervor against the US. The US 

wives and college students. In The Disenchanted Island, Ronald Fernandez quotes has historically perceived Puerto Rico as a "bridge" 

Federal marshals, 1,500 marines, FBI agents, and the a letter Gov. Munoz wrote to President Kennedy on for experimentation with democratic institutions 
riot squad of the local police have not been able to December 28, 1961. In it Munoz says that, although fo a Latin American setting. The "bridge" metaphor 
deter Viequenses and their supporters from their ma- he prefers that the project of moving all the residents has some obvious "Manifest Destiny" implications 
jor goal of impeding any further bombing in the firing off the island be abandoned " ...unless it is not merely of expansion into the United States' southern neigh- 
bors. More concretely, the "bridge" has allowed US 
armed forces to invade Latin American countries 
when their politics conflict with US national inter- 
ests. Vieques served as a "support unit" in th'e 
launching of the 1965 invasion of the Dominican 
Republic and the invasion of Panama in the '80s. 
But the democratic experiment has not entailed 
allowing Puerto Ricans the freedom to effectively 
choose options of real self-government without 
external intervention. 

While Vieques is a boon to nationalist, pro-inde- 
pendence sentiment, many of the participants and 
activists just see themselves as good US citizens 

More recently, to celebrate Mother's Day, 52 pro- -/ " exercising their US constitutional rights. Alba 

testers surreptitiously entered the Naval base. After desirable, but clearly critically and urgently necessary Encarnacion, a leader of the Vieques movement, is 
their five-hour protest inside the restricted area, they f° r the military defense of the Nation (sic)." These a n active member of the New Progressive Party and 
were arrested. Among the arrested were former world exchanges fed into the process which led to the 1967 a supporter of US statehood, 
middleweight boxing championJose"Chegui" Torres referendum on the Puerto Rican status. This "plebi- What really may have a significant impact in 
and other prominent figures who are attempting to scite" did not obligate the US to any status option the future US-Puerto Rico relations is that for the first 
keep the pressure on the Navy to make sure the islanders embraced. In 1967, the Puerto Rican people time, Puerto Ricans are the subjects of their own 
bombings cease. Until they were arrested recently, chose the "enhancement" of the present Common- history. Most of the significant milestones in US 
some of the original protesters stayed hidden within wealth status. They are still waiting for its enhance- policy changes toward Puerto Rico were not the 
the live-impact zone in camouflaged camps they had rnent after two more plebiscites in 1993 and 1998, outcome of Puerto Rican volition but of the vagar- 
prepared with water and food. Casimiro and Pedro, both of which were won by various coalitions of ies of international dynamics. In 1917, the US 
the two college sons of Viequenses' leader Carlos statehood opponents. imposed citizenship on Puerto Ricans despite its 

Zenon, were among those hidden in the live-impact Vieques has always clamored for attention to its rejection by the Puerto Rican legislature. The US 
zone. The protesters are promising major civil disobe- plight, but many times it has been ignored by its wanted to build loyalty among Puerto Ricans dur- 
dience actions if the Navy commences their regular fellow Puerto Ricans on the big island. Recently, fog the first world war period. On that occasion, 
large-scale bombing and training. Puerto Rican Governor Pedro Rossello (a pro- Puerto Ricans were not allowed to vote on whether 

Also, in a recent, unprecedented event in the statehooder also of the "Big Island"), who without they accepted US citizenship or not. In 1952, the 
island's history, federal judge Carmen Consuelo consulting the panel he named to develop Puerto US "allowed" Puerto Ricans to draft their own 
Vargas de Cerezo inhibited herself from participat- Rico's policy regarding Vieques, signed an agree- constitution, again as a reaction to Cold War poll- 
ing in any proceedings related to Vieques. She said ment that is being rebuffed by the majority of Puerto tics and to avoid the image that having a colonial 
in a press release that, "Vieques is a peaceful, silent Ricans. This agreement with President Clinton did possession would have given the US. 
prayer for healing before the holy sacrament." Her not permanently stop the bombing nor did it lead to This time around Puerto Ricans were calling the 
decision has stunned the federal legal establishment the immediate dismantling of Navy facilities on the shots, and Washington was beginning to listen, at 
but has been strongly supported by leaders of the island. These two conditions were central pieces of least until Gov. Rossello broke ranks with the rest of 
Vieques social movement. It is a sign of how the a national consensus arrived at by diverse forces in Puerto Rico and signed an accord rejected by most of 
moral and peaceful character of the movement is Puerto Rico, and until Gov. Rossello's agreement, it Puerto Rico's civil society. In many ways Puerto 
penetrating deeply within the island's political and h a< i become the government's policy. The agree- Ricans flexed their muscles, and they have liked how 
legal establishment as no other social movement in ment with President Clinton provides for a referen- it feels! The US Navy hasn't confronted such stub- 
Puerto Rico has before. dum of the Viequenses as to whether or not they born resistance in 102 years. 

What the Viequenses demand is the basic human want the Navy to continue the bombings, coupled Dr. Victor M. Rodriguez is a professor of Sociology at 
right to live in peace in their own land. The island with an offer of money if they allow the Navy to Concordia University, 1530 Concordia, West Irvine, CA 
has suffered ecological damage to the extent that resume the bombing. (But there is no option for 92612;rodriguez@cui.edu;members.home.net/rodrigvm. 
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range in Vieques. A minor training event took place 
some days after the arrests, but it was mostly a sym- 
bolic effort by the Navy to show the world that they are 
still in control. Just a few days after his arrest on May 
4, former Senator Ruben Berrios Martinez, president of 
the Puerto Rican Independence Party (PIP), and the 
party's ecological advisor, Jorge Fernandez Porto, were 
able to gain entry into the restricted zone. After their 
arrest, they were taken in a helicopter to the Federal 
Court in San Juan where they were charged with a 
misdemeanor and then released. They told the judge 
they do not recognize the authority of the court and 
will return to Vieques soon. 
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Bolivian Uprising Reverses Water Privatization 


In a stunning concession to four days of massive 
public uprisings, the Bolivian government an- 
nounced April 14 that it was breaking the contract 
it signed last year that sold the region's water 
system to a consortium of British-led investors. 

A general strike and road blockades that began 
April 1 1 in Cochabamba shut down the city of half 
a million, leaving the usually crowded 
streets virtually empty of cars and 
closed schools, businesses and the 
city's 25-square-block marketplace, 
one of Latin America's largest. 

The government’s surprise agreement 
to reverse the water privatization deal 
follows four months of public protest. 


the protesters with more than 1,000 police and an 
armed takeover of La Cochabamba's center. Two 
days of police tear gas and rock-throwing by march- 
ers left more than 175 protesters injured and two 
youths blinded. 

February's violent clashes forced the govern- 
ment and the water company to implement a rate 
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Greater meaning 

While rumors are surfacing that the 
government might backtrack on its 
promise, for Bolivians the popular 
victory apparently won over water 
has much wider meaning. "We're 
questioning that others, the World 
Bank, international business, should 
be deciding these basic issues for us, " I 
said protest leader Oscar Olivera. "For 
us, that is democracy.'' 

The selling-off of public enterprises to foreign 
investors has been a heated economic debate in 
Bolivia for a decade, as one major business after 
another — the airline, the train system, electric 
utilities — has been sold into private (almost al- 
ways foreign) hands. Last year's one-bidder sale of 
Cochabamba's public water system, a move pushed 
on governmept officials by the World Bank, 
brought the privatization fight to a boil. 

In January, as (he new owners erected their 
shiny new "Aguas del Tunari" logo over local 
water facilities, the company also slapped local 
water users with rate increases that were as much 
as double. In a city where the minimum wage is 
less than $100iper month, many families were hit 
with increases 1 of $20 per month and more. 

Tanya Paredes, a mother of five who supports 
her family as a clothes-knitter, says her increase of 
$15 per month was equal to what it costs to feed 
her family for one and one-half weeks. "What we 
pay for water comes out of what we have to pay for 
food, clothes and the other things we need to buy 
for our children," she said. 

Public anger over the rate increases, led by a 
new alliance, La Coordinadora, exploded in mid- 
January with a four-day shutdown of the city, 
stunning the government and forcing an agree- 
ment to reverse the rate increases. 

In early February, when the promises never 
materialized, La Coordinadora called for a peace- 
ful march on the city's central plaza. Banzer (who 
previously ruled as a dictator from 1971-78) met 
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Bolivian protesters in La Chochabamba's center 


rollback and freeze until November, and to agree 
to a new round of negotiations. 

Deal scrutinized 

! Meanwhile, La Coordinadora, aided by the local 
fcollege of Economists, began to scrutinize both 
the contract and the finances behind the water 
company's new owners. While the actual finan- 
cial arrangements remain mostly hidden, the city's 
leading daily newspaper reported that investors 
paid the government less than $20,000 of up front 
capital for a water system worth millions. 

Amid charges of corruption and collusion in the 
contract by some of the officials who approved it last 
year, La Coordinadora announced what it called la 
filtimaftatalla (the final battle), demanding that the 
government break the contract and return the water 
system to public hands. The group set April 1 1 as the 
deadline for action. 

Government water officials warned that private 
investors were needed to secure the millions of dol- 
lars needed to expand the growing region's water 
system. They argued that breaking the contract would 
entitle the owners to a $ 12 million compensation fee, 
and pleaded for public patience to give the new 
owners time to show the benefits of their experience. 

Among the vast majority of Cochabamba water 
users, however, that patience had run out. Over one 
month ago, an inquiry surveyed more than 60,000 
Jocal residents about the water issue and more than 
90 percent voted that the government should break 
the contract. During one of the marches protesters 
stopped at the water company's offices, tearing 


down the new "Aguas del Tunari" sign. 

On Tuesday, April 11, city residents took to the 
street with bicycles and soccer balls — only a few 
cars moved across town to take advantage of the 
day off from work and school. By Wednesday, 
armies of people from the surrounding rural areas, 
fighting a parallel battle over a new law threatening 
popular control of rural water sys- 
tems, began arriving, reinforcing the 
road blockades, and puncturing car 
and bicycle tires. Thursday night, with 
another day of wages lost and no sign 
of movement from the government, 
public anger started to erupt. 

Protesters arrested 

A crowd of nearly 500 surrounded 
the government building where nego- 
tiations, convened by the Roman 
Catholic archbishop, were taking place 
between^protest leaders and govern- 
ment officials. In the middle of nego- 
tiations, the government ordered the 
arrest of 15 La Coordinadora leaders 
and others present in the meeting. 

amba's center . ... ., 

"We were talking with the mayor, 
the governor, and other civil leaders when the 
police came in and arrested us," said Olivera, La 
Coordinadora's most visible leader. "It was a trap 
by the government to have us all together, negoti- 
ating, so that we could be arrested." 

In response, thousands of city and rural resi- 
dents filled the city's central plaza opposite the 
government building, carrying sticks and rocks, 
and handkerchiefs to help block the anticipated 
tear gas. Television and radio reports speculated 
all day that the president would declare martial 
law, and there were reports of army units arriving 
at the city's airport. 

Freed from jail, the leaders of water protests 
agreed to a 4 p.m. meeting with the government, 
called by the archbishop. At 5 p.m., government 
officials still had not arrived and the plaza crowd 
waited tensely for the expected arrival of the army. 

Suddenly and unexpectedly, the archbishop 
walked into the meeting and announced that the 
government had just told him that it had agreed 
to break the water contract. Jubilant La 
Coordinadora leaders crossed the street to a third- 
floor balcony, announcing the victory to the thou- 
sands waiting below, many waving the red, green 
and yellow Bolivian flag, as the bells of the city's 
cathedral echoed through the city center. 

"We have arrived at the moment of an important 
economic victory," Olivera told the ecstatic crowd. 

For more information contact The Water Pres- 
sure Group, POB 10046, Dominion Road, 
Auckland, New Zealand; 0064 09 828 4517; 
jimg@pl.net; www.water-pressure-group.org.nz/. 



/ are in danger of starvation due to an the Uru Morato who have been there to the government offices. Transredes Amazon Watch attended the meet- 

oil spill that has severely impacted for 5,000 years. claimed that the remote parts of the ings of the Inter-American Develop- 

l Lake Poopo located in the altiplano "The lake has died and there is no Lake where the Uru Morato live were ment Bank (IDB) in Louisiana. They 
region of Oruro near the border with life since the oil spill," said an Uru not contaminated, but they refused asked that the bank pull back on its 
Chile. The Uru Morato number at 600 Morato woman. to guarantee that claim. The commu- intentions to fund other future 

people and depend entirely on hunt- Two months after the spill, the Uru nity left the meeting and the city projects by Transredes. 
ing birds and fishing in Lake Poopo. Morato marched to the city of Oruro, "with tears in their eyes" and with- The IDB is considering financing 
On February 4, the Sica Sica-Arica 83 miles from their ancestral lands out any type of help, food or a guar- Transredes' construction of the 
pipeline operated by Transredes, a on the southern shores of Lake Poopo antee. On the northern shores of Lake Yacuiaba pipeline intended to con- 
consortium mostly owned by Shell- to meet with Transredes authorities Poopo, the Uru of Irohito are suffer- nect the Bolivia-Brazil main pipeline 
Bolivia and US-based Enron, ruptured and government officials. Driven by ing the same conditions as their cous- to Argentina. 

and spilled crude oil and gasoline impending starvation, the Uru ins in the south. "Several cases of negligence from 

\ into the Deseguardo River for 32 Morato went to discuss the condi- Local monitoring groups report that Shell and Enron in Bolivia demon- 
hours. The company took eight days tion of the lake and to secure a guar- the cleaning process has consisted of strate that the IDB should not fi- 
to deal with the rupture. However, antee that the lake would be restored manual collection of the oil into plas- nance these irresponsible corpora- 
according to Amazon Watch, a US- to its original state and that the com- tic bags by local people. The bags tions," said Patricia Molina of 
based environmental organization, munity would be supplied with food have been dumped onto highly per- FOBOMADE. "Furthermore, we ques- 
an extensive public relations cam- in the interim. meable soils in the confines of a tion the IDB's support of privatization 

paign began almost immediately to Transredes authorities reportedly pumping station in Sica Sica, risking of Bolivia's energy sector, which 

downplay the disaster. The stopped the community as they ap- leakage into this region's aquifer. brought such negligent companies 

Deseguardo feeds into Lake Uru Uru proached the city of Oruro and of- In March, representatives from the to Bolivia in the first place." 
and Lake Poopo where many indig- fered them money to turn back. They Bolivian Forum for Environment and — Drulbits and Tailings 
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Trainstopping in the Netherlands 


by Jasper 

During spring 1998, several former inhabitants of the 
successful Groenoord anti-Africa harbor direct action site 
near Amsterdam, the Netherlands, occupied a new squat in 
the east of the Netherlands. This came to be the start of the 
largest Dutch environmental campaign in recent history. 
The focus is the Betuwelijn, a new cargo train line being 
constructed, which creates a new connection between 
Rotterdam, Europe's largest port, and the Ruhr area in 
Germany, Europe's largest industrial area (see EF.'J Decem- 
ber-January 2000). In February three GroenFront! (Dutch 
Earth First!) camps 
against the train 
line were evicted, 
and direct action 
is still booming. 

The Betuwelijn 
will cost some 20 
billion guilders 
(about $10 bil- 
lion). It's the fifth 
project in the 
Transport Euro- 
pean Network 
System (TENS) 
project, consist- 
ing of 14 high- 
priority European 

Union projects and several dozen others. 

Presently, it's the main European rail 
project, so there's a lot at stake, and there's 
a very strong national and international 
corporate lobby pushing it. All major 
Dutch research institutes, most semi-gov- 
ernmerital, have recently concluded that 
there are no environmental arguments 
against constructing the rails. This was 
the major argument when the Dutch par- 
liament made the decision to continue. 

The project had already proven to be very 
costly considering the only minimal posi- 
tive economic effect. The most recent 
research actually reports that the government deliber- 
ately corrupted figures. 

Thus the line is already very much disputed by the 
general public, especially the Betuwe-locals, who are 
starting to realize that these projects are only possible in 
a very shallow democracy indeed, while the (abuse of) 
power by the railway company and bureaucracy is much 
more real. For some of us, this class struggle element and 
the possibility for teaming up with the general public is 
a major reason to fight this project. Moreover, some very 
beautiful natural areas and rare species are threatened, 
and of course this project is soaked in the capitalist idea 
of growth. Also, the increase in transport will lead to 
more pollution. 

The direct action campaign came to blossom after two 
new squats to the west were occupied in January 1999. 
These were located at strategically important positions, 
and estimates are that our presence has delayed construc- 
tion there by six to eight months. In the spring, five more 
houses and farms were squatted, making a total of eight in 
three villages. Several were redecorated into fortresses (a 
little barricading kills the time enjoyably). In one of the 
squats a vegan cafe and neighborhood disco was started. 
Other actions taking place that year were an occupation 
of the railway company's headquarters and several other 
offices, a disruption of a European infrastructure congress 
(getting several officials pied) and three occupations of 
the Oud-Alblas construction site, the largest in the project. 
Outdoor-minded activists occupied a beautiful nature 
area that was to be demolished, trying to start a tree camp 
but unfortunately were evicted after a week. Locals did 
one major direct action in which several hundred people 
occupied a railway for a day. 

In the meantime repression increased as well. Regarding 
the local support for the GroenFront! campaign and fear- 
ing a Dutch instance of the success of the British anti-roads 
campaigns, a special government intelligence agency was 
set up for large infrastructural projects, mainly against 
GroenFront!, intent on not only monitoring but also pre- 
venting actions. Furthermore, several activists were ap- 
proached by secret service regional agents trying to get 
them to become informers. In 2000 the culmination of the 
campaign was reached with the eviction of the eight 


Betuwe squats. Some 800 riot policemen took two full days 
to drill through the concrete bunkers, slice up the lock-ons 
and dig out the tunnels. Two days is a relatively long 
period considering the incredible number of people, dia- 
mond-saws and drills and even construction and earth- 
quake-experts the police had brought together. Nearly 
100 activists fenced themselves off by throwing 
paintbombs and setting fire to barricades. 

After the eviction GroenFront! immediately came back 
with a spring offensive, which meant six construction site 
and office occupations in less than two months. It seems 
that actions are starting to have an effect, as the justice 
department has put a brand new shiny 
anti-GroenFront! policy together, de- 
manding "the maximum punishment 
for the most minor offense" (which 
means two weeks of prison for not 
doing what a public servant tells you 
to) and holding people in custody up 
| until their trial if they refuse to give 
l their names. Fortunately these demands 
| haven't been holding up in court, but 
% of course the number of fines are sky- 
i rocketing. To attack the policy, 
1 GroenFront! and other direct action 

groups held a 
very inspiring 
demonstra- 
tion in 
Utrecht right 
before May 
Day. Almost 
300 people 
showed up. 
Foam bricks 
were thrown 
at the police 
and police 
station, 
which was ex- 
ceedingly 
fun. 

Press atten- 
tion has been incredible but of course more aimed at 
spectacular images then the issues. However, what seems 
to be getting clear due to our actions is that anti-capitalist 
activism is far from the grave, and our message that 
resistance is also globalizing even seems to be getting 
across a bit. 

In any case this campaign isn't over. The Betuwelijn will 
need at least four and one-half more years of construction 
to complete. Squatting has become more difficult because 
of a new condition the railway company, our direct 
opponent, had set: Locals forced to sell their houses 
because of the project would only get all their money after 
the house was demolished. Almost always houses were 
demolished only minutes after they were abandoned. 
However, there's a hell of a lot of different direct actions 
to do, so the main issue now is to be creative (and 
effective, obviously). On May Day, GroenFront! tried to 
have a rave on a construction site but unfortunately didn't 
get enough people together for a full rave, so the place was 
just occupied for two days. 

The Betuwelijn will remain in our focus, but there are 
other targets in sight as well. One will be the COP6 climate 
summit in The Hague (the last one was Kyoto). Several 
groups both in the Netherlands and internationally are 
already very enthusiastic about doing some very creative 
direct action against this big spoof. Other items for 
GroenFront! in the near future will be the expansion of 
Schiphol (Amsterdam Airport). Recently, one major 
gentrification project in the city of Nijmegen was actually 
stopped by a coalition of neighborhood committees, squat- 
ters and environmentalists. GroenFront! is not the only 
anti-capitalist network in Holland. Squatting is still very 
strong in the cities, and this summer will be full of reclaim- 
ing the streets and such everywhere again. A new move- 
ment against the monarchy has organized a very colorful 
and fun march, and there's actually a functioning national 
grassroots activist network. As always our movement has its 
ups and downs, but even the weather's been nice recently 
in the low countries. 

For more information contact GroenFront!, POB 85069, 
3508 AB Utrecht, the Netherlands; groenfr@dds.nl; 
www.antenna.nl/nvda/groenfront; or to subscribe to the 
email list send a message to efnl-subscribe@listbot.com. 



Burning blockade in front of a Betuwe squat 


FROIVrliNES 

Katuah EF! drops a banner 
against bombs 

On May 15, two Katiia Earth First! 
activists scaled the World's Fair Globe in 
downtown Knoxville, Tennessee, and 
deployed a banner reading "Stop the 
| Bombs.” The activists took action in or- 
| der to bring to light the US government’s 
; global hypocrisy on nuclear weapons. 

; The US urges other countries to disarm 
; but makes no real effort to do so itself. 

| This double standard threatens to un- 
ravel the ground work that has lieen laid 
I for nuclear disarmament. 

Nuclear weapons "refurbishment" at 
Y-12, the refusal of the US Senate to 
ratify the Comprehensive Test Ban 
Treaty and the production of nuclear 
weapons material at civilian facilities 
send a clear message to other nuclear 
nations that America has every inten- 
tion of continuing the nuclear arms race 
into the next millennium. 

"The Y-12 Nuclear Plant’s example of 
P plllbi in a 

taking my beat up old Toyota to the 
mechanic and getting a new Porsche in 
return. It is clearly not the same car, not 
the same nuclear weapon," said l-'aloma 
Galindo of Katuah Earth First! Because 
; of US nuclear policies, the world may 
lose an important opportunity to move 
toward disarmament. 

Larry Craig exposed as a 
timber puppet again 

Moscow, Idaho activists became a 
thorn in Idaho Senator'I.arry Craig's 
(R-ID) side on April 21 when he came 
to the University of Idaho to speak on 
th topic of natural resource issues for 
the Borah Symposium. 

Several minutes after lie took to the 
stage m tin food court of the new Idaho 
Commons, strange things started hap- 
pening. First, a large banner tumbled off 
the side of one of the many balconies 
overlooking the court. The banner 
stated, "Larry Craig = Timber Puppet." 

Then a life-size marionette made of a 
stuffed shirt, fists clenching money and 
a shocking triangular head made of three 
cardboard-mounted photos of Larry's 
likeness came tumbling off the balcony! 

Each Larry Craig face on the puppet 
had been photo-engineered such that 
Larry's classic grin had been flipped into 
a nasty snarl, and each forehead was 
complete with the logo of different tim- 
ber corporations that donate to Larry's 
campaigns: Boise Cascade, Potlatch and 
Bennett Lumber. 

Another huge banner was unfurled 
off yet another balcony. This one stated 
"Idaho's Roadless Backcountry: An 
American Legacy, a Gift for the Future.” 

Larry's eyes were seen to pop as he 
caught glimpse of his likeness on the 
puppet, but he tried his best to keep his 
cool throughout his speech in which he 
blasted the environmental extremists 
who were mining the West and the 
undemocratic nature of the roadless pro- 
tection initiative. 

Shortly after the banner and mari- 
onette unfurling, the same doctored 
Lairv photos — this time mounted on 
sticks — started popping up in the audi- 
ence. Approximately a dozen of the 
likenesses— -some foreheads containing 
corporate logos, some containing sit. 
gans like "Extract” and "1 hate trees” — 
bobbed up and down during his speech. 
One in the front row. 

Craig has received thousands of dol- 
lars in PAC contributions from the tim- 
ber industry. He consistently receives 
zero-percent ratings from the l eague of 
Conservation Voters. His environmen- 
tal record since taking office demon- 
strates his support for continued logging 
subsidies. Increased road construction, 
decreased environ mental regulation and 
less protection for endangered species. 
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Cruisin’ for Trouble in Alaska 


by Gershon Cohen 

Near the end of the last millennium the small 
community of Haines, Alaska (located 90 miles north 
of Juneau), was determined to diversify its economy. 
Southeast Alaska's timber industry was in decline and 
commercial fishing was becoming more and more 
unpredictable. So the people living in this beautiful 
valley at the northern edge of the Tongass National 
Forest, where the bald eagles outnumber the humans 
every fall, built a dock to lure the large cruise ships 
steaming their way past Haines to Skagway. We thought 
we'd have our cake and eat it too: Tourists would gawk 
at the natural beauty for a few hours, leave behind lots 
of money, and we'd keep our remaining forests from 
being logged and 
the gold in the 
ground where it 
belonged. 

Our wake-up 
call came in late 
July of 1999. The 
seemingly be- 
nevolent, eco- 
nomic savior of 
the town stood 
before us naked 
and ashamed. 

Royal Caribbean 
Cruise Limited 
(RCCL) had been 
found guilty on 
21 felony counts 
for illegally 
dumping hazard- 
ous wastes into US waters. One of the dumping areas 
was just offshore from our beach. Many locals found it 
hard to believe that the company would purposefully 
desecrate our waters to save a few thousand dollars a 
year in pollution treatment costs. 

There is no dispute about what had transpired. RCCL 
had been routinely bypassing on-board treatment 
systems and hazardous waste handling protocols for 
the silver nitrate from their photo-processing lab, the 
perchloroethylene from the dry cleaning facility (PERC 
is a bioaccumulative carcinogen) and the oily bilge 
water from their engine room. They were purposefully 
mixing these wastes with their graywater, the waste- 
water from the ship's sinks, laundry and galley, and 
dumping the whole mess overboard after they left our 
dock under the cover of darkness. They lied to the 
Coast Guard and falsified log books. The Oil Record 
Book on RCCL's Sovereign of the Seas was known 
onboard as the "Eventyrbok," or "Fairy Tale Book" in 
Norwegian, the language of the country in which the 
ship is registered. The Justice Department described 
their illegal Actions as a "fleet-wide practice"; RCCL 
vessels had been equipped with phony plumbing to 
fool Coast Guard inspectors and allow waste streams to 
bypass required pollution control equipment. 

RCCL's actions were not unique for this industry. 
According to a recent General Accounting Office (GAO) 
report, many foreign-flagged ships have been guilty of 
a variety of serious pollution violations, either through 
negligence, accident or willful act. Regency Cruises, 
Palm Beach Cruises, Discovery Cruise Line, Celebrity 
Cruises, Dolphin Crpise Lines, Princess Cruises and 
the Holland America Line, to name but a few, have all 
been found guilty of illegally discharging oil, garbage, 
paint, plastic, ballast water and food waste into Alas- 
kan waters and the Caribbean for years. The GAO 
report only covered those incidents reported and 
confirmed during the mid-1990s. What happened 
before then will probably never be known. 

A few weeks after the New York Times broke the RCCL 
story it was time for the annual Southeast Alaska State 
Fair parade. There was a surprise entry. An old Dodge 
van, refitted with a pfow arid smokestack, had been 
covered in white building wrap and painted With 
windows and lifeboats. Tibetan prayer flags streamed 
from guy wires as "tourists" sipped from champagne 
glasses on the roof, admiring thepristine view. As the 
"Royal Criminal Conspiracy Limited" ship passed in 
front of the judges' booth,' the rear door opened 
slightly to expose a long pipe. The pirate crew cackled 


as they dumped a foul looking mix of dirty water 
overboard. The "Poisoner of the Seas," clearly the 
crowd's favorite, won "best float" honors. 

Unfortunately, the political statement, not to men- 
tion the humor, was lost on a t-shirt merchant with 
long-standing animosity toward the town's conserva- 
tion community. He and a friend waited at the end of 
the parade route to pelt the float with a crate of 
tomatoes. A young girl on top of the slowly moving van 
was struck in the head from point blank range. Both 
men were convicted several months later on charges of 
reckless endangerment, although they received little 
more than wrist slaps despite having assaulted a minor 
exercising her right to freedom of speech. 

Three days after the parade, the next scheduled 

RCCL ship arrived in 
Haines. Ignoring 
threats of violence 
from members of the 
business commu- 
nity now beholden 
to cruise ship dol- 
lars, more than 100 
people came to the 
dock to peacefully 
demonstrate and 
distribute literature 
to the ship's passen- 
gers as they disem- 
barked for local 
tours. The town's 
• '. ire police force 
six member ’' 
supported the 
community's right 

to assemble, and kept the peace. 

Another few weeks passed, and RCCL's president, 
Jack Williams, came to Haines to apologize for the 
company's behavior. Not surprisingly, his attempts to 
portray the incidents as isolated events perpetrated by 
aberrant employees in violation of company policy 
were rejected by the well-informed crowd. He also 
refused repeated requests for funding to support a 
tissue analysis of local fish and shellfish populations. 
Many Native and non-Native residents are subsistence 
harvesters of the area's marine life. 

We soon refocused our attention on the real 
problem. The large cruise ships are floating cities 
with 3,000-5,000 passengers and crew. They re- 
lease millions of gallons of wastewater every week. 
Yet they are not required to obtain discharge 
permits and do not have to demonstrate that their 
waste streams meet state water quality standards. 
Unlike Alaska's other industries, the cruise ships 
are largely exempt from permitting, monitoring 
and reporting requirements under the Clean Wa- 
ter Act. Aside from industry estimates, no one 
knows what the ships release into public waters. 

The industry claims their 1 ,000,000 gallons per week 
graywater waste stream is harmless. However, we know 
that in the past hazardous wastes 
were mixed with graywater and 
dumped overboard. Even their le- 
gal graywater discharges may be a 
problem. Graywater contains sol- 
vents, detergents, biocides, hair sa- 
lon supplies, medical waste and 
heavy metals. , 

In addition to graywater, the ships' 
passengers and crew generate ap- 
proximately 200, 000 gallons of sew- 
age per week. According to interna- 
tional law, treated sewage, known 
is blackwater, ban be discharged 
anywhere. Untreated sewage may 
only be released when the ship is 
more than three miles from shore. 

But this too is a problem in South- 
east Alaska's Inside Passage, where 
there are few places more than three 
miles from any shoreline. This has 
led to theinformal establishment of 
"donutholes" whereships can purge 
their sewage tanks. The industry has 
vowed to no longer dump untreated 


sewage in the donut holes, but their ability to process all 
of their sewage or hold it until they reach outside waters 
is dependent upon the capacity of their holding tanks, 
which varies from ship to ship. 

As with graywater, even treated sewage poses serious 
questions. How much chlorine is in the effluent? What 
levels of bacteria are still present after treatment? Are 
tanks being dumped in areas important for fish-rear- 
ing or recreation? 

To try and fill the information gaps we joined forces 
with Bluewater Network (a project of the Earth Island 
Institute) and a recently-formed Juneau-based organi- 
zation Cruise Control. The goal was to sponsor state 
legislation requiring the monitoring and reporting of 
every wastestream coming from the ships. The bill was 
introduced in Alaska this past session, and strong 
bipartisan support pushed the bill through the Alaska 
State Senate. But the cruise ship lobby succeeded in 
having the bill held hostage in the House, where it died 
in the final days of the session. 

Bluewater then sponsored a similar bill in California. 
On April 21 that bill passed the California Assembly's 
Environment and Toxics Committee. It will be voted 
upon by the full California Assembly in June and is 
expected to pass. Bluewater is also working to have 
similar legislation introduced in Florida and Texas. 

Meanwhile, Bluewater's Cruise Ship Pollution Na- 
tional Campaign Director Kira Schmidt drafted a 
petition signed by more than 50 environmental orga- 
nizations to Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
Administrator Browner requesting the agency revisit 
its regulations to determine whether current Clean 
. . ater Act exemptions enjoyed bytheindustry should 
be abolished. The EPA has responded quickly, initiat- 
ing meetings that are expected to lead to the publish- 
ing of a proposed rule as early as next October, 

The industry argues that these bills are unnecessary. 
They cite recent efforts to establish a voluntary self- 
monitoring program in Alaska. As a participant in the 
multi-agency working group charged with evaluating 
their proposal, I rpust report that key industry represen- 
tatives have repeatedly attempted to undercut the pro- 
gram in ways that would make the data meaningless. 
The industry is simply unwilling to spend the money to 
do the necessary tests, even though the cost is trivial. 
(Despite its felony convictions in 1 999, RCCL increased 
its profit margin last year by 16 percent to $384 mil- 
lion — netting more than a million dollars a day.) 

Regardless of the costs or their intent to self-monitor, 
we simply can't trust that their days of illegal dumping 
are over or that their legal discharges are safe. We have 
the right to know the quantity, composition and 
location of every discharge from the ships, and I 
predict that very soon, we will. 

Gershon Cohen, Ph.D., is director of the Campaign to 
Safeguard America's Waters. C-SAW is a national project 
of the Earth Island Institute; its mission is to stop the 
dumping of toxic chemicals into legalized pollution-dilu- 
tion regions within public waterbodies known as mixing 
zones. Dilution is not the solution to pollution. 
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Cruise Ships ForcecJ to Bid Use of Toxic TBT Pai'nt 

ig the investigation that led to the sponsorship of the Waste- 
Management legislation in Alaska and California, we becair" 

: that foreign-flagged cruise ships wete the last major category < 
aluminum vessels in US waters using tributyltin (TBT) ht 
ts. TBT and other organotin hull paints are extremely toxic 
tive paints (i.e., they are designed to slough off the ship into 
junding waters). TBT creates a dead zone around a ship's hull to 

_ .i_ - _ Ji _r _ • .• 





as been implicated in the 1998 stranding of sperm whales in the 
North Sea and the huge dolphin beaching in Florida and Georgia 
about 10 years ago. It has been found in significant quantities in many 
marine invertebrates, birds and mammals. Anchorage Senator Loren 
Leman was recruited to sponsor a bill removing Alaska's foreign vessel 
exemption for TBT application, effective 2001. It passed, which will 
force all cruise ships, which repaint nearly every three years, to end 
their use of TBT. This law should significantly help the International 
Maritime Organization's (IMO) ongoing effort to ban TBT worldwide, 
since so many ships that travel around the world visit Alaska. The IMO 
has been trying to pass a ban on new TBT application by 2003 and a 
complete removal of TBT paints from all ships by 2008. 



Activists dump "foul water" from cruise ship float. 
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L7 Billion Killed, Ma im e d or Sickened... 

NUCLEAR mm a KUUNG US. 


“We live on a recycling earth. You can’t 
put poison Jnto a recycling earth. We’re 
damaging the seed... that’s a death process. 
We’re seeing it crop up as breast cancer, 
mentally retarded and hyperkinetic kids. 
We’re seeing it crop up as infertility, and 
we’re seeing animal species destroyed. 

But we don’t seem to have quite 
said ‘yes, that’s us. That’s our planet, 
that’s what we did, and let’s stop it.” 

Dr. Rosalie Bertell , Breast Cancer Conference, 
Austin TX, 2/1994 


by Jennifer Olaranna Viereck 

Radioactive contamination— of our 
planet, fellow species, our own bodies and 
future generations— is the single greatest risk 
to our well-being today. 

As early as December 1951, the Atomic 
Energy Commission was warned by its own 
consultants that “cancer is a significant industrial 
hazard of the atomic energy business.” Numerous 
studies have confirmed this over the years. 

High incidence of breast cancer and birth 
defects have been linked to neighboring nuclear 
reactors. Connections between cancers, coronary 
heart disease, and excessive medical x-rays are 
well established. Genetic damage can cause 
increasing health problems and learning disorders 
in the descendants of those originally exposed. 

The most , severely affected sectors of the 
U.S. population— atomic miners, workers and 
veterans— have to compete for meager benefits 
only recently made available by the government. 
The rest of us can’t even get the truth. 

AND YET, THIS IS NOT A SERIOUS 
PART OF OUR NATIONAL DIALOGUE! 

• County by county data exists for risk of 
thyroid cancer from bomb testing. Where is 
the information to discuss with our doctors 
our own level of risk and how it may affect 
our children? 

• 80% of breast cancer is environmentally 
caused and therefore preventable, but we hear 
more about diet, smoking and family history 
than the nuclear industry. 

• Medical experiments were deliberately and 
secretly conducted on the most vulnerable 
members of our society — school children, 
remote Native communities, mental patients, 
prisoners, soldiers and sailors. Where is our 
outrage? 

• Transportation of nuclear ores, metals, fuels, 
weapons and wastes had numerous accidents 
and near-misses. New proposals will magnify 
the problem exponentially. Do you know 
where the routes are? 

• U.S. nuclear space stations and mining 
colonies on the Moon and Mars will begin a 
whole new era of nuclear waste production. 
How will U.S. dominance of space affect 
global peace? 

• For over fifty years the U.S. government 
contaminated all of North America, South 
Pacific islands, and much of the world’s 
oceans , with radiation. Why isn’t nuclear 
policy an important part of the presidential 
debate? 

Like an alcoholic family-where emotional 
survival is maintained by an unspoken agreement 
not to discuss the disease openly-we are living 
in a condition of nuclear denial. 


HOW BIG IS THE PROBLEM? 

Information on radioactivity is hard fp 
come by, often conflicting, and usually specific to 
one aspect of the industry or another. But our 

exposure to radiation is cumulative, and we 
need to develop an understanding of the 
industry as a whole. 

For example, an older person living in the 
Four Comers area has been exposed to radiation 
from atmospheric testing, medical procedures, 
uranium mining, and coal-powered electrical 
plants which can emit more radiation than nuclear 
reactors. 

According to the estimates of Dr. Rosalie 
Bertell, a radiation expert of world renown, 1.7 
billion people on our planet have already been 
killed, maimed or sickened by nuclear weapons 
testing and nuclear reactors world-wide. These 
figures differ radically from calculations by 
government agencies-who she refers to as the 
“radiation protection industry”. Their definitions 
exclude non-fatal cancers, non-cancer illness, 
auto-immune diseases, some doses to specific 
organs, stillbirths and miscarriages. 

•Says Bertell, “Another century of nuclear 
power, and this carnage would continue with 
more than 10 million victims a year. An industry 
which has the potential to kill, injure and maim 
that number of innocent people — and all in the 
name of ‘benefiting’ society — is surely wholly 
unacceptable.” 1 


HOW ARE WE EXPOSED? 

Nuclear fission, whether in a reactor, a 
bomb, or a laboratory, creates about 80 different 
radioactive byproducts. In addition, about 300 
different existing chemicals take on radioactive 
forms that before 1943 were found only rarely 
and in trace amounts. 

The atomic particles escape into the air and 
the water in a variety of ways. In addition to 
exposure from breathing and drinking, particles 
end up in soils and enter the food chain. 

Strontium 90 is one radioactive element 
that caused wide-spread illness due to above- 
ground testing of nuclear bombs, especially in 
children through consumption of fresh milk. 

“A byproduct of nuclear fission, Sr90 is a 
marker for radiation poisoning that damages 
DNA much more quickly, even before birth, than 
any other environmental pollutant. Nuclear 
particles remain lodged — often for life — in 
human tissues, where they continue to give off 
radiation and result in cancer, birth defects and 
premature aging. And to make matters worse, 
industrial chemicals in water or milk are doubly 
carcinogenic when in contact with Sr90.” u 

A recent study by Dr. Jay Gould found that 
Strontium-90 is still showing up in children’s 
teeth in levels 100 times greater than expected. 
Reactor accidents like Chernobyl and Three Mile 
Island and routine emissions from reactors are the 
most likely sources. 



YOU 

bhm 



The HOME Museum in Monihans, Texas, site 
of a proposed low-level waste dump 


Hit ME 


Healing Ourselves & Mother Earth 


All good things come from our planet 
Earth: food we eat, medicines that heal us, shelter 
and clothing, the air we depend on for life. The 
elements our bodies are made of are the same as 
the Earth’s, and like her, we are mainly composed 
of water. She is our resting place for all time 
when we pass on. Our survival is linked to her 
survival, and like us, she is suffering from the 
effects of the Nuclear Age. She is our HOME, 
and we have no other. 

HOME breaks the silenee of nuclear denial. 

• We direct you to health studies and other 
expert information about radiation. 

• We encourage you to use renewable energy 
(like wind and solar) that will not poison the 
future of our children and biosphere. 

• We show you sustainable and affordable 
ways to build homes and businesses. 

• We explore ways to heal the human fears 
within each one of us that lead to conflict— 
and ultimately, to a world bristling with 
genocidal weapons. 

HOME has experience. Our multi-cultural 
Board, our Director, even our mechanics have 
years of anti-nuclear experience. All are members 
of the former Healing Global Wounds Alliance. 
We come from radiated communities, long- 
established organizations, and a variety of healing 
professions. 

HOME is mobile — we tome to you! Our 30 

foot RV, The Museum to End the Nuclear Age, is 
full of easy to understand displays on all the 
topics in this article and more. We have books, 
handouts and contact lists on what most concerns 
you. If we don’t have it, we’ll find out the best 
source and get back to you! 

Our solar system is capable of operating 
video equipment, a laptop computer, and all our 
lighting and fans. We’ll show you how it works 
and how you can develop a system of your own. 

We are located on the Califomia/Nevada 
border 75 miles south of Yucca Mt. and the 
Nevada Test Site. We visit other communities in 
the Califomia/Nevada area, especially those who 
may not have access to nuclear information. 

This summer, we are teaming up with 
Citizen Alert to visit county fairs, powwows, and 
other events. In the fall, we will be visiting 
schools and colleges in our region. 

If you are outside our region, we can help 
in two ways: 

1. Contact out office with requests for 
information and resources. 

2. If you would like the Museum to visit your 
community in the future, let us know. By 
linking groups we can plan tours for 2001 . 




HAVE WE HAD ENOUGH YET? 
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WHO 'S IN CHARGE? 

The Atomic Energy Commission (AEC), 
was formed in 1946, to oversee military control 
of atomic technology. Its mission was redefined 
in 1954 with an impossible conflict: 

• continuing development of weapons and 
nuclear powered naval vessels; 

• encouraging rapid construction of 
commercial nuclear reactors (to maintain 
U.S. dominance in nuclear technology, over 
British and Russian reactor programs); 

• regulating the new industry and protecting 
public health. 

Secrecy, speed, and safety rarely mix. 
Agencies charged with public protection soon 
came under the control of Cold War interests, to 
conceal rather than publicize the health risks. Dr. 
Bertell says, “Health effects of radiation could 
[then] be classified for national security to 
prevent rebellion.”'" * 

As both weapons and reactor programs 
expanded rapidly over the next 20 years, public 
anger toward the AEC grew over rising health 
problems, shoddy safety and construction 
oversight, and coverups of scientific findings. In 
January 1975, the Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission (NRC) replaced the AEC as the 
licensing and regulating agency for commercial 
reactors. 

DOE: The Nuclear Empire 

The Department of Energy (DOE) was 
created in 1977. Within a few years, nuclear 
weapons were the main priority. The DOE has 
over 100,000 employees, more than 20,700 
specialized facilities and buildings and over 2.4 
million acres. Now, 2/3rds of DOE’s $17.4 
billion budget goes to maintain existing nuclear 
weapons and ‘clean up’ the toxic disaster left 
behind. 

According to Robert Alvarez, former 
senior policy advisor to DOE Secretary Bill 
Richardson, “Major elements of DOE’s complex 
are closing down, leaving a huge unfunded and 
dangerous mess. After more than half a century 
of making nuclear weapons, DOE possesses one 
of the world’s largest inventories of dangerous 
nuclear materials [about 700,000 metric tons] and 
it has created several of the most contaminated 
areas in the Western Hemisphere. ... 

“The high priority assigned to nuclear 
weapons over the decades, combined with 
secrecy and experimental latitude involving ultra- 
hazardous technologies, encouraged a cost-be- 
damned attitude that remains deeply imbedded in 
today’s Energy Department. 

“At the same time, inadequate investments 
were made to upgrade facilities, infrastructure, 
waste management, and environmental 
protection. The failure to invest early in 
preventative measures has in recent years created 
a very large environmental liability — estimated 
by the Office of Environmental Management at 
$265 billion.” . 

Alvarez confirms that federal policy allows 
the DOE to regulate and police themselves and 
sub-contractors. This policy is unheard of in any 
other industry. Cover-ups are rewarded and 
whistle blowers demoted, fired or prosecuted. 
Skilled safety personnel are being phased out 
entirely. Congressional mandates to issue 
sweeping nuclear safety regulations by October 
1 999 have not yet bom fruit. . lv 


WHERE IT ALL STARTS: 
URANIUM MINES & MILLS 

* In the United States and world-wide, about 
70% of all uranium reserves lie beneath 
indigenous lands. Before the atomic bombs were 
dropped in Japan, Native uranium miners were 
already suffering from radiation illness. 

For each ton of uranium oxide produced, 
40,000 tons of tailings are left behind, retaining 
85% of the ore radioactivity for 100,000 years. 
Around 400 abandoned mines, mill sites and test 
holes continue to poison soils, air and water. 
‘Cleanup’ efforts, mandated in 1978, are moving 
very slowly. 

For decades, miners had only radioactive 
water to drink and wash with, often taking it 
home to families. Protected only by hard hats, 
uranium dust was carried home on clothing and 
skin. Native homes and schools were built from 
tailing-based concrete. Children played in tailing 
piles and ponds. Often child mortality figures are 
higher than for miners themselves. 

Earl Saltwater, Jr., Navajo, blames his 
current hearing loss, kidney disease, diabetes and 
breathing problems on his work in a uranium 
mine. He only worked for about six months in 
1968 and 1969. He said he was fired because he 
was sickened and started vomiting in the mine. v 

New Mines, Closed Since 1992 

For the first time in years, new mines are 
seeking licenses in the U.S. New methods, such 
as injecting oxidizing chemicals into the earth 
and processing the resulting solution, make 
uranium mines look profitable again. 

In Church Rock, New Mexico, (the site of 
the July 1979 95 million gallon radioactive spill 
into the Rio Puerco), Hydro Resources, Inc. 
wants to open several mines and a mill. 

Eastern Navajo Dine Against Uranium 
Mining and other regional groups are challenging 
the ‘cleaned-up’ water standards being applied to 
their case. They are 22 times higher than 
proposed national standards, and “at least 20 
times greater than the level of uranium in 
drinking water that has been shown to cause 
kidney impairment in chronically exposed 
individuals.” VI 




May 5, 1999: Four reactor cooling towers are 
demolished with explosives in Germany. AP Photo. 


NUCLEAR REACTORS 

There are now 433 operating commercial 
or experimental reactors in the world, in addition 
to an unknown number of military reactors. 

Fuel for commercial reactors is currently 
manufactured at nine different facilities in 
Missouri, North Carolina, South Carolina, 
Tennessee, Virginia, Washington, Illinois, 
Kentucky and Ohio. Numerous contaminated 


sites remain from past production, including the 
Kerr-Magee facility in Oklahoma where Karen 
Silkwood worked and died, trying to blow the 
whistle on dangerous safety violations. 

Chernobyl 14 Years Later 

Most people are familiar with the world’s 
worst reactor disaster. Chernobyl’s number four 
reactor exploded on April 26, 1986, spreading a 
radioactive cloud over much of Ukraine, Russia, 
Belarus, parts of Western Europe and beyond. 

“[After 14 years] the health of people 
affected by the Chernobyl accident is getting 
worse and worse every year,” Ukraine Deputy 
Health Minister Olha Bobyleva told a news 
conference on April 21, 2000. “We are very 
disturbed by this data.” 

• The health of 3.5 million people, including 
1.26 million children, was affected by 
diseases of the nervous, blood and respiratory 
systems; in children, 17% higher than the 
national average. 

• Thyroid cancer remains 10 times higher than 
normal among Ukrainian children. The 
ministry reported 1,400 cases of thyroid 
cancer between 1986 and 2000; no cases 
were registered between 1981 and 1985. v " 

• According to the World Health Organization, 
over 50,000 more are expected to develop 
thyroid cancer in the Ukraine alone. vni 

Additional reports spell out 
Chernobyl-related problems—from an estimated 1 
million infant deaths in India, to current levels of 
Cesium- 137 100 times greater than expected in 
fish and sheep in northern Great Britain. 

Our Own Chernobyl 

We may never know the truth about what 
happened when at least half of the core of Unit 2 
melted at the Three Mile Island reactor in 
Pennsylvania, on March 28, 1979. 

Jane Rickover stated on July 18, 1986: “In 
May, 1983, my father-in-law, Admiral Hyman G. 
Rickover, told me that at the time of the Three 
Mile Island nuclear reactor accident, a full report 
was commissioned by President Jimmy Carter. 
He [my father-in-law] said that the report, if 
published in its entirety, would have destroyed 
the civilian nuclear power industry because the 
accident at Three Mile Island was infinitely more 
dangerous than was ever made public. He told me 
that he had used his enormous personal influence 
with President Carter to persuade him to publish 
the report only in a highly ‘diluted’ form. The 
President had originally wished the full report to 
be made public. 

“In November, 1985, my father-in-law told 
me that he had come to deeply regret his action in 
persuading President Carter to suppress the most 
alarming aspects of that report.” 















What About J Safe ' Reactors? 

What about the 103 ‘normal’ commercial 
reactors still operating here in the U.S.? For 
decades we have been told that any emissions are 
well within ‘safe’ levels. 

A study of counties close to five nuclear 
reactors that were closed between 1987—89 shows 
a sharp decline in infant mortality rates in the first 
two years after closure. 

The Rancho Seco reactor is located in a 
highly populated part of northern California, 25 
miles from Sacramento and 70 miles from San 
Francisco. It is also in a major produce growing 
area. Rancho Seco began operations in Sept. 
1974, and closed in June, 1989. 


1974-75, first year of operation, closest 4 
counties, compared to the national average: 

• Fetal death rate 9.3% higher; 

• Infant death rate 1 1 .3% higher; 

• Death from all birth defects 25.5% higher. 

1990-91. first two years after closure 
(compared to 1988-89): 

• Fetal death rate dropped 5%. 

• Infant death rate (age 0-1) dropped 16%; 

• Infant death from birth defects (age 0-1) 
dropped 20%; 

• Death from birth defects, (age 1-4), dropped 
31%. ix 


NUCLEAR BOMB PRODUCTION 

Nuclear weapons have enabled an ever- 
escalating spiral of aggressive nation-to-nation 
posturing for over 50 years, for control of the 
very Earth and resources that are being 
irredeemably poisoned by bomb production itself. 
The United States has produced over 60,000 
weapons, and now does not know what to do with 
the ones that remain. 

All DOE nuclear weapons facilities pose 
enormous risks to communities, aquifers, and 
bioregions. Let’s look closer at one example: the 
Hanford Nuclear Reservation on the Columbia 
River in Yakima country near Spokane, WA. 

Just One Example: Hanford, WA 

The Hanford complex includes nine 
reactors that have produced plutonium. The 
PUREX plant extracted plutonium and uranium 
from irradiated fuel rods for weapons parts. In the 
40’s and 50’s, some 440 billion gallons of 
contaminated liquids were discharged into the 
ground at Hanford, enough to create an 80 foot 
deep lake the size of Manhattan. Discharges into 
the air spread over a multi-state area. In addition 
to wastes already in the biosphere, Hanford has 
dozens of tanks of unknown liquids that are 
leaking or poised to explode. 


Government secrecy has barred Hanford 
workers and residents alike from access to the 
real facts and appropriate health care for decades. 
Until very recently, all concerns from citizen 
groups have been consistently discredited and 
side-lined. -<■ f 

Kay Sutherland, from the Hanford area, 
lost four members of her family to disease: “The 
people in this area have been forced into poverty 
because they’ve had to retire in their 30s, 40s and 
50s, too young to get a retirement, too young to 
get Social Security. They fall through the cracks, 
and they die.” 

Sutherland has had four miscarriages, her 
liver is enlarged, and she has had multiple 
tumors. “I am a holocaust survivor from the 
American Cold War.” x 

In April, 2000, a new study of workers at 
Hanford and three other DOE facilities confirmed 
that increasing exposure to ionizing radiation 
boosts the risk of multiple myeloma, a rare but 
often fatal cancer of blood-forming tissues. 
Especially at risk are people exposed later in life. 

Older workers with lifetime radiation doses 
of five rem or more were almost three-and-a-half 
times more likely to die from multiple myeloma 
tharf workers at the same plants whose lifetime 
exposures were less than one rem. The current 
full-body occupational limit for radiation 
workers, unchanged since 1958, is five rem per 
year. This is severely inadequate in view of these 
and other study results. xl 


“The period of atmospheric testing of 
nuclear weapons by the United States, the 
United Kingdom, France and the U.S.S.R is 
a sad page in the history of civilized man. 
Without question, it was the cause of 
hundreds of thousands of cancer deaths. Yet 
there was complete silence on the part of the 

|CRp”Xii 

Karl Morgan, member of the International 
Commission on Radiological Protection (1950- 
71), which set radiation exposure standards. 


NUCLEAR BOMB TESTING 

Vast areas of the Earth are devastated from 
governments showing off their nuclear weapons 
to each other. All nuclear states exhibited racism 
in choosing their test sites. France and England 
bombed North Africa, the South Pacific, 


Genocidal intent on the part of the AEC is 
documented as well. A 1951 document on the 
viability of the Nevada Test Site (NTS) referred 
to the downwind population, predominately 
Paiute and Mormon, as “a low-use segment of 
society”. The AEC routinely warned the Eastman 
Kodak Co. of test dates so that they could protect 
film stocks, but not local residents. 

In addition to deliberately exposing 
unsuspecting civilians, enlisted men were lined 
up on ship decks in the South Pacific or marched 
through sand and dust in Nevada to determine the 
effects of fallout on U.S. military capabilities. 

Public outcry brought an end to above- 
ground nuclear testing in 1963, but by then, 
everyone on earth had plutonium and strontium in 
their bodies and genes. 20 years later, increasing 
cancer rates became obvious, and they continue 
to rise 1% per year. 

Underground testing continued to vent to 
the atmosphere, while contaminating soil and 
water. Israel, India and Pakistan have joined the 
Big Five Bomb-Owners, with more competing 
nations on the horizon. Today, despite years of 
international attempts to conclude the 
Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty, the U.S. still has 
not ratified it, and leads the world in ongoing 
nuclear weapons testing. 

At the five-year review of the Nuclear 
Non-Proliferation Treaty at the United Nations in 
May, 2000, documents were revealed that 
detailed U.S. plans to ensure that nuclear 
weapons would “remain viable forever”. DOE 
wants a whole new weapons complex built, and 
technology developed for ‘maintaining’ weapons 
also serves for testing new designs. These guys 
just can’t get used to the idea of changing their 
. jobs — the addiction to nukes continues. 


'CLEANUP' MEANS DUMPING IT 
'SOMEWHERE ELSE' 



Yucca Mountain, or ‘Serpent Swimming West’ 


Australia. Russia mainly bombed Kazakhstan; 
China bombed the Ugyur people near Tibet. The 
United States bombed Japan, as well as Apache 
country in New Mexico, South Pacific islands, 
and Amchitka, Alaska. The U.S. (and England) 
blew up over 1,000 bombs on Western Shoshone 
lands in Nevada. At one point the U.S. considered 
bombing the Moon, to impress their might upon 
earthbound viewers. 


Radioactive isotopes have a vast range of 
lifetimes, from a few days to millions of years. 
New isotopes are created as these materials break 
down. We are talking about effects on future 
generations that exceed our understanding of life 
on Earth. 

Hundreds of thousands of tons of 
contaminated materials are piled up all over the 
country, in addition to what has already been 



leaked or dumped. Little research or money has 
been applied to reversing the problem. All efforts 
toward ‘cleanup’ involve transporting and 
dumping it somewhere else. 

A few notable exceptions are: 

• the recycling of depleted uranium into 
conventional munitions and armored vehicles 
(widely used in the Gulf War and Kosovo); 


Fallout Data From Actual 
Weather Maps 












• the ongoing attempt to return thousands of 
tons of contaminated metals from weapons 
plants to commercial use, where,*according to 
Alvarez, “some percentage of it would 
inevitably end up in stainless steel items such 
as intrauterine devices, surgical tools, 
children’s orthodontic braces, kitchen sinks, 
zippers, and flatware.” 


Current classification categories for 
nuclear wastes have little to do with their 
longevity or their hazard to health. 

• Low level waste includes eveiything from 
hospital equipment to every broom and pair 
of booties from a nuclear reactor to the 
buildings themselves. 

• High-level wastes are the used fuel rods from 
reactors, one million times more radioactive 
than before they began. 

• Transuranit wastes are mainly mixtures 
generated by nuclear weapons production. 


Efforts to site low-level waste dumps in 

Ward Valley, CA, and Sierra Blanca, TX, were 
defeated in the last year by multi-ethnic 
grassroots coalitions after years of hard work. 
New efforts have begun in West Texas to site a 
dump in Monihans, east of Pecos. 

While one particle of plutonium can kill, it 
can be called low-level if mixed with dirt or other 
material. This definition fits the truckloads of 
waste that roll in to the Nevada Test Site every 
day from weapons plant cleanup operations all 
over the country. There, it is bulldozed into the 
ground with boxes and barrels of other 
contaminated material in what opponents call 
‘kitty-litter technology’. 

The Waste Isolation Pilot Plant (WIPP) 
has finally opened to receive transuranic wastes 
from weapons production in the salt caverns of 
Southern New Mexico. While dry salt crystal 
seemed a safe storage medium, opponents proved 
that once the caverns were breached for 
construction, seepage and corrosion is inevitable. 

The Proposed Yucca Mt. High- 
Level Waste Repository, just west of the Nevada 
Test Site, is the only option being studied for 
disposal of 70,000 tons of irradiated fuel rods 

from commercial and naval reactors. It lies on 

• 

treaty lands of the Western Shoshone in the third 
most active earthquake zone in the U.S.. 

Each scientific study done has shown more 
clearly why Yucca Mt. is a hopeless site for the 
isolation of high-level radiation from the 
biosphere, but the government response has been 
to repeatedly lower the standards. 

Transporting fuel rods safely to the site 
from all over the U.S. is not possible under 
present conditions. Containers that could stop all 
radiation emissions would have walls twelve feet 
thick and be impossible to move. Highway 
systems were designed to link major metropolitan 
areas, and routes would pass within one half mile 
of over 50 million Am ericans. 

Even if the impossible happened and no 
accident were to occur during the 100,000 or so 
truckloads crisscrossing the country, emissions 
would continuously and cumulatively affect other 
drivers, children in school crosswalks, local 
residents and shipment handlers. 

As the Yucca Mt. proposal has dragged on 
for years, attempts have been made to site interim 
Monitored Retrievable Storage (MRS) facilities 
on Indian Reservations. In a remarkable new 
form of ‘complimentary’ racism, the federal 
government has suggested that Native Americans, 
because of their spiritual connection with the 
Earth, are the logical caretakers of the nation’s 
most toxic substances. 

The Skull Valley Goshute Reservation in 
Utah, already seriously contaminated by military 


enterprises and unable to attract other 
development, is currently considering MRS. 
Numerous other Native Nations have considered 
and refused. 

The economic and political interests 
shaping U.S. nuclear waste policy serve only the 
corporations who operate nuclear utilities and 
manufacture weapons. These corporations want 
the stuff out of the way, at government expense, 
so they can continue making profits with business 
as usual. They want no liability. 

Our physical and economic well-being is 
not served by hasty and uncertain solutions. Most 
independent experts agree that the safest interim 
solution is to contain and monitor nuclear wastes 
at their sites of origin; to stop making more 
waste; and redirect funds toward reasonable long- 
term solutions. The future of all life on our 
planet is at stake. 

WHAT CAN WE DO? 

1. Break the silence. End the denial Learn the 
facts and tell everyone we know. 

2. Stop making messes we can't dean up. We 

expect it of our children. Why not our 
government and top-level scientists? 

3. Insist on complete and accurate information 
from government agencies and 
representatives. What is our exposure? Where 
are the contaminated sites, and how bad are 
they? Where are the shipment routes? 

4. Talk to our doctors. Insist on knowing the 
exposure of all x-rays and other diagnostic 
procedures. Are they absolutely necessary? Is 
your doctor aware of current health studies on 
the risk of thyroid cancer, leukemia, etc., and 
prevention and early detection techniques? 

5. Take personal action to reduce energy use. 
Learn about non-toxic energy like solar and 
wind. generation. Explore simple construction 
techniques that vastly reduce your need for 
heating and cooling. Santa Barbara just made 
renewable energy a city-wide goal — what 
about your town? 

6. Distribute copies of this newsletter. We’ll 
send copies to hand out to friends, family, 
and at public events— just let us know. 

7. Get involved! Ask your elected officials their 
positions on nuclear issues. Get fact sheets 
and maps and pass them out. Write to our 
newspapers, talk to community groups, speak 
out on radio talk shows. With a mess this big, 
there’s certainly something each and every 
one of us can do. 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION: 

Nuclear Regulatory Commission, (800) 368-5642, 
http://www.nrc.gov/nrc.html 

Department of Energy, (800) 472-2756, 
http://www.doe.gov/ 

Radiation & Health: Mothers Alert: 
http://www.geocities.com/mothersalert/ 

Uranium Nliningi Southwest Research & 
Information Center, (505) 262-1862, 
http://www.sric.org/Uranium/ 

Nuclear Reactors. Nuclear Information & 

Resource Service, (202) 328-0002, www.nirs.org/ 

Nuclear Weapons. Reaching Critical Will 

Initiative, (212) 682-1265, 

http ://www.reachingcriticalwill. org/ 

Proposition One’s A-Z Links (thorough listing of 
organizational & government resources) at 
http://www.prop 1 .org/prop 1/azantink.htm 

Nukes in Space-. Global Network Against 
Weapons & Nuclear Power in Space (352) 337- 
9274, http://www.globenet.free-online.co.uk/ 


The HOME Wish List — What We Need: 

• Office: Please send stamps, recycled paper, and any other office supplies. Flat-bed scanner! 

• Museum Library: Please send copies of your group’s videos, books and publications. 

• Museum Equipment: Digital camera, VCR/TV, laptop to display health databases, RadAlert 
radiation monitor. Standard automotive tool kit for the road. 

• Money: We need financial help for postage, printing, research, and displays; 

For travel and maintenance expenses for the mobile Museum. 

PICASi SIGN Me UP— IT'S MY HOME TOO! 

QlPlease put me on your mailing list. Qpiease send me copies of this newsletter. 

□ I am interested in hosting a future tour. Qpiease send me more info on . 


/ want to support the HOME mission! Here is a donation oh 

Q $30 □ $50 □ $75 □ $100 $ Other □$ Monthly Pledger j 


Name 


Address 


City 

State Zip 

Phone 

Fax email 


Thank you! We really appreciate your support. 


Healing Ourselves A Mother Earth, fO Bex 420, Tecopa CA 92309 (740) 852-4151, heal@kay-net.ceai 




Logger Violence in Australia's Otway Ranges 


BY TRISTY 

Many environmentalists may be aware of the 
latest attacks on conservationists that have occurred 
in East Gippsland and the Otway Ranges in the 
Australian state of Victoria. The latest incident at the 
Middle Spur coupe in the Otways has received sub- 
stantial press coverage within Australia. It is tragic 
that it takes violence escalating to this extent before 
the mainstream media will pay attention to the issue 
of the unresolved tensions in Victoria's native for- 
ests, which are largely the result of the unsatisfac- 
tory Regional Forest Agreement (RFA) process. 

Violence against conservationists is nothing new, 
but the severity of the latest incidents has shocked 
even hardened activists. There is a genuine fear that 
someone will be killed if urgent action is not taken 
to address the issues that are causing the escalation 
of violence. 

On April 2 approximately 30 loggers attacked 
local residents and conservationists camped at the 
Middle Spur logging coupe in the Otway Ranges in 
southwestern Victoria. About 20 people were in- 
jured in the incident with five people being taken 
to a nearby hospital. This incident followed the 
signing of the RFA on March 31 and the deliberate 
sabotage of Apollo Bay's power supply, presumably 
by logging interests, during a music festival the 
previous weekend. The RFA locks the forests of the 
Otways, as well as other ancient forests, into an- 
other 20 years of unsustainable clearfelling and 
habitat destruction. 

The attack began at around 5:30 p.m., when 
roughly 30 men stormed into the peaceful protest 
camp. Specific people were targeted, verbally abused, 
attacked and had their lives threatened — this lasted 
about an hour. The video camera was a specific 
target of the attackers, who had perhaps learned 
from the experience of their East Gippsland counter- 
parts, who had their murderous threats broadcast all 
over Australian radio after an independent 

journalist's camera kept recording sound even 


though he had been knocked into a gully. 

"This was a premeditated, systematic and calcu- 
lated attack," said activist Svea Pitman, who was 
bashed in the back of the head and hit behind the 
knees by one of the loggers. "We received an 
anonymous tip off warning us that there would be 
incidents of extreme violence leading up to Easter. 
In addition, both police and the local office of the 
Department of Natural Resources and Environ- 
ment, the authority responsible for managing 
publicly-owned forests, were contacted prior to 
the incident. 

"We tried to call the police via our satellite phone 
during the attack, but we couldn't make contact. 
We called several other people, including activists, 
media and family, who managed to raise the alarm." 

The attackers told conservationists that if they 
did not pack up their blockade by noon the follow- 
ing day they would be back in greater force. 

"The ambulance arrived after the last loggers had 
left," said Svea, "and the police arrived even later, 
despite being informed of the incident at least an 
hour and a half earlier." 

"The police didn't take any details of the inci- 
dent, nor did they ask us to take photos of our 
injuries, some of which were quite extensive. No 
photographs were taken of the crime scene. Some 
of the people in the coupe asked to have statements 
taken and were refused. The police told us they 
would meet us at one hospital, and then we were 
taken to another." 

It is vital that the recent occurrences are not seen 
as isolated events but as part of a systematic and 
ongoing campaign of violence against forest con- 
servationists in Victoria. Loggers have threatened 
and harassed environmentalists with covert po- 
lice complicity in far top many incidents to list 
since at least 1984, when loggers seriously threat- 
ened environmentalists at a public meeting at 
Bonang in East Gippsland. Examples include a log- 
ging coupe being burnt with full knowledge that 
activists were present and mihimal investigation 


being undertaken when a conservationist's safe 
house was shot at. There have been several com- 
plaints made over the years to the Police Ombuds- 
man, and convictions have resulted from several 
assault charges, yet the level of action taken to 
date to prevent and discourage violence against 
conservationists has been completely inadequate. 

As of May 18 no charges had yet been laid against 
the perpetrators of this appalling violence against 
the peaceful protesters at Middle Spur, and the 
police have not made contact with any of the vic- 
tims for weeks, despite numerous statements and 
complaints being made. 

Government intervention is crucial if a clear 
message is to be sent to the logging and woodchip 
industries that this type of behavior is completely 
unacceptable. Despite statements "abhorring" the 
violence, the Victorian government is yet to show 
any leadership in peacefully resolving the issue of 
responsible forest management in the Otway 
Ranges and East Gippsland. Several options exist 
for the Victorian state government to demon- 
strate conclusively that it is concerned with the 
safety of its citizens and guests. Australian conser- 
vation groups are calling on the Victorian state 
government to: 1) Establish an independent inquiry 
into the harassment of environmentalists; 2) Guar- 
antee that loggers found guilty of violent offenses 
will be prohibited from working on licensed logging 
sites in Victoria; 3) End police bias against environ- 
mental activists. 

Please email Victorian Premier Steve Bracks to 
voice your concern about the government's criti- 
cal lack of action on the issue of violence against 
forest activists: Steve. bracks@parliament. 
vic.gov.au. 

Or sign on to the protest letter at Friends of the 
Earth's homepage: www.melbourne.foe.org.au. 

For more information contact Otway Ranges 
Environment Network, c/o Apollo Bay Post Office, 
Apollo Bay, Victoria, Australia 3233; 
www.oren.org.au. 


Indigenous Brazilians March Against 50(KYear Celebration 


continued from page 1 

The Guarani / 

Kaiow, along the 

sides of the roads or Brazil's Fin 

in shantytowns. 

The Guarani rate of 
suicide is among the highest in the 
world. With their environment devas- 
tated, the Guarani no longer have the 
plants they used to feed, cure and paint 
themselves. Nonetheless, they are fight- 
ing to retain their culture and language 
and paint their faces with magic mark- 
ers to evoke the spirit of old. 

There are also victories. After being 
decimated by disease when the Cuiab- 
Santarm Highway was built through 
their land in the early 1970s, the re- 
maining Panar were moved 100 miles 
away to the Xing National Park, which 
offered them community protection. 
Twenty years later in 1996, the Panar 
returned to their traditional land. They 
now control a large area of pristine 


azil's First Nations show their strength 


rainforest and are re- 
building their cul- 

ernor of the state by 

family business were 
accused of illegal log- 
ging, and of bringing diseases and death 
into the community. This is an impor- 
tant precedent and victory for the 


Kampa, who hold 
onto their land and 
way of life as descen- 
dants of the Inca. 

In addition to local 
and regional struggles, 
indigenous organiza- 
tions are now gearing 
up on a national level 
to fight for a strong 
Indian Statute. The bill 
is currently going 
through Brazilian con- 
gress and should regu- 
late the relationship 


A legacy of the invasion S00 years later 


between indigenous peoples and the 
state. Indigenous organizations are pro- 
posing an alternative bill, which would 


strengthen their rights and autonomy. 

Indigenous peoples took advantage 
of the 500-year anniversary of the "dis- 
covery" of Brazil to come together to 
demand their rights and to make their 
proposals for the future. They also gave 
the world a chance to learn about the 
struggles they have faced, the victories 
they have won and the challenges still 
ahead. In the final document resulting 
from the conference, indigenous lead- 
ers wrote: "We, indigenous people of 
Brazil, have gone a long way to rebuild 
our lands and communities. By firmly 
taking this history into our collective 
hands, we are sure that we 

will break away from a sad 

past and confidently move 
ahead toward a brighter fu- 
ture. Our indigenous 
struggle is a tribute to the 
many heroes who have 

I died over the past five cen- 
turies. Our struggle is for 
our children and grandchil- 
dren, so that they can be 
free people op a free land." 
This article was prepared 
t by the Rainforest Founda- 
tion-US, with input from 
r Amazon Watch and Ama- 
I zon Alliance, and based on 
= reports from CIMI, ISA, and 
; years later the 500 Years Committee 
in Brazil. 

For further information check 
out www.savetherest.org and 
wwW.soci6arnbieritaI.org. 
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Trial date set for Bari/ 
Chemey suit 

On the eve of the 10th anniversary 
of the car-bombing of Earth First! 
activists Judi Bari and Darryl Cher- 
ney, a federal judge has set a trial date 
for their landmark civil rights lawsuit 
against the Federal Bureau of Investi- 
gation {FBI) and the Oakland Police 
Department (OPDj. 

On October 1, 2001, a federal jury 
will hear dramatic evidence proving 


an 


On M&y- 1990, Judi Esri dud 


land, California, as they were on their 
way to a Redwood Summer organiz- 
ing event. The bombing was preceded 
by an aggressive campaign of threats 
and harassment aimed at stopping 
their nonviolent defense of Northern 
California's ancient redwood forest. 

The FBI and OPD arrived on the 
scene of the blast within minutes and 
ignored all the evidence that Judi 
and Darryl were victims of a politi- 
cally-motivated bomb attack. Instead, 
the government agents conspired to 
frame Bari and Chemey, arresting 
them within hours for transporting 
explosives and using this vi dent at- 
tack against the environmentalists to 
falsely associate them with bombs. 
With the police and FBI investiga- 
tion focusing only on the victims, 
the real bombers were never appre- 
hended and remain at large. Evidence 
gathered in the civil rights lawsuit so 
far, including dramatic police pho- 
tos and thousands of pages of FBI 
files, substantiates Bari and Chemey's 
claim of egregious police abuse, 

ND legalizes hemp 

North Dakota has become the first ; 
state to legalize hemp cultivation, j 
Governor Ed Schafer signed legisla- j 
tion in May allowing local fanners to 
"plant, grow, harvest, possess, sell 
and buy industrial hemp." North 
Dakota is the first state to remove 
criminal penalties for hemp cultiva- 
tion. HB 1428 reclassifies hemp con- 
taining no more than three-tenths of 
one percent THC as a legal commer- 
cial crop and allows licensed farmers 
to grow it. The House and Senate 
overwhelmingly approved the mea- 
sure before the governor signed it. 

Snowmobiles 86ed from 
national parks 

The National Park Service in early 
May issued a broad ban on recre- 
ational use of sm iwmobiles at nearly 
ail of the national parks, recreational 
areas and monuments The off-road 
vehicles have had a "significant ad- 
verse environmental effect" on the 
park system, the agency said. 

The only exceptions to the ban 
were parks i Alaska and the 
Voyageurs National Park in Minne- 
sota, where Congress specifically al- 
lowed use oi snowmobiles, and in 
cases whet, ’he vehic k-s art consid- 
ered necessary for access to adjacent 
private lan or inholdings. 

The ban applies to 12 national parks 
from Arcadia in ■ me v ■ - mi-oc,. u: .1 
Kings Cany i in Cdik-mia inchidmg 
Yellowstone in Wyoming, where 
snowmobiling has been the focus of 
intense controversy. Snowmobiling 
also no longer will be allowed in 15 
national seashores, monuments, park- 
ways. historic sites, nination.il .liras 
and scenic trails. 


Feds Use Deadly Force to Support Whale Hunt 


by Jake Conroy and Jonathan Paul 

On May 17, 1999, a juvenile gray 
whale, no older than three years, swam 
through the Olympic National Marine 
Sanctuary on its northerly migration 
toward Alaska. It spotted an unusual 
object in the water and approached it 
curiously, sticking its head out of the 
water to get a better look. It was then 
that the whale was run over, had mul- 
tiple harpoons thrust into its back, 
and shot three times in the head with 
a .50 caliber anti-tank weapon. This 
one act of violence brought whaling 
back to the coastal United States. One 
year later, the Makah Nation, located 
on the Olympic Peninsula in Wash- 
ington, is back on the water and prom- 
ises to kill five whales in hopes to bring 
tradition, culture and a feel- 
ing of self-worth back to their 
reservation. What they are ac- 
tually doing is violating inter- 
national law, using millions 
of taxpayer dollars and break- 
ing a restored trust between 
human and whale. The idea 
that the US government is fi- 
nally honoring native treaty 
rights is a far grasp from the 
truth. The US, to this day, is 
ignoring treaties, removing na- 
tives from their homelands 
(such as the Dineh at Big 
Mountain, Arizona), poison- 
ing their waters and continu- 
ing 500 years of genocide. 

The US government isn't the 
only country manipulating the 
Makah Nation. In 1991, Japan ap- 
proached aboriginal peoples worldwide, 
including the Makah, to encourage 
coastal indigenous hunts. Norway 
would then join forces with Japan by 
funding the World Council of Whalers 
(WCW) on Vancouver Island. 

The WCW, run by Tom Happynook 
of the Nuu-chah-nulth, now claims a 
cultural right to slaughter up to 1,000 
gray whales per year. With small na- 
tions bringing back "cultural" hunts, 
Japan and Norway would use this open 
door to claim their own coastal "cul- 
tural" hunts, adding to the commer- 
cial slaughter of whales worldwide. 

The debate over the Makah whale 
hunt is a fierce one, a debate that has 
torn environmental, animal liberation 
and native struggle communities apart. 
However, the facts remain. On April 
29, the Secretary to the International 
Whaling Commission (IWC), Dr. Ray 
Gambell, stated, "You will not find 
anywhere a formal statement from the 
IWC that the Makah whale hunt is 
legal, since it has not made such a 
determination. "The Makah, however, 
claim to be a sovereign, nonmember 
nation and therefore not obligated to 
follow IWC rules. Their tradition of 
killing whales is one that runs as far 
back as 1,500 years and should be 
honored as such. One with such an 
anthropocentric view fails to remem- 
ber that the whales 'traditional migra- 
tion from Baja California, Mexico, 
north to Alaska, dates back millions of 
years before the Makah were hunting 
them. If we are going to honor tradi- 
tions involving the exploitation of 
sentient creatures, why not honor cli- 
toridectomies and slavery as well? 

Ocean Defense International (ODI), 
an all volunteer, all vegan, direct ac- 
tion organization dedicated to ending 


the exploitation of marine life, has 
taken to the water to prevent the kill- 
ing of these creatures under the guise 
of culture and tradition. Using various 
tactics often successful during hunt 
sabs, ODI has halted the Makah 's at- 
tempts at killing a whale. However, 
the Makah whalers have an unusual 
ally, the United States Coast Guard. 
During whaling activities, a moving 
exclusionary zone (MEZ) is set up to 
protect all boaters from danger. This 
500-yard zone is set up primarily to 
protect people from the anti-tank gun 
(with a range of up to nine miles) while 
it is being fired from a small boat that 
is being tossed around by the ocean. 
Anyone found entering the zone would 
be charged with a felony. The Coast 
Guard's enforcement of this zone has 


cost US taxpayers over $4 million 
thus far, at an alarming rate of 
$11,550 an hour. 

On April 1 7, the vessel Tiger of the 
organization World Whale Police 
(WWP) rounded a rock pillar off the 
coast and found themselves under at- 
tack by the US Coast Guard. The whal- 
ers were underway, and the MEZ had 
been established. The Coast Guard, 
threatened by the presence of nonvio- 
lent protesters, attacked the vessel, 
according to the Coast Guard, outside' 
of the zone. After its 41 -foot alumi- 
num utility boat played a game of high 
speed chicken with the protesters' 22- 
foot fiberglass boat (while stalling their 
zodiacs in front of the Tiger in hopes of 
instigating a hit), the Coast Guard rode 
its hard-bottomed zodiac on top of the 
protest vessel. The aluminum hull 
smashed the glass and ripped open the 
roof of the Tiger. Afterwards, the WWP 
boat was rammed one more time by 
the 41 -foot utility boat. Water poured 
in through the smashed glass, nearly 
sinking the boat, and crewmember Julie 
Woody er was left with a concussion 
and a broken tailbone. The Coast Guard 
blew the incident off as a "shoulder- 
ing" technique they often use. 

On April 20, activists again took to 
the water along with the Makah whal- 
ers and the Coast Guard, and ODI 
crewmember Erin Abbott found her- 
self on the receiving end of lethal 
force. The Coast Guard alleges she 
entered the zone, often seen as a 
form of civil disobedience, and felt 
she was in "violation of federal law." 
The aluminum-hulled zodiac, travel- 
ing at 35-40 knots, targeted her nine- 
foot jet ski, and after realigning them- 
selves three separate times, hit her 
square in the back, running her over. 
She surfaced mere feet from their 


razor sharp rudders and spinning pro- 
pellers, barely escaping death. As 
sharp pain shuddered through her 
and she forced herself to breathe, she 
yelled for help. The whaling crew 
only laughed at her, and the Coast 
Guard stared at her, leaving her float- 
ing in the water. After minutes of 
waiting, the zodiac returned to at- 
tempt to drag her out of the water by 
her arm, even though she explained 
she was suffering from intense pain. 
Although the Coast Guard later ex- 
plained there were EMTs aboard the 
vessel and claimed her neck was sta- 
bilized, the standard procedure in 
any trauma incident, the video 
showed otherwise. She was airlifted 
to the nearest hospital, where she 
spent five days surrounded by armed 
guards while recovering 
from a shoulder blade 
broken into two pieces, 
broken ribs and monitor- 
ing in case her lungs col- 
lapsed. It was here that 
the guards contemplated 
whether or not to allow 
her clothing. After moni- 
toring her phone calls, 
the Coast Guard took 
away her out-going 
phone privileges. They al- 
lowed her one five- 
minute phone call a day 
but only after surrender- 
ing information about 
the callers such as their 
names, their addresses, 
their relationship to her 
and their phone numbers. The Coast 
Guard referred to the incident as an 
"accident, " but they were "enforcing 
the law." Commander Costner, who 
spearheads the MEZ enforcement, re- 
marked, "I still get my paycheck," 
and Makah Tribal Chairman Keith 
Johnson applauded the Coast Guard's 
efforts because, after all, she was 
breaking the law. 

The Coast Guard, FBI and local au- 
thorities suggest this use of force is 
necessary due to the nature of the activ- 
ists. They instill fears of "activists from 
the WTO," "anarchists" and "militant 
activists " instead of protesters taking to 
the waters to prevent violence. It ap- 
pears authorities have stepped up their 
violent aggressions against those who 
choose to defend the natural world 
from exploitation, and it seems to only 
be getting worse. 

Now that the peak of the migration 
of the gray whales has passed through 
the Olympic National Marine Sanctu- 
ary, mostly transient mothers with 
calves or resident whales remain. Al- 
though the Makah 's own management 
plan states they will not hunt calves, 
mothers with calves or resident whales, 
the harpoon is still hurled at any whale 
that gets near the canoe — mostly 
whales no more than a year old. Keith 
Johnson continues to dispute the fact 
that resident whales exist. Ocean De- 
fense International remains commit- 
ted to the protection of animals and 
eco-systems from the exploitation of 
all humans, with the hope the natural 
world can return to a sustainable level, 
and once again flourish. 

For more information contact Ocean 
Defense International, POB 45275, 
Seattle, WA 98145; (206) 376-8619; 
oceandefense2000@hotmail.com; 
www.stopwhalekill.org. 





Indigenism and the Environmental Movement 


an interview with Ward Churchill 



by Ben Heizer, James Johnston and Jeff Shaw 

Ward Churchill is a scholar, an activist and one of 
the most powerful voices for native rights in the world 
today. He is an associate professor of American Indian 
Studies at the University of Colorado at Boulder, a 
spokesperson for the Leonard Peltier Defense Commit- 
tee and a member of the governing council of the 
American Indian Movement. His numerous books in- 
clude Struggle for the Land, Since Predator Came, 
The COINTELPRO Papers, Cages of Steel and Marx- 
ism and Native Americans. 

EFIJ: The first thing we need to get out of the way, 
in order to give the reader some context, is your 
background and where you're coming from. You've 
referred to yourself as an "indigenist." Could you 
explain what that means? 

WC: Well, indigenist simply means that I take as 
my frame of reference, as my first priority in all cases, 
the rights of the first people of any given area. I 
figure the rest of the stuff works out from there. But 
if you have not resolved the issue of indigenous 
rights, no matter what kind of society you construct, 
it is going to be an imperialist society. You are by 
definition colonizing the indigenous people, op- 
pressing their rights in order to constitute your own 
society, your own way of life. So, that's the short 
version. It doesn't have anything to do with my take 
on or practice of spirituality or any of the rest of it. 
That's all operant in my own makeup but irrelevant 
to the politic in a way. Each indigenous people have 
their own approach to that in any event, and this is 
something that overarches whatever their approach 
may be. That's the first priority for resolution. 

EFIJ: If there's a hallmark to your writing, it's the 
fact that you take on everyone. You've been just as 
critical of communists, anarchists and other leftists 
-as you are of the dominant status quo capitalist 
system. You've criticized Zionists for their exclusivist 
interpretation of the term genocide. You've basi- 
cally been critical of just about everyone at one time 
or another — 

[■ WC: I hate everybody equally. 

EFIJ: Do native people, do indigenists, have any 
natural allies in their struggle? 

WC: Well, it's a situational thing. It's understood 
better or more poorly from context to context, but 
ultimately I would say that e vprynnp should hp — 
everybody is — a natural ally of indigenous peo ple. 
They just don't understand that. Indigenous inter- 
ests are in the interests of everyone because you're 
talking about models for a sustainable economy, 
sustainable society, about equilibrium for the envi- 
ronment, about things which transcend cultural 
parameters. Ignorance does not preclude the natu- 
ralness of the alliance; ignorance simply precludes 
the practical emergence of the alliance at any given 
moment. If you can educate people to the common- 
alties, if you can acquaint them with it, I think it falls 
into place from there. 

^ EFIJ : What about the radical environmental agenda 
* that's being advanced by groups like Earth First! You 
) quote Russell Means in the opening to Since Predator 
j Came that "only Indians can help Indians, " or some- 
y thing to that effect. 

^ WC: Nope, that's not what he said. He simply 
repeated: "Only Indians help Indians" is what it was. 


And that was a slogan that was carved into the butt 
of an AK-47 of a Miskito fighter down in Nicaragua, 
okay? It was in Miskito; it had to be translated, and 
that was the translation. And that was borne of 
heir experience. 

Lefties will help you out if you're going up 
against a capitalist regime or capitalist powers. 
Lefties helped us out at Wounded Knee — well, I 
wasn't even at Wounded Knee, I got stopped 
before I got there — but us in a large sense, not as 
a participant. But they were very supportive of 
that, okay? They agree with all the issues that 
underly the resistance. They provided material 
support, they provided moral support, they publi- 
cized it, they were enthusiastic about it. 

Now, you take that same set of issues they 
considered valid here and bring them up vis-a-vis 
a left-wing government like the Sandinistas and 
all of a sudden you've got no supporters, okay? 
One week we're getting checks in the mail to 
support Yellow River camp, and literally the next 
week after Russell announced we were supporting 
the Miskitos against the Sandinistas if the 
Sandinistas wanted to continue a policy of impo- 
sition, and that was it, man. No more mail, no 
more publicity, no more financial support — you're 
counterrevolutionaries. No, we're Indians, and we 
have the same rights whether it's in a left-wing 
context or a right-wing context; in fact, we're part 
of neither context, we're indigenous people. 

EFIJ : So how does the radical environmental agenda 
that's been advanced by groups like Earth First!, how 
does that fit in with your stance as an indigenist? 

WC: Well, we have a common interest there. It's 
an obvious common interest, because it doesn't 
matter who has got control over a parcel of land 
that's been stripmined. So we're both in opposition 
to the stripmining, in a certain way, for exactly the 
same reason. We understand that so-called develop- 
ment is actually destruction, to the magnitude oi 
ecocide. We oppose ecocide. 

$ — Where the Earth First!ers of the Dave Foreman 
lera — hey, I'd agree with them point by point. We 
/could sit here and talk for an hour, and we'd be in 
j agreement until we came down to my supposition 
that I'll put out — that restor i ng a viable indigenous 
sovereignty is a pri mary met hod, not j ust of doi ng 


right, b ut it's an actual tool to block the ecocide. 
That native people, in control of that property, 


would ndfSTripTnTrreTi 
ZCEFl): IFsliFthe tail-end of Struggle For The Land 
that there's a pretty bold claim. You say that there's 
no particular struggle that can succeed — and you 
talk about the labor movement, the feminist agenda, 
the environmental movement — none of these 
struggles for justice and equality can succeed with- 
out the necessary precondition of recognizing in- 
digenous rights. 

WC: This takes us right back to where we started in 
a way. Because ultimately, even if they were totally 
successful enough in the sense that they defined 
their agenda — we can all agree that it would be a 
good thing to abolish ageism, sexism, racism, ex- 
ploitation of workers, so on down the line. Take all 
these for your progressive agenda. Accomplish any 
of those or accomplish all of those, if you don't 
address the issue of indigenous rights, you're still a 
fuckin' imperialist. You know? And there's no way 
out of that. 

But conversely, if you resolve the issue of indig- 
enous sovereignty and restore the land to indigenous 
control with an affirmation of indigenist principles, 
you're accomplishing those objectives while being 
anti-imperialist at the same time, because you can't 
show me in a defensible way a construction of indig- 
enous society that is ageist, racist, sexist and all the 
rest of those things. 

So one way, you automatically fulfill your agenda. 
It may require some struggle because we're colo- 
nized people, and we've got to psychologically and 
intellectually decolonize — that's part of the pro- 
cess — but affirming the traditions goes in this di- 
rection, whereas ignoring the sovereign rights of 
indigenous peoples can only generate colonialism. 




Let me finish with Foreman. That's where he's c 
lost. He's lost there everytime, and not just Dave > 
but Chris Manes and the whole bunch. They / 
couldn't buy that one, and the reason being is that 1 
they are coming from that same position that I 
find in all the radicalism around the environ- 
ment. TTieyTeiti!HrLa_pQsi&iHU^ 
selves to an equal share of rights on my land. 
That's the colonial .mentality that Km talking 
about, just exemplified?* 

EFIJ: What pisses you off about environmental- 
ists, particularly radical environmentalists of today? 

I mean, Foreman's kind of old news. 

WC: Yeah, he is. 

EFIJ: He's with the Sierra Club now. But earlier, 
you mentioned the Makah whaling controversy. 
You said you wanted to harpoon Paul Watson. What 
are some of the tensions between the radical envi- 
ronmental agenda as you understand it and the 
indigenous struggle? 

WC: Well, again, there's this absolute denial of 
indigenous rights in and of themselves, often pass 
ing as an affirrtTation of indigenous rights. 

I mean, taking Watson as an example — he says 
his denial of Makah rights is something that he 
does in the name of Lakota sovereign rights as a 
spiritual message conveyed to him while he was 
participating in struggle to actualize Lakota sover- 
eignty, which is flatly untrue. But you understand, 
this is pretty slick. This is pretty fuckin' slick. This 
is a very carefully thought through spin that he's 
putting on this — that affirmation of indigenous I 
rights and the actuality of indigenous rights is J 
actually what it is that he's conceived. 

And in his way, he's just saying what every goddamn 
anthropologist I've ever encountered ultimately says: 

We know more about you than you do. Or what every 
fuckin' politician and social worker I've ever encoun- 
tered says: We know what's good for you much more 
than you do. And that's that colonialist — colonialism 
is only a piece of it. There's this cultural supremacist 
mindset that is so deepset that I'm convinced that it 
comes from a position of such a sense of inferiority 
that they do this as a compensation. I mean, it's 
pathological. They can't help it. 

EFIJ: If you had a couple of paragraphs in the Earth 
First! Journal, which we do, what would you tell 
people they should be doing with themselves? In 
the final equation, is the radical environmental 
movement on board with your agenda as an 
indigenist, and if they're not, what can they do to 
get on board? 

WC: Well, it's like we were talking earlier, when 
you hit this wall with Foreman and his people, 
you hit this wall now. And to give Foreman and 
those guys their due, in their moment, they were 
something way different than had happened be- 
fore. They carried their vision a long way, and I 
think they should be respected for that. I mean, 
they kind of ran off the end of their shit... it could 
only go so far. 

But that wall that you ran into having to do with 
somebody having a right in this space superior to 
their own is something that can be overcome. It's 
a matter of consciousness and conception. Absent 
the consciousness, in the ignorance or whatever, 
you get arrogant, you get this replication of the 
colonial mentality. 

Insofar as there is this really strong commitment 
that's observable — you see people suffering for it, it's 
not just rhetoric — to prevent ecocide, we're on the 
same page. The next step, though, is to understand 
the priority in terms of primacy of relation to the 
land, whose land it is and so forth. Not in the sense 
of European ownership, but in the sense of a real, 
practical kind of relation that goes to responsibil- 
ity — to nurture, to husband. All of those terms that 
they use, that's part of our traditions. And they're 
interlopers. They're interlopers insofar as they're of 
a tradition of interlopers, and the only way that they 
can get out is to relinquish their own privilege, this 
self-assignment of entitlement to at least an equal 
share if not a leadership role in somebody else's 
property. And it's doable. 
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Banner Dropped in the Name of the Buffalo 


After a mild winter with only one bull outside the 
park, spring has been busy for the Buffalo Field 
Campaign (BFC) based outside of West Yellowstone. 
Since late March, more than 100 buffalo have entered 
Montana and faced hazing and harassment at the 
hands of Montana's Department of Livestock (DOL). 

Early on the morning of April 11, two women 
unfurled a 20-by- 50-foot banner from the top story of 
the Summit Hotel at the Big Sky ski resort. The banner 
carried graphic depictions of two severed -buffalo 
heads illustrating the words, "Racicot's Buffalo Slaugh- 
ter Kills Tourism." 

The action was part of an all-day rally organized by 
activists to call attention to Montana Governor Marc 
Racicot's policy of hazing, capturing and shooting 
buffalo that leave Yellowstone National Park. 

With much of the conference focused on improv- 
ing the state's image (one session was titled: 
"Montana's Image, How Others See Us"), it was 
important to remind participants that people don't 
come to Montana to see dead buffalo. Outraged at the 
state's buffalo slaughter, several groups have orga- 
nized boycotts against Montana in recent months. 

According to a recent study, Gallatin County — one 
of the only counties in the state, with unfenced 
buffalo — brings in more tourism revenue than any 
other county in the state. Tourism is the fastest 
growing sector of Montana's economy, generating 
more than $1.5 billion in 1998. 

The situation became precarious for the activists 
perched on the edge of the tenth-floor balcony when 
an angry construction crew gathered behind a blocked- 
off sliding glass door. One of the construction work- 
ers held up a handwritten banner of his own which 
read, "Huhting feeds our families." Others began 
« pelting the two women with snowballs from an 
. adjacent balcony. 

Unforeseen complications made it possible for 
workers to slice the banner, and the climbers 
attempted to leave. One was detained by Gallatin 
County Deputy Frank Calvin while the other took 
off down a corridor. Before she reached the stair- 
well she was tackled by a contractor and held 
down by three others. When she questioned their 


authority to detain her, she was told, "Deputy 
Calvin just deputized us." 

The women were charged with criminal trespass 
and obstruction. A third activist was later arrested for 
trespassing when a hotel employee said she saw him 
in the tenth-floor stairwell. The three were released 
the next morning on their own recognizance. 

Since he took office in 1992, Governor Racicot has 
bloodied his hands with the deaths of almost 2,300 
| buffalo. A close advisor to George Bush Jr., Racicot is 
being groomed for a cabinet post. Recent press cover- 
age has pegged him as a possible candidate for Secre- 
tary of Agriculture or Interior (and you thought James 
Watt was bad). One story even included his name on 
a short list for the vice presidency. 

With his political ambitions in mind, Racicot has 
sought to distance himself from the buffalo slaugh- 
ter this season. For the first time in 17 years, Mon- 
: tana didn't kill any buffalo as they migrated from 
the park. Instead, the state launched a wave of 
militaristic hazing operations aimed at keeping buf- 
falo out of Montana. Using a helicopter, ATVs, 4- 
wheel„drive trucks and horses, the DOL has been 
wreaking havoc on the sensitive ecosystem at 
Yellowstone's western border. 

At the heart of this ecosystem stands Horse Butte, a 
peninsula rich in habitat for sensitive species like the 
buffalo, bald eagle, gray wolf, trumpeter swan, per- 
egrine falcon, grizzly bear, wolverine, lynx and boreal 
owl. Because of its heavy-handed tactics, the DOL 
impacts all wildlife when it hazes. 

On April 20, DOL agents flew a helicopter over the 
Horse Butte Bald Eagle Closure, within a quarter 
mile of one of the butte's three active nests. The 
operation, targeting more than 60 buffalo, flushed 
two bald eagles. The eagles have been displaying 
incubating behavior. Disturbing bald eagles at this 
time of year often results in nesting failure. 

The Special Use Permit (SUP) under which the DOL 
operates specifically states that "helicopter activities 
will not be permitted in the Horse Butte area." In a 
separate violation of the SUP on the same day, two 
DOL agents and one Park Service ranger entered the 
i Horse Butte Eagle Closure during the operation. Both 
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violations were 
video-documented 
by the BFC. 

Together with The 
Ecology Center, Inc. 
and Cold Mountain, 

Cold Rivers, BFC filed 
an application for a 
Temporary Restrain- 
ing Order (TRO) on 
May 9, asking Fed- 
eral District Court 
Judge Charles C. 

Lovell to restrain the 
DOL, the Forest Ser- 
vice and the Park Ser- 
vice from hazing bi- 
son on the butte. 

While Judge 
Lovell did not see 
fit to act on the 
TRO, the Forest Ser- 
vice and the DOL Banner dropped at the Summit Hotel 
fulfilled the groups' purpose in court when they 
promised the judge that bison will not be hazed 
with helicopters in the future. In his order, Lovell 
wrote: "all of the Defendants do agree that no 
hazing shall be accomplished by helicopter." He 
further stated that "Defendants represent to the 
court that there is no intention for future helicop- 
ter hazing in the Horse Butte area." 

Despite the judge's refusal to enforce the TRO, 
the DOL is on notice that the groups intend to sue 
them for illegally jeopardizing threatened species 
in the area. "We will vigorously pursue the revoca- 
tion of DOL's permit to haze bison and prove in 
court that they have repeatedly violated legal 
requirements to protect nesting bald eagles on the 
Horse Butte Peninsula," said Darrell Geist, of Cold 
Mountain, Cold Rivers. 

For more information contact the Buffalo Field 
Campaign, POB 957, West Yellowstone, MT 59758; 
(406) 646-0070; buffalo@wildrockies.org; 

www.wildrockies.org/buffalo. 


Sea Lions Massacred. 


continued from page 1 

The manager and part owner of a 
salmon farm just around the point from 
the pit publicly announced his farm was 
responsible for the kills. 

What made this deplorable action 
all the more unbearable was that he 
had a legal permit to do so. The Cana- 
dian • Department of Fisheries and 
Oceans issues permits to all the farm 
operators to kill "marine predators" 
that are actively trying to eat their 
stock. The permit only allows the kill- 
ing of harbor seals, California sea lions 
and Stellar's sea lions and gives no 
numerical limit. Tour operators have 
to stay hundreds of feet away so as not 
to disturb the mammals, but the next 
industry over gets to shoot them. 

Up here, the media went wild across 
the country for a few days, and the 
local farm operators began to despise 
me and accuse me of creating an 
event. Some of our supporters aided 
in creating a web page including 
photos and links to the appropriate 
people to respond to. We also pub- 
licly engaged the farm operators, 
threatening to organize an immedi- 
ate boycott of farmed salmon and 
their retailers if the kill permits 
weren't returned permanently and 
the guns removed from the farms. 
We gave them a deadline of three or 
four days at which time we would 
meet with them to hear their answer. 

During this period the media began to 
cool off and disappear, but the local and 
international responses began pouring 
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in. Tourists, tour operators, resort own- 
ers, concerned citizens and some politi- 
cians were all horrified and shocked 
that this sort of action was not illegal. 

• Ex-employees of the fish farms began 
calling us giving us tips on more pos- 
sible sites and letting us know that sea 
lions are often not disposed of onshore 
but mostly just sink when they are shot 
or drown in the predator nets that sur- 
round the farms. 

Hours before the deadline meeting 
with the fish farm operators, we found 
two more pits. 

Everyone seems to have known this 
was going on, but now there is undeni- 
able proof. From only two farms in total, 
we have found more than 20 sea lions 
killed in one month. There are 18 farms 
in Clayoquot Sound and 121 in British 
Columbia. They are all granted permits 
to kill. This is probably the single biggest 
threat to seals and sea lions today. 

In our meeting, the farmers said, 
"We have to protect our stock." They 
refer to the sea lions and seals as "pests . " 
Instead of saying they kill the mam- 
mals, they use the terminology "cull" 
and "dispose." 

I ask, "Who are the real pests?" and 
"What did they expect when they 
dropped a plate of food in the ocean and 
called it an industry?" 

The results of the meeting were that 
two of the four companies operating in 
Clayoquot Sound have taken the guns 
off their farms and acknowledged there 
has to be a better solution. These two 
companies have set up a task force to 
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Dead sea lions in Clayoquot Sound 

address the issue, yet they still refuse 
to turn in their kill permits. The larg- 
est operator in Clayoquot Sound — 
Pacific National Group — has refused 
to do anything and continues busi- 
ness as usual. Bang! 

Needless to say, they haven't met 
our requirements so it is off to their 
market we go. Over the next few 
months we, and others working on 
fish farm issues, hope to reach the 
retailers and consumers of the indus- 
try and close them down. We have so 
far discovered that about 72 percent of 
BC farmed salmon is exported to the 
west coast of the United States. It is 
believed most of this is to California. 

We are going to publicize all of the 
hidden costs of fish farming: the mam- 
mals killed, the use of antibiotics, the 
soon upcoming retail of genetically- 
modified salmon (already being pro- 
duced in some places), the untreated 
sewage (each farm equal to a town of a 
population of 1,000), the high risk of 
exotic disease outbreak and transfer to 
native wild salmon, and the risk of es- 
cape and competition with wild salmon. 

Our demands, if the industry must 


exist, are: 1) that the farms must be 
brought on land, with a closed loop 
sewage treatment system; 2) that ex- 
otic species, genetically-modified prod- 
ucts, pesticides or antibiotics should 
not be used and 3) that no wildlife be 
harmed in any way. 

To achieve these goals we plan to 
raise the profile through direct action, 
follow the farms' activities and shut 
down big portions of their market. 

To help, you can do all of the above 
and visit the website, 
www.geocities.com/deadseals/. To ex- 
press your outrage, tell our ‘Member of 
Parliament in charge of the Ministry of 
Fisheries and Oceans to stop giving out 
permits, "Dis"honourable Herb 
Dhaliwal, Minister of Fisheries and 
Oceans Canada, 200 Kent St., Ottawa, 
Ontario, Canada K1A 0E6; (613) 990- 
7292 (fax); dhalih@parl.gc.ca. 

Of course, in all likelihood, this will 
not sway him, so maybe he would be 
more warm to the message if it were 
delivered with a pie. And maybe if he 
receives the message with some convic- 
tion he might be forced to do his job. 

A bunch of gunhappy guys drop- 
ping a flimsy net in the water filled 
with hundreds of genetically-modi- 
fied fish pumped full of pesticides and 
antibiotics doesn't make much of a 
responsible industry. 

For more information contact Friends 
of Clayoquot Sound, Box 489, Torino, 
BC, VOR 2Z0, Canada; (250) 725-4218; - 
725-2527 (fax); focs@web.net; 
www.ancientrainforest.org. 



[ GRAND JURY STILL LOOKING FOR ANSWERS I 


One hundred people gathered in 
front of the US Federal Courthouse 
in Portland, Oregon on May 24 to 
protest the harassment of activists 
by the unjust grand jury system. 
Both Craig Rosebraugh of Portland 
and Josh Harper of Seattle were 
commanded to testify regarding 
several acts of economic sabotage 
claimed by the Earth Liberation 
Front (ELF) and/or the Animal Lib- 
eration Front (ALF). In grand jury 
proceedings, witnesses com- 
manded to testify lose their usual 
constitutional right to have an at- 
torney present in the courtroom or 
their fifth amendment right to re- 
main silent. Those refusing to tes- 
tify can be held in contempt of 
court for up to 18 months. 
Rosebraugh's subpoena was called 
off late on May 23. Prosecutors said 
the grand jury didn't have the time 
to deal with both him and Harper. 
For Rosebraugh, who receives 
anonymous communiques from 
the ELF and passes them on to the 
media and public nation-wide, this 


is the seventh subpoena since 1997. 
Prosecutors promised to recall him in 
either June or July of this year. 

Josh Harper, who recently received 
his first subpoena while fighting whal- 
ing in the Olympic Peninsula, decided 
to defy the grand jury subpoena 
completely by not cooperating 
verbally and also by not show- 
ing up at all. He faces con- 
tempt charges and up to 18 
months in jail. He released 
the following statement de- 
claring his complete non- 
cooperation. 

"My name is Josh Harper. 

I am a green anarchist cur- 
rently residing in Seattle, 

WA. I was recently attempt- 
ing to interfere in the killing of 
whales off of the Olympic Peninsula 
when the vessel I was aboard was sur- 
rounded by the Coast Guard. I was 
boarded and issued a subpoena com- 
manding me to appear May 24 in Port- 
land, Oregon. I have decided to defy 
this subpoena and wish to explain my 
decision to fellow activists. First and 


foremost, this world is dying. All that 
is beautiful about the world is being 
destroyed and paved over. The ani- 
mals are being either killed or turned 
into machines for human consump- 
tion. Our society, which was for thou- 
sands of years mostly peaceful 
and egalitarian, is now filled 
with neurosis, discontent 
and alienation. But there is 
more out there! All of our 
rage, all of our anger at this 
system can be focused into 
positive action. This grand 
jury wants to stop that posi- 
tive action. Although the 
ALF and ELF are only small 
parts of a larger effort for 
autonomy, freedom and a pro- 
gression to an intact Earth, they 
are important because they show us 
that we can fight back, and we can 
win! I will not betray them by speak- 
ing with their enemies. 

Secondly, as an anarchist I would 
never willingly cooperate with the 
grand jury system. The very idea that 
this government presumes they can 


command me to do anything 
shows how very little they know 
me. My life is my own, my 
thoughts are my own and what I 
decide to do will not be dictated to 
me by judges, attorneys and their 
lackeys with guns. If they want 
me, let them come and get me. 
They can drag me to the grand 
jury room, but they can never 
make me speak. I send Craig 
Rosebraugh all of my respect. He 
has faced down this grand jury, 
and even though he has chosen a 
different tactic than me, I under- 
stand his motivations. The media 
he is gaining is invaluable; he is 
awakening even more people to 
the path of resistance. To the ALF 
and ELF, I do not know you, but I 
send you my endless admiration. 
Keep fighting. You are my sisters 
and brothers, perhaps someday 
you can remove the masks so that 
we may celebrate victory together. 
Until then, let us all remain in 
utter defiance of those who would 
try to stop us." 



UK' Terrorism" Bill 

continued from page 1 

The powers for a wide clamp-down will be in place. 
This is an extension of power which would be better 
associated with a totalitarian state. 

A local campaigner I know engages in national 
campaigns and travels to support them. I'll name him 
Moley. Moley is a veteran of nonviolent protests. 
Recently tie has taken part in the occupation ot trees 
and the digging of tunnels in the path of new roads or 
runways. His friends have taken part in the protests 
against genetically-modified test crops, which have 
included damage to a part of those crops. Under the 
new law, his friends will be "terrorists" because they 
damage property for ideological reasons. Under the 
new law, if Moley digs a hole or builds a treehouse on 
someone else's property in his action, he also will be a 
"terrorist." If I take him food or drink, as I did during 
the Stanworth Valley treehouse protest in 1995, 1 will 
be guilty of supporting terrorism and subject to jail for ' 
up to 10 years. 

The British Home Secretary will be able to ban any 
organization that he or she decides to be potentially 
"terrorist." If Moley is a member of or active in a 
banned organization, he too will be a "terrorist" and 
can be imprisoned for up to 10 years. If he invites 
support for a cause defined as "terrorist, " he is again 
liable for a sentence of up to 10 years. If a meeting is 
organized which has nothing to do with any group 
that has been classed as "terrorist," but at which 
Moley is going to speak, then the organizers of that 
meeting can be imprisoned for a similar period. 
Similarly if a radio station or student society orga- 
nizes a debate or teach-in where Moley is invited to 
speak, even the people who speak against him will 
commit an offense just by being there and can be 
jailed for 10 years as well! If a journalist reports 
Moley's words, she or he can be thrown in jail. For 
this, a meeting is said to be three or more people. In 
all of these cases, everyone concerned could be held 
without charge for seven days and without legal 
assistance while being interrogated. In the United 
Kingdom by July, the Rule of Law as Arhericans 
understand it will have been abolished and replaced 
by the Rule of Law rather as Hitler understood it. 

Areas may be cordoned off by the police on their 
own authority for up to 28 days to investigate 
"terrorism." This includes stop and search powers 
against cars, trucks and pedestrians. The possession 
of an article for "terrorist" purposes (an "article" in 
this law includes any substance or thing) can again 
get a 10 year sentence. She/he is facing contempt 
charges and up to 18 months imprisonment. All 
very fair, you may think, if someone intends to 


blow up the World Trade Center, but a bit draconian 
if you are a road protester or feel strongly about 
genetically-modified crops. So if Moley has a pair of 
garden clippers, he may be charged with possessing 
an article for "terrorist" use. 

Were I to give counsel, advice or guidance to Moley, 
I would be guilty of an offense. And if one of his friends 
asked me for such guidance and I failed to report that 
to the authorities, I would again be subject to arrest. 

The Terrorism Law opens the Pandora's Box of catch- 
all legislation. If any person "collects or makes a record of 
information of a kind likely to be useful to a person 
committing or preparing an act of terrorism" they com- 
mit an offense which can get up to 10 years in jail. The 
"person" doesn't have to be a "terrorist, " and the person's 
motives don't have to have anything to do with "tenor- 
ism." If a police officer thinks that such information 
would be useful to a "terrorist" if a "tenorist" got hold of 
it, the person who collected that 
information becomes a crimi- 
nal because of the police officer's 
thought! No exception is pro- 
posed for academic research, for 
hobbies (some people really do 
collect air timetables), for inves- 
tigative journalism, for fictional 
writing or for normal political 
engagement. It may include 
books, internet browser cache 
files, maps, newspaper articles 
or reports of events, even some 
forms of diary. 

It is not right that we should 
rely solely on an unenforce- 
able promise that police officers and politicians will 
exercise these new powers with discretion. There will 
need to be test cases in the courts to establish the range 
of application of this law, and it is probable that Earth 
First! and other sympathizers who may seek to protest 
at the trial crops of genetically-modified food will be 
on the front line this summer. This government, 
which is not noted for an open attitude to informa- 
tion, has published the precise locations of these trial 
crops for this year. We can expect them to be well- 
baited traps. 

These new crimes of guilt by association or suspi- 
cion and of trying to explain or understand some- 
body else's opinion mean that encouragement of 
direct action, such as this article, will place every- 
body concerned with major campaign groups — 
even journalists reporting them or Internet Service 
Provider's carrying them — at serious risk. This is 
clearly intentional. It is profoundly inconsistent 
with the dissent and criticism necessary for a healthy 
democracy. The sweeping authority to be given to 


the lone thought and word of any senior police 
officer is a quite extraordinary, very dangerous and 
very frightening precedent. 

America's Founding Fathers in 1787 strove to protect 
Americans from such abusive arbitrary power as they had 
suffered under British rule. They wrote your Constitution 
and Bill of Rights. In Britain we still have no Constitution 
or civil rights. Although we have elections and vote for 
Parliament, our government acts primarily by Royal 
Prerogative — the powers of the queen. If you check out 
the United Nations, you will discover that the United 
Kingdom is not classed as a democracy, like the constitu- 
tional monarchies of the Netherlands or Scandanavia, 
but is classed as a monarchy along with the feudal 
dictatorships of Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emir- 
ates. The Oaths of Loyalty of the armed forces, judiciary, 
parliamentarians, police, secret services and others are 
not to the state nor to the government but to the queen. 

Their loyalty is to the Crown not 
to Parliament. Allpowernotgiven 
to Parliament by statute belongs 
to the queen. It is undefined and 
unlimited. Powers openly recog- 
nized by Parliament merely de- 
fine what was previously done 
secretly. The ceremonial image 
of royalty conceals establishment 
powers which would be unthink- 
able and unacceptable to Ameri- 
cans. Safeguards for the individual 
are not spelled out as rights. 

It is difficult to accept that our 
country, represented to tourists 
as being "quaint," has such a 
vicious law coming to the statute books. But remember, 
it is only a few years since the last British Parliament 
passed laws that abolished the right to silence. If you 
remain silent when arrested by the police, that fact may 
now be used as evidence in court of a silent admission of 
something to hide and so as evidence of guilt. 

British green and environmental campaigners, act- 
ing alone, are likely to be buried by this new state 
machine as surely and as ruthlessly as anti-Nazi 
Germans were suppressed. We need the help of 
dedicated, media-oriented American campaigners to 
create a massive crisis in Anglo-American relations 
and join active UK campaigns to help destroy this 
monstrous law. It is legal for me to make this appeal 
now. By the Fourth of July, it will be against British 
Law for me to do so. 

For more information on the terrorism bill visit: 
www.parliament.the-stationery-office.co.uk/pa/ 
ldl99900/ldbills/049/2000049.htm; on the regula- 
tion bill; www.parliament.the-stationery-office.co.uk/ 
pa/cm 1 99900/cmbills/l 06/2000 1 06 .htm . 
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£nti-G€ Roundup from around the world 


Finland Anti-GE Campaign 
kicks off 

On April 8 there were actions in three 
different towns in Finland. In Helsinki 
a group of about 1 5 people, some dressed 
in white biohazard suits, went into the 
Stockmann department store. They ran 
to the food department and opened 
two banners saying "GM-food No 
Thanks" and "Against Gene-Capital- 
ism." Two people took shopping carts 
and hung signs on them saying , "May 
contain genetically-modified ingredi- 
ents," and then started collecting sus- 
picious products. 

In Tampere about 10 people, some 
dressed in white suits, went to a super- 
market and opened a banner with a 
picture of a strawberry-fish saying "It 
could be in your shopping bag. Say no 
to Genetic Manipulation! " They handed 
out leaflets until security came and 
told them to move. 

In Jyvaskyla five activists gave but 
leaflets on the streets. They all wore 
white suits and passed out almost one 
thousand leaflets. 

Victory in Neem 
biopiracy case 

The European Patent Office in Munich 
upheld objections from the Green 
Group in the European Parliament to a 
patent granted in 1994 to the 
transnational WR Grace company and 
the US Department of Agriculture for a 
claimed invention of the fungicidal 
properties of the Indian Neem tree. The 
Examining Division held that the tech- 
nique used was well known to local 
farmers, lacked any inventive step and 
that such indigenous knowledge could 
therefore not be patented. 

The case was broughtabout by Magda 
Aelvoet, at that time President of the 
Greens in the Parliament and now the 
Belgian Environment Minister, to- 
gether with the Indian Research Foun- 
dation led by Vandana Shiva and the 
International Federation of Organic 
Agriculture Movements. 

The Neem tree has been used for 
centuries by Indians for its medicinal, 
insecticidal and contraceptive proper- 
ties and is known locally as the "free 
tree." It is also venerated in the culture, 
religions and literature of the region. 


Green MEP Hiltrud Breyer (Germany) 
said, "This action was brought to illus- 
trate how the patent system is being 
abused by companies and even by gov- 
ernments from the north. Genetic re- 
sources, which are freely available in the 
south, are being expropriated without 
reward or recognition for their tradi- 
tional custodians. We have long warned 
of the iniquities of such licensed theft. 
This is biopiracy at its crudest." 

UK Farmer scraps plans for 
GE crops 

John Moore abandoned plans to 
grow GM oilseed rape (canola) after 
residents worried about "fall-out" 
from the site unleashed a protest cam- 
paign. Moojre, an arable farmer, 
sparked a rebellion from villagers in 
Upper Tysoe and Priors Hardwick, 
Warwickshire, England. His decision 
is a bitter b^ow to the government 
which had set up five three-year stud- 
ies into the effects of GM crops in the 
Midlands. Moore turned to Priors 
Hardwick oh April 21 after villagers 
at a volatile public meeting in Upper 
Tysoe objected to his plans to plant 
seed there. Warwickshire County 
Council has now decided to ban all 
GM crops frbm land owned by the 
authority. Villagers and Friends of 
the Earth campaigners celebrated his 
decision to ditch the trials. Five farms 
in Warwickshire and Gloucestershire 
were taking j>art in the Midland ex- 
periments. Experiments would take 
place at 50 locations across the coun- 
try as part of an evaluation of geneti- 
cally-enhancjed maize, beet and oil- 
seed rape. j 

Advanta sells GM seeds by 
"accident" 

Advanta Company announced on 
May 17 that some of the oilseed rape 
seeds "sold and sown" in the UK in the 
past two years were really genetically 
modified seeds.The announcement af- 
fects over 600 farms and 30,000 acres. In 
response, activists from the Genetic 
Engineering Network chained them- 
selves inside the Ministry of Agriculture 
building in Whitehall, London, on May 
23, demanding compensation to the 
farmers whose crops are now unsellable. 


Decontamination operation in 
a Belgian agronomic center 

On May 7, 200 people participated 
in Belgium's first ever public uproot- 
ing of experimental maize and canola 
plants at a Monsanto research farm in 
Franc-Waret. After an organic food 
picnic, the "Festival: of Resistance to 
GMOs," people gathered and entered 
the research field, pulling maize and 
canola to the music of the rock band 


Rene Biname. 
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Company developing giant 
genetically-altered lobster 

According to a recent report from 
the Times of London the Massachusetts 
company Cape Aquaculture Technolo- 
gies is experimenting with a process 
that could result in growing excep- 
tionally large lobsters, scallops, shrirnp 
and other shellfish. The company is 
using a process developed by 
MetaMorphix, which was founded by 
Johns Hopkins University. 
MetaMorphix has found a gene that 
regulates muscle growth, and when 
this gene is neutralized or removed the 
animals grow 12 percent faster, and 
the adults are up to 50 percent larger. 
The gene is widely distributed among 
a large range of species from mammals 
to shellfish. According to the Times 
this discovery has been used by Cape 
Aquaculture Technologies to grow ex- 
ceptionally large fish. CEO Robert 
Curtis, although refusing to identify 
the specific species they were working 
on, told the Times that in addition to 
lobsters, "shrimps, mussels and scal- 
lops are also a possibility." 

GrainRAGE Confronts 
MNBIO meeting 

Activists from GrainRAGE (Resis- 
tance Against Genetic Engineering) 
confronted scientists and industry 
representatives at the annual Minne- 
sota Biotechnology Industry 
Organization's (MNBIO) meeting in 
Minneapolis on April 1 1. Gathering 
outside the hotel where the meeting 
was taking place, biohazard suit-clad 
GrainRAGE'ers held signs and ban- 
ners and passed out information about 
the dangers of GE to the passing 
crowds. One of the speakers at the 


heavily-policed meeting was David 
Somers, a University of Minnesota 
biotech researcher who had his re- 
search on genetically-engineered oats 
sabotaged by the Earth Liberation 
Front in February. MNBIO's mission 
is to "bring awareness and help in the 
growth of the life sciences and bio- 
technology communities and indus- 
try in Minnesota." 

Return of the Boll Weevil 

Fields where gentically-modified 
cotton plants spring up as weeds in 
other crops could provide refuge for 
the cotton boll weevil, warn ento- 
mologists in South Carolina. That 
Could mean the return of this major 
pest to parts of the American cotton 
belt from which it has been eradi- 
cated. The state has spent over $1.3 
million eradicating the weevil, only 
finishing the job in 1995. Now grow- 
ers are afraid the pest could make a 
comeback if farmers ignore GM cot- 
ton "weeds" growing among their 
other crops. 

/ Researchers in South Carolina first 
noticed the problem last year in a 
dozen fields of GM soybeans where 
GM cotton had been grown the pre- 
vious year. Both the cotton and the 
soybeans are resistant to Roundup, 
the wide-ranging weedkiller made by 
Monsanto of St. Louis, Missouri. This 
means that when farmers apply 
Roundup to kill weeds in newly 
planted fields of GM soybeans it 
doesn't destroy stray GM cotton 
plants left over from the previous 
year. "I could look across soybean 
* fields and see hundreds of these cot- 
ton plants," says Mitchell Roof, an 
entomologist at Clemson University, 
South Carolina, who sits on a techni- 
cal panel looking for an answer to the 
problem. South Carolina got rid of 
the boll weevil by setting up a state- 
wide eradication program organized 
by the South Carolina Cotton Grow- 
ers' Foundation. 

For more information about genetic- 
enginerring check out the Bioengineer- 
ing Action Network at www.tao.ca/~ban 
for all the latest in frontline anti-genet- 
ics activism from North America and 
the world. 


Lessons Learned — Tales from DC 

continued from page 3 

To top things off, that evening, without any warning, police arrested over 
600 people (including reporters) who were marching against the prison 
industrial complex, by cutting off all their exits and loading 
them onto busses. 

The police taught us that we need to further decentralize 
everything. When most of the PVC pipe and other "instru- 
ments of protest" were in two vehicles, they were seized. 

When convergence activities were concentrated in one cen- 
tral space, it was raided. And these were just material re- 
sources. For everyone's protection we must decentralize all 
roles, not just authority roles. When we choose to utilize the 
corporate media, we need a wider variety of faces and 
critiques. Even though a media liaison is not a leader but one 
of many roles, recurring faces give the impression of leaders. 

Also, more people are needed to play diplomatic roles be- 
tween various groups involved in our struggles, people who 
commit to invest the necessary energy to do rumor control, 
clear up misunderstandings, keep all communication chan- 
nels open, and generally try to ensure that the autonomy 
and needs of each group and person is respected. We must all 
take at least some responsibility for this if divide and con- 
quer is to make its way out of our organizing efforts and into 
the history books. 

By November-29 of. last year, most people in the US hadn't even heard of the 
WTO. But on November 30 it appeared on most everyone's radar screen, and 
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by and large the public did not embrace this undemocratic institution. Insofar 
as public outreach through corporate media goes, DC was a success — both in 
terms of volume and character of coverage — long before A16 actually rolled 
around. Not surprisingly though, most media outlets failed to report accu- 
rately if at all on numbers. Forty to fifty thousand people participated on A 16, 
10,000 of which took part in the direct action.Almost a 
thousand of these were part of a black block. 

With Seattle and DC behind us, the upcoming political 
conventions, the IMF/Bank "fall" meetings in Prague and 
other future targets, a sort of "mass-action culture" is emerg- 
ing. The Seattle and DC protests were designed to be collec- 
tive expressions of our community-based resistance, utiliz- 
ing non-hierarchical structures that enable particular com- 
munities — whether defined by region or interests — to coor- 
dinate with one another, while maintaining their unique 
creative autonomy. Can we realize, though, that while these 
mass actions empower us and are valuable tools for general 
consciousness-raising, the most important work we have to 
accomplish lies between mass actions, organizing our respec- 
tive communities? And a time may come when the repres- 
sion we face for our effectiveness becomes so brutal and 
sophisticated that the losses from these mass actions could 
possibly outweigh the gains. Regardless, a reliance on this 
tactic, or any one particular tactic, weakens us. We need a 
collective brainstorm of where to go from here, how to base 
ourselves in our communities and equip them: with the 
skills needed to continue and build this struggle, even in the midst of 
rampant repression. 



Good old anti-Amerikan sentiments 
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Perimeter Security 

It seems that as actions against ge- 
netic engineering increase, so does the 
time, energy and money spent on secu- 
rity. The following communique was 
received by the Genetix Alert press of- 
fice. It should give the reader an idea of 
what lengths the government is going 
to in order to protect research sites. 

Albany, California, May 21, 2000. 

"Today... Reclaim the Seeds cut into 
two structures in order to uproot a 
variety of research crops. This was our 
second visit to the USD A's Agricultural 
Research Service (ARS) Western Re- 
gional Research Center... Our work 
inside a greenhouse and shade enclo- 
sure was unfortunately cut short (no 
pun intended) by a security guard... 
After our raid... in early January, men 
in suits from the FBI showed up to 
reconfigure the site's security. They 
added fencing and gates around the 
greenhouses inside the property's pe- 
rimeter, roving video cameras, motion 
detectors and floodlights. Later that 
month, the National Institute of Jus- 
tice and the University of California 
Police Departments at Berkeley and 
Davis held a symposium titled: 
"Ecoterroism — Safeguarding Re- 
search — Techniques & Tools for Pro- 
tecting Open Space Research Areas and 
Facilities — A Crime Prevention Train- 
ing Symposium. " Their slogan claimed 
that, "Domestic crime targeting bio- 
technology is the emerging anti-tech- 
nology crime of the new millennium . " 


Since we had nothing better to do that 
day, we went and gained a better un- 
derstanding of how the FBI and other 
outfits use technology to protect re- 
search areas. We decided to take some 
time and figure out how to circumvent 
the new setup, and after a great deal of 
planning found a way back into this 
monstrous labyrinth. We believe that 
with enough preparation, luck, and a 
few tools of the trade, the powers of 
darkness cannot keep us out of their 
greenhouses and labs... if a facility 
conducts GE crop research, yet won't 
disclose the locations to the public... 
view all its crops as legitimate targets. 
Our actions are motivated not by ha- 
tred, but rather a passionate love of life 
and respect for its incredible diver- 
sity... We will continue." 

How to deal with the added security? 
A good start is to read the security 
chapter of Ecodefense. It has lots of 
information on dealing with site secu- 
rity. Searchingthe internet should yield 
information on various security de- 
vices on the market. Some research 
sites even have pictures of their fields 
on their web pages. Security precau- 
tions like motion detector lights have 
"blind spots" that can be manipulated. 
A good recon of the target should show 
a way around those. Fences should be 
checked for electrical currents or sen- 
sors to detect a break. Of course, a good 
pair of boltcutters never ceases to make 
entries through fences. Floodlights can 
be avoided or taken out with a good air 
pistol. When scouting cameras, try to 


figure out if it's a live camera, or if its 
feeding a video. Each would be dealt 
with in a different way. Masks should 
always be worn in the event of cameras 
both visible and hidden. A police scan- 
ner programmed to local police chan- 
nels or private site security will always 
prove invaluable when dealing with 
on site security. Most of all, be patient. 
The ALF has infiltrated countless build- 
ings with higher security than an out- 
side target could ever have with almost 
100 percent success. Anything is pos- 
sible with enough planning, and night- 
time gardening is no exception. See 
y'all in the fields! 



From Ecodefense: Before climbing or cutting 
fences, check to see that they are not wired to an 
alarm system. Any heavy wire or conduit 
attached to the fence four to five feet above the 
ground could indicate an alarm. 


EARTH NIGHT NEWS EARTH NIGHT NEWS EARTH NIGHT NEWS 


Animal Liberation 

On May 7, the Animal Liberation Front 
(ALF) liberated 212 chickens from Farm 
FreSh Eggs in Burlington, Washington. 
This is the second egg farm targeted in 
Burlington. On September 19, 1998, 
Broadview Egg Farms had 12 chickens 
liberated and video footage, showing 
horrific conditions, was released by the 
ALF. This is the fourth liberation by the 
ALF in Washington this year. 


ifera, Inc. We snipped, snapped, and 
hacked up Vinifera's grape plant starts, 
fueled by a vision of a safer farming 
environment, free of the runaway sci- 
ence of GE. .. The patenting of life makes 
living beings into inventions, machines 
and objects... created solely for a 
corporation's profit... Any corporation 
or institution engaged in genetic engi- 
neering is a target... Make no mistake 
this is just the beginning of nighttime 
pruning possibilities..." 

• Hawaiian elves claimed responsi- 
bility for two actions against GE on 
the island of Kauai on May 9 and 10. 


On May 9, a group called the Menehune 
(which are the little people of Hawaii) 
visited the Novartis Research and Par- 
ent Seed Center near Kekahah and 
sabotaged corn research by removing 
bags covering corn ears, while scatter- 
ing pollen from other corn, which 
invalidated the research. On May 10, 
the Menehune visited the Kauai Agri- 
cultural Resource Center operated by 
the United States Department of Agri- 
culture and the University of Hawaii. 
There, they destroyed genetically en- 
gineered pineapples, papayas and flow- 


ers including anthuriums and 
dandrobrium orchids. 

•On the evenings of May 23 and May 
24, anti-biotechnology activists from 
the Future Farmers of America "har- 
vested" GE crops in greenhouses at the 
Seminis Vegetable Seeds Research Cen- 
ter in Woodland, California. Crops de- 
stroyed included tomatoes, broccoli, 
peas, onions and peppers. 

According to the communique: "All 
of the crops we harvested were either 
labeled transgenic, were... [crops] that 
the company is known to be research- 
ing or [crops they] are already selling 
commercially. We found it appropri- 
ate that the employee to contact 
regarding the transgenic greenhouse 
frankencrops was Steven King." The 
communique states that Seminis is 
"one of the most ambitious develop- 
ers of genetically mutilated crops, 
holding the most diverse selection of 
permits of any biotech corporation 
in the state of California." 

Ecodefense 

•The ELF visited a construction site 
in Bloomington, Indiana, on April 
30. Fourteen pieces of equipment were 
sabotaged by pouring sand in gas 
tanks* and cutting wires. A trailer full 
of wood chips was burnt, causing close 
to $500,000 worth of damage. The 
equipment was being used to prepare a 
stretch of Indiana Highway 46 to con- 
nect with Indiana Highway 37. In their 
communique, the ELF dedicated the 
action "to Craig Rosebraugh and other 
Earth Warriors that are being perse- 
cuted for their beliefs." 

Ed. Note: Sand works wonders in the 
oil tubes and crankcases as well! 


Genetix 

With the planting season here, the 
anti-genetix movement is heating up. 
• In a communique received in mid- 
May, the Earth Liberation Front 
(ELF) claimed responsibility for 
sabotaging Potlatch hybrid poplar 
tree research in eastern Oregon. 
From the communique: "In early 
March 2000 a Potlatch hybrid pop- 
lar tree plantation in eastern Or- 
egon was targeted for its role in 
genetic engineering trees for pulp 
wood. Around 300 saplings were 
killed and extensive damage was 
done to irrigation systems which 
pump toxic fertilizer into the 
ground... Until this madness stops 
we will continue to hit them where it 
hurts, in their pocketbooks..." 

•On April 7, a group in Petaluma, Cali- 
fornia, targeted research on grapes be- 
ing done by Vinifera, a branch of biotech 
corporation Agritope. From the 
communique: "With pruning shears 
in hand and a vengeance against GE 
[genetic engineering] and the patent- 
ing of living beings, concerned farmers 
called the 'Petaluma Pruners' conducted 
a nonviolent direct action against the 
grape biotechnology corporation Vin- 



British Nightime Gardener decontaminates a field 



by Ed Press 

Canadian environmental activ- 
ist Wiebo Ludwig was sentenced 
on April 27 to 28 months in 
prison along with his friend Ri- 
chard Boonstra who received 21 
days. They have been accused by 
the paramilitary enforcement 
agency of the government, the 
Royal Canadian Mounted Police 
(RCMP), of a whole string of at- 
tacks against the installations of 
the oil and gas industry in 
Alberta, Canada. 

Using a highly paid informant 
and sleazy entrapment proce- 
dures these employees of the en- , 
ergy sector pretending to be po- 
lice have managed to subvert j us- 
tice once again and obtain con- 
victions. In collusion with the 
industry, the RCMP went as far 
as blowing up a gas well site in an 
attempt to frame suspects. Dur- 
ing their investigations leading 
to the charges against Wiebo and 
Richard, the RCMP admitted at 
the trial that went on for more 
than two months that they had 
obtained funds from Alberta En- 
ergy Corporation, a private com- 
pany operating in the province 
of Alberta. These funds were then 
used by the RCMP to pay over- 
time wages, hire more constables, 
purchase equipment and pay 
their hired informant Robert 
Wraight, an admitted brain dam- 
aged individual with a memory 
: problem. Sterling Sanderman, 
the judge, thought’ that no un- 
usual relations were taking place 
between Alberta Energy Corpo- 
ration and the police. 

With billions of dollars in 
yearly revenues flowing in from 
the thousands of producing wells 
drilled in Alberta, the big energy 
companies have come to domi- 
nate the economic and political 
life in this part of Canada. In 
their mad rush to steal the wealth 
of this province, they have 
turned wide areas of this once- 
beautiful part of Canada into 
petro-chemical cesspools. 

It is only since the Ludwig and 
Boonstra families, who live near 
thetown of Beaverlodge, Alberta, 
began their protests a few years 
ago, that any attention has been 
brought to the problems of envi- 
ronmental damage caused by the 
disgusting practices of these mul- 
tinational energy bandits. 
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Check it out! Lots more interesting letters in the back here. 


Help! 

I'm a member of an organiza- 
tion called the Thornton Creek 
Alliance and a member of the 
Thornton Creek Legal Defense 
Fund, based here in North Seattle. 
We're very active stewards of 
Thornton Creek (one of Seattle's 
main, urban creeks) which is home 
to many fish (including salmon) 
and wildlife populations. Many 
thousands of trees, hours of labor 
and materials have gone into keep- 
ing it as wild as possible. (I could go 
into much more detail... but let's 
cut to the chase...) 

For the last year or more we've 
been doing battle against the US's 
largest, publicly traded mall de- 
veloper, Simon Property Group. 
These bastards insist on keeping 
a critical part of Thornton Creek 
forever sealed in a pipe under 
their property. They are actually 
going to daylight the creek dur- 
ing their massive mall expansion 
construction, then put it back 
underground in a pipe; screwing 
everyone and all species in the 
process. We've come close to ex- 
hausting every (?) means avail- 
able to us: Mayor (Paul "WTO" 
Schell), city council, developers 
themselves, courts, picketing... I 
even made a documentary. 

Why am I writing Earth First!? 
Well... I just think it's time for 
other tactics that will gamer na- 
tionwide attention. For one, I want 
an aggressive campaign to have 
Simon's Stock blackballed (or what- 
ever) by all those green-leaning 
mutual funds. I want the presi- 
dent/CEO and all the Simon direc- 
tors to know it's happening, to 
know they are- targeted, I want 
them to know their stock has been 
targeted... until they change their 
tune and daylight Thornton Creek! 
Maybe an Earth First! member can 
buy a little of their stock and then 
attend all their meetings (they're 
based in Minneapolis). Help me 
figure out how to pocketbook/ 
stock-pressure them’, please! 

Sincerely, 

— Kelly Dole, kelly@cvwinc.com 

Dear Earth Firstiers: 

I have been a desert lover for over 
30 years, taking all sorts of indi- 
viduals and groups on guided tours 
through the northern and eastern 
Mojave Deserts of California. I teach 
the saving of this precious environ- 
ment and adamantly condemn 
anyone or any company or corpo- 
ration that would destroy even the 
smallest of "my desert beauty." In 
my younger days I pulled up many 
a survey stake to be used later for a 
nice campfire in some isolated can- 
yon. I am writing in hopes that you 
are aware that the So. Cal. Metro- 
politan Water District is attempt- 
ing to "mine" the Eastern Mojave 
National Reserve's precious under- 
ground water. Just as they did so 
many years ago in Owens Valley, * 
they are filling the news and spread- 
ing the word through their own 
sub-companies and others that there 
is plenty of liquid buried in the 
fragile desert of that reserve. For 
years I fought, through letter writ- 
ing, speeches and lectures in hopes 
of saving that desolate but beautiful 
environment. Age is now creeping 
upon me. But, as a now profes- 
sional writer for a local newspaper 
and soon-to-be-published book, I 
maybe can help in other ways. Liv- 
ing in the Central Valley of Califor- 
nia near Fresno (four hours drive to 
my paradise), news sometimes is 
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slanted and sketchy. But there are a 
lot more environmentally con- 
scious people here than a few years 
ago. Please send me any info that 
you have on this problem. Also info 
on joining your organization. Ed 
Abbey would expect nothing 
less from me. Thanks... 

— Leon Emo 

Without all your hard work and 
dedication what is left of the trees 
would not be here; you are truly 
heroes. Thank you so much from 
the core of my being. I wish I could 
send you some money, but I am 
barely making it on my disability 
payments. But 1 am with you in 
spirit. I used to live in Oregon and I 
watched the log trucks and redneck 
loggers destroy the forest as 1 did 
guerrilla farming in the elearcuts. 
But as time passed, all the pent up 
rage led me to road rage and then 
prison. Now I am trying to go to 
school and rebuild my life. I feel 
that when I was in prison they tried 
to break my spirit, but they were 
wrong. They only made it stronger, 
and when I go to your web site I 
thank Dave and you all for your 
perseverance and strength. Once I 
get back on my feet I will be more 
active. Right now I am doing what 
I can with a few web sites dedicated 
to this cause of environmental de- 
fense and awareness. I am limited 
in my abilities, but if you need any 
thing from me please email me or 
go to my yahoo club at 
www.yahoo.com/clubs/ 
lifeoutofbalance? And again thank 
you very much and all my love and 
light to you all. 

Peace and love, 

— Pascal Wilson 
Ed. Note: Dave who? 

Dear Earth First! Journal, ' 

In February 2000, the Italian en- 
vironmentalist Silvano Pellissero 
was sentenced to six years and eight 
months imprisonment for his al- 
leged involvement in the sabotag- 
ing of a high-speed rail line 
construction site in the northern 
Italian Alps. The sabotage, at the 
time, was claimed by the Italian 
eco-activist group the Grey Wolves. 
Two other people, Soledad Maria 
Rosas and Edoardo Massari, died in 
custody whilst awaiting trial. 

Earth Liberation Prisoners Sup- 
port Network has been made aware 
of Silvano's imprisonment. How- 
ever, as yet, we do not know where 
he is imprisoned. 

If any Earth First! Journal reader 
knows where Silvano is imprisoned, 
please get in contact with ELP as 
soon as possible, so we can offer 
Silvano the support he deserves. 
Thank you. 

For Animal/Earth Liberation, 

— Noel Molland 
Earth Liberation Prisoners 
Newsletter c/o BM Box 2407 
London, WC1N 3XX, England 

Greetings: 

While I am not prone to traveling 
far afield (thus most of you are 
unlikely to meet me), I am in sym- 
pathy with both the purpose and 
emotional commitment of Earth 
First!. Some of us who have worked 
quietly for a long time to try to 
protect Gaia and educate other hu- 
man creatures can still be of some 
use, I believe. That is, were we even 
informed of activities of local chap- 
ters. In our area (N. Connecticut 
Valley and N. Berkshires, Mass.), we 
hear nothing until we see it in the 


news. Chance-met Earth First!ersin 
the area have been told that the 
only local members are the fearless 
leader(?) and three or four others (I 
haven't been included in this magic 
tiny list of the elect). 

Is this some effort to exclude "sup- 
port-level members?" A sort of "ho- 
lier-than-thou" New Aristocracy of 
environmentalism? Backinthe'60s 
I got this attitude from the snooty 
hard-line Socialists (talk about aris- 
tocracy!). It's their paradigm, their 
business. Whatever. 

Does this happen to other people 
out there or is it just a local thing? 
You know, we may not be young 
but we can still work and we still 
care. I was out of politics for a long 
time because of the snooty behav- 
ior of the politico set. It's really 
stupid to throw away the labor and 
support of people like me even if 
you do look down on me. 

Still around for Earth. Pissed at 
exclusivity. 

— Penny J. Novack 

Hey dudes... 

I have been working for the 
timber industry now for about 20 
years... you know what I going to 
do for Earth Day... kill some trees... 
and did you guys know that your 
losing public support... Ahhh the 
sound of a tree hitting the 
ground... I love it! 

— KEIFERSl@EMAIL.MSN.COM 

I mean come on now I've lived in 
humboldt county all my life and 
you all live in wooden houses and 
complain about tree cutting; you 
don't like oil wells being drilled, but 
every rally I see your stinking old 
cars and old Volkswagen buses that 
smoke like hell. I mean really now, 
I'm tired of your hand rolled ciga- 
rettes. I don't smoke; sowhydoyou 
it bad air pollution dummmmmmy . 
oh 1 don't remember growing up 
with any of you. 1 do think there's 
a problem .but let us take care of it 
we know what needs to be done, do 
you? people in glass houses 
shouldn't throw rocks. Bye for now. 
[Sic 3 ] 

—John Giffin 
moutlaw@inreach.com 

Dear SFB, 

For a number of years a small 
group of community activists here 
in Dana Point, California, have 
been doing their best to preserve 
the last piece of open coastal acre- 
age as a nature park. The developer 
has been able to "influence" the 
city councils over a period of years, 
even to the point of having the city 
use taxpayer money, to fight a com- 
munity-approved referendum all 
the way to the State Supreme Court 
(where they lost after wasting a 
great deal of our tax dollars.) I'm 
writing to you because the situa- 
tion here is breaking my heart. My 
wife and I are amateur birders and 
nature lovers. Over the nine years 
we have lived next to this property 
we have seen thousands of wild 
birds, some who live here and many 
who stop here on their migration. 
Now, as we were seeing so many 
birds engaged in nest building, the 
property owners have torn up a 
huge area with a rototiller under 
the guise of weed abatement. I 
keep on thinking about all those 
poor creatures that were either 
killed or had their habitat destroyed 
at this critical time in the cycle of 
their reproduction. I have spoken 
in front of the city council and 
written letters and opinion pieces 


that appeared in our local paper to 
push the city to seek funding to 
buy this fabulous property. It is my 
greatest desire to see this place saved 
as a place where children can go 
someday to see how beautiful na- 
ture can be. 

There won't be much left after 
the developers get through. I must 
mention that the property I'm con- 
cerned about here is known as the 
"Dana Point Headlands." It has an 
historical as well as environmental 
significance, because it was de- 
scribed as being the most romantic 
place on the California coast from 
San Diego to San Francisco by Ri- 
chard H. Dana in his well known 
mid-1800s book, "Two Years Be- 
fore The Mast." I am more frus- 
trated than ever, because when 
this latest destruction by the devel- 
oper took place I found that almost 
no one who had been involved in 
the actions to save the Headlands 
was available anymore. I'm feeling 
very much alone and looking for 
any possible help to save this natu- 
ral wonder for both humans and 
the creatures that are entitled to it. 

— Gene Leff, imgleff@yahoo.com 

Dear Earth First! 

I am writing to you for help with 
a problem we are having with our 
planet. It seems that we would 
rather just be in outer space. On 
June 26, Vandenberg AFB in 
Lompoc, California (where the 
prison that held Peltier and Clifford 
Dann is located) will test its third 
test missile. Based on the data and 
"experience" of this test, Clinton 
will decide around October if Star 
Wars should be deployed. This pro- 
gram is not about pretty little mis- 
siles being launched in the sky, it is 
about death and dominance of US 
special interests. We are conduct- 
ing a vigil in front of Vandenberg 
AFB on June 24 and again on June 
26 to protest this test. We will also 
rally on August 5 with Bruce 
Gagnon of Global Network in End 
Nuclear Weapons and Nuclear 
Power in Space and again on Octo- 
ber 7. Based on Clinton's decision, 
1 00 interceptor missiles will be built 
in Alaska and 1 50 in North Dakota. 

I understand nuclear weapons will 
be involved in these operations. 
The Air Force has their own publi- 
cation called 2020 Vision on Space. 
Thanks so much and please join us 
in front of Vandenberg Air Force 
Base in Lompoc on these dates. 

— Sheila Baker 

People first, earth a very big 
second or third, you assholes. 

— Sigh James 
sighjames@breathemail.net 

Dear SFB, 

I'm writing as a long-time Earth 
Firstler to support moving the Jour- 
nal to Tucson. I have let my sub- 
scription lapse because the quality 
and content of the Journal has 
stagnated, and it no longer seems 
useful as an effective organizing 
tool. I think the Journal cannot 
hope to be a movement forum, an 
outreach tool, a congratulatory 
cheerleading tabloid for our ex- 
ploits, and Live Wild or Die all at 
the same time. Fresh blood is sorely 
needed, and Tucson seems to have 
a group of energetic, semi-sane, 
vibrant activists ready and willing 
to give the old vision a new twist. 
Let's send it south! Change is good. 
End of sermon. 

— Jeff Miller 
People's Republic of Berkeley 


Dear editor, 

My friend Chellis Glendinning 
recently showed me the letters 
Chad Hanson and Bryan Bird 
wrote in response to her interview 
in your journal. She did this be- 
cause I have been directly involved 
in the La Manga and Agua Caballos 
timber sales, which figure impor- 
tantly in both letter, while she has 
not. I am writing to explain to 
readers who are unfamiliar with 
the social, environmental, and 
political conditions of northern 
New Mexico why I and many oth- 
ers who have long histories of 
environmental and social activ- 
ism support these sales. 

First, both Bryan and Chad fail 
to mention that both sales are 
within the Vallecitos Sustained 
Yield Unit, an approximately 
75,000-acre area whose resources 
were set aside by an act of Con- 
gress to benefit the members of 
the isolated and impoverished 
communities surrounding the 
unit. The residents of these com- 
munities are descendants of the 
original Spanish settlers and rank 
among the poorest people in the 
poorest state in the country. Sec- 
ond, readers should know that 
historically the Forest Service made 
sales so large within the unit that 
only a multinational corporation, 
Duke City Lumber, had the capac- 
ity to buy them. (Between 1971 
and 1986 Duke City harvested 
62.42 million board feet for the 
Unit.) While previous sales pro- 
vided some seasonal employment 
for local people, most of the profit 
accrued outside the communities 
they were meant to benefit. 

Furthermore, it was community 
members such as Antonio "Ike" 
Vargas and Manuel Gurule who 
demanded that the Forest Service 
bring harvest levels down to sus- 
tainable levels and make sales 
small enough for local contrac- 
tors to afford ten. It is because of 
their efforts, not the groups Bryan 
and Chad represent, that this area 
has remained so environmentally 
intact. Moreover, while some old- 
growth trees were selectively cut 
based on ecosystem management 
priorities during the La Manga 
sale, Byrd's claim that "dozens of 
500-year-old ponderosas have 
been chopped down," is simply 
untrue. 

Third, while the 109 million 
board feet (still not even close to 
being "one of the biggest timber 
sales ever offered on New Mexico's 
national forest," as Hanson as- 
serts), La Compania Ocho, a local 
logging company which was 
awarded 80 percent of the sale, 
has enlisted Forest Trust, The Rio 
Pueblo/Rio Embudu Watershed 
Protection Coalition, and mem- 
bers of the Santa Fe Group of the 
Sierra Club and the Audubon So- 
ciety to review the cutting pre- 
scription and work with the Forest 
Service to devise a new preferred 
alternative which will lower the 
volume, decrease the number of 
reads and ensure that the pre- 
scription protects old-growth ar- 
eas and wildlife habitat. In point 
of fact, the conservation commit- 
tee of the Santa Fe Group of the 
Sierra Club, after reviewing the 
ecosystem management plan con- 
tained in the 10 mbf proposal, 
endorsed the prescription until 
Bryan Bird brought pressure from 
the "zero cut" factions of the state 
and national organization to sup- 
press their comments. Readers 



should also be aware that La 
Compania's milling capacity is 
about 500,000 board feet per year 
so this sale will be harvested gradu- 
ally, over five to ten years, and will 
not significantly impact the 7.3 
million board feet per year growth 
rate within the area. 

— Mark Schiller 
Rio Pueblo/Rio Embudo Watershed 
Protection Coalition 

Dear Shit for Brains, 

Why is that whenever I read a 
movement publication from Eu- 
rope, especially the UK (Do or Die!, 
EF! Action Update, etc.) I get lots of 
inspiring and useful info about 
actions and tactics, yet whenever 
I open up the Journal I'm greeted 
with the same old banal "out- 
reach," without really learning 
much from the experience of other 
activists? 

Take for example, the recent 
coverage of the Headwaters spring 
action camp (Beltane 2000). Okay, 
first off, the writer wastes the first 
one and a half columns explain- 
ing to us all the legal mumbo 
jumbo about the Timber Harvest 
Plan, and about how politicians 
are corporate lackeys and Charlie 
Hurwitz is a mean bastard. In other 
words, all the things that the over- 
whelming majority of EF! Journal 
readers already fucking know and 
will never forget, seeing as how 
that type of Eco-Action 101 bland 
outreach-y trash gets reiterated 
time and again, swallowing up 
whole pages! 1 know that the 
system's fucked, I'm an activist 
already! Boring, yes, but nothing 
a pair of scissors or a delete key 
wouldn't fix. 

Four inches into column two 
we finally get an action report and 
what do we learn? That people 
locked down to stuff, people were 
arrested, there were rallies. But 
here's what I'm not getting: any 
analysis at all of the tactics used. 
How were actions organized? 
What was effective and what 
wasn't. How effective? What were 
interactions with the cops like? 
Were any clever schemes or ideas 
hatched that might be useful else- 
where? What shouldn't be done 
else where ’cause it doesn't work? 

I know from seeing video foot- 
age of a Cargill corporate campus 
blockade covered in the same is- 
sue that it was what I would call 
remarkable simple and effective 
(bravo!): drive up, park in the 
middle of the road, slash the tires, 
lockdown, spray paint anarchy 
symbols and slogans on the side 
of the car, sit back and watch the 
traffic jam. So easy, it could be 
duplicated (hint, hint). But you'd 
never know from the Journal ar- 
ticle, which is more interested in 
telling us really important stuff 
like what people chanted than, 
say, how the lockdowns were de- 
ployed or why the cops had such 
a hard time cutting through them. 

If we want to build an effective 
movement, we're going to have to 
start with actual analysis and dis- 
cussion of our tactics and strategy. 
Duh. 

Less selling the issues, more 
"Dear Ned Ludds" and riot on! 

— Eugene Brat 

Ed. Note: 

Listen, you little brat. Pull the 
damn pacifier out of your mouth, get 
out of your crib and start writing an 
analysis. It is one thing to talk about 
it; it is another thing to do it. 

As editors of the Journal, we work 
with lots of different campaigns. In 
those campaigns we have lots of 
great activists, not necessarily great 
writers. We can advise but can't 



control what is submitted. If there is 
a week's worth of actions in Head- 
waters, we're gonna cover them, even 
if it isn't analytical. 

— JL 

To the editor, 

The recent slaughter of 10 coy- 
otes at Monomoy Wildlife Refuge 
in Chatham, Massachusetts, is yet 
another horrible example of Homo 
sapiens' cruel dominance over our 
wildlife. 

Out West, the coyote, because 
of its cunning predatory instincts, 
has been burned, poisoned, 
trapped and shot primarily by US 
government employees working 
for the Animal Damage Control 
Agency (Wildlife Services). The 
killings are to appease the cattle 
ranchers who themselves kill not 
only the coyotes but also the 
American bison. 

Why did the US Fish and Wild- 
life Service order the hit on the 
coyotes at Monomoy Island? 
Could it be that Monomoy Island 
is nothing more than a nursery for 
piping plovers. A healthy count of 
plovers will keep them off the 
endangered species list, and that 
would insure more open beaches 
for ORV use. With the plovers off 
the endangered species, list it's 
okay for a number of them to be 
killed or run over by ORVs. 

The coyote is being exterminated 
by special interest groups who have 
convinced politicians that their 
standards of entertainment are 
more important than the life of the 
coyote and other wildlife. It's not 
okay for ORVs to kill the plover in 
an unnatural way. 

— Peter Souza 

Journal folks, 

It was good to read both sides of 
the Luna/Julia Butterfly issue in 
the Journal. I'd heard various pieces 
of the story, and I appreciate see- 
ing Julia's side — although I think 
she is mistaken in her course of 
action. I suppose I'd do things 
that puzzle my associates ff I stayed 
up in a tree for two years, too. I 
would like to see updates on the 
progress of her foundation and 
the documentary film in the Jour- 
nal as it becomes available. Any 
news on rumors that The 
Monkeywrench Gang is soon to be a 
movie and/or that Woody 
Harrelson will feature in it? I guess 
that's better than George 
Clooney... or Adam Sandler. 

Thanks for all the effort y'all put 
into the Journal. Do not worry. I'm 
not all screwed up because of the 
homebrew we're goin to lay on you 
at the RRR... It's cumulative toxicity 
of my environment for a couple 
decades... yes, yes. See ya in July. 

— Ed Stein 
KEF! Mountain Faction 

SFB: 

Forty-five thousand people dead 
to starvation, 120 species lost to 
extinction, 10 million tons of toxic 
waste dumped, and 200,000 acres 
of rainforest cut or burned. Sounds 
like a bad year, huh? That’s what 
happens every day (Tikkun, Vol. 
14, No. 6, p. 21). And such de- 
struction will definitely keep on 
happening until nothing is left. 

We are fools walking backward 
into the future — and we can't even 
talk about it — about how pitiful 
our efforts are. If Gandhi were 
alive he would smash our (EF!) 
computers (he hated typewriters), 
he would tell the masses to burn 
all their clothes, and then he would 
help us clean our rifles. 

Gandhi would state our pro- 
gram clearly: 

1) Destroy all airplanes, cars, 


powerlines, TVs and anything 
based on complex technology. 

2) Socialize (locally) all for- 
ests, water, and land for sustain- 
able production of basic needs 
(food, water, simple housing). 

3) Share with neighboring vil- 
lages and help those who are 
suffering in the transition. 

But few would listen because 
we aren't activist trying to change 
the would. We are wounded vic- 
tims of a global culture of greed 
and insanity. Most people get 
into activism as a form of 
therapy. We think we can't re- 
ally accomplish anything mean- 
ingful and so we seek solace for 
our despair and hopelessness in 
pretend or symbolic protest. 

Enough! 

— Almond 

Dear sir, 

My response to your current 
query found in the latest issue 
regarding the possible relocation 
of EF! publication and personnel 
would be to stay put. 

The energy that EF! has ex- 
pended to establish itself as a 
force in the far western states is 
solid in both public mind and 
pro and con economic forces for 
(all) states west of front range of 
Rockies! 

Finally, there is the ever 
present factor of expendable 
monies (i.e. received your fifth 
fundraiser letter this past week). 

— Rob Broda 

To whom it may concern, 

I have recently read an article 
titled "The Redwoods Show" by 
John Skow. I know that the ar- 
ticle is over a year old, but I 
thought that the issue was still 
worth writing about. 

First off I would just like to say 
I am very sorry for the loss of one 
of our activists. It sounded like 
David Chain was great man who 
died for a great cause. 

I am writing you today to tell 
you that I admire what you are 
doing. It is people like you that 
keep our country great. All of 
you activists have the courage to 
stand up for what they believe in 
and that is an honorable thing. I 
also think that it is very smart of 
you to not only focus you efforts 
on blocking and protesting the 
logging, but also going to the 
government and trying to get 
the laws changed. 

I hope that things work out for 
you. I am also hoping that if you 
win, it will help to motivate oth- 
ers to do the same. You all have 
my full support. Thank you for 
trying to make a difference. 

— Casey Lovett, 
Sedro-Woolley High School 


EF!J, 

Hey. Brigid edition was great, 
especially enjoyed all of the GE 
coverage. You all are one hard- 
working gang! 

So from the frontlines of Big 
Mountain life is unusually lonely. 
I've been all alone for a spell up 
here at this little shepherd's hogan 
on the HPL. The family I work 
with has not and never will sign 
the Accommodations Agreement 
lease. All the supporters who came 
for the deadline for February 1 are 
now gone. I haven't even seen a 
paved road for about four new 
moons now, just because I won't 
leave the family with no one. Sup- 
posedly by the end of March or 
early April all outside (non-Dine) 
people will be "escorted" off the 
rez, the beginning of forced relo- 
cation. this was said by the BIA to 
local chapter houses (a kind of 
community center for each town- 
ship or 40 mile area). We'll see 
what happens. 

Lots of recon and surveillance 
on the BIA and Hopi Nation's part, 
low planes, automobile visits, etc. 
A little more than the usual. 

Solidarity forever, 

— Sean 

Warning: to the islanders of 
Vieques: 

Greetings from Martha's Vine- 
yard, an island off the coast of 
Massachusetts, USA. Off our south- 
west shore is No Man's Land, until 
recently also a bombing range. 
Once the military knew they 
would be giving it up, many here 
believed the bombing range was 
used to dump and burn toxic 
chemicals from the "cleanup" of 
nearby Otis Airforce Base. Can you 
tell a canister of poison from a 
"dummy bomb?" This allegation 
is unproven; no one is allowed to 
go there. If the military have done 
any testing, results are not avail- 
able. We did see the island burn 
again and again. It's a fact that 
Aquinnah, the closest town to 
Noman's Land, has the highest 
cancer rate in the state, and 
Chilmark, the next town over, has 
the next highest. Aquinnah is a 
mostly Wampanoag Indian town, 
and Chilmark mostly wealthy 
whites. We all breathe the same 
breeze and eat seafood and we are 
all dying too much. Every island is 
beautiful and all oceans are con- 
nected. Courageous protectors of 
Vieques, watch your heads! 

— a Vineyarder 

Dear SFB, 

G'day from racist Australia. I 
have read the last three issue of 
EF!J and been very impressed. I 
am glad to see the paper become 
more radical by increasingly em- 


bracing anti-racist-ecological-jus- 
tice, feminist and social justice 
struggles. Without dissolving 
power in all its forms there is no 
hope in saving the Earth. 

Days of action like June 1 8 and 
Seattle have inspired millions. 
However, I am concerned about 
the efforts of liberal, right-wingers 
and the authoritarian left to claim 
these actions as there own and 
build on our backs. 

Here in Australia this has been 
seen as fascists sending congratu- 
lations to anarchist groups in- 
volved in J 1 8 and attending a rally 
on November 30. Such develop- 
ments are terrifying. 

The authoritarian-left (red-fas- 
cists) have seized on N30's suc- 
cesses in Australia and the UK and 
are using it as a recruiting tool for 
their dogmatic, uninspiring and 
authoritarian politics. As with the 
actions of the revolutionary Span- 
ish anarchists of '36 and the French 
radicals of '68, true radicalism will 
be co-opted if we are not vigilant. 

After being involved in the 
largely anarchist inspired June 18 
actions in London it is depressing 
to see the authoritarian-left crush 
the genuine revolutionary poten- 
tial of an anti-authoritarian, 
autonomous, grassroots, direct 
action network. 

Eco-anarchist, rank and file 
worker, peasant, indigenous 
peoples networks of resistance are 
essential if we are to overthrow 
industrial capitalism and live in 
harmony with the Earth. 

EF!J is doing a great job working 
toward such a goal by publicizing 
ecological-justice and worker- 
green alliances and encouraging 
such strategies. I stress carefully 
stepping into such alliances and 
to avoid the authoritarian left at 
all costs, maintaining the focus 
on direct action and grassroots 
"self-managed" struggle. 

Some worker-green alliances 
work here and in the pages of your 
journal are being built around de- 
mands/slogans like "saving forest, 
saving jobs," "No jobs on a dead 
planet." Although agreeing with 
such alliances I think these de- 
mands are reformist.Jobs (i.e. wage 
slavery) and ecological survival are 
not compatible. Instead we should 
be aiming for individual worker 
and community self management 
with the intention of destroying 
the entire expoitive system which 
oppresses us and destroys all life. 
"Abolish the wage system, earth 
liberation, animal liberation..." I 
encourage all EF! activists to net- 
work with anarchist groups around 
the US and the world. 

— Dr. Woo 

P.S. Property destruction is not 
violence. 
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Rorfh American Anarchist Conference 

August 11-17 Los Angeles, California 

The primary focus of the NAAC will be the intellectual, philosophical, 
theoretical, technical and spiritual advancement of anarchism as a 
political theory/ideology/practice, and the analysis and evaluation of the 
current state of anarchism. The conference will include: workshops, 
discussions, movies, plays, lectures and direct actions. There will be no 
bands at the event. For more information contact the August Collective, 
POB 6188 Fullerton, CA 92834; augustcollective_la@disinfo.net; 
www.geocities.com/naacweb. 


Genetix Alert Press Office Is Open 

The Genetix Alert Press Office has several basic functions, all of which are 
designed to explain why people destroy genetically engineered crops and 
undertake other nonviolent actions aimed at resisting genetic engineering 
and increasing the difficulty for entities which seek to advance genetic 
engineering or its products. Such actions can include, but are not limited to, 
crop destruction and other property damage. Any anonymous information 
received by the Press Office which details anti GE direct-actions will be 
communicated to the media. The Press Office will be available as part of the 
network of contacts for the media, able to confirm actions that fall within 
these guidelines and explain the broader context of problems created by 
genetic engineering that necessitates such actions. When any anti-ge action 
happens in your area, please tape news coverage, gather newspaper articles, 
record radio shows, etc. and send them to the Press Office. You will be 
reimbursed for expenses such as postage, tapes, etc. The Press Officer, as a 
public face for the direct action anti-ge movement, is available for interviews, 
phone-ins, news reports, etc. Any reporters or interested parties may contact 
the Genetix Alert Press Office at: Denny Henke 787 Ellsworth Memphis, TN 
38111; (901)438-9907 (901)458-9907 (fax); genetixalert@tao.ca 

The Genetix Alert Press Office has no knowledge of any person(s) carrying 
out any courageous anti-GE actions. . 


Second Annual Medicine Lake- Ac4i\/i£h Ofatherln^. 

Avgyst ^ ( 7 In Northeast California 

Plans for a geothermal power plant near Medicine Lake 
have been approved by the Forest Service and the Bureau 
of Land Management. Come explore this beautiful area and 
find out howto protect the lake, Mt. Hoffman Roadless Area, 
wolverine habitat and Native spiritual sites. For more 
information contact Klamath Forest Alliance at (503) 
467-5405. 


Global Day of Anii-Capitalist Aatian 
September 2<S 

Festival of Art and Resistance 
Prague, Czech Republic - September 20-27 

Some 20,000 representatives of global capital (world bankers, econo- 
mists and financiers) are expected to come to Prague from September 
25-27 to attend the 55th annual summit of the International Mon- 
etary Fund and the World Bank Group. This prestigious meeting of 
the world economic elite, the first of its kind in the Central and 
Eastern Europe, will definitely be of a great importance. The delegates 
will meet to propose a scheme of further liberalization of the world 
economy by defining new loan priorities and structural adjustment 
conditions. The Initiative Against Economic Globalization (INPEG) is 
a loose coalition of various Czech environmental, human rights and 
autonomist/anarchist groups, organizations and individuals who are 
ready to stand up critically against the summit of the world financial 
oligarchy. INPEG has been meeting regularly in Prague since last 
summer. It has planned a series of campaigns that will culminate in 
10 days of activities starting on September 20. Nonviolent demon- 
strations, info campaigns, and the Festival of Art and Resistance, 
including a counter-summit, will be the main resistance activities in 
the mentioned period. We will be demonstrating our solidarity with 
the global resistance movement. Actions are encouraged everywhere. 
We can offer accommodation for almost no money in Prague. If you 
want more information on the counter-summit or other actions in 
Prague, accommodation facilities or on INPEG and the Czech resis- 
tance movement, contact us Prague2000_cz@hotmail.com; 
www.imf2000.webjump.com 


NAEIFPO is in need of donations 

The North American Earth Liberation Front Press Office is a legal, 
above-ground news service dedicated to exposing the political and social 
motives behind the covert direct actions of the underground Earth Libera- 
tion Front. The North American Earth Liberation Front Press Office 
receives anonymous communiques from the underground Earth Libera- 
tion Front and distributes the message to the media and public nation- 
wide. We provide a public face ideologically in support of the Earth 
Liberation Front and similar acts of economic sabotage against those who 
profit from the destruction of the natural environment. We are contacted 
by the media and the public nation-wide to provide information behind 
the political and social motives of Earth Liberation Front actions and the 
tactical necessity of covert direct action. Because of this type of work, 
individuals who are looking to learn more about these issues have a place 
to turn, and the public who may be ignorant to the actions and motives 
of the Earth Liberation Front are exposed to more frequent and in-depth 
media coverage. The Press Office could not exist without the monetary 
support of those who understand the necessity of a public face to argue the 
tactical importance of clandestine direct action against those who profit 
from the destruction of the natural environment. Donations are needed to 
pay bills, printing and shipping costs of information we distribute relating 
to the Earth Liberation Front, and to help pay legal fees of those who are 
being charged crimes relating to Earth Liberation Front actions. North 
American Earth Liberation Front Press Office POB 4783 Portland, OR 
97208 ; (503) 478-0902; 478-0903 (fax); elfpress@tao.ca. 


WIL'D 



Argh/l A new crew has 
taker/ the/ Kelmfrofye/ole/ 
LWOV. We/need/yAbmiteiony 
for #8. M)e/hase/ fhirty and/ 
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Support Our Work to Defend 
the Buffalo With the Purchase of 
a New Tee Shirt 

$15.00 with Mention 
of the EF! Journal 
Proceeds go to our 
Front-Lines Efforts 
to Protect America’s 
Last Wild Buffalo 

‘Peroxide Bleached 
‘Organic Cotton 
*2 Styles: Woodcut 
and Buffalo Head 
*4 Sizes: S,M,L,X 

Specify Style and Size when Or- 
dering Designs Posted at Website 
Below 

Buffalo Field Campaign, POB 
957, West Yellowstone, MT 59758; 
(406) 646-O07O; (406) 646-0071 
(fax); buffalo@wildrockies.org; 
www.wildrockies.org/buffalo/ 
teez.html. 



The Caretaker Gazette is for 
those who would like to live rent- 
free and caretake properties 
worldwide. Published since 1983, 
subscribers receive 600+ property 
caretaking opportunities each year. 
Subscriptions are only $27/year. The 
Caretaker Gazette, Box 5887-EF, 
Carefree, AZS5377.(602) 488-1970. 
www.angelfire.com/wa/caretaker 
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Democracy Action Camp July 13-19 Los Angeles, CA 

Real democracy or corporate power? Human voices or lobbyist dollars? Planet, people, peace or profits, profits, profits? To definitively answer 
these questions once and for all, tens of thousands of citizens will flood the streets of Philadelphia and Los Angeles when the Republican and 
Democratic National Conventions take place in August. People from all walks of life will demand radical changes in our "Republicrat" one-party 
system which prioritizes money over life. From the racism and injustice of the thriving prison-industrial complex to the widespread decimation 
of fragile and important ecosystems to the sell-out of universal health care, the common denominator is the hostile corporate takeover of our 
democracy. Dozens of committed environmentalists, human rights advocates, social justice organizers and globalization activists will gather 
with experienced trainers and facilitators in the hills above LA. Activists will share skills ip the strategies and tactics of nonviolent confrontation 
in preparation for the collective Ruckus we will raise at both conventions this summer. 

^ How to apply: Individuals interested in attending Democracy Action Camp can apply online at our website www.ruckus.org. 


Earth First! Western Regional Rendevous 
Genetic Engineering Action Camp Aug 4 — 6 


JOIN SANTA CRUZ EF! FOR A 
THREE DAY ACTION CAMP 
FOCUSED ON CENETIC 
ENGINEERING WE WILL 
HAVE A ROWDY TIME 
LEARNING HOWTO BE MORE 
EFFECTIVE, SHARING SKILLS, 
DISCUSSING TACTICS AND 
CULMINATING IN THE 
LARGEST CROP ACTION TH E 
WEST COAST HAS EVER SEEN. 
FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CONTACT, SANTA CRUZ EF!, 
POB 344, SANTA CRUZ, CA 
95601; (831) 425-3205; 
CRUZEF@CRUZIO.COM. 



'FOOD FOR LIFE IN THE NEW MILLENIUM^ 

..■ ■ ■ ■ 

JULY 28-30 8 * AUGUST 4-6 

• ... 




At The Sequatchie Valley Institute near Dunlap, Tennessee 
(northwest of Chattanooga) A few hours west of the EF! Rendezvous. 
JULY 28-30 Emphasis on the Practical— emphasis on skills building 
around permaculture, organic gardening, food preservation, saving seed, 
.’bMjmnte diet choices, medicines, nutrition, and solar 

oven construction. One afternoon will also include a panel on food 
politics, genetic engineering, and industrial agriculture. 

AUGUST 4-6 Emphasis on the Political — focus on theoretical and 
political explorations of the implications of industrial agriculture. We will 
discuss strategies for mobilizing against agribusiness and ag biotech, and 
promoting sustainable community-based food systems in the face of global 
monopolies. Discussions and workshops will focus on farm labor, factory 
farms, organic standards and biotechnology. Workshops on practical skills 
will be interspersed to keep our visions tangible. There will be a $25-$ 50 
per day sliding-scale fee requested. Fundraising efforts are underway to 
allow us to offer partial scholarships. Please contact us if you can donate. 

For more info, or to get on the FFL mailing list, contact SVI call 
(423) 949-5922 mediarights@bledsoe.net 
To network around guerrilla gardening, ecological horticulture and 
community food systems, contact foodnotlawns@yahoo.com 



Who Says You Can’t 
Change the World? 

Check out E/The Environmental Magazine and learn 
how you can make a difference in your world! 

mM7Tiether you want to simply “green up” your own personal life- 
| TRIAL ^ ▼▼ style — or join in efforts to clean up oceans, save wildlife, or 
TISSUE? eliminate pesticides from our food — E will inform and inspire you 
6 times per year! 

E covers the “big” issues, like global warming, the state of our oceans, and the 
impacts of growing population — all with contact information so you can plug into 
efforts to turn the tide. PLUS, E ' s “Green Living” departments will provide you 
with loads of information and ideas for living more in harmony with the Earth. 

“Where have I been to miss such an outstanding publication?” 

— Dean Whitehead, West Hollywood, CA 


SEND FOR A FREE TRIAL ISSUE TODAY! 


lefYES! 


Send me my FREE 
trial issue of E/The 
Environmental Magazine. If I like it, I can 
subscribe for one year (6 issues) for only 
S 19.95. If not. I’ll just return the subscription 
invoice marked “cancel” and return it to you. 
The FREE issue is mine to keep with no cost 
or obligation to me. 


CITY, STATE. ZIP 


AS9830 


E Magazine, P.O. Box 2047, Marion, OH 43305 

For Faster Service Call 1-800-967-6572 ! 


STOP THE MAD SCIENTISTS IN THEIR TRACKS! 

JULY 20-26 Minneapolis , Minnesota 

Earth and Animal liberation activists will converge in the Twin Cities of 
Minnesota to greet the International Society for Animal Genetics 
(ISAG) at their University of Minnesota conference. A wide range of 
activities is planned to help mobilize against the rapidly developing bio 
technologies that threaten wildlife and aim to control and commodify 
living beings on an entirely new level. Workshops, discussions, trainings 
and presentations on science, ethics, politics and action 
strategy and tactics, as well as direct action videos, will 
provide the inspiration we need to join forces and 
bring down the heinous biotechnology indus- 
try. Factory and fur farming have already 
created waste and enslavement of wildlife. 
Now the mad scientists are eager to offer 
GE animals up to the market. And as 
usual, action speaks louder than words. 
Contact Upper Midwest Resistance 
Against Genetic Engineering (RAGE) 
POB 580444 Minneapolis, MN 
55458-0444; (651) 213-6131; 

grainrage@visto.com. See schedule on www.tao.ca/~ban/grainrage.htm. 



Prisoner Support 


Spirit of Freedom is Earth Liberation Prisoner's on-line newsletter. View it at 
www.geocities.com/earthlibprisoner. To contact Spirit of Freedom email 
earthlibprisoner@hotmail.com. 


June 18 

•Robert Thaxton #12112716, O.S.P. 2605 State St., Salem, OR 97310 (six years). 
•Kuldip Bajwa (DN7230), HM Prison, Jebb Avenue, Brixton, London, SW2 5XF, 
England (21 months). 

•Sean Brown, BP5610, HMYOI Ashfield, Sherwood Road, Pucklechurch, 
Bristol, BS16 9LY, England (12 months). 

•Jeff Booker DN7071, Elmley, Eastchurch, Sheerness, ME12 40Z, England 
(21 months). 

•Stuart Tokam, DN7072, HMP Brixton, Jebb Avenue, London, SW2 5XF, 
England (12 months). 

•Thomas Wall, FF4431, HMP Belmarsh, Western Way, Thamesmead, London, 
SE28 OEB, England (18 months). 

•Jon Barnett, FB5538, HMYOI, Bedfont Rd, Feltham,TW13 4ND, England 
(six months). 

Animal liberation 

•Aaron Rudra, P.B. 43, 5726 Vaksdal, Norway. Sentenced to 10 months for an 
arson attack against a slaughterhouse in Bergen. 

•Barry Horne VC2141, HMP Belmarsh, Western Way, Thamesmead, London 
SE28 OEB, England. Serving 18 years for various anti-vivisection arsons and 
attempted arsons. 

•Darren Cole, FN4694, HMP Blakenhurst, Howell Lane, Redditch, Worcs, BN7 
6QS, England. On Remand for an anti-live exports bomb hoax at Dover Docks. 
•Justin Samuel, Hasselt Prison, Martelarenlaan 42, 3500, Hasselt, 

Belgium. On remand awaiting extradition to the USA for his alleged 
involvement with a number of raids on mink fur farms. 

•Mel Broughton DJ8216, HMP The Mount, Molyneaux Avenue, Bovingdon, 
Hemel Hempstead, Herts, HP3 ONZ, England. Sentenced to 4 years imprison 
ment for conspiracy to cause explosions. 

•Tony Humphries AP7965, HMP Swaleside, Brabazon Rd, Eastchurch, 
Sheemess, Kent, ME12 4DZ, UK. Sentenced to 7 years for conspiracy to cause 
explosions plus 2 years concurrent for possession of explosives 

MOVE 

Move is an eco-revolutionary group whos members have been persecuted by 
the Philadelphia police throughout their existence, culminating in the 
police firebombing their commune in 1985. 

•Debbie Simms Africa (006307), Janet Holloway Africa (006308) and 
•Janine Philips Africa (006309) all at: SCI Cambridge Springs, 451 
Fullerton Ave, Cambridge Springs, PA 16403-1238. 

•Michael Davis Africa (AM4973) and Charles Simms Africa (AM4975) both at 
SCI Grateford, PO Box 244, Grateford, PA 19426-0244. 

•Edward Goodman Africa (AM4974) SCI Camp Hill, PA 17011-0200. 

•William Philips Africa (AM4984) and Delbert Orr Africa (AM4985) both at SCI 
Dallas Drawer K, Dallas, PA 18612. 

•Mumia Abu Jamal, (AM8335), SCI Greene, 1040 East R. Furman Highway, 
Waynesburg, PA 15370-8090. 
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CA'RMT'D 'Mint yiSIONS 


INVOCATION 

Let me insert my bumper into your lungs 

Let my wheel scrape the ear from your head 

Let my left headlight bounce gracefully into your eye 

Let me open your veins 

Let blood spray 

Let your sculpted face be crushed 
Let you bloat by the roadside 

Let me transform you so the next human calls you reviling disgusting sick 

Let me mash your heart into pavement 

Let me not pause so as to not disturb myself 

Let my music be loud so as not to hear you 

Let me part your eyebrows 

Let feathers fly 

Let my only concern be the dent / 

Let your hoof be grated, let your hand lay limp 

Let you be an inconvenience 

Let my speed and Size be your judge 

Let my paint be untouched 

Let ribs snap 

Let there be a beautiful sunset while i dissect you 
Let my hood screen you from sight 

Let there be many of you so your death seems insignificant 

Or better, let you be non-native so your death is for the greater good 

Let me transform the mystery that is you into nothing 

Lay your skin before me 

Decorate it with glistening scales. 

Faith Walker ?■% . - 

13 March 2000 

Western Highway, Australia 

Quoapifln Dicpinisfjcnem: 

All my neighbors have nice lawns this year, thick green 
carpets with no weeds or unwanted grasses. Not like mine which 
is a mixed blend of I don't know what. They pay people to 
grow their grass. 

I saw a dead robin by my drive this morning. 

The paper says wheat fields will produce sixty bushels to 
the acre. The Chamber of Commerce members are ecstatic. Sixty 
bushels means more dollars to spend in town this year. Some 
will be spent on the chemicals which make sixty bushels possible. 

I haven't seen a jackrabbit in a couple of years. 

In Walmart I overheard two salesclerks talking. Crows 
were mentioned by one which caused the other to shudder and 
aver that she hated those things. I asked why she hated nice 
old crows and she looked at me as if I was insane. 

I've only seen one pair of orioles this season. 

The black truck was in the neighborhood for the fourth time this 
spring. The sign says "Absolute Pest Control". They promise to 
kill weeds, insect and fungus which infest lawns. All my 
neighbors use them. The ones with the pretty yards. 

There are not many honey bees this summer. 

; / V'ly i • \. s Ci .ts: .■p ? ‘ 

I drove by the anhydrous ammonia plant this morning. Columns 
of steam rose majestically against the blue background of the 
sky. I'm told the steam contains many chemicals. This is where 
sixty bushels to the acre are born. / 

I talked to a man dying of brain tumor who wojked out there. 

I walked the railroad track last week. When I was a kid trains 
set off grass fires from sparks from the wheels. No grass nor 
weeds grow on tracks now so vye have no fires. All plants are 
chemically suppressed. 

Sun whitened Shells of box turtles litter the tracks. 

My mother's breast cancer has cropped up again. The doctor gives 
her six months to live. There seems to be a lot more of that 
sort of thing these days. The treatments make her sick. She's 
been cut, burned and poisoned. Doctors call this treatment. 

She won't be missing the orioles next year. 

Sid Bridges 


all rights reserved to the authors 
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& just as 
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: !i ; ji 

What reassuring delight 

To see you there 

Foraging, stalking "% 

In the tall grass at the pond's edge 
Tawny shag triangle ears 
Kin of morning. . 

I, on my bike. 

Turning from the smaller road 
Onto the numbered route, 

Bet no one else saw you 
Set back by the fiendish distance of their cars 
But there you were, 

Still fighting to make us aware 
Of another reality going on around us. 




Jenny McBride 




YOU NIGHT BE AN ALIEN 

(with a tip of the hat to Jeff Foxworthy) 

Ybu might be an alien... if after attending the family reuifoii wonder 
how the hell you could be related to "those people". Or if sometimes you're 
staring in the mirror and it seems there's some kind of stranger looking back! 

Hell, you could be alien if flying through the air in those hollow metal 
tubes they call airliners seems natural to you. If you live in structures you didn't 
build, drive in vehicles you don't comprehend, and obey rules made by people 
you've never met. If you spend more time in those vehicles than you do walking. 
If you feel safer in freeway traffic than you do in the wilderness. I'll tell you, if 
the words "mobile" home make any sense to you — you're getting more alien all 
the time. 

You're in the process of becoming extraterrestrial if it seems reasonable to 
watch people doing interesting things on TV instead of doing them yourself. Or 
if you find tupperware and artificial food coloring acceptable. If you're uncom- 
fortable being alone. If being somewhere quiet enough to hear your own heart 
beat makes you afraid that something's wrong. If you see viruses as "enemies," 
illness as a humiliation, and death as a defeat. 

If you prefer the smell of perfume or cologne to the smell of your own clean 
body. If you're okay with plastics but disgusted by blood. Or if when it starts to 
rain you run indoors to stay dry instead of rushing outdoors to play — you could 
be an alien. h ... V it if' ■/ 

There's a chance you're alien if evolution seems like an unnecessarily random 
process that humans dang sure ought to be able to improve on. If increasing the 
intelligence of our children through genetic engineering seems like a reasonable 
idea. If this country's "nuclear deterrent" makes you feel any safer at night. Or 
if you feel okay about radiating your food in a microwave oven. 

You could be an alien if how you feel matters less than how others feel about 
you. If the idea of surgically altering your body to make it look better seems like 
a sensible strategy. If you're able to sleep through the sound of distant sirens, 
dogs barking on the next block over, and the repeated clicking on and off of the 
electric fridge. If the wind agitates instead of invigorates you. If you're able to 
tolerate the feel of synthetic clothes on your back. 

You're pretty much out there if you managed to ignore or somehow failed to 
notice the dozens of planes that pass overhead each and every hour. If you're 
unaware of which way is South, which plant and animal species are indigenous 
to your area, of which native peoples lived there before you. And you might be 
an alien if you tend to look to a power outside of — and separate from — your 
sacred self and this sacred Earth — for direction in your life.... 

V J . ,y ' V \ . - 'j f ; , • . 

Jesse Wolf Hardin 
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SEND POEMS TO: 


Warrior Poets Society 
PMB 361 

108 MLK Jr. Student Union # 
Berkeley, CA 94720-4510 





Earth First! Trinkets and Snake Oil 


Music 

I udj Bari 

Classic speeches and barn-stomping music 
woven into a history of EF! and the redwoods. 
“Who Bombed Judi Bari?” 

The FBI Stole My Fiddle, 

Redwood Summer CD — $17 

Darryl Cherney 

The fastest campaign songwriter in the West, 
he’s at home around the campfire. 

“Timber” 

Arizona Power Lines, Which Side Are You On? 

“They Sure Don’t Make Hippies Like 
They Used To!” 

Free the Dead, Spike a Tree For Jesus 
“I Had to be Born this Century” 

Earth First!, Ballad of the BLM, It’sCA.M.P. 
TAPES— $12 
“White Tribal Music” 

Grant’s Pass, Xerox the Money, Jesus Was a 
Mushroom, Box of Wine 
TAPE — $12 • CD — $17 
Rosebud 

Acoustic with electronic clarity and witty lyr- 
ics. From madrigal harmonies to a flushing 
toilet, it’s all there. 

“Thundermug Honeypot” 

Timber Tantrum, Die High, Drag, Ma Gore 

CD— $12 

Consolidated 

The hot new release from the only remaining 
big political band in the US that hasn’ t sold out. 

“Dropped” 

One Way Out, Lesbian Avengers, Headgear, 
Coming of Rage CD — $10 

Alice Di Mickle 

Alice is arguably the Pacific Northwest’ s most 
talented singer/songwriter. 

“Naked” 

Trouble in Mind, Make it Last, Out of Control 

TAPE— $12* CD— $17 

Defend the 'Barth,' Land of Broken Promises, 
Lift Us Up TAPE — $12 • CD— $17 
“Too Controversial” 

American Dream, I Won’t Say Goodbye 

TAPE— $12* CD— $17 
“It’s a Miracle” 

All qr Nothing, Not For Sale TAPE — $12 
“Make a Change” 

Let It Rain, Leonard Peltier 

TAPE — $12»CD — $17 
“Circle of Women” 

(WTTH WlNDSONG, ELLOUISE, BURRELL, SHELLY 
Phillips, Freyda Epstein and Tina Malia) 
Ancient and contemporary songs and chants. 
Earth My Body, Mother I Feel You CD — $18 

“Demons & Angels” 

Spirit of the River, Do You Dare?, Taking 
Flight TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 

Danny Dolincer 

These songs are a slap upside the head by the 
big ugly frozen fish of love lost, found, and 
love lost again on a sad and dying planet. 
“Rome Wasn’t Burnt in a Day” 

Dollar and a Quarter, Blow Me Away, Rudy, 
Walking in Power CD — $17 
Robert Hoyt 

Robert wows audiences across the country 
with his virtuoso guitar and homegrown lyrics . 
“Dumpster Diving Across America” 
Gasoline and Coffee, Quittin’ Time, Why 
Should I Care ? TAPES— $12 • CDS— $17 
“As American As You” 

Enough!, Shovelin’ Mud, Apple Pie, Good 
Americans TAPES— $12 • CDS— $17 
Timothy Huh 

An uplifting travelogue of environmental ac- 
tivism, the music invokes the wild. 
“Brightness of Brightness” 

Brightest Angel, Tough Reckoning, My Shirt, 
Twilight Songs, TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
“Dragons on the Road” 

Nailed and Boarded, Good White Road, The 
Black Horse TAPE— $12 
Keep It Wild! 

A compilation of songs from seven of EF!’s 
favorite musicians: Darryl Cherney, Alice Di 
Micele, Robert Hoyt, Dana Lyons, Casey Neill, 
Peg Millett and Joanne Rand, 

“Keep It Wild!” 

The Beaver Song, Flaming Arrows, Live Like 
a Prayer, Remember Me, Earth First!, 


Quittin’Time, Turn of the Wrench, Radiation 
on My Windshield, Defend the Earth, TV God, 
Dancing on the Ruins, Bottom of the Land, Phil 
SALE! TAPE— $9 • CD— $14 

Jim Page 

A staple on the Northwest folk circuit for years 
and for good reason — the man can write. 
“More Than Anything Else In The World” 
Valdez, Gays in the Military, Bishop on the Run 
“Whose World is This” 

Take Our Culture Back, Righteous, Beautiful 
Tear, Right to be Wrong CDS — $17 
Peg Millett 

Longtime EF! activist and convicted monkey- 
wrencher, Peg has one of the most beautiftil 
voices you’ll ever hear. 

“Clear Horizon” 

Live Like a Prayer, Living Planet, Testimony 

TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
“Gentle Warrior” 

Forever Wild, High Plateau, There is Power, 
Wild Things TAPE— $12 

Austin Lounge Lizards 

Marvelous country/bluegrass satire. Liz- 
ard wit must be heard to be fully appreci- 
ated and laughed about. 

“Highway Cafe of the Damned”, “Lizard 
Vision”, ‘Taint Me on Velvet”, “Small 
Minds”, “Creatures from the Black 
Saloon” TAPES— $12 • CDS— $17 
Ned Mudd and His Rustic Band 

Psychobilly, folk-punk, swamp-rock? His mu- 
sic is neither technically nor politically correct. 
“Fine Time in America” 

Suburbia Blues, Nation of Sheep, Vacation 
from the Rest of the World TAPE — $8 
“f.u.b.a.r. america” (with the Blacklight 
Sombreros) 

Alabama (N. Young’ s Lament), Copperhead in 
the Kitchen CD — $15 

“Noon Blue Apples in a Landscape” 

Monkeys w/ Blue Jeans (On), Cyber Opium 
Eaters, Yaz CD — only $12! 

“ZigZag Wig Warn” 

(music from the film Zig Zag Wig Wam) 
Breakfast with Coronado, Julia (Butterfly), 
Border Patrol CD —only $12! 

Casey Neill 

With inspiring, earthy lyrics and Celtic/punk/ 
folk guitar, Casey is an Earth First! favorite. 
“Casey Neill” 

Mayday, Double Dutch, From the Yardarms 

“Skree” 

Okonogan County, Scrounge Around-, A Mighty 
Love, Emma ’s Garden CD— $17 

$ETH! 

No-holds-barred, screaming, spoken word, 
acoustic punk. 

“Militant Autonomous Zone (M.A.Z.)” 

Riot, Garden, Hope, Big City TAPE — $10 
“The First Snack” 

Compost Rocks, Apathetic Hipster Youth, Down 
the World CD— $12 

Dana Lyons 

Dana’ s dexterous guitar and soulful voice con- 
vey a powerful, yet humorous, message. 

“Cows with Guns” 

Song for Rod Coronado, Geronimo, Native 

Forest Song 

“Turn of the Wrench” 

Cry of the Forest, TV God, Drop of Water 
“At Night they Howl at the Moon — Environ- 
mental Songs for Kids” (with John Seed) 
Willy the Wombat, The Tree, We Don ’t Want to 
Live in the Zoo TAPES — $12 • CDS — $17 
Joanne Rand 

Joanne’s strong and versatile voice climbs and 
dances through her powerful songs. 
“Choosing Sides” 

I Love It, Our Children’s Children 

“Grant Me Eyes” 

The Good, the Bad and the Only, Stones 
“The Monkey Puzzle” (with The Little Big 
Band) Earth My Body, Wolf at the Door, 

“Family History” 

Judi Bari, Don’t Fear Anything, EyakMan 

TAPES— $12 • CDS— $17 

Minnehaha 

A vibrant collection of different artists pro- 
duced this benefit album for the resistance to 
the reroute of Highway 55. 

“Trees and Water” 

No Compromise, Digger’s Song CD — $12! 
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Velcro Sheep 

Knee-slappin’ , foottappin’ , rip-roaring, acous- 
tic folk rock direct from Missoula, Montana. 

“On the Lam” 

Gut Shoot Somoza, Revolution Tango, New 

Age Blues CD — $17 

Walkin' JinLStoltz 

Walkin’ Jim’s deep powerful voice and 

wilderness-inspired lyrics will send shivers 

down your spine. 

“The Vision”, “A Kid for the Wild”, 
“Forever Wild”, “Spirit is Still on the 
Run” 

TAPES— $9 

;TchKung! 

Musical and propaganda release, including 
a Molotov cocktail recipe and a cool video. 

“Incite” 

Smash Things Up, Picture the Riotzone 
CD— $15 

If A Tree Falls 

Benefit album about saving the forest fea- 
turing John Trudell, Zero, Robert Hoyt, 
Joanne Rand, Bruce Cockbum, Hank Wil- 
liams Jr., Buffy Sainte-Marie, Dan 
Fogelberg, Jello Biafra and Mojo Nixon, 
The Tinklers, Alice Di Micele, The Wyrd 
Sisters, Ferron and Rumors of the Big Wave ! 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
Greg Keeler 

Goofy, intelligent, country-western 
parody, poking fun at everything worth 
poking fun at. 

“Enquiring Minds”, “Post-Modern Blues,” 
“Bad Science Fiction,”, “Talking Sweet 
Bye & Bye”, “Songs of Fishing, Sheep and 
Guns in Montana”, “Sheep, Lies and Au- 
dio Tape”, “All You Can Eat” (w/Bnx 
Clinton), “Trash Fish (plus Dumb Coyote 
Stories)” TAPES— $9 

David Rovics 

David strikes chords of activism in the 
workplace and the wild. 

“Payday at Coal Creek” 

Sacco and Vanzetti, Death of Mother Jones, 

Hobo ’s Lullaby 

“We Just Want the World” 

Minimum Wage Strike, Song for Boxcar Betty, 
The Death of David Chain CDS — $17 

Enough Rope 

Ever want to hear more vocal harmony? 
From folks irreverent enoungh to change 
the meaning of a Robert Hoyt tune? Here 
they are doing covers of our favorite under- 
ground musicians. 

“Professional Dreamers” 

Sleeping With the Enemy, Dreams of Life, 
Blow Me Away, All God’s Children Wanna 
Dance, Weeds CD— $10 



Quality 3-inch patches $3 
EF! Tools Bandana 

Unbleached 1 00% cotton. 

Slogans printed with 
non-toxic ink, $3 

Monkeywrench 

Pendant 

20 " or 30" necklace, re- 
cycled sterling siver $15 
One post earring $10 
One dangle earring $10 
Lapel pin $10 
EF! Rubber Stamp 

Sturdy wood-block 
stamps from unfinished 
scrap lumber 
EF! fist or tools $5 

Fist Hemp Wallet 

Tan with black and green 
fist and black lettering. 
Specify wording "Greed 
Kills" or "Earth First!" $10 

EF! Fist Hemp Cap 

Tan with black and green 
embroidered fist, black let- 
tering, adjustable size $14 

EF! Window 


EF! Merchandise Order Form 



.State /Country, 


. Make checks payable to the Earth First! Journal, POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440. , 

* Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. Questions? Call (541) 344-8004, Mondays 4-6. f 
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US Earth 


First! Directory 

Project Harmony WEST VIRGINIA North Forests EF! ^ 

748 Algoma Blvd, Oshkosh, WI 54901 


ALASKA 

Michael A. Lewis 

POB 80073, Fairbanks, AK 99708 

Mike or Billie 

POB 6197, Sitka, AK 99835 

Alaska Action Center 

POB 230916, Anchorage, AK 99523 

(907) 56-EARTH; akaction@alaska.com 

ARIZONA 

Arizona Wildlands Museum 
POB 24988, Tempe, AZ 85285 
Tucson EF! 

POB 3412, Tucson, AZ 85722 - : 

az_earth._first@hotmail.com 

Ponderosa Wingnuts 

2155 E. Maple #17, Flagstaff, AZ 86004 

(520) 774-6542; reg3@dana.ucc.nau.edu 

CALIFORNIA 

Northcoast EF! 

POB 28, Areata, CA 95518 
(707) 825-6598; ncef@humboldtl.com 
Circle of Life Foundation/Julia Butterfly 
POB 388, Garbemlle, CA 95542 
(707) 923-9522; fax 923-9532 
lunanews@humboldtl.com 
Redwood Action Team/Darryl Chemey 
POB 34, Garberville, Ecotopia 95542 
Sonoma County EF!/Biotech Last! 
POB 3321, Santa Rosa, CA 95402 
Sierra EF! 

228 Commercial St, Dept. #174 
Nevada City, CA 95959 
Davis EF!/FOW-Cascadia 
(530) 753-1678 
Fairfax Action Team 
POB 393, Lagunitas, CA 94938 
Sacramento EF! 

POB 376, Carmichael, CA 95609 
Bay Area EF! 

POB 83, Canyon, CA 94516 
hotline/message (510) 848-8724 
Santa Cruz EFJ/EF! Radio 
POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA 95061 
(831) 425-3205; cruzef@cruzio.com 
Santa Barbara EF! 

POB 12799, Santa Barbara, CA 93107 
(805) 961-2516; sbef@rain.org 
Action Resource Center 
POB 2104, Venice, CA 90294 
(310) 396-3254, fax 392-9965 


Tribes EF! c/o DR Chance 

POB 10487, San Bernadino, CA 92423 

DRChance3@aol.com 

Mojave EF! 

POB 492, Lancaster, CA 93584 
(805) 948-6291 
Peninsular Ranges EF! 

POB 4738, Irvine, CA 92616-4738 
Southcoast EF! 

POB 1333, Orange, CA 92856 
Baja Ecotopia EF! 

POB 7745, San Diego, CA 92107 

COLORADO 

San Juan EF! 

POB 3204, Durango, CO 81302 
Wilderness Defense! 

POB 460101, Aurora, CO 80046-0101 
fax (617) 687-2598 
wildernessdefense@email.com 

Art Goodtimes 

POB 1008, Telluride, CO 81435 
Tim Haugen 

POB 81, Gulnare, CO 81042 
Gunnison Basin EF! 

POB 592, Crested Butte, CO 81224 
Culebra EF! 

POB 762, San Luis, CO 81152 
afr@amigo.net 

FLORIDA 

Big Bend EFf 

POB 20582, Tallahassee, FL 32316 (904) 

421-1559 

Clearwater EF! 

POB 17838, Clearwater, FL 33762 
(727) 538-9050 
dmmdistro@juno.com 

Alachua EF! 

POB 1638, Alachua, FL 32616 

(904) 462-3374 

GEORGIA 

Students for Environmental Awareness 
U. of G., Tate Ctr. Athens, GA 30602 
Katuah Foothills EF! 

POB 608, Athens, GA 30603 

HAWAII 

Oceandream Media Foundation 
POB 1440, Hanalei, HI 96714 
(808) 826-1711 

IDAHO 

Northern Rockies Preservation Project 
POB 625, Boise, ID 83701 
Cove/Mallard Coalition 
POB 8968, Moscow, ID 83483 
(208) 882-9755; fax 883-0727 

cove@moscow.com 

ILLINOIS 

Chicago EF! c/o The Autonomous Zone 
1573 N. Milwaukee Ave. #420 
Chicago, IL 60622 
(773) 252-601 9; azone@wwa.com 


Red Gate EF! 

3400 W 1 1 1th St #154, Chicago, IL 60655 

friends@enteract.com 

Shawnee EF! 

913 S. Illinois, Carbondale, IL 62901 
(618) 351-0312; sprklblu@siu.edu 

INDIANA 

Indiana Forest Alliance 
POB 174, Bloomington, IN 47402 
(812) 332-4878 
Buffalo Trace EF! 

POB 3503, Bloomington, IN 47402 

IOWA , 

Prairie Fire EF! 

POB 1284, Dubuque, IA 52004-1284 
prairiefireef@hotmail.com 

KANSAS 

Tornado Alley Resistance 
(913) 568-9525; tyzart@yahoo.com 
LOUISIANA 
Louisiana EF! 

POB 113262, Metairie, LA 70011-3262 

Baratopia EF! 

baratopiaef@yahoo.com 

MAINE 

Maine EF! 

RFD 1, POB 6000, Athens, ME 04912 
Wassumkeag EF! 

POB 869, Searsport, ME 04974 
noreastah@acadia.net 
MASSACHUSETTS 
Mass EF! 

POB 35, Montague, MA 01351 
Mass Direct Action 
POB 484, Somerset, MA 02726 
Jon Chance 

72 Peterborough St, Apt. 31 
Boston, MA 02215; (617) 859-8155 

MICHIGAN 

World Tree Peace Center 
POB 50814, Kalamazoo, MI 49005 
(616) 383-9317 
Huron River Valley EF! 

POB 1735, Ann Arbor, MI 48106 
Forests Forever 

POB 493, Traverse City, MI 49685 

MINNESOTA 

Forest Ecosystems Action Group 
2441 Lyndale Ave S, Mpls, MN 55405 
(612) 450-9178; paarise@mtn.org 
Big Woods EF! 


Wilderness First! 

POB 16075, St. Paul, MN 55116 
wdurness@aol.com 

MISSOURI 

Ray O. McCall 

Rt 1 Box 89, Mountain Grove, MO 65711 
Pink Planarians 

POB 7653, Columbia, MO 65205-7653 
(573) 443-6832 

Chinquapin Resistance/Confluence 
POB 63232, St. Louis, MO 63163 
(314) 773-2842 

MONTANA 

Northern Rockies Biodiversity Project 
POB 4431, Whitefish, MT 59937 
(406) 862-4945 
Wild Rockies EF! 

POB 9286, Missoula, MT 59807 
Yellowstone EF! 

POB 6151, Bozeman, MT 59715 
NEBRASKA 

Environmental Resource Center 
370 Bordeaux Rd, Chadron, NE 69337 
(308) 432-3458 

NEVADA 

Western Shoshone Defense Project 
POB 21 1 106, Crescent Valley, NV 89821 
(702) 468-0230; wsdp@igc.org 
NEW HAMPSHIRE 
New Hampshire EF! 
coercedluddites@hotmail. com 
NEW IERSF.Y 

PAW Pinelands/Kittatiny Project 
POB 506, Bloomfield, NJ 07003 
(201) 748-4322 
Green Vigilance 

46 E. Monroe, Mt. Holly, NJ 08060 

(609) 265-0392 

NEW MEXICO 

Land of Disenchantment EF! 

POB 72295, Albuquerque, NM 87195 
New Mexico Djrect Action 
POB 22488, Santa Fe, NM 87502-2488 
NEW YORK 

NYC EF! c/o Wetlands Preserve 
161 Hudson St, NY, NY 10013 
(212) 966-4831; fax 925-8715 
adam@wetlands-preserve.org 
Foghorn 

POB 889, Westhampton Beach, NY 11978 
(516) 288-2688 
Love Canal EF! 

(716) 282-7777 
OFF! 

SUNY, Binghamton, NY, 13902-6000 
(607) 777-2050; offeditor@hotmail.com 
Earth Human Animal Alliance 
Sarah Lawrence College 
1 Mead Way, Bronxville, NY 10708-9902 
paralipsis@crosswinds . net 


216 W. 122 St, NY, NY 10027 
(212) 662-2878; haja216@aol.com 
More Gardens! Coalition 
50 Avenue B, NY, NY 10009 
NORTH CAROLINA 
Balaclava Clad Distro 
Apt 64, 420 Market St 
Wilmington, NC 28401 
balaclava_clad@hotmail.com 
Katuah EF! i / ? 

POB1485, Asheville, NC 28802 
(828) 285-0631; mountainfaction@cs.com 
OHIO ¥ 

Cleveland EF! 

17305 Grove wood Ave 
Cleveland, OH 44119; (216) 383-9985 
Ohio Valley EF! 

POB 17, University of Cincinnati 
Cincinnati, OH 45221-1001 
(513) 281-6892 
Oberlin EF! 

Wilder Box 76, Oberlin, OH 44074 

oearthfirst@oberlin.edu 

Lajce Erie EF! 

2233 Parkwood, Toledo, OH 43620 
Hock-Hocking EF! 

23 Elliott St Athens, OH 45701 
(740) 592-2581 
Piankasha EF! 

7992 Hopper Rd, Cincinnati, OH 45255 

OREGON 

Cascadia Forest Alliance 
POB 4946, Portland, OR 97208 
(503) 241-4879; fax 235-9976 
Blue Heron EF! 

Reed Coll., SAO, Portland, OR 97202 
(503) 771-1112x7875 
Southern Willamette EF! 

POB 10364, Eugene, OR 97440 
swef@efn.org 

Cascadia Forest Defenders 
POB 11122, Eugene, OR 97440 
(541) 684-8977; mickey@efn.org 
Blue Mtns. Biodiversity Project 
HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 
Kalmiopsis EF! 

POB 2093, Cave Junction, OR 97523 
(541) 592-3386; lukas@cdsnet.net 

PENNSYLVANIA 
Allegheny EF! 

POB 81011, Pittsburgh, PA 15217 

Antoinette Dwinga 

102 Third St, Apt 2, Carnegie, PA 15106 

Allegheny Defense Project 

POB 245, Clarion, PA 16214 

(814) 223-4996; fax 223-4997 

adp@envirolink.org 

EF! Philadelphia 

POB 30773, Philadelphia, PA 19104 
efphilly@envirolink.org, (215) 727-0882x3 

TENNESSEE 

Katuah EF!/Tennessee Valley Faction 
POB 281, Chattanooga, TN 37401 
(423) 949-5922; johnjgb@mindspring.com 
French's Lick EF! 

200 Creekwood Dr., Whitehouse, TN 37188 
Katuah Earth First!/River Faction 
POB 16242, Knoxville, TN 37996 
(423) 633-8483, katuah@fcmail.com 
TEXAS 
EF! Austin 

2900 Lafayette St, Austin, TX 78722 
(512) 478-7666 
South Texas EF! 

4114 Claudia, Corpus Christi, TX 78418 
(512) 937-6019 
East Texas EF! 

Rt 1, Box 2120, Point Blank, TX 77364 
Lusus Naturaes Environ. Collective 
1421 Longhorn, Houston, TX 77080 
lususnaturae71@hotmail.com 

UTAH 

Autonomy House 

POB 11015, SLC, UT 84147 

Wild Wasatch Front 

864 W. 700 St, Brigham City, UT 84302 

VERMONT 

Biodiversity Liberation Front 

POB 57, Burlington, VT 05402 

Save the Corporations 

169 Main St, Brattleboro, VT 05301 

(802) 254-4847; fax 254-7358 

VIRGINIA 

Virginia EF! 

Rt 1, Box 250, Staunton, VA 22401 

(540) 885-6983 

EF! Collective @ VCU 

Student Activities Center, Box 93 

POB 842035, Richmond, VA 23284 

(804) 353-5055 

DC Area EF! 

3614 Old Post Rd, Fairfax, VA 22030 
(703) 273-8859 

WASHINGTON 
Seattle EF! 

POB 95113, Seattle, WA 98145 
tel/f^jt (206) 632-1656; sea-ef@scn.org 
Direct Action Network 
POB 95113, Seattle, WA 98145 
Olympia EF! 

POB 12391, Olympia, WA 98508 
olyearthfirst@hotmail.com 


Central Appalachian Biodiversity Project 

Rt 3, Box 390, Hedgesville, WV 25427 

(304) 754-9161 

WISCONSIN 

Midwest Headwaters EF! 

31 University Square 

Four Lakes-Madison, WI 53715 

(608) 262-9036 


International 

There is an international 
Earth First ! web page at: 
www.k2net.co.uk/ef 
AUSTRALIA 

Rainforest Information Centre 
POB 368, Lismore, NSW 2480 
(066) 21 85 05 

Australian EF! Action Update 

ef_au@hotmail . com 

EF! Australia Community 

Lot 9 Halliford Rd. Via Dalby, Qld 4405 

tel/fax 61 (0) 7 3207 0033 

admin@earthfirst.org.au 

CANADA 

North American ALF Press Office 

POB 3673, Courtenay, BC V9N 7P1 

(250) 897-0791; fax (419) 858-9065 

naalfpo@tao.ca 

EF! Prince George 

Box 1762, Prince George, BC V2L 4V7 

Boreal Owl 

Box 1053, Kamloops, BC V2C 6H2 
EF! Manitoba 
599 Talbot Ave, Winnipeg 
Manitoba R2L 0R7; (204) 453-9052 
EF! Toronto 

POB 195 Stn. B, 119 Spadina Ave 

Toronto, Ontario M5T 2W1 

earthfirst.toronto@tao.ca 

EF! Ottawa 

Box 4612, Station E 

Ottawa, Ontario K1S 5H8 

Autonomous Green Action 

POB 4721, Station E, Ottawa 

Ontario K1S 5H9; soy@igs.net 

EF! Montreal & Diffusion Noire 

c/o Librairie Alternative 

2035 St. Laurent, 2 e etage 

Montreal, Quebec H2X 2T3 

CURACAO 

EF! Curasao 

! POB 4893, Willemstad, Curasao 
Netherlands Antilles 
fax 599-9-4616256 
falcone@fiberia.com 
CZECH REPUBLIC 
Zeme Predevsim 
POB 237, 16041 Prague 6 
zemepredevsim@ecn . cz 
Car Busters Magazine & Resource Ctr 
Kratka 26, 100 00 Praha 10 
+(420) 2 781-0849; fax 781-67-27 
carbusters@ecn.cz 
EIRE 

An Talamh Glas c/o Anne 
Abbey St., Ballinrobe, County Mayo . 
Limerick Talamh Glas 
41 Glasgow Park, Limerick 

00 353 61 313308 
ENGLAND 

Over 30 Earth First! and radical 
ecological direct action groups exist in 
England. There are also a number of 
other anarchist/revolutionary groups 
and projects. For a list or for general 
news from the UK, contact: 

EF! Action Update 

c/o POB 1TA, Newcastle-upon-Tyne 

NE99 ITA; 0797 479 1841 

actionupdate@gn.apc.org 

Do or Die 

c/o Prior House, 6 Tilbury Place, 
Brighton, East Sussex, BN2 2GY 
doordtp@yahoo.co.uk 
FINLAND 
Finland EF! 

Viivinkatu 17 AS 17 

33610 Tampere 61; ransu@sci.fi 

Earth First! Finland 

tristan@iki.fi, tristantrefoil@iki.fi 

FRANCE 

Les Eco-guerriers 

71 Av. Jean Jaures, 92140 Clamart 

01 40 95 09 06; contact@earth-first.org 
GERMANY 

EF! Germany (c/o Avalon) 
Friedrich-Ebert Str 24, 45127 Essen 


(920)424-0265 
Chippewa Valley EF! 

POB 1151, Eau Claire, WI 54702 
(608) 782-6997 
Sand County EF! 

308 Nelson Hall, Stevens Point, WI 54481 
dchyrl99@uwsp.edu 


INDIA t 

Anand Skaria ' - 

PB #14, Cochin 682001, Kerala 
(009)484-25435 
Bander BagiCha 

Near Maurya Lok PA"JNA-800 001 
Bihar, Post Box 229 
ISRAEL V: 

Green Action Israel 
POB 4611, Tel-Aviv, 61046 
+972 (0) 3 516 2349 
THE NETHERLANDS 
Groene Front! 

Postbus 85069, 3508 AB, Utrecht 

groenfr@dds.nl 

PHILIPPINES 

Ariel Betan, Green Forum 

3rd Floor, Liberty Building 

Pasay Road, Makati, Metro Manila 

(2) 816-0986, 851-110, 818-3207 

Volunteers for Earth Defense 

189 San Antonio Ext. SFDM 

1105 Quezon City 

EF! Campaign East M. Mia. 

POB 176, Tagig Central PO 
1632 Tagig, M. Mia. 

POLAND 

Workshop for All Beings 

POB 40, 43-304 Bielsko, Biala 4 

tel/fax +48 33 (8)183153 

In Defense of the Earth 

Towarzystwo Ekologiczne 

"W Obronieziemi" Domonika Baryla 

ul. Limanowskiego 138/42 

91-038, Lodz; +48 42 653-38-16 

goral@tewoz.most.org.pl 

RUSSIA 

ECODEFENSE! 

Moskovsky prospekt 120-34236006 
Kaliningrad/Koenigsburg 
tel/fax +7 (01 12) 43 72 86 
ecodefense@glas.apc.org 
Rainbow Keepers (10 local groups) 
POB 14, Nizhni Novgorod, 603082 
(8312) 34-32-80 
Rainbow Keepers ( Moscow ) 

(095) 954-91-93, rk@glas.apc.org 

Rainbow Keepers 

POB 52, Kasimov, 391330 

+7 (09131^ 4 15 14; rk@lavrik.ryazan.ru 

SCOTLAND 

Glasgow EF! 

POB 180, Glasgow G4 9AB 
44 (0)41 636 1924/339 8009 
fax 424 3688; scotree@gn.apc.org 

SLOVAKIA 
Slobodna alternativa 
Staromestska 6/D, 811 03 Bratislava 
SOUTH AFRICA 
Earth Action! 

POB 181034, Dalbridge, Durban 6016 
SOUTH KOREA 
Green Korea United 
110-740 

#605 Korean Ecumenical Bldg. 136-56 
Younji-Dong, Jongro-Gu, Seoul 
82-2-747-8500, fax 82-2-766-4180 
environ@chollian.net 

SPAIN 

Manuel A. Demandes, Taller de E. A. 
A. Curuxa, J. B., XelmirerJ 
Campus Universitario, 1570 S Santiago 
(81) 584321; fax 584533 

SWEDEN 
Morgan Larsson 

Lagmansgaten 9C, 46-37 Vanersborg 
Action For Social Ecology 
Box 34089, 10026 Stockholm; 
+46-70-7560195; ekologisten@usa.net 

UKRAINE 

Rainbow Keepers (5 local groups ) 
POB 322, Kiev 252187 
+7 38 (044) 265-7628; fax 550-6068 
rk@cci.glasnet.ru 

WALES 

Gwynedd & Mon EF! 

The Greenhouse, 1, Trevelyan Terrace 
Bangor, Gwynedd LL57 1AX 
afu01b@bangor.ac.uk; 01248-355821 


EF! Projects 6 
Campaigns 

Cold Mountain, Cold Rivers 
POB 7941, Missoula, MT 59807 
(406) 728-0867; cmcr@wildrockies.org 
Earth First! Direct Action Fund 
POB 210, Canyon, CA 94516 
tel/fax (925) 376-7329 


End Corporate Dominance 
HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 
(541) 468-2028 

NE Forest Practices Campaign 
POB 4101, Portsmouth, NH 03802 
noreastah@acadia.net 
Warrior Poets Society 
PMB 361, 108 Student Union 
#4510 Berkeley, CA 94720-4510 
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arcla@enviroweb.org 
Alluvial EF! 




POB 580936, Mpls, MN 55458-0936 
362-3387 

>v^odsef@hotmail. com 
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Y'all might remember this guy from the November-December 
1998 issue of the EF!J. Back then people knew him as Jason 
Hammel or John Glass. Well, the folks in British Columbia 
working on the Elaho campaign know him as David Farquar. 

This infiltrator/disrupter stole about $ 5,000 from their 
campaign . He borrowed and maxxed out a Visa credit card, 
claimed to be involved in Headwaters, house-sat and robbed 
the house, dropped names and was involved in Elaho's direct 
action campaign. He even offered to help people set up 
marijuana growing operations. If you see "David," let him 
know he's not welcome. Try to get a photo for publication. 
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Life Out On A Ledge 

A Trip to the City After Eagle Creek Raid 


by Watchdog 

"Apparently, these are WTO people who are looking 
for something to do. " 

— Gary Larsen, Mt. Hood National Forest Supervisor 

At 4 a.m. on Friday, July 7, about 50 federal agents 
stormed the road blockades at Eagle Creek in Oregon's 
Mt. Hood National Forest. Armed and camouflaged 
agents pinned activists to the ground and enforced an 
unconstitutional closure including several square miles 
of the timber sale area. Within an hour, only four 
activists remained — two in suspended roadblocking 
pods and two in nearby treesits. 

The freddies then proceeded, through bureau- 
cratic recklessness and frightening ignorance, to 
endanger the lives of the women in the pods by 
disabling and moving support lines and, among 
other things, repeatedly running over an active 
anchor line with all terrain vehicles. A Forest Ser- 
vice-imposed media blackout attempted to keep 
this dangerous behavior away from the eyes of the 
public. Cherry-pickers were able to move in after 
support lines were disengaged. Two courageous 
women in the pods remained — nooses around their 
necks, no harnesses or safety lines, and only pencil- 
thin ropes between them and the pavement, 50 feet 
below. Felda, the activist in the pod called Road 
Ghost was pulled into a cherry-picker basket by the 


rope noose around her neck. Pitch, the 17-year old 
woman in the Low-Rider pod, held off agents alone 
for three hours, dangling by a U-lock and a single 
line. After 12 hours of struggle, the Cascadia Forest 
Alliance (CFA) roadblocks that had protected the 
Eagle Creek watershed for over a month were no 
more. The Freddies had won, right? 

Wrong. You see, the Forest Service sees the world 
through an industrial-reductionist-military paradigm 
which informs its judgment and behavior — from "for- 
est management" to dealing with legitimate citizen 
protest. Freddies thought they had solved the pesky 
activist problem by arresting a few people and destroy- 
ing base camps. These tactics are not only dangerous, 
they are ineffective. Though we were surprised by their 
ignorance and recklessness, we had planned for a raid. 
Their inability to comprehend the power of the people, 
left them unprepared for what happened next. 

Within hours, a crowd gathered at the Region Six 
Forest Service Headquarters in downtown Port- 
land, Oregon for a rally in support of the road 
blocking activists and the cancellation of the Eagle 
Creek timber sales. Calls in support of the activists 
poured in to the Forest Service, elected officials and 
bureaucrats within the Department of Agriculture. 
In the middle of the rally, one inspired activist, Tre, 
free-climbed the Forest Service building and pro- 
nounced that he would not come down until the 
sales were canceled. Supporters threw a rope to him 



Tre is lovin' it on downtown Portland, Oregon, wall. 


with which he pulled up basic supplies. He slept 
that night, unsecured, on a nine-inch-wide ledge 
30 feet above the cement entrance to the building. 

continued on page 25 


EF! Gallantly Fights Seirra Pacific’s Logzilla 


McEducation 

Corporations versus schools 

by Aaron Coffin 

In Missoula, Montana, this past 
February, the principal of Paxson 
Elementary School, Joe Stauduhar, 
was given the "Wal-Mart Principal 
of the Year" award, an event promi- 
nently reported by the local newspa- 
per and TV stations. This award does 
at least two very insidious things: 
First, it enhances Wal-Mart's image 
in the community, countering the 
negative image of a multinational 
corporation that relies on sweatshop 
labor, exploits workers and promotes 
sprawl. After all, how can the com- 
munity say no to Wal-Mart's pro- 
posed new Missoula mega-complex 
when they support education? Sec- 
ond, it increases acceptance of cor- 
porate involvement in education. 

From 1998 through 1999, 1 worked 
as a substitute teacher for Missoula 
County Public Schools. One day in 
autumn of 1998, I was substituting 
for a science teacher at Sentinel High 
School and had been left an educa- 
tional video to show about thunder- 
storms. The video wasn't too bad at 
first, although the narrator looked 
and sounded a lot like Gene Wilder's 
character in Young Frankenstein. How- 
ever, I found the final few minutes of • 
the video quite alarming. 

continued on page 24 
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The Sierra Nevada forests are a majes- 
tic national treasure, home to countless 
imperiled plant and animal species. Yet, 
to the horror of locals in Nevada County, 
logging trucks roll out by the dozens, 
daily. For each truckload of trees, imag- 
ine also a truckload piled 10 feet high 
with the carcasses of the Pacific fisher, 
California red legged frog and Califor- 
nia spotted owl. Follow these bloody 
tracks to the mill 45 minutes outside of 
Nevada City, California, and you'll find 
yourself at the slaughterhouse of Sierra 
Pacific Industries (SPI) in 
the town of Lincoln. 

The Pacific Railroad 
Acts of 1862 and 1864 
conditionally granted 
40 million acres of pub- 
lic domain for the pur- 
pose of raising capital 
to build and maintain 
the Central Pacific and 
Union Pacific Rail- 
roads. The 1862 Act re- 
quired the railroads to 
dispose of their lands 
within three years at 
$1.25 per acre (i.e. 
homesteads for the citi- 
zenry). But the Su- 
preme Court upheld 
the railroads "dispos- 
ing" of the land by 
mortgaging it to cor- 


porate affiliates. Central Pacific was 
merged into Southern Pacific, and by 
the 1980s most of what remained of 
California land grants was held by 
Santa Fe's Southern Pacific Railroad. 
Several years and shady deals later, 
SPI emerged. Archie "Red" Emmerson 
founded a sawmill with his father in 
1949, which grew into the demon 
child SPI in 1969. Over the last sev- 
eral decades, the company quietly 
hoarded 1.5 million acres of 
California's timberland, making SPI 
the second largest private landowner 
in the US, after Ted Turner. That's 


one percent of the state of California. 
Red plans to log 70 percent of these 
lands over the next 70 years, mostly 
through clearcutting. 

The checkerboard left in the wake of 
a clearcut creates isolated islands of 
habitat, posing serious threats to wild- 
life which are forced to negotiate the 
gamut of a fragmented ecosystem. 
No gentle giant, SPI has been con- 
nected with a wide range of threats 
to California's forests. The company 
has been cited for timber theft and 
violations of forest practice rules. SPI 
was also a primary proponent of the 
Quincy Library Group 
logging plan, which 
would double logging 
in northern Sierra Na- 
tional Forests. Red 
Emmerson was the 
beneficiary of the 
Headwaters deal, re- 
ceiving $78 million for 
lands he was logging 
adjacent to Headwa- 
ters. It's not surprising 
that on July 20, 1999, 
SPI hosted a fund-raiser 
for Governor Gray Davis 
at its headquarters on the 
same day the Davis Ad- 
ministration announced 
a new package of log- 
ging restrictions. 

continued on page 32 
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EARTH FIRST! 

NO COMPROMISE IN DEFENSE OF MOTHER EARTH 

POB 1415 • EUGENE, OREGON 97440 • (541) 344-8004 


We Are Here For the Earth! 


It was decided at this years Round River Rendezvous to 
move the EF! Journal to Tucson, Arizona, starting with the 
Beltane 2001 issue. I find a part of the Arizona proposal 
(printed on pg. 1 1 of the last issue) disturbing. It stated, 
"It's time for the Journal to be utilized to expand our ranks 
to include indigenous traditionalists, environmental 
justice activists and others removed from the type of 
environmental activists circles Earth First! tradi- 
tionally draws from. There are many across 
the world and outside of our privi- 
leged society who adhere to EF! 
principles and only lack the 
name. These are the 
people we hope to add 
to our ranks, in addi- 
tion to those of us al- 
ready living in the 
'belly of the beast.'" 

I've already seen nu- 
merous articles in the 
Journal that included 
input from indigenous 
traditionalists, envi- 
ronmental justice ac- 
tivists and a wide va- 
riety of perspectives. 

It would be difficult 
to avoid this, be- 
cause a rich diver- 
sity exists in the 
movement already, 
and the Journal is sim- 
ply a reflection of that. 

On top of that, the fact 
that anybody can contrib- 
ute articles or do a short- 
term editing stint has left 
plenty of room for variety. 

Many EFiers I've worked with grew 
up hiking, finding fossils, camping and 
climbing. Some were raised learning sustain- 
able agriculture or traditional medicine. Others were 
brought up learning how to survive in the city the hard 
way. I grew up in the suburbs, surrounded by ticky-tacky 
houses that all looked just the same. Although we have 
different skills to share and to learn from each other, this 
seems immaterial. Whether we're in the streets or in the 


woods, we're working together, learning together, fight- 
ing together. 

"No compromise in defense of mother earth" is not 
limited to any class or race or background. It is not limited to 
Pacific West, the United States and England or even to those 
who know the name "Earth First!" It never has been. It is a 
sometimes reluctant, sometimes enthusiastic realiza- 
tion that the traditional namby-pamby reformist 
environmental "actions" just don't cut it. To 
me, Earth First! represents a passion for 
wilderness that transcends the 
boundaries that governments, 
corporations and society try 
to impose upon us. Al- 
though every move- 
ment could use work 
in overcoming its own 
forms of oppression, 
making it a safer space 
for everybody, this is an 
ongoing process that 
need not demand our 
full attention. 

Most environmen- 
tal issues naturally 
draw eco-warriors of 
all varieties, but it 
seems unnecessary 
to seek this out. Fight 
for the Earth and di- 
versity will follow, 
for the keepers of the 
wilderness are not as 
homogenous as some 
people think. The bond 
that unites many different 
types of people as a tribe is 
this urgency to protect the 
few wild places we have left by 
any means we deem necessary. 
That's what we put our lives on the line for. 
While learning from those of different backgrounds is a 
nice bonus, it doesn't seem to reflect why Earth Firstlers 
are here. We're here for the oceans. We're here for the 
mountains. We're here for the forests. We're here for 
the Earth. 

— xxYael 





auna ( a6afa 

Fauna, n. animal life. 

Cabala, n. an esoteric, secret matter or 
mysterious art. 


Hermaphrodites, who have the pleasure of possessing 
both male and female sex organs, have to worry about 
cheating. Because sperm are cheaper to make than eggs, 
reproductive success hinges upon the number of eggs 
fertilized. The temptation, then, is to fertilize as many 
partners' eggs as possible while holding on to one's own, 
using them as a lure for future mates. Two groups of 
organisms are externally fertilizing hermaphrodites and 
get around this by employing a tit-for-tat strategy during 
mating. The first are polychaete worms of the genus 
Ophryotrocha, who live between grains of sand in the 
North Sea and English Channel. When less than seven 
segments long they are adolescent males, producing sperm 
in segments three through six. Once they become about 
16 segments in length, they begin to become female as 
well, eventually producing eggs in segments seven through 


by Faith Walker 

21. Individuals are incapable of fertilizing themselves. 
Instead, two worms will rub vigorously against one an- 
other until they are completely sealed in a transparent 
jelly. Then they freeze, clasped against one another, and 
take turns releasing sperm and only their very ripest eggs. 
This romantic event is repeated weekly, usually with the 
same partner. Thrifty release of eggs and frequent mating 
means they won't lose much if their partner deserts them 
before reciprocating eggs. And monogamy enables them 
to know the history of their partner's egg laying, ensuring 
that they don't pair up with a dud. 

The second group of organisms is coral reef fish of the 
genus Seranus, such as the chalk bass. These fish, the only 
hermaphroditic vertebrates, pair up in the late after- 
noon. The first fish prances about in a courtship display 
and then releases eggs, which are fertilized by the second. 
Afterward, the second fish does the same. This occurs 
every day of the year and, like the worm, the fish are 
serially monogamous. Thus, it seems that both of these 
hermaphrodites use the same strategy in guarding against 
cheating: they divide their eggs into small parcels and 
mate often with the same individual, thereby ensuring 
they still have eggs left to use in courting even if their 
partner deserts them. 
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or Why L.A. Will be Significant Enough for You 
to Come Down From 'Your Tree for a Week 



BY WARCRY 

Not that we would ever desert our first line of 
defense, but once in a while, we have to take the war 
to the enemy. They don't want to hear our demands. 
They want us to shut up and consume. In Ancient 
Rome, there was a slave uprising. As a punishment, the 
Roman Empire crucified thousands of slaves along the 
road heading from the uprising all the way to Rome. 
The message was, don't try it again. Well, here we go, 
trying it again. Such is the spirit of this evolving, 
emerging post- WTO movement. 

It is our duty as revolutionaries to be effective injhis 
modem slave rebellion. Differing philosophies aside, 
we must be result driven. Neglecting to recognize the 
upcoming convergence in Los Angeles as the rare 
opportunity it is would be a strategic mistake for our 
movement. Most of our actions happen at the site of 
the destruction — in defense of what we treasure. Once 
in a while, we must take the offensive. With the 
exception of Julia Butterfly, ecodefense activities are 
generally invisible to the public and decision makers 
in Washington DC except when the FBI testifies to 
Congress about "ecoterrorists." The sick slow death we 
call a government and the liquidation and extinction 
policies of the corporate parties needs to be confronted 
on its territory. 

The convergence of thousands in a major city on the 
special and specific occasion of revolution offers us a 
vehicle to make an impact, to make a statement, 
become visible and heard. The pressure we exert has a 
ripple effect. Issues are forced into public and govern- 
ment dialogue. It happens slowly, but change does 
occur. We can vocalize our rage on camera. Fifteen 
thousand reporters will be in Los Angeles, California 
for the Democratic National Convention. The 
Tienanmen Square uprising took place because the 
students knew they would have a better chance of 
survival with the international media present. 

Kick ass backwoods campaigns are vital, but are 
often not enough. We're isolated and fragmented as a 
movement. The opportunity to come together and be 
strong — very clearly, should not be overlooked by 
people who put the Earth First! Put this battle on the 
front burner. The world will be listening. We have a 
chance to articulate to the public the various crises we 
usually face in far smaller numbers. 

We're finished begging for attention from an arro- 
gant, condescending and deliberately misleading me- 
dia. It is the reason fascists get elected. We may never 
win our democracy back and our government may 


crush us, but we will fight this ongoing war in 
defense of the Earth and the wilderness of the 
human spirit. 

Don't have any illusions about this merry- 
go-round we call an electoral process. Don't be 
distracted by the window dressing on the evil 
empire. Stay on target. And never settle for 
some bullshit. There are only a few chances in 
life to register your rage, and place it where it 
needs to be placed, at the doorstep of those 
blind to the consequences of their actions, those too 
willing to compromise it all away. 

The Democratic Party has failed to serve the people 
and the earth adequately. It is beholden to their 
corporate sponsors. Let's just change the name of our 
country to the corporation and our motto to all you can 
eat. We supposedly fought World War II to keep the 
fascists at bay but in the last 40 years (despite the '60s) 
the American public has largely been asleep at the 
wheel, while the fascists took over right here. Extinc- 
tion is rampant. Our lives are choked with garbage, 
both physical and mental. These are the norms of our 
modern Roman Empire, whether it's the Republicans 
or Democrats in office. 

While Seattle was a surprising uprising, LA will be 
insanely hostile. LA Mayor Richard J. Riordan has 
publicly warned against civil disobedience. Are we 
waiting to see how much authoritarianism we can 
take? Civil disobedience is an American tradition, 
and we won't be denied our "inalienable" freedoms. 
Anarchism is all about inalienable freedoms, as we 
are born free. We will assert our Constitutional 
rights to freely assemble and exercise freedom of 
speech and expression. 

Legitimizing our cancerous system by voting for 
puppet #1 or puppet #2 does not serve us. Given Earth 
FirstS's history of direct action and our commitment to 
the defense of precious beloved wilderness, old-growth, 
habitat and beauty, it is our responsibility to confront 
the failings of our system front and center. 

Earth First! activists are particularly well qualified to 
be the vanguard of this revolution. In Seattle, activists 
with forest defense backgrounds in direct action civil 
disobedience and sometimes not so civil disobedience, 
infused the course of events with a confidence and 
focus. Other elements like the Black Bloc and the 
burning barricades (smells like teen spirit) were pivotal 
in shutting down the WTO. We couldn't have closed 
the 20th century on a more celebratory note. 

The same morons responsible for erasing our land- 
scape permanently arelhe ones being protected and 


supported by all those police in riot gear. That's why 
it's so important to kindle and stoke what we're 
capable of and further clarify the emerging resistance. 
It's important for everybody and everything we cher- 
ish to make this revolution happen. Besides, LA is so 
polluted, you probably won't even notice the tear gas. 

Let's ignore the violent state and go directly for the 
media. That was a proposal. Seize the media. It's more 
than a suggestion; it's a viable plan. Media cannot stay 
away from the protests; it has to cover them. We must 
have our messages coherent and thought out. What do 
we want to cover? Keep the heat on. Let them know 
that it's the people's show now. Say it loud, Earth First! 
motherfuckers. If we sometimes sound angry, it is 
because we are. 

The words old growth aren't even mentioned during 
Congressional debates. What a shame. Thomas 
Jefferson did say democracy was impossible without a 
free and open media. I don't think he meant free as in 
free enterprise, to the highest bidder. I think he meant- 
accessible and representative. 

Behind black masks, I see love in every pair of eyes, 
so much courage and hope. Extraordinarily encourag- 
ing times we live in, so live deliberately. History has 
always had its rebellions. Sometimes they won, some- 
times they died trying, but like salmon programmed to 
swim upstream, we too will swim for our liberty like 
determined little fish, determined not to go extinct. I 
know it's ditficult in these silted waters, but c'mon 
people. Whose streets? Whose country? Whose Earth? 
Whose old growth? We're running out of time. 

Anarchism is the hunger for absolute freedom, a 
wilderness of the spirit, that if allowed, would be 
conducive to a better society and a better development 
of the species, rather than this coercive social order 
that divides us and reduces humans into units for 
slavery. Anarchism is not new. As long as there has 
been an imperial order, there has been the hunger for 
freedom. We must come together and place our rage 
where it belongs and not swallow it and poison our 
lives, beaten by this system. The resistance is all of us. 



ob 





Dear EF!, 

Excuse me for writing out of con- 
text, but do you remember when 
you used to publish all those ar- 
ticles on over-population? Well, 
get over it. It is our destiny! Does it 
or does it not clearly state in the 
Bible, Genesis, Verse (whatever): 
"Be fruitflies and multiply." Are we 
or are we not maggots on a road- 
kill planet?! 



Dear SFB, 

What if you hung a banner and 
nobody showed up? 

Ruckus (ruk'es) - Noisy confu- 
sion, uproar, disturbance, chaos, 
disorder, lawlessness 

The " Bring on the Ruckus" Soci- 
ety is here to say, "when we say 
bring on the ruckus, we mean a 
fuckin' ruckus." We don't seek the 
clean, methodical image of the 
"empathetic revolution," recently 
represented through corporate 
media filters by such professional 
bureaucracies as The Ruckus Soci- 
ety™, Art and Revolution®, and 
the Direct Action Network©. We 
want to abolish the institutions 
that have imposed a -suffocating 
order on our resistance. We hear- 
ken the liberation of desire, and 
the spontaneous and free-flowing 
nature of insurrection. 

The Ruckus will not be choreo- 
graphed. It is the hurricane swirl- 
ing offshore, that no mere mortal 
can predict or navigate. It is the 
unpredictability of instinct — the 
reaction to the meticulous order 
that dulls our senses and pro- 


duces repetition. We will not 
know the Ruckus until it touches 
down, shattering the tedious fa- 
cades of society. 

The Ruckus is highly illegal. Our 
safety must be cast aside, to make 
way for the marvelous in life — the 
natural chaos that we were meant 
to live. The demise of the present 
order can never come while well- 
paid "activists" cater to its institu- 
tions of propaganda, taking false 
credit for the bringing on of the 
Ruckus. Similarly, the Ruckus can 
not be bought with a tax-deduct- 
ible donation, and there will be no 
glossy mailing included when the 
Ruckus cometh. The Ruckus will 
not be funded by Ted Turner, or 
other members of the ruling class. 
Nonviolence guidelines must be 
trashed, along with major finan- 
cial centers around the globe, so 
that the Ruckus can re-assert it- 
self. Finally, the Ruckus has no 
poster boy/girl. 

We cannot wait for the Ruckus 
to be unleashed. Only we can break 
the chains of "civility" that con- 
fine the wild nature of the Ruckus. 
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The time has come to transform 
the Ruckus from mere metaphor to 
active, participatory reality. 

As the King Mob said in 1968, 
"there are no limits to our lawless- 
ness... the future belongs to the 
free spirit of the outlaw." 

Fuck the civil, let's get disobe- 
dient! 

Revoltingly yours, 

— the "Bring on the Ruckus" 
Society 


Dear SFB, 

Howdy from Katuah! Thanks to 
all that helped us make the RRR 
and action happen. Wasn't that a 
great rondy? I just wanted to give a 
great big mama hug to all those 
who treated me and my son Cedar 
with respect and kindness. I've 
never seen that many kids at a 
rendezvous before. Itwasawesome. 
Not once did I hear a breeder joke 
or overpopulation put down. (And 
you better not because Mama will 
let you have it!). Placing a halt on 
all human reproduction is not go- 
ing to stop our death culture. Who- 
ever speaks from that platform 


speaks from a place of privilege. So 
let's support the moms and dads in 
our movement and focus our ener- 
gies on the real problem, the cor- 
porate-capitalist-patriarchal system 
we live under. Our resistance 
shouldn't be aimed at each other. 
We all know who to aim it at. My 
son had a wonderful time with all 
the folks that played with him dur- 
ing and ^ 
after the 
rendez- 
vous. He is 
playing "lock 
down, protest and 
blockade" with his 
dolls. It makes my 
heart smile. I'm 
raising the revo- 
lution and so are 
all of you who 
help inspire and 
educate the chil- 
dren of this 
movement. I 
feel honored to 
stand beside y'all 
in our struggle. 

— Olivia 
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DcFcNcliNq tNe EUho VAlUy RaInForest 


Right now as you read this, International Forest 
Products (InterFor) is on a mad rampage to road 
build and clearcut right through the heart of the 
pristine Elaho Valley. Three hours north of Vancouver 
in British Columbia, Canada, lies the Elaho Valley, 
a place where 1300-year-old Doug firs stand strong 
with their roots — huge and alive — holding tight to 
that rainforest greenery, which riots all around. 
Whether or not you believe in magic, you'll feel it 
here as a life-giving and powerful force. These an- 
cient rainforests, like jungles, can- 
not be replanted. The Elaho is 
Squamish and Lil'wat ancestral 
land. The Elaho is crucial grizzly 
bear habitat and is also home to 
rare and endangered birds. Fol- 
lowing on the heels of the recent 
discovery of a spotted owl in the 
Elaho, an Earth First! volunteer 
has recently discovered a nesting 
pair of northern goshawk. 

The sighting was confirmed by 
two independent biologists. It is 
estimated that as few as 10,000 
northern goshawk pairs live in 
Canada, and a sighting in British 
Columbia is especially rare. A re- 
cent Environment Canada study 
noted, "In British Columbia, the 
northern goshawk is a rare to un- 
common resident and breeder... 
the Queen Charlotte subspecies is 
ranked critically imperiled by the BC Conservation 
Data Centre, because of the species' rarity." Other 
bird species identified in the cut blocks include bald 
eagle, red breasted sapsucker, red-tailed hawk, her- 
mit thrush, Townsend's warbler and rufous and 
calliope hummingbirds. 

Elaho EF! (EEF!) celebrated after the find and 
vowed to continue the stoppage of logging activity 
in the Elaho Valley. "We have InterFor on the run," 
said an unnamed spokesperson. "They can't fall 
ancient trees north of Lava Creek; we won't let 
them." EEF! has occupied two cutblocks north of the 
Lava Creek bridge since June 20. Volunteers have 
been holding the loggers at bay by refusing to leave. 
June 20 (first day of the Solstice) was declared 
the Solstice of Solidarity by groups around 
the world, and was the first day of action for 
our forests and communities that will con- 
tinue throughout the Summer of Solidarity. 

People are rising up and realizing a sustain- 
able vision that preserves our forests and re- 
stores community. We show up for work 
before the loggers do and stick with them 
until they leave. Most days they never start 
their saws. We hide in the bush until the 
loggers arrive at the spot they intended to cut, 
and then jump out to say hello. Friends of the 
Elaho are expecting hundreds of arrests this 
summer. The occupation is in response to 
InterFor's May 18 declaration that, "The com- 
pany is proceeding with logging operations in 
the developed (roaded) areas north of Lava 
Creek." The fallers attempting the work are 
InterFor contractors, JGT Logging. 

"The Elaho Valley is not an isolated issue," 
said Douglas Firston of Friends of the Elaho. "The same 
corporate devastation of our forests is happening in 
the Slocan Valley, on Salt Spring Island, in Clayquout, 
in the whole Great Bear Rainforest, in the Siska Water- 
shed, in Headwaters in California, in Fall Creek in 
Oregon, in the forests across the world, ecosystems are 
being destroyed and people are being oppressed." 

EEF! and Friends of the Elaho's Lava Creek bridge 
occupation is at the same location where the camp was 
located last year when more than 70 InterFor employ- 
ees and managers assaulted eight individuals and 
destroyed their peace camp (See EF// December-Janu- 
ary, 2000). Already this summer, several individuals 
have received threats from InterFor Road Foreman 
Pete Bukowsky who threatened, "The situation is 
explosive up here; if you stop me from working, it'll 
blow up." InterFor security guards are constantly 
video-taping hikers, campers and wildcrafters. A 



Tripod blocking Elaho Mainline Road 


Ministry of Forest and Royal Canadian Mounted 
Police (RCMP) trailer has been placed next to the 
Lava Creek bridge. "It is amazing that the Ministry 
of Forest and the RCMP come between us and the 
work zone in a joint camp. Is this the Ministry's 
response to the citizen concerns about preservation 
of the Elaho Valley?" asked Jim Trollson. 

At least three people have been arrested since the 
solstice and, if put in jail, will join 71-year old political 
prisoner Betty Krawczyk, who has been in jail since her 
May 15 stand for the Elaho Valley. 
Sixteen-year-old Timothy Dobyn 
was perched 35 feet up a tripod at 
Mile 38 of Elaho Mainline Road 
and effectively halted InterFor's 
continued heli-logging and 
roadbuilding in the Elaho Valley 
until his arrest. Rick McCallion and 
Reasha Wolfe were arrested for 
breaking their undertakings that 
barred them from being in the Elaho 
Valley. Both individuals were ar- 
rested last summer under a court 
injunction that was overturned this 
year. Despite this, Rick was arrested 
while hiking through the forest and 
Reasha was arrested sitting around 
the campfire eating. "I think it's a 
ridiculous show of injustice when 
two individuals are arrested and 
put in jail for camping and hiking 
in the Elaho Valley while InterFor 
employees, management and executives are walk- 
ing around free and profiting from the environmen- 
tal devastation in this valley," said Jane Murrellet of 
Friends of the Elaho. 

InterFor's injunction to prevent us from interfer- 
ing with logging was thrown out earlier this year. 
Without an injunction as a basis to arrest people, the 
RCMP at first just monitored the situation. By mid- 
July, however, the police were moving in to arrest 
forest defenders for mischief and release them. No 
new charges have been filed. 

Last year, forest defense in the upper Elaho relied 
on treesits to block the roadbuilding crews. Once the 
road was completed and the cutblocks flagged, we 


Northern Goshawks 
in the Elaho! 




The peace camp continues to stand in the way of InterFor's loggers, stopping the 
destruction of old-growth rainforest in coastal Canada. 


The hawk exploded out of the treetops and into my face, 
shrieking like a demon. "Kak! Kak! Kak! Kak! Kak!" I flung 
myself to the forest floor as she swung back up to the sky, 
folded her wings and dived at my head again. 
Stunned, I lay on my back staring up through binoculars, 
noting the meter-wide wings, hunched back and sinister grace 
of the hawk as she tucked her wings and swooped again, 
screaming at full voice. For nearly 20 minutes, she kept up the 
attack. I kept close to the ground while trying to scramble up 
to the logging road and away. Pederson's notes the northern 
goshawk is "fearless in defense of its nest." 
Returning to the same area a few days later, I spotted the nest 
and climbing up the hill, looked down into the nest with 
binoculars and beheld two chicks peering back. Pretty snow- 
white downy babies, already bigger than pigeons. The adult 
goshawk did not attack again, but stood guard nearby. 

— Elaho EF! 

shifted to mobile, ground-based teams who know 
the terrain and the escape routes through the bush. 
The teams use hand-held radios so the loggers can't 
just move to another area and keep working. Forest 
defenders are also playing cat-and-mouse with po- 
lice and loggers, to great success. 

The police are still investigating last year's alleged 
sabotage — including tree-spiking — in the Elaho Val- 
ley. They seem to be using infiltrators and spies in 
the camps to gather information, as well as sending 
in disruptive individuals to create confusion. 

Elaho Earth First! volunteers set up an Info Cafe in 
the Millennium Grove, an area of 1300-year-old 
Douglas firs that are some of the oldest in the world. 
The cafe provides maps, field guides, the EF! Journal 
and other literature, along with discussions about 
radical direct action. Come visit us, but 
hurry! Those logging trucks are coming! 

The Friends of the Elaho office is up and 
running and welcomes volunteers. For in- 
formation, contact Friends of the Elaho, 
1895 Commercial Drive, #17, Vancouver, 
BC V5N 4A6; (604) 255-4145; elaho@tao.ca, 
or Elaho EF! at earth_first@ziplip.com. 

— Elaho EF! and Friends of the Elaho 
Editor's note: InterFor was granted another 
injunction on July 25 to prevent people from 
interfering with their logging activities. A truck 
cemented to the ground is blocking the Lava 
Creek bridge and four treesitters are perched 
nearby, 20 meters above the ground, lives en- 
dangered because police have removed their safety 
lines. On July 26, fifteen RCMP showed up, 
arresting one and establishing a camp beside the 
Friends' camp. RCMP will apparently attempt 
to starve out the treesitters. 


Experimental Shock Treatments Planned for Montana Wolves 





Federal wildlife offi- 
cials in Montana are 
' j jL. f ^ preparing to implement shock 
therapy for wolves. After killing off 
most of the wolves in the Sheep Moun- 
tain wolf pack, the US Fish and Wildlife Service 
(USFWS) plans to shock the survivors into submis- 
sion. USFWS officials have trapped the remaining 
four wolves and placed them in a pen on Ted 
Turner's "Flying D Ranch" for a series of experi- 
mental shock treatments. Researchers hope to 
nullify the wolves' natural predatory behavior in 
order to keep them away from the hordes of 
livestock flooding their natural range. Scheduled 
for mid-July through October, the experiments 
wijl deliver an electrical shock to the confined 


wolves every time they approach a penned calf. 
This experiment is just the latest machination in 
the United States Department of Agriculture's war 
on wildlife, waged in the name of a handful of 
livestock interests who refuse to accept the cost of 
doing business in a wild country, whose natural 
balance has been restored through the reintroduc- 
tion of this crucial predator. 

Please contact the following individuals and 
demand they stop their cruel control tactics: 

Ed Bangs, Wolf Recovery Coordinator, USFWS, 
100 N Park Ave, Suite 320, Helena, MT 59601; 
(406) 449-5339 (fax); ed_bangs@fws.gov; Jamie 
Rappaport Clark, Director, USFWS, 1849 C St NW, 
Washington DC 20240; (202) 208-4717; 208-6965 
(fax); jamie_clark@fws.gov. 
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The OAS/FTAA, Tnade Lihemhzanon and t he Envmoncnem 


Taking it to the Streets at the Organization of American States Meeting in Windsor, Ontario 



June 4 marchers encountered a massive police deployment that shut down a section of the city. Canada and five other 
nations have insisted on the primacy of WTO rules in opposition to proposals from 164 other nations. 


by Lin Wong 

On June 4, a couple thou- 
sand people took to the streets 
of Windsor, Ontario, Canada, 
to voice their opposition to the 
Organization of American 
States (OAS). It was an attempt 
to make their voices heard at a 
meeting in which citizens and 
non-governmental organiza- 
tions are systematically shut 
out. The General Assembly, 
made up of Foreign Ministers 
of various countries, held its 
annual meeting. 

The OAS was formed in 1948, 
and is the Western 
Hemisphere's major political 
forum for multilateral dialogue 
and action. The 35 countries of 
North and South America are 
members, and each country has 
one vote. The exception is Cuba, 
who had its voting rights re- 
moved in 1962. Canada joined 
as a permanent observer in 
1972, and became a member in 1990. 

The goals of the OAS include: 
strengthening democracy in the 
hemisphere; defending and protect- 
ing human rights; fighting against 
drug trafficking; economic integra- 
tion of the hemisphere; defending 
and protecting the environment and 
promoting sustainable development. 
All these goals appear to indicate that 
governments are making some posi- 
tive steps, and appear to have been 
made with good intentions, however, 
a deeper analysis is needed. 

OAS, trade and the environment 

In 1995, the OAS established the 
Trade Unit specifically to support ef- 
forts to expand trade and economic 
integration in the hemisphere. The 
Trade Unit is headed by Jose Manuel 
Salazar, formerly Costa Rica's Foreign 
Trade Minister. He oversaw the prepa- 
ratory stages and official launching of 
the Free Trade Area of the Americas 
(FTAA) negotiations, which took place 
at the Second Summit of the Americas 
in 1998. If the proposed FTAA be- 
comes a reality, it would be the world's 
largest free trade bloc, with 800-mil- 
lion people and a gross domestic prod- 
uct in excess of $10.6 trillion. 

Despite nice sounding government 
statements about protecting the envi- 
ronment, trade liberalization has in- 
creased deforestation, soil depletion, 
overfishing and the extraction of min- 
erals, gas and oil. Industries such as 
mining, oil and gas have threatened 
ecosystems and native communities. 
They continue to pollute the air and 
water with wastes from their produc- 
tion processes, with governments re- 
luctant to apply sanctions for fear of 
driving away investors. Sweatshops 
along the Mexico-United States bor- 
der are notorious polluters, despite 
agreements during the signing of the 
North American Free Trade Agreement 
that a major anti-pollution effort 
would take place. 

Agro-export companies throughout 
the hemisphere use huge amounts of 
fertilizers and pesticides, which seep 
into rivers and soils, causing serious 
health problems for the environment, 
agricultural workers and consumers. 


Some countries have tripled the use of 
pesticides in the last four years, and 
over 80,000 chemical substances are 
currently sold. 

The decline in rural conditions 
and food security 

In rural areas, millions of small farm- 
ers have been displaced by an empha- 
sis on agro-export crops such as fruits, 
flowers and vegetables. With trade lib- 
eralization, many countries have re- 
duced the production of basic grains, 
since such items can be imported more 
cheaply from Asia or North America. 
In Brazil, nearly three-million tradi- 
tional farmers have been put out of 
work by declining prices in basic grains 
following market liberalization in the 
early 1 990s. Mexico's imports of maize 
from the United States soared in the 
mid-1990s, causing a disastrous effect 
on Mexican farmers. Latin America, 
historically a net food exporter, is now 
a net food importer. As a result, food 
security has declined steadily in Latin 
America over the past 15 years. 

Small farmers in Canada and the 
United States have also been affected, 
and are now in a crisis situation. A 
combination of low grain prices, de- 
clining government support and in- 
creasing corporate control over inputs 
and distribution has led to the disap- 
pearance of some 10 percent of small 
farmers in the United States between 
1994 and 1997. The current trade 
model clearly does not build 
sustainability, either in social or envi- 
ronmental terms. Unless it is redirected, 
liberalized trade and investment will 
work against social and environmen- 
tal sustainability, worsening our qual- 
ity of life. 

Canada’s role 

Of concern is the fact that the OAS 
and FTAA are World Trade Organiza- 
tion (WTO)-compliant. The WTO, 
composed of about 130 countries, deals 
with the global rules of trade between 
nations. Its main function is to ensure 
that trade flows as smoothly, predict- 
ably and freely as possible. 

A fundamental goal of the current 
international trade regime is to promote 


deregulated trade in goods, services 
and investment through the removal 
of "barriers" to trade; both tariffs and 
non-tariff barriers. Standards and regu- 
lations, such as those governing pesti- 
cides, food safety and environmental 
protection are frequently seen as non- 
tariff barriers. 

Canada has also used WTO rules to 
aid in preventing the negotiation of an 
international treaty with important 
environmental implications. The 
Biosafety Protocol was mandated by 
the Convention on Biological Diver- 
sity, signed in Rio de Janeiro in 1992, 
to establish rules for the international 
trade of genetically modified organ- 
isms. It outlined a precautionary ap- 
proach to these products, given the 
dangers to biodiversity. It was explic- 
itly both a trade and environmental 
treaty. Safety concerns relate to the 
capacity of these reproducing organ- 
isms to disperse, interbreed with local 
plants, transfer genes to other organ- 
isms and interfere with naturally oc- 
curring ecosystems. Further concerns 
arise from the potential of the prod- 
ucts, marketed aggressively by large 
transnational corporations such as 
Monsanto and Novartis, to replace 
current agricultural practices resulting 
in widespread negative social, eco- 
nomic and environmental impacts. 

The Canadian position during the 
negotiations, in common with five 
other exporter nations, was to oppose 
the proposals of 164 other nations, 
and insist on the primacy of WTO 
rules denying important and environ- 
mentally justifiable concerns from the 
south and the European Union. 

The protest 

Huge efforts were put into organiz- 
ing the protest. Students and labor 
unions from all over Canada and parts 
of the US organized in their commu- 
nities, disseminating pamphlets, hold- 
ing teach-ins, educating the public 
about the issues and in particular, 
working out the logistics to get to 
Windsor. A critical development that 
has come from the mass actions in 
Seattle against the WTO and in Wash- 
ington DC against the IMF/World 
Bank is a discussion about race, white 


supremacy and organizing strat- 
egies to build a multiracial 
movement opposed to capital- 
ism and free trade. Elizabeth 
'Betita' Martinez's widely dis- 
tributed essay, "Where was the 
Color in Seattle?" put forward 
the question: "Why, if free trade 
has the greatest negative im- 
pact on people of color around 
the world and in the United 
States, why was the protest 
against the WTO so overwhelm- 
ingly white?" White people have 
a responsibility to deeply ana- 
lyze their position within the 
systems that are in place, namely 
that of white domination and 
| supremacy. White people have 
| much to learn about organizing 
£ from people of color, and should 
| not include people of color on a 
s tokenistic basis; this thinking 
and action shows the dynamic 
of white privilege operating. 

Two words sum up the city of 
Windsor on the days of protest: 
cops everywhere. Millions of dollars 
were spent to import cops from De- 
troit and Toronto. The Ontario Pro- 
vincial Police and Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police were there. Cops were 
trained in tear gas use. The efforts to 
prevent people from shutting down 
the OAS meetings shut down the city. 
Three-meter high fences supported 
by concrete blocks were erected 
around the Cleary Convention Cen- 
tre. There were cops in the streets and 
behind the fences. 

On June 4 at 10 a.m., Canadian Min- 
ister of Foreign Affairs Lloyd Axworthy, 
Secretary General of the OAS Cesar 
Gavaria and Noam Chomsky spoke at 
the Capitol Theatre. Apparently they 
made a brief appearance and spoke for 
about 10 minutes and then left. Out- 
side the theatre, a group of women 
were holding onto lines of old clothes 
with messages written on the cloth- 
ing — they were "airing the dirty laun- 
dry of the OAS." 

The march started a few hours later, 
and the streets were filled with color- 
ful signs, placards and pickets, papier- 
mache puppets, spirited chanting and 
drumming. At the end of the march, 
down by the river, the crowd gathered 
for performances and speakers. 

Protesters didn't shut down the 
meetings. About 500 people were 
turned away at the border and they 
didn't have the numbers necessary to 
effect a direct action. 

But we did get headlines and front 
page stories in many daily newspapers 
throughout the continent, instead of 
the OAS. Stories in newspapers reported 
that the police helicopters flying over- 
head drowned out Lloyd Axworthy's 
speech inside the convention centre. 
Because so many cops were brought in 
and because they had to virtually shut 
down the city, many protesters thought 
that they had already won. 

Noam Chomsky addressed the pro- 
testers in the streets. "The institutions 
[of capitalism] can be dismantled; it's 
happened all throughout history." It is 
of vital importance to remember the 
past struggles and victories that have 
occurred, in order to move forward 
and create the kind of world that we 
would like to live in. 
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US Navy out of Vieques ! — An Update — US Navy out of Viequesi 

the Yayi Key Collective and the Peace and Justice 
Camp. Waiting at the gate were military police 
who, without the least provocation or justifica- 
tion, sprayed pepper gas at those being arrested 
and dozens of peaceful protesters in the street. 
This was a show of force indicative of the brutality 
and insensibility that characterizes the abuses 
practiced against the people of Vieques by the US 
Navy. 

An hour after the arrests, military personnel 
brought the prisoners out in a large bus, but not 
before the Puerto Rico Riot Police had to clear the 
street of delegates from the Friends of Vieques 
Collective, who put their bodies on the line in 
defense of those arrested. In the process, the po- 
lice also sprayed people with pepper gas. 

We recognize the extraordinary work of the 
Puerto Rican/Viequense youth in this difficult 
phase of the struggle and during the past months. 
The Collective Friends of Vieques, the Horsemen 
for Peace and the Vieques Youth United are dedi- 
cated to the liberation of Vieques. The continuity 
of this struggle is well guaranteed! 

For more information or to send financial sup- 
port, contact CRDV, POB 1424, Vieques, Puerto 
Rico 00765; (787) 741-0716 (fax); bieke@coqui.net. 


Bowling Green Bull Grabbed by the Horns 

During Vieques Demonstration in New York City 

by Esperanza Viva 

On the morning of June 7, a group of young individuals took a rare walk through the financial district 
of New York City (NYC). They were not on a tourist hike. Just blocks away from the New York Stock 
Exchange, under the not-so-watchful eyes of the districts' hired security, three Puerto Rican American 
spoken-word artists chained themselves to the giant statue of the bull in Bowling Green. "This spot 

symbolizes capitalism, the stock market, all these 
companies that fund the military industrial com- 
plex, which has made Puerto Rico a military indus- 
trial colony for the US for over 100 years," said 
Hector Luis Rivera of the Welfare Poets. "We are 

protesting US Military maneuvers that have caused severe environmental pollution, economic underdevel- 
opment and even death... We are protesting the fact that despite proof that there are still Viequenses in civil 
disobedience within, the bombing range, the Navy has bombed and plans to resume bombing." Police were 
immediately on the scene and tried unsuccessfully to remove supporters from Vieques Libre, NYC Direct 
Action Network and the Bronx United Gardeners who continued to chant, "US Navy out of Vieques!" and 
pass out- fliers to a crowd of confused tourists and supportive office workers and bike messengers. 

I m here to demand peace in Vieques, demand that the Navy leave and stop bombing, and stop 
killing the people. The people are dying of cancer, the Earth is sick, and we're tired of it. We stand in 
support of Viequenes. Paz para Vieques!" said Stacey Toro of Sisters in the Struggle. "The US Navy has 
been causing mayhem on the people, 60 years of bombs, including depleted uranium bombs, dumped 
all kinds of chemicals, cyanide, RDX, napalm... The cancer rate on Vieques is 30 percent higher than 
on the big island," said Rivera. 




by Robert Rabin 

Warm greetings of solidarity from Vieques. Here 
we present a brief summary of recent events in the 
struggle for peace. On the weekend of July 1-2 the 
First International Triathlon for Peace in Vieques 
was held, with participation of athletes from nu- 
merous countries. The event was coordinated by 
the Committee for the Rescue 
and Development of Vieques . - T 

(CRDV) and promoted as an 
expression of athletioisolidar- . 

ity with the Vieques cause. 

vigil, more than 400 people at 
Peace and Justice Camp (across 
the street from the entrance to Ipfe H 
the US Navy installation of gjgAyff 
Camp Garcia) protested the 
Navy's presence and listened Local kic 

to chemist Dr. Neftali Garcia, environmental and 
scientific advisor tp the CRDV, speak on the hor- 
rible effects of military contamination, on the 
health of our people. Later, a military bus ap- 
proached the gate from inside Camp Garcia. We 
sustained a moving picket line for more than half 
an hour before the Puerto Rico Police brigade (riot 


police) crossed the road in formation to help the 
Navy bus to leave. 

On July 3, the Friends of Vieques Collective — a 
group of Puerto Rican University (UPR) students 
who maintained a resistance camp for months in 
the bombing area — presented the documentary 
Vieques: Chronicles from Disobedience. Hundreds of 
residents of Vieques watched the documentary — 
a photo narrative on life in 
{ , the resistance camps and the 

-A arrests by Navy and federal 

.* ;• ‘ agents on May 4. Several sing- 

‘ ers offered a very special night 

3' Y. On July 4, we held a series of 

**7 i 1 ^ ^$1111111 a ct i v >t* es to denounce the 
military presence, taking ad- 
vantage of the Independence 

- < Day festivities in the US. At 

luris rocks at navy yard, noon, the Vieques Womens 
Alliance celebration in front of the gate included 
a drama about the struggle and a human chain 
symbolizing the unity of the people. Around 1 :30 
p.m., 16 people who had entered the Navy's 
restricted zone appeared on the road inside Camp 
Garcia. The group consisted mainly of law stu- 
dents from UPR, together with representatives of 


Local kid hurls rocks at navy yard. 


Wolves and Poodles 


A gavel-pounding wolf running wild on the shores of Lake Superior to US 
District Judge James Rosenbaum for fining an anti-environmental lawyer $5000 
for a frivolous lawsuit against the St. Paul, Minnesota based Superior Wilderness 
Action Network and New Mexico based Forest Guardians. The judge said the lawsuit 
was arguing that environmentalists who challenge logging operations are influ- 
enced by the "religion of deep ecology, "and that the Forest Service was being swayed 
by proponents of the religion. 

A spectacle-altering Situationist wolf to Avant-Gardeners of Britain for their 
May Day actions. On July 6, a crop of marijuana seedlings was identified underneath 
Winston Churchill's statue in Parliament Square. The clever cultivators invaded the 
square last May 1 during May Day riots and planted the seeds unnoticed. 

/% A wolf armed with a beeping alarm clock, biting the apathetic public in the 

|» ass to ateam of University scientists from Chicago, Illinois, and Genoa, Italy, 
I||\ for making it painfully obvious that science and technology are out 

A °f control to the point of absurdity. The team attached an 

extracted brain of a lamprey to a robot and created what they 
describe as an "artificial animal." A cyberneticist cheered the 
work, saying it could allow our brains to be transferred to 
robots when our bodies die. While we wait for that glorious 
^ day, science may allow us to connect mobile phones and 
other electronics directly to our brains as well. 

A digital representation of a wolf in cyberspace to the 
jm Avebjackers" who kidnapped Nike's homepage for a 
* ntfll mffl night. People visiting the site were redirected to a site calling 
for protesters to converge on the World Economic Forum in 
WaJ Melbourne, Australia this September. 
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A born-again, reformed Christian poodle with a shiny black briefcase 
to ex-Earth First.’er Christopher Manes. The author of Green Rage has 
changed his radical tune to one of church bells and hymns. In a recent 
interview, Manes said, "I'm a Christian... Being Catholic means a lot to me." 
When asked about his radical past, Manes replied, "I was pretty radical back 
then... But you grow up. I'm an attorney now." 

A property-respecting cross-eyed poodle to the Elf Lore Family for 
suing Craig Rosebraugh for theft of "their" aerdnym. After recent Earth 
Liberation Front hits near Bloomington, Indiana, the Elf Lore Family 
showed up at a forum where Rosebraugh was speaking to issue him the 
subpoena and hand out literature about their eco-friendly group. 

A confused poodle with one eye pecked out by an angry crow to the 
National Audubon Society for honoring timber giant Weyerhaeuser's 
management of Cool Springs Environmental Education Forest in North 
Carolina. The Society declared the forest an Important Bird Area. Appar- 
ently, these delusional bird watchers must have overlooked Weyerhaeuser's 
nationwide practice of clearcutting. 

A chemlawn-Iaden cowpie-covered poodle drowning in "Lake" 

Powell to the Sierra Club's Toiyabe Chapter for pro- $ &} 

moting continued grazing in the proposal for ..... w . JiL 
Black Rock National Conservation and Wilder- 
ness Areas. The Sierra Club supports Senator 

Richard Bryan's (D-NV) proposal that "protects" ■•• •. 

the Black Rock Desert. Included in this protec- ' 

tion is continued hunting, trapping and fish- 1 

ing, as well as grazing and the upholding of . } JJ 

all current mineral rights. Also supporting m§rv. J 

this misdirected plan are The Wilderness Soci- %r Mmit 
ety and American Lands Alliance. 






Politics and Poison 

The Colombia/ US Fumigation Program 


by Chris Pothecary 

Jungles and rivers contaminated; 
animals, birds and fish dead; people 
with upset stomachs and eye infec- 
tions; babies born deformed and com- 
munities forced into migration; their 
livelihoods ruined. 

These are just some of the effects of 
the aerial fumigation program being 
carried out by the Colombian/US gov- 
ernment with the aim of eradicating 
the Colombian coca crop. 

Despite millions of dollars, new planes, 
new helicopters, millions of liters of 
glyphosate (Roundup) and other herbi- 
cides, special US military training camps 
and satellite photos, the coca fields in 
the area under cultivation have tripled 
over the past 10 years. 

Why? The simple reason is that in an 
area where making a living is difficult, 
coca makes economic sense to the peas- 
ants; it is the lifeblood of their economy 
and guarantees anyone who grows it a 
steady income. No other crops come 
close. The market for cocoa, yucca, plan- 
tain and other crops is poor. The prices 
do not justify the labor and the trouble 
in taking these crops to market. Coca is 
like a savior to the Colombian peasants 
as one Colombian campesino puts it. 
"From Coca we all eat. This is the way 
the peasant thinks, and it is true, since 
he who cultivates it can eat, he who 
processes it can eat, he who buys it can 
eat, he who orders it to be bought can 
eat, the policeman who robs it off the 
peasant so that he can sell it himself can 


fumigated some seven months prior. 
They showed me how immediately after 
fumigation, the people had pruned the 
coca bushes down to ground level. With 
this tactic a large number of the plants 
had regenerated. Meanwhile, all around 
were dead trees and vegetation that 
showed no signs of revival. It was strange 
to look at what can only be described as 
a desert in a tropical region naturally 
abundant with life. 

I also helped collect, shell and dry 
cocoa beans in order to sell them in a 
town three hours away. The work re- 
quired to collect 40 kgs of beans, and the 
price they fetched (less than $20) illus- 
trates the difficulties that the peasants 
face if they try to farm legal crops. 

It is not difficult to imagine the frus- 
tration experienced by these people 
when they are encouraged to 


ecosystems. Meanwhile, no one listens 
to the voice of the peasants who cam- 
paign for the economic and social re- 
forms that would help them create a 
viable and legal economy. The US anti- 
drug Czar Barry McCaffery insists on 
blaming the guerrillas for everything 
while ignoring the role of the right-wing 
paramilitaries and the Colombian gov- 
ernment. All the different groups in 
Colombia are involved in the cocaine 
trade, but anyone who points this out 
makes themselves a target for the right 
wing death squads. Human rights orga- 
nizations have documented plenty of 
evidence linking these death squads with 
the Colombian army and the rich elite 
who run the economy. The fact that 
fumigation is concentrated only in guer- 
rilla-dominated areas indicates that this 
policy has far more to do with making 
sure Colombia is ruled by those groups 
friendly to the United States interests 
than eradicating the drug 
problem. 


A desert in the tropical region — a fungicide denuded hillside in Colombia 


eat. The narco-traffickers and all the 
politicians involved in it can eat very 
well, as do the generals, the president 
and even the gringos who now disguise 
their interventionist politics of war as a 
war against drugs." 

The fumigation policy fails on every 
count as it does nothing to change the 
economic situation that leads people to 
grow coca in the first place. It only 
means that the peasants must move 
deeper into the jungle, cut down more 
trees and grow more coca. Either that or 
join the guerrillas. 

Earlier this year on a visit to Caqueta 
in Southern Colombia, local farmers 
took me to see areas that had been 


try alternatives; either the money they 
are promised does not materialize or the 
new crops are sprayed and killed. For 
example, one farmer who spent five 
years converting to growing rubber trees 
with one hectare of coca set aside in case 
the scheme did not work found all his 
labor wasted when in the fifth year the 
planes came and destroyed all his rubber 
trees. He is now growing coca again. 

Recent media announcements report 
that the US is to fund a new experiment 
with a genetically-altered fungus called 
Fusarium that they say only attacks coca. 
They plan to unleash this untested bio- 
logical weapon in the Amazon — one of 
the Earth's most important and fragile 


Now the US government is to give 
$ 1 .6 billion in "aid" to Colombia, a large 
majority of which is to be spent on 
fumigation planes, helicopters, military 
hardware and special training bases for 
the Colombian ’Army. 

One Colombian farmer told me that it 
appears from his point of view that the 
gringos are not content to control 90 
percent of the drug market; they want 
the other 10 percent as well. "If the 
campesino resorts to coca in order to 
make a living it is illegal, but if a United 
States company trades in chemicals or 
weapons, destroying lives and destroy- 
ing the jungle, it is perfectly legal. What 
kind of twisted logic is it that results in 


more people being killed in the war 
against drugs than are killed by the 
drugs themselves?" 

A research group from Holland called 
TNI Drugs and Democracy states in a 
document called The Vicious Circle that 
"Direct environmental damage of the 
spraying in terms of chemical pollution 
of soil and water in fragile ecosystems 
like the Amazon rainforest and the 
Andean mountain cloud forests is diffi- 
cult to estimate." For the people living 
in the affected areas it is only possible to 
observe the death of their fish and poul- 
try, the damaged food crops and wild 
animals dead in the jungle, not to men- 
tion diarrhea, nausea, headaches and 
eye infections. 

Many important plants are severely 
affected by the fumigation. One such 
example is the Canargucha palm that 
creates a mini-ecosystem relied upon 
by many animals and birds for food 
and water. It is also venerated by the 
Indigenous people as a tree of life due 
to its many uses. 

It is abundantly clear that fumiga- 
tion policies only serve to amplify 
and further intensify division and 
resentment between the peasants and 
the government, while at the bottom 
line, nature, the innocent party in all 
this and that which is held sacred by 
the Indigenous peoples of Latin 
America, is what suffers most. 

As one old peasant told a Colom- 
bian friend of mine, "Coca will not be 
finished with war, but the gringo gov- 
ernment has always liked war as long 
as it is not in his country. Everything 
is just a screen appearance, a drama 
and as Christ said in the Bible, 'The 
Devil cannot kill the Devil, only God 
can get rid of him.' 

The people of Colombia need positive 
solutions, not poison. 

English Ecologists Against Fumigation 
of the Jungle is a group set up in order to 
give a voice to the people of Caqueta, 
Colombia, and to raise awareness of the 
many social and environmental prob- 
lems they face. We are campaigning for 
positive solutions that promote life, lib- 
erty, justice and respect for Mother Na- 
ture. For more information, check out 
www.gratisweb.com/campesinoingles. 

Editor's note: On July 16, the Colom- 
bian government announced that it had 
no intention of testing or using geneti- 
cally-altered fungus in its aggressive cam- 
paign against coca. 


by Dave Foreman 

This article is reprinted from the Lughnasadh 1985 
edition of the Earth First! Journal. 

It is of course the work that counts. And the 
work goes on — spectacularly, I might add. The 
recent actions of the tree climbers in Oregon — 
Ron, Valerie, Doug Fir, and the rest — represent 
the best of our species, and the folks involved 
are deserving of taking a place in any pantheon 
of heroes and heroines. 

A second major Earth First! front has also been 
opened with the arrest of nine Earth Firstlers in 
Yellowstone National Park. I 
sense a major commitment 
to taking a stand in the 
Greater Yellowstone Ecosys- 
tem. If we can't protect 
Yellowstone as an intact eco- 
system, we can't save any- 
thing in. the lower 48. Other 
actions — as a partial result of 
the Round River Rendez- 
vous — are brewing in Mon- 
tana, Arizona and elsewhere. 

Engaging in the danger- 
ous and stressful activity of 
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direct actions can be exhausting. You work your 
heart out to save a particular tree or piece of ground, 
and when you "lose, " you wonder what it was all for. 
Was it just a media stunt, an ego trip? Was it a waste 
because you didn't "succeed" in your immediate 
goal? I think you have to go beyond that. 

One real benefit of en- 
gaging in direct action is 
personal growth, of course. 
Although important to the 
individual, this is a minor 
aspect, I believe. The 
Brownie Points you chalk 
up are for you, but your sig- 
nificance pales beside that 
of the old-growth forest, the 
grizzly, or the Grand Can- 
yon. Protection of a place is 
the bottom line. Excessive 
emphasis on the personal 


growth element is Me First!, not Earth First! 

The land is what counts. Despite the trees that 
have fallen out from under Earth Firstlers in Or- 
egon, old growth has become a major statewide 
issue there. The public has been aroused. Other 
environmental and outdoor groups are being 
spurred into action. The Forest Service doubtlessly 
has pulled back on some of their more egregious 
plans to dismember the Cathedral Forests. Old 
growth ecosystems have been — and will be — saved 
in Oregon because of the tree-climbers, the bull- 
dozer-blockers, the dynamite-sitters. 

You've done a good job, friends... 

Be sure to get out into a wilderness this sum- 
mer. But if you're stuck in town for an evening 
or two, go see two magnificent movies: The Gods 
Must Be Crazy, and The Emerald Forest. I'll betyou 
didn't think there were any commercial motion 
pictures made from an Earth First! perspective. 
There are. These two. 

To leam more about Earth First! history, order back 
issues for only $4 a piece. 

The Samhain 2000 edition of the Earth First! Jour- 
nal will be a special 20-year anniversary issue and will 
include many then and nows, showcasing some of the 
best writers and artists the movement has to offer. 
Watch for it on newsstands in November. 
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by Philip M. Klasky 

Outside the elders' home on the reservation, a 
flock of grackles swoop and hop inside a mul- 
berry tree, chattering in raspy, high-pitched 
bursts. A merciful breeze drifts through the living 
room. I place a tape player and small tape re- 
corder on the dining room table and point the 
microphone toward the elder. Mr. Barrackman 
takes off his glasses and bends over the table, 
closing his eyes in concentration. He is wearing a 
pin striped shirt and an elaborate turquoise and 
silver belt buckle. At 82 years old, the Mojave 
Indian elder is one of the few people alive who 
can still remember the old stories and songs. I set 
the player in motion and turn on the recorder. 
The voice of another 82 year old man begins to 
speak. Slowly, as he absorbs their meaning, 
Mr. Barrackman translates into English the 
words of Emmett Van Fleet, the last of the 
Mojave Creation Song singers. Van Fleet's 
songs, recorded three decades ago, are accom- 
panied by the slow cadence of a gourd rattle. 
The richly textured voices of the two elders, as 
elegant and durable as raw silk, are woven 
together in a conversation over a bridge 
through time. As Mr. Barrackman speaks, an 
epic creation poem emerges. 

Heaven. God. Sky. God. Land. House of Night. 

He finished his house before he died. He is a 
doctor, a medicine man. Learn to sing. Learn to 
hear the different songs God gave to them. God 
calls it the House of Night. Creation songs. He 
gives the songs to the Northern tribes. He gave 
them a good dream. He gave them an aching 
heart. He is not human. He is only a wind. 

I stop the tape machines to catch up on my 
notes. Llewellyn Barrackman, a highly respected 
elder who has served twice as the chairman of 
his tribe and decades as their spiritual leader, 
takes a sip of coffee and leans back in his chair. 

A year ago, while conducting research into the 
oral traditions of the Mojave people in order to 
establish aboriginal land rights, the elder showed 
me a cache of reel to reel tapes they had been 
storing for nearly 30 years. The tapes contained 
the Creation Songs of the Mojave people. 

For the last nine years, I have been working 
with the five lower Colorado River Indian T ribes 
to stop the proposal for a nuclear waste dump 
on their sacred lands at Ward Valley, Califor- 
nia, a place the Mojave call Silyaye Ahease, or the 
Place of Screwbean Mesquite and Sand. The 
Mojave's name for themselves is the Bipa Aha 
Macav or Keepers of the River, instructed by their 
creator to protect the Colorado River. Radioactive 
wastes from nuclear power reactors buried in shal- 
low unlined trenches above an aquifer and 20 
miles from the Colorado River would eventually 
contaminate this source of water for the five lower 
Colorado River Indian Tribes and 22-million people 
in the Southwest and Mexico. 

Land tenure, tribal dominion and aboriginal 
territory are determined by story and song in 
cultures with oral traditions. The songs of the 
Mojave people are central to their oral history and 
are cultural maps with spatial and temporal di- 
mensions. They describe the mythical journeys of 
the Mojave's spirit mentors while serving as a 
guide, for the ancient traveler through the exact- 
ing desert environment with directions to sources 
of food and water. The songs are part of a 525 song 
cycle and describe travels along the Colorado 
River from Avi Kwa Me or Spirit Mountain (Mt. 
Newberry, Nevada) to AviKwahath or Greasy Moun- 
tain (South Mountain, Arizona) investing the natu- 
ral landscape with multi-layered stories of both 
the profound and the mundane. The 525 song 
cycle was sung from sundown to sunrise at the 
wake and cremation ritual. 

Emmett Van Fleet's songs were recorded in 1972 
by Guy Tyler, an amateur ethnographer who 
worked for the American Broadcasting System in 
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Los Angeles. Tyler traveled out to the Colorado 
River Indian Reservation in Parker, Arizona on the 
weekends to record the elder. 

With Barrackman's encouragement, I took the 
reel to reel tapes to the language laboratory at the 
University of California at Berkeley where they were 
transcribed onto cassette tapes and onto compact 
disks for archival purposes. The task of translation 
had become an exciting journey of discovery. Lis- 
tening to the voices of the elders recount rituals of 
death and cremation, it felt as though I had entered 
into a secret chamber in an ancient tomb. 

Story is essential to the identity of a people and 
becomes a highly developed craft in cultures with 
oral traditions. Recounting stories and events is a 
universal practice among peoples, as basic as food 



Emmett Van Fleet wearing a painted sweater and headdress. 


and shelter. Nested and preserved in the narrative 
are the mores, art, archetypes, collective knowl- 
edge, history, jokes, foibles, social ways, percep- 
tions and relationship with the natural world of a 
distinct people. 

Llewellyn Barrackman explains, "This is our 
map. We have always lived along the river. This is 
our area. God put us here to protect our lands. We 
have been singing these songs since time imme- 
morial. If they try to take away our lands, the 
government could try to take away our lands 
again, the songs will tell which are our lands, the 
songs will protect our land." 

Ceremony has played a central role at numerous 
gatherings at Ward Valley, organized for the pur- 
pose of political organizing and spiritual pres- 
ence. The Mojave, Chemehuevi, Quechan, 
Cocopah and invited singers, dancers and spiri- 
tual leaders from tribes throughout the United 
States, Canada and Mexico have consecrated the 
land through ritual and performance. 

Last year, during the successful 113 day occupa- 
tion of Ward Valley by Native Americans and 
environmental activists, traditional song and 
dance were performed to assert religious freedoms 
and to inspire the protesters to stand in defiance 
of federal orders to vacate the land. Alerted by 
word of mouth and through Indian as well as 
activist networks, hundreds of people came to 
defend the land, provide support for the occupa- 
tion and bear witness: Federal law enforcement 
officers set up a command post outside of the 


occupied territory with sophisticated surveillance 
equipment and a fleet oLrangers ready to break up 
the protest. On the eve of the order to vacate, Bird 
Singers and Dancers began their cycle of songs at 
sunset. A row of men singing to accompaniment 
of gourd rattles faced a row of women dancing in 
full regalia, in shawls and skirts of red and black 
diamonds. They sang all through the night. As the 
morning approached, federal officials advanced 
toward the line of defense. At the entrance to the 
occupied land, the rangers found the traditional 
singers and dancers surrounded by elders, old 
women in their 70s and 80s, protected by their 
young warriors who where encircled by hundreds 
of Indians and activists. After some deliberation 
among themselves, the federal officers retreated, 
unwilling to try to arrest the elders while they 
were engaged in ceremony. A few days later the 
command post was removed, and the govern- 
ment began negotiations with the tribes. 

For now, Ward Valley is safe. After years of 
resistance against great odds, the tide has 
changed. Through a series of successful court 
challenges, legislative barriers and scientific and 
economic analyses, the defense of environmen- 
tal justice and religious rights for the indig- 
enous peoples of the r.egion and the growth of 
a potent grass roots movement, decision mak- 
ers have no recourse but to retreat from plans to 
bury nuclear wastes at Ward Valley. 

Acknowledging the defeat of the Ward Valley 
dump, California Governor Gray Davis has ap- 
pointed an Advisory Committee to present him 
with options for radioactive waste disposal. 
Since I was appointed to consult with the Scien- 
tific Panel advising the Advisory Group, I have 
attended every meeting and made numerous 
presentations to the group. Concepts such as 
intergenerational equity, environmental jus- 
tice and the precautionary principle were con- 
sidered foreign to the panel whose membership 
■o was dominated by those associated with the 
I nuclear industry and its academic allies. The 
f Bay Area Nuclear Wastes Coalition, the Fort 
| Mojave Indian Tribe and San Francisco Bay Area 
s Physicians for Social Responsibility presented 
| the most far-reaching option calling for a cessa- 
x tion of nuclear power, internalization of waste 
containment costs, on-site in highly engineered 
storage facilities, segregation of the waste stream 
by hazardous life, generator liability and source 
reduction. Other environmental groups engaged 
in the process have supported compromise mea- 
sures that lead us down the dangerous path of 
appeasement. The other options to be presented 
to the governor include disposal in shallow land 
burial sites and generator immunity to crimes 
against the future. The public must remain vigi- 
lant so that we will not have to fight other shallow 
landfills in some minority community elsewhere. 

I leave the Barrackmans' home as the sun lies 
low in the western sky on its descent beyond the 
Paiute Mountains. I am full with the stories within 
the stories. The songs have had a meditative, 
almost hypnotic effect on me. Part of the haunt- 
ing beauty of this desert is the inconceivable age 
of the land, the course of its rivers through millen- 
nia. A metaphor for distant time can be found in 
the great vistas of unmediated landscape where 
one can almost see the very curvature of the Earth. 
As I look toward Avi Kwa Me, I hear the abiding 
rhythm of the rattle and the elders' voices as old 
as we have known rivers and mountains. 

For more information about Ward Valley or the 
Storyscape Project, contact 2760 Golden Gate, San 
Francisco, California 94118; (415) 752-8678; 
pklasky@igc.org. 

Philip M. Klasky is a writer, teacher, poet and 
environmental activist living in San Francisco. He 
holds a Master's degree in Geography and Human 
Environmental Studies and is director of the Storyscape 
Project, working to preserve indigenous story, song, 
language and sacred lands. 


Atrocity at Medicine Lake 

Geothermal Mining on Sacred Ground 


by Michelle Berditschevsky with Peggy Risch 

Looking northeast from Mount Shasta, the Medi- 
cine Lake Highlands volcano rises out of a sea of blue- 
green forested hills. Encompassing California's most 
diverse volcanic fields on the state's largest shield 
volcano, the area is one of the major sources of water 
flowing into the Sacramento River. The volcano's 
caldera was formed when the deep flow of molten 
magma caused the dome's summit to collapse in late 
Cenozoic times, creating a 500-foot deep oval crater 
four by six miles. Later eruptions built a ring of smaller 
volcanoes around the rim of, the basin. The azure 
waters of Medicine Lake lie embedded in this million- 
year sculpture of volcanic fury. The landscape's haunt- 
ing textures comprise lava flows and mountains made 
of glass-like obsidian, white pumice, dark boulders, 
silver-green mountain hemlock, tall forests reaching 
into vast clear skies, home to eagles, goshawks, mar- 
tens, fishers, rare bats and unknown numbers of 
sensitive plants, pure lakes and springs. 

For 10,000 years, as far back as memory and signs 
hewn in stone can reach, the Medicine Lake High- 
lands have been a place of traditional spiritual prac- 
tice. To Native American tribes known as the 
Ahjumawi (Pit River), Modoc and Shasta, as well as 
more distant tribes, the landscape is a living scrip- 
ture in which higher beings have left messages for 
the first people of the lapd. Today, the people 
continue their prayer, vision 
quests, healing and subsistence 
practices in the highlands. 

In this remote area there are 
no freeways, trains, factories, 
power lines, bright lights. Nar- 
row winding roads take you to 
places with evocative names like 
Glass Mountain, Pumice Craters 
Lava Flow, Yellow Jacket Ice 
Cave, Red Shale Mountain, Burnt 
Lava Flow, Painted Pot Crater 
and Medicine Mountain. Absent 
is the steady grinding roar of 
engines that we have become 
accustomed to. The industrial 
obsession with resource extrac- 
tion has not gotten a foothold 
here and will not if Native Ameri- 
can and environmental defend- 
ers have their way. 

The agency decided to cancel 
one proposed geothermal indus- 
trial "park" in the Medicine Lake Highlands, al- 
though it is unfortunately planning to develop the 
other. Each of the complexes could cover up to eight 
square miles with power plants, well fields, toxic 
sump ponds, roads, above-ground steam pipes and 
transmission lines, all within half a mile southeast 
and two and a half miles northwest of Medicine Lake. 
Steam plumes, night lighting, chemical odors, risks of 
well blowouts and pipeline leakage, and the noise of 
years of well drilling, construction and operations 
would intrude into the air and water, the star-paved 
night sky and the serenity of the landscape. 

Glass Mountain on the northeast rim of the caldera 
is a prime source of high quality obsidian, valued for 
projectile points and ceremonial uses by tribes as 
distant as the coastal Yurok. Wild currant, goose- 
berry and other local plants are used as food; 
woodwardia is gathered for basketry. Prince's pine 
and mountain hemlock are used for healing, as is the 
pure water from lakes and springs. Their association 
with specific sites give medicinal plants spiritual 
properties that contribute not only to physical but 
also spiritual levels of healing. 

The highlands are "more than archaeological sites 
and human remains, " says Theodore Martinez, spiri- 
tual leader from the Atsuge Band of the Pit River 
Tribe. "These grounds are still utilized today. If there 
wasn't anything there, you wouldn't feel anything 
when you go there, and you would go back with the 
same sickness you came to heal." The energy under 
the ground "is tied to everyone of these mountains 


around there, tied to Medicine Lake, the springs, 
the meadows, the plants, the animals. There are 
things we're talking about that aren't acknowl- 
edged as part of our culture. That energy that they 
want to take, that's a part of the spiritual power 
living there. The whole Caldera is an energy cen- 
ter, that's why they call it Medicine Lake Highlands. 

Developers and bureaucrats have a different vi- 
sion for the area. Between 1982 and 1988, the 
Bureau of Land Management (BLM) auctioned off 
leases on 134,000 acres in the Medicine Lake High- 
lands with practically no public disclosure, based on 
a "finding of no significant impact" for environ- 
mental assessments issued jointly by the BLM for 
subsurface resources, and by the Forest Service as the 
surface managing agency. 

By 1995, two multinational energy corporations, 
Sanjose-based Calpine and Omaha-based CalEnergy, 
had acquired holdings in the highlands. By 1997, 
each company submitted development plans on their 
respective leases at Fourmile Hill and Telephone Flat. 
The Bonneville Power Administration, a federal agency 
which had contracted to buy power from the compa- 
nies, has promised $20 million if the projects go 
online. Proposals for the two power plants, each 
costing roughly $100 million to build — with associ- 
ated wellfields, pipelines and transmission lines — 
were evaluated in Environmental Impact Statements 
(EIS) released in 1997 and 1998. Based on the promise 
of development rights, the 
two companies have invested 
millions of dollars on pur- 
chasing leases and conduct- 
ing these studies. 

Within weeks of release of 
the environmental docu- 
ments, the Native Coalition, 
homeowners and environ- 
mental groups mobilized, 
combingthrough documents, 
attending public meetings, 
educating the public and over 
the years submitting exten- 
sive written comments to the 
agencies. Native Americans 
and other activists protested 
at the US Forest Service office 
in Alturas. Martinez per- 
formed a traditional prayer 
ceremony, and posters decried 
"stop the rape and desecra- 
tion of our sacred lands." The 
Pit River Tribe and the Native Coalition have strength- 
ened their network, developing an informal Native- 
Bioregional Alliance with the Mount Shasta Bioregional 
Ecology Center. In the past year, the alliance has sent 
two delegations to Washington DC to educate higher 
level decision makers on the sacred meaning of this 
extraordinary landscape. 

The geothermal projects are driven by "green en- 
ergy" subsidies. The California Energy Commission 
has pledged $49 million over five years to the two 
companies, assuming the projects begin operation by 
January 1, 2002. And on a national scale, the Depart- 
ment of Energy has launched the Geowest Initiative 
calling for geothermal mining to meet 10 percent of 
the West's electrical needs by the year 2020. As critics 
point out, that is support diverted from conservation 
efforts and cleaner energy alternatives such as solar. 

Unlike fossil fuels, geothermal does not produce 
large quantities of the "criteria pollutants," particu- 
larly carbon dioxide, sulfur oxides and nitrogen ox- 
ides. However, geothermal has its own set of impacts. 

Geothermal development taps large underground 
beds of boiling brine, a hot viscous substance that 
contains mercury, arsenic, boron, cadmium and other 
hazardous compounds sitting on top of magma-heated 
rock. To mine the brine at the highlands, developers 
would have to drill more than 80 wells during the 45- 
year life span of the two 49 megawatt plants. Drilling 
production wells, an arduous 25 to 90 day process, 
requires boring down 9,000 to 10,000 feet. Miles of 
above-ground, high-pressured pipelines would carry 



Medicine Lake Highlands 


the 400-degree Fahrenheit water to a power plant. 
These nine to 10-story power plants would be the 
tallest buildings in rural Siskiyou County, in the midst 
of the Modoc and Klamath National Forests. 

Inadequately weighed against the loss of Native 
American culture and irreversible environmental dam- 
ages, the plans project 19 permanent jobs, an annual 
revenue of $ 1.3 million to Siskiyou County and federal 
royalty payments totaling $15 to $25 million over the 
first 20 years of the project. Of the 98 megawatts the 
two companies propose to extract, only 80 megawatts 
would be left over from running the two plants. That 
energy — along with the estimated 400 megawatts the 
projects do not immediately propose to extract — 
dould be better obtained by intelligent energy conser- 
vation, the coalition is saying. 

In the face of the evidence, and in the face of two 
multinationals with legal resources, the agencies 
find themselves between a rock and a hard place: 
"Construction of the projects would significantly 
impact an area holding spiritual and cultural signifi- 
cance for regional Native Americans, states a Wash- 
ington DC-issued Forest Service briefing document. 
"There is a concern that denial of the projects would 
be a taking of property rights associated with the 
geothermal leases." 

In July 1999, the Keeper of the National Register of 
Historic Places designated the entire Medicine Lake 
Caldera — "an interrelated series of locations and natu- 
ral features" — eligible as a Traditional Cultural District 
which strengthened the case for protection. 

The Keeper, Carol Shull, cited "the historic and 
continuing value of the area to Native Americans for 
maintaining their traditional cultural identity." The 
Forest Service has yet to evaluate important areas 
outside the caldera, including sites in the Fourmile Hill 
area. The Advisory Council on Historic Preservation 
and the California State Historic Preservation Officer 
have taken strong positions to assure that decision 
makers adequately consider traditional cultural val- 
ues. Yet even with the National Register designation, 
one of the biggest difficulties encountered in the 
process to protect these sacred lands are cultural differ- 
ences in how the land and impacts on it are consid- 
ered. Developers and land managers tend to reduce the 
land to an object of grids, profit charts and product 
outputs, juggling quantities so that it seems possible to 
mitigate impacts. 

In the words of Jerald Jackson, spiritual leader of 
the Modoc Tribe, "The Spirit of Creation, just being 
there with what I call my relatives — sun, wind, 
trees, rocks, brush, everything that God has cre- 
ated. I'm part of that when I'm out there at that 
altar, and it continues when I come away from that 
altar. That water out there, Medicine Lake, is sacred 
because it's the life blood of Mother Earth. It's also 
the life blood of the people." 

To Native Americans, cultural restoration — ensur- 
ing that places and traditional ways vital to cultural 
survival are preserved — means taking care of the land, 
listening to the land, the plants and the animals, the 
wind. As Willard Rhoades, spiritual elder of the Pit 
River T ribe, has put it: "Working on protection of these 
places lets you be adopted into the land. This is what 
allows you to understand." 

For more information, please address your in- 
quiries to POB 1143, Mount Shasta, CA 96067; 
(530) 926-3397; shastamedicine@snowcrest.net. 

This article originally appeared in Terrain Maga- 
zine a publication of the Ecology Center in Berke- 
ley, California. 

Michelle Berditschevsky is executive secretary for the 
Native Coalition for Medicine Lake Highlands De- 
fense and coordinator of the Mount Shasta Bioregional 
Ecology Center. Peggy Risch is an environmental re- 
search associate at the Mount Shasta Bioregional 
Ecology Center. 
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The Proposed Destruction of the Mt. 

WilHprnPM Arpii onrl 


Looking into the Mt. Evans Wilderness Area 

Guanella Pass runs for 25 miles on the border of the Mt. Evans Wilderness Area 
in central Colorado. At its south end, the tiny dirt road begins in the village of 
Grant in Park County and Pike National Forest. It runs north into Clear Creek 
County and to its alpine summit of 1 1,600 feet, then it enters Arapaho National 
Forest and continues down to Georgetown, west of Denver. It is a uniquely 
beautiful and pristine country road which is mostly unpaved and seldom 
subjected to county maintenance. It is entirely recreational, with no use in the 
winter. If visitors are quiet and watchful, they can usually see some of the 
abundant wildlife including bighorn sheep, mountain goats, elk, deer, cougars, 
bears and even lynx. It has long been a favorite of locals (human and animal) 
who wish to avoid pavement. 

Sadly, the Federal Highway Administration (FHA) has been unable to find 
enough legitimate projects on which to spend its billions of dollars, so it has 


resorted to trying to convert unspoiled mountain roads like Cottonwood 
and Guanella Passes into highways. And who proposed the Guanella Pass 
Environmental Impact and Feasibility Statements? M.K. Centennial Engi- 
neering Company (subsidiary of the giant construction contracting com- 
pany Morrison Knudson), front runner to get the whole job for $40 to $75 
million. The FHA picked them to protect our environment? For the past eight 
years, Centennial Engineering has been paid millions of dollars to study this 
project and sell it to the public with misleading reports and fancy dog and 
pony shows demonstrating how beautiful the road will be when it's fully 
paved, widened, straightened and manicured. 

The truth is that this project will allow much more traffic and higher 
speeds, according to the Feds' own studies. Incredibly, one of the justifica- 
tions the FHA is using for this project is additional safety. Obviously, 
increased pavement leads to increased speeds, and increased speeds lead to 
increased danger for vehicle occupants, pedestrians and wildlife. Also, 
according to the Feds' report, the project would increase the volume of traffic 
over the next 1 5 years by 225 percent into a "protected" wilderness area that 
is already "exceeding maximum tolerable usage." However, the Feds say that 
they won't stop this project for environmental considerations or public 
opinion; that's the county commissioners' job. 

The public meetings and opinion polls have shown that 96 percent of the 
county commissioners' constituents oppose any reconstruction on the 
Guanella Pass road. But despite the wishes of the communities involved, 
despite the effect of eight to 14 years of heavy construction with over 100 
heavy dump trucks a day in these small canyons, despite the effects of 
construction on local families and businesses, and despite forever causing 
extreme overuse of the Mt. Evans Wilderness Area and ruining the cherished 
rural character of Guanella Pass, five out of six county commissioners involved 
won't veto the project. They say, "the issue is too complicated for the public to 
understand" and "the public must be ignored." 

Now the FHA has this project on the fast track so it won't lose its budget or 
logistical advantages. Then it intends to take our tax money and use it to destroy 
something we love for financial benefit. It's wrong. Let's not allow it. 

The key supporters of the project are Park County Commissioners Cecil 
Delange and Jerry Solberg, POB 220, Fairplay, CO 80440; (719) 836-9572; and 
Clear Creek Commissioners Ms. Fabyan Watrous, Ms. JoAnn Sorensen and Mr. 
Bob Poirot, POB 914, Georgetown, CO 80444; (303) 679-2300. 

For more information, contact the Mt. Evans Wilderness Society, POB 893, 
Winter Park, CO 80482. 

— Mt. Evans Wilderness Society 


Wetland^ Burial Grounds Ai Slake', in Winnebago Land-grab 


by Christine Geovanis 

Blind military veteran Tom Ditzler returned to 
court on July 17 in his battle to prevent Winnebago 
County from seizing a large portion of his land for a 
four-lane highway extension project. Opponents of 
the land-grab of Ditzler's property, which they assert 
houses rare wetlands and Indian burial grounds, have 
vowed to engage in civil disobedience to prevent the 
county from pushing forward with the project. 

Winnebago officials began clearcutting timber on 
Ditzler's property on July 1 2, one day before the last 
scheduled court date in the case, despite a veto of 
quick-take legislation five days earlier by Illinois 
Governor Bill Ryan as well as growing local and 
regional opposition to the county's land seizure. 
Three protesters were arrested on Ditzler's land the 
same day, including Ditzler's daughter Christine, 
and charged with offenses that include throwing 
mud at officials. The protesters and witnesses flatly 
deny the charges. 

"The county simply refuses to honor the principles 
of due process in this case," says Jessie Crow, a local 
organizer of the land protection effort and one of the 
individuals arrested. "Tragically, we see our elected 
officials putting the almighty dollar ahead of both 
basic rights and the environment. Dozens of groups 
are united in fighting this land grab, and we won't 
give up." 

Winnebago County is seizing the wetlands on 
Ditzler's property for $17 million. Ditzler has not 
been compensated for his land to date, and local 
opponents say the road could be built much more 
cheaply — and the wetlands and burial mounds pre- 
served — if the route were changed. 

To undercut opposition to. the road-building 
project, county officials have threatened to file law- 
suits against critics, including Myles Goddard, an 
anthropologist and archeologist from Du Page Col- 
lege who has identified Native American burial 
mounds on the site. The county has produced its 
own experts who dispute Goddard's assessment of 
the negative impact of the roadbuilding project on 
Native American mounds and artifacts. 

Other groups that have rallied around the fight to 



Habitat for herons or highways for Winnebagos? 


preserve the wetlands include members of the Ho- 
Chunk Nation, the Iowa Tribe of Oklahoma, Illinois 
Conservation Voters, Winnebago County Concerned 
Citizens and the Chicago Direct Action Network. 
Supporters have traveled from as far away as Texas to 
prevent the land seizure, and activists have begun a 
treesit in one of the oldest oak trees endangered by 
the clearcutting. 

Activists also charge the county with race-baiting. 
Last week, the Chicago Tribune reported county con- 
cerns that opposition was driven in part by some 
local residents' fears that public housing in the 
region would be expanded in the wake of the 
roadbuilding project. The area through which the 
extension would be built currently houses two pub- 
lic housing projects managed by the Winnebago 
County Public Housing Authority — Concord Com- 
mons and the smaller Champion Park complex. 
Both projects are overwhelmingly African-Ameri- 
can and low-income. The county is currently at- 
tempting to win funds from HUD's HOPE VI grant 
program, which places a strong emphasis on demo- 
lition, to raze Champion Park and replace it with a 
"mixed-use" residential development that they say 
in conjunction with the road project, will help boost 
economic development in the region . HOPE VI 
projects are often implemented in combination 
with business tax credits and other financing incen- 
tives to spur commercial development. 

The program has been strongly criticized by 


affordable housing advocates, who charge that 
HOPE VI developments typically displace more 
than half of the low-income residents whose homes 
are razed through the program, and that it often 
intensifies land-grabs of valuable real estate by 
commercial developers. 

For-profit commercial developers have begun to 
show increasing interest in land around the area 
^ that houses both Tom Ditzler's Kent Creek prop- 
I erty and the Champion Park/Concord Commons 
» projects. Land values in the area are low by local 
| standards and marked by open spaces and undevel- 
3 oped wetlands, in stark contrast to the rest of 
Winnebago County, which includes the city of 
Rockford, Illinois. But lack of a major road corridor 
through the area has helped to stall commercial 
and upscale residential development. 

County officials also argue that local public hous- 
ing residents need the road extension to gain access 
to jobs, health care, education and other basics, 
arguing that it currently costs public housing resi- 
dents $23 by cab to access full-service grocery stores 
and other amenities. Opponents of the land-grab 
say the county's professed concern for low-income 
minority residents' well-being is at best late in com- 
ing, and at worst, hypocritical. 

"Now the county says only the road can remedy 
these inequities," Cookson adds. "But Winnebago 
County has betrayed public housing residents so far. 
Why should we believe that their vague promises 
don't veil a larger land-grab that ultimately will 
benefit commercial developers at the expense of 
local residents and the environment? We've seen it 
before in cities like Chicago, in the so-called "mixed- 
use" redevelopments of housing projects like Henry 
Horner Homes and Cabrini Green. These are noth- 
ing but push-outs of public housing residents — 
ethnic cleansing, if you will — for the benefit of 
commercial real estate developers. The likelihood 
that Winnebago County will promote the same 
strategy — with devastating consequences for the 
environment and the people — is very high." 

For more information, contact Wetland Warrior, 
3350 Cunningham, Rockford, IL 61102; (815) 332- 
7044; wetlandwarrior@hotmail.com. 
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Peoria Food Fight over Genetic Engineering 


by James Bell 

Red Gate Earth First! made the trip down from 
Chicago on May 12 to meet up with other anti- 
biotech activists in Peoria, Illinois. We camped out- 
side of town and enjoyed a beautiful star-filled night 
around the fire. David Pittman, a local Peoria orga- 
nizer, came by to give us the latest. He spoke about 
how we would be joined by irate farmers outside the 
Peoria Civic Center where the US House of Represen- 
tatives Agriculture Committee would be taking testi- 
mony from farmers about federal farm policy. Only 
problem was that the farmers weren't invited by the 
committee! Instead, the 21 individuals inside testify- 
ing as farmers were representative of large agribusiness 
interests. The topic of how biotech foods are destroy- 
ing the American farmer would most likely not be 
discussed. We aimed to bring that discussion into the 
streets and onto television screens and newspapers. 

Early May 1 3, members of Congress were greeted by 
a cornucopia of about 30 protesters; a walking picket 
line protesting biotechnology and genetically modi- 
fied food. Activists were dressed as mutant corn cobs, 
fish tomatoes and monarch butterflies. Signs read: 
"The USA is not a democracy it is a corporate dictator- 
ship," "No FrankenFoods!," and "Let me choose the 
food I buy." The costumes reflected some of the many 
concerns over genetically engineered (GE) foods. 

The Peoria Journal Star that morning had a great 
"above the fold" front page story on the protest, 
which brought good press coverage. Adding to the 
surreal nature of the mix of congresspeople, farmers, 
news media and activists were hundreds of families 


attending Bradley University's graduation ceremo- 
nies taking place concurrently in the Peoria Civic 
Center. Some student's mom was videotaping or 
grandma was taking her granddaughter's graduation 
photo next to a giant mutant ear of corn! 

The protest called for federal hearings that are truly 
representative of those impacted by federal farm 
policy, immediate labeling of biotech ingredients in 
all consumer foods or removal of all biotech foods 
from the market, and extensive independent re- 
search into the safety of this radical new technology. 

This important protest came on the heels of the 
biotech industry's announcement of a multi-million 
dollar preemptive strike on farmer and environmen- 
talist concerns. "There is no doubt in my mind that 
we are a clear underdog in this effort. Industry has 
budgeted $ 50-million a year for advertising and tens 
of millions of dollars more on public relations, lobby- 
ing and campaign contributions," states Jim Slama, 
President of Sustain and publisher of Conscious Choice 
Magazine. Sustain's Rally to Stop Genetically Engi- 
neered Foods in late 1999 was the first large-scale 
protest against genetically engineered foods in the US 
and received significant national and international 
media coverage. 

The Keep Nature Natural Campaign is a national 
initiative to flood the Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA) with comments asking for stricter regulation 
for GE foods. At the heart of the campaign is a legal 
petition filed by the Center for Food Safety, which 
demands the establishment of stringent pre-market 
safety testing regulations and mandatory labeling for 
GE foods. The Center for Food Safety has ongoing 



Bt-comman knocks out the butterflies in Illinois 


lawsuits against both the FDA and Environmental 
Protection Agency concerning the safety of GE foods. 
An unprecedented coalition of more than 50 con- 
sumer, environmental, scientific, farm and health 
groups have already signed on to the petition. In 
addition, Whole Foods Market and Wild Oats, the 
nation's largest natural food retailers, have signed on 
to the campaign and will encourage customers to 
comment to the FDA. 

Please write and request that the agency's current 
policies be changed, and voice support the for points 
in docket #00P-121 1 \CP1. Write Commissioner Jane 
Henney, Docket No. 00p-1211 \CP1, FDA Dockets 
Management Branch (HFA-305), 5630 Fishers Lane, 
Room 1061, Rockville, MD 20852. 

To download flyers and postcards to encourage the 
FDA to label GE foods, see www.keepnatural.org, or 
www.foodsafetynow.org. For more information, con- 
tact Red Gate Earth First!, 3400 West 111th St, #154, 
Chicago, IL 60655; friends@enteract.com. 


Swppmg The Hole in HeadwaTens 

by Eeyore, North Coast EF! 



The last few months have been something of a roller-coaster ride for the 
fight to save the "Hole" in the Headwaters, Timber Harvest Plan (THP) 520. It 
started with a lawsuit filed by Environmental Protection Information Center 
(EPIC) and the Sierra Club jointly against both Pacific Lumber (PL) and the 
California Department of Forestry 
(CDF), contending that CDF had 
wrongly filed PL's request for helicop- 
ter yarding in the "Hole" as a minor 
amendment, instead of a major amend- 
ment, which would require a public 
comment period. 

In the hopes of protecting the "Hole" 
while the lawsuit goes through, North 
Coast Earth First! (NCEF!) set up a 
blockade of the only road into the 
area on June 4. The blockade consisted 
of a bipod with a lockbox and two 
monopoles that supported a cargo net. 

Pacific Lumber volunteered to tempo- 
rarily hold off logging until the lawsuit. 

NCEF! decided to maintain the block- 
ade, given PL's duplicitous nature in the 
past. On June 12, the blockade was 
raided and torn down by camouflaged 
Humboldt County Sheriffs and PL Secu- 
rity. PL was able to cut down the bipod 
sitter's platform and lower him down in 
spite of the lockbox. The blockade was torn down quickly by PL security, with many 
of the EF!ers' personal possessions getting burned while the Sheriffs watched. Two 
were arrested that day. 

On June 24 we opened an action training camp on Elk River Road, right by the 
entrance to the Headwaters Preserve, where we received incredible support from 
the local community, whose water rights to the south fork of the Elk River would 
be trashed should the "Hole" get logged. The camp was a lot of fun and showed 
just how far we have come in exposing PL's shoddy forest practices. 

On June 28, Judge Quentin Kopp held a hearing on whether to place an official 
injunction on THP 520 until the issue of the major amendment could be heard. 
On July 10, he ruled that a temporary restraining order was called for, but only 
if EPIC/Sierra Club could produce a $250,000 bond to reimburse PL for lost 
harvesting time if they won the case. After a great deal of worry and work, the 
money was produced, with large donations coming from big names such as 
Bonnie Raitt, Don Henley and James Garner at the zero hour. The camp has been 
shut down for now, pending the hearing on the major amendment. 

If we win, the changes to THP 520 will have to undergo public comment; 
however, CDF has the ultimate role of deciding whether or not the "Hole" can go 
through with the new changes, something which would go against what we've seen 
the Board do in the recent past. The show’s not over yet, not by a long shot; we just 
have a brief intermission for now. 

For more information contact NCEF!, 1825 11th St, #4, Areata, CA 95521; 
(707)-825-6598; ncef@humboldtl.com. 


Stop the logging, save the coho salmon! 


Ramsey Gulch Treesit Hangs On 


Through the combined efforts of many Earth First! activists, concerned local 
residents and the Canopy Action Network, the Ramsey Gulch treesit that began 
on June 19 has now evolved into a tree village consisting of several more trees and 
two more tree-sitting activists. Although a restraining order has recently been 
issued against all activists who enter San Jose-based Redwood Empire's property, 
activists were not deterred from delivering fresh supplies of food and water on 
July 2. The tree village consists of seven trees connected by ropes, and continues 
to be a necessary tool for protecting the trees and drawing the public's attention 
to the illegal harvesting methods of Redwood Empire. The logging operations 
have been moving closer to the treesit, but spirits are high in the tree village. 

Blackbird, the first resident to occupy the tree village, has said, "I'm not going 
to come down until there's some agreement on protecting this area." Ramsey 
Gulch, located in the Corralitos watershed in southern Santa Cruz County, 
California, has been heavily impacted by logging since 1850, and the cumula- 
tive impact on the land has greatly increased in the last 10 years. 

The Santa Cruz County Board of Supervisors voted last November to pass 
special logging ordinances to protect the best interests of local residents, the 
watershed, the forests and wildlife. The ordinances, which prohibit logging 
within 50 feet of a stream, are designed to protect not only threatened steelhead 
habitat but drinking water as well. Redwood Empire's Timber Harvest Plan (THP) 
for Ramsey Gulch is in willful violation of these ordinances, as trees in streams and 
along stream banks have been cut, and many fallen redwoods have been left in 
streams. Although California Forest Practices Rules state that cut trees may not be 
left in streams for more than 24 hours, these trees have been left in the streams 
for a week or more. Many more redwoods are marked to be harvested. 

Activists are also concerned about the excessively steep terrain of the forest. 
These types of soils are easily eroded and could lead to landslides if the root 
systems that hold the hillsides in place are destroyed. One tree faller reportedly 
walked off the job because of concerns over safety while falling trees on such 
extreme slopes. Other concerns include the diminishing streamside canopy 
(reducing it further will raise stream temperatures, which can kill certain fish 
species) and increased understory growth. 

Last year, Roger Burch's Redwood Empire had over 30 violations of the California 
State Forest Practices Rules with its logging operation in nearby Gamecock Canyon. 
Most were never mitigated. An anonymous activist with Santa Cruz Earth First! 
says, "Laws are enforced on trespassers trying to expose logging violations, while 
Redwood Empire continues to disobey county ordinances that protect timber lands 
in watersheds." The environmental activists want to see the forest rules enforced 
consistently, and maintain that more sustainable logging methods must be 
practiced to ensure healthy forests and ecosystems. 

Northern California forest defender Redwood Mary stated, "It is going to take 
strong local citizen participation to make sure the forests here are not destroyed 
by destructive logging as they have been in Mendocino County. It is also going 
to require the support of people from all over to help save our international 
treasures... the last of the world's redwood forest ecosystems." 

Please call and write the Santa Cruz County Board of Supervisors, 701 Ocean Street, 
Santa Cruz, CA 95060; (831) 454-2200; 454-3262 (fax). For more information, 
contact Santa Cruz Earth First!, POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA 95061; (831) 425-3205. 
Donations can be made to Plight of the Redwoods, POB 2856, Ft. Bragg, CA, 95437. 

— Santa Cruz EF! 
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Editor's Note: Welcome to a special enlarged Earth Eastern Oregon and Washington under the guise of February 27, 29 plate glass windows were smashed at 
Night News. There have been many actions under the 'pest management', treating wildlife as some num- a San Francisco Macy's as well. Following the July 9 
cover of darkness over the last few months. Over 30 anti- bers on a graph. The list goes on. action, the ALF released the statement, "Our intent 

genetics actions have happened in the US in the past year. On that note, we strongly advise our allies to was not to hurt anyone. The ALF has declared an 
Every night, brave warriors for the Earth sabotage the cease their quibbling with the Forest Service over open-ended war on all abusers. We will not let up 
work of animal torturers, gene manipulators and earth details of their genocidal plans i.e. roadless policy, until all life is free. Abusers beware!" 
destroyers. In the past two years, these types of actions promises of no logging on public land etc. The Anti-Genetix 

have increased in number and in damage done. As these sooner we realize that the Forest Service, like indus- • Reclaim the Seeds entered a joint owned federal and 
types ofactions become more effective, police and govern- try, are capitalists driven by an insane desire to university research facility in Albany, California for 
mental repression becomes more extensive. Please take make money and control life, the better. Then we the second time since a hit in January. Part of the 
time to research your targets. Don't get caught! can start taking more appropriate action. communique follows: 

- - EarthLiberation a- As for .the feds— we know that you are stepping May 21, Today, dawn's early light found the 

•A group called Revenge Of The Trees! torched two logging up the pressure by harassing press officers and resistance gardeners of Reclaim the Seeds cutting 
company offices on May 7. The communique follows: other absurdities. What you don't realize is that into two structures in order to uproot a variety of 

Sunday, May 7, ROTT (Revenge Of The Trees!) set we are infiltrating your ranks and gathering our research crops, 
fire to Holbrook Inc., headquartered at 1425 Wash- own information. We could be that temp worker This was our second visit to the USDA's Agricultural 

ingtonSt., Olympia, Washington. ROTT takes credit typing away on your disgusting computer. We Research Service Western Regional Research Center, 
for gutting this timber company who runs lumber could even be your secretary or intern. We are The USDA operates this facility * along with 
trading operations in Tacoma and Chehalis in everywhere and nowhere and we are watching. the University of California's J\ 

|C I Wf v TSBB&gL addition to the lumber For wildness and an end to industrial society. Plant Gene Expression Cen- / \ 

"TT IT~ ILd y ard at the Port of Animal Liberation ter, whose researchers / - 

Ttll ilEK ll Olympia. We de- • The action described in the following communique have found their ge- .. 

stroyed computer regarding the release of 613 chickens comes after a netically mutilated S’ x ) 

equipment used to May 7 liberation of 240 chickens from Dai-Zen Egg corn destroyed on 

manage Holbrook Farm in Burlington, Washington: several occasions at { 

a. \ ; ■; Inc.'s online ven- With the June 23 premier of Hollywood's new film other sites as well. / 

ture called Chicken Run, the Animal Liberation Front (ALF) ex- Our work inside a ^ 

. eTimber, a logging posed the truth behind egg farms. The ALF is claiming greenhouse and 

industry informa- responsibility for the liberation of 61 3 chickens from shade enclosure was un- 

tion and commerce Sunny-Cal Eggs in Beaumont, California. fortunately cut short (no pun intended) by a security 

^ site. A small office As audiences watched Chicken Run for the first guard, but, thankfully, it's only just the beginning of 

_ Of - ■ • 1 that Holbrook time, the ALF took action by breaking into sheds at the growing season. 

'Jr* WAR' * eases out to an ‘ this modern day concentration camp. We obtained After our raid and decontamination of a transgenic 

SeCffip mills other timber com- video documentation of the horrendous and inhu- wheat experiment in early January, men in suits from 
pany, CITIFOR Inc., was also heavily damaged. mane conditions inside this factory farm. the FBI showed up to reconfigure the site's security. 

Logging is just one aspect in this capitalistic indus- Billions of real live chickens suffer immensely on They added fencing and gates around the greenhouses 

real battery egg farms every day. Just like those in inside the property's perimeter, roving video cameras, 
the movie, each and every one of these chickens motion detectors and floodlights. Later that month, 
has her own personality, the capacity to suffer and the National Institute of Justice and the University of 
•OnJune29, the ELF delivered the following communique a desire to live. And just like the characters in the California Police Departments at Berkeley and Davis 
regarding tree spiking in Indiana: movie, the owners of such animal concentration held a symposium titled: "Ecoterrorism — Safeguard- 

The Earth Liberation Front would like to make camps care about nothing more than profits. To ingResearch — Techniques &Tools for Protecting Open 
public that we have placed hundreds of spikes in maximize production and profits, four to six birds Space Research Areas and Facilities— A Crime Preven- 
trees in the timber sales that are about to be cut on are crammed into cages barely larger than half a tion TrainingSymposium. "Their slogan claimed that, 
Crooked Creek Road in Brown County and Buskirk sheet of newspaper. "Domestic crime targeting biotechnology is the emerg- 

Road in Monroe County. These spikes have been All 613 chickens were placed in homes and will ing anti-technology crime of the new millennium." 
placed both high and low in the trees to prevent the never spend another day in a cage.... Since we had nothing better to do that day, we went 

cutting of the trees. The trees are now worthless at With vegan dog treats and manipulation of and gained a better understanding of how the FBI and 
the mill and dangerous to cut down. We ask that this gates, we fenced off guard dogs, cut through 5 other outfits use technology to protect research areas, 
action be widely publicized in order to prevent perimeter fences and entered the massive com- We decided to take some time and figure out how to 
injury to any timber workers who might be working pound where we carefully loaded the chickens circumvent the new setup, and after a great deal of 
in the area. It is not our intention to cause any harm into carriers and delivered them to safety. planning found a way back into this monstrous laby- 

to anyone. We also hope that this action will dis- Until human beings learn to take responsibility rinth. We believe that with enough preparation, luck, 
courage companies from buying timber sales in the for this earth and all her creatures, it will remain and a few tools of the trade, the powers of darkness 
state forests. This is a warning to all those who want necessary for compassionate individuals to act out- cannot keep us out of their greenhouses and labs, 
to turn the beings of the earth into cash. We are side the law on behalf of the innocent. Ultimately, our fear of a dead planet is greater than our 

committed to protecting every last square inch of Go vegan. 
our forests that remain. Too much has been lost, let 
the corporations beware, the ELF is everywhere 


will not stop until this whole stinking system rots! 




incredible diversity, 
We will continue. 
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FBI Targets Minnehaha Activists 


by Emily 

While it seems almost everyone entertains some 
real concern of investigation by the feds, we in 
Minneapolis have recently had the inauspicious 
opportunity to have FBI Special Agent Stephen 
Anderson of the Minneapolis Bureau Office walk 
into our lives to do just that. The intention here is 
to sketch the situation in general terms, as an 
update as well as an advisory to those who could 
find themselves in similar positions. 

The circumstances in Minneapolis are an out- 
growth of the movement to stop the reroute of 
Highway 55. They are unique in that the campaign to 
stop this highway was supported by thousands of 
people from many communities who came together 
in a complex and ultimately tight coalition to protect 
a neighborhood, urban wilderness and sacred sites. 

Repressive actions against those working to stop 
the road project were a constant, but actions taken by 
the police during a raid of the encampment in 
December 1998 and during several arrests in the 
summer of 1999 were particularly violent. On these 
occasions, several nonviolent protesters were tack- 
led, pepper sprayed at point blank range, beaten 
while prone and motionless, and denied proper 
medical attention. The tactics of the Minneapolis 
Police Department and the Minnesota State Patrol 
were abhorrent and generated major outrage. 

The police brutality elicited responses ranging from 
marches to forums to calls for a Justice Department 
investigation of local law enforcement. People were 
searching for some way to hold the cops responsible 
for violating our family and friends. It has become 
clear that the letters sent to the Department of Justice 


have elicited the most dramatic response. 

In June, FBI Special Agent Stephen Anderson began 
calling on those letter writers saying that he was 
investigating the allegations of police brutality against 
the protesters. He has since spoken to several people 
involved in the resistance to the reroute. 

This situation is complicated because the genuine 
care and concern for our brothers and sisters in struggle 
has activated the very agency charged with the sup- 
pression of domestic dissent from the status quo. 
While it was never anyone's intent to activate this sort 
of FBI presence in the community, the Justice Depart- 
ment, unsurprisingly, has delegated the task of inves- 
tigation to the boys who brought us COINTELPRO. 

We don't know if this is a "legitimate" investigation 
with limited scope or a divide-and-conquer strategy to 
alienate those who would never talk to the feds from 
those who seek reform from within the system; an 
effort to assemble dossiers on local activists or an 
attempt to determine who will or won't talk to the FBI. 

We do know that those who met Anderson have 
been impressed by his friendliness and casual manner. 
He reportedly has not pressured interviewees to name 
names or speak about topics they would rather remain 
silent on. We also know this is a tremendously serious 
situation with major consequences. 

Taking all this into account, almost all those di- 
rectly victimized by the police have decided against 
speaking with Special Agent Anderson. Others have 
spoken out to the larger community about concerns 
that the FBI investigation is at best a double-edged 
sword more likely to cut us off from each other than 
to separate the bad from the good. 
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grown for profit and the ** ^ jwggg fg 

pleasure of the rich and have 

no social value i.e. better, weed-free putting greens for 
your local corporate exec. Grass, like industrial culture, 
is invasive and permeates every aspect of our lives. 
While the golf trade journals claim that 'golf courses 
provide suitable habitat for wildlife', we see them as a 
destroyer of all things wild. 

Just last week, a German researcher released a study 
that showed that transgenic traits can flow between 
species; in this case bacteria in the gut of pollinating 
bees and GE canola. This study wears down the 
industry propaganda that GE is safe and that these 
experimental releases of mutated organisms have no 
harmful ecological impact. 

In an 1997 Environmental (Economic?) Assessment 
prepared for PST, there are arrogant and ignorant 
statements made that their use of simple five-foot 
pollen barriers (of cereal rye) would somehow prevent 
the cross-pollination of transgenic traits from GE trials 
into the environment. In light of the German experi- 
ments and the multitude of cases of genetic pollution 
worldwide, we find it hard to believe that the pollen in 
these experiments and others will not jump simplistic 
rye barriers. Once again, the convenient blinders of the 
researchers, corporations, the biotech industry and 
capitalism rear their ugly heads. 

The final tally for the night? Two research green- 
houses had hundreds of experimental grass pots/ 
flats overturned, stomped and ripped up. Seven 
research plots of non-native, invasive grass species 
were pulled up, ID tags/flags were scattered, hun- 
dreds of stakes were pulled or rearranged and in- 
sightful messages were left behind. PST's sign was 
modified to read 'GE Seed Testing' as greenhouses 
cheered us on with slogans like 'PST-Growing GE 
Grass for The Rich' and 'Nature Bites Back.' Golf 
balls with circle A's (international anarchist symbol) 
and the letters AGA embossed on them were scat- 
tered on the site along with cute AGA golf figurines 




t in trashed greenhouses and 

experimental grass plots. 
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Golf season is upon us. ..This is a call to FARMS! 

For Wild Nature. 


• On the weekend of July 8, anti-biotech activists 
destroyed 75 percent of a six-acre field of genetically 
modified oilseed rape at Wold End Farm in Chipping 
Camden, Gloucestershire, England. *A week later, 
another field owned by the same company, Aventis, 
was destroyed at Wood Farm in Hemel Hempstead. 
Beginning the night of July 8, Scotland's only full 
scale farm trial was attacked two nights in a row. Two 
separate quarter acres of oilseed rape were destroyed 
at New Craig Farm, near Daviot, Aberdeenshire, Scot- 
land. All four attacks have persuaded some farmers to 
pull out from the full scale farm trials for fear of 
further direct actions. Due to the amount of research 
destroyed, the outcome of the entire full scale farm 
trial program in England may be wrecked. 

• On July 13, the ELF took action against Cold Spring 
Harbor Laboratories in Long Island, New York. De- 
stroyed were two acres of GMO corn and many green- 
houses worth of seedlings. Several trucks were 
monkeywrenched and anti-biotech messages were 
spray-painted everywhere. It is estimated that two 
years of research was ruined. 

DNA tests to identify "rioters" 

Partially consumed hamburgers stolen in an attack 
on a London McDonald's during demonstrations are 
enabling those involved to be identified. DNA readings 
from saliva samples are expected to produce several 
names. More DNA evidence was gathered from blood 
on broken windows. Everyone arrested in the capital is 
now required to submit a DNA sample. The fast-grow- 
ing database has led to hundreds of arrests. 


community of resistance in Minneapolis. It can 
be difficult for people wanting so deeply for some- 
one to be held accountable to refuse to speak to 
someone who offers to do something about it, but 
it is now clear to most that such cooperation 
carries long-term risks far greater than possible 
(yet very unlikely) short-term gains. 

Educating ourselves and each other has been 
critical in this matter. Agents are trained to gain 
our confidence and make us comfortable with 
their presence. We need to be clear that when the 
FBI comes to our community our dignity, solidar- 
ity, credibility and lives are at stake. 

In Minneapolis, as anywhere else, it is vital 
that everyone knows what to do when an agent 
knocks. We must all be confident that we don't 
need to answer that door. We can take an agent's 
card and tell them we will have our lawyer call. 
We should have a lawyer present for consulta- 
tion during any FBI interview should we choose 
to talk. We can simply say, "I don't talk to the 
FBI" and walk away. 

Above all, we need to discuss these matters 
before the FBI comes around and we must de- 
velop relationships with each other that are 
stronger than the cop's tactics. This way we can 
refuse to play the fed's game, remain tight with 
each other and continue our shared and effective 
struggle in true solidarity. 

Editor's Note: On the night of July 14, during an 
anti-biotech conference in Minneapolis, the FBI and 
DEA violently raided a house where many organizers 
were staying. Known activists were beaten severely by 
agents. Check next issue for a full story. 


Fan The Flames 

Contact and safety info for communiques. 

For Security: 

Be sure to read the security section of Ecodefense. 

Check out security. tao.ca/ and 
www.enviroweb.org/ALFIS/security/ 
physical.html for more detailed security strate- 
gies, with email and internet tactics. Be extremely 
careful and do the research on security so you don’t 
get caught! Assume all mail is read by authorities. 
Use pseudonyms, encryption, etc. 

Surf the web anonymously with 
www.rewebber.de andwww.anonymizer.com. Be 
sure to empty the cache and erase the history on 
your internet browser each time you use it as well. 
(Most internet browsers havs a help function for 
detailed instruction on how to do this). 

For Anti-Genetix: 

Send communiques to, Genetix Alert Press Of- 
fice, 787 Ellsworth, Memphis, TN 38111; (901) 438- 
9907; 458-9907(fax)(call other number before 
faxing); genetixalert@tao.ca. 

To read consistently updated information on GE 
test facilities and fields, as well as action updates, 
news and movement philosophy, check out 
www.primalseeds.org and www.tao.ca/-ban. 

For Earth Liberation: 

Submit communiques to, North American ELF 
Press Office, POB 4783, Portland, OR 97208; (503) 
478-0902; 478-0903(fax); elfpress@tao.ca. 

For Animal Liberation: 

Send communiques to, North American ALF 
Press Office, POB 3673, Courtenay, BC V9N 7P1 
Canada; (250) 703-6312; (419). 858-9065 (fax); 
naalfpo@tao.ca. 

For loads of animal liberation information and 
detailed short and long term security advice for 
underground direct actions check out 
www.nocompromise.org. 

Other Earth Night Info: 

The above listed press offices are independent 
pro-direct action organizations who work closely 
with other above ground earth and animal libera- 
tion and anti-genetix groups. The press offices 
have no knowledge of the person(s) carrying out 
any underground actions. 

For updated and archived direct action news 
check out the World News Archive of Direct 
Action Updates: www.enviroweb.org/ALFIS/ 
news/OO/index.html 

Please support our comrades behind bars, check 
out: www.enviroweb.org/ALFIS/people/ 
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GuyAMA— L and op Many KIate^s 


by Malaika Scott 

Guyana, a country on the northeastern coast of South 
America, bordered by Brazil, Venezuela, Suriname and the 
Atlantic Ocean, is often considered the last frontier in the 
Caribbean region. Geographically South American, but his- 
torically, socially and culturally Caribbean, this wild land 
boasts a wealth of jungles, mountains, savannas, lakes, rivers, 
creeks and waterfalls. Its name is an Amerindian word which 
means "land of many waters," an apt one, since the country 
is criss-crossed by hundreds of 
rivers and creeks. It has no 
white sandy beaches like its 
Caribbean sisters, and in order 
to revel in its natural beauty, 
one must travel to the interior 
of the land. 

To speak of "our Guyana" is 
to invoke the principle of na- 
tional sovereignty, which im- 
plies the absolute ownership 
not only of territory but also of 
all national resources. But the 
country is so heavily depen- 
dent for economic survival on 
investment financed from ex- 
ternal sources that one wonders whether Guyana has the 
capacity to fully assert its sovereignty. Each of these economic 
ventures carries conditions, often implied, which erode na- 
tional sovereignty if only because of the inability of the 
society to monitor compliance with the terms of agreements. 
This particularly is the case in the natural resources sectors. 
The proposed development of a rocket launching facility here 
is one such example. The security demands of that type of 
operation will invade a large area of territory, including the 
associated air space. 

In 1 997, reports surfaced indicating that Beal Aerospace 
Technologies, a North American company, had earlier in 
the year approached the Guyana government with a 
proposal that it set up a rocket launch base in the Waini 
region of the northwest district of Guyana. This was 
followed by an invitation by the government to Beal in 
1999. Since then, concerns have been raised about the 
nature and impact of the project and the terms and 
conditions that are being negotiated between the two 
entities. Now the government of Guyana is intent on 
closing the deal, but most of the negotiations are still 
being kept from public scrutiny. 


Undoubtedly, the environmental resources of Guyana have 
generated considerable interest within the past several years. 
This is reflected in repeated references to our rich biodiversity 
and in the number of interests which have converged on our 
forests, our mountains, our rivers and our savannahs. 

Other operators who have targeted our biological resources 
for collection and study hail from biodiversity-poor countries 
and enjoy de facto unrestrained access to all parts of the 
territory, largely because of inadequate monitoring capacity 
on the part of national and local regulatory agencies. 

In other natural resource sec- 
tors, mining and forestry, the 
picture is equally alarming. 
There is constant physical deg- 
radation of the environment 
from chemical pollution of 
soils and waterways. In the 
Moruka-Waini area, a newly 
granted concession for com- 
panies to log the Guyanese 
rainforest presents a threat to 
the area's archaeological re- 
sources. Although several ar- 
chaeological sites have already 
been identified, parts of the 
landscape have not been ex- 
plored. Many existing sites do not have proper legal 
protection, increasing their encroachment by commercial 
development. Evidently, this is a situation of double jeopardy, 
as this area is the proposed location for the rocket launch site. 

The area has been denounced as a swampland, but one 
must pause to consider the consequences of systematic 
destruction of the mangrove forests which provided a first 
line of defense against the encroachment of the ocean — the 
retreat of the shoreline by several hundred metres since the 
start of colonisation. 

The government has declared that a signing of the agree- 
ment is imminent, but no final date — beyond the end of 
the month of March — has been identified. The reason for 
the delay may be partly attributable to the activity of 
organisations and individuals in raising issues which de- 
mand a greater appreciation on the part of the government 
of the complexities of the deal. Our organisation, Guyana 
Is First, has used all the media at its disposal in an effort to 
sensitise the public to aspects of this deal and also to 
question why it is being negotiated in a manner that shows 
scant regard for the populace. 

For more information contact guyanaisfirst@netscape.net. 



A waterfall in the Guyana jungle. 
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Killer Algae Invades 
Southern California 

A mutant algae responsible for kill- 
ing marine life throughout the Medi- 
terranean has now invaded the seas 
off San Diego. The ocean weed smoth- 
ers marine plants and animals, and 
releases a toxin that can destroy the 
eggs of many smaller species. Divers 
monitoring the growth of trans- 
planted eel grass discovered the algae 
on June 12 in a lagoon near the 
Cabrillo Power Plant I. That plant 
pledged earlier this year to restore 
marine habitat off of Carlsbad, Cali- 
fornia, about 20 miles north of San 
Diego. Scientists are moving quickly 
to destroy the algae. 

The algae, Caulerpa taxifolia, has 
devastated more than 10,000 acres 
of Mediterranean seabed off France, 
Spain, Monaco and Italy. Caulerpa 
drives out most sea life,* carpeting 
the ocean floor and using up oxygen 
in the water. The algae smothers fish- 
eries and clam beds, and prevents 
animals from grazing on inverte- 
brates in bottom muds. Corals, 
sponges and seaweeds are all smoth- 
ered by its advance. A toxin in the 
algae can kill the microscopic ma- 
rine organisms that form the basis 
for most marine food chains and 
harms the eggs of marine animals. 
The algae has also found a foothold 
in the waters off Sydney, Australia. 

Researchers believe the toxic algae 
was developed as an aquarium plant 
by biologists at the Stuttgart Zoo 
aquarium in Germany. Other aquari- 
ums adopted the bright green, fern- 
like plant as a cover for their artificial 
seabeds as well. The Oceanographic 
Museum of Monaco apparently 
dumped some of the algae into the 
Mediterranean in 1984, where it 
spread to cover 1,000 acres by 1992 
and more than 10,000 acres by 1999. 

Zimbabwe and China — 
Illegal Ivory for Guns Deal 

In an ivory for weapons deal, Presi- 
dent Robert Mugabe of Zimbabwe is 
said to have received several thousand 
AK-4 7 (Kalashnikov) automatic assault 
rifles from China in exchange for more 
than eight tons of ivory. China deliv- 
ered the weapons in May, while the 
ivory was flown during the same time 
from Zimbabwe via Libya to China. 

At the Convention on International 
Trade in Wild Species of Fauna and 
Flora (CITES) conference in April in 
Nairobi, it was decided that no ivory 
could be sold worldwide. Zimbabwe 
had applied for permission to sell 10 
tons of ivory, but was turned down by 
the deciding governments from more 
than 140 nations. 

During the conference, the state- 
ment by the Zimbabwe delegation, 
which claimed that there would be 
no illegal killing of elephants and 
that the elephant population would 
be growing, was refuted by the present 
delegations and experts. Now even 
Zambia confirms that in the Zambezi 
Valley the illegal killing of wildlife 
and especially elephants on the Zim- 
babwe side of the border has increased 
tremendously. Already last year, more 
than 1,000 carcasses of killed el- 
ephants were counted. 

While Kenya had opted in April for 
an even stronger protection status for 
the African elephant, the trade ori- 
ented CITES organization had man- 
aged to urge Kenya to withdraw that 
proposal, which would have placed 
the African elephant under total pro- 
tection. The renewed ivory smuggling 
on such a large scale makes it dear 
that any dealing in ivorv will be the 
end for the African Elephant. 
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I think Tiomin is trying to enslave us 
again. This area has a history of slavery. 
My own greatgrandfather was brought up 
here as a slave. I would hate to see that in 
the year 2000 these things are coming back 
again — because basically that is what it 
means if Tiomin is allowed to put up that 
facility there. 

— Ted. Majaliwa Kombo, in Dongo 
Kundu 

The coastline of Kenya, from the port 
of Shimoni to the ancient village of 
Mambrui, is under severe environmen- 
tal threat from irresponsible mining. 
The Kenyan coast is a stunning tropical 
paradise, with 250 miles of palm -fringed 
beaches, blue lagoons and magnificent 
coral reefs. Tourism, Kenya's largest in- 
dustry, depends on this pristine beauty. 
Many endangered species — including 
the only bands of colobus monkeys on 
the east African coast and Kenya's last 
remaining herds of Sable antelope — 
depend on the coast's fragile tourist 
stressed ecosystem. 

Conservation International lists 
Kenya's coastal forest as one of the 
world's 25 hotspots — places of extraor- 
dinary biodiversity that are seriously 
threatened. A new threat now endan- 
gers these forests as well as the coastal 
waters and agricultural communities 
of the Digo and Kamba peoples. The 
company is negotiating an agreement 


with the government to strip-mine 
four coastal sites for titanium, prima- 
rily used to make a white pigment for 
paint, plastic and paper. The first site, 
64 square kilometers in Kwale District, 
will be mined for at least 14 years. It 
will generate around $47 million an- 
nually, according to a Tiomin news 
release. All vegetation and physical 
structures will be removed, and min- 
eral deposits will be exposed to a depth 
of more than 30 meters. 

A coalition of local communities, con- 
servation and human rights organiza- 
tions called the Coast Mining Rights 
Forum is energetically protesting the 
Tiomin titanium mine. They charge that 
Tiomin violated Kenyan law by negoti- 
ating agreements before an indepen- 
dent Environmental Impact Study (EIS) 
was completed and without the consent 
of the affected population — around 
5,000 people at the Kwale site alone. 

In Kwale, indigenous Digo and Kamba 
plant coconuts, maize, beans, rice and 
cassava between the coastal forests and 
dunes. Tiomin says it will relocate these 
farming families for up to 20 years 
during the mining operation, then "re- 
habilitate" the region and let the farm- 
ers return — but they have provided no 
written plan for the relocation nor for 
the environmental rehabilitation. The 
agreement commits Tiomin to pay re- 
located farmers an annual lease equal 
to a pitiful $.07 per day, plus a $150 
relocation benefit. 


Kenyan scientists warn that it may 
never be safe for people to live in the 
area after Tiomin mines it. When 
community organizations commis- 
sioned an independent (EIS) by pro- 
fessors at Kenyatta University, they 
found "appreciable amounts" of ra- 
dioactive uranium and thorium in 
the titanium deposits. Tiomin has 
offered no plan to monitor radia- 
tion, nor appropriate precautions for 
worker safety and prevention of soil 
and water contamination. 

The Kenyatta University EIS also 
warns that titanium mining will cause 
erosion and siltation of rivers and 
coastal waters, damaging coral reefs 
and mangrove ecosystems that are 
already affected by pollution. If 
Tiomin is allowed to build a major 
port at Shimoni, the fledgling local 
eco-tourism industry will lose out to 
industrialization dominated by a 
multinational corporation. 

Kenya's Coast Mining Rights Forum 
asks for your help to persuade Kenyan 
government officials to immediately 
halt Tiomin Resources' titanium project 
until specific environmental and social 
conditions have been met. 

Please stnd a polite letter to Kenya's 
Minister of the Environment, Dr. 
Mohammed Isahakia, The Permanent 
Secretary, Ministry of Environment and 
Natural Resources, 6th Floor Maji 
House, Ngong Road, POB 49720, 
Nairobi, Kenya. 



The Maroli-Umbergaon Port 

India Hell-Bent on Development 


"This is where it all started!" Shekar 
told me. "We should go make some 
salt!" 

We were sitting on the beach in the 
Indian state of Guj arat, the birthplace of 
Mahatma Gandhi. In the 
shade of a young pine for- 
est, thousands of women in 
colorful saris and men in 
simple work clothes were 
gathered, chanting and giv- 
ing speeches. 

Just over one year ago, 
the government's plan to 
build a mega-port here in 
Umbergaon (with the help 
of NATELCO, an Indian 
phone company, and 
UNOCAL) was made known 
to the local Adivasi villages 
by a government worker. 

He was going from hut to 
hut, cheerfully asking each 
occupant if they wanted 
monetary compensation or 
a piece of resettlement land, 
since they were about to be kicked out of 
their homes. 

The port is planned at the mouth of 
the Varoli River, one of the most fertile 
estuaries in India. The majority of the 
villagers are illiterate fisherfolk, who 
fish offshore in small, personally owned 
boats or harvest fish on foot from the 
fragile. Khazans, rich tidal wetlands 
along the shore. There are 21 villages 
within the 10-km radius of the core 
project area, with a combined popula- 
tion of around 14,000 people. 

The Maroli-Umbergaon port is to be 
an all-weather, multi-cargo mega-port 
estimated to cost $300 million. An 
independent inquiry released by the 
Indian People's Tribunal on Environ- 
ment and Human Rights— a group of 
lawyers, judges and human-rights activ- 
ists — has criticized the port on several 
points. The group's concerns include 
environmental damage to fragile wet- 
lands, lack of disclosure of information, 
lack of participation of the people in 
decision-making, pushing forward in 


the face of total opposition by the local 
people, the lack of acceptable resettle- 
ment options for those affected by the 
port, double-standards on environ- 
mental regulations and the fact that 





May 1 rally against development in Umbergaon. 

there is no need for another mega-port ine whai 
on this coast. The group accused the Althoi 
planners of "looting people in the name obtain t 
of development." being rei 

The planned port would require dredg- faced nc 
ing the Varoli River Estuary in order to Welcom 
create a deep channel and turning circle the worl 
for massive tankers. Land will then be After t 
"reclaimed" from the sea to create an wandere 
artificial outer harbor. The entire coast- pointing 
line will be effectively realigned, remov- "we kno 
ing barriers that naturally break wind a foreigr 
velocity, including sand-bars, coral reefs felt, anc 
and mangroves. This will intensify the reasons 
effects of cyclones in the area making it lent this 
less useful as a port. If yot 

Perhaps for these reasons, or due to to visit 1 
local protests, UNOCAL quietly pulled Kinara 
out of Umbergaon, in order to "focus on kinarab 
other projects in India." Other 

The rally on May 1, when the port by 
Tribunal's report was released, only drew dent oi 
about 2,000 participants — mostly Rashtra 
Adivasi villagers and predominantly Prime 1 
women— from the local fishing villages. Vajpayt 
Adivasis are the tribal indigenous popu- 1 10 00<- 


Stop The Itoiz Dam Now! 

Actions in The Netherlands Call for an End to Construction 


by Kata and Flip 

At 6 a.m., June 20, a group of about 
30 people constructed a wall of bricks 
in the door of the Spanish Embassy in 
the Hague, the Netherlands in protest 
against the building of the Itoiz dam in 
the Basque Country of Spain. This ac- 
tion took place in response to the court 
case against two women activists who 
managed to stop the illegal building of 
the dam for some time in 1998. 

On the night of September 21, 1998, 
two women sabotaged 54 machines 
used for road building and dam con- 
struction. Insisting on being held ac- 
countable for their actions, the women 
gave themselves up freely the next 
day. Their court case, however, did not 
take place until May 8 this year. 

The Navarran Government has de- 
manded a three-year prison sentence 
plus payment of large fines for both 
women. The solidarity action at the 
Spanish Embassy in The Hague was 
symbolically demonstrating what it is 


like to have an unwanted dam in front 
of your house. Two protesters climbed 
the balcony and hung a banner reading 
"S.O.S. Itoiz!" The activists demanded 
that the Spanish Ambassador publicly 
disclose the real reason behind the con- 
struction of the Itoiz dam, declared ille- 
gal by the Spanish courts for years, and 
to ask why peaceful protest against file- 
gal projects receive such extreme pun- 
ishment. 

The dam's construction will flood a 
35-km-long valley in the Basque Coun- 
try. Not only is this valley an environ- 
mentally sensitive area, it contains nine 
villages that will all disappear under 
water. Contrary to Navarran Govern- 
ment statements, the Itoiz Dam will 
not produce much extra electricity and 
no serious plans for irrigation exist. 
The dam has become a prestige project 
of the Navarran Government and a 
project riddled with corruption, nepo- 
tism and bribery. 

Although people have been peace- 
fully protesting against its construction 


since 1985, building of the Itoiz dam 
went ahead in 1994. It was then that 
the group Solidari@s con Itoiz started a 
campaign of nonviolent direct Action 
to stop the construction. The best 
known of these actions took place in 
1996 when eight people sawed through 
cables used to transport cement and 
other buildingmaterials above the dam. 
After giving themselves up, the activ- 
ists were seriously beaten and have 
each received prison sentences of five 
years. There have been several nonvio- 
lent direct actions since then. 

The action in front of the Spanish 
Embassy took place on the heels of the 
recent Solidari@s con Itoiz Tour of Eu- 
rope in which the group drew interna- 
tional attention to the struggle against 
the Itoiz Dam and the severity of the 
punishments given to their actions. 

Stop the Dam, Save the Valley! 

For more information, contact 
Solidari@s con Itoiz, 
solidarios@this.zzn.com; 
www.eusnet.org/partaide/solidarios. 
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lation of India, and have little education 
or economic power. 

"The people are scared to come out," 
I was told by another activist from 
Bombay. They expected many more 
people at the rally, but police 
brutality in recent months 
has had the desired effect of 
intimidating the locals into 
submission. The crowning 
point was on April 8, when 
former army colonel and 
two-time war veteran Colo- 
nel Patrap Save (pronounced 
S AH-vey) slipped into a coma 
while being beaten in police 
custody. He died on April 
20, in the hospital in 
Bombay. He was from a 
highly respected local fam- 
ily and the head of the Kinara 
Bachao Sangharsh Samiti. It 
was a clearly stated message 
to the locals: "See, look what 
we can do to Colonel Save. If 
we can do this to him, imag- 
ine what we can do to you!" 

Although the family has the right to 
obtain the hospital reports, they are 
being refused. The police involved have 
faced no punishment or investigation. 
Welcome to the largest democracy in 
the world! 

After the May 1 rally, a police officer 
wandered around with a video camera, 
pointing it in people's faces as if to say, 
"we know who you are." My presence as 
a foreigner with a camera was strongly 
felt, and may have been one of the 
reasons the police did not become vio- 
lent this time. 

If you are visiting India and want 
to visit the communities, contact the 
Kinara Bachao Sangharsh Samiti; 
kinarabachao@yahoo.com. 

Otherwise, you can show your sup- 
port by writing letters to the Presi- 
dent of India Dr. K.R. Narayanan, 
Rashtrapati, Bhavan, New Delhi or 
Prime Minister of India Mr. A.B. 
Vajpayee, South Block, New Delhi 
110 004. 
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Working with environn 
not an easy task in Rus 
Putin was director of the 
rity Police in 1998 and 199* 
to share the belief that eii 
ists may be working agr 


onmental- 
>t the best 


interests of Russia. Many Russian groups 
and individuals were accused of espio- 
nage for their work against radioactive 
contamination and for nuclear safety in 
1999 and 2000. In arresting environ- 
mentalists and others, the Russian po- 
lice have ni3.de wixle use BE the practice 
of planting drugs on them, human rights 
activists have said. 
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Dinosaurs, Polar Bears 
and Sir John Browne in 
the Streets of Calgary 


by Tookf.r Gomberg 

"You're under arrest. Come with us," 
the police officer tells me. "Two options: 
you can ride your bike down to arrest 
processing, or the second option is to get 
a car to drive you down there. " It seemed 
the message of our group was getting 
through! Why use oil when there are 
sustainable alternatives? 

We were in Calgary, Alberta, Canada, 
at the World Petroleum Congress (WPC) 
June 11-15, where 3,000 delegates from 
the world's largest oil and gas compa- 
nies gathered to compare notes and 
plot the extraction of the planet's hy- 
drocarbons. Images of Seattle danced 
in activists' heads, and the End of Oil 
Action Coalition was born. The goal? 
To put forward the proposition that 
more oil meant more trouble, and to 
urge a quick transition towards renew- 
able, clean energy from the sun and the 
wind. The petroleum pirates have much 
to answer for: an environment degraded 
by oil spills and poisonous fumes, a 
climate cooking from burning ever- 
more gasoline, and human rights atroci- 
ties from slavery in the Sudan to Ken 
Saro-Wiwa and eight others hanged 
in Nigeria, all for oil. With so much 
criminal activity unleashed on our 
fragile planet by this industry, the 
authorities chose to arrest me. 

After parking our bikes inside the po- 
lice station, (at last — indoor bike park- 
ing!), I emptied my pockets, belt and 
shoes into a small locker, and called a 
lawyer. My "crime?" Breaking the con- 
ditions of a previous release. It was true — 
I had spoken into a megaphone in front 
of Suncor Energy's offices a few days 
prior. In doing so, I broke a condition 
from a previous arrest prohibiting me 
from being within 500 metres of any 
Suncor property. They claimed to have — 
gasp — caught me on videotape speak- 
ing at the scene. They should have 
nabbed Rick George, CEO of Suncor. His 
company is strip-mining huge tracts of 
northern Alberta to extract oily tar sands 
and then cooking it to extract the oil. 
Left behind are vast tailings ponds and 
denuded ecosystems. And 
Suncor's future plans in- 
clude more strip mining, 
this time to extract oil 
shale in Australia, right 
next to the Great Barrier 
Reef heritage park. 

Instead, as might be ex- 
pected, the police and lo- 
cal media welcomed oil 
execs with open arms, and 
tried to squelch the "radi- 
cals" from discussing sus- 
tainable alternatives. At 
its best, a democratic so- 
ciety would welcome 
views divergent from the 
status quo. But the pro- 
testers were dubbed "rioters" and treated 
to incessant, ignorant coverage by much 
of the corporate media. The Calgary Sun's 
Associate Editor Paul J ackson maintained 
that The End of Oil Action Coalition 
was funded, along with the Seattle and 
DC protesters, by donations from 
Saddam Hussein, Osama bin Laden and 
Moammar Gadhafi. Another newspa- 
per piece told how protesters liked to 
use laser pointers to blind police. Then 
there was the article that fumed about 
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protesters "prowling” around the malls 
like pimps, preying on impressionable 
teenagers and inviting them to join 
the counter-petroleum teach-in and 
the rallies. Words like "riot," "disrup- 
tion," "tear-gassing," "fires" and 
"burnings" figured prominently in 
newspaper reports. But nary a word 
was mentioned about the billions of 
dollars spent annually to advertise and 
sell the car — the main oil user, and 
one of the most advertised products 
on the face of the planet. There was 
hardly a hint of the hubris of the 
petrol-crackheads gathering to plot 
our continued addiction to oil. 

The top three players in this fossil 
fuels game of Russian roulette are 
Exxon/Mobil, BP/Amoco and Shell. 
Together, the annual revenue of these 
three companies is greater than the 
combined Gross National Product of 
160 of the world’s nations. These are 
the monsters that roam and devour 
the Earth, the air and the water. And 
on a whim they sentence popula- 
tions to servitude or annihilation. 

Given the massive police presence, 
there was but one thing to do — take 
back the streets! The Radical Cheerlead- 
ers burst onto the scene in fashionable 
black skirts and red tops, coincidentally 
the same colour scheme as the bicycle 
cops. Who would have guessed that the 
cops would drape themselves in a social- 
ist/anarchist colour combo! "Solar, wind 
are safe and clean, let's shut down the oil 
machine! We are here to let you know, 
the time has come for oil to go! " Not that 
BP/Amoco was listening. It is proceed- 
ing to build the Northstar project, the 
world's first Arctic offshore oil drilling 
operation. This while the Arctic is criti- 
cally impacted by the burning of deadly 
quantities of oil and gasoline. Arctic 
ice has shrunk in thickness by 40 per- 
cent in just four decades, and the Arc- 
tic is warming up at a rate of three to 
five times faster than the planetary 
average. As the ice melts the polar 
bears suffer. They rely on the ice to get 
out and hunt for seals. With less ice, 
polar bears are losing weight. They are 


Red Gate EF! Defends Ole Miss 


by James Bell 

The Army Corps of Engineers 
launched its River of Dreams 
partnering conference in St. Louis on 
June 16. About 300 people were ex- 
pected to attend, including represen- 
tatives of the barge industry arid other 
river interests. But the Corps didn't 
expect Mark Twain to show up backed 
by a cast of giant puppets handmade 
by Art & Revolution, Red Gate Earth 
Firstiers, and others. It's lunchtime at 



the conference, and the Army Corps 
generals and other brass sit eating 
their lunch at the Regal Riverfront 
Hotel. Suddenly, lunch sounds cut to 
silence as the view outside the restau- 
rants' window is obscured by 1 1 -foot- 
tall corporate giants shuffling by, bob- 
bing faces of Archer Daniels Midland, 
Cargil and Con-Agra. All heads inside 
turn and follow, focusing on the gi- 
ant puppeteers' hands; dangling three 
Army Corps human puppets from 
strings. Faint river music filters in, 
and down the sidewalk Mark Twain 
speaks into the mic. 

"Thank you all very much. 1 appre- 
ciate the opportunity to be standing 
in front of you fine people today, 
even if the event that brings us here is 
one that has given me a particular 
sense of alarm. The Mississippi River 
has been around for millions of years 
before man came along to tamper 
with it, and it's my assumption that it 
will be around for millions of years 
after we're all dead and gone, so the 


meddling of the human race prob- 
ably is no more consequence to the 
river than ants crawling across the 
foot of an elephant. But still, for the 
people, critters and other living things 
that depend on the river for suste- 
nance and enlightenment, the 
situation. ..seemed dire indeed." 

The papier-mache puppets, formed 
out of old newspapers, attracted the 
very media that gave them life — 
namely the St. Louis Post Dispatch and 
Quad City Times. News of the protest 
traveled the length of 
the river. A host of na- 
tional and regional en- 
vironmental organiza- 
tions participated in an 
early morning press 
^ conference, adding sub- 
| stance and rhetoric to 
? the puppets antics. 

| In the Army Corps' 
| wake lies the fate of the 
| Mississippi River. Cre- 
I ating that wake are gi- 
ant barge interests, ma- 
jor agribusiness and the 
Farm Bureau as they 
lobby for the expansion of locks and 
dams on the upper Mississippi. This 
is a multi-billion dollar taxpayer 
funded project that a coalition of, 
national and local environmental 
groups would rather see sunk. Even 
the Army Corps' own economist, 
Donald Sweeney, has come out as a 
whistleblower against this project. 

The Army Corps will be holding 
Corps Partnering Conferences in 
Absecom, NJ on August 17, Austin, 
TX on September 7, and in Anchor- 
age, AK on September 15. In October 
and November there will be Corps 
hearings on the NAV Study EIS in St. 
Louis, Quincy, Peoria, Quad Cities, 
Dubuque, La Crosse and St. Paul. A 
60-day comment period on the EIS 
runs concurrently with the hearings. 

Plan your own protest against the 
Army Corps! To get involved in de- 
fending the Mississippi, please con- 
tact Sustain; 920 N. Franklin #301; 
Chicago, 1L; 60610; www.sustain.org 
and www.riverofdreams.org 


Stickin' it to the Army Corps 



"Let's shut down the oil 


suffering from our oil habit. 

Smiling and confident, Sir John 
Browne, CEO of BP/Amoco, waltzed into 
Calgary and was embraced like a hero. 
Compare that to the greeting accorded 
to two articulate critics of the industry 
who tried to enter from the US. They 
were put in shackles, strip searched, 
detained overnight for questioning and 
finally refused entry. If they were kept 
out, I figured I would try to get in to the 
congress. It took some chutzpah, but I 


snuck right in to a media scrum and 
challenged Sir John on his integrity. He 
speaks of his company's com- 
mitment to solar power, yet 
BP continues with massive 
oil expansion plans. 

Yet even with the 
clampdown, 2000 protesters 
were heard on the streets of 
Calgary, along with a quartet 
of dinosaurs. The bicycle- 
-o riding Dinosaurs Against Fos- 
! sil Fuels traveled to Calgary 
^ from Vancouver, British Co- 
| lumbia, and put on a capo- 
s' vating performance in their 
I colourful long-tailed dino- 
saur costumes festooned with 
cowboy hats. They sung 
machine!" modified old favourites like 
"You Can't Get to Heaven (in a limou- 
sine, 'cause the Lord don't sell no gaso- 
line)" and chanted "Cars suck, bikes rule 
and extinction stinks! Using oil is for 
fossil fools." Others played a modified 
sort of hockey game in the shadow of 
the Shell tower. It was Earth against 
Shell, and by treachery and greed, the 
Shell team was leading. The Earth team 
almost succumbed until a sudden in- 
fusion of people power turned the tide 
and brought Shell to its knees. We 


made the front pages. We confronted 
Sir John Browne. We sung our concern 
and illustrated alternatives with pup- 
pets and dinosaurs. And we had a blast. 

Are there lessons? Sure. The cops 
work top down. We're thriving with 
lateral thinking and cooperative orga- 
nizing that keeps 'em guessing. We're 
tapping into tremendous, powerful, 
subsurface energy, especially youthful 
energy, and'it's ready to boil. When the 
petrol-heads gather, we'll be there. They 
can no longer plot and gloat without a 
challenge. We'll roll out the dinosaurs 
and the puppets, the songs and the 
signs. We'll create our own media. We'll 
organize. We'll build the links between 
labour, social justice and ecology. Maybe 
we don't have the power and wealth of 
160 nations, but we do have a passion 
to speak out and articulate a better way. 
The corporations are in the game for 
the money; we're playing for our lives, 
for the air we breath and for the 
world bequeathed to the future. It's 
time for the alternatives to oil and 
gas to grow legs and start walking. 
Just like we did, for six days in the 
streets of Calgary. 

For information, contact the End of 
Oil Action Coalition: 403-703-9463; 
no_oil@tao.ca; www.tao.ca/~no_oil/ 




narchy 



What is anarchy? 

<hlnarchy comes from the Greek word anarchos 
meaning without government and has nothing to 
do with chaos. To replace centralized authority , 
anarchis ts would like free decentralized communi - 
ties run on mutual aid (a symbiotic relationship of 
caring for each other) and voluntary~cooperati on. 
Without elite’s the community would decide whalt 
to d 

Anarchists oppose the state in all its forms 
seei ng it as an obstacle to true freedom an d 
IfEerty.V We oppose national borders as well as 
nationalism. Free people should have no limits 
because the ideas of ethnic or cultural superiority 
are destined to recreate the same injustices we 
have today. We reject private property and money 
as tools of social inequality. 


This is “Green Anarchy' 


The paper is by some folks from Eugene 
Oregon and elsewhere who want to spread 
awareness of a green anarchist alternative. We 

hope to create a new free and green world and 
culture of resistance against those who are 
destroying this one. 

Society Sucks 

^Centralized authority and consumer soci- 
ety are too complex to work without specializa- 
tion. Specialized division of labor alienates us 
from each other and creates the hierarchy 
needed to coordinate production. Hierarchy 
divides society giving rise to a psychology of 
domination which creates those who have power 
and the powerless. The powerless are treated as 


of class, gender, ethnicity, sexual preference or 
Spe cies is intrinsic To mass society. \ Ma$s society 
caiPt be reformed, it must be replaced^* 


Mass society must be replaced with commu- 
nities small enough for each person in them to be 
respected as an autonomous individual. In small 
communities, self determination would replace 
hierarchy. The psychology of domination would 
be replaced with one of mutual respect. You 
can’t fight mass with mass. If our means and 
end are to be consistent, we must o rga niz e in 
networks of auton omous hmallTgroups to re - 
place the state; 



Land and Libert . . 

Consumer society alienates people from the 
earth. By controlling the earth’s resources, the 
state controls soofety. We must end our depen- 
dence onJLhe stdte b\ ta king back the land and 
livinf £§elf sufficiently . ^ By establishing our re- 
lationship with the earth, we undermine the 
psychology of domination that’s destroying it. 
Revolution on the Periphery 
Globalism needs resources from across the 
planet to survive. Those most exploited by it are 
those that work the land, only to have their 
products of there work exported to profit the rich. 
Individuals and communities have nothing to 
lose by taking back the land at the expense of the 
capitalists. Modern life has created many people 
who see themselves on the edge of society and they 
too have nothing to gain from the continuation of 
capitalism^Autonomous, self sufficient commu- 
nities will be needed and easier to establish as the 
state loses control of the land around the world V’ 


Autonomy Now 

We must share the skills needed to survive 
without the state. And we must create a cul- 
ture of resistance to free us from the state. We 
can live free from exploitation by boycotting 
banks, taxes and multi-nationals. We can build 
an alternative green and black economy and 
defend ourselves and the earth by taking di- 
rect action against the state, labs, developers, 

industry, exploitation and bigotry. — 

For a sample of our paper send $2, or to b 
subscribe send $10 for 5 issues to Green Anar-y 
chy PO Box 11331, Eugene, OR 97440, U$A. ‘/ 
Any comments , news or articles can b&7Y 
posted to the above address or emailed to*y/ 
greenanarchy@tao.ca 

Where we’re coming from 

In “ Green Anarchy, ” the paper, we hope to 
reflect and debate the various trends in Green 
Anarchist philosophy. Though these philoso- 
phies often differ, we want to give them airing. 
Our philosophies are varied and include primi- 
tivism, diggers, social ecology, deep ecology, 
situ ationism and in surrectionary anarchy. 
C^The primitivists2 > though they oppose la^l 
bels and ideological dogma, believe that hu-l 
manity lived a peaceful anarchic existence / 4 
for 99% of our history and that civilization) * 
or symbolic mediation was our fall from \ 
grace, leading to the creation of hierarchy j 
and repression. / 

Primitivism views technology and civili- 
zation as an unnecessary evil and believes 
humanity would be much happier and healthier 
outsi de the mo dern industrial world. 

< r~ The digger ^ beliefs evolved from the next 
wave of anarchic visionaries, that of the peas- 
ant revolts of the middle ages; from the heretical 
Free Spijit, the Taborites and other peasant 
revolts(They also make reference to classic an- 
archismlike Kropotkin’s call for self-sufficient 
land based communes like those of the agricul- 
ture collectives in the Spanish Civil War^> 

For the diggers land and liberty are the 
rally cry of many of the anarchists ’ revolts and 
they wish to continue that tradition. They vieu T'i 
fhe means an d the ends o f the revolutionary j 
jSTrugg icxLs being the same. This is th e strugg le / 



What is Government? 


words Pierre Proudhon 1848 
visuals Clifford Harper 1981 



WHOEVER LAYS THEIR HANO ON ME 


IS A USURPER ANO A TYRANT; 


I DECLARE THEM TO 8EMY ENEMY ... GOVERNMENT IS SLAVERY. 




t 









„ Social ecol ogists bfeiv the drift of society into 
cities as one ofTWeration. They view the modem 
world as a historic stage ripe for revolution. They 
want to recreate city states like those of ancient 
Greece. Public debate would direct progress like 
the old town meets of New England. 

Social ecologists are very much influenced 
by Murray Bookchin and view technology as a 
positing^ thing. 


losjJJjit 

C^Deep ecologist s^ w ant to put humanity 
bock into the natural balance and feel hu- 


manity should be part of some ecosystems. 
That the richness and diversity of all life 
forms have value and humanity is not the 
center of this diversity. 

Deep ecologists believe that human popula- 
tion must be reduced so that nonhuman life can 
flourish. Deep ecologists do not believe in arti- 
ficial borders created by governments but bio 
, regiona l ones. 

ationis tf believe that capitalism has 
reduced all experiences to a spectacle. In the 
spectacle, there are actors and spectators; 
producers and consumers. The situationists 
suggest jolting people out of their systemic 
way of thinking, thereby disrupting the spec- 


tacle. In this sense, graffiti, building 
occupations and well placed fires all 
become political acts. 

The situationists want imagination 
and creativity to take power, rather than 
a group of people. They believe in life 
without dead time and a revolution of 

everyday-life . — - — ~- 

\Jrnsnm>r'Hnn*i ry anarchyj s more of the 
classic image of the 19th century anar- 
chists; that of propaganda by deed, direct 
action and armed resistence to the state. 

They have their roots in the tail end 
of the 19th Century but resurface every 
now and then with in groups like the 
Angry Brigade in the UK, the Black Lib- 
eration Army in the US, the Bonnot Gang 
French Anarchist bankrobbers, and that 
of the philosophies of Alfredo Bonanno’s 
Armed Joy. 

(We hope to reflect and discuss these 
different currents in our visions as we’re a 
broad church of ideas and see n o op i nion a s 
the one true pa th to liberatio n. We hope to 
see a 1UUU flowers blossom. J 


FOOD NOT LAWNS! Can You Dig It?!? 


The vast expanse of the forever-green American 
fawn is not only the most resource intensive agricul- 
tural crop in the world, but also an obscene icon to 
dur arrogant privilege and total alienation from a 
life in harmony with nature. 

For those of us living in the cities, it is not 
difficult to see the ways we are disconnected from 
nature, and the cycles out of which we receive the 
elements essential to life. This has enormous impli- 
cations. Agri-culture, taken at the root to mean 
“culture of the soil,” out of which all life springs, is 
related to all aspects of our cultural life. For ex- 
ample, today most of our foods come to us via estab- 
lished cultural institu- 
tions, including erosion of s - 


increasing our overall standard of living. 

Something 1 once hea rcfRamona Africa^ sa^ | 
rings true: “a system so diabol ical that it po i- 
sons the very food that we need to eat, the very I 


water that we need to drink and the very air that 


y we need to breath, needs to be resisted!^ Agricul-J 
ture, a culture based on the respect for and the 
care of the living soil, is the only counter bal- 
ance to the industrial prison in which our world 
is trapped. We need to regain control of our lives 
and free ourselves from a dependency on the 
death machine. To relearn and develop a food 


(and medicine) sl 


_ that is sustainable and 


\inherently non-violent } is the 



topsoil at a rate of 38 
tonnes per acre per year 
and the polluting and salt- 
ing of whole watersheds 
leading to the desertifica- 
tion of once fertile lands 
and mass species extinc- 
tion. We are losing diver- 
sity both in nature and in 
our agricultural systems, 
as represented by a 75% 
decrease in crop diversity 

in the last one hundred years. Besides the “costs” of 
“costs” of production, there are a myriad of social 
implications related to how our “sustenance” reaches 
our tables: colonialism, war, and the use of food as 
a weapon through artificially created famines, em- 
bargoes, etc. One could go on. 

Can we expect the dominant culture of death to 
provide us with the nourishment we need to over- 
come and transcend that very same svstem l/Asy stem 
wherein the same interests that profit from selling 
us the seeds and chemicals by which we “live” are the 
same interests that profit by selling us the drugs 
which compound the ohxsical c^ nd spiritual d epen- 
eration caused by their “fo odJ^ All this under the 
facade of feeding the world, bringing us health, and 

IVUAT 18 (inVERNMENT? iTSBSOI 


CIVILIZATION IS THE PURPOSEFUL SEPAR 
OTHER LIFE: IT IS THE DOMESTICATION OF ' 
AND WASTEFUL DESTRUCTION OF THE PLANE 
In solidarity with actions against the concer 
world, the Revolutionary Anti-Civilization Rainbo 
retribution for the murder, theft and exploitation 
In the wake of the growing movement again 
string of wake-up calls. We in the U$ must rise tc 
to the rest of the world seriously. We must star 
government of United $tates in our names in th< 
oppressive governments and unaccountable tran 
strip them of the profit made from these abuses. 
We speak for those with no voices. We speak t 
We encourage destruction of propertys^ for 
commons to the foundations of agri c u lture. no’ o 
thei r own end s. We must focus our assault on i 
/the destruction or enslavement of living beings 
pecessary tactic and a form of self def ense in th < 


.workers andall life fro m the murderot 

IT 


Whether it is chaining children to machinery 
forests, the end result is the same: profit for a fe 
of profit and efficiency over other values is epit< 
worker becomes merely an appendage of the mi 
the fruits of the earth become a product. As a 
environment we are ta ught to value everything a 
of the uniq ue ness. interTO rineCtgcrhess anrl the~s? 

Civilization, industriaTsOcfety and everfclen 
most burning desires for freedom and domestic, 
that we stifle the wildness within ourselves, be ot 
Some believe that we can reform tfie instituti 
that we depend upon for our survival. Other 
institutions". We do not agree. It is the height n 
after screwing u p like we have t hat we will know 
the earth to fit our preferences and accept the 
balance and harmony with each other, the plant 
no peace as long as we continue to rip out gr 
(river s), cut off her lungs (the forests) and ensla 


otherwiseL 


only way we will develop au- 
tonomous communities that 
can serve as a base for our 
resistance. 

All of what I have touched 
bn is 'of particular relevence to 
those of us living in the cities. 

As areas that produce very 
little or none of what they con- 
sume and that do not take respon- 
sibility for their waste (unused po- 
tential resources, ie., compost, 
etc.), cities are fully dependent on 
the exploitation of land somewhere else and are 
huge sources of pollution. This does not have to be 
the case. Cities grew up around the places that 
people settled. More often than not, people settled 
these areas because they were prime farmland with 
fertile soil and good access to fresh water. Today 
2,000 acres of land like this is paved over every day. 
But the point is that under all the asphalt and under 
all the trash is what was some of the most fertile 
land in the world. With cautions taken as to the 
potential for toxins in the soil, there is no reason we 
can’t or should not return the life, fertility and 
productivity to these urban areas. 

I present here a vision of people breaking free of 
the dying system and using the land close at hand to 

WHA T IS GO VERNMEN f? 


^ SjgrthrTmission at hand is to (destabilize ancTe 
to build a new society within the shell of the old, 
"sustainable society." We want to end civiliza&c 
tiPhtful place in the ecosystem, in balances^ 
killing grandma earth with a knife instead of a gu 


Rights are not something that are given. Po^ 
will not ask permission to defend the earth and 
kinder gentler murder. If an attacker sticks a 
politely ask them to pull it out and when they sa> 
pulled out only three inches. There is no victory ii 
C'~W6~Hre~sfirong. We~ qre everywhere. 


generate potentially all of their food, fuel and fiber 
needs and to introduce beauty in the place of urban 
decay. Gradually we could see the emergence of self- 
reliant, cooperative communities providing the nour- 
ishment, both inner and outer, that we need to take > 
up our vision of a better world. 

As this happens in more and more places, the 
land formerly exploited by chemicals and mono- 
culture, over-grazing and resource extraction can 
be freed and reenlivened as native plant and wild- 
life refuges. 

Either we take responsibility for living in an 
ecologically sustainable way or we and the earth 
will certainly perish. The choice is ours. The techw. 
niques are not difficult and can easily be learned, 
from books, the people around you and experimenta- 
tion. Seeds will grow. We just have to do it. We need 
food not lawns! Dig it. 

— Ryan Vetch 



ITS LAWS ARE COBWEBS FOR THE RICH AND CHAINS OF STEEL FOR THE POOR 


TO BE GOVERNED IS TO BE WATCHED, 
(NSPECTEO, SPIED ON, 


REGULATED, INDOCTRINATED. PREACHED 
AT, CONTROLLED. RULED. 



NATION OF HUMAN EXISTENCE FROM ALL 
THE HUMAN SPECIES AND THE WANTON 
ST AND ALL LIFE IT SUSTAINS. 

:ntration and abuse of power all around the 
ow Bloc puts out a call to the streets seeking 
1 of the planet and all its inhabitants, 
nst industrial globalization, this is one in a 
to the occasion. We must take our obligations 
md up against the abuses committed by the 
ie only way that multi-national corporations, 
ns-national institutions understand: we must 

th, migh nnr a ctions . 

_p o p e rty is the fR F rom the fencing of they 
onTTTras the right to the com mon treas u ry f or 
those industries that destroy life or finance, 
s. We believe that property destruction is a 


/ in third -world sweatshops or destroying the 
ew rich individuals with power. The elevation 
tomized in the modem workplace where the 
machine, a slave to the clock and wages, and 
a resu lt of this exploitati ve and demea ning 
according to mon ey "and thus we lose a sense. 
iacredness ofth ings. > ^ fJ&SS 

mocracy, far from setting us free, stifle our 
cate not only the external world, but require 
ibedient and consume. 

tions that enslave us and destroy the planet 
:rs believe that we can create "alternative 
of-aqthrop,Q i ce.ntric-arrogance to believ e that 
v how to, "fix it ." Only when we stop changing 
le gifts that she gives freely w ill we live in 
its, animals < Tnd all of creatiop D There will be 
grandma earth Oliver fcoalKdam her veins 
lave and murder her Inhabitants 


A lot of ecologists see the growing world 
population as one of real concern. Often they 
point to the rapidly increasing population in 
the so called third world as something to he 
curbed This is usually done in an equally alarm- 
ing way, many times with racist and imperialis- 
tic tones. This is scapegoating the victims. 

European colonization not only led to 
the genocide of native populations but also 
to an economic shift. Native cultures, whose 
lives were more in harmony with their eco- 
systems, had to deal with the enforcement 
of the imperialist economy. Perhaps ecolo- 
gists conveniently over look this so they 
don’t have to give up any of their privilege 
and can consume as usual. Perhaps they 
forget there is no such thing as a green 
consumer. They are more than happy to 
blame someone else for the plight of the 
planet when they should be looking closer 
to home. For us it’s not a question of which 
form of capitalism but of rather a search 
for a sustainable system. 

If you look at the industrial revolution in 
Europe when the people were pushed of the 
land and into cities, the population grew. Why 
is it a surprise when it happens in the rest of the 
world ? Is it any surprise that Gandhi or the 
Free Papua Movement oppose industrialism ? 

The multinationals are pushing people 
out of their traditional lifestyles. Because of 
the money the banks so generously give to the 
dictators to prop-up their economies, the 
people are forced to grow cash crops to repay 
the debt. Just for example during the fam- 


ines in Ethiopia, created by a civil war, the 
country exported more food than it reserved in 
aid! Modem famines are created not by popula- 
tion factors but economic ones. When people go 
hungry its not due to lack of food only a lack of 

j ustice . 

f For us it is not a question of how many 
'people li ve on the eart h but how much they 
^ consume . ty Vhen Americans consume u qnarter 
of the world’s resources who is really to blame 
for this ecological crisis? The conquering coun- 
I tries should have learned more about the eco- 
logically sustainable, tracUtianafJives of the 
\ peoples whose culture thejuassimilat e^Then we 
blame the victim for becoming like us. This is 
hypocrisy at its worst. 

Now it’s time for us to turn the tide. We cant 
blame the poor for the mistakes of the rich, we 
have to offer an escape back to a world we can 
sustain and not the consumer world that’s de- 
stroying the earth. We need alternative econo- 
mies based on sustainable diet and production 
methods, not the carcinogenic fast food culture 
and chemical-intensive, genetically modified agro 
business./ijur goals and tactics are the same, 
throug hrthedt beration of spaces for autonomous 
zones we can create gardens to grow food outside 
the consumer world, creating an alternative _ 
economy under the noses of the consumer world. 

We must also abolish gender inequalities in 


nrdertnhnne true liheratinn W Omen must have 
a say in their reproductive lives. Contraceptive 
taboos from religious dogma must end for us to 
live, free and less impactive lives in harmony 
with the planet. 


uman or 




destroy modern civil izatiorQ Ve do not want 
d, or replace an unsustainable society with a 
to he wild animals again and take our 


ing short of a rewilding is 
un . ) " ~ — — 

ower concedes nothing without demand. We 
d its inhabitants. We will not negotiate for a 
i knife six inches in your back, you do not 
ry no, ask to compromise and agree to have it 
in compromise. 


Why work ? 


No one should ever work. 

A very bold statement, but some of us mean it. 
Very little of the work now done creates the 
necessities of life, Le. heat, light, food; we can 
obtain this easily if we lived in a society on a 
natural scale. How many of our present hobbies 
could sustain us, like gardening, but far the 
hassles of having to work in this modern con- 
sumer world. Work is the curse of the modern 
age the same as pollution, and we can get rid of 
both. Look at what people do for work. Most just 
chase paper, making war or consumer toys, or 
shack shelves that waste lives and destroy the 
planet; all in the name ofprogress and develop- 
ment. Humanity benefits not at all and contin- 
ues the vicious circle of capital Working to pay 
for the things society feels are necessary; forces 
us to work more and more. It is controlling our 
lives and costing us the earth, literally. 


WHAT IS GOVERNMENT? 



£ Work demands a hierarchy of technocrats who train 

^ you to push buttons and pull levers. This environment 

is far from the natural world and the labor is dull, 
repetitive and alienating us still more. Work is often 
n it. not only bad for the planet but unhealthy for us. Look 

the at the health and ecological problems created by min- 
can ing, a primary necessity of the modern age. 

n <*■ Think of how the abolition of work will benefit 
’ties peoples’ home lives. Despite all the progress made by 
the the women’s movement, women still do the most work 
■on- and recieve the least benefit. Luckily the tide is tum- 
ern ing against patriarchy; even in Mexico housewives are 

d of out on strike, though only for a day. 
tust A Zen proverb says that you can see the whole world 

, or by looking at a grain of rice. So if we examine this 
the proverb what will we see? Maybe peasants laboring for 

lop- a multi-national or huge mono-culture agro business, 

tin- We will see globalism, as the rice gets shipped around 
pay the world needing roads and boats and trucks which 
•ces all have to be built. The consumerism of the supermar- 

our ket and the wasteful toxic packaging of the petro- 
chemical industry. Who knows what’s been sprayed on 

II 1 I ' I I I I I I Til I l"l I i I I r- 


the rice or if some mad scientist has spliced the rice 
together with fish genes to help a rich seed com- 
pany comer the market. Do you understand? Do 
you realize it would have been more sensible to 
produce rice for yoursel-no money no globalism 
and no work. Why not have a society on a smaller 
scale? Well it would be good for people and the 
planet, but bad for business. And capitalism’s the 
only show in town at the moment and its not going 
to give up without a fight. 

We have lost sight of what we need and have 
become hypnotized by the flashing lights and deaf- 
ening noise of consumer capitalism. We believe we 
must work harder to make more. So we can afford 
to buy more, so we... Get it? This is what techno- 
crats preach from the unions to the business lead- 
ers. Its should come as no surprise that the nazis 
put “work makes you free” over the gates of the 
death camps. It’s time to look for alternatives and 
escape the rat race for our own good and that of 
everything else on the earth. 

Workers of the world, relax. 



CENSORED BY PE RSQNS WHO HAVE 
NEITHER WISDOM NOR VIRTUE. 


UNDER PRETEXT OF THE PUBLIC GOOD 
IT IS TO BE EXPLOITED, 


BEATEN UP, BLUOGEONEO, DISARMED, TO BE FINED, HARASSED, VILIFIED, 












»W4 T IS GO VERNMEN TZ 


THAT S GOVERNMENT, THAT’S ITS 
JUSTICE. THAT'S ITS MORALITY! 


Green Anarchy mail order, 


PO Box 11331, Eugene, OR 97440, U$A 


In the paper and in our beliefs we 
hope to help prisoners and others re- 
pressed by the state. We publish a list of 
anarchist and other political prisoners 
and try to publicize up coming cases in 
the hope people will help. We hope to be a 
tool of the global resistance movement, 
helping people get involved. 

As Ali Khalid Abullah has pointed out; 
Where are the anarchists in the poof non- 
white neighborhoods, people who have to 
face repression from the cops on a daily 
basis ? 

It is very important that ute show soli- 
darity with others. To take our stand shoul- 
der to shoulder with others fighting rac- 
ism, rape, patriarchy and homophobia. 
For if we don’t turn our words into actions 
we are anarchists in name only. 

If we are to have any chance of abolish- 
ing the state, we must reach out to people of 
color or we will remain in the white subur- 
ban ghetto or as bohemian nonconform- 
ists. Actions will always speak louder 
than words. 

Liberate yourself! 

We hope to create a movement to over 
throw the state. We hope to inspire people 
to get involved but we can’t do it without 
action; without people spreading our 
ideas and visions. We plan on doing 
speaking tours and music events. We will 
set up Autonomous areas in demonstra- 
tions, parks, fields and the forests where 
we can free ourselves from the mediation 
of modem capitialism. Our only limits 
are that of our imaginations. Onwards 
and Upwards. 




Books 

Anarchist Farmer, by Jane Doe $10 
The anarchist version of Animal Farm will in- 
spire activists young and old. A great read! 
Anarchy after Leftism, by Bob Black $7 
“Leaving the 20 th Century, leftism of every stripe 
is in disarray and defeat — anarcho-leftism included. 
And Murray Bookchins Social Ecology is certainly no 
exception to this trend” (from the preface) 

Against Civilization, edited by John Zerzan $9 
an awesome collection of essays and critiquing 
the plague of civilization. An excellent read. Au- 
thors included are William Morris, Kirkpatrick Sale, 
the Unabomber and more 

Beyond Bookchin, by George Bradford $8 
More Bookchin bashing from one of the folks 
from the excellent 5th estate paper. 

Last Days of Christ the Vampire, $10 
The Excellent fictional book exposing the vam- 
pire cult of the Christian church. Jesus Lives, Vam- 
pires never die! 

The Nihilist Princess, Louis M. Gagneur $12 
This reprint of a 19th Century feminist classic 
will excite anyone interested in the history of litera- 
ture, feminism or radical politics. 

Pamphlets 

; Abolition of Work and Primitive Affluence, 

by Bob Black $2 

Probably one of the best anti work rants youll ever 
read and solution to work. Workers of the world relax. 
Anarchism, by Emma Goldman $1 
The philosophy of anarchism by one of its 
finest writers/) 

Code of Student resistance, by the Heavy 
Metal Militia $2 

Anarchist trips on surviving, escaping and un- 
learning school. 

Consent or Coercion, $2 
An anarchist case for social transformation and 
the answers to the questions about anarchy.) 

Dear Motorist, $1 

This is not a critique of the environmental de- 
struction of the car industry but the destructiveness 
of the whole car culture. 

Ecology and Revolutionary thought, by 

Lewis Heber $2 

Murray Bookchins first pamphlet on social ecology. 

Everything you what to know about Anar- 
chism but are Afraid to ask $2 

Grand Jury, a tool of political repression, 

Craig Rosenbraugh $2 

The history and experience of Grand Juries 
from a guy in the know. 
s — Green Anarchy, by Steve Booth $3 
I What is green anarchy? its history, its influ- 
lences and more by one of the GAndAlf blokes. / 


Happy, caring, healthy and sharing, by Gra- 
ham Burnett $2 

More ideas for children and their parents about 
creating a free green future. 

If an Agent Knocks, $1 

All you need to know if you have a visit from the 
forces of repression. A most read for all activists. 
Land and Liberty, by Graham Burnett $2 
Comic and how to guide to urban gardening, 
edible planets and more. More great pictures and 
ideas from this Punk gardener. 

Immediatism; Hakim Bey $2 ‘ \ 

The thoughts and feelings of the TAZ bloke, re- j 
claiming yourself and art from the consumer culture/ 
Mapping the Green Anarchist future, Gra- 
ham Purchase $2 

How Green Anarchy may happen in Australia 
though the ideas are relievent here too 
The Modern School Movement, $2 
A historical and personal notes on the Ferrer 
Schools in Spain, a libertarian form of education 
Our Allotment, by Graham Burnett $1 
A kids coloring book to encourage gardening, but 
also d cool Punk comic book. 

Primitivist Primer, by John Moore $1 
One mans view; of what-primitivism is, a great 
introduction. 

Prison Abolition, Yves Bourque $1 
Rob the Rich, by Rob Thaxton $2 
Jail House writings of the June 18 prisoner and 
also a benefit for him too. Excellent read. 

Survival Without Rent $3 
This book is to help people take bask the homes 
that have been taken away from them by government 
and business. A New York how to guide to squatting. 

Well fed not an Animal dead, by Graham 
Burnett $2 

Not just an excellent vegafi cookbook but also 
how to brew beer or wine and why we should grow it 
ourselves. Informational and really necessary with 
great Punk art. “ 

Whithered Anarchism, by Bob Black $3 y 
The follow-up piece in response to Murray Bookchin’s I 
Whither Anarchism from anarchy’s anti-hero. - J 

Enamel Pins 

Black and Green Stars 

Circled A 

Crass logo all only $2 

T-shirts > 

ELF, By all means Necessary $10 
wrench in cogs design on unbeached XL only sorry 

' Please make checks # payable to Green Anar- 
chist. Cash is cool though hide itwell please. Postage 
is free in the USA, add 15% for outside the states. 


Going to a demo, meeting or gig and like what 
we say, or hell you just want to help us out! 


Subscribe to Green Anarchy , published 
tri-annually , $10 for 5 issues 


Would you like to distribute this flyer, 
How many do you want? 


Street sell Green Anarchy $12 for 10/$50 for 50 □ Please donate and help us send papers to prisoners 

Address /3S&. 


City. 


State 


_Country_ 


Please tick what you want and make checks payable to “ Green Anarchist.” Thanks. 




JUDGED. CONDEMNED. IMPRISONED, DEPORTED, SOLD, BETRAYED. 


OUTRAGED, DISHONOURED. 






Gmiiio Hie OiMiitl Tefoiis into Oblivion 


by George Wuerthner 


Grand Teton National Park (GTNP) protects some 
of the most exquisite scenery in the nation. No one 
would dispute that the sight of the Tetons rising 
above Jackson Hole is one of the most awe-inspiring 
sights in the west. But GTNP is also a pivotal pin in 
the wildlife restoration efforts for the entire Greater 
Yellowstone Ecosystem. Antelope spend the sum- 
mer in Jackson Hole, Wyoming, and each fall, mi- 
grate up the Gros Ventre River and down the Upper 
Green, sometimes continuing south nearly to the 
Colorado border — one of the longest wildlife migra- 
tions still occurring in the US. Some of the largest elk 
herds in the nation pass through the park on their 
way to and from wintering grounds at the National 
Elk Refuge and elsewhere in the region. There is also 
a growing bison herd, in addition to Jackson Hole's 
having one of the largest moose populations in the 
west. One researcher says that Jackson Hole has 
some of the best sage grouse habitat left in- Wyo- 
ming. The park is also home to increasing numbers 
of grizzlies and more recently, even a few wolves. To 
the dismay of many, GTNP just released an Environ- 
mental Assessment (EA) that attempts to institu- 
tionalize livestock grazing in the park forever. 

Much of the park's wildlife value continues to be 
compromised by livestock production and grazing, 
significant reduction of water for irrigation (within 
the park) and the continued killing of predators to 
benefit livestock. For instance, a grizzly bear was killed 
by Wildlife Services in the park two summers ago, after 
it had preyed upon livestock grazing in the park. 

When GTNP was established in the 1950s, existing 
livestock operations were allowed to continue graz- 
ing in the park. However, the legislation called for 
the eventual phasing out of grazing. The permittees 
could continue grazing for 25 years or until the 
death of a specific heir, whichever time frame was 
longer. Of the 29 permits that were grandfathered in 
1950, only eight remain — five for cattle and three 
for horses. Two permittees include the descendants 
of former Wyoming Senator Hansen as well as an- 
other of Jackson's powerful ranching families, the 
Gill/Porter permittees. Both of these permits were 


set to expire due to the recent death of the heirs 
holding them. However, Wyoming's current Con- 
gressional delegation passed legislation requiring 
the Park Service to continue to allow grazing until a 
study could be completed on the role of ranchland in 
maintaining open space in Jackson Hole. Park Super- 
intendent Jack Neckels is particularly fond of ranch- 
ing as a lifestyle and wants to preserve it in the park. 

Presently livestock graze on eight percent of the 
park where grazing is allowed, or about 24,445 acres. 
But that figure is deceptive since much of the park 
consists of extremely steep rocky terrain. The acre- 
age used for livestock takes in the best and most 
productive wildlife habitat. Moreover, the park spent 
$ 58,000 to manage grazing and collected only $8, 700 
in grazing fees. But that is only the tip of the iceberg; 
no economic value has been assigned to the envi- 
ronmental impacts associated with livestock pro- 
duction, including effects on water quality, endan- 
gered species and so forth. 

Several alternatives to subdivision have been re- 
jected by these ranchers including the opportunity 
to graze on other public or private lands outside of 
the park, as well as the offer to buy up the develop- 
ment rights to the ranches. These were soundly 
rejected by the families who continue to blackmail 
the public with threats to subdivide. 

One has to put these threats into perspective. 
Some 97 percent of Teton County is public land. 
Even if every last acre of private land were devel- 
oped, there would still be a tremendous amount of 
undeveloped open space. Two of these ranches are 
on the edge of Jackson that is already highly modi- 
fied wildlife habitat. Though their loss to subdivi- 
sions might be regrettable, they are not key wildlife 
corridors or habitat. 

Furthermore, the major impact on most of the 
private land and nearly all of the public land, not 
only in GTNP but in the surrounding national 
forests, continues to be livestock grazing. There are 
many who feel that a few more subdivisions would 
be worth the slight loss in open space to remove 
cows from all the remaining private and all of the 
public lands. While the open space study is being 
completed, GTNP continues to support livestock 



grazing in the park. 

Last year 900 cows were put on 
an allotment less than two miles from an occupied 
wolf den. The alpha male of the pack died shortly 
after the pups were born, leaving the female alone to 
raise the young. Despite this obvious potential con- 
flict, the Park Service refused to move the cattle to 
other grazing lands. 

Finally, there are other means of protecting open 
space in the valley, including obtaining develop- 
ment rights and outright fee acquisition. 

In the EA, the agency admits that livestock grazing 
has the following impacts: destruction of cryptobiotic 
crusts and riparian vegetation, soil erosion, loss of 
wetland habitat, reduced soil fertility, increased sedi- 
mentation of streams, decreased water flow, increased 
coliform counts in water, loss of grizzly bear habitat, 
changes in grizzly behavior, possible lethal impacts 
on wolves due to control (which the park says it will 
permit to protect cows), disease transmission to wild- 
life, displacement of bison, forage competition with 
elk, decrease in winter range for elk and other wild- 
life, impacts upon sage grouse habitat and the spread 
of exotic weeds. 

Moreover, GTNP loses a tremendous amount of 
money each year on its grazing programs, even more 
than on other public lands since it is investing heavily 
in attempts to mitigate the negative impacts of cows. 

What can you do? Write Superintendent Jack 
Neckles, Grand Teton NP, POB Drawer 170, Moose, 
WY 83012, and tell him that livestock production in 
a national park is totally unacceptable. Tell NPS to 
put native species and particularly endangered spe- 
cies above exotic animals owned by millionaires. 
Mitigation is not an acceptable response to the 
problems created by livestock operations. If open 
space is the issue, NPS has the power to condemn 
these ranches and buy them out. 

Also write your congressional delegation, urging 
them-to get the cows out of GTNP. Send a copy of 
your letter to the Greater Yellowstone Coalition, 
POB 1874, Bozeman, Montana 59771; and Jackson 
Hole Conservation Alliance, POB 2728, Jackson, 
Wyoming 83001, so they can build a case file in 
support of their position. 


Reforesting Atlantis 


by Ron Huber 

Eco-yuppies are poised to midwife the creation of 
corporate property rights in the gigantic public 
lands expanse known as the Gulf of Maine and the 
Georges Bank Plateau. Fish huggers working to rewild 
High Atlantis are keeping a wary eye on them. 

This rugged submerged area of towering seamounts, 
sunken canyons, vast gravelly plateaus, maze-like 
rocky inshore shelves, glacial moraines and mysteri- 
ous soft-floored deep basins lying off the coast of New 
England and Atlantic Canada can support one of the 
world's greatest wild marine communities. Or it can 
be divvied up among offshore stripmining, industrial 
livestock fish operations, oil and gas field develop- 
ment and corporate dredge'n'drag scrape fisheries. 

The eco-yuppy plan, promoted by the Washing- 
ton DC-based Center for Marine Conservation, the 
New Yorkers Environmental Defense (Fund) and the 
Boston-based Conservation Law Foundation, would 
annoint multinational oil, gas, mining, aquaculture 
and multinational corporate fishing fleets as 'stake- 
holders' entitled to permanent control over thou- 
sands of square miles of the undersea public lands 
and wildlife of the Gulf of Maine. 

Wild, indeed. The Gulf of Maine and the adjacent 
Massachusetts-sized sunken plateau called Georges 
Bank have historically hosted the nation's greatest 
assemblies of such keystone predators as swordfish, 
Atlantic cod, halibut, whales and a seafloor dizzy 
with billions of sponges, tree corals, clams, mussels, 
scallops, lobsters and more. 

Mighty shoals of herring, like the 18th century 
buffalo of the Great Plains, fill the area from horizon 
to horizon, grazing on plankton that drifts in great 
edible clouds around and around the Gulf and Bank, 


in the Gulf of Maine 



Can this baby cod survive big industry's plans for its habitat? 


nourished by an endless upwelling that flows up- 
canyon onto Georges Bank and into the Gulf of 
Maine from the Atlantic Abyss. Great stands of 
bushy tree corals line the sides of the Gulf of Maine's 
Outer Canyonlands which cut through the Bank’s 
chalk-like cliffs. 

Diwying-up the public weal to industrial stake- 
holders may please industrial class conservation- 
ists, the people who believe that the money beast 
must be given its tons of flesh. But residents of this 
rugged coast are so infuriated that even the usually 
big industry-friendly Clinton Administration has 
rebuffed the plan. 

Instead, the president is considering a much less 
ambitious plan .put forward by a group of top US 
and Canadian marine scientists and a coalition of 
small-boat fishers and blue/greenies. Their plan 
calls on Clinton and Prime Minister Chretien to 
jointly designate as fully natural a 20-mile-wide 
band of seafloor along the US/Canada offshore 


border, starting 12 miles from shore and heading 
out across Georges Bank and the outer Gulf of 
Maine. This would be the world's first jointly man- 
aged border wilderness. The proposal can be seen at 
www.atlantisforce.org. 

Well beyond the inshore waters used by the small 
owner-operator boats that carry out lobstering, 
urchining and seaslugging, the offshore Atlantic bor- 
der area meets every criteria for offshore wilderness. 

It is safe from poachers and already patrolled by 
both nations' Coast Guards. It includes large inter- 
connected areas of every type of offshore marine 
habitat, allowing researchers of both nations access 
to an undisturbed natural area free from exploitation. 

More importantly it gives poor, beleaguered wild 
Atlantis a break! 

Nearly every square mile of the Gulf of Maine and 
Georges Bank has been scraped by industrial scal- 
lop dredges and other mobile drag gear twice per 
year for most of the twentieth century. The system 
has been dumbed down and forced into a perma- 
nent early successional species-state. Imagine if all 
our national forests were clearcut every two to four 
years. You wouldn't recognize them. 

The same holds true for the world of the water- 
breathing majority. That's why scientists, diplomats, 
sustainable fishermen and others are so supportive of 
having the prez and the prime minister jointly re- 
wild our offshore border. Keep an eye on the Conser- 
vation Law Foundation, Environmental Defense and 
the Center for Marine Conservation's ocean-give- 
away plan. It is likely to go wherever their last two 
stakeholder ideas went. But you never know! 

Task Force Atlantis is an ad hoc alliance of fish 
huggers, whale worshippers and general sea-lovers 
who are promoting the wilderness plan for the 
Atlantic Ocean border. For more information con- 
tact Ron Huber, T ask Force Atlantis, 418 Main Street, 
Rockland, Maine 04841; www.atlantisforce.org. 
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U'wa Blockade Attacked 

On June 24, riot police and soldiers 
attacked 200 peaceful U'wa people 
blockading a road near the town of 
Cubara in northeastern Colombia, re- 
moving the U'wa through the use of 
tear gas and physical blows. U'wa 
spokespeople report that 28 people were 
injured. This action comes in the wake 
of US Senate approval of a 51.3 billion 
aid package for Colombia, much of 
which is directed at the police and mili- 
tary. The U'wa have been blockading 
the road to a site where Occidental 
Petroleum (OXY) plans to begin drill- 
ing for oil, the latest phase in a nine- 
year campaign by the U'wa to stop 
drilling on traditional lands which they 
hold sacred. The US is the number one 
buyer of Colombia's oil. 

In another attack against a group of 
U'wa peacefully assembled in the town 
of Cubara, several were physically at- 
tacked, accused of being "subversives" 
and 30 were detained. This is the third 
violent strike in recent months against 
U'wa people who have repeatedly stated 
that they are willing to die to stop the 
project, which they see as a threat to the 
spiritual equilibrium of the world, the 
environment and their physical safety 
from Colombia's civil war. 

Meanwhile, the Washington Times 
reports that Vice President A1 Gore's 
family profits are up due to positive 
returns on his stock investments in Oxy 
valued at between $500,000 to $1 mil- 
lion. Despite repeated requests from 
environmental and human rights orga- 
nizations, Gore has refused to divest his 
family from Occidental or to support 
the rights of the U'wa. 
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Vatican Embassy Invaded 

On July 10, a group of more than 50 
people from campesino, environmental 
and human rights organizations peace- 
fully occupied the Vatican Embassy in 
Quito, Ecuador to protest the effects of 
the' International Monetary Fund (IMF). 
Thepj iyremoved from 

tafimbassy, and three leaders have been 
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e IMI -d structural adjust- 
ment measures, including the 
privatization of the state Social Security 
iaave one million 
campesinos destitute. The protesters had 
asked that the church mediate on their 
If. However, rather than help, the 
h lectured the campesinos on the 
of private property and then 
sters be fordibly I 
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xmt the legal validity of the police 
irid the nature of the charges!! 

ists in Amsterdam 

junel8,himdreds of cyclists made 
| a toad ,ahd cdlotfUl procession from 
Vondel Paik in Amsterdam, The Neth- 
erlands to Dam Square to demonstrate 
against the inept and corporate-led in- 
^^phonal response to global warm- 
i; ing. The number of cyclists peaked at 
around 500. " ' ' ''7 * 

Sunshine and samba music contrib- 
uted to the carnival atmosphere of the 
demonstration which drew support, danc- 
ing and cheers from thousands of people 
sitting outside cafes or strolling the streets . 

The sea of sound and color, including 
several imagination-catching novelty 
bikes converged on the Dam Square for a 
presentation then it was back to pedal- 
ing. "The world's largest bike" was con- 
structed to represent a solution to the 
climate crisis. 

The demonstration also marked the 
start of a season of direct action for 
climate protection that will culminate 
in the Hague this November. 


PROTEST AL GORE? 

BUT HE WROTE EARTH IN THE 



by Leigh Scherberger 

Locking down in A1 Gore's Knoxville 
headquarters on Monday, July 10 
brought into me a clear vision of 
America's oxymoronic beauty. Our po- 
litical system, thick with mounds of 
wealth stuffed under the 
roofs of the disgustingly 
rich and American-born 
multinational corpora- 
tions behaving as the in- 
vasive species that they 
are on this planet, has been 
hijacked by greed. As a 
child I was taught that 
once upon a time, there 
was a noble idea of what 
America could be. Differ- 
ent from the most popu- 
lar dream of today, we 
all know the one: a 
house with fuzzy carpets 
and central AC, a car or 
an SUV or whatever 
people want to drive on 
the petroleum by-prod- 
uct roads — knock your self out, little 
dear! This is America, home of the 
free, I mean, home of the better deals, 
the good buys, the blinding lights that 
protect us from the scavenging wildlife 
looking for food already eaten, going 
hungry in a disappearing habitat as land 
is consumed by the strip malls America 
frequents. There was a dream different 
from this, I had heard. And I touched it 
that day, with my body locked to three 
of my friends' necks as we sat on the 
floor blocking the door into an office 
perpetuating evil lies and malicious de- 
struction of the things I care about. 

The dream had been one of liberty, of 
choice, of equality among people. Okay, 
I am completely aware that the found- 
ing "fathers" fell quite short. They them- 
selves were aware of that. In a letter 
written by Thomas Jefferson, I read that 
he hoped his grandchildren and their 
grandchildren would be courageous 
enough to take America further than he 
was willing to. He admitted his own 
hypocrisy and he apologized. Well, 
thanks a lot. Think of the Boston Tea 
Party. This country was founded on revo- 
lution and unless "we the people" con- 
tinue to pursue actual democracy, we 
will be run over and asphalted into sub- 
mission by the industrial-complex pris- 
ons working for nothing but the fat 
corporate cats. We must resist. 

The action team's goals for Monday 
were to 1) shut down Gore's Knoxville 
headquarters for the day, 2) commu- 
nicate that the two-party system is 
incredibly insufficient in terms of of- 
fering Americans truly valuable op- 
tions and 3) expose the truth that A1 
Gore is not an environmentalist. 

We succeeded in shutting down the 
office for the day. "No business as 
usual!" Our presence was quite strong 
from 10 a.m. until 1 p.m. when the 
office manager and volunteers agreed 
to close early and go home. 

Earth First!ers served as a "truth bri- 
gade," labeling A1 Gore a "front for 
the corporate elite." Of course, Gore 
and Bush are two sides of the same 
corporate coin. We don't want to see 
either one as President. Because of 
their heavy corporate involvement/ 
contamination, neither one is capable 
of representing the people. 


Protesters standing on the roof of 
Gore's headquarters held banners that 
read, "Presidency 4 sale" and "End Cor- 
porate Governance." Over 100 people 
were outside the front door of the 
building, completely visible from the 
busy highway, chanting, dancing and 


singing for justice. A continuous stream 
of passersby on Interstate 40 blew their 
horns in a show of support — including 
many commercial truck drivers. 

Gore claims he will be an 
environmental president? 

Gore's aggressive pursuit of corpo- 
rate globalization as embodied by the 
WTO, IMF, World Bank, NAFTA and 
the global free-logging agreement im- 
poses serious danger to the environ- 
ment and workers' rights worldwide. 
The type of globalization supported by 
Gore threatens democracy and the 
people's ability to advocate for envi- 
ronmental justice, signing virtually all 
power over to corporate alliances. 

Also important is where Gore's per- 
sonal financial involvement in the 
environment lies. According to the 
Wall Street Journal, on his 1998 tax 
return under "supplemental income," 
Vice President A1 Gore listed a $20,000 
royalty payment from Union Zinc 
Inc. for the right to mine zinc from 
his 88-acre farm in the verdant hills 
of the Cumberland River Valley. The 
man who provided Mr. Gore with 
that farm and mineral lease is of some 
note as the 2000 presidential race 
begins. Mr. Gore's father, former Sena- 
tor Albert Gore Sr. acquired the land 
and mineral rights on what appears 
to be highly favorable terms from 
Armand Hammer, the late chairman 
of Occidental Petroleum Corporation. 

This brings us to a third important 
matter. Gore holds an estimated 
$500,000 worth of 
shares in the infa- 
mous Occidental 
Petroleum Corpo- 
ration. Occidental's 
exploration and 
drilling have at- 
tracted worldwide 
scrutiny for threaten- 
ing the homelands 
and sustainable cul- 
ture of the indig- 
enous U.'wa people 
in South America. 

If this project that 
A1 Gore financially 
endorses happens, 
we will lose yet an- 


other pristine cloud forest to the bru- 
tality caused by the all too predict- 
able large-scale oil spills, massive road 
building and clearcutting. That's a 
gleaming example of what we can 
expect from Gore internationally. 

Domestically, Gore has failed to heed 
the call of concerned citi- 
zens who have repeatedly 
asked him to do some- 
thing about industrial 
forestry, high capacity 
chip mills and unregu- 
lated clearcut logging 
practices that are deci- 
mating the forests. 

The Clinton/Gore ad- 
ministration has refused 
to follow the Endangered 
Species Act by consistently 
failing to list species and 
designate critical habitat 
as required by law. 

Gore has refused to en- 
dorse removal of out- 
dated dams in the Pa- 
cific Northwest which 
have pushed native salmon popula- 
tions toward extinction. 

Gore has also supported the militari- 
zation of the US/Mexico border by Joint 
Task Force Six. This has resulted in sus- 
pension of environmental laws to allow 
unchecked road building and border 
wall construction that cuts off migra- 
tion routes for all terrestrial species. 

It is clear that Gore doesn't value 
biodiversity within the United States, 
or anywhere, for that matter. Human 
rights must be quite a public-relations 
complication in his campaign. With 
Gore supporting the IMF and World 
Bank, American-based corporations 
will be free and even financially en- 
couraged to take business overseas. 

He hides from us when we come to 
ask why. We've been asking why for a 
longtime now. Letters and phone calls, 
emails, personal visits to his headquar- 
ters and public demonstrations have 
occurred all over the country, with no 
answers to our questions. Not even 
lame responses. Just no reply. 

This summer promises to be a long, 
hot one for Vice President Gore and 
Texas Governor Bush as activists join 
forces en masse to clear the corporate 
hype haze from the eyes of US citi- 
zens at the Democratic and Republi- 
can National Conventions. 

I'd like to see America progress with 
a President advocating for fair trade 
and envirohmental sanity. I'm vot- 
ing for Ralph Nader. Please, read the 
Green Party platform for yourself. 
Vote Green! 



Partying on down atAl Gore's campaign headquarters. 



Pucker up for the kiss of political ineptitude, Mr Gore. Protesters heckle the VP. 
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S>i\v\v\\n c\v\c\ ,/VWJd irv 7 in TTo0 L_evel y Tennessee 


BY D.D. Halbrook 
and Colleen Rockstar 

This year's Round River Rendez- 
vous met in the Cherokee National 
Forest in eastern Tennessee. Three 
hundred dedicated eco-activists, an- 
archists and biodiversity defenders 
from around the world held discus- 
sions, shared activist skills like tree 
climbing and forest monitoring and 
participated In plenty of nighttime 
campfire revelry — local old-time mu- 
sicians held a wild and popular Contra 
dance. Campers explored the local for- 
est ecosystem, adventuring and cel- 
ebrating wild nature; Nature showed 
us who's first by unleashing two days 
of torrential rain and flash floods, 
washing out handmade bridges and 
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challenging even the most sure-footed 
creek crossers among us. 

County sheriffs and Forest Service 
law enforcement officers (LEO) from 
local and regional ranger districts 
maintained a somewhat oppressive 
presence at the site, showing up unan- 
nounced several times to walk through 
the camp and gave two citations for 
nudity. Each visit was accompanied 
by an entourage of EFlers, some of 
whom were threatened with arrest for 
publicly announcing the LEOs pres- 
ence. Yet another use for duct tape was 
discovered as women covered their 
aureoles, making topless women le- 
gal. A big thanks to the men who duct- 
taped themselves in solidarity! 

Several movement-wide meetings 
were held under the chestnuts and 
poplars in Frog Level. After four meet- 
ings teasing all the ins and outs of EF! 

Journal proposals, the folks present 
consensed to having the EF! Jour- 
. " nal move from Eugene, Oregon, 

' , to Tucson, Arizona, with the 

Beltane issue as the Tuc- 
■\ • son premiere. Contact 
< . \ Katuah Mountain 

Faction for cop- 
ies of the Journal 
meeting and/or 
council notes. 
What is a 
Rondy with- 
out a touch 
of conten- 
tion? This 
year' 


by Dennis Fritzinger 

We had one helluva first ever po- 
etry slam at this year's Round River 
Rendezvous. 

Many poets read and performed with 
lots of audience participation. Amy, a 
terrific instigator and facilitator proposed 
the idea and rounded up an audience 
and participants. 

We met in the same space as the 
morning circle, partly underneath some 
trees but also in the open around a 
campfire. I had to ford a swollen creek to 
get there, holding onto a rope bridge for 
balance — what the heck, nature doesn't 
always lob easy pitches our way. * 

The list of poets grew to around 10. 
Judging was intense. Crowd participa- 
tion grew with numbers and amount of 
alcohol consumed — a keg was carried in 
near the end of the second round. The 
way a Slam works is this — five judges, or 
(our preference) opinionated loud- 
mouths, score each poet on a scale of 
zero to 10. Low and high scores are 
tossed out, the rest added and 
carried over round by round. 

The first round is tradition- 
ally whittled down to five, but 
this crowd decided to advance 
all 10 to the second round. That 
round was whittled 
down to 


morning-circle topic (at least late in 
the week) revolved around a consen- 
sual, planned brawl dubbed "Fight 
Club,” A couple of morning circles 
became dedicated to discussing not 
only the actual event, but location 
and suitability within the RRR con- 
text. Look for this topic to come up 
again in the future. 

The rally on Saturday capped a per- 
fect end to a week in the woods. 
Powered entirely by the Katuah solar 
rig, the stage rocked out with our 
very own entertainers. A local Afri- 
can drumming and dance troupe set 
the scene. Music, poetry and 
homebrew flowed freely throughout 
the day and night. The auction of 
items brought from all over the coun- 
try — everything from organic dried 
pickled seaweed to the shirt off 
someone’s back — gave us all a good 
laugh and a chance to pitch in our 
cash for the event. Many thanks to 
everyone who participated in the auc- 
tion and the rally. 

The folks on the committee would 
like to thank y'all for coming down 
and having a great party with us in 
our home. Cleanup went quickly 
and easily (we were even com- 
mended by the Forest Service on 
how little impact we caused consid- 
ering the number of participants and 
length of the event!). 

Shameless plug: T-shirts are still 
available— organic unbleached cotton 
shirts hand-screened by Katuahans! 
Contact any of the Katuah folks to get 
your limited edition shirt. 

Contact Katuah EF!, POB 281, 
Chattanooga, TN 37401. 

See y'all next year back 
out west! 



five, with the top 
spot resulting in a tie. 

The tie went into sud- 
den death, and a win- 
ner (proclaimed by wolf 
howl) emerged — Daniel 
Patterson. Congratulations Daniel! 
Send us your Desert Tortoise poem so 
other Journal readers can enjoy it! 

This will be the,first of many Poetry '/ 
Slams at the RRR. Thanks to 
Amy who instigated it, 
and thanks to every- 
one who partici- 
pated — poets and 
audience alike! 

Aoooowww! 


On May 13, the Santa Barbara chapter of Free Our Forests (FOF) led a demonstration 
against the Adventure Pass at the concessionaire's fee kiosk on Paradise Road, at the 
Santa Ynez River crossing in Santa Barbara, California. The Santa Barbara County Board 
of Supervisors has already passed a unanimous resolution in opposition to this program. 
During the first hour, activists were cautioned by officers not to block traffic as they 
successfully persuaded many drivers to drive past the kiosk. Later on, a Forest Service 
policewoman began stopping vehicles, explaining that a fee was required as demonstrators 
explained that it was not. Eventually, the officer dragged a protester away and cited him for 
interfering with an officer. On at least one occasion, the Santa Barbara County deputy sheriff 
pursued a vehicle which had not purchased a pass, and physically blocked the road to prevent its 
entrance. FOF is investigating his authority to do so. On June 29, Senators Gorton (R-WA) and 
Graham (D-FL) introduced legislation to "establish permanent recreating fee authority" for the 
Forest Service, National Park Service, Fish and Wildlife Service, Bureau of Land Management. The Bill is 
S. 2817 and can be read online at https://thomas.loc.gOv/cgi-bin/query/z7cl06:S2817. 
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Monster Chum pies 
Coming To An Alaskan 
Town Near You 

Alaska Department of Fish and 
Game (ADFG) biologists are churn- 
ing salmon eggs and sperm to- 
gether in a bucket to create an 
artificial species of salmon. About 
40,000 specimens of this hybrid 
species— a cross between a king 
and pink — are now in holding 
tanks at a Fish and Game hatchery . 
at Fort Richardson, as well as in 
two land-locked lakes in the Mat- 
Su Valley. In December, a batch of - 
about 2,000 hybrids is scheduled 
to be released in Jewel Lake for ice 
fishing. The new species of salmon, 
call it what you will— the Pinook, 
theChumpy, the Kink — could also 
be swimming in Delong and 
Campbell Point lakes in Anchor- 
age and four lakes in the Valley, 
within a year. 

ADFG sanctioned the creation 
of a new breed of salmon in large 
part to supplant hatchery-raised 
king salmon, which are prone to 
suffer from a malady fishery biolo- 
gists call "the precocious male 
problem" or "jacking out." Sport 
fishermen know jack salmon as 
undersized, juvenile king salmon 
that return from the sea to spawn 
a year or two early, usually at the 
beginning of a run. 

"I'd like to give the kids a chance 
to name it,” says Carmen Olito, 
the biologist in charge of the hy- 
brid project. "Until then, I'm just 
going to call them 'the hybrids.'" 
Olito tried several combinations 
of salmon cross-breeds before set- 
tling on the king/pink combo. 
There were some disappointments 
during the trial and error phase, 
including one gruesome mishap: 
an attempt to cross a silver with a 
king produced salmon with de- 
formed spines. "It kind of made 
me wonder, 'Should we be doing 
this?'" she says. 
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Victory for Brazilian 

Amazon 

The Environmental Defense Or- 
ganization has announced that 
leaders of Brazil's Congress have 
just shelved proposed legislation to 
increase the area and rate of Ama- 
zon forest destruction, handing the 
Brazilian environmental movement 
its first major and precedent-set- 
ting victory in protecting the 
rainforest . The law would have loos- 
ened restrictions on Amazon defor- 
estation, and could have caused a 
25 percent increase in annual rates 
of clearing and burning. 

Massive email and fax protests 
to Congress and the president 
from all over the world, plus broad 
national media coverage/ killed 
the measure before it could come 
to the House floor. At one point, 
government officials blocked the 
massive flux of protest emails — 
but backed down when the move 
was derided in the press as censor- 
ship. Press and TV coverage over- 
whelmingly opposed the measure, 
as did the Environment Ministry. 

The special interest caucus, which 
was pushing for passage of the law, 
has some 200 votes in the Congress 
and represents the one percent of the 
landowners who control more than 
50 percent of Brazil's agricultural 
land. These maneuvers have yielded 
tens of billions in official debt for- 
giveness for the few largest debtors, 
while health care, education and en- 
vironment budgets suffered cuts. 
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Free Speech Battle won at 
Escalante Wilderness 
Visitors' Center 

Following a meeting with five 
Escalante Wilderness Project activists 
and the Utah American Civil Liberties 
Union (ACLU), Utah Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM) Director Sally 
Wisely agreed that the grazing foes 
may set up an information table in 
their preferred location at the 
Escalante Visitors Center without 
threat of citation, arrest or seizure of 
materials. Escalante Wilderness Project 
activists Juniper Allison and Dr. Patrick 
Diehl were arrested over the Memo- 
rial Day weekend by BLM Ranger Larry 
Vensel under orders from Grand Stair- 
case-Escalante National Monument 
Manager Kate Cannon. They were 
staffing a table near the Visitor Center 
with information critical of cattle graz- 
ing and BLM's management of public 
lands on the Monument. Both activ- 
ists are out of jail and back in the 
canyons, for now. "This is a clear 
victory for free speech rights in 
Utah," said Dr. Patrick Diehl. "We'll 
be back out there... informing visi- 
tors about the ravages of cattle graz- 
ing on the Grand Staircase-Escalante 
National Monument and about other 
environmental issues." 

Wisely also said the activists could 
pick up their confiscated educational 
materials, which the BLM is holding 
at the Visitors Center. Wisely has 
not yet committed, however, to with- 
drawing BLM’s complaints against 
Diehl, Tori Woodard and Juniper 
Allison, but said a decision would be 
made soon. 

During the meeting, Utah Ameri : 
can Civil Liberties Union legal direc- 
tor Steven Clark warned that if the 
BLM presses criminal charges against 
the activists, it risks further legal 
entanglements. "We are really happy 
with what happened today," Tori 
Woodard said. "This shows that you 
should never underestimate what 
can be accomplished by a small group 
of committed people. Today's vic- 
tory made more room for people to 
express differing points of view in 
Southern Utah." 

Treesitter to Fast for . 
Freshwater Forest 

On July 1, Nate Madsen began the 
process of weaning himself off food 
and began an all out liquid diet hun- 
ger strike on July 22 in an effort to 
raise awareness of the destruction of 
the ancient redwood forest. Nate is a 
veteran treesitter who has been sit- 
ting in the ancient redwood tree 
"Mariah" for over 21 months, lo- 
cated in the community of Freshwa- 
ter outside Eureka, California. 

The Freshwater drainage is largely 
owned by Maxxam/Pacific Lumber 
Company. Following Charles Hurwitz's 
hostile take over of Pacific Lumber Com- 
pany by Maxxam Corporationin 1985, 
Pacific Lumber began liquidating wa- 
tersheds like the Freshwater drainage 
through large-scale clearcutting. The 
California Department of Forestry de- 
clared a logging moratorium in 1999 on 
this watershed due to its overly im- 
pacted status. Freshwater residents con- 
tinue to be exposed to extreme flooding 
during small rainstorms. 

"The signs are obvious. The forest 
is wounded and the streams bleed. 
This pain is somewhat intangible to 
the outside observer, but as people 
relate to people, the pain of hunger 
will hopefully ring true and raise 
awareness of the pain the forest en- 
dures at the hand of industrial log- 
ging,” says Nate Madsen. 

: 
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McMoney & Public Schools 


continued from page 1 

After explaining that nitrogen releases 
from lightning are nature's way of fix- 
ing nitrogen into soils — crucial for grow- 
ing crops — the video went on to say 
that humanity's only hope for fixing 
enough nitrogen into soils to feed the 
increasing multitudes living on this 
planet is through increasing the use of 
petrochemical fertilizers, or the genetic 
engineering of plants to require less 
nitrogen. These statements are not only 
biased towards corporate agribusiness 
methods, but they are also false. As the 
credits rolled by, I learned that the 
video had been produced by Dow 
Chemical Company. As it turns out, 
Dow produces many such videos for use 
in public schools, including one called 
Chemapalooza that uses a flashy MTV 
soundbite approach to teach the vir- 
tues of chemical use. 

"There is a well funded movement 
to undermine the integrity of envi- 
ronmental education," says Dylan 
Bernstein, Senior Program Director for 
the Center for Commercial-Free Edu- 
cation. "It seems obvious that big cor- 
porate polluters are trying to control 
information in the public schools and 
are spending millions of dollars a year 
to do it." Bernstein also points to pro- 
corporate foundations that contrib- 
ute to nonprofit organizations (often 
with misleading pro-environment 
sounding names) that in turn send 
speakers out to public schools. "The 
typical message from these speakers is 
roughly that environmental educa- 
tion needlessly scares young children, 
and is Chicken Little nay-saying. They 
say what's really needed is education 
in economics and marketing." 

Taking advantage of school 
defunding 

Federal support for public schools 
declined sharply during the Reagan 
years, leaving many school systems 
scrambling to adequately fund pro- 
grams. Schools in poorer districts, of- 
ten in minority neighborhoods, have 
been the hardest hit by the lack of 
federal support. Increasingly, finan- 
cially strapped schools throughout 
the country are using sponsored edu- 
cational materials (SEMs) produced 
by multinational corporations and 
usually containing biased or false in- 
formation. Corporate-produced SEMs 
have been found to be pro-oil, pro- 
mining and pro-biotechnology. The 
Nation magazine reports that an en- 
vironmental curriculum developed by 
Shell Oil Company pre- 
dictably encourages the 
widespread use of inter- 
nal combustion engines. 

A video about the Exxon 
oil spill in Alaska praises 
the company for its 
cleanup efforts while 
avoiding discussion of the 
spill itself. What a surprise, 
the video was produced by 
Exxon. According to a 1995 
article published in Con- 
sumer Reports, 80 percent 
of SEMs tested contained 
"biased or incomplete information" 
that "favors the company or its eco- 
nomic agenda." 

Teachers are often caught in the 
middle, with many finding the free 
"educational" materials hard to resist. 
"They have no alternative!" notes Or- 


egon teacher John Borowski. "I teach 
in a high school (North Salem High), 
where every week I receive corporate 
educational materials ranging from 
forestry to agriculture. In its MTV 
style approach, it has a powerful im- 
pact on our students. Yes, a veteran 
teacher or a seasoned activist can 
lead the students in a solid review of 
this nonsense, but you would be dis- 
heartened by the number of teachers 
who endorse this material... they are 
simply not aware. These are crucial 
times. Corporations know that the 
next groups of school kids are going 
to be citizens and consumers... and 
they are spending big dollars to win 
their hearts and minds." North Sa- 
lem High has received unsolicited 
SEMs from corporations including 
timber giant 
Weyerhauser, Inc. 

Many teachers 
swear by Project 
Learning Tree 
(PLT), which is 
funded by the 
American Forest 
Foundation. How- 
ever, Borowski recalls a meeting with 
a PLT vice-president who "was so 
misinformed... she called orchards... 
'a forest ecosystem.'" 

Channel One's materials are the 
most widespread free corporate ma- 
terials dispersed throughout the pub- 
lic schools. Channel One's "news" 
videos are shown in eight million 
middle and high school classes every 
day in the US, particularly in low- 
income and minority neighbor- 
hoods. However, researchers have 
found that 20 percent of Channel 
One's air time is devoted to news, 
with the remaining 80 percent spent 
on advertisements, sports, weather 
and features. Studies show that stu- 
dents mostly remember the ads. Brad 
Rockwell of TV-Free America says, 
"The content study shows Channel 
One is all about providing a captive 
market of children to advertisers." 
Almost every national educational 
group in the country has taken a 
strong stan'd against Channel One. 

Resisting the takeover 

Efforts to fight the corporate take- 
over of public schools are starting to 
gain momentum. The lack of public 
awareness of the issues and a lack of 
financial backing are both major ob- 
stacles. Public awareness is just now 
growing because the corporate inva- 
sion of public education is a relatively 
new development. But 
there are the beginnings 
of a nationwide campaign. 

The Center for Com- 
mercial Free Education, a 
nonprofit group head- 
quartered in Oakland, 
California, provides sup- 
port to teachers, students 
and the public in the fight 
against commercialism in 
schools. The Center's 
website provides informa- 
tion about the issues and 
also has documented cases 
of 20 communities in 14 states that 
have gotten rid of unwanted corpo- 
rate intrusion into their schools. For 
instance, a citizen coalition in Den- 
ver, Colorado, succeeded in defeating 
a state bill that would have cut all 


funding for environmental education. 
In Stevens Point, Wisconsin, the Cen- 
ter has helped train environmental 
educators to be able to respond to 
right wing attacks on environmental 
education. Occasionally resistance is 
led by the students themselves. 

"The Center encourages citizens to 
act through their local school 
boards, " says Bernstein. The San Fran- 
cisco school board passed the Com- 
mercial Free Schools Act which puts 
limits on corporate involvement in 
its public schools. Schhol boards in 
Berkeley, California and some Min- 
nesota school districts have passed 
similar measures. The Center encour- 
ages concerned teachers, students and 
citizens interested in working with their 
school boards to contact them . The Cen- 
ter also maintains a library available to 
the public containing the texts of acts 
which limit commercialism passed in 
communities throughout the country. 

Related threats 

• Corporations are 
increasingly moving 
into the arena of ad- 
ministration with 
hopes of making 
profits. For-profit 
charter schools are 
increasing in number. Not coinci- 
dentally, this is occurring at a time 
when the country's right-wing Re- 
publicans are stepping up smear cam- 
paigns against the public schools and 
pushing for voucher systems, public 
school closures and other ways of 
defunding public education. Appar- 
ently, there are many ways to conduct 
class warfare through both public and 
private education. 

• School administrators increas- 
ingly rely on standardized tests to 
judge schools and education. The 
focus of classrooms becomes prepa- 
ration for test-taking, rather than 
learning. Susan Ohanian, writing for 
The Nation, notes that standardized 
tests subject young students to ex- 
treme anxiety and disrupt learning 
patterns. The questions asked in these 
tests are often absurd and culturally 
or economically biased. 

• Corporate presence is also increas- 
ingly visible in the hallways and caf- 
eterias of public schools. Pop machines 
with highly caffeinated and sugary 
beverages such as Surge are appearing 
in school hallways and cafeterias. Pop, 
candy and coupons for junk food are 
increasingly being used as rewards for 
completing assignments. For instance, 
the Pizza Hut Book It! program offers 
pizza coupons for reading. The 
McSpell It Club offers coupons for 
free burgers or McNuggets. Brand 
name foods such as Domino's and 
Taco Bell are served, promoted and 
advertised in school cafeterias. Low 
income schools are, as usual, the most 
vulnerable targets. 

Conclusion 

Presidential candidate George W. 
Bush has been quoted as saying, "The 
most important question to ask about 
education is, 'Is your children learn- 
ing?'" But perhaps the most impor- 
tant question really is, "What is your 
children learning?" Wait a sec that 
doesn't sound quite right... 

For more information, contact the 
Center for Commercial Free Schools, 
1714 Franklin, Suite 100-306, Oak- 
land, CA 94612; (800) UNPLUG1; 
unplug@igc.org; 
www.commercialfree.org. 
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continued from page 1 

Suddenly, a new action had been established, 
but this one was within easy reach of the urban 
news media and hundreds of thousands of metro 
citizens. The Forest Service had not crushed our 
resistance, they had only stirred the hornet's nest 
of genuine public objection to the sales and the 
national timber sale program. 

Two days later, another CFA activist, Ginny, 
began a hunger strike at the building entrance. 
This, combined with the ledge-sit, became a truly 
awesome public outreach vehicle. Media-savvy 
CFA activists had daily interviews on radio, televi- 
sion and in print. National media, including USA 
Today, the New York Times and television stations 
ran pictures and stories. Portland Business Journal 
ran a sympathetic 12-page story on Eagle Creek. 
Hundreds of con- 
cerned and curious 
citizens visited the 
action site to learn 
more and lend sup- 
port. Two massive 
rallies took place 
that shut down the 
block around the 
action. Before they 
could say "forest 
health," the Forest 
Service had be- 
come the big loser. 

Meanwhile, two 
new base camps 
were established in 

the forest just outside the closure lines. Successful 
resupply runs to ongoing treesits (Truth and Sun- 
set) in Sunset Grove took place, and an action camp 
was staged. Citizens were arrested crossing the 
closure in an act of defiance to the unlawful order. 

"Chicken" Harv Forsgren, the head Forest Ser- 
vice official of Region Six, characteristically 
avoided the issue. Chicken Harv has not shown 
his face to the public since the road block raid, 
frightened by the prospect of dealing with the 
results of his decision not to cancel the sales. 
When the lawyers representing the ledge-sitter 
tried to issue a subpoena to him at his office, his 
„ secretary stated that he was out. When the lawyers 
went to his home, his car was in the driveway, but 
Chicken Harv would not answer the door. Re- 
member, this is the public official who is in charge 
of all the national forests in Washington and 
Oregon. Is there any doubt why the public does 
not trust the Forest Service to be responsible stew- 
ards of the forests? 

In addition to looking at the world through the 


warped lens of a flawed paradigm, freddies 
also lie. "There is no, uh, old growth in these 
sales. The intent of these sales is to create 
old-growth-like characteristics in the stands 
we are managing," said Gary Larsen with a 
straight face on television. Gary's lie does 
not correspond with reality. Sunset and 
Truth are trees between 350-500 years old. 

Lawless logging, whatever name you give it, 
will not hasten the development of native, 
uncut forest into an ancient forest. 

"These, uh, four timber sales, uh, do the 
best job of managing forest health, uh, that, 
uh, the Mt. Hood National Forest has ever 
done," stated the silver-tongued Larsen. 

While anyone who is familiar with the Mt. Hood 
National Forest knows this is a meager claim, a few 

facts should be men- 
tioned. These Salvage 
Rider sales are only legal 
because Congress sus- 
pended all environmen- 
tal laws when they were 
sold. They would ruin over 
500 acres of roadless area, 
harm the drinking water 
of 185,000 Oregonians, 
destroy a popular wilder- 
ness hiking trail, kill old- 
growth trees, degrade rare 
and sensitive species' 
habitat (including the 
northern spotted owl) 
and cut, in three years 
time, more timber than the Forest Service's own 
scientists recommended be cut in three decades! To 
top it off, the company that bought the 
sales, Vanport Manufacturing, does not want 
to cut them either. These sales exemplify 
what is wrong with the federal timber sale 
program and the out-of-control bureaucracy 
that is the US Forest Service. 

Through the 11 -day ledge-sit and hunger 
strike, four years of CFA activism against the 
sales were focused and strengthened. 
Portland's mayor joined the impressive list 
of elected officials opposed to the sale. Ralph 
Nader came out against the sales, making it 
an issue for presidential wanna-be A1 "I 
thought 1 had the green vote locked up" 

Gore. If hubris and ignorance instead of 
ecology and the public continue to guide 
Forest Service decision-making, it is dear 
that things will only get tougher for them as 
logging season drags on. Nonviolent direct 
action will continue, public pressure will 


Mt. Hood National Forest 


increase and we will save Eagle Creek. No, Gary, we 
are not "WTO people looking for something to do." 
We are the people (remember us?) and we are not 
putting up with your bullshit anymore. 

Call A1 Gore at (202) 456-2326. Tell him that 
he'll have to cancel the Eagle Creek sales in order 
to have a shot at the green vote. For more informa- 
tion, contact the Cascadia Forest Alliance, POB 
4946, Portland, OR, 97208; (503) 241-4879; 
www.cascadiaforestalliance.org. 

Update: In response to a planned mass closure-line 
crossing, the Forest Service lifted its illegal closure on 
July 22. The civil disobedience, on July 23, was trans- 
formed into a victorious march, several hundred people 
strong. A new base camp was established and two more 
treesits were erected in units 13 and 14. Our treesitters 
remain strong despite harassment by Forest Service and 
unidentified law enforcement: agents have run sirens 
all night to create sleep deprivation, and military heli- 
copters have fired rounds as a scare tactic. This is the 
behavior of a desperate, losing bureaucracy! 


Crowds gather at the Region Six Headquarters to watch the man on the ledge. 



Majestic old growth in Helldun. 


While Helldun Flogs -the Forest: Service 

Editor's note: This essay arrived late in the night, clumsily crumpled and covered in crap. It is 
supposedly by the one and only Darrel Kenops, Supervisor of the Willamette National Forest. 

The Forest Service's latest lame-brained scheme to log the Warner Wilderness fell flat on its 
face last month, just like I told 'em it would. We just shit-canned plans to log the Helldun timber 
sale. Helldun would have logged nine-million board-feet on the edge of the largest unprotected 
roadless complex in the Willamette National Forest, a hop, skip and jump from the site of the 
Cascadia Forest Defenders and Southern Willamette Earth First! 's 1995-96 blockade of the 
Warner Creek Salvage Sale. It was a dumb idea from the beginning. 

A lot of weird shit was about to go down at Helldun. If you looked close you could spot strange, 
nest-like structures in the tallest trees of the logging units. At night you could hear the muffled 
scraping noises of the Cascadian road-pecker, a rare, and some scientists say mythical, critter 
endemic to these parts. They say it has the body of a bird and the head of pickaxe. I think it's 
goddamned anarchists. We put a bunch of these law enforcement morons out there with 
enough high-tech gadgets to catch the A-Team. They got lost in the woods and started bawling 
like a bunch of four-year-olds. 

We had to cancel Helldun. The last time this happened, anarchists and freaks were parading 
around on the front page of the New York Times. Do you have any idea what it does to your career 
when the fucking president and the chief of the Forest Service and those fucking Nazis in 
Congress get the Times in the morning and they see that the forest you run has been taken over 
by freaks and anarchists? This is not the way to a bigger office and a faster car. 

Where was I? The Forest Service is done with Warner Creek. Make it a wilderness, or a 
goddamned bombing range or whatever. Let the anarchists run around butt-naked studying 
bugs or whatever the fuck it is they want to do with the place. 

Cascadia 2, Forest Service 0. I hate you all. 
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WOLVES, FOR LIFE 

For a Wedding 

Wolves mate for life 
People try to 
Being not as advanced 
as wolves 
it’s harder for us 


The main things wolves are up against, when they pair up: 
Loss of Wildness 
The fear people have 
and traps 
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for howling 
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Tongue-wet frolics 
both in snow 
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and warm berry season 

A good den, 

For holing up 
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And to be able to look at 
’ . . $ each other 

with deep fierce eyes 
that do not blink 

'K And while their feast days 
won’t be marked with 

the raw ligaments of caribou 
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they will pass 

, , j;’;; with joy 

fff+s /• and sustenance 

WegatRer 
their tribe 
their pack 
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on one such feast day 
now 


and for them 

we howl 
from the best, 

most wolf-like 
part of our selves 
and our souls 


— Mark L. Williams 


all rights reserved 
to the authors 


Send poems to: 

Warrior Poets Society 
PMB 361 

108 MLK Jr. Student Union # 4510 
Berkeley CA 94720-4510 


DANCING ON THE NORTH LAWN 

“She [the earth] is.. .the only mother we have.” 

—from a song of the Kayaba, Colombia 

“I could only believe in a god 
who dances.” 

—Nietzsche 

It is just evening of a hot summer day. 

On the north lawn, enclosed by spirea bushes, 
a young girl leaps, hurls herself, 
into the cold water. Sharp drops cut the face, 
slash the arms, pierce the back. 

She leaps out. Haauusssh sounds the water 
as it’s forced through the garden hose, 
thu, thu, thu sounds the pivot 
as it lays an arc upon the grass. 

In again, and out. Day recedes. 

Cars along the street drive into oblivion. 

Under her feet, blades soften. 

She shivers. In and out. In and out again. 

Light falls from the western sky. 

In she spins, and warms. 

The only sounds are the thu, thu, thu 
of her heart, haauusssh of her blood. 

Feet find holds in air. Hair climbs the neck. 


Her arms, first one and then the other, 
reach above her head; she grabs for stars. 

This night, this water, these sounds tell, 
the girl how the great mother danced her children 
into being. Grass, skin, hair, and stars tell her all 
she will ever need to know in order to live. 



•Mary K. Stillwell 


Forest Conference, 


Can’t take 


No more 


interviewing. 


There is work 

Beyond the conference walls today. 

Rochelle and I 

duck out on the fifth lecture 


morning 


We leave the notebooks. 


pavement with the car, 

Leave the pulpit to the preachers 
Lace our boots, 
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SUBTERRANEAN RIVULETGURGLE 

Two-thirds the way to the summit 
High above timberline on the switchback trail 
Passing incredible jumbles of huge granite rocks. 
Pausing, panting, to rest 

on a comfortable-looking | 

lichen-covered stone, . 

Somewhere below where I sit 
a cheerful gurgling sound: 

; Ji,' 

Rivulet, rivuletgurgle, 

subterranean rivuletgurgle — 

Oh, I think, oh, 

If only everyone could hear this, - ; 

under all these rocks and boulders, 
chuckle, murmur, 
flowing, gushing, 

In the dark underground, 

While brooklets above sparkle in the sun 
framed by lush green grass 
And yellow purple blue white red orange witdfloWeFs 

with yellow purple blue white red orange butterflies 
slurping them — 

No way to ever see you 
or drink from you 

(unless I return here with dynamite 
and blast my way to you) 

Only hear you for a few minutes 

before I rise and push on up 

to another monolithic mythic 
13,000 foot peak and 360 degree visionary vista 
I’ve never been. 

Oh little gurgler below me, I suppose 
you’ve been gurgling here 
every hot afternoon 
the last million years. 

I might’ve paused for a breather 

on a hundred other rocky vista spots 

on Mount Audubon’s bouldery flank, 

I might never’ve heard you 

and still been a devout lover of creeks 
and riversounds, 

I might never’ve considered the reverberations 
of somewhere under boulders 
in the dark: 
darkrivuletgurgle, 

darkrivuletgurgle... 

But beyond words, 

Beyond thoughts and dreams, 

Beyond lyrics, elegiacs, rhapsodies, 

declarations, invocations, proclamations, 

Before humans existed, before dinosaurs, 

Ancient sounds: rain, thunder, wind, surf, 

lakelapping, waterfallroar and rivuletgurgle. 
Subterranean rivuletgurgle — 

Help us, heal us, 

For you let gurgle a rivuletgurgle 
that could save the world. 


— Mac Lojowsky 


— Antler 



Demonstration closes 
biotech exhibition in Italy 

A determined, battling demonstra- 
tion closed the Worldwide Biotech Ex- 
hibition in Genua, Italy for a few hours 
on May 18. 

Thousands gathered in front of the 
station Genua Brignole for the so-called 
"Italian Seattle, " including people from 
all over Italy, Switzerland, France and 
Germany. Two political parties, the 
Greens and the Refounded Commu- 
nist Party, decided to join the demon- 
stration which openly called for civil 
disobedience to close the exhibition. 
At least 1,000 people appeared in white 
coveralls ready for civil disobedience 
with gas masks, shields and padding. 

The 10,000-strong march went di- 
rectly from the station to the exhibi- 
tion, guarded by 3,000 anti-riot cops. 
Upon arrival, confrontation was im- 
mediate. Marchers wanted to enter, 
and the cops wanted to keep them 
away, while dozens of CEOs and scien- 
tists were inside deciding our future. 

A couple of scuffles with police took 
place, injuring at least four protesters. 
However, the exhibition was besieged. 
Under very hot sun, more than 5,000 
people blocked the entrance gate yell- 
ing slogans. Nobody could enter or 
exit, not even the cops, who retreated 
behind the closed gates. 

Finally, they gave up, and the exhibi- 
tion was suspended for the entire after- 
noon, raising enthusiasm among the 
demonstrators, who moved toward the 
"MobilTebio Village," where a protest 
camp had been set up with large tents. 
The Italian government withdrew its 
endorsement of the exhibition, while 
half of the biotech companies invited 
did not show up, fearing protests. 


Activist refuses to cooper- 
ate with federal grand jury 

An animal rights activist refused to 
appear before a US grand jury convened 
July 13 in San Francisco, California, 
and told a large support demonstration 
at the federal building she would go to 
jail to resist the inquiry. 

"The underlying purpose of this FBI 
witch-hunt is an ongoing campaign of 
terror and harassment against those of 
us actively and effectively organizing 
on behalf of animals," said Anita 
Carswell, a San Francisco-area activist. 

Carswell was backed by San Fran- 
cisco National Lawyers Guild President 
Mark Vermeulen, San Francisco attor- 
ney Derek St. Pierre and Santa Rosa 
civil liberties attorney Lawrence Weiss 
who said the grand jury is being mis- 
used to harass political activists, and as 
an extension of harassment by San 
Francisco police, who earlier this year 
falsely arrested Carswell and another 
activist after windows at Neiman 
Marcus Union Square were broken by 
the Animal Liberation Front. Charges 
were later dismissed. 

Carswell risks contempt of court if 
shedoes notappear, and may faceup to 
18 months in jail. Under the grand jury 
system, she has no right to an attorney, 
to remain silent, or a right to a trial 
before being jailed. Carswell still re- 
mains free and updates can be seen at 
wwwmocompromise.org. 

In part, her statement said: "I wish to 
let it be known that I, Anita Carswell, 
have no intention qf cooperating with 
the federal grand jury... Although I and 
fellow animal rights activists are guilty 
of no crimes except holding regular 
peaceful protests, we are subject to in- 
creasing levels of intimidation and ag- 
gression... 1 have the right to remain 
silent and the right to an attorney and 
I will go to jail if necessary to uphold 
these rights for all of us." 


The sun is up, but it won't shine onto 
the South Fork of the Clearwater for hours. 
On the 1875 logging road bridge span- 
ning this river, two people sit, huddled by 
a fire for warmth against the wind and 
frosty morning air. Sleeping people lie 
haphazardly across the bridge with their 
gear. It looks like a quiet morning, maybe 
the morning after a party. 

A red pick-up drives by on Idaho 


After much arguing and delibera- 
tion, the Freddies thought they had 
figured out a bargaining chip to get 
Venus out of her fly trap. If she came 
down, she would only get a $100 fine. 
If she did not come down, the Cove/ 
Mallard Coalition would not be al- 
lowed to have their bridge dance, 
scheduled for the next evening. Venus 


and Mackey Day are home to lynx, 
black bear, moose, bull trout, tril- 
liums, morels and many other amazing 
beings. And unlike most national for- 
ests, the water in this area is still safe to 
drink straight out of the streams. How- 
ever, if the Forest Service and Shearer 
Lumber had their way, major areas in 
the GSSE would already have been 
clearcut and destroyed. 

Individuals have been placing their 
bodies on the line in the GSSE for nine 
years to keep this from happening. 
Nine years and still coming up with 
ideas that'll stump the Freddies! Used 
in southern Oregon's China Left in 
1997, the Venus Fly Trap is a bridge 
blockade technique that can be effec- 
tive with a small number of people. A 
piece of webbing is tied into one giant 
loop around the entire bridge and 
tensioned as tightly as possible. A plat- 
form or hammock is attached under- 
neath the bridge, suspended from the 
webbing. Remember, webbing stretches! 
It may need to be pre-stretched. Venus 
Fly Traps work better on taller bridges or - 
over large rapids. 

The Forest Service law enforcement 
arrived mid-day and was immediately 
confused by the structure. Activists 
were removed from the bridge for 
"safety reasons," and prohibited from 
crossing the bridge back to the high- 
way. The Freddies then reinforced the 
blockade using their vehicles, road 
closed signs and yellow "do not enter" 
tape. Three individuals were cited with 
"maintaining a structure" for sitting 
and placing their water bottles on a 
picnic table fashioned out of culverts. 


Dancing on the bridges of multinational land tapers 


would not be tricked. In response to 
this deal, she stood up on her platform 
and started dancing. "I'm having my 
own bridge boogie down here. I can 
dance under this bridge for weeks!" 

Although the Freddies cut Venus out 
of the fly trap on the third day of the 
blockade, the point was made to the 
Forest Service and the logging compa- 
nies. The Cove/Mallard Coalition let 
the Forest Service know that it will not 
let them destroy the Big Wild! Creativ- 
ity and sheer will power can prevail 
over the corporate and governmental 
machine that is desecrating our planet. 

The legality of the Otter-Wing tim- 
ber sale is currently under scrutiny in 
the federal court system. On June 5, 

f I e. cx v vv et 1 a /\] + i o n 0 1 F 


by Natalie Shapiro 

Idaho forest activists are celebrat- 
ing the cancellation of two huge tim- 
ber sales. On July 14, the Northern 
Region of the Forest Service reversed 
the North Lochsa Face (NLF) project 
in response to an appeal by several , 
environmental groups and the Nez 
Perce Tribe. 

With 7 5 million board-feet (mmbf) 
to be logged on 8,000 acres, the NLF 
was the biggest timber sale proposed 
by the Clearwater National Forest in 
years. Over 3,000 acres of the logging 
was to be conducted in the North 
Lochsa Slope Roadless Area, includ- 
ing a 1,000 acre clearcut. 


our appeal on an ongoing lawsuit re- 
garding Otter-Wing was heard. The 
lead judge is known for "speedy" re- 
turns, so we should know the court's 
decision sometime in the next 100 
years. The lawsuit is based on the Forest 
Service's lack of updated information 
on this area. The Final Environmental 
Impact Statement (EIS) was completed 
11 years ago, and has not been 
updated since — a blatant viola- 
tion of the National Environ- 
mental Policy Act. Normally, a 
supplemental EIS is to be com- 
pleted every five years. This is 
especially important since spe- 
cies which inhabit the Otter- 
Wing area have changed listings 
during this time; the bull trout 
has been listed as endangered 
and the lynx as threatened. 

Monitoring done by the Cove/ 
Mallard Coalition and Friends of 
the Clearwater has found that 
there are rampant violations in 
both PACFISH regulations (eco- 
system-based aquatic habitat and 
riparian area management strat- 
egy developed in the mid-1990s) 
and road building standards. The 
cut and fill slopes are much too 
steep and are causing large 
amounts of sediment to flow di- 
rectly into streams and creeks 
that are the last intact habitat for 
aquatic life on the South Fork of 
the Clearwater River. Two of these 
creeks, John's Creek and Wing 
>ers Creek, are occupied habitat for 
steelhead trout and bull trout, 
both listed under the Endangered Spe- 
cies Act. All the other drainages along 
this river have already been badly dam- 
aged by excessive "management." 

As usual, the court system is moving 
too sluggishly to protect these forests 
from the chainsaw. Direct action has 
once again become a necessity in this 
beautiful wilderness area. Logging can 
legally begin anytime, no matter what 
stage the lawsuit is in. Cove/Mallard 
Coalition activists will not let this area 
be destroyed! 

For more information, contact the 
Cove/Mallard Coalition, POB 8968, 
Moscow, ID 83843; (208) 882-9755; 
cove@moscow.com. 

— Cove/Mallard Coalition 
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Days later. Federal Magistrate Leif 
B. Erickson canceled the Fish Bate 
timber sale, also in the Clearwater 
NF. This 27 mmbf sale would have 
cut 500 acres of red cedar old growth 
near the North Fork Clearwater River. 

The judge ruled that the Forest 
Service failed to show that 10 per- 
cent of the forest is old growth, as 
the Forest Plan requires, and that its 
reliance on Best Management Prac- 
tices to protect watersheds from land- 
slides was arbitrary and capricious. 

Fish Bate was part of a broader 
lawsuit against the Clearwater Na- 
tional Forest filed by the Land and 
Water Fund of the Rockies on behalf 
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DEAREST SHIT EOR BRAINS... 


Greetings Earth First! 

In defense of the "Dear Shit for 
Brains" letter I submitted and was 
published in the Beltane issue of 
the Journal. In the letter, I stated 
that corporate rule is a product of 
the capitalist constitution in these 
states. Then I challenged those who 
are against the revolution. By some 
grave mistake, the editor placed 
"EFIers" where I put "pseudo-envi- 
ronmentalist revolutionary 
bashers," changing the letter. My 
understanding is that EFIers place 
the environment first in' priority. 
Those who speak against revolu- 
tionists who seek to end capitalist- 
obligatory (the social state in the 
US that is also predominate in the 
world) are not EFIers. Hate mail 
and love letters accepted by me, a 
captive of the state. 

— James Ray Howard #65679, 
LFC/DOC, Box 10,000, Limon, 
CO 80826 

Dear poop fer brainz, 

In a non-conformingbreak with 
tradition, we are writing today to 
thank the EF! Journal and its editors 
for adding its voice to the ahti- 
genetic engineering "movement." 

While most publications tend to 
focus on the more human centered 
aspects of biotechnology, the Jour- 
nal has been instrumental in help- 
ing convince radicals that this issue 
is very much an issue about ecology 
and wild nature, not whether or hot 
upper class Amerikans have access 
to "pure" food. 

The upsurge of groups bearing 
the RAGE (Resistance against Ge- 
netic Engineering) name taking 
action in their communities, the 
Biodevestation gathering which 
brought over 3,000 people to Bos- 
ton to confront the biotech indus- 
try and the more than 30 dramatic 
actions taken to destroy research 
crops and trees (GE or just yer ran 
o’ the mill hybrid monsters) have 
all made a difference in the fight 
against genetic modification, in- 
dustrial agriculture and the 
commodification of life. 

Thank you for printing such in- 
formative articles on this issue (such 
as the GE tree report) as well as 
outlining what people can do about 
them ( Dear Ned Ludd) and what 
people have done to destroy this 
technology (Earth Night News). In a 
time of ever more state repression 
and dilution of radical ideas, the 
Journal has been unflinching in 
their coverage of biotechnology. 

This summer we hope to see 
even more actions taken to destroy 
GE crops, trees and the property of 
those who seek to push this tech- 
nology on the world. As the Anar- 
chist Golfing Association suggested 
in a recent communique, "Let this 
summer be a call to farms!" 

We hope to see people this 
summer, July 20-26, in Minne- 
apolis, Minnesota, to confront 
the International Society for 
Animal Genetics' conference. For 
more information contact 
grainrage@visto .com . 

Sincerely, 

— Bioengineering Action Network 

PS Last month's Earth NightNews 
listed a tree action at Potlatch in 
Eastern Oregon as claimed by the 
ELF. In fact, the communique made 
no mention of the group's name. 

Dear Comrade or Lady, 

I wanted to thank you for the 
Eostar and Beltane issues of the 
Earth First! Journal. It's sad that 
ranchers can still get away with 
killing wolves that prey on cattle 
that aren't even supposed to be 
grazing in their territory. I saw a 


very large grey wolf almost five 
years ago in the Black Road Desert 
on a bike ride from Idaho to Cali- 
fornia. There's no mistaking these 
animals. I think it was one of the 
most beautiful things I've seen. In 
such an ancient land the wolf al- 
most seemed like a ghost. It was at 
enough of a distance he didn't 
seem too afraid of me. I can't say 
the same. I don't think I'd peddled 
so fast in a long time. But to think 
back on that momentfills me with 
a kind of longing for something as 
humans I think we've lost, our 
connection with the natural world, 
with our souls. To see an animal 
like that in the wild is something 
magical... that makes you feel like 
a damned being. I don't think 
there's anything I miss more in 
prison than the smell of a pine tree 
or the singing of sagebrush. None 
of the ranchers I've known were 
any fuckin' good. They're in it for 
the money. They don't care about 
the kind of damage their industry 
does. They never wonder why we're 
all so tired and stupid, or why an 
animal without claws or fangs 
would eat cows. They don't even 
use their money to put back into 
nature or get rid of capital once and 
for all. In short, they make good 
shields for the capitalists. But the 
rest of us aren't much better. How 
much longer will we let ourselves 
be manipulated sexually? Do 
people really believe there is "no 
alternative?" Don't think the capi- 
talists don't understand monkey 
business. You may print, edit or 
distribute this letter or my name 
and address as you see fit. I don't 
supposed you have a damaged copy 
of Desert Solitaireby Edward Abbey, 
Or a novel lying around? 
Monkeywrench Gang ? Contrary to 
what most people are told, those of 
us in isolation do not have access 
to the library. Think Like a Moun- 
tain ? The End of Nature? 

From the Machine, 

—Jon Shepherd #771354, POB 

9200, Telford Unit, New Boston, 
TX 75570 

Dear SFB, 

I am going to fight your "appa- 
ratus of oppression" by off-roading 
in my jeep and I hope I run 
into someone like you. Your arro- 
gance is amazing. Your feelings of 
persecution at the hands of "the 
system" is pathetic. When people 
don't see things your way, you 
burn, threaten and vandalize. 
Where is your peace, love and tol- 
erance? You can dish it out, but 
you just can't take it. See you on 
the trail. Dirt first baby!!!! 

— Mary 

Dear SFB, 

We would just like to express our 
support for Craig Rosebraugh and 
Josh Harper, the earth liberation 
activists from the Pacific North- 
west currently being harassed by 
agents of repression for voicing 
their support of revolutionary di- 
rect action by the underground 
Earth Liberation Front. (See EF!J 
June-July 2000). Ever since Craig 
received, then publicized the ELF 
communique following the Vail 
bonfire and began issuing subse- 
quent ones from across the US, his 
community Has been menaced by 
the state and he has come under 
intense scrutiny by the mainstream 
media. Intimidated by neither, 
Craig and Josh continue to act as 
voices of reason in a world gone 
mad, eloquently expressing their 
own opinions with courage and 
dignity in the face of Grand Jury 
persecution, and standing up for 


ecological harmony and social jus- 
tice. All of the no-compromise 
green anarchist EFi'ers among us 
who believe in fighting the good 
fight by any means necessary need 
to support Craig and Josh, in word 
and deed! 

Live wild or die, 

— -Fred and Wilma in Wales 
: . 

To the Editor: 

Where is the outrage? 

Shankpainterand Clapps Ponds 
have the largest quaking bogs on a 
sand barrier in the world. These 
ponds' ecosystem are home to the 
highest density of rare and endan- 
gered species in Massachusetts, in- 
cluding dragon's mouth orchid, 
several carnivorous orchids, East- 
ern spadefoot toad, spotted turtle, 
etc. Clapps is one of seven remain- 
ing sites in the world for the water 
willow borer moth. * 

This Wetland Ecosystem is the 
most important wooded wildlife 
corridor in Provincetown, as it 
stretchesfromHerringCoveto Race 
Point Road and is bordered on one 
side by encroaching development 
and on the other by dunes. 

Clapps is profoundly beauti- 
ful year round with color, no 
development and miles of na- 
ture trails, providing fantastic 
rare bird sightings. 

On a narrow steep hill, with pond 
water lapping at its base, the town 
plans to put a sewage treatment 
plant. This hill being the water 
recharge area for Shankpainter 
Pond as Cape Cod Commission 
(CCC) studies indicate. 

In 100 years, Massachusetts has 
lost half its wetlands. 

CCC studies indicate ground- 
water flows at one-foot-per-day. 
As Shankpainter Pond stretches to 
Shankpainter Road, how long will 
it take this leech to plume the 
quarter mile? 

These rare ponds are clear of any 
phragmites, an exotic reed that 
has choked out many Massachu- 
setts wetlands, including their 
native orchids. Phragmites thrive 
from change in water flow and 
nitrate levels. Leeching 350,000 
to 850,000 gallons per day is cer- 
tainly going to effect pond water 
levels and quality. 

This facility will serve 10 percent 
of the town's population, mostly 
restaurants and guesthouses and is 
truly for future development. 

Why would Provincetown offi- 
cials insist on risking destroying 
this endangered habitat when other 
more appropriate alternatives have 
been ignored? 

— Sheila Benzer, Outer Cape 
Environmental Action Network 

'SfiV 

Dear Earth First!, 

Recently another prisoner let me 
read your publication. This was my 
first time ever to see such a paper. 

I am very interested in all the issues 
in EF! I would be very grateful if 
you would print this letter in your 
paper. I'm in hopes someone with 
interest in the same issues will read 
it and write to me. 

Thank you. 

— Henry Garcia #113069, 
UCIA-1 P-1104, POB 221, 
Raiford, FL 32083 

Dear Sir or Ma'am, 

I'm an army pilot stationed at 
Fort Hood Texas and I was wonder- 
ing if you were interested in some 
information. I'm an environmen- 
talist, believe it or not, just not 
affiliated with any of the groups 
out there (being in the military, I 
had to give up the right to join 
groups), so I was appalled when I 


found out how the helicopter I 
flew dumped raw fuel on the 
ground upon aircraft shutdown. 

The aircraft in question is the 
UH-60 Blackhawk helicopter. 
When the aircraft shuts down, a 
mechanical unit known as the 
Pressurizing and Overspeed Unit 
purges about one-half to one gal- 
lon of fuel after the ignition sys- 
tem is shutdown. Jet fuel QP4, 5 
and 8) is, as you are probably 
aware much more toxic than your 
standard 89 Octane gasoline. JP8 
will blister skin, much like a sec- 
ond degree burn. It is kerosene 
based, burns extremely dirty and 
has known carcinogens in it 
(namely the antifreeze additives, 
commonly known as PRIST). 
With an average of over 50 to 70 
flights a day, that much fuel gets 
leeched into the ground and into 
any natural watersources/aqui- 
fers out there. Maybe you could 
use this information one day in 
your fight. I'm forbidden to go 
publicly, but I needed to tell 
someone. The Army has conve- 
niently forgotten to tell the EPA 
about its aircraft, since all of them 
do this sort of fuel dump in one 
form or the other, so the Army 
does this under the EPA's nose. 

Sincerely, 

—John 

Dear SFB, 

Your tactics that you seem to be 
so proud of are making me sick. 
What is the average age of your 
group — under 30? Too young to 
remember, let alone care, that the 
classic achievement of the radical 
left is to kill off their allies. Unlike 
the radical right, centrists and lib- 
erals cannot compete with you for 
media attention because their ar- 
guments (if you listen) are too 
complex for a sound bite. You are 
handing the media and radical 
right exactly what they want — a 
dramatic picture. Y our demonstra- 
tions against Gore will boost 
Bush — and you can bet his 
braintmst will know how to use 
your PR shows. On the other hand, 
you do Bush no harm by attacking 
him, since your attacks only in- 
crease the loyalty of his constitu- 
ents — especially the NRA. 

If you had any serious proposals 
to solve the world's ills, let alone 
practical proposals, I would be less 
antagonistic. But all you do is yell 
and attack the one presidential can- 
didate who deserves support be- 
cause he has in fact championed 
environmental causes and taken 
the political heat for doing so. But 
you guys are ideological purists — 
no one else possesses truth and 
righteousness, so you smite away 
mightily at the wrong targets. I 
greatly fear that by the time you 
grow up, it will be too late: Roe vs. 
Wade will be overturned; federal 
lands will be retained for the exclu- 
sive, tax-supported use of the min- 
ing companies, and Key West will 
be drowning — but since the island 
has a large gay population, nobody 
will care. 

— Marcia 

Dear SFB, 

Earth Firstl's occupation of A1 
Gore's Campaign headquarters was 
a tactical blunder reminiscent of 
the protests at the Democratic na- 
tional convention in 1968. 

Thirty years ago, the cross be- 
tween drama and chaos on the 
streets of Chicago was widely cred- 
ited with helping to elect Nixon, 
who turned out to be far worse in 
more ways than Hubert 
Humphrey, the Democrats' nomi- 


nee, would have been. 

By humiliating Gore and at- 
tempting to tarnish his integrity, 
Earth Firstlers might well turn 
voters toward Bush. Now think 
about the judges that Bush would 
appoint, in the EPA head he would 
appoint, the Secretary of State he 
would appoint, about his record 
of ignoring environmental issues 
and cozying up to — and abet- 
ting — polluters in Texas. Can any 
thinking person believe that it 
doesn't matter at all whether Bush 
is elected instead of Gore? Any- 
one who does is naive. 

Sure, Gore isn't my ideal either. 
But Bush as president would be far 
more likely to be a flaming disaster 
for the environment. So at least 
practice equal opportunity humili- 
ation and sabotage — protest Bush's 
lack of environmental boldness just 
as loudly, publicly and dramati- 
cally as you have Gore's. 

— Bennett Daviss 

Dear SFB, 

What's wrong with A1 Gore? He 
might have flipped on abortion, 
guns, and smoking but isn't he the 
Earth in the Balance author? 

— Moon Glum 

Dearest Shit for Brains, 

Two comments: 

First, I take exception with the 
claim in last issue's editorial (see 
EF!J June-July 2000) that SFBs are 
merely "entertaining" and some- 
how less important than EF! J ar- 
ticles. The SFB section is one of the 
most informative, interesting and 
enduring sections of the /, it's read 
first by most folks I know. More 
diversity of opinion is reflected in 
SFB's than in the main body of the 
paper, and letters will often ad- 
dress key issues such as tactics and 
strategy. Many publications have 
a policy of printing every letter 
received with no limit on length 
(Green Anarchist, Fifth Estate, Anar- 
chy, AJOD, LWOD), thereby giv- 
ing readers a much-needed forum 
for debate and self-expression. I 
think the more thoughtful SFBs in 
the paper the better. 

Second, Tucson EFI's proposal to 
take over publication of the Journal 
included their opinions about the 
direction the movement should be 
heading, good, but I thought their 
rhetoric had a distasteful authori- 
tarian tone: "Our desire is... to rep- 
resent Earth Firstl's social, political 
and spiritual evolution not only in 
the pages of the Journal, but in the 
Earth First! movement itself... It's 
time for the Journal to be utilized to 
expand our ranks..." Excuse me, 
but I don't feel that the EF! Journal 
would be well served by a vanguard 
cadre of individuals "representing" 
the movement in classic liberal, 
proselethizing terms. Their charac- 
terization of EF! as just another 
lobby seeking to expand its power 
base through being more socially 
inclusive is worrying. Increasing 
cultural diversity within the move- 
ment is certainly an important 
and noble goal that should be 
pursued, but I fear Tucson EFI's 
specified emphasis on their role 
as making EF! more populist 
means these self-appointed "lead- 
ers" want to lead us out herein 
"the ranks" down a dead-end 
leftist path. I much prefer the 
more chaotic, anti-authoritarian 
route envisioned by the vibrant 
eco-anarchist elements within 
EF!. We don't need "representa- 
tion," we need inspiration from ‘ 
the Journal. 

Love & Rage, 

— TK 
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Dear SFB, 

Events colliding with or center- 
ing on the Democratic Party con- 
vention in August may say a great 
deal about the extent and direc- 
tion of our awakening movement. 

Los Angeles 2000 could be quite 
major, maybe, even eclipsing 
what happened in Seattle eight 
months ago. Thus, it could be 
argued, we find ourselves at a 
crossroads at this time of possibil- 
ity and challenge. 

What is this new movement? 

What does it need to become? 

Just prior to the Demo conven- 
tion and coinciding with it in 
mid-August, the North American 
Anarchist Conference will, T 
think, be tackling these questions. 

And because the current upsurge 
is obviously anarchy-oriented, 
this conference may be very im- 
portant, even decisive. 

Earth First! too may be wonder- 
ing what its course is/should be as 
a state of planetary crisis meets 
renewed opposition, after decades 
of almost uninterrupted slumber. 

As most of you know, I'm sure, 
the early years of EF! were heavily 
oriented toward Deep Ecology: 
biocentric, monkey-wrenching, 

Dave Foreman, etc. Then, 10 years 
ago, a major shift set in, installing 
the currently dominant "socially 
conscious" emphasis. This is a gen- 
erally liberal-leftist-progressive 
outlook: Northern California-in- 
fluenced, alliances with unions, 
civil disobedience, political cor- 
rectness, etc. 

To me, the present reformist para- 
digm jars more heavily against the 
"No Compromise in the Defense 
of Mother Earth!" watchword than 
did the earlier monkeywrenching 
destruction of nature, but the re- 
formist approach makes no break 
with those institutions. The mili- 
tancy of EF! at present simply does 
not challenge capital, technology 
or civilization with a coherent or 
radical critique, and thus tries to 
defend the natural world on the 
terms set forth by the system. 

The anarchy movement obvi- 
ously is or should be "environ- 
mentalist," to put it crudely, and 
yet the distance between anar- 
chists and EFlers isn't closing as seen as negative, why? Because 
fast as many of us might wish, its non-consensual, violence is 
And we have our own challenges, the art of using force agair- 


consider attending the North 
American Anarchist Conference 
August 11-17. Anarchy is the anti- 
authoritarian spirit we all share, 
the commonality behind our vari- 
ous efforts. Let's meet to define 
and energize our movement and 
go forward together. Viva LA! 

— -John Zerzan 

Dear SFB, 

Since I kind of facilitated the 
last Sons of Hayduke workshop 
and the Fight Club at the Ten- 
nessee RRR, some folks thought 
it appropriate to clear up some 
c oncerns t hat were voiced. For 
many people within the Earth 
First! movement, both past and 
present, nonviolence is seen as 
one of a number of useful and 
appropriate tactics to defend the 
pristine remainingwild areas. For 
others, nonviolence is a lifestyle 
and is considered the only way 
to defend the Earth. In rejent 
times this later group has estab- 
lished itself as the face of Earth 
First!, defining the movement 
with their versions of pacifism, 
nonviolent civil disobedience, 
and coalition building. I believe 
this represents a large part of the 
modern EF! mo vement, but it is 
*-its-«atuetyr'There were 40+ 
people at the Sons of Hayduke 
meeting, 25-30 participants in 
the Fight Club, and 80-100 spec- 
tators, and several dozen others 
who voiced their support and/or 
interest. This says to me that 
there is a significant number of 
Earth Firstlers that do not sup- 
port nonviolence as a lifestyle or 
political correctness^What 1 was 
L also told over ana over and over 
again is that people are hesitant 
and even afraid of voicing such 
opinions and beliefs, fear not 
from tha state or, law enforce* 
ment B^t ftbm jpeopie within the 
movement. They fear being 
branded "racists," "sexists," 
"rednecks," general exclusion, 
and alienation from the groups 
and individuals, that embrace 
non-violence as a lifestyle. They 
fear not being Included in the, 
dare I say it, mainstream of EF! 
Violence as we understand it is 


chief of which is the same ofth? 
that EF! faces: namely, the impos- 


about what Gandhi would do if he 
were alive. 

Check this out though, Gandhi 
is alive. Gandhi's words actions 
and spirit are alive. Gandhi's heart 
is alive. You can realize that spirit 
and heart and do what you know 
is right. What is right 
Biocentrically. Life affirming ac- 
tion and nonaction. * 

Collective focus. Speaking out tog| 
the slumbering masses. 

Not fucking compromising! Be- 
cause we are near death. Smack the 
zombies aside the backs of their 
heads with your example of how to 
live. Inspire the brainwashed with 
your compassion and sustainable 
way. Celebrate little victories as 
well as big. Energy follows atten- 
tion, pay lessmindtowhatbothers 
you and focus upon doing that 
which matters. 

Yes damn it, Enough! 

Namaste + Love, 

— Benny, Benjamin R. Wood 
J-46190, HDSP, B-2, 1494 POB 

3030, Sosanville, CA 96127-3030 

Dear SFB, 

Greetings Comrades and 
Kindreds. I write to you from the 
tombs of America's Prison Indus- 
trial Complex as a prisoner of poli- 
tics and captive of the state. Having 
now been processed through the 
judicial meat grinder and viewed 
i the so-called "free world" from be- 
Lhind deadly electrified fences and 
razor wire, any residual illusions 1 
lad about God's Country are per- 
lanentfv obliterated. Two years ago. 
/l .was jus t like you — a free spirit with 
' a p^ffiinn fnr sanrtity nf 

wilderne ss and divinity of the hu- 
‘rnail Cieative soul. I imbibecT the 
kind herbs, ate organic vegan food, 
hada dognamed Bandit, playedmy 
hand drum at sunset on the beach 
at BigSur, walked blissfully barefoot 
in Utah canyons, slept under moon 
and endless stars on Arizona mesas, 
and yes, I hugged old-growth elders 
in Humboldt county. Like you, I 
walked closer to the edge of this 
civilization and had virtually aban- 
doned the maniacal rituals of death 
and culture of consumption on 
which we are all raised. I wanted to 
change the world, and still do! 

Also like you, l am not a crimi- 
nal. I never infringed on the rights 
of another; As a Buddhist I don't 
even kill insects, yet here I am, 
imprisonedbecause I "pose a threat 


eone/When aggression an 
'viblentie'ure done in a container 

sibility of being at the same time} and consensual manner it ceasesj| to society." The crime is irrelevant 
an inspiring breakthrough and a to be power over, it is coopera-1 ' when you are guilty until proven 
part of the Left. tion with everyone concerned! guilty. I did not participate in 

There are many ongoing efforts working together towards a mu-^ court, 1 did not comply with any 
the various leftistt 


to "green up 
projects, but what they 


look 


that Marxism 


tualgoal/ATTof 1 the cone 
SStTaL the morning circle the 
day after the SOH/FC; location 


aspect of probation, I refused to 
pay one cent to the state, and 
even worse 1 told them what I 


technology or means produc- 
tion. Thus it is the height oldftco- 
herence for the Wobbliesto preSent 
themselves as seriously opposed to 
the ever-encrojuchingfiancer of 
technology and-capitai— they are 
the "Industrial" "Workers," after 
all — as if industrialism and wage 
labor are acceptable givens. 

As the crisis deepens, more folks 
see leftistt! as part of the problem, 
not part of the solution. One rea- 
son "primitivxst" anarchy is catch- 
ing on rather quickly is that the left 
doesn't grasp the real social impov- 
erishment and immiseration that 
is so rampant. We don't need more 
of what the system of technology, 
capital, and civilization is provid- 


Club events will be held away wanted was to live my life sepa 
from the main paths and only rate and apart from the madness, 
people that are fighting will be and this is precisely why 1 was 


attending. However, I think it 
was a good thing that the first 
one was held in the open to get 
people talking about the con- 
cepts and to show the significant 
segment of EF! that agrees with 
such things that there are others 
like them in the movement. If 
anyone would like to discus this 
more please feel free to write. 
Also, if there are any groups that 
are interested in forming Sons of 
Hayduke and/or Fight Club chap- 
ters,; drop me a line so we can 
stay connected. 

IS —Wade, POB 321, Athens, WI 


54411 


ing, but less of it. Freedom, health, 
adventure lie elsewhere: a new 
sion, utterly distinct from the old#|SP' B ' . 

world is our vital need. jjgS§|Bl! ^ a y' anc * Right On to Almond 
I hope that many of you will writin 8 < see £f-'/ June-July 2000) 


labeled a threat. The ruling mi- 
nority, which we all know seeks 
to spread its dominion across the 
globe through police and mili- 
tary intimidation, can only ac- 
complish this by eradicating 
those who refuse to participate. 
Exterminated the Fourth World, 
emaciate the Third World, and 
incarcerate First World dissi- 
dents. If you are not working to 
pay your taxes and buy products, 
if you are not giving all your 
blood, sweat, and tears to the 
myopic machine, then you are 
not wanted in "civilized society." 
(an oxymoron if I ever saw one). 

Brothers and sisters, fellow activ- 
ists and freedom fighters, when 
through the course of your direct 
actions and resistance you find 


yourself confronted with the po- 
lice state, please take the threat of 
imprisonment seriously. It can 
happen to anyone at anytime. You 
will not find truth, nor justice, nor 
an vestige of basic human decency 
in the legal process. They don't 
care about who you are, your fam- 
ily, your children, your life. All 
they want is to lock you up, shut 
you up, and get you out of the 
way. Please be careful and precise 
- whether you work in the spirit of 
Gandhi or Hayduke, we need you 
out there to continue the struggle. 
Fortunately, the Evil Empire, by 
its very destructive nature, will 
eventually destroy itself. I would 
like to commend Josh Harper, who 
is currently being harassed by the 
grand jury in Portland, for choos- 
ing non-participation as his course 
of action and setting an example. 
Showing up for court only per- 
petuates and validates their con- 
trol. Gandhi saiditbest: "Proclaim 
to the government: You may hang 
us on the gallows, you may send 
us to prison, but you will get no 
cooperation from us." 

Until we meet again on the 
front lines... 

— Desert Wolf (Brad 
Whitescarver), #97892, Fremont 
Correctional Facility, POB 999, 
Canon City, CO 81215) 

Submission-Saboteurs Fer Brains, 
Ahhh, I remember the good 
old days when I was on the re- 
ceiving end of contentious com- 
plaints accusing the Journal of 
butchering contributor's literary 
masterpieces... 

With regards to the article you 
'commissioned us to write (Britain's 
inter Moot, March-April 2000) 
en deconstructed into a piece of 1 
Crap devoid of any interesting con 
tent, obliterating the original mean- 
ing causing us much frustration 
«md embarrassment, all I have to ^ 
say is aaarrrggghhh - leave people's 
shit alone! Editing for length and 
grammar is appropriate, but the 
Journal shouldn't edit content sub- 
verting author's intentions, nor 
print edited versions over author's 
qb jections as happened in this case, 
'mon folks, I know you could 
hould) do better? 

We gave you 1 ,000 words on the 
EF!UK Winter Moot as requested 
and you cut it to 600 words. We 
offered our own 600 word edit, 
said mn that, the original report, or 
nothing. Your edit ran anyway — 
under our names! 

Our report was about EFIUK's 
'feeling that opposing capital- 
ism alone wasn't the same as 
opposing the totality of our op- 
pressions and estrangements.' 
You evidently didn't understand 
this and cut it so that readers 
had no chance to either. This 
was more censorship than stu- 
pidity as you also cut referenc es 
to EFIUK's post-Seattle rejectio n 
of pacifist ground-rules, unio n 
mediation and take-o ver at- 
tempts by crude 'anti-capifaUst ' 
rhetoricians beyond EF!UK (the 
Socialist Workers Party) and 
within it (MayQgy 2000's 'old- 
time anarchists/)? 

As it took you over two 
months (!) to send us the issue 
in question, delaying our re- 
sponse, some might think it's a 
'moot' poin ft'We feel an apol- 
ogy is in order and copies of our 
original Moot articles should 
be forwarded-^to anyone who 
requests them? 

Yours, for the destruction of 


civilization, not EF!J submissions, 

“ — I K and John Connor 
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Dear SFB, 

I think what you ape doing is 
very important to the continued 
protection of our environment. 1 
have been an environmental ac- 
tivist for over 10 years now. It is 
very important that Americans 
know the truth about what big 
corporations are doing to us 
through globalization and genetic 
engineering. My great grandfather 
was a farmer and he must be roll- 
ing over in his grave with the 
knowledge of what these corpora- 
tions are doing to our crops. It 
must stop. ; 

I am also a history teacher. I 
plan to have my main focus on 
environmental history. It is so 
important that people are edu- 
cated in the environment and 
what is happening to it and how 
we can save it. 

|f Keep up the good work. 

Sincerely, 

— Amy E. Swenson 

Dear Brains, 

We need some excitement and 
we need to develop a capacity for 
understanding the world and the 
solution. In search of truth and 
clear thinking, please write to the 
Journal about the lies and tweaky 
angles found in many Journal ar- 
ticles and EF! positions. 

For example: "No compromise 
in Defense of Mother Earth?" Lies 
grow well in vague ideas, no com- 
promise by who? Do we mean that 
anyone who deviates in any way 
from 'whatever' we believe in 
should be attacked? This would 
eliminate all coalitions (actually a 
good idea!). 

No compromise of tactics? Ob- 
viously, not using direct violence 
is a compromise. Not encourag- 
ing property damage is a com- 
promise. 

Even for those of you trapped in 
the passivist-wonderland world of 
"love" and "non-violence," No 
Compromise would mean that you 
are compelled to give your life and 
expect others to do so too. Orwhat 
about no compromise of the truth? 
EF! continues to lie through its 
vagueness, its undefined language, 
through omission and through the 
use of slogans and images which 
are extremely contradictory. For 
example: "Dancing on the 
Ruins... Actualize Industrial Col- 
lapse..." and "We're for Preserving 
Big Wilderness... We're here for 
the workers... Here’s the Headwa- 
ters Stewardship Plan..." Patience 
is compromise! 

Half-truths, confusing slogans 
like, "No Compromise," and the 
fear that radicals have about how 
we will get to a new world are 
stunting the growth of any serious 
threat to the system. To be radical 
means to uproot. Check out the 
Black-Block and Anarchy — they are 
much clearer and truthful. Sup- 
port the ELF! 

—Zinnia A.K.A. Mr. Nut 

PS Poverty is the answer, what's 
the question? (Ghandi, M) 

Dear SFB, 

I saw the picture of the FBI 
agent on page 15 of the Beltane 
issue. I'm tired of cops always 
taking my picture for their files! 
I think we should start carrying 
cameras too and taking their pic- 
tures. Even a broken thrift store 
camera without film ought to 
make the cops nervous, espe- 
cially if lots of us were carrying 
them. Plus you never know what 
you might catch on film, or wish 
you had. 

— Soy Cheese 
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North America's very 
first issue of the pa- 
per the police can't 
suppress. 

This issue is an in- 
troduction to deep 
ecology, primitivism, 
social ecology, diggers 
and more. Plus the latest news from eco 
defense, animal liberation, community 
resistance and prisoner news from here 
and around the world. Recommended 
for all Greens and Anarchists. 

Number 2.out September 1, 2000. 

Only $2 per issue or $10/5 issue 
subscription from POB 11331, Eugene, 
OR 97440, U$A. 
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Support our work to defend the 
buffalo with the purchase of a 




Proceeds go to our 
front-lines efforts 
to protect America’s 
last wild buffalo 

‘Peroxide Bleached 
‘Organic Cotton 
*2 Styles: Woodcut 


Arrrgh! A new crew has taken the 
helms of ye olde LWOD. Send in your 
submissions (art, stories, graphics, 
whatever) now for #8. We have shirts 
and propaganda. All the old favorites 
and, two new ones: Winnie the Pooh 
visualizing industrial collapse and the 
north amerikan nighttime gardeners 
guild. Send 10 well concealed dollars 
with three color choices for shirt, POB 
58044, Minneapolis, MN 55458. 


and Buffalo Head 
*4 Sizes: S,M,L,X 
Specify style and size when or- 
dering, designs posted at website. 

Buffalo Field Campaign, POB 
957, West Yellowstone, MT59758; 
(406) 646-0070; (406) 646-0071 
(fax); buffalo@wildrockies.org; 
www.wildrockies.org/buffalo/ 
teez.html. 


Wild Rockies Wilderness Week 

jAuaust 25-3 *1 

Come join us at the Cove/Mallard base camp for seven days of 
workshops, food and fun. This week is dedicated to the defense of our 
incredible wild rockies wilderness; nonviolent direct action focusing on 
the Otter-Wing and Mackey Day timber sales. 

Bring skills to share, creativity and imagination, friends, food and beer 
donations, and shelter for yourself. Come for good music and to learn 
about Cove/Mallard and Otter Wing, nonviolent direct action, timber 
sale monitoring, stream surveys, tree climbing and guerilla cooking. 

Contact us at POB 8968, Moscow, ID 83843; (208) 882-9755; 

cove@moscow. com . 


■ Who Says You Can’t 
Change the World? 

Check out E/The Environmental Magazine and learn 
how you can make a difference in your world! 

Tiether you want to simply “green up” your own personal life- 
style — or join in efforts to clean up oceans, save wildlife, or 
ite pesticides from our food — E will inform and inspire you 
■i per year! 

E covers the “big” issues, like global warming, the state of our oceans, and the 
impacts of growing population — all with contact information so you can plug into 
efforts to turn the tide. PLUS, E ’ s “Green Living” departments will provide you 
with loads of information and ideas for living more in harmony with the Earth. 

“Where have I been to miss such an outstanding publication?” 

— Dean Whitehead, West Hollywood, CA 


SEND FOR A FREE TRIAL. ISSUE TODAY! 


Prisoner Support Listings 

Please write these prisoners to show your support. 

Spirit of Freedom is Earth Liberation Prisoner's on-line newsletter. View it 
at www.geocities.com/earthlibprisoner. To contact Spirit of Freedom email 
earthlibprisoner@hotmail.com. 

Earth liberation 

•Darren Murray, FM 4729, HM Prison, Chelmsford Springfield Road, 
Chelmsford, Essex, CM2 6LQ, England. Darren was an activist from the 
Golden Cross protest camp, set up to oppose the destruction or woodland 
to make way for luxury homes. The camp was evicted on May 12. He was 

arrested during the evictions a nd is now inJHM Prison Chelmsford. 

C5_*Jed Kac zynski, #0 4475-046, POB 8500, Florence, CO 81226-8500. > 
•Wiebo A. Ludwig, Grand Cache institution, Bag 4000, Grand Cache, 
Alberta, TOE 0Y0, Canada. 

June 18 

•Robert Thaxton #12112716, OSP, 2605 State St., Salem, OR 97310, 
USA(six years). 

•Kuldip Bajwa (DN7230), HM Prison, Jebb Avenue, Brixton, London, 
SW2 5XF, England (21 months). 

•Sean Brown, BP5610, HMYOI Ashfield, Sherwood Road, 

Pucklechurch, Bristol, BS16 9LY, England (12 months). 

•Jeff Booker, DN7071, Elmley Eastchurch, Sheerness, ME12 40Z, 

England (21 months). 

•Stuart Tokam, DN7072, HMP Brixton, Jebb Ave, London, SW2 
5XF, England (12 months). 

•Thomas Wall, FF4431, HMP Belmarsh, Western Way, Thamesmead, 
London, SE28 OEB, England (18 months). 

•Jon Barnett, FB5538, HMYOI, Bedfont Rd, Feltham,TW13 4ND, 

England (six months). 

Animal liberation 

•Aaron Rudra, PB 43, 5726 Vaksdal, Norway. Sentenced to 10 
months for an arson attack against a slaughterhouse in Bergen. 

•Barry Horne, VC2141, HMP Belmarsh, Western Way, Thamesmead, 
London, SE28 OEB, England. Serving 18 years for various anti vivisection 
arsons and attempted arsons. 

•Darren Cole, FN4694, HMP Blakenhurst, Howell Lane, Redditch, Worcs, 
BN7 6QS, England. On remand for an anti-live exports bomb hoax at 
Dover Docks. 

•Justin Samuel, c/o North American ALF Supporters Group, POB 69597, 5845 
Yonde St, Willowdale, Ontario, M2N 4K3, Canada. Just extradited to the US 
from Belgium. 

•Mel Broughton, DJ8216, HMP The Mount, Molyneaux Ave, Bovingdon, 
Hemel Hempstead, Herts, HP3 ONZ, England. Sentenced to four years 
imprisonment for conspiracy to cause explosions. 

•Tony Humphries. AP7965, HMP Swaleside, Brabazon Rd, Eastchurch, 
Sheerness, Kent, ME12 4DZ, UK. Sentenced to seven years for conspiracy 
to cause explosions plus two years concurrent for possession of explosives. 

MOVE 

Move is an eco : revolutionary grdlip whose members have been persecuted 
by the Philadelphia police throughout their existence, culminating in the 
police firebombing their commune in 1985. 

•Debbie Simms Africa (006307), Janet Holloway Africa (006308) and 
Janine Philips Africa (006309) all at: SCI Cambridge Springs, 451 
Fullerton Ave, Cambridge Springs, PA 16403-1238. 

•Michael Davis Africa (AM4973) and Charles Simms Africa (AM4975), 
both at SCI Grateford, POB 244, Grateford, PA 19426-0244. 

•Edward Goodman Africa (AM4974), SCI Camp Hill, PA 17011-0200. 
•William Philips Africa (AM4984) and Delbert Orr Africa (AM4985) 
both at SCI Dallas Drawer K, Dallas, PA 18612. 

•Mumia Abu Jamal, (AM8335), SCI Greene, 1040 East R. Furman 
Highway, Waynesburg, PA 15370-8090. 


~^L/ M iT • Send me my FREE 
| JL r J • trial issue of E/The 

Environmental Magazine. If I like it, I can 
| subscribe for one year (6 issues) for only 
_ $19.95. If not. I’ll just return the subscription 
| invoice marked “cancel" and return it to you. 

I The FREE issue is mine to keep with no cost 
or obligation to me. 


CITY, STATE. ZIP 


E Magazine, P.O. Box 2047, Marion, OH 43305 

For Faster Service Call 1-800-967-6572 ! 
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THE NICHTTIME GARDENERS 

Detailed instructions on how to 
research, locate and destroy geneti- 
cally engineered crops. Free from 
nighttimegardeners@angelfire.com. 








ANNOUNCEMENTS 



The Caretaker Gazette is for 
those who would Jike to live rent- 
free and caretake properties 
worldwide. Published since 1983, 
subscribers receive 600+ property 
caretaking opportunities each year. 
Subscriptions are only $27/year. The 
Caretaker Gazette, Box 5887-EF, 
Carefree, AZ 85377. (408)488-1970. 
or browse www.caretaker.com 


Get Your Feet Muddy In Ecuador! 

Come join the Mangrove Action Project and FUNDECOL on a volunteer 
eco- work/study tour to reforest mangroves in Esmeraldas Province, Ecua- 
dor, November 5-18, 2000. 

Help contribute to the restoration of; the once magnificent mangrove 
forest of Muisne, Ecuador; the Coastal Fisheries, the major source of 
income and food for 80 percent of the local population; the biodiversity, 
habitat for numerous aquatic, bird, amphibian and mammal species; and 
the protection of people, communities and lands against violent tropical 
storms, erosion, and ground water salinization. 

Over 90 percent of the mangrove forests in Muisne are destroyed. About 
80 percent^of this loss is directly attributed to the production of 
aquacultured shrimp. 

We need your help. Join our volunteer team, or donate some of the 
cash you might have spent on a shrimp dinner. Together, we will make 
a difference! 

For more information, contact Mangrove Action Project, 
mangroveap@olympus.net. 


Call fo action For all Forest louers! 

British Columbia's forests are once 
again on the chopping block. Inter- 
national Forest Products (Interfor) is 
cuttingin the Elaho Valley, the Great 
Bear Rainforest and Clayoquot 
Sound. We have promised the forest 
industry profiteers that it's going to 
be a hot summer, so we need you. If 
you're interested in seeing and sav- 
ing some of the last great wilderness 
on the planet, B.C. is the place for 
you. Volunteers, activists and con- 
cerned folks needed. Save a tree, 
you'll never go back to cardboard. 

For more information, contact 
the Forest Action Network, POB 
625, Bella Coola, British Colum- 
bia, Canada; (250) 799-5800, 
fanbc@fanweb.org; 
www.fanweb.org. 


Day of action against Monsanto 

August 18, Saint Louis 

The state of Missouri and the University of Missouri have ignored citizen's concerns about the 
negative impacts of genetically modified foods and Monsanto's long history of corporate crime. 
Monsanto has violated the public interest, turned a blind eye to the public good in favor of private greed 
and squelched our democracy with blatant corporate crime. Monsanto's irresponsibility includes the 
production of Agent Orange, toxic herbicides and pesticides, PCBs, and terminator seed technology — 
all of which threaten family farmers and the environment. The company is responsible for numerous 
Superfund sites and occupational hazards around the country, including the PCBs at Times Beach. The 
University of Missouri and the Missouri Departments of Agriculture and Economic Development fully 
support Monsanto and its Frankenstein technologies through research aid, public relations and tax 
breaks. The state has promised $25 million in tax credits for Monsanto to construct a not-for-profit 
research facility for creating new genetically engineered plants. The University has placed genetic 
engineering technologies as its top research goal. 

Missouri Resistance Against Genetic Engineering (MORAGE) supports a safe and democratic food 
system grounded in the health of farmers and consumers. We support the University of Missouri 
returning to its commitment of serving public interest research and education. We call for the 
enforcement of anti-trust laws to halt corporate seed monopolies. We demand grassroots democratic 
control of our food system and, upon dissolution of Monsanto, the redirecting of its assets toward 
making Missouri a leader not in genetic engineering but in a safe and secure food system for the 21st 
century. 

Call for co-sponsors! We need your support! In order to make this Day of Action against Monsanto 
a success, we are asking for a contribution of a mere $18 to co-sponsor this event and to help us spread 
the word. 

For more information, contact MORAGE c/o Confluence, POB 63232, Saint Louis, MO 63163; (573) 
721-3192; morage!@unbounded.com; www.missouri.edu/~lddOaa. 


FREE CRITTER! FREE FREE! 

With these most recent targets of FBI intimida- 
tion and smear campaigns, the repercussions of 
free thought and political belief hits close to home. 
For the Eugene, Oregon, community, it is no 
longer a well-known political prisoner far away, 
but a part of our immediate family. Caring indi- 
viduals, well invested in the empowerment of our 
own community, have been taken out and are 
being used as examples to the rest of us who choose 
to try and live differently than the way handed to 
us by this biased system. It is important to spread 
awareness about FBI actions because it affects us 
all, no matter in which city we reside. 

At the moment, we are desperately trying to raise 
funds to help cover outrageous legal fees. Any 
support would be greatly appreciated. Benefits set 
up in as many cities as possible would be ideal. If 
you, or anyone you know, is willing, able and 
motivated, please contact us. 

For information on Free and Critter, contact 
the Free and Critter Defense Committee, (541) 
343-8548. 

Letters are greatly appreciated, write Jeffrey Luers 
(Free) #1306729 and Craig Marshall (Critter) 
#1340966both at 101 W 5th St, Eugene, OR 97401. 


URGENT 


URGENT 


URGENT 


Over 63,000 acres of old-growth public forest traded to 
industry saws to be turned into stumps. Congress has just passed 
the Oregon Land Exchange (See EF!J November-December 
1999) allowing this to happen. Your help is need greatly. For 
more information, contact the Blue Mountain Biodiversity 
Project, HCR 82, Fossil, OR 98730; (541) 468-2028. 


Red Gate Earth First! will be selling the "EF! Blade Runner" 
T-Shirts for $20.00 including domestic shipping (Foreign 
Orders add $15.00). Include desired size (XL,L,M,S) and an 
email for update on order status. The T-shirts have these 
designs printed on Organic Cotton dyed black with "night 
vision" green graphics: YYl 

Front: Earth First! Blade Runner [Fist Logo w/ Blade] 
Keeping Genetically Modified Food Off the Planet 
Back: [Modified openingcrawl from themovi e Blade Runner] 
Late in thFSQth c^ftury, THE MONSANTO CORPORATION 
advanced plarit%>oli!t$on into the NOVEL GMO phase — a being 
virtually identicaltq a plant — known as a Replicant or genetically 
modified organism (GMO)... \ 

Special Earth First! JUctivifts-^BfADE RUNNER UNITS — rose 
up from the pharms and cities, and destroyed, upon detection, 
invader GMO crops. 

This was not called sabotage. ' 

It was called product recall. — Red Gate Earth First! Chicago, 

nov. 2003.7 * jtmr I 

Make «tffe«pfi^o^ers payable to A.F., 3400 W 
111th St"#154y Chicago, IL 60655; friends@enteract.com. 


Global Day of Anti-Capitalist Action 

September 26 

Festival of Art and Resistance 

Prague, Czech Republic - September 20-27 

About 20,000 representatives of global capital (world bankers, economists 
and financiers) are expected to come to Prague September 25-27 to attend the 
55th annual summit of the International Monetary Fund and the World Bank. 
This prestigious meeting of the world economic elite, the first of its kind in 
central and stern Europe, will definitely be of great importance. The delegates 
will meet to propose a scheme of further liberalization of the world economy 
by defining new loan priorities and structural adjustment conditions. The 
Initiative Against Economic Globalization (INPEG) is a loose coalition of 
various Czech environmental, human rights and autonomist/anarchist groups; 
organizations and individuals who are ready to stand up critically against the 
summit of the world financial oligarchy. INPEG has been meeting regularly in 
Prague since last summer. It has planned a series of campaigns that will 
culminate in 10 days of activities starting on September 20. Nonviolent 
demonstrations, information campaigns and the Festival of Art and Resistance, 
including a counter-summit, will be the main resistance activities in the 
mentioned period. We will be demonstrating our solidarity with the global 
resistance movement. Actions are encouraged everywhere. We can offer 
accommodation for almost no money in Prague. If you want more information 
on the counter-summit or other actions in Prague, accommodation facilities or 
on INPEG and the Czech resistance movement, c 
Prague2000_cz@hotmail.com; www.imf2000.webjump.com. 
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Laying it on the line against Sierra Pacific. 


Arnold seems an unlikely place for a 
protest. Folks usually come to this small 
Sierra Nevada town to share the love of 
mountains and forests. Logging has 
always been a part of the economy and 
has traditionally followed the practice 
of sustainable, selective cutting. That 
was before Sierra Pacific Industries (SPI) 
moved into town. Entire hillsides are 
now being clearcut by this Northern 
California timber tyrant, and the com- 
munity has risen up in outrage. SPI's 
current project threatens the water- 
shed of San Antonio Creek and White 
Pines Lake, a source of public drinking 
water. In addition to the 49 units aver- 
aging 20 acres in size to be clearcut, 
blankets of herbicide will be laid on the 
cut slopes. Shocking to many is the fact 
that some of the cuts border Big Trees 
State Park, home of the oldest giant 
sequoia trees and protected habitat. 
The park has undergone costly preser- 
vation and creek restorations. These 
efforts begin to look futile when the 
adjacent forest is being removed. 

With a staggering one and a half 




Actions Shock 


Sierra Pacific 


million acres of California forest in its 
possession, 75,000 of which surround 
Arnold in Calaveras County, SPI makes 
sure all the trees fall their way. No 
other timber company has sought to 
mow down the forest as aggressively 
as Sierra Pacific, and if it gets its way, 
70 percent of the holdings will be 
clearcut in coming years. 

| Sierra Pacific Industries came to the 
■I community's attention only recently, 
f when people began to realize the im- 
| pact of the company's plans. It didn't 
5 take long for grassroots groups to form 
and take action. 

Protesters staged a five hour stand off 
against SPI on the morning of June 26, 
when three young women locked them- 
selves to a gate on the loggers' access 


forcing the three women 
apart. It wasn't a pleasant 
experience; frustrated 
sheriffs tugged at the 
women who screamed in 
pain, while from the 
crowd of spectators came 
cries of brutality and defiance. In the 
end, 12 protesters were arrested. All 
who were taken away were nonvio- 
lent yet each received charges of re- 
sisting arrest as well as trespass. 

Due to SPI's deception, residents were 
especially upset about being caught un- 
aware of such a major industrial log- 
ging project in their backyards. Sierra 
Pacific names the affected creek USA 
Creek in the Timber Harvest Pl^n, a 
name that locals could not identify as 
the acronym for Upper San Antonio 
Creek. Had that 


paign contributions from SPI. Shortly 
thereafter, a professional SPI forester was 
appointed to the state's board of forestry. 

Political leverage has failed thus far. 
Locals began with a rally at the county 
water district, where there were repre- 
sentatives from SPI and its regulating 
agency, the California Department of 
Forestry (CDF). There, CDF spokesper- 
son Jim Laughlin openly admitted his 
agency's failure to properly notify the 
water district of the timber harvest. To 
everyone's dismay, the water district 
failed to act on this legal precedent and 
no action was taken. 

Thus, the action continues. Groups 
like Yuba Nation of Nevada County 
have emerged to defend the forests 
from SPI's blade. In Calaveras County, 
Ebbett's Pass Forest Watch and the 
Three Rivers Tribe are leading the cam- 
paign to end clearcutting. It is the goal 
of these grassroots groups to join ef- 
forts across the Sierra Nevada and com- 
bine forces to end the destruction. 
Nothing is more important than com- 
munity support. Groups in towns along 
the Sierra desperately needs volunteers. 

For more information, contact Three 
Rivers Tribe at (209) 795-7729; 


been known, 
the voices of 
protest would 
have cried out 
much sooner. 
White Pines 
Lake is a focal 
point. It is the 
area's only pub- 
1 lie recreational 
lake and drink- 
|ing water for 
| two towns, 
j? The question 
on everyone's 
mind is how a 


road. A second alternate logging road 
was also shut down by three people 
connected with lock-boxes. Local sher- 
iffs and deputies obviously knew little 
about protest techniques as they ended 
the five-hour lockdown by physically 


corporation can 
be allowed to eliminate over a million 
acres of California forest, and then spread 
toxic chemicals over the landscape. Que- 
ries into SPI's history have turned up 
interesting details. California Governor 
Gray Davis received $130,000 in cam- 


threeriverstribe@hotmail.com; 

www.forestwatchers.org. 

Editor's note: One small victory — SPI 
has announced that it will suspend the 
USA Creek THP for 30 days beginning 
July 28. 

— Three Rivers Tribe 


Defending the Sierra Nevada from Logzilla 


continued from page 1 

Following the fundraiser, the Davis 
Administration made a quick turn 
around on the logging rules package, 
first delaying it for months, then 
ultimately passing a gutted and tem- 
porary package at the Board of For- 
estry meeting in March 2000. Cam- 
paign donation reports reveal that 
the SPI fundraiser earned $29,000 for 
Davis' war chest. In addition, SPI 
gave a total of $42,716 in donations 
to Davis in 1999. 

Last February, residents of the Si- 
erra Nevada community of Nevada 
City were appalled as they witnessed 
SPI's Pioneer Timber Harvest Plan 
(THP), an aggressive 532-acre cut 
along steep grades of the recently 
designated Wild and Scenic Yuba 
River. The very visible cut galvanized 
the community to action, and a coa- 
lition was born, including Sierra Earth 
First!, The Audubon Society, Ameri- 
can Lands Alliance, The Sierra Club 
and Yuba Nation. In April, a Memo- 
randum of Understanding was signed 
between SPI, Bureau of Land Man- 
agement and a local watershed advo- 
cacy group, the South Yuba River 
Citizens League, which suspended 
logging in the Pioneer THP for nine 
months in lieu of an "acceptable" 
land exchange or acquisition offer. 

Prompted by concerns about SPI's 


track record of timber theft, Yuba Na- 
tion hung a banner expressing a com- 
mitment to watchdog every move. This 
action was the opening volley to kick 
off a season of direct action like the 
Sierras have never before seen. On May 
18, seventy-five forest defenders ral- 
lied and marched to the office of SPI's 
regional manager Tim Feller (yes, that 
is his real name). Illustrating the di- 
verse alliance with Yuba Nation, speak- 
ers included two small family timber 
companies, the Klamath Forest Alli- 
ance, Sierra Club and American Lands 
Alliance. On June 6, Yuba Nation 
erected a 30-foot tripod to block access 
to the Wall THP; a 1,382-acre cut on 70 
percent grades. One hundred sixty- 
five acres are prescribed for clearcutting 
on 50 percent slopes along the inside 
rim of the Middle Yuba River Canyon. 
One woman locked down beneath a 
logging truck while another activist 
occupied the tripod for 10 hours. Nei- 
ther was arrested and the tripod sitter 
received a citation (and two months 
later, conspiracy charges). 

The dawn of solstice drew four 
women into the heart of the Wall to 
defend critical habitat. Two women 
locked down to separate feller 
bunchers, one woman filmed from 
atop a tree and a fourth provided 
support. All were arrested (not before 
one feller buncher had to be dis- 


mantled) and charged with trespass- 
ing and trespassing with intent to 
obstruct a business. One activist re- 
ceived additional charges of resisting 
arrest, obstructing justice, impeding 
the duties of an officer and con- 
spiracy. On July 19, four activists 
occupied the Grass Valley office of 
SPI. With locks and a chain linking 
them together, they settled in and 
presented a list of demands includ- 
ing the agreement that SPI cease all 
logging in old growth, imperiled spe- 
cies habitat, national forests and on 
steep slopes. All four were arrested 
for trespassing, trespassing with in- 
tent to obstruct a business and con- 
spiracy. Separate to the occupation 
this same morning, a local resident 
presented Tim Feller with the Golden 
Stump Award, a two foot gleaming 
stump placed atop his desk. 

Direct action is spreading fast 
throughout the Sierras, as sister com- 
munities in Calaveras and Lassen 
Counties have begun to resist SPI. In 
the small town of Arnold, recently, 
regular folks ranging from teens to a 
76 year old mobilized to blockade a 
heinous 900-acre clearcut. Yuba Na- 
tion and the Three Rivers Tribe have 
been networking to train and build a 
formidable alliance as we continue to 
wage a strong, committed resistance 
to the Logzilla of the Sierra Nevada. 



Spycam captures activists at Grass Valley office. 

SPI is on a logging rampage, thrash- 
ing and tearing its way through the 
forests, terrifying communities, bank- 
rupting small, responsible logging 
companies and leaving ravaged land- 
scapes behind that look like’ some- 
thing out of a B-movie monster flick. 

Yuba Nation is committed to de- 
fending the last crumbs of the Sier- 
ran wild... and welcomes your sup- 
port. For more information, contact 
Sierra Earth First! and Yuba Nation, 
228 Commercial St., Suite 174, Ne- 
vada City, CA 95959; (530)445-0406; 
sierraef@hotmail.com. 



The demands are presented. 
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Earth First! Trinkets and Snake Oil 





trican Wilderness: 


• Developers Go Build in He] 

• Don't Like Environmentali! 
Put Them Oui€f WormM 

• Dream Back the Bison, 

Sing Back the Swan 

• Earth First! 

• Eschew Surplusage 

• Fight the Power 

• Hayduke Lives! 

• I'd Rather Be Monkeywrenc 

• If Your Pecker Was As Sma 
As Mine You'd Need a 
Muscle Wagon, Too (on noi 
removable paper, $.50 each ) 

• I'll Take My Beef Poached, 
Ttanks 

• Monkeywrench the Milleni 

• Love Your Mother, 


Real Men Get Vasectomie 
Resist Much, Obey Little 
Save the Dammed Salmoi 
Save the Wild 
Stop Clearcutting 
Stop Clearcutting (on non- 
removable paper $.50) 

Stop Public Lands Ranchi 
Stop the Forest Service, 
Save Our Wild Country 


Thank You for Not Breeding 
Think Globally, Act Locally 
Visualize Industrial Collapse 


12" necklace, sterling siver $15 
One post earring $10 
One dangle earring $10 
Lapel pin $10 

EF! Rubber Stamp 

Sturdy wood-block stamps 
from unfinished scrap lumber 
EF! fist or tools $5 

EF! Fist Hemp Wallet 

Tan with black and green 
fist and black lettering. 


Desert camo, multi-sizable $12 


r/arth h 


; 


From the Earth First! Library 


Anarchist Farm 

By Jane Doe. This anarchist version of Ani- 
mal Farm will inspire activists young and 
old. A great read! Fiction, 192 pages, $10. 

Concrete 

By Paul Chadwick. A full-color, illustrated 
comic (graphic) novel about a group of EF!ers 
who contact Concrete (a mountaineer/writer 
trapped in a large concrete body) to help save 
an old-growth forest. Full of EF! history and 
philosophy. Fiction, 160 pages, $18. 

Desert Solitaire 
A Season in the Wilderness 

By Edward Abbey. Our favorite naturalist 
poetically shares his experience as a ranger 
in desert country. Nonfiction, 337 pages, $7. 

Do or Die #8 
Voices from Earth First! 

This journal is filled to the brim with direct 
action, resistance, theory, critique, sabotage 
and subversion. British EF!ers have put to- 
gether a must read for revolutionary ecolo- 
gists. This may be the last issue, so order 
now while supplies last! 345 pages, $15. 

Earth First! 

Direct Action Manual 

The antidote to despair. Everything you 
need to know about blockading tactics, 
techniques and devices to defend the Earth, 
from monkeywrenching to civil disobedi- 
ence. Fully illustrated, lots of diagrams and 
graphics, 154 pages, $8. 

Earth First! Campfire Poems 
An Anthology of Biocentric Poetry 
Edited by Dennis Fritzinger, Karen Coulter 
and Dwight Metzger. Dozens of poets includ- 
ing Rod Coronado, Karen Coulter, Darryl 
Echt, Dennis Fritzinger, Peter Galvin, 
Mathew Haun, Lone Wolf Circles, Asantd 
Riverwind, Snaggletooth, and Faith Walker. 
Reading list, 237 pages, $10. 

ECODEFENSE: 

A Field Guide to Monkeywrenching 

Edited by Dave Foreman and Bill Haywood. 
Forward by Edward Abbey. The monkey- 
wrencher’s bible. (Make sure to read the 
security chapter!) Extensively revised, ex- 
panded 3rd edition. Illustrated, 352 pages, $18. 


The End of Nature 

By Bill McKibben. A compilation of apoca- 
lyptic theory and bottom-line solutions. 
McKibben pulls no punches in this enlight- 
ening science-based thrashing of industrial 
civilization. Nonfiction, 226 pages, $12. 

Green Rage 

Radical Environmentalism and 
the Unmaking of Civilization 

By Christopher Manes. A brilliant defense 
of radical environmentalism, challenging 
the ethics of modern industrial society and 
asserting the right of the natural world to 
blossom, evolve and exist for its own sake. 
Nonfiction, 291 pages, $13. 

Grizzly Years 

In Search of the American Wilderness 

By Doug Peacock. A chilling account of 
tracking grizzly in the wilderness of Mon- 
tana. Grizzly Years is a soul jerking adven- 
ture story. Nonfiction, 288 pages, $14. 

The Monkeywrench Gang 

By Edward Abbey. A damn good book about 
people who are fed up with development and 
do something about it. Fiction, 387 pages, $7. 

Refuge 

By Terry Tempest Williams. An unnatural 
story of life in the radioactive American West. 
Tempest William’s masterpiece interweaves 
her mother’s breast cancer and shorebirds 
threatened by the rise of the Great Salt Lake. 
Nonfiction, 304 pages, $12. 

A Sand County Almanac 
And Sketches Here and There 

By Aldo Leopold. Introduction by Robert Finch. 
Illustrated by Charles W. Schwartz. Special 
edition commemorating Leopold’s 100th birth- 
day. A classic description of land preservation 
ethics. Written in 1 945, Leopold was way ahead 
of his time. Nonfiction, 228 pages, $10. 

Think Like a Mountain 

Toward a Council of All Beings 

By John Seed, Joanna Macy, Pat Fleming 
and Arne Naess. Illustrated by Dailan Pugh. 
This revolutionary book probes into how we 
are all really animals at heart. Nonfiction, 
128 pages, $10. 


.EF! Merchandise Order Form 

+t description color size price 


TOTAL $ 

foriegn orders add 15% 


City State/ Country Zip, 

Make checks payable to the Earth First! Journal, POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440. 
Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. Questions? Call (541) 344-8004, Mondays 4-6. 


Ecological Resistance Movements: 
The Global Emergence of Radical 
and Popular Environmentalism 

Edited by Bron Taylor. A thorough study of 
the driving forces behind radical environ- 
mental movements around the world. Non- 
fiction, 422 pages, $20. 


Waste of the West: 

Public Lands Ranching 

By Lynn Jacobs. Encyclopedic overview of 
grazing. Contains contact list, graphics, charts 
and maps. A monster of a book. Nonfiction, 
large format, illustrated, 602 pages!, $28. 


WRITE FOR YOUR 

-FREE- 

COPY OF OUR 


MERCHANDISE 

CATALOG 
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f Turn Your Phone Info An 

EarthPlione! 

You make the call: Do you want your telephone bill supporting obnoxious 
corporate ad campaigns, or Earth First! Journal? 

With our Affinity Long Distance service, every time you make a long dis- 
tance call, 5% of your charges go to Earth First! Journal 

We offer you a choice of rate plans: I5t/minute all the time; 10< off-peak/25 < 
peak (Mon — Fri. 7—7); or 10t all the time ( 10t plan has $5 monthly fee if usage « below 
$30). Also, low rates for in-state calls and business phones; calling cards; etc. 

More information: Steve Freedkin, 510-644-2778, Steve@InternetAddress.com, 
or on the Web at: http:/1iomc^printmail.conj/~sfreedkin/affinity.html 


\mvcs ] 

A Journal 



of Our Evolving 
Ecological Culture 
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“Bravo to all of you for the spirit 
and content of Talking Leaves. It 
always makes me feel good.” 

-Paul Winter 

“You’ve managed to meld art with 
substance, and hope with reality, 
to create the most soulful environ- 
mental journal of all time.” 

-Deana Waite 


Talking Leaves is a lively, articulate voice for our evolving ecological 
culture, expressing and inspiring the deep heart connection that 
precedes meaningful changes in how we live on this planet. 

Talking Leaves brings together practical information, personal stories, 
global networking resources, insight and inspiration. 

Subscribe! One year (3 issues) $18, Sample copy $6 


vvwvv.talkingleaves.org • (541) 937-3351 
81868 Lost Valley Lane, Dexter, OR 97451 


Wanted: New Merchandise Designs 


Ever think that Earth First! 
merchandise needs to be jazzed up? 
So do we. Help us with new designs 
for T-shirts, bumperstickers, books, 
music, etc. What about other stuff? 
What do you think of EF! frisbees or 
re-usable mugs? Write to EF! Designs, 
POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440. 







MMTARIZAT 



Ho Star Wars * Keep Space for Peace 


October 7 , 2000 

LOCAL ACTIONS 


Organize a local 
event in 
solidarity with 
groups 
around the 
world. 



Fund for 
Wild Nature 

Anon-mofit, 

tax-exempt 

JT J-LuILM - _ . . I • _ J _ 


foukdatiqn which 
fuhds research, 
education and 


■ 

be sent cor"®* 

Fund for Wild Nature 
POB 86 151, Portland 
OR 97286-0151 
(503) 232-1286 
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’"•The SacrerC 
Redwood Forest 


ancient redwoods to children and 
relates their real-world destruction in 
an honest way... the ancient redwoods 
are the anecdote to our despair, and 
through this book, children can come to 
learn this magic.” 

Josh Brown 

North Coast Earth First! 

“This is a pro-environment 
book... suggesting that children wake up 
their parents to what’s really 
important” 

The Beltane Papers 


“A sensitive and beautifully illustrated heart-opening book that brings 
you back to nature-a beautiful gift for all ages and seasons! 

Sacred Media 

The Sacred Redwood Forest is a very beautifully illustrated 
children’s book describing the peace, love and contentment that 
can be experienced in a redwood forest. Through the eyes of a 
young girl, we learn why the last remaining unprotected old- 
growth forests should be saved, and about the senseless 
destruction already wrought upon them. 

Throughout, the book maintains a magical sense of wonder, 
with nymphs, fairies, banana slugs, raccoons, a Forest Goddess 
and an Ancient Magician all sharing in the book’s message of 
love and forgiveness. 

ISBN: 156 167 558 X 
Available at bookstores 
Price: $15.95, Hardcover, 40 pp 
Distributed by Partners West and Ingram 
Visit www.peak.org/-forests 



How bout a subscription to Earth First!, the Radical Environmental Journal? 

■ 


clip and send to: 

Earth First! Journal-subscriptions, POB M15, Eugene, OR 97440 USA 

* 0 $500 Lifetime Subscription 

CD $25 Regular Rate CD $35 Surface Mai 

CD $20 Low Income/Non Profit/Library CD $35 Air Mail, C; 

CD $35 Anonymous Envelope (1st class) CD $45 Air Mail, Inte 

O $ DONATION O $45 Corporate 


CD $35 Surface Mail, International (US$) check for a free 
o $35 Air Mail, Canada or Mexico CD merch catalog 
CD $45 Air Mail, International (US$, no foreign checks) 

CD $45 Corporate or Law Enforcement Rate 


Address 
City 


State 


Credit Card Orders 

Visa/MC (circle one) 

Card # 

Exp. date (month/year) _ 

Country- 


The Earth First! Journal subscription list is confidential and never traded. If you use an alias, make sure that the 
post office knows that you, or someone, is getting mail at your address under that name or it may not be delivered. 
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US Earth 


ALASKA 

Michael A. Lewis 

POB 80073, Fairbanks, AK 99708 

Alaska Action Center 

POB 230916, Anchorage, AK 99523 

(907) 56-EARTH; akaction@alaska.com 

ARI Z ONA 

Arizona Wildlands Museum 
POB 24988, Tempe, AZ 85285 
Tucson EF! 

POB 3412, Tucson, AZ 85722 

az_earth_first@hotmail.com 

Ponderosa Wingnuts 

2155 E. Maple #17, Flagstaff, AZ 86004 

(520) 774-6542 

Phoenix EF! 

phoenixef@excite.com 

CALIFORNIA 

Circle of Life Foundation/Julia Butterfly 
POB 388, Garberville, CA 95542 
(707) 923-9522; fax 923-9532 
lunanews@humboldtl .com 
Sierra EF! 

228 Commercial St, Dept. #174 
Nevada City, CA 95959 
Davis EF!/FOW-Cascadia 
(530) 753-1678 
Fairfax Action Team 
POB 393, Lagunitas, CA 94938 
Sacramento EF! 

POB 376, Carmichael, CA 95609 
Bay Area EF! 

POB 83, Canyon, CA 94516 
hotline/message (510) 848-8724 
Santa Cruz EF!/EF! Radio 
POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA 95061 
(831) 425-3205; cruzef@cmzio.com 
Santa Barbara EF! 

POB 12799, Santa Barbara, CA 93107 
(805) 961-2516; sbef@rain.org 
Action Resource Center 
POB 2104, Venice, CA 90294 
(310) 396-3254, fax 392-9965 
arcla@enviroweb.org 
Alluvial EF! 

POB 77027, #102, Pasadena, CA 91107 
(909) 422-1637 
Mojave EF! 

POB 492, Lancaster, CA 93584 
(805) 948-6291 
Peninsular Ranges EF! 

POB 4738, Irvine, CA 92616-4738 
Southcoast EF! 

POB 1333, Orange, CA 92856 

COLORADO 
San Juan EF! 

POB 3204, Durango, CO 81302 
Wilderness Defense! 

POB 460101, Aurora, CO 80046-0101 
fax (617) 687-2598 
wildernessdefense@email.com 
Art Goodtimes 

POB 1008, Telluride, CO 81435 
Tim Haugen 

POB 81, Gulnare, CO 81042 
Gunnison Basin EF! 

POB 592, Crested Butte, CO 81224 
Culebra EF! 

POB 762, San Luis, CO 81152 
afr@amigo.net 

FLORIDA 

Big Bend EF! 

POB 20582, Tallahassee, FL 32316 
(904) 421-1559 
Clearwater EF! 

POB 17838, Clearwater, FL 33762 
(727) 538-9050 
clearwaterEF@juno.com 
Gainesville EF! c/o Civic Media Center 
1021 W. University Ave 
Gainesville, FL 32601; (352) 373-0010 
wendycantdrive@hotmail.com 
Alachua EF! 

POB 1638, Alachua, a 32616 
(904) 462-3374 

GEORGIA 

Students for Environmental Awareness 
U. of G„ Tate Ctr. Athens, GA 30602 
Kattiah Foothills EF! 

POB 608, Athens, GA 30603 

HAWAII 

Oceandream Media Foundation 
POB 1440, Hanalei, HI 96714 
(808)826-1711 

IDAHO 

Cove/Mallard Coalition 
POB 8968, Moscow, ID 83483 
(208) 882-9755; fax 883-0727 
cove@moscow.com 

ILLINOIS 

Chicago EF! c/o The Autonomous Zone 
1573 N. Milwaukee Ave. #420 
Chicago, IL 60622 
(773) 252-6019; azone@wwa.com 

For changes to the contact 
directory or to donate to 
the Earth First! Journal, 
contact us at: 

EF!J, POB 1415, Eugene, OR 
97440 ; ( 541 ) 344 - 8004 } 
earthfirst@igc.org. 


Red Gate EF! 

3400 W 111th St #154, Chicago, IL 60655 

friends@enteract.com 

Shawnee EF! 

913 S. Illinois, Carbondale, IL 62901 
(618) 351-0312; sprklblu@siu.edu 

INDIANA 

Indiana Forest Alliance 
POB 174, Bloomington, IN 47402 
(812) 332-4878 
Buffalo Trace EF! 

POB 3503, Bloomington, IN 47402 

IOWA 

Prairie Fire EF! 

POB 1284, Dubuque, IA 52004-1284 
prairiefireef@hotmail. com 

KANSAS 

Tornado Alley Resistance 
(913) 568-9525; tyezart@yahoo.com 

LOUISIANA 
Louisiana EF! 

POB 113262, Metairie, LA 70011-3262 
Baratopia EF! 
baratopiaef@yahoo.com 

MAINE 

Wassumkeag EF! 

POB 869, Searsport, ME 04974 
noreastah@acadia.net 
MASSACHUSETTS 
Mass EF! 

POB 35, Montague, MA 01351 
Mass Direct Action 
POB 484, Somerset, MA 02726 
Jon Chance 

72 Peterborough St, Apt. 31 
Boston, MA 02215; (617) 859-8155 

MICHIGAN 

World Tree Peace Center 
POB 50814, Kalamazoo, MI 49005 
(616) 383-9317 
Huron River Valley EF! 

POB 1735, Ann Arbor, MI 48106 
Forests Forever 

POB 493, Traverse City, MI 49685 

MINNESOTA 

Forest Ecosystems Action Group 
2441 Lyndale Ave S, Mpls, MN 55405 
(612) 450-9178; paarise@mtn.org 
Big Woods EF! 

POB 580936, Mpls, MN 55458-0936 
(612) 362-3387 
bigwoodsef@hotmail.com 
Wilderness First! 

POB 16075, St. Paul, MN 55116 
wdurness@aol.com 
M I SSO URI 
Ray O. McCall 

Rt 1 Box 89, Mountain Grove, MO 65711 
Pink Planarians 

POB 7653, Columbia, MO 65205-7653 
(573) 443-6832 

M ONTANA 

Northern Rockies Biodiversity Project 
POB 4431, Whitefish, MT 59937 
(406) 862-4945 
Wild Rockies EF! 

POB 9286, Missoula, MT 59807 
Yellowstone EF! 

POB 6151, Bozeman, MT 59715 

NEBRASKA 

Environmental Resource Center 
370 Bordeaux Rd, Chadron, NE 69337 
(308) 432-3458 

NEVADA 

Western Shoshone Defense Project 
POB 211106, Crescent Valley, NV 89821 
(702) 468-0230; wsdp@igc.org 

NEW JERSEY 

Green Vigilance 

46 E. Monroe, Mt Holly, NJ 08060 

(609) 265-0392 

NEW MEXICO 

Land of Disenchantment EF! 

POB 72295, Albuquerque, NM 87195 
New Mexico Direct Action 
POB 22488, Santa Fe, NM 87502-2488 
NE W Y O R K 

NYC EF! c/o Wetlands Preserve 
161 Hudson St, NY, NY 10013 
(212) 966-4831; fax 925-8715 
adam@wetlands-preserve.org 
Foghorn 

POB 889, Westhampton Beach, NY 11978 
(516) 288-2688 
Love Canal EF! 

(716) 282-7777 
OFF! 

SUNY, Binghamton, NY, 13902-6000 

(607) 777-2050; offeditor@hotmail.com 

Earth Human Animal Alliance 

Sarah Lawrence College 

1 Mead Way, Bronxville, NY 10708-9902 

paralipsis@crosswinds.net 

Project Harmony 

216 W. 122 St, NY, NY 10027 

(212) 662-2878; haja216@aol.com 

More Gardens! Coalition 

50 Avenue B, NY, NY 10009 

NORTH CAROLINA 

Balaclava Clad Distro 

Apt 64, 420 Market St 

Wilmington, NC 28401 

balaclava_clad@hotmail.com 


First! Directory 

Katuah EF! 

POB1485, Asheville, NC 28802 
(828) 285-0631; mountainfaction@cs.com 

OHI O. 

Cleveland EF! 

17305 Grovewood Ave 
Cleveland, OH 44119; (216) 383-9985 
Ohio Valley EF! 

POB 17, University of Cincinnati 
Cincinnati, OH 45221-1001 
(513) 281-6892 
Oberlin EF! 

Wilder Box 76, Oberlin, OH 44074 
oearthfirst@oberlin.edu 
Lake Erie EF! 

2233 Parkwood, Toledo, OH 43620 
Hock-Hocking EF! 

23 Elliott St Athens, OH 45701 
(740) 592-2581 

O RE GO N 

Cascadia Forest Alliance 
POB 4946, Portland, OR 97208 
(503) 241-4879; fax 235-9976 
Blue Heron EF! 

Reed Coll., SAO, Portland, OR 97202 
(503) 771-1112x7875 
Southern Willamette EF! 

POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440 
swef@efn.org 

Cascadia Forest Defender 
POB 11122, Eugene, OR 97440 
(541) 684-8977; mickey@efn.org 
Blue Mtns. Biodiversity Project 
HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 
Kalmiopsis EF! 

POB 2093, Cave Junction, OR 97523 
(541) 592-3386; lukas@cdsnet.net 

P E NNSYLV ANI A 

Allegheny EF! 

POB 81011, Pittsburgh, PA 15217 
Antoinette Dwinga 
102 Third St, Apt 2, Carnegie, PA 15106 
Allegheny Defense Project 
POB 245, Clarion, PA 16214 
(814) 223-4996; fax 223-4997 
adp@envirolink.org 
EF! Philadelphia 

POB 30773, Philadelphia, PA 19104 
efphilly@enviroIink.org, (215) 727-0882x3 

TENNESSEE 

Kattiah EF!/Tennessee Valley Faction 
POB 281, Chattanooga, TN 37401 
(423) 949-5922; johnjEF@bledsoe.net 
French's Lick EF! 

200 Creekwood Dr., Whitehouse, TN 37188 
Kattiah EF!/Rlver Faction 
POB 16242, Knoxville, TN 37996 
(865) 633-8483, katuah@fcmail.com 

TEXAS 
EF! Austin 

2900 Lafayette St, Austin, TX 78722 
(512) 478-7666 
South Texas EF! 

4114 Claudia, Corpus Christi, TX 78418 
(512)937-6019 
East Texas EF! 

Rt 1, Box 2120, Point Blank, TX 77364 
Lusus Naturaes Environ. Collective 
1421 Longhorn, Houston, TX 77080 
lususnaturae71@hotmail.com 

UTAH 

Autonomy House 
POB 11015, SLC, UT 84147 
Wild Wasatch Front 
864 W. 700 St, Brigham City, UT 84302 

VERMONT 

Biodiversity Liberation Front 
POB 57, Burlington, VT 05402 
Save the Corporations 
169 Main St, Brattleboro, VT 05301 
(802) 254-4847; fax 254-7358 
VIRGINIA 
Virginia EF! 

Rt 1, Box 250, Staunton, VA 22401 
(540) 885-6983 
EF! Collective @ VCU 
Student Activities Center, Box 93 
POB 842035, Richmond, VA 23284 
(804) 353-5055 
DC Area EF! 

3614 Old Post Rd, Fairfax, VA 22030 
(703) 273-8859 

Seattle EF! 

POB 95113, Seattle, WA 98145 
tel/fax (206) 632-1656; sea-ef@scn.org 
Direct Action Network 
POB 95113, Seattle, WA 98145 
Olympia EF! 

POB 12391, Olympia, WA 98508 

W EST. VIRGINI A 

Central Appalachian Biodiversity Project 
Rt 3, Box 390, Hedgesville, WV 25427 
(304) 754-9161 
WISCONSIN 
Midwest Headwaters EF! 

31 University Square 
Four Lakes-Madison, WI 53715 
(608) 262-9036 
Chippewa Valley EF! 

POB 1151, Eau Claire, WI 54702 
(608) 782-6997 


International 


There is an international 
Earth First! web page at: 
www. eco-action. org/ef/ 
AUSTRALIA 

Rainforest Information Centre 
POB 368, Lismore, NSW 2480 
(066) 21 85 05 

Australian EF! Action Update 

ef_au@hotmail.com 

EF! Australia Community 

Lot 9 Halliford Rd. Via DaJby, Qld 4405 

tel/fax 61 (0) 7 3207 0033 

admin@earthfirst.org.au 

C ANADA 

North American ALF Press Office 

POB 3673, Courtenay, BC V9N 7P1 

(250) 897-0791; fax (419) 858-9065 

naalfpo@tao.ca 

EF! Prince George 

Box 1762, Prince George, BC V2L 4V7 

Boreal Owl 

Box 1053, Kamloops, BC V2C 6H2 
EF! Manitoba 
599 Talbot Ave, Winnipeg 
Manitoba R2L 0R7; (204) 453-9052 
EF! Toronto 

POB 195 Stn. B, 119 Spadina Ave 

Toronto, Ontario M5T 2W1 

earthfirst.toronto@tao.ca 

EF! Ottawa 

Box 4612, Station E 

Ottawa, Ontario K1S 5H8 

Autonomous Green Action 

POB 4721, Station E, Ottawa 

Ontario K1S 5H9; soy@igs.net 

EF! Montreal St Diffusion Noire 

c/o Librairie Alternative 

2035 St. Laurent, 2 e etage 

Montreal, Quebec H2X 2T3 

CURACAO 

EF! Curasao 

POB 4893, Willemstad, Curasao 

Netherlands Antilles 

fax 599-9-4616256 

falcone@fiberia.com 

CZECH REPUBLIC 

Zeme Predevsim 

POB 237, 16041 Prague 6 

zemepredevsim@ecn.cz 

Car Busters Magazine St Resource Ctr 

Kratka 26, 100 00 Praha 10 

+(420) 2 781-0849; fax 781-67-27 

carbusters@ecn.cz 

EIRE 

An Talamh Glas c/o Anne 
Abbey St., Ballinrobe, County Mayo 
Limerick Talamh Glas 
41 Glasgow Park, Limerick 

00 353 61 313308 

ENGLANP 

Over 50 Earth First! and radical 
ecological direct action groups exist in 
the "United Kingdom." There are also 
a number of other anarchist/revolution- 
ary groups and projects. For a list or for 
general news from the UK, contact: 

EF! Action Update 

c/o POB 1TA, Newcastle-upon-Tyne 

NE99 ITA; 0797 479 1841 

actionupdate@gn.apc.org 

Do or Die 

c/o Prior House, 6 Tilbury Place, 
Brighton, East Sussex, BN2 2GY 
doordtp@yahoo.co.uk 
FINLAND 
Finland EF! 

Viivinkatu 17 AS 17 

33610 Tampere 61; ransu@sci.fi 

EF! Finland 

tristan@iki.fi, tristantrefoil@iki.fi 

FRANCE 

Les Eco-guerriers 

71 Av. Jean Jaures, 92140 Clamart 

01 40 95 09 06; contact@earth-first.org 
GERMANY 

EF! Germany c/o Avalon 
Friedrich-Ebert Str 24, 45127 Essen 


INDIA 

Anand Skaria 

PB #14, Cochin 682001, Kerala 
(009) 484-25435 
Bander Bagicha 

Near Maurya Lok PATNA-800 001 
Bihar, Post Box 229 

ISRAEL 

Green Action Israel 
POB 4611, Tel-Aviv, 61046 
+972 (0) 3 516 2349 
THE NETHERLANDS 
Groene Front! 

Postbus 85069, 3508 AB, Utrecht 

groenfr@dds.nl 

PHILIPPINES 

Ariel Betan, Green Forum 

3rd Floor, Liberty Building 

Pasay Road, Makati, Metro Manila 

(2) 816-0986, 851-110, 818-3207 

Volunteers for Earth Defense 

189 San Antonio Ext. SFDM 

1105 Quezon City 

EF! Campaign East M. Mia. 

POB 176, Tagig Central PO 
1632 Tagig, M. Mia. 

POLAND 

Workshop for All Beings 

POB 40, 43-304 Bielsko, Biala 4 

tel/fax +48 33 (8)183153 

In Defense of the Earth 

Towarzystwo Ekologiczne 

"W Obronieziemi" Domonika Baryla 

ul. Limanowskiego 138/42 

91-038, Lodz; +48 42 653-38-16 

goral@tewoz.most.org.pl 

RUSSIA 

ECODEFENSE! 

Moskovsky prospekt 120-34236006 
Kaliningrad/Koenigsburg 
tel/fax +7 (0112) 43 72 86 
ecodefense@glas.apc.org 
Rainbow Keepers (10 local groups) 
POB 14, Nizhni Novgorod, 603082 
(8312) 34-32-80 
Rainbow Keepers ( Moscow ) 

(095) 954-91-93, rk@glas.apc.org 

Rainbow Keepers 

POB 52, Kasimov, 391330 

+7 (09131) 4 15 14; rk@lavrik.ryazan.ru 

SC O T LAND 

Glasgow EF! 

POB 180, Glasgow G4 9AB 
44 (0)41 636 1924/339 8009 
fax 424 3688; scotree@gn.apc.org 

S LOV AKI A 
Slobodna altemativa 
Staromestska 6/D, 811 03 Bratislava 
SOUTH. AFRICA 
Earth Action! 

POB 181034, Dalbridge, Durban 6016 

S OUTH KORE A 
Green Korea United 
110-740 

#605 Korean Ecumenical Bldg. 136-56 
Younji-Dong, Jongro-Gu, Seoul 
82-2-747-8500, fax 82-2-766-4180 
environ@chollian.net 

SPAIN 

Manuel A. Demandes, Taller de E. A. 
A. Curuxa, J. B., Xelmirer J 
Campus Universitario, 1570 S Santiago 
(81) 584321; fax 584533 

SWEDEN 

Morgan Larsson 

Lagmansgaten 9C, 46-37 Vanersborg 
Action For Social Ecology 
Box 34089, 10026 Stockholm; 
+46-70-7560195; ekologisten@usa.net 

UKRAINE 

Rainbow Keepers (5 local groups) 
POB 322, Kiev 252187 
+7 38 (044) 265-7628; fax 550-6068 
rk@cci.glasnet.ru 

WA LES 

Gwynedd Sc Mon EF! 

The Greenhouse, 1, Trevelyan Terrace 
Bangor, Gwynedd LL57 1AX 
01248-355821 


EF! Projects fir Campaigns 


Bioengineering Action Network 
POB 11331, Eugene, OR 97440 
ban@tao.ca; www.tao.ca/-ban 
Cold Mountain, Cold Rivers 
POB 7941, Missoula, MT 59807 
(406) 728-0867; cma@wildrockies.org 
EF! Direct Action Fund 
POB 210, Canyon, CA 94516 
tel/fax (925) 376-7329 


End Corporate Dominance 
HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 
(541) 468-2028 

NE Forest Practices Campaign 
POB 4101, Portsmouth, NH 03802 
noreastah@acadia.net 
Warrior Poets Society 
PMB 361, 108 Student Union 
#4510 Berkeley, CA 94720-4510 
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Militants Splice Animal Geneticists in Twin Cities 



by Bioengineering Action Network 

In North America's first demonstra- 
tion against the animal biotechnology 
industry, the International Society for 
Animal Genetics (ISAG) received a 
warm greeting at its annual confer- 
ence in Minneapolis on July 24 and 25. 
The gathering of "mad scientists" — 
genetic engineers exchanging cutting- 
edge research techniques in "livestock 
improvement" and "pharming" — was 
accompanied by hundreds of passion- 
ate, sometimes militant marchers, as 
well as the predictable armed occupa- 
tion of downtown by multi-agency 
law enforcement, including the FBI. 
As we saw in Philadelphia and Los 
Angeles, this police mobilization is 
only intensifying as the state senses its 
vulnerability to a new wave of mili- 
tancy. In Minneapolis, the police were 
faced with a new style of protest that 
doesn't seek to cooperate with orderly, 
civil arrests and escorted marches. 

The police followed the marches on 

foot, in a dozen commandeered city 
buses and on horseback. Special units 
of 60 riot-geared officers moved in 
phalanxes to steer us away from the 
Hyatt, and into designated protest ar- 


eas. Police helicopters 
hovered over down- 
town throughout the 
day tracking the 
march, which had no 
pre-planned destina- 
tion but rather flowed 
organically based on 
the movement of the 
cops. Spontaneity and 
adaptation were our 
most useful tools, 
making it impossible 
for the cops to con- 
trol our movements — 
even we didn't know 
what would come 
next! 

The action began 
Sunday night with a several-hour- 
long teach-in and speak-out in Loring 
Park, then a somewhat spontaneous 
march around the Hyatt Hotel. We 
chanted "I-S-A-G Fuck your biotech- 
nology" while taking the entire street 
with no annoying internal marshals 
or peacekeepers. We tried many times 
to occupy the street but were pushed 
back by horse-mounted police (two 
of whom later ended up falling from 
their thrones), and just barely made 


it back to the park without arrests. On 
Monday morning a group of about 200 
left a downtown park intending to march; 
we were stopped on all sides from march- 
ing, even on the sidewalks. Eventually 
we detected a weak police line and 
marched right through it, using tough 
plastic banners on the frontline, and 
chanting "Reclaim the streets! Reclaim 
the genes!" Within a few blocks we were 
forcefully directed into the Loring Park 
neighborhood, where a standoff oc- 


curred. When the march began to be 
surrounded, we pushed through the 
police line and into the park, amid 
swinging batons and pepper spray. 

continued on page 23 

Tips for Ticketees 

Who Resist Ranger Rick 

by Scorr Silver 

You’ve been out enjoying a walk 
in the forest, but when you get back 
to your car you discover that some- 
one wearing a green uniform has 
vandalized it. Placed upon your 
windshield is a note telling you that 
you've parked illegal ly and berating 
you for having failed to purchase 
the required parking permit. You 
read on and are shocked to discover 
that the notice attempts to extort 
$ 100 from you unless you immedi- 
ately pay $3 baksheesh. Faced with 
these options you ask yourself: 
"What should i do?" 

This scenario is being repeated 
thousands of times each day as the 
Recreation Fee Demonstration Pro- 
gram oozes over the landscape and 
the folks in green go after your green. 

It's gotten so bad that I get calls 
from people who tell me they 
stopped to take a pee in the bushes 
or perhaps grab a quick glimpse of 
the sunset, only to return to their 
car and find a uniformed officer 
writing them a ticket. Hardly a day 
goes by without someone asking 
me: "What should I do?" 

The answer I give everyone who 
asks is always the same. 1 say: "It 
depends." 

The Recreation Fee Demonstra- 
tion is not, as some suppose, a pro- 
gram to test whether the American 
public is willing to accept pay-to- 
play recreation. 

continued on page 32 


Defending Adnyamathanha Territory 

Robo-cops Storm Protest Camp at Australia’s Beverley Mine 


by Luna 

The Beverley Uranium Mine in the North 
Flinders Ranges of South Australia is the 
newest uranium mine for Australia in 10 
years. Little Johnny Howard's conservative 
government has installed an aggressive man- 
date of extensive mineral exploration 
throughout the desertlands of inland Aus- 
tralia, no doubt encouraged and supported 
by greedy foreign interests. 

Environmentalists have seen a departure 
from traditional open-cut mining methods 
to in-situ leaching 
(ISL). ISL is increas- 
ingly favored by min- 
ing companies as it 
allows for the extrac- 
tion of smaller quan- 
tities of ore, without 
the infrastructure 
costs of larger scale 
operations. ISL in- 
volves pumping of an 
acid-based solution 
down injection wells 
into the ore-bearing 
aquifer, wherein the 
acid dissolves the 
waste rock materials and the uranium particles attach them- 
selves to water particles. This solution is then pumped back to the 
surface through extraction wells, the uranium is retrieved and 
the waste water is then returned to the underground waterbody. 
The process is then repeated. 


For one of the driest 
regions on Earth, with 
inhabitants relying on 
groundwater from 
aquifers and the Great 
Artesian Basin for sur- 
vival, it seems incom- 
prehensible that the 
government is allow- 
ing devastating mining 
techniques that 
threaten the long-term 
viability of such fragile 
ecosystems. ISL has 
been banned in all 
OECD countries due to 
its shocking history of groundwater contami- 
nation and failure at rehabilitation. 

Uranium is not a new word to this part of 
Australia. During the 1940s, Mount Painter in 
the Flinders was one of the first sites to be 
| mined for uranium. The ore extracted there 
3 was used in the British atomic bomb testing at 
I Maralinga during 1952-1957. Our government's 
3 history with the nuclear industry is a long and 
^ shameful one, of which our indigenous peoples 
still bear the full fury. The people at Maralinga 
and Emu Junction have been subject to a dev- 
astating 50 years of contamination and radia- 
tion poisoning. Not only were the locals not notified 
of the impending bomb tests; not only have the old 
people died painfully and prematurely; 

continued on page 22 



Holding off the shields 
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Late Night at the Journal Office... 

or This is What Happens When I Drink Too Much Coffee 
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As summer rolls to an end, the days get shorter, the 
nights get colder and we begin the transition into autumn, 
things here at the Earth First! Journal office become more 
hectic every day. The phone rings incessantly, people are 
in an out of the office at an almost 
unbelievable rate and the staff is 
working double time to finish Mabon 
as well as prepare for the upcoming 
20th anniversary issue. Through all 
of this I, as always, am lacking sleep 
and all hopped-up on coffee. Now 
it's the middle of the night, and I'm 
on my fifth mug full of caffeine. 

I came to work at the Journal be- 
cause it is our movement's paper. It 
allows a voice to be heard around 
the world that would otherwise be 
silent. However, I had not thought 
of how much goes into each issue — 

I never imagined that putting the 
Journal out could be this stressful. 

Deadlines sneak up and bite you in 
the ass, something goes wrong at the 
worst possible moment and there 
are always 10 things happening at 
once. Life becomes a blur as the issue 
nears its end, and our lives become wholly consumed by 
the paper. It clouds my dreams. I think about it while I eat. 
I also, unfortunately, let my health and well-being go 
straight to hell (hold the hand basket) . If it were not for the 
fact that our collective works so well together. I'm pretty 
sure I would lose my mind — what little is left that is. 

Despite what you may have heard, these folks really are 
a great bunch to work with. After being in the office for far 
too many hours, stepping on each other and seeing that 
well-hidden side of our personalities that rears its ugly 
head when deadline is breathing down our necks, we can 
still go to the bar and hang out together. I could not have 
asked for a better crew of people. 

As we sat in the "break room" earlier, surrounded by 
boxes containing almost every Journal ever published, 
someone pointed out the fact that lots of work and energy 
also sat in those boxes. I began to think about the past 20 
years — 158 issues full of the experiences that I am living 
right now. All of those last-minute mishaps and insanely 
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late nights. Every single drawn-out meeting and argu- 
ment. Each moment that makes it all worthwhile. 

Don't get me wrong, those wonderful moments are just 
as plentiful as those moments that could drive a person to 
drink (and sometimes do). Every time 
— I get to meet someone who has just 
arrived in town to short-term and each 
time an issue comes off the press and 
we sit down for our post-production, 
debriefing breakfast, I am thankful for 
getting a chance to be a part of this. 

As Mabon comes to a close so does 
my seventh issue, and the end of Au- 
gust marked my tenth month as a 
joumalista. It has gone by so fast and is 
coming to a close even faster. March 
will be the end of the Journal's run in 
| Eugene. Over the next several months, 
we will be working with the collective 
in Tucson to help make the transition 
as smooth as possible. The first project 
| taken on by the Tucsonites is this issue's 
blank wall — a Spanish primer. As the 
unknown lurks beyond the horizon I 
can go forward with the peace of mind 
that once the hard part is over, the 
Journal will be in the hands of some great, hard-working 
folks. I also cannot help but to think that the paper is going 
back to the Southwest — as a more mature element of our 
ever-expanding movement — to start anew. It is exciting to 
imagine where the next step may lead. 

— Adam Volk 
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fS^auna QaMa T 

w Fauna, n. animal life. u A 

Cabala, n. an esoteric, secret matter or 
mysterious art. 

Perhaps the most glamorous organisms to ever evolve, 
peripatus are owners of their own phylum 
(Onychophora), shimmering amongst the major groups 
of life. These plush and tastefully sequined, soft-bodied 
marvels, also called velvet worms, are a sister taxon not 
to worms but to Arthropoda, the phylum that includes 
insects, arachnids and crustaceans. From South America, 
Australia, Africa and the Caribbean, they can live out 
their entire lives in the same rotting log, spending their 
time sliming prey with glue and having extravagant sex. 

Males of the genus Phallocephalus are incurable 
dickheads. They pursue the traditional mode of mating, 
even though their reproductive organ is on their fore- 
head. Other peripatus, however, randomly litter fe- 
males, and sometimes even other males, with packets of 
sperm called spermatophores. Wherever these loaded 
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by Faith Walker 
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gifties 
stick to her 

skin, female cells let the contents squeeze 
in, and sperm navigate through muscle layers, 
into her body cavity, eventually finding her 
reproductive tract. There they are kept in sperm 
purses near the entrance to each of her twin JQ | 

uteri. Females can store sperm, however acquired, 
for up to five years, dipping into their purses when need 
be. Some never need to remate. Interestingly, females 
are able to partition sperm, such that each uterus con- 
tains embryos sired by a different set of males, and they 
sometimes kil the sperm in their purses. Onychophora 
may be a rare example of creatures with postcopulatory 
control of fertilization, whereby females destroy the 
sperm of dud males to favor their macho velvety coun- 
terparts. In this way there is no harm done even if he is 
a dickhead. 
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by Tim Ream 

The struggle for a sustainable and just world has 
certainly been interesting since November 30, 1999. 
In the wake of the mid-August protest against the 
Democratic National Convention (DNC) in Los An- 
geles, now is an important time to review strategies 
and tactics that have propelled the US mass protest 
movement during the last ten months . What worked 
so well in Seattle seems to have lost its effectiveness 
lately. Earth First! Journal readers certainly have 
much to offer the debate with biocentric and revo- 
lutionary perspectives. 

The greatest protest success of the last 10 months 
remains the collapse of the World Trade Organiza- 
tion (WTO) meetings in Seattle and the concomi- 
tant demonization of that organization 
among the politically aware worldwide. 

With such success has come a reminder of 
the power of people organizing globally 
and employing direct action tactics en 
masse. The sheer power exhibited by these 
protests demanded some mainstream me- 
dia coverage and, with the first Indepen- 
dent Media Center (IMC) in Seattle, has 
significantly expanded the effectiveness of 
non-corporate information dispersal. Inside 
and outside the movement there have been 
debates on anarchism and the tactic of prop- 
erty destruction. 

Greater public awareness of the destructive 
nature of the W orld Bank and International Mon- 
etary Fund resulted from the Washington DC 
protests in April, genetic engineering was high- 
lighted in Boston in March and again in - 

Minneapolis in July. Numerous individu- | 

als who have been involved on the ground 
have been trained, "battle-tested" and radicalized at 

the receiving end of abusive police tactics. The IMC 

movement has taken off with nearly two dozen 
centers established around the world, their life spans 
not ending with the protests that gave them birth. 

Despite these gains, however, a chapter may be 
ending. While actions in Seattle and DC produced 
increased mainstream issue awareness, protests in 
Philadelphia against the Republican National Con- 
vention (RNC) and in LA against the DNC went 
unreported in most corporate venues. Where pro- 
test coverage occurred, it was conflict-oriented and 
content-free, even in the local press. It is likely that 
the spectacle of protest could not match the spec- 
tacle of conventioneering, but perhaps also some in 
the corporate press are beginning to realize the 
danger our message presents to their profits. 

Police tactics have also evolved since Seattle, and 


the trend is discouraging. Police and city govern- 
ment press releases before recent events have at- 
tempted to demonize protesters by painting them as 
dangerous and destructive spoiled brats, hiding be- 
hind masks and unaware of what they stand for. 
Even among many leftists who ought to know 
better, the misrepresentation has taken some hold. 
This has created the space for widely inflated para- 
military preparations for protest and for cleverly 
calculated misinformation campaigns designed to 
whip residents into a state of alarm. In this climate, 
numerous police actions to preempt protest or ha- 
rass participants have gone unchallenged by the 
public. As protests move from city to city, the cops' 
dirty tricks have not been seen by the public in each 




locale as part of a pattern of manipulation. In the 

failed Kaiser Aluminum action last spring in Tacoma, 

steelworkers were fooled by law enforcement into 
fearing direct action. The promise of "turtles and 
teamsters" was paralyzed. In Philadelphia a preemp- 
tive bust shut down the convergence and protesters 
were subsequently brutalized in the jails and by the 
courts. Fake bomb threats have been reported by the 
police regularly. The police presence in the streets of 
LA was overwhelming. 

Near-term gains from the DNC protest in LA are 
difficult to find. Economic losses in the downtown 
area have been reported in the tens of millions due 
to potential shoppers' fear of police and protesters. 
The city will undoubtedly need to deal with the 
millions spent needlessly on police preparations. 
But the issues that took people out into the streets 
remain a mystery to Angelenos and the rest of the 


country. The media shut out was nearly air-tight. 
This could well be due in part to the nature of the LA 
protest. The week was characterized by little beyond 
rallies and permitted marches. Very little direct 
action was carried out by any of the factions in- 
volved. This, despite a convergence space that saw as 
many as 2,000 participants in a single day and the 
North American Anarchist Conference in town with 
over 500 attendees. 

A closer look at the organizational structure 
behind the LA protest reveals how stronger ac- 
tions could be produced in the future. A key new 
player on the scene since Seattle has been the 
Direct Action Network (DAN). DAN groups have 
sprung up in numerous cities in the last nine 
months. DAN attempts to provide a non-hierar- 
chical organizing structure with autonomous lo- 
cal control. Also, an experienced DAN affinity 
group has been on the road 
organizing infrastructure like 
P* - ™' meeting space, first aid, com- 

munication, and coordination 
with legal support and food. DAN has the 
infrastructure stuff down pat: The LA convergence 
space was unparalleled. But the actual on-the- 
ground political and protest organizing is up to 
the local group, and many in LA, even within the 
collective, felt the approach was hierarchical and 
weak. LA DAN claimed to know the situation in LA 
was different and demanded a specific approach. 
As one example, DAN and D2K organizers devel- 
oped a list of a dozen demands as a centerpiece for 
the week. Anarchists cringed at asking the govern- 
ment to concede on 12 specific policy changes. 
Further, a biocentric perspective was completely 
absent. By the second day of the DNC protest 
* • . nearly everyone was sick of marching through 
cop cordons toward yet another permitted rally. It 
is interesting that in personal discussions and even 
in public pronouncements most organizers, in- 
cluding those salaried by leftist nonprofits, profess 
qualified support for property destruction and self- 
identify as anarchist. Why the weak result? 

I believe the answers are revealed by yet another 
return to our roots. We have long known that 
reliance on the corporate media to deliver the end 
result of our actions is a risky endeavor. Our success 
in Seattle has led us further down the path of seeking 
mainstream media coverage. Media coverage is not 
direct action. It can be an important educational 
component in some campaigns, but only with a 
direct challenge to oppressors as the centerpiece of 
organizing and action planning. 

continued on page 25 


Dear SFB... These are your 15 minutes of fame. Use them wisely! 


Dear EF!J, 

I'm a "lone wolf" tired of the 
cage that they had me in, tired of 
the place that this world has be- 
come. My first ever email is to you 
people; thank you for the free sub- 
scription. . . This is my new address. 
Please terminate the rest of my sub 
to that hell hole. Thank you for 
making my sentence a little more 
bearable... bareable, whatever... 
Anyways peace and love to you all. 
And for the record Julia sold out. 

Monkeywrenchin' until my fi- 
nal day, with love to you all. 

P.S. First check I get is going 
to you people. . . Well, maybe 
I'll get a six pack too! 

Earth First! 

— Shotgun 

Dear Earth First! Journal, 

When I opened my "Litha 
2000" copy of the Journal. I was 
shocked and amazed to see that 
the green fist was missing from the 
header. I think that the Journal has 


lost its focus if it has become so 
politically correct as to remove the 
fist because of violent connota- 
tions. I understand that the 
clenched fist Can be seen as 
violent, but we need to spend 
our time working on "Earth" 
issues not political BS. 

We need a journal that re- 
ally puts the "Earth" First!, not a 
journal that gets caught up in ev- 
ery popular, left-wing cause. 

There are some great places to 
publish stories on women's and 
men's issues, gay issues, la- 
bor issues, etc... The EF! 
Journal is the only place 
to get the dope on 
"Earth" issues. Let's fill 
the paper with hard- 
core action and "how 
to's" and leave the 
namby-pamby PC crap to 
the rags. No compromise in de- 
fense of Mother Earth! (unless 
someone is offended). 

— Jim Nelson, LA EF! 


Ed. note: The missing fist from the 
Litha 2000 issue was an over- 
sight in last the few frenzied 
moments of an insanely 
hectic issue. Or... In a 
feeble attempt to make the 
fist green, technology bit 
us in the ass and the com- 
putermadeitclearinstead. Or... 
We left the fist out so you, our readers, 
could delve into the artistic depths of 
your brains and draw us a new logo for 
the banner. Do the extra ones here 
make up for it? 

Still "fistin'’' for the Earth, 

—AV 


Hey there EF! 

So I heard a rumor that 
you folx will send free 
issues to people incar- 
cerated and well— here I 
am, held in the Burnaby 
Corrections Centre for 
females, for my part (hold 
ing an umbrella and cook- 



ing food) for a woman who 
was blockading a logging 
road up in the Elaho Val- 
ley (north of Vancouver, 

BC) . The longest anyone's 
got for contempt of court 
(breaking an injunction, civ 
illy) was seven days. W e got a prick/ 
corporate ass-sucking judge. He 
gave me 42 days. Fuck being in- 
side, I feel lucky after meeting a 
lifer or two. I'm bored and need to 
keep in touch with the struggle for 
the defense of the land. Please 
send me something. 

With strength and solidarity, 

— Andrea Schaal 
B.C.C.W., 7900 Fraser Park Dr., 
Burnaby, BC Canada V5J 5H1. 

Hello EF!J, 

My name is Crystal 
Bridges and was recently 
involved in the action 
againstSierra Pacific Indus- 
tries in Arnold, CA. I would 
like to tell you how much it 


means to have this story pub- 
lished in Earth First! Journal. I 
am a 17-year-old girl and 
would love to see more teens 
get involved with this issue. 
By publishing this in your 
journal, it enables people to see 
that other people go to extreme 
lengths to help save our precious 
Mother Earth. Once united we can 
never be divided. 

I would like to end by saying this 
means the world to me, literally, so 
keep up the great work] 

Thank you so much, 

— Crystal Bridges 

Dear SFB, 

I was a supporter until I saw the 
support for Mumia Abu-Jamal on 
your site. From forest to cop killers. 
Nice choice! Losers. I'll never sup- 
port you again. 

— Jim MAlue 
the-filter-people@email.msn.com 


nuch it continued on page 26 

September-October 2000 Earth First! Page 3 



SMOKEY GETS HIS DUE 


by Phil Knight 

Yesterday, August 20, 1 went for a hike on the History 
RockTrail in Hyalite Canyon to get some time alone in 
the woods before Montana's Gallatin National Forest 
is closed to all humans, except firefighters. The closure 
order goes into effect tonight at midnight, due to the 
extreme fire danger. 

While hiking I came across a bizarre artifact: a full- 
size Smokey Bear wooden cutout that someone had 
nailed to a tree and used for target practice. Poor old 
Smokey had hundreds of bullet holes in him. 

It seemed like a sign. Smokey gets his due. After all, 
you can thank the US Forest Service and its overzeal- 
ous fire suppression efforts of the past 90 years for 
the intensity of some of this 
season's wildfires. Ninety years 
of fire suppression have loaded 
the forest with tinder, meaning 
inevitable conflagrations. The 
forest knows what it needs — a 
good solid scrubbing. Which is 
just what it's getting. 

This morning, there was a news 
report that a bear cub with 
burned paws was rescued in the 
Bitterroot Valley. The bear was 
compared in the news with the 
original Smokey, who was a real 
bear cub rescued in a similar man- 
ner in New Mexico decades ago. 

Are we being prepared for the 
resurrection of Smokey? 

Smokey, of course, is just a pup- 
pet. How can anyone get angry at 
a happy bear with a j aunty ranger 
hat? But behind the facade of the preachy bear is a 
federal bureaucracy that views all wildfire as an evil 
akin to the flames of hell and which would probably 
sell its grandmother for her fiber content. 



ests are meant to burn. They will burn despite 
our best efforts to control the processes of 
nature and to turn wild forests into 
monocultured tree farms devoid of pests and 
disease. Yqu may as well try to control the 
weather as stop fires of the intensity we are 
experiencing in the West this summer. 

Can't you just picture it? "Only you can 
prevent lightning!" 

No one is truly to blame for the fires of course, 
despite Republican claims that Bill Clinton and 
Monica Lewinsky started them all with cigars. If 
anyone is to blame, it is modern industrial society, 
which has so filled the atmosphere of our blue- 
green planet with foul effluent that the very i||U|' 
globe is heating up and dry- 
ing out like an apple left in the 
summer sun. 

However, the political firestorm 
is just beginning. It does not mat- 
ter how many facts or figures we 
barrage politicians with. If they 
want to use fires as a political 
weapon, they will do so. Ambi- 
tious but unscrupulous Republi- 
cans like Montana Governor Marc 
Racicot view the "disaster" of the 
2000 fires as a chance to bask in 
the national limelight. 

"Wow, Montana finally makes 
national headlines!" thinks the 
clever and crafty governor. 
"What a perfect opportunity to 
make some national press! I'll 
just pipe up and blame every- 
thing on Clinton, thus dodging 
any blame for the fires and looking like a hero! At 
the same time I can kill the roadless initiative and 
suck up to my buddies in the timber industry!" 

Too bad Racicot underestimated his opponents in 


To all Bovs and Girls ? 

ffemember-SMOKF# 
fRIENDS DON'T PWY 
ITCHES! 




Fire burning near Darby, Montana. 


Sorry, Smokey, but you were wrong. Western for- the environmental community who are interested in 


the actual facts of the situation and are willing to speak 
out (unlike the Democracts). Racicot has been skewered 
in the national media. Ole bison-guts has a black eye. 
However, I predict Racicot will still keep spewing his 
lies, backed by Montana's only US Representative 
Rick Hill and now by House Speaker Dennis Hastert. 
We will see a Salvage Rider to make the 1996 version 
look like a post and pole sale. 

Meanwhile, the woods and the critters will get a real 
break from human disturbance. The backcountry will 
be quieter than it's been since 1988, when the na- 
tional forests were also shut down. Hunting season 
will be delayed, if not canceled. There are no ATVs 
ripping up the dusty trails, no logging crews hacking 
down and burning trees, no bubbas in pickup trucks 
hurling Coors Light cans into the knapweed while 
they look for coyotes to plug. Considering the stress 
and hardship the critters are experiencing — ungulates 
are already eating winter forage like sagebrush — it's a 
damn good thing people are being shut out of the 
woods. I don't enjoy the fact, as I would love to go 
stomp around the hills as usual. But we have options. 
The animals don’t — unless you are a cute little bear 
cub with burned paws. 


Some Fire Facts to Dispel Pro-Salvage Arguments 


by Mikf. Peterson 

1. Wildfires are to Western ecosystems what 
rain is to a rainforest. They are necessary for the 
continued health and existence of these ecosys- 
tems. JVildfires do anything but destroy a land- 
scape. Indeed, they are one of the major ecological 
forces that rejuvenate Western ecosystems. With- 


are threatened. Building homes in the midst of 
fire-prone landscapes is no different than building 
houses in the flood plains of the Mississippi or 
condos on hurricane-prone barrier islands of the 
Atlantic coast. 

5. Commercial logging does not remove danger- 
ous fuel loads. Instead it takes the largest, most 
valuable and most fire-resistant trees, leaving be- 


out fire, there would be no old-growth forests of hind a firetrap. Commercial logging is not a pre- 


scription for forest health; it is one of the major 
causes of unhealthy forest conditions. Old trees 
and old growth are resistant to fire. 

6. Logging isn't needed on our national forests. 
A recent scientific review team, led by Wenatchee 
Forest Service Research Station scientists Paul 
Hessburg and John Lemkuhl, has found that on dry 
sites (which include much of the intermountain 
West), the use of prescribed fire alone would re- 
store tree-stbciing levels and could be implemented 
on a broad range of cases without prior thinning. 


ponderosa pine and western larch. Wildfires cleanse 
the forest of disease and insects. They thin forest 
stands. They recycle nutrients. They create snags 
that are homes for thousands of species. 

2. One timber industry advocate said, "I never 
saw a clearcut burn." Nothing could be further 
from the truth. Of course clearcuts burn. When 
long, hot summers dry out the grasses, brush and 
logging wastes, they can flare explosively. When, 
they grow thick with closely packed young trees, 

they present exactly fhe fire danger we are wres- ... . 

tling with npWi Th^ logging roads that provide. ^7. Will logging prevent or reduce catastrophic afid the introduction of exotic plants," states the 
— f&aiius, fAroctiro* wRMKv? "Timber harvest, through its effects on 


dally the first year or two as the material decays. 
High fire-behavior hazards associated with the 
residues can extend, however, for many years 
depending on the tree. Even though these hazards 
diminish, their influence on fire behavior can 
linger for up to 30 years in the dry forest ecosys- 
tems of eastern Washington and Oregon." 

10. A 1968 USFS report says that, "It appears 
significant that many large fires in the western 
United States have burned almost exclusively in 
slash. Some of these fires have stopped when they 
reached uncut timber; none has come to attention 
that started in green timber and stopped when it 
reached a slash area." 

11. “iFire severity has generally increased and 
fire frequency has generally decreased over the 
last 200 years. The primary causative factors be- 
hind fire regime changes are effective fire preven- 
tion and suppression strategies, selection and re- 
generation cutting, domestic livestock grazing 


human access are the source of many forestsires. fire risk? 

3. Two good examples of how fires seek clear- forest structure, local microclimate and fuels ac- 
cuts and logging roads and ignore themoister old firo I ™ ro ♦" 


growth: the Raft River Fire on the Olympic Penin- 
sula and the Sundance Fire in northern Idaho— 
both in 1967. In the former case, the fire literally 
raced from clearcut to clearcut down the logging 
road, completely skipping the old growth in be- 
tween. In the latter, the burned area was entirely 
within an area laced with logging roads and 
logging scars, once again largely ignoring the 
uncut areas. 

4. In western Montana, the fires are burning in 


the forests adjacent to some of the fastest-grow- 
ing residential areas in the nation, the Bitterroot. 


lulation, has increased fire severity more t 
other recent human activity," says the: Sierra 
Nevada Ecosystem Project. 

8. The United States Forest Service (USFS) has said 
in its Historical and Current Forest Landscapes in 
Eastern Oregon and Washington report on fire behav- 
ior that, "Logged areas generally showed a strong 
association with increased rate of spread and flame 
length, thereby suggesting that tree harvesting could 
affect the potential fire behavior within landscapes. 
In general, rate of spread and flame length were 
positively correlated with the proportion of area 
logged in t 


- H BBpi ..... . sammegwatefsheds. " 

Hdena and Clark Fork valleys. At last countmore 9. The same report states that, " As a by-producy 

than 75 percent of the burned acreage lays out- of clearcutting, thinning and other tree-removal 
• . S na l parks and . activit 


ntegrated Scientific Assessment for Ecosystem 
Management in the Interior Columbia Basin, USFS. 

12. The Assessment of .Ecosystem Components 
in the Interior Columbia Basin and Portion of the 
Klamath and Great Basin-Volume II, USFS, goes 
on to* say that, "Tim high rate of human-caused 
fires has generally>f>een associated will high rec- 
reational use in areas of higher road densities." 

13. According to Reed Noss in the Road Rippers 
Handbook, research has shown that 78 percent of 
human-caused fires occurred within 265 feet of a 
road. In New Jersey it was determined that 75 
percent of all forestfiTes were traced to roadsides. 
Other studies fttfS^estimated that humans cause 
90 pe^fteWl bf wildfires and/that over half are 
started from roadsides. JM 


14. The causes of wildfires are also widespread, 

side of protected areas like national parks and . activities, actTvity fuels° create both short- and and include lightning strikes, barbecue briquettes, 
wilderness. Ninety-six percent of the firefighting long-term fire hazards to ecosystems. The poten-yf ATV ; /exhaust, chainsaws and logging crews. An 
effort is focused on roaded and developed areas tial rate of spread and intensity of fires associated? automobile accident caused the Hanford Reserva- 
where human lives, homes and other structures with recently- cut logging residues is high, espe- tion fire in eastern Washington. 
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Brazilians Rampage Against Industrial Agriculture 


MST Activists Killed 


Two landless rural workers were killed 
and at least 17 others were injured in 
Brazil on July 25 in separate incidents 
during a national day of protest orga- 
nized j ointly by the Movement of Land- 
less Rural Workers (MST) and by the 
National Forum to demand more agrar- 
ian reform and to protest corruption 
and genetically engineered crops. 

MST member Francisco Aldenir de 
Mesquita, 28, was killed in Ceara state, 
not far from the state capital, 
Fortaleza, when six armed gunmen 
invaded a camp set up several 
months ago by landless rural 
workers at the Laguna del 
Serrote estate, which was 
in the process of offi- 1 ^, 

cial expropriation. 

The gunmen shot 
Aldemir de 

Mesquita in the ' J -'i , ( £ 

head and pelvis. 

He died within an SWi) 

hour. The gunmen also shot 
eight other landless workers, 
among them an 8-year-old girl V 
and a pregnant woman. ~ ; 

The Rural Workers Union and * 

the MST called the provincial 
police to stop the attack, but the 
police arrived several hours later after 
it was all over. Ceara Governor Tasso 
Jereissati is close to President Fernando- 
Henrique Cardoso and is being prepped 
as the likely presidential candidate for 
the Party of the Brazilian Social De- 
mocracy (PDSB) in the 2002 elections. 

Also on July 25, approximately 200 
unarmed landless workers protested 
in front of the Banco do Brasil bank in 
the Boa Viagem neighborhood of 
Recife, in Pernambuco state. At about 
2:30 p.m., 12 military police con- 




fronted the workers. The officers 
threatened the workers with billy 
clubs and then opened fire on them. 
One of the shots struck Josi Marlzcio 
da Silva, 47, in the chest. The bullet 
pierced his liver and lung. Da Silva 
died at the Restauragco Hospital due 
to massive hemorrhaging. 

Earlier at the Recife port, nearly 2,000 
demonstrators occupied a cargo ship 
carrying genetically engineered corn. 
They threw molotov cocktails and 
rocks at the ship, and 
broke lights, windows 
and doors. They also 
spraypainted the ship 
with slogans against 
President Cardoso. The 
■i intention, said MST 

leader Amorim, was to 
, , bum the cargo; how- 

'• ‘ ■ ever, they decided to 

retreat, fearing the ar- 
" , / Bf rival of police. The pro- 

tests in Pernambuco 
, - 'mr against genetically engi- 
neered crops and in de- 
mand of an agricultural 
¥ policy that benefits small 

producers were organized by 
the MST, the Unitary Workers Fed- 
eration (CUT), the Federation of Agri- 
cultural Workers of Pernambuco and 
other groups. 

Protests took place in 17 other Brazil- 
ian states on July 25 without serious 
incidents. In Parana state, according to 
state coordinator Roberto Baggio, nearly 
1 5,000 people camped out in the central 

plazas of eight towns: Londrina, 
Cascavel, Pitanga, Guarapuava, Maringa, 
Quedas do Iguacu, Mangueirinha and 
Larajeira do Sul. They planned to stay 
overnight to push their agricultural de- 


mands. In the town of Cascavel, some plainec 
7 00 demonstrators gathered in front of becaus 
a branch of the Banco do Brasil to burn of entn 
a mock coffin representing the Interna- hurt Bi 
tional Monetary Fund, which they tests tl 
blame for a lack of 
available agricul- 
tural credits to 
small producers. 

In the city of Sao 
Paulo, capital of 
Sao Paulo state, 
landless rural 
workers were 
joined by stu- 
dents, unionists, 

churchpeople, " ' 

teachers, opposi- H ; 

tion party mem- • V ‘(r ■ ' 
bers and homeless 

Kids at workers camp 

movements in a 

demonstration in front of the still un- areas t 
finished building of the Regional La- In B 
bor Tribunal, viewed as a "Monument state, 
to Corruption." The demonstrators Citiba 
then occupied an inside patio and sev- before 
eral other areas of the building for an and p 
hour. Some $123 million has gone tions 
into construction of the building so far Grossc 
in suspicious circumstances involving Espirit 
close associates of Cardoso. Later the For 
demonstrators marched to the mayor's www.r 
offices, where agents of the Metropoli- 
tan Civil Guard closed the gates 
and beat up some of the protesters. | 

In Porto Alegre, in Rio Grande 
do Sul, Brazil's southernmost state, 
nearly 5,000 people — landless ru- 
ral workers, farmers, CUT mem- 
bers and students — j oined together 
for a "March of the Have-Nots." i 
On the other side of the state, in 
Sao Borja, some 600 farmers 
blocked the bridge that links the 
city with Santo Tome, in Argen- 
tina. MST leader Mario Lil ex- 


plained that the bridge was blocked 
because it is one of the principal ports 
of entry of agricultural products which 
hurt Brazilian farmers. In other pro- 
tests throughout the state, main ac- 
cess routes were cut to the 
port of Rio Grande and to 
the cities of Carazinho and 
Santa Cruz. 

Protesters occupied the of- 
fices of US-based Monsanto 
in Nao-me-Toque. 

In Santa Catarina state, 
just north of Rio Grande do 
Sul, nearly 4,000 people took 
part in actions in five towns. 
For six hours, protesters shut 
down a customs post in 
Dionisio Cerqueira on the 
border with Argentina; roads 
xrs camp were a j so locked in other 

areas of the state. 

In Belo Horizonte, Minas Gerais 
state, MST members, occupied a 
Citibank branch in the city center 
before being forced out by guards 
and police. Other states where ac- 
tions took place included Mato 
Grosso, Bahia, Rondonia, Paraiba, 
Espirito Santo and Sergipe. 

For more information, visit 
www.mst.org.brorwww.mstbrazil.org. 

— Weekly World News 




A "Whoa, you mean we don't have to use chemicals?" wolf to an 
international team of scientists and farmers in China's Yunnan Province 
for implementing a simple change in their rice paddy cultivation to radically 
restrict the incidence of rice blast — a fungal disease. According to a promi- 
nent New York Times article, instead of planting large stands of monocrop 
rice, the farmers planted*a mixture of two different rices. Within two years, 
farmers were able to abandon chemical fungicides and double their crop 
yields. What would Monsanto say about that? 

An end-of-the-world-as-we-know-it wolf to Ma Nature for her latest kick in our 
pants, the melting of the northern polar icecap. Oceanographers have found that 
the icecap at the top of the world has turned into a mile-wide patch of open ocean. 
Earlier research measured the average summer thickness of ice at the North Pole at 
about three meters. This year, however, scientists were able to take a ship directly 
to the pole and then had to float over it because there was no ice to stand on. 

A wolf breathing the avenging-flames-of-Hell to wildfires burning across the 


West for melting a major powerline and shutting down another that supplies 
electricity to the Pacific Northwest. The two 500-kilovolt lines, the Bonneville 
N Power Administration's (BPA) largest, were knocked out by smoke, heat and 
airborne particles from a 11,000-acre fire burning about 25 miles south of 
Helena, Montana. A BPA spokesman said the wildfire pre- 
aMX vented repair crews from working on the power lines. 

_ "It's pretty much up to the flames as to when the 
* ines bac k in service," he said. 

r A S rass -chewing, butterfly-loving, wolf to the 

City of Boulder, Colorado, for voting to ban 
genetically modified crops from city lands. Con- 
cerned that herbicide-resistant plants could be 
introduced onto city land, department trustees 
added language to leases for agricultural operations 
llHr on open space that ban any genetically-modified 
mSjm organisms from being introduced. 

^ According to city figures, nearly half of the city's 

rWm 33,000 acres of open space are leased for agriculture. 

No g enet j ca uy modified crops have been grown on city 
land since 1998, when a two-acre plot of Monsanto's 
Roundup Ready corn was tested. 


A creepy, crawly, eight-legged frankenpoodle to geneticist Jeffrey 
Turner, president of Nexia Biotechnologies of Quebec, for implanting 
spider genes in a herd of goats. The resulting goat milk yielded silky strands 
that can be used for sutures and to reconstruct tendons or ligaments and 
repair bones. 

Additionally, Turner said, the substance likely has industrial applications, 
possibly replacing such things as Kevlar. Both the US and Canadian military 
have expressed interest in using it for making anti-ballistic defense systems. 

An ignorant and proud poodle to New Mexico rancher Narcisso Baca 
for slaughtering more than 100 elk since May 1 7, accusing them of eating all 
the grass on his land that "should go to his cattle." Baca owns a 1,000-acre 
ranch in Catron County near the Gila National Forest, where he says elk are 
taking over, eating everything and damaging fences and irrigation equip- 
ment. "This year we'll kill an estimated 300 to 400 head," said Baca. "Next 
year I hope we'll be better equipped, and we'll double that." When asked 
about the argument that the elk belong there, Baca said "They don't belong 
here. I belong here." So does the ALF, Narcisso... 

A tastes-like-water, smells-like-piss poodle to the long-boycotted Coors 
Brewing Co. for dumping 77,500 gallons of "beer" into Clear Creek, killing 
thousands of fish and prompting health warnings. The "beer," which was in 
fermenting tanks, washed through a wastewater treatment plant before 
ending up in the creek, said a Coors spokeswoman. State and federal 
investigators have not determined whether any fines will be levied against 
the company. 

An Earth-raping, river-murdering, ecoterrorist 
poodle to 153 laid-off workers at a chemical plant 
in northern France for pouring 790 gallons of 
sulfuric acid into a tributary of the Meuse 
River. Using this sick form of labor protest, 
the workers actually won most of their de- 
mands, including severance pay of about 
$i 1,500 and 80 percent of their salary in 
unemployment benefits for the next two 
years. Christian Larose of the Central Con- 
federation of Workers, France's top la- 
bor organization, refused to condemn 
the spill. "They reached the limit," he 
told reporters. "But nothing was done 
that is beyond repair." 
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by John Seed 

It is early morning in the Kaeng 
Tana National Park, Thailand, on the 
verandah of a guest house overlook- 
ing the wide brown Mun River just 
above its confluence with the 
Mekong. Across the river are the 
jungles of Laos. Later, I start a three- 
day Council of All Beings workshop 
with a group of about 25 Burmese 
who are approaching the end of a 
three-month stint at a Grassroots 
Leadership Training program orga- 
nized by the Spirit in Edu- 
cation Movement. SEM 
also brought me here and 
I will be conducting an- 
other such workshop near 
Chieng Rai and a third 
(with many Buddhist 
monks and nuns partici- 
pating!) outside Bangkok. 

Aussie video guy Grant 
McGifford and I arrived 
from Bangkok a few days 
ago and spend as much 
time as we can at the Vil- 
lage of the Poor, a huge 
protest camp started in 
April '99 (see EF!J Decem- 
ber-January 2000) by the 
side of the Electricity Generating Au- 
thority of Thailand’s (EG AT) PakMun 
Dam. Thousands of villagers con- 
verged here from all over Thailand 
for a nonviolent protest against this 
huge dam (funded by the World Bank 
in 1991) and six other dam projects 
in northeast Thailand. The Pak Mun 
Dam project has destroyed the fish- 
eries of the Mun River, affecting 
25,000 people. Tired of being fobbed 
off by the authorities, they took di- 
rect action, building a series of vil- 
lages surrounding the dam, now in- 
habited by over 5,000 people. In this 
way they created a permanent pro- 
test in the face of their oppressors 
and found an alternative to moving 
to city slums after their village and 
fields were flooded. 


Their presence remains a constant 
in-your-face reminder to the officials 
and workers at the dam of the devas- 
tation and injustice they have 
wrought. Their village now includes a 
school, meeting place, health clinics, 
shops, a day care centre and a Bud- 
dhist temple. The people are evolving 
systems of self governance. Their 
movement has spread to other sites, 
with similar protest villages springing 
up at the Rasi Salai Dam and the 
proposed Bong Krum Pet Dam. 

On March 23, 1999, after a year of 



Thai resisters occupy Pak Mun Dam. 


fruitless protest, the villagers stormed 
over the wire fences and seized con- 
trol of the dam, covering the dam 
wall with thatched dwellings saying 
"We, the people who have been af- 
fected by development projects, have 
chosen to seize Pak Mun Dam because 
this dam is the symbol of development, 
which has caused us serious social and 
environmental problems. We will fight 
until we have justice, and the dam 
builders resolve our problems." 

I was delighted to have the oppor- 
tunity to speak to them about the 
nonviolent direct actions which have 
protected forests in Australia, the US 
and around the world. They set up a 
VCR and screen on top of the huge 
dam wall, and we viewed "Earth 
First!," a film I produced 15 years ago 


about the struggle for the Australian 
rainforests. I have shown this film all 
around the world but never to such 
an audience — enthusiastic peasant 
farmers and fisherfolk with no in- 
kling of the kinds of protests we 
know so well. 

Mr. Thongcharoen Srihadham, the 
54-year-old chairman of the Villag- 
ers Committee for Recovery of the 
Mun River and the Communities, 
said: "Before the dam was built, our 
livelihoods were supported by the 
resources provided by the Mun River. 

We did not need to pay 
for food because we 
could get everything 
from the river and the 
forest. After the dam 
was built, everything 
changed. The dam 
blocked the fish and de- 
stroyed the rapids. We 
became poorer and had 
no food from nature. 
Many of our relatives 
had to move to Bangkok 
| to find work. Our fami- 
lies and communities 
were destroyed. More- 
over, we started getting 
new diseases — the inci- 
dence of liver flukes (a parasite) in- 
creased by 50 percent, and we are 
very concerned about the blood fluke 
(schistosomiasis), because the snails 
which host this disease are increas- 
ing in number in the reservoir." 

For five years, the villagers wit- 
nessed the fish disappearing. The 
World Commission on Dams recently 
reported that, over the period, the 
number of fish in the river decreased 
by 60 to 80 percent. 

I was immensely gratified by the 
profound consciousness that had 
grown among these people. Though 
most had never gone to school, they 
knew more about the perils of 
globalisation, the multilateral devel- 
opment banks and such than most 
university graduates where I come 


from. They were incredibly brave and 
endured poverty such as I have never 
experienced. It was a great honor to 
be able to donate nearly two tons of 
rice to fuel their revolution. Many of 
them often don't have enough to eat, 
some having lost their fields, inun- 
dated, while others can't tend their 
fields as they are here protesting. 

Donations may be sent to Playon 
School Project, AC# 338-1-13249-0, 
KrungThai Bank, KhongChiam Branch, 
Thailand. T ax-deductible donations may 
be made out to the Rainforest Informa- 
tion Centre, Box 368, lismore, NSW 
2480, Australia, with a note saying it is 
for the Village of the Poor. 

You can support this struggle by 
sending a letter to the Prime Minister 
of Thailand demanding the govern- 
ment not use violence on the villag- 
ers and environmentalists camped at 
the dam site; Mr.Chuan Leekpai, 
Prime Minister, Government House, 
Dusit District, Bangkok, Thailand. 

You can also send a letter to the 
World Bank asking it to take respon- 
sibility for the problems its actions 
have caused the villagers at Pak Mun; 
Mr. James Wolfensohn, President, 
The World Bank, 1818 H Street, NW, 
Washington DC, 20433, USA. 

Editor's note: In July 2000 one of the 
village's demands was that the govern- 
ment and EG AT open the dam's flood- 
gates for four months of the year to allow 
fish to swim upriver to lay eggs. This 
would partly restore the natural ecologi- 
cal condition of the river and the liveli- 
hood of the people. When there were no 
signs of EGAT's or the government's 
heeding the demand, more than 1,000 
farmers and fishers left the Village of the 
Poor and headed for Bangkok. There, 
225 were arrested storming the Govern- 
ment House, generating enormous pub- 
licity for their cause. Supporting actions 
took place at Thai consulates in Sydney, 
Washington DC and Tokyo. Two weeks 
later the government opened the dam 
floodgates and agreed to leave them open 
for four months of the year. 


by Mike Jakubal 

This article is reprinted from theMabon 1987 edition 
of the Earth First! Journal. 

Washington Earth Firstlers have again targeted 
the Elwha Dam(n) for direct action, this time in the 
form of a daring nighttime graffiti raid... Sometime 
after dark on September 1, EF!ers calling them- 
selves "River ELF" (Elwha Liberation Front) painted 
a 100-foot crack and the words "Elwha Be Free" on 
the dam's vertical face. EF! con- 
tacts in Washington learned of 
the action via an anonymous 
phone call and communique-s- 
printed on EF! letterhead — 
which appeared on an EFler's 
doorstep. The caller revealed the 
following story: 

Even from a climbers perspec- 
tive this action was technical 
and involved more risk than 
similar actions elsewhere. The 
dam's top is a mere 24 inches 
wide and lacks railings or other 
attachment points for ropes. The 
painting was simple compared 
to the time-consuming process 
of setting up a rappel system. To 
do so, a rope was strung across 
the dam's top, between railings 
on either side, and then the 
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Cracking the Elwha Damn 

rappel line clipped onto the rope's middle. That meant 
much shock and rope stretch had to be braved when 
commencing each rappel. In the words of one painter: 

"It was gripping, but exciting also, 
since I knew I was properly tied in 
and backed up. I lowered myself 
off the edge, hung by my arms a 
moment contemplating the dark 
gorge 300 feet below, then... let 
go! It was 10 feet before the rope 
finally came tight and caught me. " 

Another relates that she 
"couldn't reach over far enough 
to finish 'Elwha' — even with an 
extender on the paint roller." So 
she had to do a running pendu- 
lum:. "Just like when I climbed El 
Cap — across the wall to slop a 
little paint on, swing back the 
other way, run again to pick up 
speed, back over for more 
paint..." During her swinging, 
the three gallon plastic bucket, 
suspended from her harness, 


banged against the wall sending a sound "like a 
giant gong" echoing across the amphitheater, "I 
thought the guards (living across the river) would 
wake up... it seemed so hideously loud." 

Fortunately no security appeared and the project 
was finished and all escaped. The following is a 
portion of the statement delivered to Earth First! 
contacts and the media: 

The dams on the Elwha stand as monuments to 
human folly and greed and as tombstones to the 
river's legendary salmon runs and the vision they 
represent of a river forever wild and free. Our words 
and symbolic crack are a re-affirmation of that 
vision and an inspiration for those who dare to 
dream of a once-again free flowing Elwha. The 
dams must come down. 

In the words of ELF, "It was a great action. Fun, 
risky, totally commando, the next best thing to 
really cracking it. When we bought the paint we 
asked for 'black — the cheapest you've got;' later we 
read the label and it was called 'Midnight Black.' It 
seemed so appropriate! It also said 'Guaranteed to 
last 10 years' and wondered if that meant the 
paint... or the dam?" 

To leam more about Earth First! history, order back 
issues for only $4 each. 

The Samhain 2000 edition of the Earth First! 
Journal will be a special 20-year anniversary issue 
showcasing some of the best writers and artists the 
movement has to offer. Watch for it on newsstands 
in November. 
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Nigerian Military Opens Fire 

on "Youths After Shell Oil Spill 


by Felix Tuodolo 

For the people of Freetown (Ekulama 2) of Kula, 
Nigeria, life may never be the same again. The 
people depend on subsistence fishing and farming 
for a living. The discovery of oil in the land brought 
changes to their lives, as the activities of Shell and 
Chevron greatly reduced the produce from the farms 
and rivers. j 

Occasionally, oil spills occur at the wellheads 
supplying the Ekulama Flow Station. The 1 most no- 
torious of these is Well 32, owned 
by the Anglo-Dutch oil giant, 

Shell. The oil companies are not 
in the habit of accepting respon- 
sibility for the spills. "(They) call 
them sabotage," says Jennifer Pere 
of the Niger Delta Women for 
Justice (NDWJ), a radical 
grassroots women's movement 
that fights for justice throughout 
the oil-rich Niger Delta. 

When the company accepts re- 
sponsibility, like it did in 1999, 
they pay peanuts to the people as 
compensation. For example, in 
one of the recorded spills of 1999 
Shell paid each claimant the sum 
of five naira (N5.00) or five cents 
US. The highest amount Shell has 
paid to date is N1 8 . 00, or 1 8 cents. 

But the spill that occurred at 
Well 32 on August 6 brought un- 
fathomable woes to the commu- 
nity. The spilled oil covered the 
entire river, affecting transportation and destroying 

aquatic life and mangroves. The river was littered 
with dead fish. 

On the morning of August 7, the people notified 
Shell of the spill and the destruction to the sur- 
rounding ecosystem. Five youths were selected to 
present the report. The five crossed to the Ekulama 
2 flow station and made a formal complaint. The 
Shell officials present included the community liai- 
son officer — Mr. Alex — and an acting coordinator 
for the flow station. The officials informed the 
youths that the spill must have been caused by the 
contractors working on the site and asked the youths 
to come back the next day for a formal inspection of 
the spill. In the flow station was a detachment of 
heavily armed naval personnel under whose author- 
ity and shield Shell operates. 

The youths returned to the flow station as re- 
quested the next day and were attended to by the 
acting coordinator. He asked them to wait while the 
boat to be used for the inspection was fueled. They 
were later joined by three other youths, thus raising 
the number of people to 10. While they were wait- 
ing, the head of the naval personnel, a sub-lieuten- 
ant, came and made rude remarks about youths not 
keeping the peace in the Niger Delta and always 
angling for compensation. He ordered that they 
should leave immediately. 

According to Lokoloko Igbikis, a youth leader 
who was present, the officer ordered them to 
"leave the premises of Shell immediately or be 
ready to be killed." 

"We told him that the acting coordinator of the 
flow station had asked us to wait and that we were 
supposed to go for an inspection, but the officer 
would not listen to us. He said that he was in charge, 
not the Shell official, and that if we did not leave we 
would all perish. 

"He went into the building, came back and threw 
something in our direction. It exploded. It must 
have been a grenade. As we ran, we heard the 
staccato of gunfire and the barked order of 'Shoot 
them! Shoot them!'" narrated Igbikis, who was seri- 
ously injured. Four people sustained serious bullet 
wounds and three others received injuries from the 


surrounding mangrove vegetation as they ran for 
dear life. 

Those who made it to the mangroves were later 
rescued. But for Solomon Victor, shot and left for 
dead by the attacking Shell naval personnel, rescue 
came only when the company began a panicky 
evacuation of their personnel from the flow station 
by helicopter to Port Harcourt. As the oil men 
packed bags preparing to leave the premises, they 
saw Victor covered in his blood. They took him for 
dead and airlifted him to Port Harcourt. Shell 


The 

officials later realized that he was not dead and 

took pity on him, taking him to their clinic where 
he is now receiving treatment. 

A naval officer said they were "afraid that the 
community may take reprisal action. We have to 
inform them that we are fit and ready, so intermit- 
tently we had to fire into the air to scare the shit out 
of them." The shooting continued all day and well 
into the night. The shooting had the desired effect 
of frightening the people of Freetown, who lost their 
freedom and their community. Several of them ran 
into the mangrove forest. 

According to Constance Ekine, president of Kula 
Central Women, "This is not the first time our 
people have been shot at by the military. Some time 
in July this year, the military shot at us when we 
visited Daewoo premises, but no one was injured. 
This must be stopped now before they kill all of us. 
This harassment must stop. This is why we are here 
to protest to the Government House, Shell and the 
naval barracks. We are ready to die. If they like, they 
should kill all of us." 

The women carrying placards first visited the 
wounded at Metropolitan Clinic on August 9, before 
some of them visited Shell. They were stopped at the 
gate to Shell's premises, but they forced their way to 
the clinic where Solomon Victor was hospitalized. 
An alarm was set off, and the women were con- 
fronted by the police, who then seized all the plac- 
ards in a most discourteous manner. 

A senior Shell official finally said that Shell did not 
order the shooting of the youths but that it was a 
federal government directive to the Navy to shoot 
on sight. The women gathered again on August 10 
with new placards and proceeded to the Govern- 
ment House to meet with the state governor. There, 
police prevented the women from entering, saying 
that there were too many of them. Only three of 
them were allowed in while the remaining women 
sat outside at the gate for hours. Having presented 
their position to the government, they proceeded to 
visit the media houses. 

The woes of the community seem not over yet. 
Some members of the community have not been 
seen since the shooting occurred. "The shooting is 


continuing as if there is a war declared on us. Now 
that we are here, we don't know what is happening 
at home. It is possible that the community has been 
burned down. We need help," Ine Kio appealed. 

"Shell should leave our land. We are tired of 
them. One day they will kill everyone," states 
Constance Ekine. Chief K.O. Ikiriko Opusinya, 
head of the Opusinya group of houses in Kula, 
agreed without reservation. According to him, 
"We had no problem in the past with Shell except 
compensation matters. This action of Shell is very 
surprising, and that this is hap- 
pening in a democratic setting. 
The military were brought in to 
kill my people. What we want Shell 
to do is to shut down completely 
in Kula. The world should come to 
our assistance." 

As Shell uses its advantage of 
joint-venture alliance to suppress 
the aspirations of the local 
people — and in particular using 
the might of the military — the lo- 
cal communities are still living in 
squalor, unsung and unheard. Two 
victims of the Ekulama shooting 
0 have been refused medical treat- 
| ment by Shell. Company officials 
| insist thaf they can only cater to 
| the one victim — Solomon Victor — 
§ who was found on its premises 
| and not those who escaped into 
£ the forest. Community leaders are 

currently taking care of the 
true price of gasoline victin p s medical b i Us . 

Please send your emails, faxes and letters of 
protest to the following people and places demand- 
ing that Shell clean up the oil pollution and stop 
forthwith the continued destruction of the land 
and waterways of the Niger Delta. They should also 
restore the devastated forests, waters and ruined 
lands of the delta, while compensating the affected 
local communities who have lived too long under 
the dark shadows of Shell's deadly gas flares. 

Protest letters should be sent to Shell Oil Com- 
pany, Head Office, POB 2643, Houston, Texas 
77252-2463; (713) 241-6161; 241-4044 (fax); Shell 
Petroleum and Development Company Nigeria 
Ltd., PMB 2418, Lagos, Nigeria; 00234 1 2601600/ 
19; 00234 1 2636864 (fax); info@si.shell.com. 


Shell propaganda: "happy" Nigerians reading company brochures 





Leonard Peltier Receives 
Denial of Parole 

On June 12, a parole hearing for 
Leonard Peltier was conducted at 
Leavenworth Federal Penitentiary. 
Mr. Peltier attended, together with 
his attorneys, Carl Nadler, Jennifer 
Harbury add Ramsay Clark. Despite 
the extraordinary presentation of 
evidence as to his eligibility, Mr. 
Peltier was denied parole before the 
hearing officer had even read the 
materials offered. The decision will 
still be considered by the US parole 
commissioners in Washington DC 
before the denial is finalized. 

An arbitrary, irrational and capri- 
cious denial of parole is a due process 
violation under the United States Con- 
stitution. A decision to deny parole 
before the evidence is even read or 
considered is also a denial of a fair 
hearing and constitutes a due process 
violation of the constitution. 


US Forces Fungus on 
Colombia to Combat the 
"War on Drugs" 

Under pressure from the US, Co- 
lombia has reluctantly agreed to 
take the first step toward develop- 
ing a powerful biologicalherbicide 
derived from a fungus engineered 
to attack coca and heroin-poppy 
plants (see EF!J August-September 
2000). Colombian environment 
minister Juan Mayr said he flatly 
rejected the first proposal for a 
mycoherbicide sent to him in late 
April by the UN Drug Control Pro- 
gram. A summary of the plan stipu- 
lated that "the government of Co- 
lombia has agreed, in principle, to 
experimental field trials being con- 
ducted in that country." Mayr and 
two other senior Colombian offi- 
cials said they will propose, instead, 
to test only fungal herbicides that 
already exist in Colombia. "If 
Fusarium is not there, we won't 
study it," he said. But they agreed 
to look at various types of biologi- 
cal controls against coca, including 
predatory insects. 

Lawyers at the White House and 
the State Department determined 
that the fungal herbicide could be 
used on drug crops without violat- 
ing international conventions 
against the spread of biological 
weapons, but only if a foreign coun- 
try made its own decision to use or 
test the fungus. Not all US officials 
agree; " I don 't support u sing a prod- 
uct on a bunch of Colombian peas- 
ants that you wouldn't use against 


a bunch of rednecks growing mari- 
juana in Kentucky," said an un- 
named US intelligence official. 

Santa Cruz Treesitters 
Celebrate Unprec- 
edented Decision 

California activists recently cel- 
ebrated Santa Cruz County Judge 
’ Robert Yonts' July 28 ruling that 
San Jose-based Redwood Empire 
could not remove tree-sitters from 
private property because it would 
be too dangerous. 

Yonts issued a preliminary in- 
junction that technically prevents 
the activists from trespassing, how- 
ever he ruled that the tree-sitters 
should be allowed to remain on the 
property beca use he feared for their 
safety if law enforcement officers 
tried to remove them. 

■ m concerned about property 
s but also about the safety of the 
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Roadless Complexes Under Fire in 


Umpqua Cascadla 

„ T1T the North Umpqua. 

by Shannon Wilson Who and what threaten to de- 

About two hours southeast of Eugene, stroy this wild place? The Dia- 
Oregon, in the headwaters of the North mond Lake Ranger District of 
Umpqua River, is a 20,000-acre roadless the Umpqua National Forest cre- 
area that contains some of the most ated the Upper North and Warm 
pristine and intact ancient forest re- Springs timber sales, which 
maining in Oregon. It is in this area that would log more than 2,200 acres 
the US Forest Service proposes to build of ancient and native forest and 
dozens of miles of new, permanent roads build over 20 miles of new roads 
and log thousands of acres of forest. into four interconnected road- 

Bordering the 157,000-acre Oregon lessareasoverthenexttwoyears. 
Cascades Primitive Recreation Area, and These two timber sales are cur- 
less than eight miles from the 50,000- rently under a temporary federal 
acre Mt. Thielsen Wilderness Area, this court injunction that could be 
roadless complex serves as vital forested lifted this summer or fall. The 
habitat for many threatened and endan- Umpqua National Forest is also 
gered species. One planned logging unit planning the Lemolo Timber 
is located in documented wolverine Sale, which would log an addi- 
habitat. The Canadian lynx, listed un- tional 1,000 acres, and build 
der the Endangered Species Act and until many miles of new roads. 

1998 thought to have been extirpated This is just the beginning of 



Treesitters have taken to this Doug fir. 


from Oregon, has also been documented the Umpqua National Forest's 20- to 30- stand together and speak up for their 


within 20 miles of the unit. Downstream year plan to log and bulldoze the head- continued existence. 


from cascading waterfalls, the threat; 
ened and endangered coho salmon, sea- 
run cutthroat trout and steelhead trout 
spawn. Ancient trees 600-700 years old 
(some perhaps over 1,000 years old) 
make up the forests of the headwaters of 



waters of the North Umpqua. The CEOs 
of Boise Cascade and Roseburg Forest 
Products are salivating. These wild an- 
cient forests have avoided the brunt of 
past logging because of the steep, rugged 
terrain, remoteness and the high recre- 
ational use. Now, 
these remaining 
wild areas need 
you and me to 


For more information on these de- 
structive logging plans, visit 
www.umpqua-watersheds.org. If you 
want to help financially or logistically 
with anything, including production 
and/or public showings of "Dread & 
Terror in the Umpqua" video and 
slideshow, contact Ancient Forest De- 
fense 2000, POB 842, Springfield, OR 
97477; tsuga@efn.org. 


Umpqua Canopy 
Dwellers Take to 
Snog 9 s Tree! ops 


any data, docu- 
mentation, litera- 
ture orinventory." 
To add to the. 

Inspecting unit 1 1 at Snog— 550 years old insult Of Snog, Dia- 
F * mond Lake Dis- 

„ „ trict Ranger John Ouimet has admitted 

by Francis Eatherington that the « ale was illegally marked . He 

Huffman and Wright Logging asked said that the required 180-foot no-cut 
the Forest Service to cancel the Snog protection buffers around wetlands were 
Timber Sale in the Umpqua National marked for clearcutting. Also, the law 
Forest because of depressed market con- requires that the largest and oldest trees 
ditions for timber. The Umpqua Na- within clearcuts be retained — savedfrom 


by Francis Eatherington 
H uffman and Wright Logging asked 


Logging Rider, which exempted federal 
agencies from compliance with all envi- 
ronmental laws. 

The Umpqua National Forest is deter- 
mined to have this forest clearcut, in 
spite of requests from the purchaser and 
environmentalists, and in spite of the 
scientific conclusions that the sale is 
harmful to the environment. On August 
7, attorneys for Huffman and Wright 
wrote to Harv Forsgren, Regional For- 
ester. "The local Forest Service has shown 
no interest in either cancellation or de- 


tional Forest refused and ordered 
Huffman and Wright to begin logging 
or be financially penalized. 

The original "purpose and need" for 
the sale was to contribute to the eco- 
nomic stability of the timber industry. If 
the sale is uneconomical to log, the 
Forest Service is undermining its entire 
reason for clearcutting public forests in 
the first place. 

More important is the environmen- 
tal damage that will be caused by Snog. 
The national forest's own study, the 
Fish Creek Watershed Analysis, recom- 
mends no more large canopy openings 
occur in Snog's watershed. .Snog will 
clearcut 180 acres of old-growth for- 
ests, in spite of the findings that this 
will "further aggravate channel insta- 
bility in those drainages." 

Even the National Forest's fisheries 
biologist strongly objected to Snog, say- 
ing it did not comply with the Aquatic 
Conservation Strategy. In June 1995, he 
wrote to his superior, "The professional 
and scientific basis for this decision is 
grossly inadequate and unsupported by 


the saws. Instead, the Forest Service has 
marked virtually all the biggest and best 
old growth to be cut, along with the rest 
of the forest. 

Treesitters attempting to protect one 
of the Snog units climbed 140 feet into 
one of the six-foot-diameter Douglas fir 
trees within unit 2. Ouimet came to 
their tree and told them that it was 
illegally marked for cutting. He said the 
Forest Service might correct the prob- 
lem — but just in that one unit. So far, 
the Forest Service has refused to con- 
sider the illegal marking in the entire 
timber sale. 

Logging has started in units 1 1 and 1 2. 
Activists visited unit 11 soon after cut- 
ting began and found one of the largest 
trees cut down. It was 550 years old. By 
law, this tree should not have been 
marked for cutting. 

In 1995, before we knew about the 
illegal markings, it was known the Snog 
Timber Sale would degrade the water- 
shed, which is also against the law. So we 
went to court. We lost because Snog was 
originally sold during the 1995 Salvage 


ferral of the harvest. The company has 
begun harvest today, and it is clear that 
the Forest Service has no interest in 
preventing harvest or sale. However, the 
company remains interested in cancel- 
lation." In response, the Forest Service 
has been silent. 

Editor's Note: As we are putting the 
paper to bed (9/5), another treesit has 
popped up at Snog. The sit has been 
erected in unit 1 1 . Active logging there 
has been disrupted. 



Loggi 


On or around August 29, saboteurs 
took their business to the site of de- 
struction. A log loader at the contro- 
versial SnogTimber Sale in the Umpqua 
had its oil line cut, radiator smashed 
and dirt dumped into its transmission 
oil. Graffiti was also left on the ma- 
chine. Damage was estimated at $3,000. 
Two weeks earlier, chainsaws were dis- 
mantled at the site. 


photos by Francis Eatherington 




Pipeline Plotted in Siberia's Outback 

Qasline and Rood to Slice Through Altai Republic to China 


by Dave Martin l 

For the past several years, environ- 
mentalists in southern Siberia have 
been monitoring vague plans to con- 
struct a road and gas pipeline through 
the Siberian Republic of Altai to China. 
Various plans have been discussed, 
including a railroad and highway, and 
routes either passing through Mongolia 
or around Mongolia. No matter which 
route is chosen, the environmental 
threat is huge. It will open up large 
areas to resource development, both 
legal and illegal. 

In March the situation heated up dra- 
matically. The Siberian Accord, an asso- 
ciation of Siberian government leaders, 
announced its support for the construc- 
tion of a highway and gas pipeline. 
Russian President Vladimir Putin also 
supported this plan during a meeting of 
the accord. The plan is being put for- 
ward as critically important to the eco- 
nomic development of Siberia. 

I recently spent several weeks in south- 
ern Siberia, and this road project was on 
everyone's mind. Workshops at a con- 
ference on river issues I attended turned 
into spontaneous brainstorming ses- 
sions for regional groups to develop 
common approaches and strategies and 
write sign-on letters. 

Altai Republic is located in southern 
Siberia along the borders of Mongolia, 
China and Kazakhstan. The republic is 
roughly the size of Indiana. It has a total 
population of only 200,000 (50,000 
whom live in the capital city of Gorno 

Altaisk). Nearly half the population is 

made up of Altai and other indigenous 
peoples. The area has been inhabited 
for more than 300,000 years and has 
been the crossroads for migrations of 
Turkic, Mongolian, Kazakh and numer- 
ous other peoples. Burial mounds, 
petroglyphs and stone carvings date 
back thousands of years. The landscape 
is covered with sacred healing springs, 
and the republic is home to sacred Mt. 
Belukha, the highest peak in Siberia 
and headwaters of the Katun River. 


The proposed road and pipeline will 
run directly through the Okok Plateau. 
The Ukok is a center for biodiversity 
and home to more than 20 endan- 
gered animal species, including the 
snow leopard and Argali mountain 
sheep. It contains one of the highest 
concentrations of endemic plants in 
Russia (at least 212 varieties). The re- 
gion represents the most complete se- 
quence of vegetation zones in central 
Siberia, from steppe, forest-steppe, 
mixed forest, subalpine vegetation to 
alpine vegetation. The area fs essen- 


tially roadless, except for unmaintained 
dirt roads used by border patrol. 

In 1994 the Ukok Plateau was given 
special local protected status as a "Quiet 
Zone." It is one of several areas that 
make up the "Golden Mountains of 
Altai" UNESCO World Heritage Site 
created in 1998. Unfortunately, nei- 
ther of these classifications pro- 
vides legal protection to pre- 
vent road construction, al- 
though World Heritage status 
does require that leaders make 
a pledge to protect the area. 

Road construction will do a 
great deal of harm to this Rus- 
sian treasure. It will destroy the 
unique ecosystems of the Ukok 
Plateau. It will destroy cultural 
treasures and sites sacred to the 
indigenous Altai peoples. It will 
open pristine areas to develop- 
ment, illegal logging and poach- 
ing. It will also likely prove to be 
an economic nightmare, requir- 
ing construction at elevations 
up to 2,500 meters (8,200 feet) 
through highland marshes, tun- 
dra and permafrost. It will re- 
quire huge investments initially 
and for maintenance. 

This new road is being pro- 
posed in order to avoid Mongolia 
by crossing the short stretch of 
Russian-Chinese border between 
Kazakhstan and Mongolia. Press articles 
have justified this approach by going so 
far as to say that Mongolia is soon ex- 
pected to become a member of NATO. 

Currently, a road exists from the Altai 

capital of Gorno Altaisk to the village of 
Tashanta on the Mongolian border and 
continues into Mongolia. Improving this 
road would be a wiser choice economi- 
cally and ecologically. Unfortunately, 
the politically expedient choice is to 
build the new road. 

It is interesting to note that the ac- 
companying gas pipeline is being pro- 
posed specifically to ship gas from Tomsk 
and Tyumen regions of Siberia to China. 
This comes at a time when many Siberi- 


ans are forced to endure gas and electri- 
cal shortages during the long winter. To 
add insult to injury, authorities in Tomsk 
are proposing the construction of a new 
nuclear power plant and the importa- 
tion and storage of foreign nuclear waste 
at what is already one of the largest 
nuclear energy, weapons and waste im- 
poundment facilities in the world. 
Clearly, these plans are not the result of 
comprehensive energy planning. 

The Fund for 21st Century Altai and 
other local and regional groups are work- 
ing actively to oppose this construction. 


They have launched a media campaign 
to raise awareness about the issue. They 
are traveling to villages to inform the 
local people. Estimates reveal that more 
than 70 percent of the local popula- 
tion opposes the project. And while 
the president of the republic is a project 
supporter, the legislature has voted 


against it. The fund has organized an 
international campaign of protest let- 
ters to the Siberian Accord and other 
regional and national bodies. This cam- 
paign is already having an impact, as 
more than 600 letters have been re- 
ceived so far. Several leaders have com- 
plained about the number of faxes 
they are receiving (they are required 
by law to answer them all) and the 
president of the republic has compared 
the situation to the Katun Dam. The 
successful mass campaign to halt con- 
struction of this dam helped galvanize 
the Russian environmental movement 
in the early 1990s. 

Russian law requires projects like these 
to go through the federal expertiza, or 
environmental impact review process. 
Russian law also makes provisions for a 
public expertiza that is conducted prior 
to the federal process. This public review 
is organized by citizens' groups and gives 
them access to all project documents, 
feasibility studies, EIAs, etc. Pacific Envi- 
ronmental Resources Center will be as- 
sisting with the public review, and we 
have been asked by Russian colleagues 
to invite a North American with experi- 
ence in high-altitude road construction, 
road reviews and economics to partici- 
pate. We are looking for a volunteer if 
anyone out there is interested. 

With a little luck and a lot of pressure, 
we will stop this road! I encourage read- 
ers of the EF! Journal to join the interna- 
tional protest against this destructive 
project. Send your letters to Semen 
Ivanovich Zubakin, Head, Altai Repub- 
lic Government, 16 Kirov Str., Gorno- 
Altaisk 649000 Russia; +(38822)95121 
(fax); Vladimir Ivankov, General Direc- 
tor Inter-Regional Association Siberian 
Accord, ul. Uritskogo 19, 630099 g. 
Novosibirsk, Russia. 

For more information contact the Pa- 
cific Environment and Resources Cen- 
ter, 1055 Fort Cronkhite, Sausalito, CA 
94965; (415) 332-8200; 332-8167 (fax); 
perc@igc.org. 






tion "Pie Minister" 
Creams Canada's 
Prime Minister 

On August 16, Prime Minister Jean 
Chretien received a celebratory cream 
pie in the lobby of the PEI Civic 
Centre to commemorate Old Home 
Week. Members of the PEI Pie Bri- 
gade braved the infamous Shawinigan 
handshake in order to offer a Roundup 
Ready Frankencreampie to Chretien, 
the first head of state to receive the 
distinction of being pied. The thrower 
was arrested, taken to the 
Charlottetown Police Station, charged 
with assault and released after being 
brought before a justice of the peape 
that afternoon. The next court date 
was set for August 31. 

While there are a multitude of rea- 
sons to pie Chretien, this action was 
intended to highlight and criticize the 
| roles of Chretien and his government 
in pushing unlabeled, untested, ge- 
netically altered food on Canada and 
the world. The Canadian government 
| has given millions of dollars to the 
biotech industry and rubber stamped 
its crops without independent testing. 
And Chretien flies around the world 
pressuring countries like France to ac- 
cept genetic technologies. 

In 1998, Chretien compared get- 
ting pied to getting a reward or a 
"prize” that many other personalities 
have already received. He used Bill 
Gates as a brilliant example of the 
kind of important person to receive 
such a high distinction. We will now 
see whether Chretien accepts this 
prize in good humor, or if he will 
overreact like many others and con 
tinue to pursue charges. ! 

Greenpeacers Board Vessel 
Carrying Illegal Timber 

In Savannah, Georgia, on July 24, 
seven Greenpeace activists were arrested 
after five members of their group 
boarded the Danish vessel CIC Light to 
spotlight the shipping of criminal tim- 
ber from the Amazon rainforest. 

The ship's crew reacted suddenly and 
violently upon spotting the activists. 
Two activists were unfurling a large 
banner, which was snatched away. Two 
other activists' ropes were cut as they 
attempted to climb aboard the ship. 
The activists plunged from the side into 
the water where they were rescued by 
Greenpeace activists in an inflatable 
boat. Three activists remained on board 
carrying smaller banners. 

“This reaction is only a symptom of 
the violence that pervades the global 
illegal timber trade, " said Scott Paul, a 
Greenpeace forest campaigner. "Ev- 
ery week criminal timber is being 
shipped into the US from around the 
world. The US Government promised 
to tackle the illegal timber trade, and 
is simply turning a blind eye to this 
flourishing market." ■ » 

Police officers boarded the ship and 
arrested the remaining three activ- 
ists. The two activists who were 
dropped into the water eventually 
boarded the ship and remained roped 
to the bow until they were taken into 
custody by the US Coast Guard. The 
drivers of the safety boat arid the van 
were also arrested. All were charged 
with simple misdemeanor trespass 
charges. A recent 18-month investi- 
gation by Greenpeace in remote re- 
gions of;the Amazon uncovered hard 
evidence' that several companies who 
I regularly export timber to the US are 
j involved in the illegal timber trade. 
The Brazahan-govemment .estimates 
that 80 percent of logging in the Bra- 
zilian Amazon is illegal. 
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A Cement-Filled Future for the Kaweah River? 




Journal readers may recall a standoff over the fate of 81 
historic hardwoods in Fayetteville, Arkansas (see EF!J, June- 
July 2000). For 22 days a 53-year-old grandmother named 
Mary Lightheart lived in one of the trees, bringing in a month 
of front-page news coverage, 31 arrests, and lots of outrage 
toward' Kohl's (department store) plan to pave over the 
threatened area for a shopping center parking lot. 
Early in the morning on fane 23 destruction of the woods 
began. Kept from the demolition site, citizens watched as 
Mary Lighfheart's tree was the first to be cut. All but 30 of the 
hundred-plus year-old trees have been felled. Graffiti was left 
on one of the cut post oaks (above).. 


— ,s 


by Phil Pescosolido 

The Kaweah River runs out of 
California's high Sierras, through Se- 
quoia National Park and out into the 
southern San Joaquin Valley through 
the rural communities 
of Lemon Cove, 

Exeter, Farmersville 
and Visalia. The 
Kaweah provides 
groundwater recharge, 
drinking water and 
farm irrigation for 
most of the eastern 
side of Tulare County. 

The riparian habitat 
along its banks 
abounds with giant 
oak groves and wild- 
life including coyotes, 
rabbits, mountain li- 
ons, bobcats, fish, 
birds and three endan- 
gered species — the kit 
fox, pond turtle and 
elderberry beetle. 

A couple of years 
ago, the Tulare Irriga- 
tion District (TID), 
which lies west of 
Visalia, stated that it 
intends to cement a 
section of the Kaweah 
Delta called the intake canal. This, it 
says, is because small amounts of water 
naturally seep through the riverbanks 
into the groundwater supply upstream 
of the TID. The intake canal does not 
even run through or into TID's district, 
but it is the means of conveyance for 
the water it gets from Lake Kaweah, the 
nearby Friant Kern Canal, along with 
the natural runoff that flows through 
the river delta and all its channels. TID 
has had a right to deliver water to its 
district using the canal for nearly a 
century. The intake canal has been 
modified over the years but is and al- 
ways has been a natural channel and 
part of the delta, in character, direction 
and appearance. 

As the Kaweah River passes through 
Lake Kaweah, it flows through miles of 
natural valley landscape, then through 
farms as it winds its way west. The 
section of delta in question passes 
through the Kaweah Oaks Preserve, 
perhaps the finest example of the natu- 
ral riparian/wetlands landscape in the 
state. If TID is allowed to proceed with 
its foul scheme, it would mean cutting 
down hundreds of the ancient oaks 
(up to nine feet in diameter) along the 
watercourse. The water table for the 
whole area east of Visalia would drop 
permanently. The natural wetlands east 
of Visalia would dry up and many 
thousands more of the big old oaks 
would die along with the abundant 
wildlife in the area. 

The area's farmers and ranchers have 
always voluntarily avoided cutting 
down even one of these old oaks out 


of respect for nature, as have the 
people in nearby towns. This plan by 
TID is a terrible, irrevocably disas- 
trous situation for the environment 
and people of Tulare County, if it 
proceeds as planned. 


is it willing to spend $15 million in 
demolition, construction and legal 
costs to save $300,000 a year? 

Follow the money! Many feel that 
the TID and its co-conspirators are 
planning to sell the extra water to the 
highest bidder in Los 
Angeles, California. 
Farming giant JG 
Boswell told the Wall 
Street Journal in March 
that it plans to sell wa- 
ter it has been obtain- 
ing through various 
means for decades to 
§ the highest bidder as a 
I hedge against price 
| fluctuations in com- 
« modity markets (cot- 
| ton). Westlands Water 


The Kaweah river before the cement flows. 


TID says that it loses 
about $300,000 worth 
of water a year due to 
seepage. The landown- 
ers along the river, the 
city of Visalia, the 
group, Protecting Oaks 
Water Environmental 
Rights (POWER), the 
Kaweah Delta Water 
Conservation District 
and US Reps. Dooley 
and Radanovich, all 
have proposed various 
solutions that would more than reim- 
burse TID for the amount of water it 
claims it is losing. TID has rejected all 
settlement offers and proposals. Why 


District, the largest in the US, north 
and west of Tulare County, is trying to 
claim most of the water from the San 
Joaquin River and Millerton Lake for 


similar reasons. 

There is almost unanimous public 
and private opposition to this project, 
but TID presses on. There are now 
approximately 20 lawsuits filed in 
Tulare County and in Sacramento to 
try to stop the TID. A very diverse 
and interesting coalition has been 
formed including, farmers, ranchers, 
politicians, environmentalists, 
businesspeople, the media and many, 
many concerned citizens. We want 
to preserve the natural habitat for 
future generations to enjoy, as well 
as our collective and individual rights. 

TID says it plans to start destroying 
the old oaks any day now and lining 
this beautiful and important water- 
way with cement. Our supporters are 
watching the 10-mile course in ques- 
tion. We have most 
access blocked by 
gates and cables, as 
much of the water- 
way runs through pri- 
vate property and 
farmland not acces- 
sible via public roads. 
As soon as our people 
see TID movement 
the calls will go out 
and within an hour 
we will have hun- 
dreds of our support- 
ers physically putting 
themselves between 
the bulldozers and 
the trees and water. 
We are well organized 
and committed to the 
cause. Our supporters 
are diverse and dedi- 
cated, and we wel- 
come any help any- 
one can offer. Voice 
your opinions to the 
Tulare County super- 
visors, (559) 733- 
6271; 2800 Burrel, Visalia, CA 93291. 

For more information contact Visalia 
Power Group, (559) 732-5616; 
exetrade@aol. com . 
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FOR SALE: NEVADA HERPETOFAUNA 


If you are familiar with the current policies of the Nevada people who commented asked for stronger regulations be- 
Board of Wildlife Commissioners regarding reptile com- cause the effects of collection on these species are not under- 
mercialization in Nevada, you might expect to see a sign like stood. Some compared collecting to hunting seasons. Because 
"For Sale: Nevada Herpetofauna" on the state line. Nevada deer have their young in the spring, hunting seasons are 
is the only state in the West that continues to allow regulated to fall. Reptile collectors' best months are from 
unlimited commercial collection of native reptiles. For $ 100 March to early June, which is prime breeding season for many 
a year, an applicants can acquire a permit to collect and of these species. 

commercially sell as many non-federally protected reptiles There is little baseline population data to understand the 
as they want. In 1998, the herpetofauna hunters collected population trends of many species. One collector admits that 
22,240 reptiles. From 1991 to 1998, they got 30,392 horned his activity has an impact on the ecological system but says he 
lizards. The reptiles have a whole- * still needs to make a living. Other 

collectors suggest that they provide 
the best data on species when they 
report collection numbers to the 
state — after they take reptiles out of 
their habitat. 

One former collector reveals a 
darker side to the industry: "If you 
have ever seen 1 ,000 collared lizards 
stacked on top of themselves in a^ 
cage defecating on themselves, liv- 
ing in this [sic] and dying in it, most 
of them die of stress in the first 
month, it's a pretty ugly sight." 
collection is having detrimental Yes, collectors can probably pro- 

effects before limits are implemented. There is still little data vide a great deal of data about the habitat and species they 
about the ecology and habitat requirements of just about all collect, but what are the consequences? Collection will be 
of the native herpetofauna. Species from other states are allowed to continue in the year 2000. There may be hope for 
collected illegally and sometimes laundered in Nevada. thefollowingyear.Manyspecies(thechuckwallatopsthelist), 
Concern from herpetologists, conservationists and Nevada including horned lizards in Nevada, may be put into local 
citizens has prompted the Nevada Division of Wildlife to habitat conservation plans. This will place a limit on numbers 
prepare the 1999 Special Report to the Nevada Board of collected. This is a start. This is also why we need as many 
Wildlife Commissioners on Reptile Commercialization in lettersaspossiblesenttoStateofNevada Wildlife Commission 
Nevada. In this document, the minutes of two public meet- Chairman Bill Bradley, POB 1987, Reno, NV 89505; 
ings held in Reno and Las Vegas are published. Most of the billobradleyjr@yahoo.com. 
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Ohio Valley Coal Files 
Legal Action Against 
Enviros 

On August 22, Ohio Valley Coal 
Company filed a highly unusual 
legal proceeding against the Buck- 
eye Forest Council and Dysart De- 
fenders, two Athens, Ohio-based 
environmental groups. The case, 
which is described as a "Petition 
to Obtain Discovery Under phio 
Civil Rule 34(D)," forces the non- 
profit organizations to release nu- 
merous documents, including 
copies of their membership and 
contributor lists. 

The company claims that these 
documents must be released and 
that they will be used to prepare a 
more extensive lawsuit regarding 
defamatory statements made by 
representatives of the two organi- 
zations. However, the company 
has not disclosed the alleged state- 
ments, nor to whom the remarks 
are attributed. Attorneys for both 
groups have responded that the 
legal action by the coal company 
constitutes harassment and main- 
tain that Ohio Valley Coal is mis- 
using Rule 34(D). 

Buckeye Forest Council's attor- 
neys responded to the company's 
threat of legal action, saying 
"Your failure to be specific dem- 
onstrates that you are unlawfully 
using the pretense of a defama- 
tion claim to attempt to obtain 
confidential and protected infor- 
mation unneeded and unrelated 
to protecting yotir rights... In the 
event that you or any agent of the 
Ohio Valley Coal Company per- 
sists in such harassing conduct, 
be advised that we shall utilize all 
• lawful recourse to protect our 
Ghent's rights..." 

The forest council has also filed 
a "Motion for Protective Order" 
before the Ohio Reclamation Com- 
mission to force Ohio Valley Coal 
Company to cease its harassment 
and threats and be forced to com- 
ply with the appropriate proce- 
dures of legal discovery. 

Ireland's Badgers Face 
Further Threat 

Ireland's Department of Agri- 
culture plans to intensify its bad- 
ger-killing strategy in the coming 
year. Thousands more badgers 
now face extermination for their 
unproven link to.bovineTB (my- 
cobacterium bovis) in cattle. Sep- 
tember 1 marked the start of the 
latest cull in which an estimated 
10,000 badgers will be slaugh- 
tered. Seventy-five extra dedi- 
cated staff are to be appointed to 
do the job. To date, nearly 30,000 
animals have been legally killed 
by the department. 

Snares are set at evening time 
and the badgers caught in them 
during the night are shot the next 
morning. Snaring continues 
through the breeding season with- 
out respite for nursing females. 
This situation has given rise to 
serious welfare problems when or- 
phaned badger cubs areTeft to die 
of starvation underground or are 
killed when they come out look- 
ing for food. The illegal killing of 
badgers on some farms continues 
with the pumping of gallons of 
slurry into their setts, or burrows. 

Badgers are protected by the 
Wildlife Act (1976) and are listed 
as an Appendix 111 species of the 
Bern Convention. 
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Struggle fi or Mass Old <3ro w+h Continues 

„ WMA clearcut six ski slopes through her, and the Secretary of the Execu- 

BV old growth, which should have been tive Office of Environmental Affairs, 

Journal readers may recall the ongo- identified decades ago, and scarred Robert Durand) is poised once agair 
ing struggle to defend a vital buffer hundreds of acres elsewhere. All in to endanger the old-growth foresl 


by Oak 

Journal readers may recall the ongo- 
ing struggle to defend a vital buffer 

zone to the largest remaining stand of 
old-growth forest in Massachusetts 
(see EFJJ March-April 2000). Mass 
Eafth First! has been 'on constant alert 
expecting the State Superior Court to 
rule in favor of Wachusett Mountain 
Associates (WMA) and its hair-brained 
scheme to further ex- 
pand its privately 
held ski area into the 
buffer zone. As of this 
writing, an injunc- 
tion order against the AMA# 

ski area expansion 
has been reinstated. 

sachusetts (to use "M. 

are surely in sorry 

area is a sad ex- 
ample of the collec- 
tive stewardship of the commons. 
Supposedly protected, but actually 
only administered by the state De- 
partment of Environmental Manage- 
ment (DEM), Mt. Wachusett has been 
neglected and subjected to ongoing 
abuse. Now, the DEM seeks to add 
insult to injury. 

Until very recently, the DEM was 
oblivious to the fact that the largest 
remaining stand of old-growth forest 
in the state grew upon the crown of 
Wachusett. They sat blithely on the 
bureaucratic ass while the rich and 
well-connected Crowley family's 


the pursuit of profits, at the public's 
expense, for a leasehold ski area. 
While platitudes poured from WMA's 
propaganda machine (see 
www.wachusett.com — be sure to visit 
the chatroom and give them a piece 
of yur mind) extolling the virtues of 

winter skiing for 

the citizens of Mas- 
sachusetts who 
could afford it, the 
health and welfare 
- of the forest and 

| a | l : -A) its inhabitants be- 

gan to slide into 
c ' oblivion. In short, 

the commons were 
sold out, enclosed, 
as it were, by an 
agency as en- 
4 trenched and de- 
. • 1 crepit, and a state 

A r£||^|jgi government as 
? ; ' V ■ 2 morally corrupt as 

Sf - ",‘4 1 1 any witnessed dur- 

■ “ ing the enclosures 
A A •>•3 5 of yore. 

oidredZLnthfTSS Progressive for- 
esters will go to 
great pains to explain how poorly 
our commons are protected by the 
DEM here in the state of Massachu- 
setts (see www.daviesand.com/Pa- 

pers/Politics/Problems_ Solutions/ 

index.html). While enviros and these 
foresters may differ on the degree of 
extraction, they certainly agree on 
most issues of public trust and gov- 
ernment accountability. The situa- 
tion with Mt. Wachusett is as good 
an indicator as any of the breach of 
that trust. 

Today, WMA (with the blessing of 
the DEM's commissioner, Peter We- 


to endanger the old-growth forest 
with its ill-conceived Alpine Park ski 
expansion. The proposed project 
would destroy a critical buffer zone 
that protects the old growth from 
winter's harsh prevailing winds. Hav- 
ing already endangered the forest 
with the construction of ski-slope- 
induced edge and damage through 
the slope's operation, it wishes to 
compound its sins by exposing the 
trees to more threats. In addition, 
within the proposed expansion lives 
what may well be the state's cham- 
pion laurel tree, now protected by 
the surrounding red oaks. If WMA's 
plan is realized, that ujiique plant 
will be within yards of the slope, part 
of yet another edge. 

While a court challenge to stop the 
expansion brought by a local group, 
WEST, and the Sierra Club contin- 
ues, preparations are being made in 
the event of the need for a last line of 
defense on the ground. Mass Earth 
First!, the Native Forest Network and 
other forest defenders have estab- 
lished the Henry David Thoreau Me- 
morial Base Camp in a safe area 
nearby and have created a rapid re- 
sponse network. The base camp is 
considered safe because it's on... ah... 
private property! If readers and non- 
violent warriors want to set down 
stakes or be placed on an email alert 
list, they should contact us immedi- 
ately. Action could be taking place as 
you read this. 

For more information; contact Mass 
Earth First!, (413) 367-9352; 
valeoftheoaks@hotmail.com; Native 
Forest Network, (802) 863-0571; 
nfnena@sover.net; 
www.nativeforest.org/alerts/ 
alertl3.html. 




An extremely common industrial fishing 
method, known as bottom trawling, has the same 
devastating impact on the ocean bottom as clear- 
cutting forests has on the Earth's surface. Trawling 
vessels drag huge nets for thousands of miles 
along estuaries, bays and the continental shelves, 
pulling tons of marine creatures, rocks and mud. 
It has been estimated that trawlers scrape nearly 
six million square miles a year, the equivalent of 
half the world's continental 
shelves. This is twice the area 
of the lower 48 United States 
and about 1 50 times larger than 
the area of forests clearcut each 
year. And on top of that, fish- 
ermen trawl pretty much wher- 
ever and whenever they want 
because there are very few gov- 
ernment restrictions in place — 
the frontier mentality still 
reigns in high-seas fisheries. 

The damage left behind by trawling is immense. 
Many of us retain in our mind's eye the storybook 
picture we had as kids of the bottom of the ocean 
as one vast, wet, sandy desert. The truth is that the 
bottom of the ocean is a complex series of ecosys- 
tems made up of mud, seagrass beds, coral reefs, 
rocky reefs and cobbles. Each sea bed type sup- 
ports a different community of sea life, and pro- 
vides food and a safe place to raise young as well 
as protection from predators. Bottom trawling 
rips all that up. 

The nets take everything in their paths, and the 
weighted lines dragging the ocean floor crush, 
bury or expose any remaining wildlife. By leveling 
the ocean floor, the food chain is disturbed, the 
hiding places removed and conditions favorable 
to faster growing species take over. Sea floor recov- 
ery could take centuries. Many sea floor inhabit- 


ants are slow growing and long lived and 
are therefore slow to repopulate and re- 
build in areas that have been disturbed. 

Some species of sponge can live to be 50 
years old. Some clams can live for more 
than 200 years. Individual gorgoinan 
corals have been estimated to live 500 
years or more. Some tube-dwelling spe- 
cies can only rebuild homes during an 
early stage in their 
development and 
are therefore left 
permanently ex- 
1 posed by trawl gear. 

? Bottom trawling also causes 
f abnormally high nutrient lev- 
§■ els in the ocean by stirring up 
| sediment. Most continental 
| shelf environments typically 
get half their nutrients from 
the steady influx of organic ma- 
terial decaying in the sediment. But by stirring up 
the sediment, trawling releases a huge pulse of 
nitrogen and other nutrients 
into the water. Scientists at the 
University of Maine in Orono 
estimate that re-suspending as 
little as a tenth of an inch of 
sediment could more than 
triple nutrient levels in sea 
water. Higher nutrient levels 
could increase noxious phy- 
toplankton such as those in 
red tides, notorious for caus- 
ing mass fish kills, and shift 
the balance of plankton popu- 
lations, which in turn could shift the balance of 
the fish and other marine life that feed on them. 

While the federal government has jurisdiction 


over eight times as much sea as land, only a tiny 
area of the ocean is protected from commercial 
fishing. Commercial fishing is allowed in nearly 
all of the national marine sanctuaries. This lack of 
protection is attributable to opposition from the 
fishing industry and lack of public awareness. 

Continued unregulated bottom trawling will 
eventually lead to more severe collapse of world- 
wide fisheries, many scientists say. In shrimp 
trawls in some parts of the 
world, 90 percent of the catch 
is bycatch, thrown back into 
the sea dead or dying. Also, as 
preferred fish become fewer, 
the boats are fishing for spe- 
cies that formerly were not 
considered marketable, further 
depleting the ocean. We must 
call for the creation of true 
reserves where fishing is 
banned. Why has it taken so 
long to notice the destruction 
of sea floor ecosystems? The oceans, unlike for- 
ests, still look like oceans even after we've re- 
moved their contents. 



Healthy ocean floor 



Same location after bottom trawling 


Education and the Wise Use Movement — A Kid’s Story 



jff Editor's note: Re- 
// cently, using a state 
J grant for "educa- 
tion, " a Pennsylvania 
wise use organization, 
the Allegheny Hardwood 

f Utilization Group (AHUG), 
sponsored an essay contest 
for 8th graders to answer the 
question, "What does forest 
stewardship mean to me and my 
community?" The author of the 
winning essay "Leaf Wars" received 
a $100 savings bond from AHUG. 
The winning essay follows: 


Leaf Wars 

by Billy Woodford 

As Duke Sandhopper 
walked out of what was to be 
the last Kane School Board 
Meeting, he thought, "It's 
such a shame that Kane Schools have to 
merge with Smethport due to a lack of funding. 
There must be something I can do." Quickly he 
hopped into his 2022 VW beetle and sped off to his 
home in Greendale. 

He took a brisk shower and went to bed. That night, 
he had the strangest dream. An old man, who intro- 
duced himself as Kobi-Ron Denobi said, "The Forest 
is strong with you, Duke. Come to my hut in W etmore 
and I shall teach you the ways of the Forest." 

When Duke woke up he ignored his dream and went 
to work at Kane Magnetics. Everything was normal 
until lunch. Then, Kobi-Ron showed up. He took Duke 
to his hut and told him, "you will now learn the ways 
of the forest, and you will become a logger." Then 
Kobi-Ron pulled out what appeared to be the handle of 
a saw and hit a button on the side. Immediately a 
glowing saw blade shot out. "This was your father's 
lightsaw. He, too, was a logger," said Kobi-Ron. 



Over the next weeks, Duke learned to harness the 
Forest. He was very proficient with a lightsaw. He 
could cut down trees while fighting off a preserva- 
tionist. One day, Kobi-Ron explained to Duke the 
responsibilities of being a respectable logger. "We 
loggers must maintain a healthy forest. We do this 
by harvesting trees before they reach their biologi- 
cal maturity. Sustainable forestry, through thin- 
ning, rotation and cleaning is what we practice," 
explained Kobi-Ron. 

"Speak in English, Kobi-Ron," quipped Duke. 

To which Kobi-Rori replied, "First, we must har- 
vest trees before they become too old, or reach their 
biological maturity, or else we would endanger the 
rest of the forest. Thinning is harvesting some trees 
when they are young, to improve the quality of the 
surrounding trees. When we harvest a particular 
stand that has met its biological maturity, that is 
rotation. And lastly, it is cleaning when we free a 
stand from an undesirable species that would, or 
might overtop them." 

"What would become of the forest if we did not 
practice these forest-management techniques?" 
inquired Duke. 

"The forest would become biologically unstable. 
The largest and strongest plants would thrive, and 
the smaller would die off due to lack of nutrients 
and sunlight," replied Kobi-Ron unwaveringly. 

One grave day, Kobi-Ron said to Duke, "Your 
training will be complete when you defeat Dark 
Vaper, arch-enemy of sustainable forest practices. 
But beware, do not give into preservations, for they 
are the Dark Side." 

Duke replied, "I will defeat Vaper and return the 
schools to Kane." Duke recalled the slow death of 
the other board members of the district's financial 
situation. He said, "At one time, this school district 
was very prosperous and received $600,000 from 
the profits of the timber industry. At this present 
time, we receive only $25,000." Once or twice a 
year, the School Board faced the somber task of 
eliminating a program. First it was extra-curricular 
activities. Then, field trips. After that, sports and 
Science Olympiad teams were cut. When parents 


started to see this, they moved so their children 
would have a better chance at a good education. 
Eventually, the school was barely over state require- 
ments. The buildings were poorly maintained. Other 
communities suffered the same fate. 

At last, the school board was forced to consolidate 
with Smethport. The preservationists caused all 
this. They protested, argued and took legal action to 
halt proper forest management. They told the citi- 
zens that the only correct way to manage the forest 
was to leave it alone. Many people believed them 
and helped them. By the time they saw that follow- 
ing the preservationists only worsened the situa- 
tion, it was too late. The fragile biological balance 
that allowed this area to grow the trees that brought 
in so much money was destroyed. Every year, the 
schools and townships were getting less money. 

Duke snapped out of his daze and got back to 
work. He started his beetle, but before he could 
leave, Kobi-Ron came out and wished him good- 
bye, saying, "May the Forest be with you." Duke 
wasn't sure where he was going, but he knew the 
Forest would guide him. Suddenly, he was hiding 
behind a wall in a meeting hall. He was listening to 
Vaper praise the preservationists. "You acted in the 
best interest of the forest," he told them. 

Duke knew it was time to strike. He wheeled 
around the corner while turning his lightsaw. Vaper 
immediately turned his on, too. As Duke swung his 
lightsaw, he heard Kobi-Ron's voice resonating 
throughout the forest saying, "Use the Forest, Duke." 

Duke fought Vaper very bravely while explain- 
ing to the preservationists what they had done to 
the people of Kane. In one decisive blow, Duke 
struck Vaper down. Immediately after Vaper died, 
the preservationists were freed from a trance. They 
felt a sudden guilt for what they had done. 

It took many years, but the natural balance required 
to grow so many types of trees that were very profit- 
able for the area was restored. Once again loggers ruled 
and were the stewards of the woods. The timber 
industry grew better than ever and the schools also 
prospered from regained revenues. Duke had indeed 
succeeded in the task he set out to accomplish. 
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Sea Shepherd Stays True, 



Sea Shepherd vessel (right) closing in on Brazilian driftnetter. 


Defending 

by Andrew Christie 

Sea Shepherd International has 
had a busy summer. Our campaign 
against the Faroe Islands pilot whale 
hunt re-focused international atten- 
tion and economic pressure on the 
slaughter of, on average, a thousand 
or more whales every year in this 
wealthy Danish protectorate, solely 
in the name of "tradition." From 
July 6 through 15, the crew of our 
flagship Ocean Warrior was variously 
subjected to arrest, detainment, im- 
prisonment, expulsion and escalat- 
ing trumped-up fines. Two Danish 
warships and pressure from Denmark 
on our ship's registry in the Cayman 
Islands finally forced an end to the 
ship campaign after two weeks of 
intensive European media coverage. 
We continue to apply economic pres- 
sure against those companies still 
purchasing seafood from the Faroes — 
representing 90 percent of their 
economy — most prominently 
Dutch-based giant Unilever. Over 
20,000 European retail outlets have 
terminated their Faroes fish contracts. 


So far this year, the Faroese have killed 
no more than 39 pilot whales. 

On the international diplomatic 
front of whale protection, working 
with the American Cetacean Society 
(ACS), we exposed the ham-fisted 
tactics of the US government in its 
anxiousness to avoid a ruling by the 
International Whaling Commission 
(IWC) on the gray whale hunt quota 
that the US has handed to the Makah 
Indian tribe. Sea Shepherd has long 
opposed the Makah hunt — despite a 
furious politically correct backlash — 
on the grounds that it is backed by 
commercial whaling interests, sets a 
horrendous precedent and is illegal 
under international law. The US as 
much as admitted the latter when 
Michael Tillman, deputy director of 
the National Oceanic and Atmo- 
spheric Administration and head of 
the US delegation to the IWC, met 
with "like-minded" IWC delegates 
in Vienna, Austria, before the IWC 
meeting to head off the growing in- 
ternational movement to sanction 
the US for the illegal hunt. Tillman 
strongly expressed the wish of the 
United States for the other nations 
to back off. They did. ACS and Sea 
Shepherd broke the story on July 23. 

Working with US Citizens Against 
Whaling (USCAW), immediately fol- 
lowing the July meeting of the IWC 
in Austria we exposed the eager col- 
lusion of the Chair of the IWC and 
the Secretary General of the Conven- 
tion on International Trade in En- 


dangered Species (CITES) to fast-track 
the return of commercial whale hunt- 
ing by putting a "Revised Manage- 
ment Scheme" in place. This move 
will enable CITES to rule that gray 
whales and minke whales may be 
subject to limited trade, ending the 
global moratorium on commercial 
whaling that has been in place since 
1986. The scheme, with US backing, 
is expected to be finalized at an 
intersessional IWC meeting in Lon- 
don next February, and brought to a 


vote for approval at the next full 
meeting of the IWC in Japan in the 
summer of 2001. A USCAW represen- 
tative met with A1 Gore in Seattle and 
conveyed Sea Shepherd's suggestion 
to Gore that he could much improve 
his battered environmental creden- 
tials (cetacean division) if he re- 
nounced the Revised Management 
Scheme, affirmed that his adminis- 
tration would impose sanctions on 
Japan and Norway for present viola- 
tions of the whaling moratorium, 
move to extend the moratorium a 
minimum of 50 years and drop any 
further US attempts to block interna- 
tional challenges to the Makah's ill- 
gotten "cultural" whale quota. 

Spearheading media, video and 
website (www.atlantisforce.org), Sea 
Shepherd has joined the coalition pro- 
moting the Gulf of Maine Interna- 
tional Ocean Wilderness — a no-take 
zone banning fishing and extraction 
industries from the 
US/Canada mari- 
time border area out 
to 200 miles from 
the coast (See EF!J 
December-January 
2000). A large roster 
of marine biolo- 
gists, NGO's and ce- 
lebrities have signed 
on to the initiative, 
with the goal of per- 
suading Clinton 
and Canadian 
Prime Minister Jean 


Chretien to sign it into law before 
Clinton leaves office. 

We are completing preparations 
to make our coastal patrol vessel 
Sirenian ready for conservation pa- 
trols of the Galapagos Islands, the 
first ever to be permitted in the waters 
of the United Nations Education, Sci- 
entific and Cultural Organization 
World Heritage Site by a foreign regis- 
tered vessel. Under the terms of our 
agreement with the National Park 
Authority, the Sirenian will jointly 
patrol with the Park's present 
vessel to clamp down on com- 
mercial fishing operations un- 
dertaken within 40 miles of the 
baseline of the biologically 
unique islands. The Galapagos 
| are a prime target for Asian ves- 
| sels poaching shark fins and 
T pulling in illegal hauls of abun- 
S dant but fragile sea life around 
I the archipelago. 

I On August 19, the people of 
Brazil moved to protect their 
own waters and marine wildlife 
in the face of government inertia 
when Sea Shepherd Brazil (SSB) co- 
ordinated an air/sea anti-poaching 
operation off the southern Brazilian 
state of Rio Grande do Sul that net- 
ted four illegal driftnet vessels. A 
light aircraft and helicopter worked 
as spotters, and an SSB boat took 
Brazilian Naval personnel out to the 
offending boats, which were boarded, 
marked for identification, and ordered 
into port for fines and/or confisca- 
tion. SSB directors pointedly remarked 
after the successful operation* that 
such enforcement, undertaken by 
volunteers, is supposed to be done by 
the Brazilian Institute of the Envi- 
ronment, Brazil's environmental law 
enforcement agency. 

For more information, contact Sea 
Shepherd International, POB 2616, 
Friday Harbor, WA 98250; (360) 370- 
5500; seashepherd@seashepherd.org; 
www.seashepherd.org. 
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Finnish Fur Farmers 
"Fur Golf" Protested 

The Finnish Fur Breeder* Asso- 
ciation organized a golf champi- 
onship for fur farmers on August 5. 
This was not an ordinary golf com- 
petition. The association wanted 
to raise the morale and motivation 
of the farmers towards their work, 
to unite and strengthen them and 
convince them that fur farming is 
still a good business with a future. 
It was held in Kalajoki, a small 
town in the Western part of Fin- 
land. Around 80 fur farmers and 
180 protesters attended. 

Finnish animal rights activists or- 
ganized three free buses, many vans 
and other vehicles from around Fin- 
land to demonstrate at what the fur 
farmers called "Fur Golf." 

First gathering at a big fur farm 
a few kilometers away from the 
golf course for a quick demonstra- 
tion, the activists then moved on 
to the golf course as the competi- 
tion was about to start. A noisy 
demonstration started with slo- 
gans, whistles and fog horns. Some 
people went off in small groups 
and walked around the golf course 
shouting at farmers. There were 
lots of police present. The demon- 
stration continued throughout the 
day. When the competition was 
ending and the farmers were leav- 
ing, protesters ran to the road 
blocking it for over half an hour. 

Indigenous March in 
Peruvian Amazon 

On July 18, some 1,000 indig- 
enous people from remote areas of 
Madre de Dios, in the southern 
region of the Peruvian Amazon 
near the borders of Bolivia and Bra- 
zil, arrived in Puerto Maldonado, 
the departmental capital, to seek 
talks with authorities over their de- 
mands. The mobilization was orga- 
nized by the Native Federation of 
the Madre de Dios River and Tribu- 
taries (FENAMAD). The group 
charges that government land regu- 
lations have denied indigenous 
communities access to their tradi- 
tional hunting, fishing and ceremo- 
nial lands, and that invaders and 
multinational companies are strip- 
ping away natural resources and 
polluting the environment. 

For two days, the indigenous pro- 
testers staged marches through the 
town where they were greeted with 
cheers and donations of food by 
local residents, and joined at times 
by groups of doctors, teachers, farm- 
ers and woodcutters. On July 20, 
an accord was reached with re- 
gional authorities which granted 
recognition of traditional indig- 
enous territories; protection of iso- 
lated indigenous communities 
(those which have not had con- 
tact with the outside world); ex- 
clusive use of natural resources in 
indigenous territory and in natu- 
ral protected areas where indig- 
enous people reside as well as an 
end to all mining activities on 
indigenous land. 

At the close of the presentation of 
the agreement, the communities.of 
FENAMAD— noting that promises 
made by authorities are generally 
not kept— warned that if immediate 
results were not seen, the indigenous 
delegates would return in greater 
numbers and with the participation 
of more organizations from other 
areas of Peru's Amazon region. 



Grinding in the Faroes— the harsh and bloody shoreside slaughter 

of whales. 
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CHECKPOINT RESTRICTS LOGGING 

Algonquin Determined to Stop Clearcutting of La Verendrye Wildlife Reserve 



Algonquin community member maintains checkpoint while Domtar logging truck waits. 


Algonquin community members 
from Quebec's Kokomville and 
Maiganajik settlements set up a 
"checkpoint" to restrict access to a 
logging road in early August. The 
communities are determined to stop 
Domtar from clearcutting La 
Verendrye Wildlife Reserve. Vehicles 
approaching the checkpoint are 
stopped and only allowed through 
after it has been determined that they 
aren't carrying logging equipment. 
An additional blockade has been set 
up at the end of the road at a path 
leading into a Domtar clearcut. 

The resistors live in unceded 
Algonquin territory 250 kilometers 


north of Ottawa and depend on the 
Gull Lake area of La Verendrye Wild- 
life Reserve for their traditional way 
of life. These families and their an- 
cestors have lived off of this land for 
thousands of years. The settlement 
of Kokomville will vanish if clear- 
cutting continues. 

Domtar plans to cut 100 percent 
of the wildlife reserve throughout 
the next 25 years, including large 
sections of old-growth forest. Two- 
thirds of the reserve have already 
been impacted and cutting contin- 
ues. According to the Quebec Minis- 
ter of Natural Resources, a wildlife 
reserve is dedicated to the preserva- 


tion of wildlife but not its habitat. 
No environmental impact study is 
required for Domtar to clearcut. 

The company was the winner of 
the May 1999 Phoenix Environmen- 
tal Award for environmental man- 
agement. The award was given to 
Domtar by Quebec Environmental 
Minister Paul Begin and Quebec 
Deputy Minister of Industry and 
Commerce Guy Julien. 

For three years, Jacob Wawatie and 
his family, residents of Kokomville, 
have tried to convince the Quebec 
Ministry of Natural Resources (MNR), 
Domtar and the Barrier Lake Band 
Council to stop the cutting. During 


the past year, Wawatie has actively 
worked to negotiate an environmen- 
tal impact study as well as a study of 
alternative logging techniques. His 
efforts have largely ignored and the 
logging trucks continue to pour out 
of the forest. 

The checkpoint was initiated only 
after all efforts to work through the 
legal process had failed. This process 
included three appeals to the MNR 
public process; two attempts for legal 
injunctions; two efforts at concilia- 
tion in the forestry process and the 
rejected attempt to file a complaint 
with the government of Quebec. 

Kokomville is Algonquin for Grand- 
mother town. The settlement was 
named for Lena Jerome-Nottaway, 
grand matriarch of this community 
and recipient of the Order of Canada 
and an honorary Doctorate of Law 
and Culture from Carleton Univer- 
sity in Ottawa. 

Referring to the checkpoint, 
Wawatie says, "It's to validate the 
traditional knowledge of our ances- 
tors. It's for the belief that I'm a part 
of nature. Once it is gone, I am gone. 
I still want to teach my children to be 
connected to the land and help the 
many people who request the tradi- 
tional knowledge of our ancestors. If 
Domtar takes away the forest, the 
integral part of our traditional life 
will be gone. That is genocide." 

To help with this ongoing action, 
please call Jacob Wawatie at (819) 
449-9616 . 

To comment on, or ask questions 
about, the inaction of the Quebec 
Ministry of Natural Resources, call 
them at (418) 627-8600. To express 
your outrage directly to Domtar, call 
the company at (418) 657-1577 or go 
to its comments page on its web site 
at www.domtar.com/domtar/ 
english/email, htm. 


Blockade of Interfor Continues at Sims Creek and Elaho 


Direct action to stop the destruction of the 
ancient forests of British Columbia's Stoltmann 
Wilderness has been non-stop all summer (see 
£F// June-July 2000). 

On August 28, a 50-foot tripod was erected at 
Mile 39 in the Elaho Valley. A lone sitter named 
Captain Jaybird occupied the tripod, blocking all 
of Interfor's operations in the Elaho and Sims 
Creek Valleys. At 2:30 p.m., the Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police (RCMP) arrested three individu- 
als for "Aiding and Abetting" mischief for talking 
on a satellite phone to the media. Three more 
people were arrested after the RCMP broke into a 
vehicle they were locked inside of. Ten more were 
arrested a mile down the road "after police used 
dogs to chase them. Captain Jaybird was arrested 
after he came down later in the day. All have been 
released from jail. 

In related news, the four Elaho treesitters arrested 
early this month, are charging Inspector Bud Mercer 
of the RCMP with four counts of aggravated assault 
for his role in the attempted murder of these indi- 
viduals on July 28. Mercer severed lifelines connect- 
ing platforms to the bridge above Lava Canyon 
where demonstrators were perched. 

"The actions of the RCMP show that they think 
human life is less important than corporate prof- 
its," says Jonah Fertig, one of the arrested 
treesitters. "The RCMP's operations in the Elaho 
mirror the beginnings of the RCMP’s assault on 
the Ts'Peten people in Gustafsen Lake when over 
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77,000 rounds of ammunition were fired at un- 
armed people." 

Dennis Zarelli, another sitter arrested last month 
said, "It's sick how the government and the RCMP 


get the same people to do their dirty work for 
them," referring to Inspector Mercer's involve- 
ment in planting landmines which blew up a 
truck at Gustafsen Lake in 1995. 


■ Activist Beaten at Cousins Inlet 

On August 30, as two forest activists attempted to bike up a logging 
road to an International Forest Products (Interfor) logging operation at 
Clatse Lake in British Columbia's Great Bear Rainforest, three Interfor 
employees blocked the road and then proceeded to punch them to the 
ground. A video camera was ripped out of the hands of Adrian 
^ McCullough, 25, who was then punched in the face and pushed to the 
| ground. Pat Venditti, 31, was punched in the face when he tried to 
intervene. Both activists were threatened with further beatings if they 

| The attack happened about one kilometer up a logging road located at 
3 Interfor's Cousins Inlet operation. Interfor is currently actively logging 
and building roads in the area with plans to extract over 350,000 cubic 
Adrian attacked me t ers Q f wood. The area has been identified as core habitat for both 
salmon and grizzly bear populations on the coast. 

"We came to the top of ^ hill and there were three guys standing there in our way, about 25 meters 
ahead of us," said Pat Venditti. " As soon as Adrian got the video camera out they started approaching 
us, with one of them going straight for him. They tried to take my digital camera away from me and 
as they did that, Adrian got knocked down. I went to try and pull the logger off of him and then got 
punched in the face myself." 

This is not the first time people have been attacked by Interfor employees. As far back as 1994, Forest 
Action Network activists were attacked by Interfor at Uri Creek near Pemberton. More recently, more 
than 100 Interfor employees and their associates attacked environmentalist camps in the Elaho Valley. 
Using company trucks, radios and even an Interfor helicopter and carrying crowbars and sledgeham- 
mers, Interfor workers hospitalized three people and destroyed nearly $30,000 in equipment. 





Penan Erect Barricades 


More than 100 Penans from various settlements 
living in the interior area of Sungai Apoh/Tutoh in the 
Baram region, Sarawak, East Malaysia, gathered at Long 
Kevok to stage a nonviolent protest against logging 
activities in their communal lands and forests. 

The Penan tribe is known to be a peace-loving com- 
munity, and their numbers are dwindling, with only 
about 9,000 left in the Sarawak interior. On August 1 1 , 
Penan communities rose up and erected a wooden 
barricade on a logging road belonging to Lajung Lum- 
ber Sdn. Bhd., a subsidiary company of Rimbunan 
Hijau Sdn. Bhd., Shin Yang Sdn. Bhd. and Raywood 
Sdn. Bhd. The blockade was set up to stop the logging 
companies from freely transporting and extracting 
timber from the forest. • 

They resorted to this action after the companies 
continued to ignore their rights of access to the natural 
forest resources. Numerous complaints to the authori- 
ties and the logging companies about the problems 
caused by logging have fallen on deaf ears. Having no 
other alternative and being compelled to bring atten- 
tion to their plight, the Penan natives have resorted to 
staging this protest which is still continuing. 

Some of the grievances are that Rimbunan Hijau and 
Shin Yang acted very arrogantly in relation to their 
claims. They have bulldozed Penan planted fruit trees 
and graveyards without paying anything for the losses 
and damage. They also do not render any assistance to 
the Penan community which seeks their help to send 
those who are ill to the nearest clinic in Long Bedian. 

The companies simply encroach into the communal 
forest reserves and carry out logging activities, without 
any consultation and consideration for the forest. 

Five police personnel were sent to the blockade site 
on August 13. So far, no arrests have taken place. 

Kindly send your letters of appeal to the following 
persons urging them to exercise restraint in dealing 



with the Penans at the blockade. Urge them to address 
the problems of these natives struggling for their 
livelihood. Datuk Seri Dr. Mahathir Mohamed, The 
Hon. Prime Minister of Malaysia, Main Block, Prime 
Minister's Department, Administrative Centre, 62502, 
Putrajaya, Selangor Darul Ehsan; and Datuk Patinggi 
Tan Sri Haji Abdul Taib Mahmud, The Hon. Chief 
Minister of Sarawak, Chief Minister's Office, 22nd 
Floor, Wisma Bapa Malaysia, » Petra Jaya, 93502 
Kuching, Sarawak 3. 

For further information, please contact Friends 
of the Earth/SAM's Marudi Office at POB 216, 
Marudi, 98058 Baram, Sarawak; 6085-756973; 
sammarudi@yahoo.com; www.rimba.com/spc/ 
spcpenanmainl.html. 



Dinosaur of the Air 


by Reinhard Behrend 

The problem: 

Twenty-five years ago 
Boeing built the Jumbo 
which helped boost air 
transport and conse- 
quently pollution, energy consumption, mass-tour- 
ism and gigantomanic airports. Now Airbus, the 
European rival of 
Boeing, plans to build 
the A3XX, a true "Di- 
nosaur of the air," to 
regularly carry 550 and, 
as a charter, 900 pas- 
sengers up to 15,000 
kilometers. Airbus 
claims that flying may 
become 25 percent 
cheaper. But in return 
many more people 
could fly more fre- 
quently, and thus the 
pollution and energy consumption would increase 
considerably. Airports would need even bigger fa- 
cilities and expand into cities and landsite. 

Destroying irreplaceable nature reserves 

Even before the first A3XX will ever fly, it will 
cause disaster for nature in Europe. For political 
reasons the A3XX will in part be built in Toulouse, 
France, and in part on the River Elbe in Hamburg, 
Germany. In both places the construction will de- 
stroy nature reserves. In Hamburg the Muhlenberger 
Loch, the most extended fresh water mudflat in 
Europe, will be in part filled in to make room for the 
40-meter-high construction halls. 

The Muhlenberger Loch is of essential ecological 
importance for the River Elbe. It is of international 
importance for three bird species: the shoveler, teal 
and little gull and of national importance for eight 
others. This area is regarded as the most important 
resting site for shovelers in the whole of northwest 



Europe. For most fish species of the lower Elbe the 
Muhlenberger Loch is highly important for fish 
larvae. The highly endangered, endemic plant spe- 
cies Oenan is also living here. 

The loch extends over an area of 6.75 square kilo- 
meters. The eastern part would be destroyed for the 
plane factory. The environmental organizations BUND 
and Deutscher Naturschutzbund estimate that the 
very specific conditions of the large freshwater mudflat 
cannot be compensated by any other area. 

Are there chances to 
stop the monster? 

So far Airbus is only col- 
lecting pledges from airlines 
| to order the A3XX. Only if 
■I it gets enough airlines to- 
| gether can it finally start 
a the project this winter. It is 
| by no means certain that it 
f will get enough orders to- 
* gether to start the project. 
Shoveler in River Elbe The A3XX will only be suit- 
able to connect big airports, 
and most people will have to change planes there. 
The general tendency in air transport on the other 
hand is to offer more direct flights. So there is much 
uncertainty if such a big plane makes sense at all. 

Airbus is pushing ahead because it wants to offer 
a complete fleet of airplanes like Boeing, but Boeing 
has already announced that it could also enlarge its 
jumbos. It seems that the rivalry of big companies 
may produce a plane that nobody really needs. 

What can we do? 

Airlines are very vulnerable. If the public under- 
stands that an airline opts for a plane that is con- 
structed in a nature reserve, this may damage the 
airlines reputation. There are only a few airlines so 
far interested in the new carrier. Air France, Singapore 
Airline, Virgin and Qantas. 

For more information, contact Retter dun Regenwald 
e.v., Friedhofsweg 28, 22337 Hamburg, Germany; 
(+49+40) 410-3804; www.rettet-die-elbe.de. 


Eroding Away 
the Riviera Maya 

by Nancy DeRosa 

The Riviera Maya and the entire coastline of 
Quintana Roo, Mexico, are unique and spec- 
tacular areas, possibly one of the world's finest 
ecosystems, starting from the underground 
waterways called cenotes. This fresh water drains 
to the mangroves under the beach bluff and 
finally filters out to the fringing reef. The 
balance of nature is delicate not only for the 
nesting turtles, but also the migrating birds 
and the numerous jungle animals. 

In just the past two years, a big change has 
been made. The government of Quintana Roo 
sold all its coastal properties, and the construc- 
tion has begun. I believe not even an inch was 
spared, including a federal park, called Xcacel 
Beach, which is the largest nesting area for 
loggerhead and green turtles in the Yucatan. 
Because of this, it was made a federal park. 
Developer Sol Melia now owns this land and 
has plans to build a resort next summer. 

With this wild growth of hotel chains, the 
coastal construction or should we now say 
destruction, began. Mangroves were filled in 
with white dirt, day in and day out. The 
construction agencies would even set up bright 
24-hour lights. New hotel chains blasted the 
reefs, moved over the jungle and nearly killed 
the mangrove. What we have now is a lot of 
cement hotel rooms, plazas, malls, entrances 
and meandering cement rivers. 

In an effort to preserve the natural ecologi- 
cal system of the Riviera Maya, a few of us 
started efforts to inform the government 
that more ecological attention was needed. 
Some listened, and for this we are very thank- 
ful, but most did not, as the old saying goes, 
"Why ask for permission when you just have 
to ask for forgiveness." 

We now have 40 tons of organic wastes 
generated daily along with 40 tons of recy- 
clable materials stacking up in our Akumal 
neighborhood trash dump from the devel- 
opment. Since there is no government sup- 
port, the plastics, the tires, the foods and 
everything, all go into one pile. For the last 
year and a half, this mountain of garbage has 
never stopped burning. It's now perpetual, 
with the gases polluting the entire coast. 

Because our land is a very porous lime- 
stone, known as karst, the contaminants 
make their way quickly to the ocean. We 
noticed that the fan corals in front of the 
dump are now dead. The smoke from the 
burn is driving tourists away while leaving 
black moldy deposits on all the buildings 
within a few miles. Everyone now talks about 
it, and it will soon be public knowledge in 
the United States. What was once known as 
the beautiful natural Mexican Caribbean, 
will soon suffer with the reputation of burn- 
ing garbage, smelly smoke, dead reefs and a 
lack of animal life that once thrived in the 
mangrove that now does not exist. 

The Tulum trash dump is located above 
seven cenotes. These are all filled up mostly 
with pig parts from a nearby pig yard. Four of 
our 52-cenote systems are showing traces of E. 
coli contamination. These cenotes provide the 
drinking water for part of the people living in 
the Pueblo of Tulum and could cause serious 
human diseases in the very near future. 

Last month Barcelo Hotel Chain had a prob- 
lem with its sewage program, and a nearby 
popular cavern site called Ponderosa had its 
lower levels filled with black water. Barcelo is 
one of the many new hotel conglomerates 
that was issued permission to construct deep 
wells. Again in the fragile karst. 

The list is unending and we could go on 
and on. As thoughtful, committed citizens, 
we cannot close our eyes to the heartbreak- 
ing troubles that surround us. We need help! 
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Rodolfo Sentenced 

Award-winning environmental and 
human rights activist Rodolfo Montiel 
(see EF!J June-July 2000) was convicted 
on drug and weapons charges on August 
28, and sentenced to six years in prison. 
Fellow activist Teodoro Cabrera Garcia 
received a 10-year sentence on drug and 
illegal arms possession. Human rights 


denounced the decision. 

Authorities charged that Montiel and 


plants and that he and Cabrera Garcia 
admitted belonging to guerrilla groups. 
Montiel has claimed the charges were 
lodged inretaliationfor his workasleader 
of a rural ecological group in Mexico's 
Pacific coast state of Guerrero. "We pro- 
foundly regret what happened today," 
said Cristian Rojas, education coordina- 
tor for Amnesty International's Mexico 
office. "This represents a step backward 
in the process of obtaining justice." Rojas 
added that the court's action will pro- 
voke "international pressure even greater 
than what has already existed." 

"We will pursue this case until they are 
freed," said Rojas, who noted that 
Amnesty's Washington office already has 
petitioned Mexico's President-elect 
Vicente Fox to intervene. Fox takes office 
on December 1. Montiel and Cabrera 
Garcia were detained on May 2, 1999. 

Montiel's group forms human chains 
to stop logging trucks from passing 
through Guerrero. He is widely consid- 
ered to be a fearless crusader for trees. 
He and his supporters believe old- 
growth forests in Guerrero are being 
excessively logged. 

Mexico's Human Rights Center says 
that both Montiel and Cabrera Garcia 
have suffered brutal torture at the hands 
of police trying to extract confessions 
from them. 

Activist Refuses to 
Cooperate with Grand Jury 

An animal rights activist refused to 
appear before a US grand jury con- 
vened July 13 in San Francisco, and 
told a large support demonstration at 
the federal building she would go to 
jail to resist the inquiry. 

"The underlying purpose of this FBI 
witchhunt is an ongoing campaign of 


actively and effectively organizing on 
behalf of animals," said Anita Carswell. 

Carswell was backed by San Francisco 
National Lawyers Guild President Mark 
Vermeulen, San Francisco attorney Derek 
St. Pierre and Santa Rosa civil liberties 
attorney Lawrence Weiss they said the 
grand jury is being misused to harass 
political activists, and as an extension of 
harassment by San Francisco police, who 
earlier this year falsely arrested Carswell 
and another activist after windows at 


ken by the Animal Liberation Front. 
Charges were later dismissed. 

Carswell risks contempt of court if 
she does not appear, and may face up 
to 18 months in jail. Under the grand 
jury system, she has no right to an 
attorney, to remain silent or a trial 
before being jailed. 

In part, Anita Carswell's statement 
said: "I wish to let it be known that I, 
Anita Carswell, have no intention of 
cooperating with the federal grand 
jury... Although I and fellow animal 
rights activists are guilty of no crimes 
except holding regular peaceful pro- 
tests, we are subject to increasing levels 
of intimidation arid aggression, and 
our most fundamental rights of free- 
dom of speech and association are un- 
der attack... I have the right to remain 
silent and the right to an attorney and 
1 will go to jail if necessary to uphold 
these, rights for all of us." 


Ecodefense 

Hundreds of vehicles have been vandalized in north Lon- 
don, leaving owners with bills totaling thousands of dollars. 

The vandals have primarily attacked Range Rovers, Jeep 
Cherokees, Land Rovers and other large vehicles such as a 
Renault Espace, with adhesive stickers that are proving 
almost impossible to remove. The stickers say: "Global 
warming. Stop these outsized vehicles!" Powerful glue has 
been used to adhere the stickers, stripping off paint when 
they are removed. 

So far several hundred vehicles have been targeted, 
mainly in the Hampstead and Highgate areas. On several 
mornings, all the Sport Utility Vehicles on some streets 
have been attacked. 

Sergeant Colin Edwards of Hampstead police said "If their 
local police are unable to fingerprint the car they should 
proceed with trying to get [the sticker] off, although it is 
difficult. I have only heard from one motorist able to remove 
one without damage." 

The stickers can be received from a website telling readers 
that the campaign aims to highlight the problems of global 
warming. The site also claims that London has a "particu- 
larly high concentration of Range Rovers even compared to 
the US." It points out that Range Rovers are notably heavy. 
The website spokesman said he wanted to "counter the 
cachet of driving these vehicles and turn it instead into a 
badge of shame. The aim is to make the driving of exces- 
sively global-warming vehicles not worth the effort and 
expense of constantly removing stickers, the embarrass- 
ment of driving with one and in general being the target of 
concerned and decent citizens." 

Animal Liberation 

A communique from the Animal Liberation Front was 
received by the ALF press office claiming responsibility for an 
early morning raid, August 28, at Genesis Laboratories in 
Wellington, Colorado. The ALF says it liberated 179 animals, 
including 168 bobwhites and 11 ducks. 

The ALF states in the communique, "Genesis Laboratories 
performs wasteful, redundant and cruel toxicology experi- 
ments on hundreds of wild animals annually. Under the 
guise of "science," vivisectors at Genesis live-trap animals in 
the Colorado wilderness, confine them to inhumanely 
small cages such as those we found inside the lab, and poison 
or otherwise torture these innocent creatures to death. One 
hundred seventy-nine animals are now out of this torture 
chamber." 

The communique also details how the activists were 
intending to free all the animals, including more birds, 
prairie dogs, squirrels, ferrets and rodents, but were forced 
to abandon the raid after inadvertently tripping an 
alarm. All 179 rescued animals have been released 
back into the wild. 

This raid comes on the one year anniversary of the 
ALF liberation of Annie, a Macaque primate who 
had spent all of her 27 years as a Long Island, NY, 
pet store mascot in a tiny cage. 

Anti-Genetix 

On July 31, anti-biotech activists, calling themselves 
the Dusty Desperadoes, destroyed five acres of genetically 
engineered (GE) canola at Monsanto facilities in Dusty, 
Washington. 

A communique sent by the activists stated that 
"Monsanto may have its capitalist spurs dug into our lives 
but with machetes and scythes, we destroyed its attempt 
at corporate green-washing by leveling five acres of field 
tests, including some Round-Up Ready canola. Recently, 
institutions have been denying that they grow GE crops 
when sabotaged by renegades, but this time Monsanto 
cannot hide behind this PR facade because they provide 
fliers at their site explicitly stating that they grow GE 
canola in Dusty. " 

The communique continued, "This site in Dusty, W ash- 
ington, is only one minuscule part of Monsanto's biologi- 
cal imperialism. In Washington alone, it has 96 current 
permits for the release of GE organisms. It has recently 
begun to expand its monopolies from chemicals to seeds 
to water, and the crisis of pollution and depletion of water 
resources is viewed by Monsanto as a business opportu- 
nity. Accordingto Robert Farley of Monsanto, 'What you 
are seeing is not just a consolidation of seed companies, 
it is really a consolidation of the entire food chain.'" 

On August 25, anti-biotech activists calling themselves 
Los Ninos del Maiz carried out actions at the University of 
California at San Diego. The activists destroyed one acre 


genetically modified maize and entered and destroyed the 
contents of four greenhouses — containing rice, maize, 
arabidopsis, tomatoes, tobacco and other GE lifeforms. The 
activists also spray painted messages on the greenhouses and 
mixed up paper bags that were being used to collect maize in 
the field. 

A communique sent by the activists singled out Robert 
Schmidt as the creator of the maize, referring to him as a "bio- 
imperialist" who is "using a combination of genetics, 
transposon mutagenesis, heterologous hybridization and re- 
verse genetics to identify and clone genes controlling floral 
morphogensis in maize. 

"Maize, the third most important food crop in' terms of 
production, exemplifies the loss of biodiversity on the earth. 
Today, a measly 80 plant crops provide 90 percent of the 
world's food from plants — out of tens of thousands of signifi- 
cantly edible plants available. Biodiversity is up for sale. 
Private ownership violates the very nature of community 
rights and in the case of genetic resources/genetic engineer- 
ing, limits access to collective heritage to only a few." 

Since November 1998 there have been roughly 38 anti- 
genetic direct actions in North America and the movement 
shows no signs of slowing. 

On the night of August 29, Groen Front! (Dutch Earth 
First!) pulled up a field of GE potatoes located around 
Lelystad. The next morning, one bag of these potatoes with 
a communique were delivered to the office of action maga- 
zine Ravage in Amsterdam. 

Groen Front! demands an end to genetic engineering of 
seeds and crops. As Ravage did not know what to do with it, 
they sent out a press release and then brought the bag of 
potatoes to the offices of A-SEED Europe and the Dutch 
Gentech Platform (NPG) also in Amsterdam. People of A- 
SEED and NPG then decided to hand over the bag to the 
person responsible, the Minister of Agriculture Brinkhorst — 
a fervent proponent of GE agriculture. 

From the communique: "Genetic engineering promotes 
large-scale agriculture and monoculture. This leads to further 
industrialization and export orientation of agriculture... Ever- 
larger scale agriculture threatens original species and genetic 
diversity. The consequences of this attack on ecosystems can 
not be overseen... GE multinationals have a dominant posi- 
tion on the market. GE in agriculture makes freedom of choice 
impossible and threatens farmers and others who don't 
choose GE crops, and in time will kill organic farming. This 
development can already be seen in the US... After 5 years of 
broad resistance against GE, the EU now wants to introduce 
legislation which will make it possible for GE seeds and pollen 
to spread all over..." 
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NO COMPROMETEMOS LA DEFENSA DE NUESTRA MADRE 


El Problema 

Hoy es el momenta mas crftico de los tres y medio billones de anos de vida en la 
Tierra. Nunca antes ha habido un perfodo de extincion tan intenso como el que 
estamos causando ahora. El industrialismo global ha interrumpido seriamente los 
sistemas de vida de la Tierra. El consumo y avaricia humana estan desplazando a 
culturas indfgenas y esta destmyendo las ultimas conexiones entre el ser humano y la 
Tierra. Los ecologistas afirman que los unicos mamfferos grandes que sobreviviran 
en el futuro cercano seran los que los seres humanos permitan vivir. Los biologistas 
predicen que la Tierra podrfa perder un cuarto a un tercio de todas las especies 
conocidas dentro de nuestro curso de vida. 

La destruccion de la Tiemuy sus culturas indfgenas ha conducido efectos 
fundamentales sobre todo el planeta: el calentamiento global, polvillo radioactivo, 
tala de arboles, hambre, y formas de vida genetico-alteradas, ademas del aire, del 
agua, y del alimento envenenados. La sociedad global esta dominando las culturas 
indfgenas, y asf se lleva acabo la separation de seres humanos de nuestro orfgenes 
biocentrados etnicos. El alto fndice de la perdida de lenguajes es indicativo de la 
extincion cultural y ecologica. 

Claramente, la batalla de la conservation es una batalla por la vida, una batalla 
para el flujo continuo de la evolution. Es nuestra decision si llevar a cabo las 
corporaciones del renegade y los gobiemos sin ley, responsables de la destruccion del 
mundo natural o dejar que siga la destruccion de la Tierra. 
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‘El yermo salvaje necesita menos defensa 
y mas defensor es. ” — Edward Abbey 


La Solucion: PORQUE EARTH FIRST! 


Para comenzar, no creemos que sea bastante s61o preservar alguna 
region restante de nuestro medioambiente. Necesitamos preservarlo 
todo, y es hora de reconstruir areas extensas en todos los 
ecosistemas de la Tierra: identificar esas areas, cerrar caminos, 
quitar los desarollos y progresos y reintegrar la fauna nativa. No es 
bastante oponer la construction de presas nuevas, de minas y de 
desarollos que son destructives para la Tierra. jEs hora de liberar 
nuestros rfos, acabar con las minas y restaurar la Tierra! 

Earth Firsters! usan tacticas de accion directas, teatro en las 
calles, y desobedencia civil para luchar por el medioambiente. Y 
aunque no condenamos ni estamos de acuerdo con el sabotaje y 
“ecotage” (sabotaje a favor de ecosistemas), o otras formas de 
destruccidn de propiedad, presentamos un foro para el intercambio 
de ideas en la oposicion creativa al monstruo destructor del 


El movimiento Earth First ! utiliza la accion directa para defender y proteger nuestro medioambiente y “progreso,” incluyendo ideas sobre “monkey wrenching.” 

nuestras patrias. Estas acciones atraen atencion publica a las crisis que enfrenta nuestro mundo natural. Muchos grupos ambientales son miembros del establecimiento 

Con 6ste tipo de activismo unico hemos podido triunfar y obtener resultados positivos, en situaciones politico americano y abrazan una estmetura de organization 

donde otros grapos ambientales no han podido triunfar. corporativa. Earth First! no adopta la position centrada del punto 

EarthFirst! fueformadoen 1979, enrepuestaaunacomunidadambientalcadavezmascorporativa, de vista mundial de que la civilizacidn industrial son; contra la 

letdrgica, y comprometida. Earth First! toma decididamente diferentes tacticas con diversos problemas Tierra, contra la mujer y contra la libertad. La estmetura de Earth 

ambientales. Creemos en la filosoffa de usar todas las herramientas a la mano; como organizacion a First! es contra la jerarquia y rechazamos las “persona calificadas- 

nivel local, participacion en el proceso legal, desobedencia civil y “monkey wrenching.” profesionistas con altos sueldos” y la direccion formal. Creemos en 

Earth First! no es una organizacion, sino un movimiento. No hay “miembros” de Earth First!, un paradigma bio-centrico, basado en el valor intrrnseco de todas 
solamente Earth Firsters '..EarthFirst! creeenlaideadebio-centrismo,laideaque la vida — la Tierra — las cosas naturales: Ecologfa Profunda. La Tierra existe para su 

viene primero. Insistimos-sobretodo-en la practica de poner nuestras creencias en accidn. propio motivo. Ponerlo-simplemente, la Tierra debe venir primero. 




EARTH FIRST! 

Earth First! no esun sustantivo, sino un verbo. Para 
formar un movimiento proyermo, jse requiere action! 
jLevantate y mobilizate! Accion directa requiere un 
esfuerzo personal, espiritual, y estrategico en las filas 
de batalla para salvar el planeta. Earth First! significa 
accion, el proposito de la cual es: 

• Poner Alto a la Destruction: Forzar a las 
corporaciones multinacionales y agendas 
gubemamentales a poner alto a su explotacion rapaz de 
los recursos naturales. Aun las acciones raeramente 
simbolicas pueden imponer alto a la maquinaria y 
compramos tiempo para ganar protecciones 
permanentes. 

• Atraer los Medios de Comunicacion: No 
podemos despertar al pueblo o forzar la mano de los 
politicos hasta no hacerles ver lo extenso de la 
destruccion. La desobediencia civil o una banderilla 
con un mensaje hdbil expone el problema por la TV, 
radio, y periodicos — medios que, generalmente 
prefieren ignorar el catastrofe ecologico que amenaza a 
animales, hombres y mujeres, plantas, y el 
medioambiente. Muchos quedaran impresionados al 
ver nuestra buena voluntad cuando seamos arrestados 
y nos ganaremos su lealtad. 

• Reforzar la Resolution: Accion directa es la mas 
habilitadora de nuestras armas, un rito que llena al 
participante con un sentimiento de valorization. Asf es 
como aprendemos a apoyamos unos a otros. Las 
manifestaciones demuestran al mundo que, aunque 
pueden poner a un lado nuestras suplicas, nuestros 
argumentos, e ignorar nuestro derecho de apelar, no 
nos quedaremos con los brazos cruzados mientras 
destruyen el planeta. Estamos dispuestos a poner 
nuestros cuerpos en las filas del deber. Los hechos 
demuestran amor y dedication por el mundo natural y 
furor contra sus destructores. 

Toda la vida del planeta se ve amenazada por el 
auto-suicidio que llamamos ‘progreso.’ Aunque 
tenemos el derecho a expresion libre en los Estado 
Unidos, la agresidn policiaca contra los activistas 
aumenta dramaticamente. El activismo gentil no existe. 
La desobediencia civil es un acto de conciencia 
deliberado, aun cuando aparezca ser espontaneo. Cada 
vez que asistes a una manifestacion, estas arriesgando 



el ser atacado por agentes policiacos y ser arrestado. 
Preparate, recuerda que no debes recurrir a la 
violencia, apela a los reporteros, y al apoyo de la celda. 

MANIFESTACIONES 

Las manifestaciones incluyen las marchas, los 
disfraces, y el teatro en la calle con el fin de presentar 
nuestras opiniones a las reporteros y demandar 
concesiones de las corporaciones y sus instrumentos 
gubemamentales. Tambien incluyen el disfrasarze de 
animales en audiencias publicas, y en sitios de 
construccion de presas, y desarrollo urbano. En ciertas 
ocasiones se han depositado gigantescos troncos de 
arboles en los escritorios de guardabosques, globos 
inflados con helio elevando cartelones en reuniones 
publicas, y gigantescos cartelones atados sobre puentes 
y carreteras, dentro de chimeneas, y en los grandes 
edificios. Para maximos resultados, una manifestacion 
debe ser: 

• Dinamica y Sin Componenda: Que la intencion, 
tdcticas y objectivos sean discemibles. Identifiquen a 
los ofensores por nombre y dirijanles sus apuntes. 
Tengan a agencias gubemamentales y grandes 
corporaciones como responsables. 

• Informativa: Informen al publico con materiales 
impresos que presenten claramente su opinion y los 
hechos que nos apoyan, organicen una sesion de 
prensa, presenten un corto burlesco y cantatas. 

• Flexibilidad: Ensayen y esten preparados para 
cambiar de tacticas segun se de la situacion, 
aventajense de oportunidades si estas se presentan, tal 
vez aparezca por ahf un alto funcionario o encumbrado 
empleado de una corporacidn, o se acerque un 
gigantesco tractor. Inventen audaces altemativas en 
dado caso que el gobemador este ausente, o el edificio 
se os ha prohibido, o cuando aparezca la policia en 
grandes numeros, o cuando el punto de protesta ha 
cambiado de lugar. 

DESOBEDIENCIA CIVIL 

La desobediencia civil es mas efectiva cuando se prevee 
accion de arresto por la policia. Tales ocasiones 
incluyen pero no se limitan a: 

OCUPACION PROLONGADA O “SIT-INS” 

En ocasion es necesario invadir las oficinas de 
ejecutivos, asambleas, aun los hogares de oficiales 
electos irresponsivos. Hay quienes han erigido tiendas 
de campana dentro de oficinas de bienes raices y se han 
encadenado a sus muebles, invadido las casas de 
ejecutivos, han tapado los traga-aires de unidades de 
calefaccion en las oficinas de un guardabosques, 
forzandole a apagar sus computadores en un dfa 
caluroso. 

BLOQUEOS 

El lugar de un activista de Earth First! esta 
directamente delante de un tractor u otra gigantesca 
maquinaria destructora del ambiente. Quizas sea una 
travesura meramente simbolica; quizas ponga alto a los 
ofensores. De cualquier modo, es una tactica 
garantizada a llamar la atencion del mundo entero a una 
situacion destructiva. Utilizando los medios de 
comunicacion, trasladamos la destruccion a la intimidad 
del hogar, donde todo mundo sabra la noticia. 

Los blancos pueden ser equipo de corrdera, grandes 
presas, envios de material radioactivo, transportes de 
ganado, y minas. Los metodos incluyen el sentarse en 
medio de la carretera, atarse al equipo con cadenas, o 
un sinnumero de tacticas. Los bloqueos de mas larga 


duration son mas efectivos, aunque breves bloqueos 
han dado resultado. 

ACCION DIRECTA PACIFICA 

La accion pacffica exige acuerdo comun. Todo 
participante debe ajustarse a comportarse segun lo pre- 
acordado. De no ser asf los medios televisivos 
concentraran su atencion sobre unos cuantos 
participantes y se perdera de vista la intencion de la 
protesta. Peor aim, las acciones desmedidas de unos 
cuantos pueden llegar a la violencia y acarrear cargos y 
arresto del grupo entero. Sobre todo, sean cautelosos al 
escoger quienes participaran y asegurense que todo el 
grupo sepa de antemano las reglas. Considere lo 
siguiente: 

• No se debe permitir la vituperation ni los ultrajes 
verbales de parte de ningun miembro del grupo, 
tampoco se debe permitir cualquier accion que invite la 
violencia policiaca o abuso del publico. 

• Si la accion requiere el no moverse de su sitio 
designado — corriendo el peligro de ser arrestado— 
mantened vuestro terreno. El huir en ese momento 
quebrantara el espiritu de la protesta y corre el riesgo de 
poner a otros en peligro. Abandonar su lugar dara valor 
a la oposicion. Si no sepuede soportar la posibilidad del 
arresto, escojan otra forma de protesta. 

• Prepare una lista de los nombres y direcciones de 
los miembros de su grupo, en caso de arresto. Provea 
una persona que sea responsabilize de recoger las 
pertenencias de los arrestados. De ser posible, esta 
persona debe traer consigo una video-grabadora con la 
cual grabara los arrestos, asegurando el trato gentil de 
sus colegas. Debera acompanarlos hasta su liberation. 

Planee sus acciones con tiempo. Prepare lemas 

cantados de antemano, tambien cartelones, materiales 
impresos, disfraces, ensaye payasadas y travesuras. 
Prepare una hoja con un mensaje para la prensa local. 
El mensaje debe ser breve y al punto. De no ser asf, la 
prensa recortara sus palabras y les pondran una 
construccion falsa. Enumere en unas cuantas oraciones 
la destruccion ambiental que desea contrarrestar, o el 
yermo que desea proteger, poniendo en claro cual es el 
resultado que busca con sus acciones. Tampoco es 
malo citar algunas cuantas palabras bien apuntadas de 
su vocero. Prepare estas de antemano y compruebe 
brevidad y claridad. Su hoja debiera ser no mis de dos 
paginas; una es mucho mas preferible. Mejor es que la 
prensa le interroge despues buscando mas informacion, 
y no el redactar un comunicativo de prensa indeciso y 
errante. 

Despache las hojas a la prensa unos dias antes del 
evento. Nunca revele de antemano los detalles de la 
manifestacion. El dia antes del evento, informe a los 
medios de comunicacion con una llamada telefonica. 
No descanse en la seguridad de que sus comunicado de 
prensa fue reconocido. Comniquese con un reportero, 
memorize su nombre, y obtenga una promesa de que 
asistira al evento. Insinue que habra travesuras 
divertidas, pero nunca revele informacion que, en 
manos del la policia, pondria en desventaja el efecto de 
su accion. Tampoco prometa un evento demasiado 
dramatico, pues si no resulta, la prensa no le perdonara, 
y no asistira a sus eventos en el futuro. El dfa del evento, 
busque a sus reporteros y designe una persona habil y 
presentable que les acompane e informe. 

Reunanse en el sitio antes de comenzar y reanime a 
su gmpo recordandoles de la recompensa emocional y 
espiritual que derivan de su obra. Reunanse despues 
para asegurarse que todos esten en perfecta salud, 
darse palmadas de mano, realzar lo positivo de la 
accion, y planear para la proxima. 




Earth First! es una alianza international compuesta de grupos con alcance regional. 
Los miembros de la alianza conocemos intimamente el ambiente ecologico que 
defendemos. Nuestros mtiodos son sencillos y directos. La educacidn, medios de 
accion pro-acti vos y grupos locales tienen su lugar en nuestra lucha por contrarrestar 
los danos al medioambiente. Buscamos union con todo aquel que se opone a la 
destruction del medioambiente. Aunque hay quienes califican nuestra accion como 
aficion desmedida, es mds bien conservadora en comparacion con quienes destruyen 
el medioambiente. 

La Tierra y su naturaleza es nuestra mas alta prioridad. Toda idea, iniciativa, y 
estrategia individual es recibida con brazos abiertos, y toda decision al respecto toma 
en cuenta nuestra diversidad. 

Antes de formar un de Earth First!, considere lo siguiente: 

Campanas: Las Campanas de Earth First! apuntan contra toda accion adversa al 
medioambiente. Entre nuestras armas estan: la defensa de bosques historicos, la 
conservation de culturas indfgenas, oposicion al crecimiento continuo de parques de 
golf, y la protection del reino animal. Asf establecemos una conexion fntima y 
correspondemos al carino y cuidado con el que la naturaleza nos rodea. 

Intermediario: Designe a un individuo cuyo nombre, direction, numero 
telefonico y correo electronico este disponible a los demas grupos de la alianza y sus 
miembros. Esta information aparecera en el, Earth First! Journal. Mantenga una 
lista de las direcciones y numeros telefonicos de sus miembros, asf facilitara el 
anuncio de eventos y reuniones a nivel local. 

Seguridad: Tome toda precaution y cautela al manejar las estadfsticas personales 
de sus miembros y los miembros de otras organizaciones. Sea astuto y sabiondo, 
mantengase informado. No menosprecie la importancia de conocer a fondo a los 
individuos que componen su grupo. Lea Agents of Repression por Ward Churchill y 
J J. Vanderwall, una cronica de las actividades represivas por el estado contra los 
movimientos activistas del pueblo. 

Finanzas: Entre los gastos del local estan la impresion de documentos, correo 
postal, organization activista, los servicios de un abogado y costos de asistir a corte. 
Abra una cuenta de cheques y nombre a dos personas grupo cuya firma represente al 
grupo y la cuenta de cheques. 

Recaudacion de fondos: 

• Conciertos y presentation de graficas 

• Levantamiento de donativos por los medios de comunicacion 

• Venta de artfculos contribuidos 

• Fondos de subvention (cedidos por fundaciones de interes publico) 

• Fondos recaudados por clubs a nivel escolar 

• Venta de mercancia de Earth First! 


• Venta de la el Earth First! Journal 

Reuniones: Haganse cenas, viajes al campo, celebraciones de musica, etc., 
ireunanse para planear la estrategia del grupo y alcanzar sus objetivos! 

Activismo: 

• Education por materiales impresos, recortes de periodico, boletines, y 
presentaciones publicas. 

• Activismo en conjuto con otras organizaiones promoviendo la participation del 
publico. 

• Litigation respaldada por la ley, promoviendo la protection del medioambiente. 

Desobediencia Civil y Manifestation Masiva: Asf se gano el derecho de votar 

par la mujer, y se puso fin a la presencia norteamericana en Vietnam. Comienze su 
grupo con una manifestation publica. Organize un evento audaz y divertido! Los 
medios televisivos locales lo reportaran en su noticiero, anunciando la presencia de 
Earth First! 

Earth First! Journal'. Un vocero sin censura de las muchas y variadas opiniones 
de nuestro movimiento y fuente constante de noticias y comentarios sobre las muchas 
ofensas que amenazan al medioambiente. En viennos sus opiniones, artfculos escritos, 
filosoffa, relatos sobre la diversidad biologica, reportes investigadores, resistencia, 
controversia, el buen humor, y cronicas de sus campanas. Toda opinion o comentario 
que refleje nuestra filosoffa son mas que bienvenidos. Sirvase del Earth First! 
Journal para mantenemos al tanto de sus actividades; anuncie sus reuniones locales 
y haga invitacidn abierta; envfe fotografias, mapas, poesias, dibujos etc, de sus 
manifestaciones. Si lleva a cabo algun evento o campana, de a uno de sus miembros 
la responsabilidad de escribir sobre lo sucedido, y envfe los resultados cuanto antes. 


“La Tierra no esta muriendo, 
la estan matando. Y los que la 
estan matando tienen 
nombres y direcciones. ” 

— Utah Phillips 


Monkey wrenching: Ecotaje; Ecodefensa; Bandidos de carteleros; Destruccion de Inspecciones Agrimensuras; Recuperacion de 

caminos; Treespiking (poner clavos en arboles ) y hasta inciendos — todo /jfPk esto se puede definir como el sabotaje ilegal del equipo industrial de la 
extraccidn y el desarollo, que son los mismos equipos que cometen Jffi 'v\ crimenes destructivos contra la Tierra, golpeandoles adonde lo sienten 
mds — en sus margenes de beneficios. / ff Ijm. 

M onkey wrenching no es igual adesobedenciacivil. Es no violento y f/ff ykjA solo contra objetos inanimados y la base de la industria destructiva. 

Es una de las ultimas tacticas para defender el yermo salvaje, la accion ijj tomada por el defensor de la Tierra, cuando el resto de las medidas 

han fallado. ^ 

Muchas veces Earth First! es relacionado con la prdctica de monkey wrenching, pero los elementos ordenados del movimiento Earth First! no participan en 
monkey wrenching. Cualquier persona que habla sin cuidado sobre el sabotaje debe ser evitada, por que pueden comprometer a el movimiento. 

Los blancos se escojen cuidadosamente para su valor estratdgico. Hay un tiempo y un lugar para todo. El saber cuando no comprometerse en actos de sabotaje es 
igualmente valioso. Por ejemplo, cuando se esta llevando acabo, puede poner en riesgo a todos los que esttii presentes. 

Aunque algunos individuos de Earth First! est6n activos en monkey wrenching, el movimiento no aboga ni condena oficialmente esta accion. Sin embargo, el Earth 
First! Journal contiene articulos regulares sobre monkey wrenching, como “Dear Ned Ludd” y Earth Night News. La tercera edition de ECODEFENSE: A Field Guide 
to Monkeywrenching (Ecodefensa: Una Gufa Sobre Monkeywrenching), es disponible por el Earth First! Journal por $18. La gufa contiene information y detalles 
sobre tdcnicas de monkeywrenching asf como discusiones cuidadosas de seguridad, estrategia yjustificaciones. 



“Nuestra Tierra 
signified todo para 
nosotros...Le dire que 
una de las cosas que 
recordamos en nuestra 
Tierra es que nuestros 
abuelos pagaron por 
ella — con sus vidas ” 
— John Wooden Legs, 
Cheyenne 


El Boletin Earth First! (Earth First! joumai) 

El Earth First! Journal es la voz del movimiento ambiental radical. Contiene informes sobre la accion directa: artfculos sobre 
la preservation de la megafauna de la Tierra y su diversidad biologica: noticias y avisos sobre Earth First! y otros grupos 
ambientales radicales: artfculos investigadores, crfticas del movimiento ambiental entero; revisiones de libros y musica; 
ensayos que exploran teorfa ecologica; cartas a la section de editor; una discusion sobre “monkey wrenching;” y el separador 
de espacio en bianco de cuatro paginas producido por uno de los grupos locales de Earth First!, llamado Blank Wall. El Earth 
First! Journal es un foro para la discusion esencial dentro del movimiento Earth First! El intento del boletfn es ser diverse, 
atrevido y divertido. El Earth First! Journal lleva un catalogo con una variedad de camisetas, gorras, etiquetas engomadas, 
musica, libros, etc. que avanzan el mensaje de Earth First! Toda la mercancfa es disponible por correo y ese dinero ayuda 
financiar la publication del boletfn . 

Las suscripciones son $25 al ano por ocho ediciones. Pongase en contacto para pedir una copia gratis. Nuestra lista de 
suscripcion es terminamente confidencial y no se vende, ni se presta a cualquier persona (el uso de nombres pseudonimos es 
aceptable). Animamos fuertemente el envfo de artfculos. 

Suscribete al Boletin Radical Ambiental 
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O $500 Suscripcion de Curso de Vida 
O $25 Tarifa Regular (Tercera Clase) 

O $20 Bajos Ingresos/ Biblioteca 
O $35 (US) Correo Regular — Intemacional 
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Nota: El Earth First! Journal se imprime en ingles. 
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OREGON BANCHA 


floating debris drifted logs 
stumps of rocks 

bonsai twisted in cracks like moss 


HUMMINGBIRD * HIIXII OPOC I I I (whee xil ah poke Uee) * 1999 


Hummingbird, harbinger of future breaking open of the life possibilities in the 
mythology of Mexico, reaches her beak, Huixilopoctli, into a flower over Time, the 
clock of the English aristocracy in gold, the lure of the Europeans to these shores, the 
stories of secret lands of gold, poor sailors from Spain, some driven from Spain for 
Arab origins, came to claim. 


rolling mist 

beach littered with the dregs 
of clear cuts 

— Turtle 



The time is 5 o'clock on this keeper of segments of passage, 5 being the number of 
the quincunx for Quetzalcoatl, the coming of new peace, of respected life after the 
hummingbird breaks open the world of greed and hate with her tiny beak. 

The border between two empires of Europe — England and Spain — still thinks it has 
a right to claim something here on this land. Current occupiers who call themselves 
American still imagine their fences and metal and infrared and bullets and cages can 
somehow interfere with the land's connection through DNA with peoples and plants 
and animals and winds and rain and ocean and desert and mountains that evolved 
here of the Earth and will never be capable of coming under the dominion of Man. 

■ 

Always here the land speaks of gift, here the land speaks 

The land speaks of guests of the Earth. WiP | 

~ -T j s 

' • 

Their chains and machinery and ghettoized brain cells, their shallow perception of 
life projected to close others in or out or move their jobs or enslave their daughters... 
They have yet to hear of the small Hummingbird Huixilopoctli and how she will 
break open the world with her little beak and open the chaos that will then become 
peace with the Earth. 


They say that it's "deadening" 
living in the belly of the Beast 
But I'm pot dead yet. My life is a battle 
an every day battle for my soul. 

A fight to keep from being mangled by the time clock 
a struggle to keep from being run over 
by rush hour traffic 

a struggle to hear the Mother beneath the concrete. 


How I envy the noble tree-sitting: warriors 
who know that they are heroes carrying on the fight 
wrapped in the strength of the forest and the Mother's closeness 
But pity us pathetic denizens of the Monster. 

The "sheep" compelled to march on the treadmill 
and breathe the auto stench 

along with the knowledge that We Are Part Of The Problem. 
How much harder here, to cling to the scraps of defiance 
to draw up the quiet strength 
while imprisoned in enemy lands. 


The irony that a decoration of the aristocracy could carry the message: That Time 
is coming, not long but soon. 


■Nancy C. Delaney (Nana) 


THE ROAD TO HEU 

They don't call it paradise 
since the road went through. 

As if it were never true. 

They don't call it paradise 
since the road went through. 

If you were poor or sick 
there was a time 

when you just shrugged and said 
"at least I don't have to leave this paradise." 
"There's nothing wrong with me it can't fix. 
"This is where I want to die." 


All we have for solace is the ragged remnants: 

State Parks for Sunday picnics 

the empty lot... the last field of weeds... 

the forgotten trail... the abandoned railroad woods, 

the deer and raccoons that hide in the thickets 

the willow fringe along the garbage-choked stream- 

the stream that still remembers 

the living channel beneath the concrete. 


And make no mistake! I love these remnants of the Wild, 
the broken brave holdouts, 

every bit as much as you love the noble oldgrowth 
that's never seen the blade. . 

And if I could muster an army of warriors 
on behalf of these desperate guerrilla creatures 
and these weeds, still lush with exuberant hope, 
struggling to reclaim the waste, 

I would fight just as hard for them. 


But they don't call it paradise 
since the road went through. 

They just do what they want to do. 
They don't call it paradise. 


Because I love my Mother Earth 
not only in her majesty and bounty, 
but also when She lies broken in chains, 
struggling and gasping for life. f 


The young ones don't believe it, 
they can't remember it like I do. 
It's not paradise 
since the road went through. 


Laura Woodswalker 


> ^Melvin Whaley 
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continued from page 1 

not only has it already impacted the genetic integrity 
of subsequent generations, but the bureaucrats are still 
bickering over the cleanup program which they claim 
has rehabilitated the site. These people are still living 
hundreds of kilometres from their homelands, strug- 
gling to prevent this irati (poison) from returning to 
their lands as radioactive waste. 

Increasingly, the connection between mineral de- 
posits and the ancient, indigenous dreaming stories 
are being recognized. Sadly, this leads to an overt 
exploitation of traditional lore in the pursuit of mate- 
rial gain. The local commu- 
nity, the Adnyamathanha, 
have been successfully di- 
vided resulting in a few indi- 
viduals within the broader 
community receiving per- 
sonnel payments from min- 
ing companies. The Beverley 
mine lease is tragically one 
of the most significant spiri- 
tual places for the 
Adnyamathanha. The site 
was only visited and spoken 
for by the most senior men, 
the wilyaru. Ancient lore ex- 
plains of the dangers of that 
place, warning against the 
deadly nature of the irati. 

Only wilyaru were allowed 
to go to the site which includes a naturally radioactive 
hot spring. Long before Curie and the radiation physi- 
cists played with the atom, traditional culture re- 
spected and ensured the safety of such places. 

Australia is currently in the midst of great contro- 
versy with the proposal for a national and possibly 
international radioactive waste repository in outback 
Oz. British and French powerbrokers scramble to se- 


cure a repository to hide the deadly waste of this 
powerful substance. As the nuclear industry expands 
its peaceful, clean-energy image, the world is still 
struggling to adequately deal with the toxic by-prod- 
uct of this substance which remains radioactive, can- 
cer-causing and potentially mutagenic for hundreds 
of thousands of years. Plutonium is the most toxic 
substance known to humanity. 

American giant, General Atomics, veteran in the 
nuclear game, is the hand behind the Beverley 
Uranium Mine. Its front in Australia is Heathgate 
Resources which has five shareholders, four being 

the American execu- 
tive officers of Gen- 
eral Atomics, the 
fifth share staying in 
Australia through 
the corporate ac- 
count of Heathgate 
Resources' attorney. 

On May 9, over 200 
people gathered to 
, support some local el- 
! ders and peacefully 
I protest the develop- 
I ment of the Beverley 
| Mine. It has been op- 
° erating as a "trial- 
mine" for nearly two 
years and is still await- 
ing the paperwork for 
full-scale operation, due to commence between mid- 
2000 and early next year. What resulted was an 
outrageous violation of human rights and an overt 
display of police violence and brutality. Through a 
flash of magic, a commercial cameraman and reporter 
witnessed the incident, the cameraman being beaten 
and detained along with 25 of us. We were detained in 
a near airtight shipping container on site for nearly 



Crunched and beaten between two shields 


five hours without 
water or medical 
attention. The 
story reached 
the South 
Australian 
public 
through the 
commercial 
networks every 
night for a week, 
spinning the po- 
lice into an embar- 
rassed disarray. The gen- 
eral public witnessed the indiscriminate use of capsi- 
cum spray, overarm baton-use and other abuse. 

Subsequently, the South Australian police issued an 
"internal investigation" into the incident — a token 
internal questioning of police activities on that day. 
We are still awaiting the report some three months 
later and are planning to launch a civil suit for damages 
against the police following these procedures. Activists 
in the area have been subject to a greater, more general 
campaign of intimidation and harassment. Activists in 
Oz have seen an increasing militarization of police 
powers in the last five years, further exacerbated by 
new laws introduced to combat civil dissent during the 
2000 Olympic Games in Sydney. 

Yet, amongst all the madness, activists are con- 
stantly energized by the profoundly wise ancient lore 
of the land and her true peoples. They recognise a 
similar reverence and respect for the land in us young 
white people who are struggling to understand our 
mixed-up culture of materialism and spiritual confu- 
sion. We feel incredibly privileged to share with and 
learn from the remnant traditional culture of this 
awesome place, who for a millennium protected and 
cared for the land for future generations. 

For more information contact FREAC at C /- Post 
Office Copley, South Australia 5732; (08) 8675 2242; 
freac@microsuxx.com; freac.gibsonnet.net. 






Attempting to subdue marchers in Minneapolis 

by Rabid 

On the night of July 24, activists in 
Minneapolis were treated to brutal- 
ity and a vindictive surprise visit by 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
(FBI), Drug Enforcement Agency 
(DEA) and local police under the guise 
of a "drug raid." 

The raid occurred at 10 p.m., just a 
few hours after 250 anti-capitalist 
and anti-genetix activists took to the 
streets to confront the annual Inter- 
national Society for Animal Genetics 
(ISAG) conference. Thirteen people 
in the Sisters Camelot (a local food 
donation group) house were doing 
jail support for the 75 people ar- 
rested that day when armed, black- 
clad state agents broke down the door 
and stormed in, shields first. Activ- 
ists were thrown down to the ground 
and stomped on as agents stormed 
through the house in search of drugs 
(as they claimed). 

One person did not move fast 
enough for them and was subjected 
to four kicks directly to his face, swell- 
ing his eye shut and possibly break- 
ing his nose. Another activist was 


found in the basement and was 
kicked and punched, then dragged 
upstairs. Hoods were placed over 
t peoples' heads to preserve the iden- 
| tity of the uadercover cops and con- 
| fidential informants (Cl) as the 
g agents confiscated a large amount of 
2 personal possessions. Among the 
goods taken were personal phone 
books, journals, a bus used for free 
• food distribution, magazines, fliers, 
diskettes and three hard drives. The 
pigs even printed six pages off the 
desktop computer and looked at 
people's personal email accounts for 
subversive information. During the 
raid, agents continually recited ac- 
tivist quotes from interviews given 
the week of the ISAG conference and 
seemed to have a grasp on our per- 
spectives. All the activists were ar- 
rested for "Disorderly House" (really) 
except for one who had trumped up 
drug charges imposed on him. 

Why a raid? Primarily, the local 
police were embarrassed by events 
that took place that day and during 
the two weeks leading up to the ani- 
mal genetics conference. Overall, they 
spent over one million dollars to close 
off sections of downtown, protect the 
animal genetics conference and at- 
tempt to control and mediate 250 
militant activists ready to seriously 
disrupt the gathering of the mad sci- 
entists. In short, the event was a ma- 
jor public relations disaster for the 
Minneapolis police. Earlier that day, 
while preparing for a mass arrest, the 
police were knocked down by a con- 
tingent of activists carrying banners 


and plywood shields. The corporate 
media coverage of skinny anarchists 
storming through the police line was 
an inspiration to us and an absolute 
embarrassment for the pigs. 

Furthermore, the police had already 
had at least one known Cl working at 
the Sisters Camelot canvass program. 
He was well aware that known activ- 
ists and organizers were passing 
through the house and gave this in- 
formation to the police. By raiding a 
publicly known activist house and 
brutalizing people, they hoped to si- 
lent the ever burgeoning radical dis- 
sent in Minneapolis. The raid helped 
the FBI and the police with their 
concoction of a story about anar- 
chists and chemical weapons which 
they distributed after two people were 
arrested while stink-bombing a 
McDonald's a few days prior. 

They even told the media that we 
were manufac- 
turing chemical 
weapons in the 
basement and 
selling drugs out 
of the house. 

When con- 
fronted about the 
political nature 
of the raid, the 
police at first de- 
nied that the 
events of the two- 
week gathering 
had anything to 
do with the raid. 

At a press confer- 
ence, head pig 


Olson gave in and admitted to bla- 
tantly profiling activists by announc- 
ing, "it would be naive to think that 
the raid had nothing to do with their 
political lives." 

There are many lessons to learn 
from this situation, but the main one 
is that the state will repress anyone 
that stands in its way and will do 
everything to marginalize radicals. 
We need to wake up and understand 
this simple fact as we go on attacking 
the system in our communities. 
Charges have been dropped against 
12 defendants but the state is trying 
hard to frame one activist. 

For more information on the raid, 
genetic engineering or how to help 
with the on-going legal battle, con- 
tact Grain RAGE (Resistance Against 
Genetic Engineering), POB 58044, 
Minneapolis, MN 55458-0444; (651) 
213-4131; grainrage@visto.com. 


Seventy-five activists were arrested downtown just hours before the raid. 


JACK-BOOTED FEDS STORM ACTIVIST HOUSE 

POST-ISAG RAID TARGETS SPECIFIC INDIVIDUALS 
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FARMAqEddoN: Food an<J tIhe CuIture 


review by Andrea del Moral 

Brewster Kneen is not confused about where to 
stand on biotechnology. In the first chapter of 
Farmageddon: Food and the Culture of Biotechnology, 
he draws the line clearly. "[T]hese life sciences are 
really death sentences," designed by a culture of 
control obsessed with death, domination and profit. 
This book is an in-depth social critique of science. 

For such a potentially inaccessible 
subject, Kneen does very well stay- 
ing real and relevant, oscillating be- 
tween the general and specific per- 
spectives. 

Kneen begins with a powerful 
analysis of the life industry, criticiz- 
ing its defense of patents and rush to 
market. "Just what was the prob- 
lem?" he asks, "Insufficient profits 
due to insufficient control over life 
and death?" In chapter two he looks 
at tactics that pass responsibility to 
individuals via "moral blackmail." 
He then raises the issue of anti-femi- 
nist domination of science over life, 
and the contrast between science of 
* intervention (reductionists, con- 
trol) and science of observation (eco- 
logical, understanding). Then there 
is the sheer lack of logic of the 
biotech industry and its government 
cohorts. Excerpts from Cargill's pub- 
lic relations documents and the World Bank are 
almost entertaining in their blatant self-serving 
agenda. 

The middle of Farmageddon is the suspicion-con- 
firming expose, taking readers on a spinning roller 


coaster ride through industry and government 
trickery. Through investigative journalism we see 
the scandals behind bovine growth hormone, the 
Flavr Savr Tomato and Bt potatoes. The industry 
agenda and scams are bad enough; but what fol- 
lows in the chapter on government regulations is 
the most insidious dirt on the culture of science in 
recent times. A stellar example is Murray 
McLaughlin, first president of Ag West Biotech in 
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan. Formerly a DowElanco 
employee, McLaughlin eventually left Ag West to 
become, within three years, deputy minister of 
agriculture in the province, president of Ontario 
Agri-Food Technologies, whose motto is "From 
Discovery to Profit, " and finally manager of biotech 
venture capital for Royal Bank. Kneen's critique 
and exposure of the biotechnology industry aren't 
simple. He doesn't condemn the concept of tech- 
nology nor make everyone who's ever bought a 
non-organic potato feel like crawling into a hole. 
Instead he puts all the science and its agents of 
criminal "progress" in perspective. He reminds us 
that this is only one culture, which happens to be 
a cancerous monoculture based on the concept of 
death instead of life. A culture that is seriously 
flawed and doomed to fail. But we, with brains and 
hearts, are not doomed to be part of it. Returning 
to the general, Kneen spends a few chapters ad- 
dressing our perceptions of truth, knowledge, life 
and death. 

■ The one weakness in this book is its hasty han- 
dling of important concepts of resistance and vi- 
sion in the final pages. Tacked on, he proposes 
decentralized democratic economies, sharing, and 
belief in abundance to replace centralized capital- 
ism, competition and the construct of scarcity. 
These ideas are worthy of much more attention but 


of BioTEchNoioqy 



do not fit within the scope of the book. Fortu- 
nately, the suggested reading list complements the 
clarity and intelligence of this critical expose. 


Farmaggeddon is available at your local library or 
bookstore and sells for about $20 in paperback 
form. It is published by New Society Publishers. 



.Splicing Animal Geneticists 


continued from page 1 
After catching our breath we contin- 
ued marching back into downtown, 
where the entire march was eventually 
stopped and a mass arrest was made. 

The downtown marches weren't the 
only actions in the Twin Cities that 
weekend. Over in St. Paul on Sunday 
night Aventis Bio-Medical Services, the 
largest biotechnology corporation in the 
world, had radical slogans spray-painted 
on its building in solidarity with the 
ISAG protests. "While hundreds marched 
in downtown Minneapolis and engaged 
with the cops, we chose to strike where 
they least expected. We urge others to 
take action against this company and 
industry." (from the communique) 

Another solidarity message came from 
the underground on July 31, when the 
Dusty Desperados trashed five acres of 
GE canola in eastern Washington state. 
In their communique, they sent "soli- 
darity to our fellow bandits who re- 
cently had their houses raided [see ar- 
ticle on page 22] and bodies beaten 
during protests against the International 
Society of Animal Geneticists (ISAG) in 
Minneapolis, MN." 

Local corporate media coverage of 
the protests was predictably focused 
on the threat of "violence" by the 
"protesters," who they often charac- 
terized as "animal rights activists." In 
reality, most participants publicly 
spoke on this brave new world of bio- 
technology from a multi-issue perspec- 
tive, and there was no pre-ISAG sug- 
gestion of rioting on our part. The 
corporate media aided the local cops 
and FBI in propagandizing about a 
supposed "chemical weapons" scare 
on Monday afternoon, which turned 
out to be stink bombs. Before this 


important revelation was announced, 
the MPD was able to convince much 
of the public that hydrogen cyanide 
had been dropped at a McDonald's. 
The cops used it as an excuse to arrest 
one person randomly walking by the 
McDonald's, holding him for two days 
on "terrorist threats," only to release 
him with no charges. 

One of the most unique aspects of the 
anti-ISAG mobilization was the way we 
interacted with the corporate media. 
The ISAG "welcoming committee," an 
ad-hoc group of local opponents from a 
variety of groups, avoided the media 
until several days before the demon- 
strations, letting dozens of phone and 
email inquiries from reporters pile up. 
Local alternative media was prioritized 
including community radio and the 
local weeklies. This left the police with 
very little to go on for their planning, 
other than some radical rhetoric on our 
web site that apparently drove them to 
spend almost a million dollars on secu- 
rity for the ISAG conference. In the 
week before the protests, the big local 
story was about what we were going to 
do, and this led to several articles on 
why we don't trust the media, what 
exactly it was that we oppose, and why 
we had no interest in controlling 
peoples' tactics or choreographing thq 
marches. In a July 21 St. Paul Pioneer 
Press article, members of the welcom- 
ing committee said, "decentralized ac- 
tions allow protesters to be more cre- 
ative... We value people's autonomy, 
and we are not intending to dictate the 
way people protest." Later in the same 
article, key reasons for our opposition 
were summarized: "They say such engi- 
neering could damage ecologies, en- 
danger wildlife and create a nightmar- 


ish society in which corporations and marched against animal genetics, defied 
the government design and create hu- the police state and its inherent brutal- 
:i man beings.^ Protesters are addressing ity (and at times, pushed it back) and 
basic problems with modern society such showed incredible militancy despite 
as capitalism, industrialization and the being outnumbered almost 4-1. In a 
commercialization of life... A lot of us matter of a few weeks, animal genetics 
favor much more conservation-oriented and the "life sciences industry" itself 
solutions that have no profit motives, as became a major issue of contention in 
opposed to quick-fix, high-tech band- Minneapolis, evoking countless letters 
aid solutions that don't really address to local papers, commentaries on radio 
theroot causes of disease, starvation and programs and casual conversation at 
loss of biodiversity." local eateries. 

What was partly a matter of principle, Any time a government or corpora- 

and partly one of safety and security, tion is "mapping the genome" of a spe- 
proved to generate an intense amount cies, it means it is doing so to eventually 
of coverage overall of not only the eco- manipulate the genetic make-up of that 
logical and ethical issues around genetic species. Such manipulation is often jus- 
engineering, but also the connection tified as only one step beyond "conven- 
between opposition to capitalist exploi- tional breeding, " yet the intention is the 
tation and the militarization of the city, same, especially with animals, who have 
From the ISAG welcoming comm ittee no worth to scientists, corporations or 
press statement on July'24: "Just as the universities beyond their economic use. 
genetic scientists at thelSAG conference Genetic engineering is only one step 
dedicate their lives to exerting greater beyond conventional breeding, and we 
and deeper control over organisms for contend that even most "conventional 
the profit of agribusiness and pharma- breeding" is driven by both profit and an 
ceutical companies, the police have extreme disregard for the role of non- 
shown their dedication to exerting con- human animals in the interdependent 
trol over our demonstrations, to ensure web pf life. After conquering almost 
* that business as usual passes uriclisrupted. every mountain, forest, river and dis- 
The roles of law enforcement on the tinctive human community on Earth, 
streets and corporate science in the lab business elites are seeking new colonies 
are the same: eradicate individuality and to control and exploit. Factory and fur 
enforce the rules of capitalism that pass farming have already created waste and 
as common law. To ensure profits for a enslavement of wildlife. Now the mad 
few, these agents of the brave new world scientists are eager to offer GE animals to 
must replace biodiversity and cultural the market. 

survival with uniform production-ori- The runaway science of GE and the 
ented order. " deeply imbedded societal disconnection 

A lesson learned at ISAG: It's okay to from nature can no longer be ignored as 
be selective about which media to coop- long as we continue to confront the mad 
crate with and which to completely scientists and their government and in- 
ignore. And it is possible to make them dustry profiteers, 
come to us! _ ' For more information, contact the 

Although upwards of 80 people were Bioengineering Action Network, POB 
arrested over the two-day protest pe- 11331, Eugene, OR 97440; (541) 302- 
riod, the bottom line is that over 200 5020; ban@tao.ca; www.tao.ca/~ban. 
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To March and Fry in LA 

A Street Medic’s Report from the Democratic National Convention 


by Garth Kahl 

It was already 80 degrees in the shade. We Were 
standing in the sun wearing 40 pounds of gear and 
water, waiting for a bus in East Los Angeles to take 
us downtown on the first day of protests at the 
Democratic National Convention. Seeing our gear, 
a group of local kids asked us what we were doing. 
My partners and I explained that we were working 
as street medics during the week of protests. When 
the bus arrived and we started climbing aboard, 
one of the kids gave 
us the thumbs up 
and exclaimed, 

“Stay up!" 

"Stay up!" That 
could well have 
been the motto for 
surviving what the 
week had in store — 
a brutal police me- 
lee, dehydration, 
blisters and heat ex- 
haustion, miles of 
marching in the 
blazing sun and a 
war of attrition 
practiced by the uni- 
formed and under- 
cover cops against 
anyone isolated or in 
small groups. 

Monday evening 
found our team 
hesitating at the en- 
trance of the police-sanctioned "protest pit, " having 
spent a relatively uneventful day marching, treating 
blisters, reminding people to "hydrate or die" and 
distributing water and sunscreen. 

"It's a trap, " we all agreed. "There's only one way 
in and out, and the police can close that off any- 
time they want." 

"I really don't like this.” 

"Me either.. .Okay let's go in." 

We resignedly followed the crowd into the pit for 
the now-infamous concert by Rage Against 
the Machine. We positioned ourselves near 
the south end of the asphalt lot, close to a 
group of people who were masked up and 
looked like they might need medical help at 
some point. About halfway through the 
concert, folks started pushing and climbing 
the chain-link fence that separated the 
crowd from the phalanx of cops and other 
security guarding the delegates — including 
Hillary Clinton — that evening. A few people 
were hit with rubber bullets and chemical 
agents. We donned gas masks and began 
the work of washing people's eyes with 
water and removing the irritants from their 
skin, one of which included a mysterious 
white spray that induced nausea. The 
evening got darker. We treated more people. 
Sometime after the second band started 
playing, the police commandeered the stage 
and ordered people to disperse. The crowd 
slowly started thinning out, but the action 
near the fence continued. 

The police brought in a squadron of more 
than 50 mounted cavalry. They quickly 
formed a line along the south end of the lot 
and started pushing people back. As the 
crowd retreated through the two police- 
sanctioned exit routes, the mounted police sud- 
denly attacked at a full gallop. Pandemonium en- 
sued as people tried simultaneously to avoid being 
clubbed and trampled by the cops and trampled by 
the crowd. Several hundred people poured into a 
narrow corridor, one of the two "permitted" exit 
routes, only to be chased out again by a squadron of 
riot police on foot. As we were pulling back we saw 
somebody get clubbed, and two of our team ran to 
grab him. They scooped him up and started again 
toward the remaining exit with these 21st Century 
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black knights bearing down. As we huddled behind 
a lamp post to avoid being trampled by the crowd, 
the dazed patient collapsed again, right as two 
mounted cops bore down on us. One of my partners 
bent down to cover him up, yelling at the rider that 
we were medics and had an unconscious patient. 
The adrenaline-crazed cop swung his club down but 
miraculously stopped inches from my partner's head, 
having seen the red cross on her back. 

Still dragging our semi-conscious head injury, 
we followed the rest of the crowd out through a 


narrow police gauntlet into the street, only to be 
set upon with a fusillade of rubber bullets, con- 
cussion grenades and "bean bags" — so-called "less- 
lethal weapons." We saw a man who had been 
stepped on by a horse and was suffering internal 
bleeding. He was treated by two MDs and taken to 
the hospital. A prominent LA homeless activist 
was hit in the chest with a bean bag and later 
transported to the hospital with chest pains. As 
the police attacked and pushed the crowd, many 


people were hit, almost exclusively in the back, by 
rubber bullets. An Associated Press reporter was 
hit in the head. He later became the plaintiff in a 
lawsuit, brought by the American Civil Liberties 
Union, charging the police with deliberately tar- 
geting members of the press. 

While nothing later in the week matched Mon- 
day night for the level of police violence, the tone 
of heavy police intimidation continued. The 
crowds were relatively small, seldom numbering 
more than 4,000, not the tens of thousands who 


could authoritatively chant "Who's streets? Our 
streets!" as in Seattle. The police made a great 
show of having vast forces available, even when 
the crowd was small and quiet. They also targeted 
smaller groups of people, especially on the sub- 
ways. Riding to and from actions was best under- 
taken by groups of no fewer than 30, preferably 
with at least one radio and several legal observers. 
A large group of critical mass riders were arrested 
after being led into a trap by bike cops whom the 
cyclists supposed were merely "escorting" them. 

While national media may have largely ig- 
nored the events in LA, due in part to the wide 
range of issues being publicized — everything from 
fluoridation of water to protection of wetlands 
and an end to the bombing of Puerto Rico's 
Vieques island — the real value of the week's events 
was the networking and coalition building be- 
tween the racially and culturally different groups 
that came together to march and organize. If 
democracy in Seattle looked like a bunch of white 
folks, then democracy in LA looked much more 
Black, Latino and Asian. 

Wednesday saw thousands march to the Ram- 
part Police Precinct, where the LAPD's routine 
and sordid practices of frame-up and murder of 
African American and Latino youth has recently 
come to light. On Thursday a march for immi- 
-g. grant and workers' rights snaked through the 
| sweatshop garment district, where hundreds car- 
21 ried crosses bearing the names of those who 
5, have died trying to cross the US/Mexico border. 
| Workers in the factories, some visibly in tears, 
came to the windows, cheering and raising their 
fists as they waved the apparel they were sewing. 
In the streets below, thousands chanted to con- 
demn Immigration and Naturalization Service {La 
Migra ) and police brutality. "La chota, la Migra, la 
misma porqueria (misma pinche cosa)! " "The cops, 
the Migra the same filth (same fucking thing)!" 

In retrospect, my only tactical critique of the 
week has to do with a basic necessity: water. Future 
large convergence actions, especially in summer, 
need to make better plans for supplying water 
before, during and after marches. More than the 

effects of chemi- 
cal weapons or 
rubber bullets, 
what we medics 
treated the most 
was mild dehy- 
dration and heat 
exhaustion. It is 
simply not 
enough to have a 
few cases of 
bottled water on 
a sound truck 
(these went very 
quickly and were 
hard to distribute 
along the proces- 
sion) or attempt 
to have a truck of 
water meet up 
„ with the march 
| (one truck was 
? held by the police 
S and the water 
| confiscated). Wa- 
= ter needs to be 
supplied from a 
truck along with 
the march. I believe many of us, especially with 
back-country experience, expect that everybody 
will make their own plans for water-. The sad fact is 
that this doesn't work. People arrive at events 
already dehydrated, especially after a long day, and 
expecting them to march on is a recipe for disaster. 
At the beginning of one of the days' events I treated 
a man who had not drunk anything for nearly 24 
hours despite the intense heat. Simply put, the 
mantra, "hydrate or die!" cannot be given enough 
emphasis at these things. Stay up! 



Masking up and marching in the LA heat 



Attack of the giant, two-headed candidate 





PROTESTER* CO TOE TO TOE WITH PHILLT COP* 


It started pretty mellow with three days of lighthearted 
demonstrations based on daily themes, such as economic 
inequality or direct action, in the city hosting the Repub- 
lican National Convention. Then on August 1, the Day 
Against the Industrial Prison Complex, the death penalty 
and Mumia's imprisonment, anger erupted and a few 
thousand protesters stormed through Center City in Phila- 
delphia, Pennsylvania, battling police officers, chaining 
themselves together to block intersections, jumping on 
cars and throwing debris into the street. 

Police arrested 282 people. Three police officers were 
treated when an unknown substance was splashed in 
their eyes, and a fourth was hospitalized with head 
injuries after being hit with a bicycle. Twenty police cars 
were damaged. 

The tone of a day that began with calm speeches against 
the prison industrial complex suddenly grew tense around 
3 p.m. From all directions, demonstra- 
tors — dressed in styles ranging from clown 
costumes to all-black anarchist regalia — 
converged in the blocks around the or- 
nate city hall topped by a statue of the 
peace-loving Quaker William Penn. 

Most protesters were peaceful, if un- 
lawful, as they squatted in intersections, 
while others threw a red paint balloon at 
a jewelry store, daubed police cars with 
orange paint and tossed newspaper boxes This undercover 

at motorists. 

The most heated exchanges came when protesters began 
slashing the tires of police vehicles, dumping orange paint on 
some and spray painting obscenities on others. A short 
time later, police responded with batons. One officer, 
Lieutenant Brad Christy, jumped out of the car with his 
baton drawn and chased down a protester who punched 
him repeatedly in the face. The two fell to the ground, 
trading blows. Other protesters joined in the melee, 
punching the officer from behind. Several other officers 
immediately ran to the scene and nearly 15 fights broke 
out among protesters and police. At one point, Christy 
said he pulled his gun out of its holster "because he felt 
someone pulling on it." "Oh my God. Don't hit me. Oh 


my God. I need some help over here," he yelled as he 
tried to fight off three protesters in the street. Many wore 
black bandannas, torn shirts and ski masks over their 
faces and were dressed in black or camouflage. Several 
officers appeared to suffer minor injuries, and several 
protesters were struck in the head and chest with batons. 
Eventually, about 100 police officers on bicycles stormed 
into the area chasing 150 protesters up Benjamin Franklin 
Parkway. Some protesters were arrested. 

As the downtown scenes played out on television, 
police raided a West Philadelphia warehouse that had 
been a gathering place and puppet-making forum for 
protesters. After obtaining a search warrant, police ar- 
rested 70 people and crushed everything — puppets, tools 
and personal belongings — in the trash compactor out- 
side. Police said they were looking for equipment in- 
tended to be used to block traffic. The impact of crushing 
the puppets was far from symbolic. 
Without the visual representations of 
the core issues behind the protests, ac- 
tivists were left in the streets with no 
clear message to display to the columns 
of blue, the stampede of Party animals, 
s or the shock-driven eyes of the media. It 
| was what you could call a message mas- 
g sacre, leaving demonstrators cold and 
n frightened by the massive display of 
cop was seen assisting force — 7,000 officers made Philly look 
police at a lockdown, like a state under siege — and made us 
unable to bring concerns anywhere near the well guarded 
castles housing the Republican Party. 

As the Republican National Convention left town, 
more than 450 women and men remained in jail, their 
bails ranging from $6,000 to $30,000. They were slowly 
being processed, and reports are still being received of 
brutality against them, including isolation of people sus- 
pected of being organizers, beatings and denial of needed 
medication. Seven witnesses saw one woman dragged by 
jailers naked and bleeding. 

Two people, including Ruckus Society organizer John Sell- 
ers, were accused of being masterminds of the marches and 


were initially held on bails of $1 million. 
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Reflecting 


Year’s Mass Actions 


continued from page 3 an( j ma ]< 
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tjdf Tife ai- j y ar|alysis-evolution" is the cycle. Tac- 
te|s ctin be |t||s like black bloc defense of 
Pmowdia^ J^ykdowns and "clown blocs" show 
na^?ill be «tHat this is happening in pockets, 
akejplacb. Lif||wise, remote actions in conjunc- 
l/A, this ,wl be ^ tiomwith a mass action definitely 
| climaf^oi cur- 1 show, promise. Untried actions on 
this’lhore, like the colorful masks 
^qg daiown.that , provilpd and unannounced targets 
wqffidtac- of Junl-18, 1999, in London, are still 
»lo de- | possibilities. And maybe our sisters 
o^^zihj : "and brottters gathering in Prague will 
>re mhhihg help us ^rjpw. Certainly the level of 
to ||M®[ stk^i^p^sion suggests that the 

toinfiltra- powerful have taken us seriously, 
entonout- Perhaps surprises bigger than N30 
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Rainforest People Emerge 
After 100 Years to Protest 

An indigenous Brazilian tribe, thought 
to have been extinct for nearly a century, 
has emerged from one of the most re- 
mote areas of the Amazon rainforest to 
protest the creation of a national park on 
their land. 

The Naua, once the most populous 
indigenous people in the region, were 
believed to have died out in the 1920s. 
However, government engineers plan- 
ning a new national park in the Acre 
region came across the remaining 250 or 
so members of the Naua tribe while 
making a survey of the mountain range 
where they live. The government's Na- 
tional Indian Foundation (NIF) was called 
in to make an identification. They were 
able to converse because the vast major- 
ity of the Naua spoke Portuguese — the 
language of Brazil— -leamt through ex- 
tensive contact with whites. 

"They are definitely authentic Naua, 
and they are entitled to be treated as j 
indigenous people and as such must 
have their rights respected," said Anto- 
nio Pereira Neto, spokesman for the NIF. 
"They told us that they didn't want to 
leave their land because they had always 
been there." 

The last definite sighting of the tribe 
was in 1906, when a newspaper in 
Acre published an article headlined: 
"Last Naua woman marries." Anthro- 
pologists believed that the woman had 
children but that her line died out 
some 15 years later. 

Since then, the surviving members of 
the tribe are believed to have worked 
primarily as rubber tappers in a remote 
jungle region on the Peruvian border, 
and through this lost most of their cul- 
tural traditions, including their language. 

The NIF is planning to launch a claim 
for a Naua reservation. Under Brazilian 
law, all indigenous people are entitled to 
demarcated land in their traditional ar- 
eas. But if their land were to be desig- 
nated a national park, the tribe could be 
forcibly moved to another region be- 
cause humans are prohibited from living 
in such environmentally sensitive areas. 

Top Retailers to Ban Old- 
Growth Wood 

Following pressure from forest activ- 
ists and consumers, two major home- 
improvement retail chains — Lowe's 
Companies, Inc. and 84 Lumber— an- 
nounced plans in August to phase out 
wood from endangered forests. 

84 Lumber is currently a major pur- 
chaser of wood from BritishColumbia's 
Great Bear Rainforest and also sells 
redwood from endangered forests in 
California. Under the company's new 
commlfrnent, wood sales from these 
areas wlli be phased out. 

Lowe's announced a five-point strat- 
egy that includes an immediate ban on 
wood from the Great Bear Rainforest, 
an aggressive phase-out of wood from 
endangered forests; a purchasing pref- 
erence for wood that is independently, 
certified by the Forest Stewardship 
Council as coming from well-managed 
forests and a commitment to engage 
j with suppliers to improve logging prac- 
tices and maintain native forests^ ?! -i 

With seven of the top 10 Dorlt-Your- 
self retail chains announcing similar 
phase-outs in recent months, Rainforest 
Action Network's old-growth campaign 
director Mike Brune said, "Consumers' 
concern for forests is leading retailers 
to change what they will and will not 
sell. As a result, the marketplace is 
quickly losing interest in old-growth 
tsyddd. This means. that industry strag- 
glers like Boise Cascade and Canada's 
International Forest Products must 
catch up or be le 
quickly changing 
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Dear SFI3... I Just Can’t Seem To 


continued from page 3 

Dear SFB, 

Every little bit we do to the 
Earth hastens her untimely de- 
mise. Making our own end all the 
swifter and more terrible; decreas- 
ing the chances that this soul- 
fully beautiful world will ever re- 
cover and return to her ancient 
glory. For every poison left be- 
hind, every part of her destroyed 
whether for a car or a cement 
plant further diminishes the hope 
that simple life forms and or the 
elements of life will survive and 
combine once again into the 
splendor of a living world. Now 
more then ever, everything • 

we do and abstain from 
may spell the difference 
between death and the 
eventual revival of the 
Earth from a death like 
state, ages after the col- 
lapse of the ozone layer, 
which will all be gone in 
no more than a few more 
years. What have you got 
to lose? 

— UNSIGNED 


and Restoration Act (NFRPA) has 
91 cosponsors in the US House of 
Representatives and would end 
commercial logging on federal 
lands. The Northern Rockies Eco- 
system Protection Act has 106 
cosponsors in the House and 
would designate as wilderness vast 
expanses of old growth. In fact, a 
good reason to protest A1 Gore 
would be to ask why the author of 
Earth in the Balance has never sup- 
ported either of these excellent 
pieces of legislation . Certainly old 
growth is not discussed in Con- 
gress nearly as much as it should 
be and rarely in relation to other 


Attention Y’all 


Hello EF! folks, 

I'm subscribing for my 
sister and also re-subscrib- 
ing for myself. 

I'm a little dismayed by 
your "Hello New Sub- 
scriber" letter that I just 
received, not only because 
it's a thinly veiled renewal 
notice. I read in the primer 
information that you only 
let people know that it is 
time to renew by placing a 
black check mark by my 
address. I prefer that idea 
to inundating me with renewal 
notices, like every corporate maga- 
zine does. I subscribed to the EF! 
Journal without coercion. I don't 
need to be coerced into renewing! 

Secondly, this letter is one big 
piece of marketing bullshit! Mar- 
keting is the root of all evil in 
modern society. Please, don't be 
like all the megacorporations, treat- 
ing your readers as consumers. 

Thirdly, what's up with the 
"non-profit org." status? I read 
previously in your information 
that you would not consider go- 
ing non-profit! Is saving a few 
cents on stamps worth giving in 
to The Man? 

All in all, I really like the Jour- 
nal and its content, or I would 
not be renewing. But no more 
marketing! 

— Ken Hermer 

Ed. Note: Watch it or we'll put 
you on our real junk mail list like the 
rest of the readers that complain. Or 
if you can help us keep our subscrib- 
ers for more than one year, maybe 
we won't have to send renewal no- 
tices. As far as being a non-profit 
organization, you should have com- 
plained 10 years ago. 

-JL 

Dear SFB, 

As a member of the editorial 
collective for the last issue of the 
EFIJ (Lugnasadh 2000), I had some 
issues with the op-ed piece "Tac- 
tical Decision, or Why LA Will be 
Significant Enough for You to 
Come Down From Your Tree for a 
Week" by Warcry. 

Primarily, the assertion that 
"the words old growth aren't even 
mentioned in Congressional de- 
bates" is an inaccurate statement. 
The National Forest Protection 



Infiltrator/Thief 


environmental crises such as glo- 
bal warming. 

Warcry 's claim that the "Black 
Bloc and burning barricades... 
were pivotal in shutting down 
the WTO" is debatable. The hu- 
man chain that blocked delegates 
from the conference shut down 
the WTO before a single window 
was broken, although the Black 
Bloc certainly had a lot to do with 
the media coverage of the WTO 
protests. I'm sure there are many 
viewpoints on this. 

— Aaron Coffin 

Dear Shit fer Brainz, 

We can't believe this has not 
been said before, but if John 
Glass, Turquoise, Rew Stines, Ja- 
son Hammel, David Farquar or 
whatever iftme he goes by these 
days dares to show up at any 
campaign or gathering, he will 
get his ass beat by a bunch of 
non-pacifist EFlers. 

For those who don't know, this 
is the yahoo that shows up, steals 
money from trusting activists and 
- then gets out of town before any- 
one figures it out. It's happened 
many times, and this idiot just 
keeps showing up at events like 
the Santa Cruz EF! action camp 
and the DNC in LA. 

Just to make sure you under- 
stand, not all EFlers are nonvio- 
lent. Show your face and you find 
out the hard way. 

— Bonnie and Doc 


& »: 


Dear Shit for Brains, 

It is really great to get the Earth 
First! Journal and to read about 
all of the people out there doing 
their part to save the planet. I 
really must commend you for 
your open-mindedness in print- 
ing articles that express such di- 
verse viewpoints. To do other- 
wise would limit your scope and 
your target audience which 
would only harm the movement. 
I see where a lot of folks (backseat 
editors) bitch about that, but 
then again, who's doing any- 
thing better, right? 

I am a prisoner here in Texas, 
but even though 
my body is con- 
fined, my spirit 
soars free with all 
the radical activists 
out there as I read 
each and every ar- 
ticle. The Earth 
First! Journal has re- 
ally opened my 
eyes to many issues 
of which I was un- 
aware. Surely it 
must be doing the 
same for others, so 
you guys are doing 
a good job getting 
the word out. 

If it is possible 
maybe you can 
print this letter for 
me, and any of 
your readers who 
publish newspa- 
pers or books can 
shoot me some 
copies, or maybe 
even a letter or 
two. I am inter- 
ested in env ironmentalism, the 
punk and anarchy scene, and radi- 
cal/activist type shit in general. It 
would be really cool to hear from 
some like-minded people. 

Keep up the good work. 

— Curt Smith #589526 
Hughs Unit, Rt. 2, Box 4400 
Gatesville, Texas 76597 

Dear Earth First! 

As an environmental publica- 
tion, Earth First! should include 
all living organisms including the 
animal kingdom. Humans are 
both pro and con when it comes 
to nature. Today, more than ever, 
the growing youth of this coun- 
try find a need to voice their views 
more than ever before. 

The fact that Earth First! pre- 
sents the calamities of nature, 
proves that it is concerned with 
our environment, and it is in- 
volved with sound journalism. 
All controversy should be weighed 
by both sides. 

The protection of animals 
should be a vital concern for Earth 
First! The men or women who 
have a moral conscience recog- 
nize the animal's awareness of 
pleasure and pain and the will to 
go on living which is the same as 
in humans. 

Unfortunately, hunting is the 
American tradition. It is the mas- 
culine image ploy where the gun 
represents masculine aggressive- 
ness. It takes a certain amount of 
sadism to enjoy the death throes 
of a dying animal. The hunters 
say that a dead deer will never die 
of starvation. This is a fallacy. A 
dead deer will never leap over a 
ridge nor scuttle over a hillside 
nor engage with its mate. 

There is too much manipula- 
tion of the ecosystem by human 


control. Trees should be left stand- 
ing and waters should be left 
alone. The environmentalists who 
want to save our forests aspire to 
be an awesome mission, and they 
are societies' most noble. Those 
who want to spare our animals 
have a moral conscience. They 
too should be praised, and they 
are true environmentalists. By 
saving our animals and our envi- 
ronment, these individuals are 
the salt of the Earth and an honor 
to mankind. 

Sincerely, 

— Flo Levine 


EF! 

I am writing because I am very 
concerned with the way people 
think that just because we are 
living in a time where it is trendy 
to be "Earth conscience" that ev- 
erything is all right. That is just 
the mentality corporate scum 
profit from. The businesses that 
are killing Mother Earth not only 
go on unstopped with their 
slaughter, but they profit even 
further by selling our society this 
shit that makes people think 
they're doing their share to help 
Mother Earth. Buying into being 
nonactive is all people are doing, 
and people not being active is 
how this all got so out of hand. 

So, basically, I'm writing to find 
out how I can become active, both 
now and when I get out in De- 
cember. I'm finally gonna do my 
share, with or with out help. I'm 
just hoping you kind people will 
point me in a good direction and 
maybe hook me up with an Earth 
First! newsletter. I'll be much ap- 
preciative. 

Thank you in more ways 

than one, 

— Bryan Grimmett, #774468 
Cascade Unit, POB 37 
Cedar Creek Correctional Center 

Little Rock, Washington 98556 

Howdy EFlers, 

I must admit that I'm not quite 
sure why John Zerzan chose to 
take a cheap shot at the Wobblies 
(Industrial Workers of the World) 
in your Lughnasadh issue Dear 
SFBs... but he did, and I thought 
I'd reply. Zerzan mentioned that 
it is "the height of incoherence 
for the Wobblies to present them- 
selves as opposed to the ever- 
encroaching cancer of technol- 
ogy and capital — they are the 'In- 
dustrial' 'Workers,' after all — as if 
industrialism and wage labor are 
acceptable givens." Zerzan also, 
inexplicably, seemed to lump the 
Wobblies in with some undefined 
group of Marxists that he felt the 
need to criticize. 

I wanted to ask the many sup- 
porters of EF! not to judge the 
IWW based on Zerzan's words 
because, well, he doesn't have 
any idea what the hell he's talk- 
ing about. 

Several points that Zerzan might 
wish to grasp before his next bit of 
un-constructive criticism: 

1.) The term Industrial in the 
IWW's title refers to the method 
of union'agitation that the IWW 
uses. In the early part of this cen- 
tury the IWW swept across North 
America by organizing poor un- 
skilled workers, hobos, and mi- 
grant labor. The Wobblies orga- 
nized "industrial" unions consist- 
ing of all workers in a given field. 
"Trade" unions, such as the cor- 
rupt AFL, organized only the 
"skilled" better paid jobs, creat- 


ing "trade" unions rather than 
"industrial" unions. The Wobblies 
organized everyone in the whole 
"industry." The term has abso- 
lutely nothing to do with an en- 
dorsement of industrialization. 

Zerzan is clearly either unfa- 
miliar with his history, or sloppy 
in his eagerness to judge others' 
efforts as failing his radical pu- 
rity test. 

2. ) The Wobblies calling them- 
selves "workers" is not an en- 
dorsement of work. It is an ac- 
knowledgment of the fact that 
most of us, at one time or an- 
other, have to work for a boss to 
eat, pay rent and pay for other 
sellout stuff, like health care. The 
IWW is opposed to wasting 
peoples time with unnecessary 
and destructive work. 

3. ) The IWW is not Marxist or 
Anarchist or supportive of any 
political party. Wobblies are not 
interested in telling people what 
to think, we are only interested in 
ending the economic exploita- 
tion of people and the Earth. 

To recycle Zerzan's words, it is 
the height of incoherence to at- 
tack the IWW as being for capital 
and for work. Thousands of mem- 
bers of the IWW gave their lives 
or freedom, long before Zerzan 
was born, fighting to end capital- 
ism and, to quote the preamble to 
the Wobblies constitution, "abol- 
ish the wage system and live in 
harmony with the Earth." 

We need to be building alli- 
ances, not undercutting them 
with lame, ignorant attacks. 

— Tristan Mas at 
IWW member 


The response to the "discov- 
ery," apparently some 10 years 
after the fact, of the brown spruce 
longhorn beetle in Point Pleasant 
Park will be a defining moment 
for the environmental movement 
in this province. From here in 
rural Pictou County, where the 
environmental vandalism of the 
industrial forestry model sur- 
rounds me, I see this "new" beetle 
and the predictable official re- 
sponse to it, as marking the entry 
of the industrial forestry model 
into metropolitan Halifax. 

This model is geared to a world- 
wide market, is continually ex- 
panding so that there are never 
enough trees, and has no place 
for insects which feed upon the 
desired trees, for wild fires or for 
wildlife which does not fit into 
industrial tree production. Nor is 
there a place for the many people 
like myself, who do not confuse 
tree plantations with the beauty 
and the diversity of the Acadian 
forest, and which is daily being 
destroyed before everyone's eyes. 
From the viewpoint of the forest 
industry, every tree is spoken for. 
Point Pleasant Park is being seen, 
not as a people's park, but as a 
sacrificial zone to the industrial 
forestry model, just like the places 
where rural people live. It is out- 
moded to argue about keeping 
out "exotics" like this newly ar- 
rived beetle, in a globally interre- 
lated world. (Are humans not also 
"exotics" to this area, since our 
origins are in Africa?) 

I keep wondering where all the 
Halifax "environmentalists" are 
in this media beetle hysteria, those 
who hang out at EAC, the Sierra 
Club and the biology department 
at Dal. Two people have been 
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featured quite a lot: Bill Freed- 
man, a so-called forest ecologist 
who was calling for leveling ev- 
erything in the park, is chairman 
of the biology department at Dal, 
and seems to identify with the 
forest industry; and Eric 
Georgeson, the provincial ento- 
mologist, who seems to defend 
every spraying program— biologi- 
cal and chemical — that the forest 
industry demands. The Canadian 
Food Inspection Agency, the fed- 
eral agency which is spearhead- 
ing the tree removal line, is the 
same agency that is imposing ur- 
ban Btk spraying in Vancouver 
and Victoria to "protect" exports 
of lumber into the US. 

I am glad to see some opposi- 
tion coming up, but the stand 
taken by the- so-called environ- 
mentalists in Metro, who are ei- 
ther keeping their mouths shut 
or siding with the predictable 
calls of the forestry industry, is 
quite revealing. There is noth- 
ing like a real issue to show where 
we all stand. 

This beetle is part of the price 
of globalization, yet the boosters 
do not want to pay the price. The 
industrial forestry model has no 
room for tree-eating insects — old 
or new, and overcutting is the 
norm. The beetles have been 
there for some time. Logs, with 
presumably beetles on board, 
have been shipped to saw mills 
rather than letting them decom- 
pose, and the beetles can fly 
many kilometers. 

It is amazing to me how an 
important urban park which is so 

vital to many people, can just be 

written off because the forest in- 
dustry demands this. There 
should be no cutting or tree re- 
moval and we should all come to 
appreciate a new insect in the 
park and what this will mean to 
the local ecology. 

Let the trees stand and fall when 
they want. People should be pre- 
pared with their bodies to stand 
with the trees against the levelers. 

— David Orton 
Green Web 

Dear SFB, 

I had an experience Monday 
(June 6) to which I will never 
forget. I was witness to a won- 
drous sight as I was driving my 
children to school on my normal 
route. I was stopped quite sud- 
denly by a huge black bear. I drive 
a little Geo Tracker, and she was 
longer than my car... I was quite 
awestruck! I do live in a very deso- 
late area, and this place is heaven. 
Lots of forests, streams and wild- 
life but rarely do we get to see the 
larger, more seasoned creatures, 
especially on a highway. I am 
quite fortunate, well at least I 
thought so, until I had realized 
how old this bear was and how 
lucky it is to live this long on this 
Earth. Should 1 have not been out 
at 9:30 in the morning, I may not 
have been so lucky. 

Olympic Resource Manage- 
ment has been using herbicide to 
control the wild foliage here. Ap- 
parently it isn't supposed to harm 
the wildlife nor affect the larger 
trees so much it is to control the 
smaller growth. But then there's 
the blossoms that the local wild- 
life here survives upon. It's the 
essence of the entire life cycle 
here. The DNR actually endorses 
this action. If you were to look 
into the herbicide you will find 


that Accord/Oust has very much 
the same make -up as the Agent 
Orange that was used in Viet- 
nam. They spray this from heli- 
copters and claim that it is tar- 
geted toward only this certain 
area, but us locals know better. 
We have the proof in our own 
yards. Argon is another chemical 
that is used in this stuff, and there 
have been several times where 
unexplained occurrences have 
happened that the fish have died 
out. There is a salmon reclama- 
tion project that has been im- 
proving the salmon streams here, 
but since the chemical has been 
dropped there have been no 
salmon running. (I have a stream 
on my own property.) 

Please help! There is so much at 
stake and so much to lose. I am 
saddened that the very Depart- 
ment of Wildlife and Fisheries 
endorses this. Are they not sup- 
posed to help save the local for- 
est, the wildlife and preservation? 
Why is this chemical allowed to 
be sprayed by helicopter? We are 
making the wildlife attack, noth- 
ing else is and I think it is much 
deserved because the lack of com- 
mon sense and respect we should 
give to our ecosystem here that 
Pope Talbot/ Olympic Resource is 
doing its best to kill off... 

Help! Not for me but for the 
wildlife I so luckily got to see. 
Please do not let what the bear 
did not say to me go unheard. She 
did not try to attack me. She did 
not approach me. She just looked 
into my car from only eight feet 
away, completely lost and search- 
ing for something. I hope she gets 

it all back. All she wants is a home 
with food. That's all, not just for 
the local wildlife but also for our 
pet's too! Several of the dogs 
around here that belong to the 
locals have suddenly got "lumps" 
from running around the areas 
that have the herbicide. My own 
dog has recently come up with a 
lump, and he's healthy, well cared 
for and loved. There will be more 
lumps on him as all the dogs here 
have had this happen (cancer ya 
think?). 

— Serena Twogood 
Belfair, Washington , 

Hi, 

My name is Timber. I live on 
the Oregon coast and have no- 
ticed for the last few years the 
logging companies burn the slash 
piles during the summer months. 
Particularly aggravating is the fact 
that it is usually done on sunny 
days. The result of this is a totally 
ruined day. An ugly orange hue 
hangs over head and blankets the 
sky. Everything turns an orange 
color. I get really pissed when I'm 
out surfing during this time, and 
they start up the burning. We get 
few days during the summer when 
the Northwest winds aren't beat- 
ing the hell out of us. Dealing 
with nature doing her thing is 
cool, but when these guys do this, 
it is foul. 1 would like to have 
some help in getting this stopped 
permanently. Phoning the log- 
ging companies does no good, 
nor the great land baron's Geor- 



gia Pacific and Boise Cascade. 
They have concocted reasons why 
they do this! Please let me know, 
if you can, what course of action 
I can take. Thank you, keep up 
the great work. 

— Timber 
timber1@teleport.com 

Dear SFB, 

Now that the bruises and chig- 
ger bites have healed and my boots 
are dry, I would like to thank the 
rest of the Katuah committee for 
putting on a kick-ass 
RRRendezvous. Ya'll sure know 
how to throw a memorable 
party — so memorable that we are 
still talkin' like ya'll. 

What I am writing about is the 
Forest Service's permit process. 
The EF! movement has debated 
whether or not to get a permit for 
our gatherings, and the conclu- 
sion we have come to is to leave 
the decision to each individual 
RRR committee and to support 
their decision. I have been in- 
volved in quite a few of these 
debates, and I discussed it with 
the Katuah crew before and after 
the decision to sign this year. So, 
I have heard about every argu- 
ment for signing or not signing. 

I think it is time for the move- 
ment to make the policy decision 
to never sign a permit for a gather- 
ing on public land (a.k.a. free- 
dom of assembly). 

Brian Michaels was my attor- 
ney in regards to the Oregon ren- 


of signing a permit. But knowing 
how long this movement takes to 
make a decision, I think we should 
open up the discussion again. 

— Jim "We don't need no stinkin' 
permits" Flynn 

Dear cranium filled with shit, 

I support moving the EF!f if it is 
for the purpose changing the scen- 
ery, so to speak. I also feel the 
journal should be moved every 
five years, much like a term limit. 
However I do not agree with mov- 
ing the Journal for the reason of 
expanding our ranks. I think what 
makes the EF! movement differ- 
ent from other environmental 
groups is that thfe people in the 
EF! movement really give a shit 
about changing things for the 
better and are willing to sacrifice 
for that change. For me, nobody 
sought me out to join EF! I sought 
out the movement on my own. 
The SUV club (aka Sierra Club) 
actively recruits anyone, and that 
is why they are a bunch of 
capitulators. When I'm standing 
on the battle lines I want the 
person standing next to me to be 
a volunteer not a recruit. 

— Bad Brad 

Hello all! 

Just found your website. 
Thought you might be interested 
in adding a link or notice of our 
website www.earthspeak.org. It 
describes the very toxic situa- 
tion in Willits, California, 
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dezvous permit/citation case (see 
"Beware of Permits," Beltane 
2000). Brian, has also been the 
lead attorney for the Rainbow 
Family of Living Light, including 
John "Rainbow Leader" Johnson, 
and their struggle to stop the For- 
est Service's unconstitutional 
practice of requiring permits. 
Brian, and the entire rainbow fam- 
ily, wonder why EF! ever signs 
permits. They never sign and 
would like us also to make the 
decision to never sign. 

The legal argument that Brian 
uses (which I think is solid) is that 
EF! is not an organization with 
members, board members or even 
staff. Therefore, no one can le- 
gally sign a permit as a represen- 
tative of Earth First!. 

I happen to know that the 2001 
RRR committee has no intention 


former home of Judi Bari. In 
fact, the Remco plant is prob- 
ably responsible for Judi's can- 
cer, along with a lot of other 
people in Willits. Our son died 
after drinking two sips of creek 
water in 1997. We found court 
documents about the contami- 
nation by hexavalent chromium 
(like in Erin Brockovich) and 
other toxics (volatile organics, 
degreasers and cleaners) in five 
underground tanks going into 
the groundwater. Also, Judi 
Bari's ex, Mike Sweeney, worked 
for the Mendo solid waste man- 
agement authority and' must 
have known about Remco. 

Anyway, this chromium is ex- 
tremely toxic. It's like asbestos in 
the air, and it has been spread all 
over Willits since at least the 60s. 
Attorney Ed Masry and Erin 


Brockovich recently appeared in 
Willits, telling residents the lev- 
els of contamination are the high- 
est they have seen in the whole 
country! Anyone who may be af- 
fected should contact Masry(818) 
991-8900 and fill out a question- 
naire. Do it immediately — statute 
is running! I will send an article as 
soon as I can compose it. 

Take care, 

— Leslie Scales 
earthspeak@mindspring .com 

Dear shitstains, 

First, a big shoutout to the 
Green Anarchists and their fan- 
tastic blankwall. It's nice to see 
someone out West is thinking. 
Anyway, just a few quick points 
about outreach and movement 
building. It seems like whenever 
the lack of diversity in radical 
eco-circles is brought up, some- 
one has a hissy fit. Okay, then, 
please take a deep breath and 
hear me out. There are a lot of us 
radical ecologists out there who 
are already working to expand 
the ranks of the movement by 
doing environmental justice 
work and urban/rural organiz- 
ing. This in no way "compro- 
mises" our quest for freedom, 
but instead helps us to see how 
much we actually have in com- 
mon with people who do not tag 
themselves "anarchist" or "deep 
ecologist" but just want to live 
on this planet without all the 
capitalist bullshit and have some 
clean air, water, food and decent 
shelter. And doing this work is 
not easy because for every cool 
person out there, there are 10 
morons who want to continue 
this death march without a 
thought toward posterity or the 
biosphere. 

But that's okay, because we are 
working with the folks who see 
things like us, no matter who 
they are and where they come 
from. And if you don't know that 
some of the staunchest environ- 
mental activists are just normal 
working people who are living in 
the shithole day to day and then 
love it when us crusty radicals 
work in solidarity with them to 
help protect their health and 
communities, well now you 
know. A movement is only as 
strong as it is both broad and 
deep. Anyone who doubts this is 
welcome to come to NYC or Philly 
and hang out with the locals at a 
community garden or do some 
door-to-door organizing, and you 
may be pleasantly surprised that 
there are quite a few Earth war- 
riors and enemies of industrial- 
ism out there. You could also 
read up on Black, Latino and 
working class history to see that 
this is not an anomaly. 

And as for all you pathological 
pacifists who cringe at the men- 
tion of black bloc, I saw circle-A 
graffiti all over the Boogie-down 
Bronx, so obviously the message is 
getting out. Keep on keepin' on. 

—Errol Schweizer 

P.S. Read Almanac of the Dead 
by Leslie Marmon Silko. 
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Spirit of Freedom is Earth Liberation Prisoner's on-line newsletter. View it at 
www.geocities.com/earthlibprisoner. To contact Spirit of Freedom, email 
earthlibprisoner@hotmail.com. 


Earth liberation 

•Darren Murray, FM 4729, HM Prison, Chelmsford Springfield Road, 
Chelmsford, Essex, CM2 6LQ, England. Darren was an activist from the 
Golden Cross protest camp, set up to oppose the destruction or woodland 
to make way for luxury homes. The camp was evicted on May 12. He was 
arrested during the evictions and is now in HM Prison Chelmsford. 

•Ted Kaczynski, #04475-046, POB 8500, Florence, CO 81226-8500. 

•Wiebo A. Ludwig, Grand Cache Institution, Bag 4000, Grand Cache, 
Alberta, TOE 0Y0, Canada. 

•Jeffrey Luers (Free) #1306729 and Criag Marshall (Critter) #1340996, both at 
101 W 5th Street, Eugene, OR 97401. Both are awaiting trial on arson charges. 

June 18 

•Robert Thaxton #12112716, OSP, 2605 State St., Salem, OR 97310, 

USA (six years). 

•Kuldip Bajwa (DN7230), HMP Brixton, Jebb Avenue, Brixton, London, 
SW2 5XF, England (21 months). 

•Sean Brown, BP5610, HMYOI Ashfield, Sherwood Road, 

Pucklechurch, Bristol, BS16 9LY, England (12 months). 

•Jeff Booker, DN7071, Elmley Eastchurch, Sheerness, ME 12 40Z, 

England (21 months). 

•Stuart Tokam, DN7072, HMP Brixton, Jebb Ave, London, SW2 
5XF, England (12 months). 

•Thomas Wall, FF4431, HMP Belmarsh, Western Way, Thamesmead, 
London, SE28 OEB, England (18 months). 

•Jon Barnett, FB5538, HMYOI, Bedfont Rd, Feltham,TW13 4ND, 

England (six months). 

Animal liberation 


National Fore^-f" 

CoY[VesY&\ov\ 
OcAobe-r 12-15) 2000 
THni-hj Mountain fcanoti 
6ladc ft a Me, Colorado 

A gathering of people dedicated 
to protecting and restoring the 
inegrity of our nation's forests and 
public lands. 

Join grassroots activists from 
accross the nation as we build on 
the permanent protection of out 
national forests from commercial 
exploitation. The purpose of the 
National Forest Protecton Alliance's 
annual convention is to review and 
revise the strategy to end commer- 
cial loggin and exploitaion of 
America's national forests. 

For more information contact Na- 
tional Forest Protection Alliance, POB 
8264, Missoula, MT 59807; (406) 542- 
7565; www.forestadvocate.com. 


LIVE RENT-FREE, WORLDWIDE^ 



•Justin Samuel — UPDATE! If Justin pleads guilty to a few 
misdemeanors, receives a sentence of time served PLUS restitution, and 
one year of supervision (provided by his mom), he will be released soon. 
•Aaron Rudra, PB 43, 5726 Vaksdal, Norway. Sentenced to 10 

months for an arson attack against a slaughterhouse in Bergen, 

•Barry Horne, VC2141, HMP Belmarsh, Western Way, Thamesmead, 
London, SE28 OEB, England. Serving 18 years for various anti-vivisection 
arsons and attempted arsons. 

•Darren Cole, FN4694, HMP Blakenhurst, Howell Lane, Redditch, Worcs, 
BN7 6QS, England. On remand for an anti-live exports bomb hoax at 
Dover Docks. 

•Mel Broughton, DJ8216, HMP The Mount, Molyneaux Ave, Bovingdon, 
Hemel Hempstead, Herts, HP3 ONZ, England. Sentenced to four years 
imprisonment for conspiracy to cause explosions. 

•Tony Humphries. AP7965, HMP Swaleside, Brabazon Rd, Eastchurch, 
Sheerness, Kent, ME12 4DZ, UK. Sentenced to seven years for conspiracy 
to cause explosions plus two years concurrent for possession of explosives. 

MOVE 

Move is an eco-revolutionary group whose members have been persecuted 
by the Philadelphia police throughout their existence, culminating in the 
police firebombing their commune in 1985. 

•Debbie Simms Africa (006307), Janet Holloway Africa (006308) and 
Janine Philips Africa (006309) all at SCI Cambridge Springs, 451 
Fullerton Avenue, Cambridge Springs, PA 16403-1238. 

•Michael Davis Africa (AM4973) and Charles Simms Africa (AM4975), 
both at SCI Grateford, POB 244, Grateford, PA 19426-0244. 

•Edward Goodman Africa (AM4974), SCI Camp Hill, PA 17011-0200. 
•William Philips Africa (AM4984) and Delbert Orr Africa (AM4985) 
both at SCI Dallas, Drawer K, Dallas, PA 18612. 

•Mumia Abu-Jamal, (AM8335), SCI Greene, 1040 East R. Furman 
Highway, Waynesburg, PA 15370-8090. 


Green Anarchy #2 

This issue covers the Battle in the City of Brotherly 
Love, the LA story, anarchy from around the world, 
the greening of anarchism, sustainable revolu- 
tion and John Zerzan on transition. Plus the 
latest news from ecodefense, animal libera- 
tion, community resistance and prisoner news 
from here and around the world. Recom- 
mended for all Greens and Anarchists. 

Number 3 out January 1, 2001. 

Only $2 per issue or $10/5 issue subscription 
from POB 11331, Eugene, OR 97440, U$A. 



The Caretaker Gazette is for 
those who would like to live rent- 
free a nd caretake properties 
worldwide. Published since 1983, 
subscribers receive 600+ property 
caretaking opportunities each year. 
Subscriptions are only $27/year. The 
Caretaker Gazette, Box 5887-EF, 
Carefree, AZ 85377. (408)488-1970. 
or browse www.caretaker.com 
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• • •••Sixth Annual* • • • • 
••Buckeye Gathering* • 

September 29 through October 1 
Camp Geneva Hills, Ohio 
Featuring: Keynote speaker Robin 
Smith, Music (Donna Mogavero, 
Matt Peters and Danny Dolinger), 
panel on globalization, cultural shar- 
ing, high ropes course, annual auc- 
tion, medicinal plants identification 
and nature hikes, 

For more information contact the 
Buckeye Forest Coucil, POB 99, Ath- | 
ens, OH, 45701; (740) 594-6400. 


Self-£d neat » cm 

Fowndation 

We are building a movement to 
support self-education and self-ad- 
vocacy by strategically funding in- 
spired, community-based programs. 

For more information contact the 
Self-Education Foundation, POB 
30790, Philadelphia, PA 19104- 
0790; www.selfeducation.org. 



BUY NOTHING 
BAY 


November 24 

This year, more people than ever 

will join : the 24-hour consumer 

fast. This year's theme: First world 
denial about overconsumption. 
We — the people of the world's 
wealthiest nation — consume 86 
percent of the world's resources 
and produce most.of its garbage. 

For more information, contact 
Adbusters Magazine, 1243 W. 7th 
Avenue, Vancouver, BC, V6H IB 7, 
Canada; (604) 763-9401; 737-6021 
(fax); tom@adbusters.org; 
www.adbusters.org. 



TH1 NIGHTTIME GARDENERS 


Harvest 2000 Edition 
Due out by Halloween 
With even more information on 
researching and finding genetically 
engineered crops, security, photos 
and tips on action. 

Send stamps to NGG c/o POB 
11331 Eugene, OR 97440 or email 
nighttimegardeners @ angelfire.com 
for a copy. 
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JOIN US TO SAVE THE SLOCAN! 

Slocan Valley, Kootenay Mountains, BC 

The foul and heinous villains are hell bent on the destruction of our 
watershed via quasi-clearcutting. 

We are at a pivotal point in our struggle. Roadbuilding is in progress. If it 
continues, they will have access to enough timber to finance the completion 
of the road system throughout the entire valley. 

We are desperate. This community has been fighting this for 20 years, and 
the time has come to ask for outside help. With this in mind, we need folks 
who are sensitive to veteran warriors, can work well in a diverse group, are 
self-sufficient go-getters, and can get down! 

We need action planners and engineers, musicians, art and revolution 
types, lots of support people, experienced creative blockaders, anyone 
familiar with the Canadian forest tenure system or lots of money! 

We're activists who've worked on many campaigns, all over North America, 
and now we're fighting for our own backyards. All of-you who've sent out the 
calls to action that we've answered — we need your help now. 

For more information, contact (888) 7-WATER-l; www.watertalk.org and 
click on EACT. 


--Cansolidated*- --Cansolidated-- 

Cansolidated is the Canadian sshNews they don't want you to hear! Each 
issue reports on direct action campaigns throughout Canada. 

(Canada is a name used to describe the landmass north of the 49th 
parallel. It is not being used in recognition of a federal nation-state that 
exists as a result of colonization and genocide.) 

For more informaiton or to subscribe, send stamps or donations payable 
to EF! Cansolidated, 1782 Venables, Vancouver, V5L 2H4, BC, Canada; 
(250) 653-2439; cansolidated@tao.ca; www.tao.ca/~resist. 


HELP DEFEND CALIFORNIA’S 
LARGEST COASTAL LAGOON 

California's largest coastal lagoon and unsurpassed wetlands habitat is in 
danger of being illegally drained by the Pacific Shores "subdivision" devel- 
opment. One night in May, there was an illicit attempt to breach the sandbar 
that protects the lake/wetland habitat during the summer months. Had the 
attempt been successful, it would have created a biological disaster. The 
Friends of Del Norte and Lake Earl Audubon have been assisting California 
Department of Fish and Game (CDFG) by maintaining a nightly vigil in 
defense of the lagoon. Monitors alert CDFG's game wardens, who respond 
immediately to any unusual activity. The risk of breaching the lagoon will 
lessen as the lake naturally evaporates to a lower level in mid-July. Until then, 
activists are needed to camp out for one night or more at the edge of the 
lagoon. The camp area is vehicle accessible and behind a locked gate.* 
Moonlight kayak and canoe trips, bird watching, and a coastal vacation are 
the rewards for joining this vigil. 

Lake Earl coastal lagoon has been managed for the last 10 years at its 
current level by California's Department of Fish and Game. This follows a 
pioneer history of the lagoon being breached and drained whenever it suited 
the surrounding farmers. Today, it has become a nature lover's paradise and 
a restored habitat for otter, beaver, tens of thousands migrating and nesting 
bird species. Peregrine falcons and Bald eagles have returned to hunt its 
shores. Where it once hosted runs of coho, Chinook and even sturgeon, today 
it acts as a nursery and home for cutthroat trout, providing habitat for the 
endangered tidewater gobi, the threatened Oregon silverspot butterfly, and 
rare nesting sites for the American bitterns, Virginia rails, and the Western 
grebe. 

To plug in, contact Eileen and Friends of Del Norte at (707) 465-8904 or 
email Susan at focusonature@linkcc.com or Karen at wdelf@gateway.net. 


Get Yaur Feet Muddy In Ecuador! ON WAFvD ! 

‘ i • . i__ a 


Come join the Mangrove Action Project and FUNDECOL on a volunteer 
eco-work/study tour to reforest mangroves in Esmeraldas Province, Ecua- 

Help contribute to the restoration of the once magnificent mangrove 
forest of Muisne, Ecuador; the Coastal Fisheries, the major source of 
income and food for 80 percent of the local population; the biodiversity, 
habitat for numerous aquatic, bird, amphibian and mammal species; and 
the protection of people, communities and lands against violent tropical 
storms, erosion, and ground water salinization. 

Over 90 percent of the mangrove forests in Muisne are destroyed. About 
80 percent of this loss is directly attributed to the production of 
aquacultured shrimp. 

We need your help. Join our volunteer team, or donate some of the 
cash you might have spent on a shrimp dinner. Together, we will make 
a difference! 

For more information, contact Mangrove Action Project, 
mangroveap@olympus.net. 


Who Says You Can’t 
Change the World? 

Check out E/The Environmental Magazine and learn 
how you can make a difference in your world! 
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Tiether you want to simply “green up” your own personal life- 
style — or join in efforts to clean up oceans, save wildlife, or 
eliminate pesticides from our food — E will inform and inspire you 
6 times per year! 

E covers the “big” issues, like global warming, the state of our oceans, and the 
impacts of growing population — all with contact information so you can plug into 
efforts to turn the tide. PLUS, E ' s “Green Living” departments will provide you 
with loads of information and ideas for living more in harmony with the Earth. 

“Where have I been to miss such an outstanding publication?” 

— Dean Whitehead, West Hollywood, CA 


SEND FOR A FREE TRIAL ISSUE TODAY! 


Onward is a quarterly Anarchist 
Newspaper produced by the On- 
ward Collective. Our intent is to 
facilitate both a report of anar- 
chist actions throughout the 
world, as well as foster analysis 
of current events from an anar- 
chist perspective, all in the pro- 
cess of building an intelligent, 
well informed and powerful revo- 
lutionary movement. Our goal is 
to show the relation of the dif- 
ferent liberation struggles (ani- 
mal, Earth and human) and the 
unification of often separated 
movements. As far as we're con- 
cerned, different narchist view- 
points (syndicalist, feminist, 
green etc.) are not mutually ex- 
clusive but rather all fit together 
in the larger revolutionary frame- 
work. The short-term goal is uni- 
fication which will result in the 
long-term goal and action of so- 
cial revolution. 

Get vour copy of Onward now. 
Subscriptions for one year are $7- 
10 national, and $12-15 interna- 
tional (including Canada). As al- 
ways, subscriptions are free to pris- 
oners. Single issues are $2 , post- 
age paid. Send cash, checks, or 
money orders to Onward to POB 
2671, Gainesville, FL 32602-2671; 
onward@doityourself.com. 
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rr M Send me my FREE 

JL • trial issue of E/The 

Environmental Magazine. If I like it, I can name 
subscribe for one year (6 issues) for only 

$ 19.95. If not. I'll just return the subscription A0DRESS — : — 

invoice marked "cancel” and return it to you. 

The FREE issue is mine to keep with no cost 

or obligation to me. city, state, zip 

E Magazine, P.O. Box 2047, Marion, OH 43305 

For Faster Service Call 1-800-967-6572 ! 


Attention! 

Last issue, on page two, we used a 
graphic that belongs to W.I.C.CA. 
(Women in Conscious Creative Action). 

They can be reached a POB 5296, 
Eugene, OR 97405; (541) 942-0889; 
normahp@cyberis.net. 


A public service message... 



from us to you. 
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by Jimmy "the Liberal" Flynn 

What do traffic jams, standing ovations, T-shirts, 
green, blue, red and spiked hair, Doc Martens, 
leather jackets, old folks, playful children, white 
liberals, lawyers, Christian women, Eagle Creek, 
bumperstickers, pepper spray and Winona LaDuke 
have in common? 

Well, they all came together at the rally for 
Ralph Nader in Portland, Oregon, on August 25 at 
the Memorial Coliseum. (There actually wasn't 
any pepper spray there, but Winona said that 
she would like to see a future free of it.) What 
was really astounding about the event was j 
that it appeared that all 10,000 in atten- M 
dance loved ancient forests, tree sitters, m 
Eagle Creek and even Earth First! m 

Much to my amazement, Ivan Maluski, | 
veteran forest defender with the Cascadia 
Forest Alliance was on stage with Ralph, 
Winona, the Master of Ceremonies Greg ^ 

Kafoury (who happens to be my pepper spray ’ 
attorney, but that is another story...) and Lloyd 
Marbet (largely responsible for stopping the 20 
nuke plants planned for Oregbn). After a few 
speakers talking about upcoming ballot initia- 
tives, Ivan took the podium. If you've ever had the 
pleasure of hearing Ivan speak, you know what a 
fine orator he is. When he talked about Eagle 
Creek and ending all logging of ancient forests, 
the crowd went wild. But what really set them off 
and gave Ivan a well-deserved standing ovation 
(the first big one of the night), was when he ended 
his speech with "Earth First!, Profits Last!" Ten 


thousand people were on their feet screaming 
wildly, stomping their feet, and clapping as loud 
as they could to "Earth First!" It was surreal. Our 
movement has come a long way. 

Tre Arrow was also on stage at the event, and 


m v'"' 


clearly the crowd knew and loved him. Apparently, 
living on a nine-inch ledge in downtown Portland 
for 11 days protesting the logging of Eagle Creek 
was something the crowd wholeheartedly supported 
(see EF!J August-September 2000). From the ap- 
plause it was also clear that those in attendance 


supported Tre, Winona and Ralph's call for an end 
to all commercial logging on public land. 

The whole night was a socially conscious green 
liberal's dream. Beyond the repeated calls for can- 
celing the Eagle Creek Timber Sale, Ralph also 
called for ending corporate welfare, establishing 
community radio and TV stations, legalizing hemp, 
breaching dams, repealing the antiunion 1947 
Taft-Hartley Act, and taxing stock transactions, 
polluters and land speculators. 

Winona, who was visibly pregnant, called for rec- 
onciling our relationship to the Earth, a solar- and 
wind-powered economy, cultural diversity in con- 
junction with biological diversity, a seventh-gen- 

I eration public policy and a repeal of the 1872 
Mining Act and the recent Taylor Grazing Act. 

After repeated cheers of "Let Ralph De- 
bate!," Gore and Bush made quick guest ap- 
pearances in chicken suits. There were large, 
two-headed Gore/Bush puppets, green flags, 
banners, balloons and lots of fired-up people. 
The fact that it seemed like everyone had 
chosen to drive to a Green Party event (green 
gridlock) was about as sad as Ralph's chances of 
winning, but I did leave thinking there is a new 
green movement rising, and I want to be part of it. 

If you want to be part of the excitement and vote 
for someone who speaks our language, join Ani 
DiFranco, Eddie Vedder, Willie Nelson, Paul 
Newman, Phil Donahue and me in working to 
elect Nader and LaDuke. If you don't want to, stay 
home, watch TV and sew patches on your hoody. 
For more information, contact Environmental- 

ists Against-Gore, POB 2190, Eugene, OR 97402. 


Only Sheep Need Leaders ★★ 


by Un-Voter 

"You cannot dive into a swamp and remain clean." 

— Alexander Berkman 

Since the entire Earth First! network would never 
(well, maybe someday...) self-identify as anarchist, the 
prominent use of direct action 
and the deep critique of the domi- 
nation inherent in industrialism 
often seem like a contradiction. 

As the spectacle of a presidential 
election rolls around, this contra- 
diction is glaringly obvious to the 
anarchists among us. fYp* 

Direct action is not just a 
tactic one uses when the bu- jHrK'jujA 
reaucracy fails to protect your 
favorite forest or wetland. For VtSsLEr ^ 
anarchists, it is the preferred | 

way of doing things. It is, in 
itself, an ideology, a strategy 
and a tactic. In case you haven't If 3^ 
noticed, and hopefully you 
have, government exists to fa- 
cilitate corporate profits — just • ~ 

look at the Forest Service as an 

example. Progressives believe 
this has not always been the case and that corporate 
influence could be lessened with the right people at 
the helm. Sounds great, but why delude yourself into 
thinking that within this capitalist system, corporate 
influence in politics could ever be lessened? 

For a movement that seemingly strives to eradicate 
industrialism and domination of the Earth, why would 
we settle for a "lessened" assault on nature anyway? 
And more fundamentally, why would we want to lend 
any support whatsoever to a political system that is 
only constrained in the most superficial way by public 
participation? Sounds like a very privileged, feel-good 

i t. 1 JUiSi'i VKV.ti. 


attitude. Have we really lost so much hope in a radical 
transformation that we would glorify the possibility of 
a nice guy like Nader in office? I could understand 
other more reform-based groups lending him support, 
but Earth Firstiers? 

Besides the fact that capitalism is more fundamen- 
tal to eco-devastation or cultural genocide than 
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bought-off politicians are (the cause vs. the symp- 
tom), anarchists look at the system of representa- 
tion and majority rule as inherently suppressive to 
individual liberties. Self-rule is not some concept 
devised to allow unaccountable antisocial behavior, 
as majoritarians and statists often argue. It is an 
extension of direct action. 

The culture of direct action should be an antidote to 
politics itself, and an opportunity for us to empower 
our communities, tribes and bioregions to organize 
ourselves according to need and desire. This vision is 
simply incompatible with electoral politics. Our lives 


should be a continuous rejection of the nation-state 
and all its insidious rules that serve the capitalist 
empire — not just a meek protest of the individuals in 
government or the various laws they propose to lessen 
the blows of capital. Not voting is more than just a 
"protest" of the status quo. It's a way to physically 
rejectbeing governed, especially by a genocidal, classist, 
racist, colonizing bureau- 
cracy that knows very well 
. ^ ir' what it's doing. To partici- 

HI pate in this system, even if 

V ff in support of someone you 

IlSlO w believe will do less harm, 

| is to validate it, and more 
If | importantly — to partici- 

% II gw . I pate is to not challenge it. 

S \ i 'Vik 1 ^ EF!ers should be actively 

y. I cam P a ig n i n g against par- 

- = ticipation in politics. 

§ Though well-meaning 
Jj I "radicals" would like to see 
s voting as a method of win- 
& n * n S su PP ort f°r single isr 
S sues such as environmental 
> I protection, the electoral pro- 

§ cess is just one more alien- 

ated institution. If one is 

looking to abolish capital- 
ism, industrialism and statism, there is no excuse for 
voting. If one is looking for temporary relief for 
oppressed wildlands or wildlife then go ahead and 
pull that lever. But given that the political climate 
could easily turn against your cause at any time, with 
that vote you may be perpetuating the next crisis of 
extinction, or the next drug war, or the next private 
prison, simply by legitimizing the system that makes 
it all possible. 

For more arguments against voting, check out 
"Choose And Lose" on Mid-Atlantic Infoshop's web 
site: www.infoshop.org/voting.html. 







Albert Gore ★ ★ ★ ★ 

A Serious Critique of Politics and the Environment 



by Michael Robinson 


Much of Ralph Nader's support is 
based on the false premise that the 
differences between A1 Gore and 
George W. Bush are negligible, arid 
that at least people won't be lulled 
into inaction under an 
explicitly anti-Earth 
president — thus allow- 
ing the possibility of 
radical change under 
Bush that a Gore presi- 
dency would forestall. 

However, there are sig- 
nificant policy differ- 
ences between the 
Democrats and Republi- 
cans. Dick Cheney's sig- 
nature issue in the House 
of Representatives was 
opposition to wolf rein- 
troduction. He also dis- 
tinguished himself as 
one of only eight repre- 
sentatives nationwide to 
vote against the Clean 
Water Act and co-spon- 
sored legislation to give 
away all Bureau of Land 

Management (BLM) 
lands to any state whose 

governor requested 
them. The states could 
then sell or give the pub- 
lic land to ranchers or 
oil companies. 

Bush has pledged to 
drill for oil in the Arctic National 
Wildlife Refuge and has ensconced 
Terry Anderson, who advocates 
privatizing all public lands, as his 
primary environ- 
mental advisor. 

Bush has also prom- 
ised to "reform" the 
Endangered Species 
Act (ESA) by elimi- 
nating critical habi- 
tat designation and 
consultation with 
the US Fish and 
Wildlife Service. 

Both Gore and Joe 
Lieberman have long fought drilling 
in the refuge. Despite the Clinton 
administration's failure to list species 
under the ESA and to designate criti- 
cal habitat, the current administra- 
tion has blocked legislation to com- 
pletely gut the ESA. Meanwhile, ESA 
litigation has resulted in current pro- 
posals to designate over 70 million 
acres as critical habitat, and in recent 
years, has saved millions of acres from 
logging and other destruction. 

We have also garnered millions 
more acres as national monuments 
and parks under Clinton. Cheney 


promises to rescind the new monu- 
ments. True, most of the new monu- 
ment lands are still grazed, but 
Clinton's first such designation in 
1996 eventually led to removal of 
cattle from the Escalante River. We 
are also on the verge of administra- 
tively protecting most roadless na- 
tional forest lands, and Gore proposes 
extending such protection to the 
Tongass National Forest as well. 

Nader supporters rightly point out 


A1 Gore's complicity in ecocide and 
genocide in Colombia through his 
stock (in a blind trust he does not 
manage) in Occidental Petroleum. But 
so what if perhaps 
his motives aren't 
pristine. Politics 
„ always means 
| partial victories at 
| best. We don't 
5 have to know (or 
care) what's in 
g Gore's soul; it is 
^ what he will do 
as president that 
matters. If only 
for the fact that environmentalists are 
part of the coalition the Democratic 
Party counts on, we have an excellent 
chance with Gore to retain the ESA, 
the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge, 
BLM public lands and the new na- 
tional monuments. 

Gore's book, Earth in the Balance: 
Ecology and the Human Spirit, which 
by all accounts he wrote himself, fo- 
cused on global climate change — a 
call to action (including phasing out 
automobiles) written before the evi- 
dence for global warming became as 
compelling as it is today. When pub- 


lished in 1992 it represented a politi- 
cal gamble (that Gore today seems to 
doubt the tactical wisdom of given 
the paucity of interest then or now in 
the greenhouse effect). Political com- 
promise is the only way to get in a 
position for a viable run for the presi- 
dency. If Gore is elected he will likely 
compromise other agendas if neces- 
sary to address global warming. 

Gore has pledged to push Congress 
to pass the McCain-Feingold cam- 


paign finance reform bill. Though it 
is not the final answer, without pas- 
sage of this bill reclaiming democ- 
racy from corporations will prove 
almost impossible. Bush has stated 
his opposition. "Sending a message" 
by voting for Nader will make a pal- 


try difference. We didn't save very 
many acres during the Reagan and 
Bush Administrations at the height 
of public disapprobation for their 
anti-environmental policies. The real 
pay-off to "radical" action then has 
come through the partial adoption 
of our agenda by the Clinton admin- 
istration. Nor will a strong Nader 
showing in 2000 result in a Green 
Party president in 2004 or 2008. 

So would Nader's throwing the elec- 
tion to Bush get us a bet- 
ter Democratic candidate 
in 2004? Gore certainly 
is no saint; one doesn't 
get within grasping dis- 
tance of the White House 
through ecological pu- 
rity. But consider the 
opening page of Earth in 
the Balance: 

"The edifice of civili- 
zation has become aston- 
ishingly complex, but as 
it grows ever more elabo- 
rate, we feel increasingly 
distant from our roots in 
the Earth. In one sense, 
civilization itself has 
been on a journey from 
its foundations in the 
world of nature to an 
ever more contrived, con- 
trolled, and manufactured 
world of our own imita- 
tive and sometimes arro- 
gant design. And in my 
view, the price has been 
high. At some point dur- 
ing this journey we lost 
our feeling of connected- 
ness to the rest of nature. 
We now dare to wonder: Are we so 
unique and powerful as to be essen- 
tially separate from the Earth?" 

These are the thoughts of someone 
who understands something of the 
roots of the crisis we face. It's worth 
giving him a try. 



'\ 
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Elemental Politics 



The fire at Los Alamos had one significant 
consequence. A secret scientific document was 
discovered in a bunker whose security systems 
were mostly destroyed by the fire. This docu- 
ment was leaked to the public. 

Actually it reveals nothing that we didn't 
already suspect. But it does show that the gov- 
ernment has known all along that besides ar- 
senic, lead, mercury, radon, strontium and plu- 
tonium, one more extremely deadly and perva- 
sive element also exists. 

Investigators at a major research institution 
have discovered the heaviest element known to 
science. This startling new discovery has been 
tentatively named governmentium (Gv) but kept 
top secret for 50 years. This new element has no 
protons or electrons, thus having an atomic 
number of zero. It does, however, have one 
neutron, 125 deputy neutrons, 75 supervisory 
neutrons and 111 team leader neutrons, giving 

it an atomic mass of 312. 

These 312 particles are held together by a 
• force called morons, which are surrounded by 
vast quantities of lepton-like particles called 


V 


peons. Since it has no electrons, 
governmentium is inert. However, it can be 
detected as it impedes every reaction with which 
it comes into contact. 

According to the discoverers, a minute amount 
of governmentium causes one reaction to take 
more than four days to complete when it would 
normally take less than a second. Governmentium 
has a normal half-life of approximately three 
years; it does not decay but instead undergoes a 
reorganization in which a portion of the deputy 
neutrons, supervisory neutrons and team leader 
neutrons exchange places. 

In fact, a governmentium sample's mass will 
actually increase over time, since with each 
reorganization some of the morons inevitably 
become neutrons forming new isotopes. This 
characteristic of moron promotion leads some 
scientists to speculate that governmentium is 
formed whenever morons reach a certain quan- 
tity in concentration. This hypothetical quan- 
tity is referred to as the "critical morass." 

You will know it when you see it. If you've got 
the lightbulb screwed in right. 
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Tarahumara Child Dies 
after Anti-drug Spraying 
Some 300 Tarahumara indigenous 
people became sick and a 2-year old 
child died because of aerial spraying on 
June 12 by the Federal Judicial Police in 
Chorogui, Guachochi municipality in 
the northemMexican state of Chihua- 
hua. A complaint was filed with the 
State Human Rights Commission 
(CEDH) on July 31 by the heads of 60 
families. The Chorogui residents charge 
that instead of spraying herbicide on a 
marijuana field — as part of the 
government's drug interdiction pro- 
gram — an airplane belonging to the fed- 
eral Attorney General's Office (PGR) 
dropped the herbicide directly on the 
community. 

Residents say they are now suffering 
from respiratory problems, temporary 
blindness, vomiting and skin lesions; 2- 
year-old Armida Muela Loera died two 
days after coming in contact with the 
powder sprayed by the airplane, accord- 
ing to theTarahumara. They also charge 
that police agents raided some homes 
and destroyed farming tools. 

Blocking Foreign Nuclear 
Waste in Russia 

On August 3, a group of environmen- 
tal activists from different Russian cities 
held a protest action asking the gover- 
nor of the Chelyabinsk region to stop 
plans to import foreign nuclear waste to 
Russia. Activists also demanded im- 
proved social protection of the residents 
living in radiation-contaminated areas 
and protested against the construction 
of the dangerous South Ural nuclear 
power plant. 

Thirty activists blocked the entrance 
to Governor Pan Sumin's residence in 
the center of Chelyabinsk and set out 
huge banners readi ng "$ wuu~do n' die ■ 
clowir ttmreT Minatom!" and "No 
nuclear waste!" The action was ex- 
tremely nonviolent. 

The action took place for only a few 
moments when the governor's security 
attempted to destroy the blockade. For 
the next 20 minutes, the police, acting 
extremely violently, tried to take apart 
the blockaders, handcuffing some to a 
nearby fence. Security did not have 
enough handcuffs for everyone and was 
unable to disconnect and isolate all of 
the protesters. 

Trident Thwarted in Seattle 

The USS Alabama, a Trident nuclear 
submarine carrying the explosive power 
of 1,000 Hiroshima nuclear bombs, was 
held up at the Hood Canal Bridge west of 
Seattle, Washington, on August 2, when 
three protesters placed themselves 
around the opening spans of the bridge. 

Two protesters, Chernobyl and 
Michael Mossberg, locked down to the 
top of the bridge and unfurled a banner 
reading, "No Trident." John Reese posi- 
tioned himself under the east span of 
the bridge, which blocked the bridge 
from opening. For 20 minutes the most 
powerful nucjear weapon on the planet 
was disabled. 

The USS A labama isoneoffourBangor, 
Washington, submarines slated to be 
overhauled to carry larger Trident II (D- 
5) missiles. 

Even though opening thebridge posed 
great risk to the three protesters the 
Washington State Patrol ordered state 
employees to open the bridge with the 
protesters still locked down. The bridge 
was then raised with them on it and 
Reese was pushed by the bridge as the 
east span opened. 

All three were taken into custody after 
the sub passed through. They were 
charged with trespassing and disorderly 
conduct and then released. 
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Tips For Ticketees When Dealing With Ranger Rick 


continued from page 1 

Key Republican Congressmen, Vice 
President A1 Gore and the recreation 
industry made that decision for us 
long ago. 

The demonstration taking place on 
public lands today is designed only to 
test how to charge and collect recreation 
user fees in ways that people will pay-up 
with a minimum of complaint. Every 
test site within the demonstration pro- 
gram is a unique experiment in fee charg- 
ing and fee collection. As a result, there 
is no one answer that applies univer- 
sally. But there are generalizations that 
can be made. 

This advice comes without warranty. 
I've worked with hundreds of people 
who, collectively, have seen it all. One 
woman has received 18 notices without 
ever receiving a genuine ticket. One 
man has been to court multiple times for 
Fee-Demo offenses and has won every 
time. Another was apprehended at gun- 
point and, after being jailed overnight, 
has never received a trial date after 
nearly two years. Two men, after mak- 
ing it dear they would embarrass the 
Forest Service in court, had their cases 
dropped at the last moment. Another 
man lost in court but won big in the 
press because the Fee-Demo Program 
was exposed for the wise-use, corporate 
backed crap that it is. Other persons 
have lost in court and have nothing 
positive to show for their efforts. 

There are no simple answers. What 
appears below is some of the best advice 
available, but please don't ask for a re- 
fund if it doesn't work for you. I'm not 
a lawyer, and this is not legal advice. 

Do not buy a pass. The mere act of 
purchasing a pass is counted as proof 
that you support tnc Fee-Demo Pro- 
gram. Agencies measure success based 
upon the number of cus- 
tomers who continue to 
use a test site after imple- 
mentation of the fee and 
upon the revenues col- 
lected at that site. If you '• 
do not want to be 
counted as supporting 
user fees but are unwill- 
ing to accept any risks 
associated with being de- 
fiant toward this pro- 
gram, then don't use 
public lands where fees 
are being charged. 

The fines are real. The 
fact that this is a demon- 
stration does not mean 
that the Forest Service can not issue 
tickets. They can, they do and the maxi- 
mum fine authorized by Congress for a 
Fee-Demo offense is $100. Failure to 
cooperate with a law enforcement of- 
ficer who may be trying to write you a 
ticket is a different offense and carries 
severe penalties. 

You probably didn't get a ticket. Few 
people receive genuine tickets. Most re- 
ceive Notices of Non-Compliance 
(NNCs). A NNC is a toothless threat 
demanding that you pay the fee after 
the fact or risk a much larger fine. If you 
receive an actual ticket, you may choose 
to think of it as an invitation to court 
and as a risk-laden opportunity to inflict 
significant damage upon the fee-demo 
program. As an alternative, you may 
choose to pay the ticket and admit de- 
feat. Those really are the only two op- 
tions available. 

Ignore all NNCs. These pieces of litter 
are not worth the paper they are written 


on. The Forest Service's NNCs attempt 
to bust you on the grounds of Regula- 
tion 36 CFR 26 1 . 1 5. This offense is com- 
mitted when someone fails to purchase 
a recreation pass. If a forest officer or 
volunteer compliance flunky leaves one 
of these pieces of trash on you car, they 
do so without any probable cause. They 
do not know who committed the sup- 
posed offense, theydonotknowwhether 
you were recreating and they do not 
know that a pass was not purchased, 


themselves and who ask the judge 
whether the Forest Service has pro- 
vided "probable cause" have never 
failed to have their cases dismissed. In 
many courts, people who do not show 
up for their own hearing have their 
cases dismissed en masse for this rea- 
son. Some US Attorneys will no longer 
prosecute these cases. The Forest Ser- 
vice is acting like a bunch of thugs, 
but their bark turns out to be far worse 
than their bite. 


Another was apprehended at gunpoint 
and, after being Jailed overnight, has 
never received a trial date after nearly 
two years. Two men, after making it 
clear they would embarrass the Forest 
Service in court, had their cases 
dropped at the last moment. 


even if none was displayed. 

You can do better than ignoring a NNC. 
Ignoring NNCs, as suggested above, is a 
silent, invisible and therefore weak form 
of protest. Some people send these no- 
tices back to the Forest Service along 
with a note saying what they think of 
the Fee Demonstration Program. It is 
important that your concerns be heard, 
but read on, before choosing this par- 
ticular route. 

Don't accidentally admit guilt. Many 
people return NNCs to the Forest Ser- 
vice saying they would never buy a 
pass because the passes are wrong, 
immoral, or any one of a dozen other 
good reasons. In so doing they are not 
only registering their heartfeltjoppo- 
sition to this demonstration program, 
they are admitting guilt. Until you 





tell the Forest Service that you did not 
purchase a pass, chances are they have 
no proof that you committed the of- 
fense for which they have accused 
you. When contacting the Forest Ser- 
vice, never admit you did not pur- 
chase a pass, that you refuse to pur- 
chase a pass or that you were in the 
forest for recreational purposes. 

Tell it to the judge. If you choose trial, 
it is probably to your advantage to 
request trial by a US judge rather than 
a magistrate. A US judge is less likely 
to be influenced by local agencies. No 
person to date (that we know of) has 
ever received a trial date when they 
requested to be tried by a federal judge. 
A ruling in favor of the defendant by 
a US judge could result in a nation- 
wide set back against the enforce- 
ment of the Fee-Demo Program and it 
appears that the Forest Service is un- 
willing to assume that risk. 

People who have not incriminated 


The fact that the average citizen 
can't use public lands without ap- 
pearing to support Fee-Demo is the 
Catch 22 that Congress and its corpo- 
rate partners so cleverly built into the 
Fee Demonstration Program. If you 
pay, you are counted as supporting 
the program. If you do not pay, you 
are very likely breaking the law as the 
law was written. You may not be! 

If you are using a forest for educa- 
tional, religious, spiritual, work re- 
lated or other non-recreational pur- 
poses, or if you set foot on public 
lands to exercise your Constitutional 
rights, then you need not purchase a 
recreation pass. Unfortunately, the 

burden of proof will likely be upon 

you. Whether you are found inno- 
cent or guilty will depend upon your 
ability to present your case 
convincingly and upon the 
personal proclivity of the 
judge who hears it. 

Those are the basic rules 
of the road, but they alone 
won't get you very far. More 
significantly, I’ve said little 
that will help you to be ef- 
fective in ending this egre- 
gious program. I can, how- 
ever, offer the following; 

The man or woman who 
gets a ticket, who fights it in 
court on the basis that the 
program is morally wrong, 
who is found guilty and is 
fined, who refuses to pay 
the fine, who is found to be in con- 
tempt of court and who accepts jail 
time because he or she would not pay 
to walk in the woods and who does all 
of the above with the media in atten- 
dance, will accomplish more to defeat 
the Recreation Fee Demonstration Pro- 
gram that any other person has done 
in the entire four years this program 
has been in existence. 

So after all that, you may ask still ask; 
"What should I do?" If you'd like an . 
answer that better fits your particular 
circumstances, please give me a call, or 
drop me a note and I'll be glad to help. 

For more information, contact Wild 
Wilderness, 248 NW Wilmington 
Ave., Bend, OR 97701; (541) 385-5261; 
ssilver@wildwilderness.org; 
www.wildwilderness.org. 

Scott Silver, is co-founder and execu- 
tive director of Wild Wilderness. "Don't 
Buy It!" bumper and windshield stickers 
are available, at no charge, upon request. 
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Earth First! Trinkets and Snake Oil 


Judi Bari 

Classic speeches and barn-stomping music 
woven into a history of EF! and the redwoods. 
“Who Bombed Judi Bari?” 

The FBI Stole My Fiddle, Redwood 
Summer, Death Threats CD — $17 
Darryl Cherney 

The fastest campaign songwriter in the West, 
he’s at home around the campfire. 

“Timber” 

ArizonaPower Lines, WhichSideAre YouOn? 

“They Sure Don’t Make Hippies Like 
They Used*To!” 

Free the Dead, Spike a Tree For Jesus 
“I Had to be Born this Century” 
EarthFirst!, Ballad of the BLM, It’s C.A.M.P. 
TAPES — $12 
“White Tribal Music” 

Grant’s Pass, Xerox the Money, Jesus Was a 
Mushroom, Box of Wine 
TAPE— $12 •CD— $17 

Rosebud 

Acoustic with electronic clarity and witty lyr- 
ics. From madrigal harmonies to a flushing 
toilet, it’s all there. 

“Thundermug Honeypot” 

Timber Tantrum, Die High, Drag, Ma Gore 
CD— $12 

Consolidated 

The hot new release from the only remaining 
big political band in the US that hasn’ t sold out. 

“Dropped” 

One Way Out, Lesbian Avengers, Headgear, 
Coming of Rage CD — $10 

Alice Di Micele 

Alice is arguably the Pacific Northwest’ s most 
talented singer/songwriter. 

“Naked” 

Trouble in Mind, Make it Last, Out of Control 

TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
“Searching” 

Defend the Earth, Land of Broken Promises, 
Lift Us Up TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
“too Controversial” 

American Dream, I Won't Say Goodbye 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
“It’s a Miracle” 

All or Nothing, Not For Sale TAPE — $12 
“Make a Change” 

Let It Rain, Leonard Peltier 

TAPE— $12*CD— $17 
“Circle of Women” 

(with Wdmdsong, Ellouise, Burrell, Shelly 
Phillips, Freyda Epstein and Tina Malia) 
Ancient and contemporary songs and chants. 
Earth My Body, Mother I Feel You CD— $18 
“Demons & Angels” 

Spirit of the River, Do You Dare?, Taking 
Flight, Alligator TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 

Danny Dolinger 

These songs are a slap upside the head by the 
big ugly frozen fish of love lost, found, and 
love lost again on a sad and dying planet. 
“Rome Wasn’t Burnt in a Day” 

Dollar and a Quarter, Blow Me Away, Rudy, 
Walking in Power CD — $17 
Robert Hoyt 

Robert wows audiences across the country 
with his virtuoso guitar and homegrown lyrics. 
“Dumpster Diving Across America” 
Gasoline and Coffee, Quittin' Time, Why 
Should I Care ? TAPES— $12 • CDS— $17 
“As American As You” 

Shovelin’ Mud Apple Pie, Good Americans, 
Enough! TAPES— $12 • CDS— $17 
Timothy Hull 

An uplifting travelogue of environmental ac- 
tivism, the music invokes the wild. 
“Brightness of Brightness” 

Brightest Angel, Tough Reckoning, My Shirt, 
Twilight Songs, TAPE — $12 • CD — $17 
“Dragons on the Road” 

Nailed and Boarded, Good White Road, The 
Black Horse TAPE— $12 
Keep It Wild! 

A compilation of songs from seven of EFl’s 
favorite musicians: Darryl Cherney, Alice Di 
Micele, RobertHoyt, DanaLyons, Casey Neill, 
Peg Millett and Joanne Rand. 

“Keep It Wild!” 

The Beaver Song, Flaming Arrows, Remem- 
ber Me, EarthFirst!, Quittin’Time, Tumofthe 
Wrench, Radiation on My Windshield, Defend 
the Earth, TV God, Dancing on the Ruins 
SALE! TAPE— $9 • CD— $14 


Jim Page 

A staple on the Northwest folk circuit for years 
and for good reason — the man can write. 
“More Than Anything Else In The World” 
Valdez, Gays in the Military, Bishop on the Run 
“Whose World is This” 

Take Our Culture Back, Righteous, Beautiful 
Tear, Right to be Wrong CDS — $17 
Peg Millett 

Longtime EF! activist and convicted monkey- 
wrencher, Peg has one of the most beautiftil 
voices you’ll ever hear. 

“Clear Horizon” 

Live Like a Prayer, Living Planet, Testimony 

TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
“Gentle Warrior” 

Forever Wild, High Plateau, There is Pow/er, 
Wild Things TAPE— $12 
Austin Lounge Lizards 

Marvelous country/bluegrass satire. Liz- 
ard wit must be heard to be fully appreci- 
ated and laughed about. 

“Small Minds”, “Paint Me on Velvet”, 
“Highway Cafe of the Damned”, “Crea- 
tures from the Black Saloon”, “Lizard 
Vision” TAPES— $12 • CDS— $17 
Ned Mudd and His Rustic Band 
Psychobilly, folk-punk, swamp-rock? His mu- 
sic is neither technically nor politically correct. 
“Fine Time in America” 

Suburbia Blues, Nation of Sheep, Vacation 
from the Rest of the World TAPE — $8 
“f.u.b.a.r. america” (with the Blacklight 
Sombreros) t 

Alabama (N. Young’s Lament), Copperhead in 
the Kitchen CD — $15 
“Noon Blue Apples in a Landscape” 
Monkeys w/ Blue Jeans (On), Cyber Opium 
Eaters, Yaz CD — only $12! 

“Zig Zag Wig Warn” 

(music from the film Zig Zag Wig Wam) 
Breakfast with Coronado, Julia (Butterfly), 
Border Patrol CD — only $12! 

Casey Neill 

With inspiring, earthy lyrics and Celtic/punk/ 
folk guitar, Casey is an Earth First! favorite. 
“Casey Neill” 

Mayday, Double Dutch, From the Yardarms 

“Skree” 

Okortogan County, Scrounge Around, A Mighty 
Love, Emma’s Garden CD— $17 

$ETH! 

No-holds-barred, screaming, spoken word, 
acoustic punk. 

“Militant Autonomous Zone (M.A.Z.)” 

Riot, Garden, Hope, Big City TAPE — $10 
“The First Snack” 

Compost Rocks, Apathetic Hipster Youth, Down 
the World CD- — $12 
Dana Lyons 

Dana’s dexterous guitar and soulful voice con- 
vey a powerful, yet humorous, message. 
“Cows with Gipis” 

Song for Rod Coronado, Geronimo, Native 
Forest Song 

“Turn of the Wrench” 

Cry of the Forest, TV God, Drop of Water 
“At Night they Howl at the Moon -^-Environ- 
mental Songs for Kids” (with John Seed) 
Willy the Wombat, The Tree, We Don ’t Want to 
Live in the Zoo TAPES— $12 • CDS— $17 
Joanne Rand 

Joanne’s strong and versatile voice climbs and 
dances through her powerful songs. 
“Choosing Sides” 

I Love It, Our Children ’s Children . 
“Grant Me Eyes” 

The Good, the Bad and the Only, Stones 
“The Monkey Puzzle” (with The Little Big 
Band) Earth My Body, Wolf at the Door, 

“Family History” 

Judi Bari, Don’t Fear Anything, Eyak Man 

TAPES— $12 • CDS— $17 
Minnehaha 

A vibrant collection of different artists pro- 
duced this benefit album for the resistance to 
the reroute of Highway 55. 

“Trees and Water” 

No Compromise, Digger’s Song, Chemical 
Warfare ’98, AIM Song CD— $12! 
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Velcro Sheep 

Knee-slappin’, foot tappin’ , rip-roaring, acous- 
tic folk rock direct from Missoula, Montana. 
“On the Lam” 

Gut Shoot Somoza, Revolution Tango, 
New Age Blues CD — $17 
Walkin’ Jim Stoltz 
Walkin’ Jim’s deep powerful voice and 
wilderness-inspired lyrics will send shivers 
down your spine. 

“The Vision”, “A Kid for the Wild”, “For- 
ever Wild”, “Spirit is Still on the Run” 
TAPES— $9 

jTchKung! 

Musical and propaganda release, including 
a Molotov cocktail recipe and a cool video. 

“Incite” 

Smash Things Up, Picture the Riotzone, 
New Earth Risin ’ CD — $15 

If A Tree Falls 

Benefit album about saving the forest fea- 
turing John Trudell, Zero, Robert Hoyt, 
Joanne Rand, Bruce Cockburn, Hank Wil- 
liams Jr., Buffy Sainte-Marie, Dan 
Fogelberg, Jello Biafra and Mojo Nixon, 
The Tinklers, Alice Di Micele, The Wyrd 
Sisters, Ferron and Rumors of the Big Wave ! 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 

Greg Keeler 

Goofy, intelligent, country-western 
parody, poking fun at everything worth 
poking fun at. 

“Enquiring Minds” , “Post-Modern 
Blues,” “Bad Science Fiction,”, “Talking 
Sweet Bye & Bye”, “Songs of Fishing, 
Sheep and Guns in Montana”, “Sheep, 
Lies and Audio Tape”, “A1I You Can 
Eat” (w/Bill Clinton), “Trash Fish (plus 
Dumb Coyote Stories)” TAPES — $9 
David Rovics 

David strikes chords of activism in the 
workplace and the wild. 

“Payday at Coal Creek” 

Sacco and Vanzetti, Death of Mother Jones, 

Hobo’s Lullaby 

“We Just Want the World” 

Minimum Wage Strike, Song for Boxcar Betty, 
The Death of David Chain CDS — $17 
Enough Rope 

Folks irreverent enough to change the mean- 
ing of a Robert Hoyt tune bring rich vocal 
harmonies to our favorite songs by him and 
Danny Dolinger. 

“Professional Dreamers” 

Sleeping With the Enemy, Dreams of Life, 
Blow Me Away, All God’s Children Wanna 
Dance, Weeds, The End of the World, Ghost 
of a Chance CD — $10 




EF! Fist Patch 

Quality 3-inch patches $3 

EF! Tools Bandana 

Unbleached 100% cotton, 
non-toxic ink $3 
Monkeywrench 
Pendant 

20" or 30" necklace, re- 
cycled sterling siver $15 
One post earring $10 
One dangle earring $12 
Lapel pin $10 
EF! Rubber Stamp 
Sturdy wood-block 
stamps made.from 
scrap lumber 
EF! Fist or Tools $5 • 

EF! Hemp Wallet 

Tan with black and green 
fist and black lettering. 
Specify wording "Greed 
Kills" or"EarthFirst!"$10 

EF! Hemp Cap 
Tan with black and green 
embroidered fist blacklet- 
tering, adjustable size $14 

Cotton EF! Cap 

Desert camo, adjustable $12 

EF! Window Sticker 


EF! Merchandise Order Form 

ju description color size price 
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Name, 
Street, 
City 


TOTAL $ 

orders add 15% 


_’State /Country, 


Make checks payable to the Earth First! Journal, POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440. 
Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. Questions? Call (541) 344-8004, Mondays 4-6. 





You Make the Call 
Support the Earth First! Journal 


EarthPhone 


x>rt Earth First! Journal with every long-distance call you make. Sign up for 


Affinity long Distance and get top-quality service, competitive rates, and the satisfaction 
of knowing that 5% of your bill goes to this enviro-rag each month. Sign up online: 

http://home.sprintmail.com/~sfreedkin/earthphone 

or contact Steve at 510-644-2778 orSteve@lnternetAddress.com; or call Affinity 
directly at 800-670-0008 and give these codes to credit Earth First! Journal: 

Org #671050-000 • Rep #141-0142-85 


Earth First! Journal 


20th Anniversary Edition 

The Earth First! Journal is turning twenty! Our 
November-December 2000 issue will be a special 
collector's edition showcasing the past twenty years 
of the radical environmental movement. Look for 
the special edition on news-stands in November. 

Regular subscriptions are $ 25 bulk mail, $35 
for first class, Canada and Mexico. Published 8 

times a year. jLvJ 

Earth First! journal 
POB 1415. Dept. Subs 

Eugene. OR 97440 (541); 344-8004 J| 

earthfirst@igc.org; www.earthfirstjournal.org 
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and content of Talking Leaves. It 
always makes me feel good.” 

—Paul Winter 

“You’ve managed to meld art with 
substance, and hope with reality, 
to create the most soulful environ- 
mental journal of all time.” 

-Deana Waite 


Talking Leaves is a lively, articulate voice for our evolving ecological 
culture, expressing and inspiring the deep heart connection that 
precedes meaningful changes in how we live on this planet. 

Talking Leaves brings together practical information, personal stories, 
global networking resources, insight and inspiration. 

Subscribe! One year (3 issues) $18, Sample copy $6 


wvvw.talkingleaves.org • (541 ) 937-3351 
81S68 Lost Valley Lane, Dexter, OR 97431 
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LOCAL ACTIONS 



Fund for 
Wild Nature 

A non-profit, 
tax-exempt 
foundation which 
fimdsf^erch, 
e^catimand 
l i teraMireprbjects . 
Funding proposals 
and dona flbhs can 
be sent to: ***’ 
Fund for Wild Nature 
POB 86151 
Portland, OR 97286 
(503) 232-1286 


e projects, 
fpfopobals 


Show Your Stuff in the Earth First! Journal 

•$2 50 - hal f page (10 1/4- x 7) *$70 - eighth-page (5x3 1/2) 
•$120 - quarter page (7 x 5) *$20 - per column inch (1x2 1/4) 

•Special rates for repeat ads 

•All ads must be prepaid and camera ready 

•EFIJ (Dept. Ads), POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440; (541) 344-8004 

Show Your Stuff in the Earth First! Journal 


Take a stand 
for public land! 


Ioip- rhg-Snn th ejm_A.pp^1aykaxr^ - 

Biodiversity Project today! 

The Southern Appalachian Biodiversity 
Project, a regional citizens organization 
dedicated to the defense and restoration 
of native biodiversity, seeks permanent 
protection for public lands through legal 
advocacy, education and organizing. We 
also publish Wild dAfountain Times, the 
environmental voice of the southern 
Appalachian bioregion. 

Basic membership is $25 and includes a 
subscription to the Wild Mountain Timet 
(6 issues). A low income membership is 
also available for $10. 


SUBSCRIBE TO THE 




Longest running English language anarchist publication in 
American history r 

Frequency; Quarterly 
Pages: 28-32 

Fonnat: Tabloid J 

Subscription Price; USA - SlO-four issues; j 
Foreign -512; Prisoners & G!» - Free; j 
Corporations A government agencies -$200 J 
First published in 1965 as part of the "under- 
ground press movement," it is the sole re- 
maining paper from that era. It Is known t 
its trenchant indictments of the political 
state and capitalism, but also of technology 
and civilization. An FBI document once 
described the Fifth Estate as "supporting 
the cause of revolution everywhere," a 
charge to which wc fervently admit. A 
typical issue contains articles on the 
theory and practice of anti-authoritarian 
liberation as well as reviews, poetry, 
lively debates in the letters columns, and 
the best in photography, cartoons, Ac art. 
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PO Box ;i4i-Asheville, NC 28802 
828 - 258 - 2(567 

subp@sabp.net - www.sabp.net 


City SUite/Provinca Zkp Code/Postal Coda 
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Clip and return to 
4632 Second Ave., 
Detroit MI 48201 

Phone: 313-831-6800 



How ‘bout a subscription to Earth First!, the Radical Environmental Journal? 

an 


clip and send to: 

Earth First! Journal-subscriptions, POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440 USA 

CD $500 Lifetime Subscription 
. CD $25 Regular Rate CD $35 Surface Ma 

— p C d $20 Low Income/Non Profit/Library CD $35 Air Mail, C; 

Mm M-j CD $35 Anonymous Envelope (1st class) CD $45 Air Mail, Inte 

JB p- CD $ DONATION CD $45 Corporate 



DONATION 


CD $35 Surface Mail, International (US$) check for a free 
o $35 Air Mail, Canada or Mexico CD merch catalog 
CD $45 Air Mail, International (US$, no foreign checks) 

CD $45 Corporate or Law Enforcement Rate 


Subscriber Name 


Address 


State 


Credit Card Orders 

Visa/MC (circle one) 

Card# 

Exp. date (mon th/year) _ 

Country- 


The Earth First! Journal subscription list is confidential and never traded. If you use an alias, make sure that the 
post office knows that you, or someone, is getting mail at your address under that name or it may not be delivered. 








Earth First! Directory 


A I , AS K A 

Michael A. Lewis 

POB 80073, Fairbanks, AK 99708 

Alaska Action Center 

POB 230916, Anchorage, AK 99523 

(907) 56-EARTH; akaction@alaska.com 

ARIZONA 

Arizona Wildlands Museum 
POB 24988, Tempe, AZ 85285 
Tucson EF! 

POB 3412, Tucson, AZ 85722 

az_earth_first@hotmaiI.com 

Ponderosa Wingnuts 

2155 E. Maple #17, Flagstaff, AZ 86004 

(520) 774-6542 

Phoenix EF! 

phoenixef@excite.com 

CALIFORNIA 

Circle of Life Foundation/Julia Butterfly 
POB 388, GarbervUle, CA 95542 
(707) 923-9522; fax 923-9532 
lunanews@humboldtl.com 
Sierra EF! 

228 Commercial St, Dept. #174 
Nevada City, CA 95959 
Davis EF!/FOW-Cascadia 
(530) 753-1678 
Fairfax Action Team 
POB 393, Lagunitas, CA 94938 
Sacramento EF! 

POB 376, Carmichael, CA 95609 
Bay Area EF! 

POB 83, Canyon, CA 94516 
hotline/message (510) 848-8724 
Santa Cruz EF!/EF! Radio 
POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA 95061 
(831) 425-3205; cruzef@cruzio.com 
Sequoia EF! 

POB 1108, Exeter, CA 93221 
exetrade@aol.com 
Santa Barbara EF! 

POB 12799, Santa Barbara, CA 93107 
(805) 961-2516; sbef@rain.org 
Action Resource Center 
POB 2104, Venice, CA 90294 
(310) 396-3254, fax 392-9965 - 
arcla@enviroweb.org 
Alluvial EF! 

POB 77027, # 102 , Pasadena, CA 91107 
(909) 422-1637 
Mojave EF! 

POB 492, Lancaster, CA 93584 
(SOS) 948-6291 
Peninsular Ranges EF! 

POB 4738, Irvine, CA 92616-4738 

Southcoast EF! 

POB 1333, Orange, CA 92856 

COLORADO 
San Juan EF! 

POB 3204, Durango, CO 81302 
Wilderness Defense! 

POB 460101, Aurora, CO 80046-0101 
fax (617) 687-2598 
wildemessdefense@email . com 
Art Goodtimes 

POB 1008, Telluride, CO 81435 
Tim Haugen 

POB 81, Gulnare, CO 81042 
Gunnison Basin EF! 

POB 592, Crested Butte, CO 81224 
Culebra EF! 

POB 762, San Luis, CO 81152 
afr@amigo.net 

FLORIDA 
Big Bend EF! 

POB 20582, Tallahassee, FL 32316 
(904) 421-1SS9 
Clearwater EF! 

POB 17838, Clearwater, FL 33762 
(727) 538-9050 
clearwaterEF@juno.com 
Gainesville EF! c/o Civic Media Center 
1021 W. University Ave 
Gainesville, FL 32601; (352) 373-0010 
gainesvilleEF@ziplip.com 
Alachua EF! 

POB 1638, Alachua, FL 32616 
(904) 462-3374 

GEORGIA 

Students for Environmental Awareness 
U. of G., Tate Ctr. Athens, GA 30602 
Katuah Foothills EF! 

POB 608, Athens, GA 30603 

HAWAII 

Oceandream Media Foundation 
POB 1440, Hanalei, HI 96714 
(808) 826-1711 

IDAHO 

Cove/Mallard Coalition 
POB 8968, Moscow, ID 83483 
(208) 882-9755; fax 883-0727 
cove@moscow.com 

ILLI NO IS 

Chicago EF! c/o The Autonomous Zone 
1573 N. Milwaukee Ave. #420 
Chicago, IL 60622 
(773) 252-6019; azone@wwa.com 
Red Gate EF! 

3400 W. 111th St #154, Chicago, IL 60655 

friends@enteract.com 

Shawnee EF! 

913 S. Illinois, Carbondale, IL 62901 
(618) 351-0312; sprkiblu@siu.edu 


I NDIANA 

Indiana Forest Alliance 
POB 174, Bloomington, IN 47402 
(812) 332-4878 
Buffalo Trace EF! 

POB 3503, Bloomington, IN 47402 

I OW A 

Prairie Fire EF! 

POB 1284, Dubuque, IA 52004-1284 

prairiefireef@hotmail.com 

KANSAS 

Tornado Alley Resistance 
(913) 568-9525; tyezart@yahoo.com 

LOUISIANA 

Louisiana EF! 

POB 113262, Metairie, LA 70011-3262 
Baratopia EF! 
baratopiaef@yahoo.com 

MAINE 

Wassumkeag EF! 

POB 869, Searsport, ME 04974 
noreastah@acadia.net 

MASSACHUSETTS 

MassEF! 

POB 35, Montague, MA 01351 
Mass Direct Action 
POB 484, Somerset, MA 02726 
Jon Chance 

72 Peterborough St, Apt. 31 
Boston, MA 02215; (617) 859-8155 

MICHIGAN 

World Tree Peace Center 
POB 50814, Kalamazoo, MI 49005 
(616) 383-9317 
Huron River Valley EF! 

POB 1735, Ann Arbor, MI 48106 ■ 
Forests Forever 

POB 493, Traverse City, MI 49685 

MIN NE SOTA 

Forest Ecosystems Action Group 
2441 Lyndale Ave So., Mpls, MN 55405 
(612) 450-9178; paarise@mtn.org 
Big Woods EF! 

POB 580936, Mpls, MN 55458-0936 
(612) 362-3387 
bigwoodsef@hotmail.com 
Wilderness First! 

POB 16075, St. Paul, MN 55116 
wdurness@aol.com 
MISSOURI 
Ray O. McCall 

Rt 1 Box 89, Mountain Grove, MO 65711 

Pink Planarians 

POB 7653, Columbia, MO 65205-7653 
(573) 443-6832 

Chinquapin Resistance/ Confluence 
POB 63232, St. Louis, MO 63163 
(314) 773-2842 

M ONTANA 

Northern Rockies Biodiversity Project 
POB 4431, Whitefish, MT 59937 
(406) 862-4945 
Wild Rockies EF! 

POB 9286, Missoula, MT 59807 
Yellowstone EF! 

POB 6151, Bozeman, MT 59715 
NEBRASKA 

Environmental Resource Center 
370 Bordeaux Rd, Chadron, NE 69337 
(308) 432-3458 

NEVAPA 

Western Shoshone Defense Project 
POB 211106, Crescent Valley, NV 89821 
(702) 468-0230; wsdp@igc.org 
NEW HAMPSHIRE 
New Hampshire EF! 

POB 263, North Hampton, NH 03862 
NEW IERSEY 
Green Vigilance 

46 E. Monroe, Mt Holly, NJ 08060 

(609) 265-0392 

NEW MEXICO 

Land of Disenchantment EF! 

POB 72295, Albuquerque, NM 87195 
New Mexico Direct Action 
POB 22488, Santa Fe, NM 87502-2488 
NEW YORK 

NYC EF! c/o Wetlands Preserve 
161 Hudson St, NY, NY 10013 
(212) 966-4831; fax 925-8715 
adam@wetlands-preserve.org 
Foghorn 

POB 889, Westhampton Beach, NY 11978 
(516) 288-2688 
Love Canal EF! 

(716) 282-7777 
OFF! 

SUNY, Binghamton, NY, 13902-6000 

(607) 777-2050; offeditor@hotmail.com 

Earth Human Animal Alliance 

Sarah Lawrence College 

1 Mead Way, Bronxville, NY 10708-9902 

paralipsis@crosswinds.net 

Project Harmony 

216 W. 122 St, NY, NY 10027 

(212) 662-2878; haja216@aol.com 

More Gardens! Coalition 

50 Avenue B, NY, NY 10009 

NORT H C ARO LI NA 

Balaclava Clad Distro - 

Apt 64, 420 Market St 

Wilmington, NC 28401 

balaclava_clad@hotmail.com 


Katuah EF! 

POB1485, Asheville, NC 28802 
(828) 285-0631; mountainfaction@cs.com 

OHIO 

Cleveland EF! 

17305 Grovewood Ave 
Cleveland, OH 44119; (216) 383-9985 
Ohio Valley EF! 

POB 1 7, University of Cincinnati 
Cincinnati, OH 45221-1001 
(513) 281-6892 
Oberlin EF! 

Wilder Box 76, Oberlin, OH 44074 

oearthfirst@oberIin.edu 

Lake Erie EF! 

2233 Parkwood, Toledo, OH 43620 
Hock-Hocking EF! 

23 Elliott St Athens, OH 45701 
(740) 592-2581 

OREGON 

Cascadia Forest Alliance 
POB 4946, Portland, OR 97208 
(503) 241-4879; fax 235-9976 
Blue Heron EF! 

Reed Coll., SAO, Portland, OR 97202 
(503) 771-1112x7875 
Southern Willamette EF! 

POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440 
Cascadia Forest Defenders 
POB 11122, Eugene, OR 97440 
(541) 684-8977; mickey@efn.org 
Blue Mtns. Biodiversity Project 
HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 
Kalmiopsis EF! 

POB 2093, Cave Junction, OR 97523 
(541) 592-3386; lukas@cdsnet.net 

PENNSYLVANIA 
Allegheny EF! 

POB 81011, Pittsburgh, PA 15217 

Antoinette Dwinga 

102 Third St, Apt 2, Carnegie, PA 15106 

Allegheny Defense Project 

POB 245, Clarion, PA 16214 

(814) 223-4996; fax 223-4997 

adp@envirolink.org 

EF! Philadelphia 

POB 30773, Philadelphia, PA 19104 
efphilly@envirolink.org, (215) 727-0882x3 

TE NN ESSEE 

Katuah EF!/Tennessee Valley Faction 
POB 281, Chattanooga, TN 37401 
(423) 949-5922; johnjEF@bledsoe.net 
French’s Lick EF! 

200 Creekwood Dr., Whitehouse, TN 37188 
Katuah EF!/River Faction 
POB 16242, Knoxville, TN 37996 
(865) 633-8483, katuah@fcmail.com 

TEXAS 
EF! Austin 

2900 Lafayette St, Austin, TX 78722 
(512) 478-7666 
EF! San Antonio 
(210) 822-7646; ca60515@swt.edu 
South Texas EF! 

4114 Claudia, Corpus Christi, TX 78418 
(512) 937-6019 
East Texas EF! 

Rt 1, Box 2120, Point Blank, TX 77364 
Lusus Naturaes Environ. Collective 
1421 Longhorn, Houston, TX 77080 
lususnaturae71@hotmail.com 

U TAH 

Autonomy House 

POB 11015, SLC, UT 84147 

Wild Wasatch Front 

864 W. 700 St, Brigham City, UT 84302 

VERMONT 

Biodiversity Liberation Front 

POB 57, Burlington, VT 05402 

Save the Corporations 

169 Main St, Brattleboro, VT 05301 

(802) 254-4847; fax 254-7358 

VIRGINIA 

Virginia EF! 

Rt 1, Box 250, Staunton, VA 22401 

(540) 885-6983 

EF! Collective @ VCU 

Student Activities Center, Box 93 

POB 842035, Richmond, VA 23284 

(804) 353-5055 

DC Area EF! 

3614 Old Post Rd, Fairfax, VA 22030 
(703) 273-8859 

WASHINGTON 

Seattle EF! 

POB 95113, Seattle, WA 98145 
tel/fax (206) 632-1656; sea-ef@scn.org 
Direct Action Network 
POB 95113, Seattle, WA 98145 
Olympia EF! 

POB 12391, Olympia, WA 98508 

WEST VIRGINIA 

Central Appalachian Biodiversity Project 

Rt 3, Box 390, Hedgesville, WV 25427 

(304) 754-9161 

WISCONSIN 

Midwest Headwaters EF! 

31 University Square 
Four Lakes-Madison, WI 53715 
(608) 262-9036 
Chippewa Valley EF! 

POB 1151, Eau Claire, WI 54702 
(608) 782-6997 


International 


There is an international 
Earth First! web page at: 
www.eco-actton.org/ef/ 
AUSTRALIA 

Rainforest Information Centre 
POB 368, Lismore, NSW 248Q 
(066) 21 85 05 

Australian EF! Action Update 

ef_au@hotmail.com 

EF! Australia Community 

Lot 9 Halliford Rd. Via Dalby, Qld 4405 

tel/fax 61 (0) 7 3207 0033 

admin@earthfirst.org.au 

CANADA 

North American ALF Press Office 

POB 3673, Courtenay, BC V9N 7P1 

(250) 897-0791; fax (419) 858-9065 

naalfpo@tao.ca 

EF! Prince George 

Box 1762, Prince George, BC V2L 4V7 

Boreal Owl 

Box 1053, Kamloops, BC V2C 6H2 
EF! Manitoba 
599 Talbot Ave, Winnipeg 
Manitoba R2L 0R7; (204) 453-9052 
EF! Toronto 

POB 195 Stn. B, 119 Spadina Ave 

Toronto, Ontario M5T 2W1 

earthfirst.toronto@tao.ca 

EF! Ottawa 

Box 4612, Station E 

Ottawa, Ontario K1S 5H8 

Autonomous Green Action 

POB 4721, Station E, Ottawa 

Ontario K1S SH9; soy@igs.net 

EF! Montreal St Diffusion Noire 

c/o Librairie Alternative 

2035 St. Laurent, 2 e etage 

Montreal, Quebec H2X 2T3 

CURACAO 

EF! Curasao 

POB 4893, Willemstad, Curacao 

Netherlands Antilles 

fax 599-9-4616256 

falcone@fiberia. com 

CZECH REPUBLIC 

Zeme Predevsim 

POB 237, 16041 Prague 6 

zemepredevsxm@ecn.cz 

Car Busters Magazine St Resource Ctr 

Kratka 26, 100 00 Praha 10 

+(420) 2 781-0849; fax 781-67-2 7 

carbusters@ecn.cz 

EIRE 

An Talari ill Olo> *-/o 

Abbey St., Ballinrobe, County Mayo 

Limerick Talamh Glas 

41 Glasgow Park, Limerick 

00 353 61 313308 
ENGLANP 

Over SO Earth First! and radical 
ecological direct action groups exist in 
the " United Kingdom." There are also 
a number of other anarchist/revolution- 
ary groups and projects. For a list or for 
general news from the UK, contact: 

EF! Action Update 

c/o POB 1TA, Newcastle-upon-Tyne 

NE99 ITA; 0797 479 1841 

actionupdate@gn.apc.org 

Do or Die 

c/o Prior House, 6 Tilbury Place, 
Brighton, East Sussex, BN2 2GY 
doordtp@yahoo.co.uk 
FINLAND 
Finland EF! 

Viivinkatu 17 AS 17 

33610 Tampere 61; ransu@sd.fi 

EF! Finland 

tristan@iki.fi, tristantrefoil@iki.fi 

FRANCE 

Les Eco-guerriers 

71 Av. Jean Jaur£s, 92140 Clamart 

01 40 95 09 06; contact@earth-first.org 
GERMANY 

EF! Germany c/o Avalon 
Friedrich-Ebert Str 24, 45127 Essen 


INDIA 

Anand Skaria 

PB #14, Cochin 682001, Kerala 
(009) 484-25435 
Bander Bagicha 

Near Maurya Lok PATNA-800 001 
Bihar, Post Box 229 

ISRA E L 

Green Action Israel 
POB 4611, Tel-Aviv, 61046 
+972 (0) 3 516 2349 

THE NETHERLANDS 
Groene Front! 

Postbus 85069, 3508 AB, Utrecht 

groenfr@dds.nl 

P HILIP PIN ES 

Ariel Betan, Green Forum 

3rd Floor, Liberty Building 

Pasay Road, Makati, Metro Manila 

(2) 816-0986, 851-110, 818-3207 

Volunteers for Earth Defense 

189 San Antonio Ext. SFDM 

1105 Quezon City 

EF! Campaign East M. Mia. 

POB 176, Tagig Central PO 
1632 Tagig, M. Mia. 

POLAND 

Workshop for All Beings 

POB 40, 43-304 Bielsko, Biala 4 

tel/fax +48 33(8)183153 

In Defense of the Earth 

Towarzystwo Ekologiczne 

"W Obronieziemi” Domonika Baryla 

ul. Limanowskiego 138/42 

91-038, Lodz; +48 42 653-38-16 

goral@tewoz.most.org.pl 

RUSSIA 

ECODEFENSE! 

Moskovsky prospekt 120-34236006 
Kaliningrad/Koenigsburg 
tel/fax +7 (0112) 43 72 86 
ecodefense@glas.apc.org 
Rainbow Keepers (10 local groups) 
POB 14, Nizhni Novgorod, 603082 
(8312) 34-32-80 
Rainbow Keepers (Moscow) 

(095) 954-91-93, rk@glas.apc.org 

Rainbow Keepers 

POB 52, Kasimov, 391330 

+7 (09131) 4 15 14; rk@lavrik.ryazan.ru 

SCOTLAND 

Glasgow EF! 

POB 180, Glasgow G4 9AB 
44 (0)41 636 1924/339 8009 
fax 424 3688; scotree@gn.apc.org 

Slobodna alternativa 
Staromestska 6/D, 811 03 Bratislava 

SOUTH AFRICA 
Earth Action! 

POB 181034, Dalbridge, Durban 6016 
SOUTH KOREA 
Green Korea United 
110-740 

#605 Korean Ecumenical Bldg. 136-56 
Younji-Dong, Jongro-Gu, Seoul 
82-2-747-8500, fax 82-2-766-4180 
environ@chollian.net 

SPAIN 

Manuel A. Demandes, Taller de E. A. 
A. Curuxa, J. B., XelmirerJ 
Campus Universitario, 1570 S Santiago 
(81) 584321; fax 584533 

SWEDEN 
Morgan Larsson 

Lagmansgaten 9C, 46-37 Vanersborg 
Action For Social Ecology 
Box 34089, 10026 Stockholm; 
+46-70-7560195; ekologisten@usa.net 

UKRAINE 

Rainbow Keepers (5 local groups) 
POB 322, Kiev 252187 
+7 38 (044) 265-7628; fax 550-6068 
rk@cci.glasnet.ru 

WA LES 

Gwynedd & Mon EF! 

The Greenhouse, 1, Trevelyan Terrace 
Bangor, Gwynedd LL57 1AX 
01248-355821 


For changes to the directory or to subscribe to the 
Earth First! Journal, contact us at: 

POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440-1415 
(541) 344-8004; earthfirst@igc.org 


f 


EF! Projects 
(j Campaigns 

Bioengineering Action Network 
POB 11331, Eugene, OR 97440 
ban@tao.ca; www.tao.ca/-ban 
Cold Mountain, Cold Rivers 
POB 7941, Missoula, MT 59807 
(406) 728-0867; cmcr@wildrockies.org 


EF! Direct Action Fund 

POB 210, Canyon, CA 94516 
tel/fax (925) 376-7329 
End Corporate Dominance 
HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 
(541) 468-2028 
Warrior Poets Society 
PMB 361 

108 Student Union #4510 
Berkeley, CA 94720-4510 
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Burnout operation on Thompson Creek near Superior, Montana, August 2000 
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The Problem 


Today is the most critical moment in 
the three-and-a-half-billion-year history 
of life on Earth. Never before — not even 
during the mass extinctions of the dino- 
saurs at the end of the Cretaceous pe- 
riod, 65 million years ago — has there 
been such an intense period of extinc- 
tion as we are now witnessing, such a 
drastic reduction in the biological diver- 
sity of this planet. 

Over the last several hundred years, 
human civilization has declared war on 
large mammals, leading some ecologists 
to assert that the only large mammals to 
survive the near future will be those we 
humans choose to allow to live. 

Other prominent biologists, looking 
aghast on the wholesale devastation oft 
tropical rainforests and temperate old- 
growth forests, rapidly accelerating de- 
sertification, and destruction of 
"charismatic megafauna" due to habitat 
destruction and poaching, say that Earth 
could lose one quarter to one third of all 
species within a few years. 

Not only is the blitzkrieg against the 
natural world destroying ecosystems 
and their associated species, but our 
activities are now beginning to have 
fundamental, systemic effects upon the 
entire life-support system of the 
planet — destroying the ozone layer 
which protects us from excessive ultra- 
violet radiation, changing the carbon 
dioxide ratio in the atmosphere, poi- 
soning the oceans, and spreading acid 
rain, radioactive fallout, pesticides and 
industrial contamination throughout 
the biosphere. 

Indeed, biologists have warned that all 
vertebrate evolution is coming to an end 
due solely to the activities of humans. 

Clearly, the conservation battle is not 
one of merely protecting outdoor recre- 
ation opportunities, neither is it a mat- 
ter of elitist aesthetics, nor "wise 
management and use" of natural re- 
sources. It is a battle for life itself, for the 
continuous flow of evolution. 

We — this generation of humans — are 
at our most important juncture since 
we came out of the trees six million 
years ago. It is our decision — ours to- 
day — whether Earth continues to be a 
marvelous, living, diverse oasis in the 
vastness of space, or whether the char- 
ismatic megafauna and flora of the fu- 
ture will consist of Norway rats, 
cockroaches and kudzu. 
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^ How Deep is 
Sr Your Ecology? 

A thing is right when it tends to preserve the 
integrity, stability, and beauty of the biotic 
community. Itiswrongwhen ittends otherwise. 

— Aldo Leopold 


Why 

Earth First!? 


Are you tired of namby-pamby envi- 
ronmental groups? Are you tired of over- 
paid corporate environmentalists who 
suck up to bureaucrats and industry? 
Have you become disempowered by the 
reductionist approach of environmental 
professionals and scientists? 

If you answered yes to any of these 
questions, then Earth First! is for you. 
Earth First! is effective. Our frontline, 
direct-action approach to protecting wil- 
derness gets results. We have succeeded 
in cases where other environmental 
groups had given up, and have drawn 
public attention to the crises facing the 
natural world. 

Earth First! was founded in 1979 in 
response to a lethargic, compromising 
and increasingly corporate environmen- 
tal community. Earth First! took a decid- 
edly different tack towards environmen- 
tal issues. We believe in using all the 
tools in the tool box — ranging from 
grassroots organizing and involvement 
in the legal process to civil disobedience 
and monkeywrenching. 

Earth First! is not an organization, but a 
movement. There are no "members" of 
Earth First!, only Earth Firstlers. It is a belief 
in biocentrism, or Deep Ecology, and a 
practice of putting our beliefs into action. 

While there is broad diversity within 
Earth First! — from animal rights vegetar- 
ians to wilderness hunting guides, from 
monkeywrenchers to careful followers of 
Gandhi, from rowdy backwoods bucka- 
roos to thoughtful philosophers, from 
misanthropes to humanists — there is agree- 
ment on one thing, the need for action! 


The central insight of the science of 
ecology is the realization that all things 
are connected, that human beings are 
merely one of the millions of species that 
have been shaped by the process of evo- 
lution for billions of years. 

That understanding enables us to an- 
swer the question, "Why protect wilder- 
ness?" Is it because wilderness makes pretty 
picture postcards? Because it protects wa- 
tersheds for downstream use by agricul- 
ture, industry and homes? Because it cleans 
the cobwebs out of our heads after a long 
week in the auto factory or at the com- 
puter? Because it preserves resource-ex- 
traction opportunities for future genera- 
tions? Because some unknown plant living 
in the wilds may hold a cure for cancer? 

No. It is because wilderness is. Because 
it is the real world, the flow of life, the 
process of evolution, the repository of 
those billions of years of shared travel. 

All natural things have intrinsic value, inher- 
ent worth. Their value is not determined by 
what they will ring up on the cash register 
of GNP, nor by whether or not the are good. 
They are. They exist. For their own sake. 
Without consideration for any real or imag- 
ined value to human civilization. 

Even more important than individual 
species is the wild interconnected 
community — the wilderness, co- 
evolution, the stream of life unimpeded 
by industrial interference or human 
manipulation. These twin themes of 
interconnectedness and intrinsic value 
form the core of the ideas of such pioneer 
ecological thinkers as John Muir, Aldo 
Leopold and Rachel Carson, and are the 
basis for action by Earth First!ers. This 
biocentric world view is opposed to the 
anthropocentric paradigm of civilization 
and the reformist position of mainstream 
environmental groups. 

Earth First! does not operate from a 
basis of political pragmatism or what is 
perceived to be "possible." Wilderness, 
natural diversity, is not something that 
can be compromised in the political 
arena. We are unapologetic advocates for 
the natural world, for Earth. 




Once and Future Earth First! 


by Bron Taylor 

Radical Environmentalism. Deep Ecology. Ecocentrism. Biodiversity. Ecofeminism. Bioregionalism. Ecotage. 
When I first went to the woods to meet Earth First! activists more than a decade ago, I knew little about such 
things. What I did know was that there was a group of rowdy activists risking arrest and repression in defense 
of nature. I knew also about the escalating rate of environmental deterioration — so something in the emerging 
portrait struck an internal chord. 

I previously had concluded, as a student of social movements, that whenever people clamor outside the gates 
of power, risking their freedom doing so, all people of good will should carefully consider their claims and 
grievances. It is often from the margins that the greatest truths are told. Based on what I could read about the 
movement in the mainstream press, however, I was ambivalent. So I went to the woods to see for myself. 

When asked to briefly explain radical environmentalism, I sometimes speak about three pillars of 
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Earth Firstl's activism: 

First is a belief that the world's living systems are valuable apart 
from their usefulness to humans and a conviction that all forms 
of life should flourish. (This is the essence of 
Deep Ecology.) There is great diversity in the 
experiences that evoke such feelings, and in 
the philosophical or religious streams with 
which movement activists feel affinity. To 
convey their sense of the value of life on 
Earth, however, movement activists of all 
sorts tend to refer to nature as sacred. No 
other word seems adequate. 

Second is a fact-claim, that humans are 
precipitating a massive extinction episode 

Third is a fervent conviction that re- 
sisting this assault on the Earth's living 
systems is a sacred duty, and that the 
finality of extinction can justify extra- 
legal tactics. 

Of course there is far more to it than 
this. But this bare-bones outline can 
provide a framework for briefly re- 
flecting on two decades — and the fu- 
ture — of Earth First! activism. 

The sacred ground that animates 
Earth First! activism and the related 
belief in the intrinsic value of na- 
ture cannot be arrived at by reason. 

They must be felt. This explains 
why activists often urge one an- 
other to get out to the remaining 
wild places, to "feel the magic" or 
“hear the Earth's sacred voices." 




by Howie Wolke 


Wilderness is the matrix that supports all life on Earth, all known life in the 
universe. Wilderness is the unique seething cauldron of evolution — a dynamic 
mix of physical and biotic processes that continues to create, destroy and hone 
life. In other words, wilderness is the real world, not a theoretical construct of 
civilized people, even though the concept not the reality, required civilization as 
its antithesis. 

If you think all this to be hyperbole, consider: All crops, fibers and domesticated 
animals are but a tiny step removed from wilderness-derived biota. Even our 
human-created cauldrons of people, pavement and pollution — places like New 
York City, Calcutta and Houston — are made of materials and supported by 
processes that are of the wilds. Our dumbest and most absurd domesticates like 
sheep and miniature poodles are genetically 99.9 percent of their wild ancestors. 
And, for better or worse, the human brain evolved in and has been shaped by the 
wilderness and all of its challenges and opportunities. 

The America first experienced by Europeans was largely a teeming wilderness 
with an unbelievable profusion of life. Over 60 million bison. . . a couple hundred 
thousand griz... giant elk herds across the plains and from coast to coast... 
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Elk and wildfire in Montana, summer 2000 

Speaking of fundamental issues, humans and their support structures 
now usurp about 40 percent of the Earth's terrestrial net primary 
production. We are literally gobbling up wild nature. As our population 
continues to explode, that figure will grow. In addition, if we don't soon 
reduce our consumption of fossil fuels and other greenhouse gas-emit- 
ting substances, many wildlands will likely become impoverished rem- 
nants of their pasts, unable to adapt to the resulting rapid climate 
change. So the twin terrors of global warming and human overpopula- 
tion can no longer be ignored by wildland advocates. Nor, for that 
matter, by anyone else. When I quit Earth First! in 1990, ten years after 
co-founding it with Dave Foreman and Mike Roselle, it was to maintain 
my focus on wilderness, wildland habitat and related biodiversity issues 
without some of the baggage that came with being an Earth Firstler back 
then. I am, after all, not a social activist but a wildland conservationist 
(though I also like Ed Abbey's self label of "wild preservative"), inspired 
by the likes of Muir, Marshall, Leopold, Abbey and dangerous carnivores. 
Although I don't generally work on other environmental issues such as 
urban decay, toxics, sprawl and atom-splitting, I care deeply about these 
things and support the efforts of those who do. 

Yet for me, it all comes back to the wilds. I hate sprawl not for its intrinsic 
unpleasantness for humans, but because it engulfs wild nature. Urban decay 
encourages sprawl and rural migration, thus creating additional impacts on 
nearby wildlands. Toxics poison the entire planet, not just those who produce 
and disseminate them. And grasslands, grizzlies and Gila monsters will also 
fare poorly in the wake of future Hiroshimas and Chernobyls. Really, my 
primary concern is wild nature, not humans, one species out of an estimated 
10 to 100 million. 

According to some, such thinking is misanthropic. So be it. Still, only a fool 
would fail to acknowledge that we're all in this boat — this sweet, sensuous, 
living Earth — together, adrift in the endless celestial sea, distinct from one 
another yet connected to all. 

Wilderness. Roadless areas. Wildlands. Unspoiled nature. Wild coun- 
try. Lots of names for the Earth's basic living fabric. Too many names 
perhaps, for something seemingly valued by so few. Nonetheless, unde- 
veloped wilderness is, above all, the essential habitat for life's evolution- 
ary drama. The great challenge facing modern conservation is to reach 
out beyond the choir, beyond our movement, to convince the thinking 
members of this society that saving and restoring the Earth's wildness is 
crucial. For as we lose wildness, we lose not just grizzlies, salmon, bull 
trout, lynx, goshawks, murrelets, owls, songbirds, amphibians and so 
much more definable life, but we also lose the undefinable vitality of a 
living planet, a vestige of our wild selves, the wisdom of the ages and the 
answers to questions we've not yet developed the wisdom to- ask. 

Howie Wolke is a wilderness guide, long-time conservationist and writer 
who lives in the Bitterroot Mountains near Conner, Montana. Despite global 
warming, he still dreams of the day when Pleistocene glaciers will return to 
scrape away much of humanity's mess. 


billions of passenger pigeons blackening the 
eastern sky... billions of anadromous spawn- 
ing salmon... unbroken virgin forests and 
unplowed prairies. . . living floodplains and del- 
tas nourished by rich silt-laden floodwaters... 

So great was the pre-Columbian American 
wilderness that folks today, afflicted by collec- 
tive landscape amnesia (the inability to recall 
healthy landscapes that have disappeared; 
people can't recall what they've never seen), 
can't even imagine the magic squandered in 
just a few generations. And this isn't just a sad 
American tale, it's the story of most of the world. 

Why wilderness? For the many thousands of 
species that otherwise succumb to habitat frag- 
mentation, pollution, competition with exotics 
and other human-induced stresses that charac- 
terize urban, suburban and rural environments. 

It is the loss of wilderness and related wild 
habitats that is most (but not entirely) respon- 
sible for today's unprecedented biological meltdown 
in which many thousands of species bite the prover- 
bial dust each year. 

Why wilderness? Because leading conservation bi- 
ologists assert that the demise of big wilderness has 
effectively halted terrestrial evolution for large verte- 
brates over most of the Earth. 

Why wilderness? Because, to paraphrase Aldo 
Leopold, there are those who can live without wild 
nature and those who cannot. I believe that lack of 
wildness is a disease that's responsible for much of our 
destructive behavior, both toward each other and 
toward the rest of the biotic community. 

In other words, wilderness is the most fundamental 
issue for conservation and environmentalism. 


Lower Proxy Falls, in the Three Sisters Wilderness, Oregon 
Facing page: Horsepasture Mountain looking at Three Sisters 
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A cholla, near the Colorado River Delta, keeps watch over the desert in Pinacate International Park in Mexico. 


An Earth First! Alphabet 


A is for Abbey, that curmudgeonly fellow. 

B is for beer, sometimes colored yellow. 

C is for caltrops, to flatten a tire. 

D is for dams, that will one day expire. 

E is for Earth First!, that stout-hearted crew. 

F is fence-cutters (you know what to do). 
G is Green Fire, of Leopold fame. 

H is for Hayduke, that fabulous name. 

I is incendiary, like burning dozers. 

J is for jail time, and other enclosures. 

K is for kill, what they’ll do if they catch you. 

L is for lover of nature, you wretch, you. 
M is for monkey wrench, made in America. 
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N is for nightwork, with your girlfriend, Erika, 
o is for oil, in wilderness drilled. 

P is for Prince William Sound, where it’s spilled. 
Q is for quest for the wild and free. 

R is for river, a great place to be. 

S is for spike, you do when you must. 

T is three people, the most you can trust. 

U is unseen, as you slip thru the woods. 

V is for victory — getting the goods. 

VP is for wilderness, also for wild. 

X is the mark you put down, and just smiled. 

Y is for you, the puzzle’s missing piece, 
z is for zeal, that can only increase. 

— Dennis Fritzinger 



Bumpy Roads, Cold Beer and the Formation of Earth First! 





by Rik Scarce 

(The following article is excerpted from 
Eco-Warriors: Understanding the Radi- 
cal Environmental Movement.) 

Myths and wilderness 

Some say Earth First! was 
Abbey's brainchild, and, in truth, 
there can be no doubt that its 
fun-loving, monkeywrench- 
wielding spirit draws much 
inspiration from the writ- 
ings of "Cactus Ed," as 
Abbey was called. But it 
was indeed the failure of 
the political system that 
gave rise to Earth First!. 

Dave Foreman, 
who had left 
his job as the 
Wilderness 
Society's Southwest re- 
gional representative 
nine months before, 
said at the rally follow- 
ing the "cracking,” 

"The main reason for 
Earth First! is to create 
a broader spectrum within the environ- 
mental community... The people who 
started Earth First! felt there was a need 
for a radical wing to the environmental 
movement. Somebody has to say what 
needs to be said." 

The particular political defeat which 
spurred Foreman and four other activ- 
ists to break away from the muddle- 
through crowd and form Earth First! 
was RARE II, the Forest Service's Roadless 
Area Review and Evaluation project that 
had seen the old-line environmental 
groups compromise so much internally 
that less than one-fourth of the 80- 
million acres under study was desig- 
nated as wilderness. It was time for the 
creation of a new niche within the 
environmental community... 

But nothing came of the talk 
until Foreman, ex-Yippie Mike 
Roselle, Wyoming Wilderness 
Society representative Bart 
Koehler, his sidekick Howie 
Wolke and former Park Service 
seasonal ranger Ron Kezar took 
a trip to the Pinacate Desert 
in northern Mexico. "If 
Earth First! hadn't come 
along, somebody else 
would have come along 
with something like it," 
says Kezer. "It was an idea 
whose time had come." 


When he and the others stumbled out 
of Foreman's Volkswagen van into the 
warm Mexican sun in April 1980, their 
primary intention was to have a good 
time, not to carve a new niche for 
themselves in the environmental 
movement. They wanted to drink 
cases of beer at a sitting, eat 
fulsome quantities of shrimp, 
and forget about what was 
happening in DC. As they sat 
around the campfire, how- 
ever, their love for wild 
places took over... 

Earth First! mythol- 
ogy has it that Kezar 
and the others cre- 
ated Earth First! 
while in the desert 
or while reveling 
in a whorehouse. 
That mythology is 
vitally important, 
as essential to Earth 
First!ers as founders' 
resumes are to main- 
stream environmental or- 
ganizations. Cynics 
might say that myths 
cover up lies or unpleasantness. But for 
Earth First!ers they are concentrated 
truths, mixtures of reality, fantasy and 
wisdom. The Earth First! creation myths 
are flavorful, rich and evocative of the 
sort of image that the macho cowboys 
wanted to propagate. 

Although portions of the "real" story 
behind the founding have been lost, 
enough remain to clarify that the true 
genesis of Earth First! did not come in a 
wild, romantic desert or a cheap, bawdy 
brothel. Quite simply, Earth First! got 
started in Foreman's VW bus on 
the road to Albuquerque. After 
leaving Mexico, Wolke says the 
group dropped off Koehler in 
Tucson "to have an 
affair with a lady 
lawyer" he had 
met earlier 


Bart Koehler as Johnny Sagebrush 


in the trip, then they deposited Kezar 
at his place in New Mexico. Emulating 
The Monkey Wrench Gang's wild-eyed 
leader, Wolke and Foreman were in the 
front seats polishing off a case of 
Budweiser, Roselle sprawled out in the 
rear, as they drove toward Albuquer- 
que and Foreman's mother's famous 
chicken-fried steak. There was more 
ranting and raving about the emascu- 
lated mainstream and fantastic talk of 
a group that would fight to set aside 
multi-million acre ecological preserves 
in Ohio, South Texas and other for- 
saken places across the nation. "We 
were closing roads in Yellowstone and 
re-uniting the Absaroka wildernesses 
in Idaho, Wyoming and Montana," 
says Wolke. "The next thing you know, 
we were setting up a massive system of 
ecological land preserves in every 
bioregion of the United States." 

Suddenly, Foreman called out "Earth 
first!" "The next thing you know," 
Wolke says, "Roselle drew a clenched- 
fist logo, passed it up to the front of the 
van, and there was Earth First." The 
exclamation mark was added later that 
year. With a tremendous amount of 
enthusiasm and no money, the Found- 
ing Fathers began plotting. "We iden- 
tified all the ecosystems in the US," 
Roselle recalls. "Then we identified ar- 
eas within each of those that would 
have to be protected in order to main- 
tain biological diversity so that no mat- 
ter what happened outside of those, 
there would still be genetic material to 
reconstruct biota. " They put together a 
mailing list of seventy-five influential 
contacts, sent the biodiversity listing, 
and wondered what to do next. 


Howie Wolke, Mike Roselle and Dave Foreman in a quiet moment during the 1987 Grand Canyon RRR. 
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November 8, 1986: A daring commando raid leaves half of Iceland's whaling fleet lying on the bottom of the harbor. 


Raid on Reykjavik* 

Saboteurs Sink Icelandic Pirate Whaling Ships 


by Captain Paul Watson 

(This article is reprinted from The Earth 
First! Reader: Ten Years of Radical Envi- 
ronmentalism.) 

Hold it right there. Before you begin to 
read the narrative that follows, let's get 
something straight. If you are a self- 
righteous tight-ass who gets morally in- 
dignant about correct tactics, then do 
yourself and us a favour and read Time or 
the Greenpeace Examiner instead. This ar- 
ticle does not contain scenes of excessive 
violence, nor does it contain sexually 
explicit material (unfortunately). It does, 
however, advocate the destruction of 
property because I believe that respect 
for life takes precedence over respect for 
property which is used to take lives. 

Let's get something else straight. The 
killing of whales in 1986 is a crime. It is 
a violation of international law, but 
more importantly it is a crime against 
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nature and against future generations 
of humanity. So, I don't want any 
crappy letters about tradition, liveli- 
hood or Icelandic rights. 

With that said, we can begin the story. 

August 1985: The Sea Shepherd stops in 
Reykjavik while on route to the Faroe 
Islands. We berth directly behind the 
Greenpeace ship Sirius. Across the harbour, 
we see the Icelandic whaling fleet tied 
together. Our plan is to take on provisions 
before heading to the Faroes. While there, 
pictures are taken, port facilities surveyed, 
security measures observed, and a few 
crew tour the site of a whale processing 
plant 50 miles from the city. 

Our arrival did not go unnoticed. The 
Icelandic police post a 24-hour guard at 
our gangway and police divers investi- 
gate the hulls of the whalers every few 
hours. Some of this activity is the fault 
of our reputation and some of it results 
from a Greenpeace conference where we 


were accused of being terrorists. 
Greenpeace made it clear that they were 
not associated with us in any way. We 
hold our own press conference to say 
that we are not associated with the wimps 
on the Sirius in any way. A bunch like 
that can give us a bad name. At the same 
time, we deliver a warning to Iceland 
through the media: We have not come 
to interfere with Icelandic whaling at 
the moment; but if Iceland intends to 
violate the moratorium on commercial 
whaling set to begin in 1986, then Ice- 
land can expect to see the enforcement 
of International Whaling Commission 
(IWC) regulations. 

We then left Iceland and Greenpeace. 
Greenpeace workers were relieved to 
see us leave. They were "networking" 
with the whalers — giving tours of their 
ship and sharing beer with whale-killers. 

continued on page 94 
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The Kalmiopsis Wilderness as seen from the top of Bald Mountain 


(This article first appeared in the Litha 
1983 edition of the Earth First! Journal.) 

"If you don't get out of the way, I'm 
going to kill you!" screamed Plumley 
Company bulldozer operator Fred Brown 
to five Earth Firstiers blocking his path at 
the end of the remote road in the Siskiyou 
National Forest near Grants Pass, Oregon. 
But the five stood firm even as Brown 
charged them time and again with his 
machine. Finally, he buried them with 
dirt from the blade. The fight for the 
North Kalmiopsis was, in Mike Roselle's 
words, "getting gnarly." 

The fight to save 160,000 acres of pri- 
meval forest had begun two weeks earlier 
on April 25, when Mike Roselle, Steve 
Marsden, Pedro Tama and Kevin Everhart 
shut down operations on the Bald Moun- 
tain Road for over three hours until 
Josephine County sheriff's deputies ar- 
rived to arrest them. They were charged 
with disorderly conduct and spent the 
night in jail. 

Nine days later, seven Oregonians 
blockaded construction at the same 
site — but with a twist. They handcuffed 
and chained themselves to the bull- 
dozer when the police arrived. They 
thus shut down operations for four 
hours. They were released from jail that 
day on their own recognizance. 

Then on May 12, Dave Willis and Dave 
Foreman set up a road block on the access 
road 10 miles from the construction area 
to stop Plumley workers on their way to 
work. With their support team, they 
pulled a downed tree into the road in 
front of themselves because, as Foreman 
said, "1 don't want to be a hood ornament 
on a Plumley truck." 

At 6 a.m., a sheriff's deputy arrived and 
asked them to move. They refused. The 
deputy then winched the log out of the 
way and parked 50 feet in front of them. 
Willis, missing both hands and feet from 
frostbite, was in his wheelchair. At 6:15, 


the Plumley six pack pickup carrying five 
workers arrived and drove around the 
deputy's vehicle. The workers tried to 
pass Willis on the inside of the road cut, 
but Foreman stepped over and blocked 
their path. They then drove to the out- 
side of the road bend. Foreman stepped 
back in place. 

For a moment the blockaders faced off 
the track. Then it shot forward, hitting 
Foreman in the chest and knocking him 
back five feet. Again truck and man faced 
off. The track pushed against Foreman. He 
pushed back. Les Moore, the driver, accel- 
erated. Foreman had to backpedal to keep 
from being run over. He finally lost his 
balance and went down. He held on to the 
bumper for a few seconds, and the truck 
finally stopped... after having pushed him 
a distance later measured at 103 yards. 

The five construction workers piled 
out of the truck and surrounded Fore- 
man, who was lying half under it. "You 
dirty communist bastard," yelled Les 
Moore. "Why don 't you go back to Russia 


where you came from? * 

"But, Les," Foreman replied, "I'm a 
registered Republican." 

The deputy then dashed up, hand- 
cuffed Foreman and dragged him away, 
under arrest for disorderly conduct. 
The construction workers heaped abuse 
on the media people present, warning 
them not to take further photographs 
"or else." 

Foreman was bailed out of jail that 
afternoon. The sheriff's department told 
the media that there had been no as- 
sault, that Foreman had stepped in front 
of a moving vehicle and had been 
knocked down and that the truck had 
immediately stopped. However, a UPI 
reporter had witnessed the entire inci- 
dent, and two TV stations had filmed it. 
The Forest Service and Sheriff's' Depart- 
ment were caught in their cover-up when 
the TV news aired that evening. The 
question remaining was: Had the au- 
thorities encouraged the construction 
workers to intimidate the blockaders? 



Early blockade technology: EFlers occupy the Bald Mountain Road in Oregon's Siskiyou 

National Forest, May 1983. 
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The Life and Times of Our Beloved 


by Kris Maenz 

The first time I ever saw an Earth 
First! Journal was the spring of 1989. 
I had just discovered EF!, and almost 
every aspect of it enthralled me. I took 
the newspaper in my hands, examining 
the black and white pictures and bold headlines proclaiming 
defiance. At that moment my life and the Journal's began the 
bizarre dance that led to my picking up the pen to write this 
history of Earth First!: The Radical Environmental Journal. 

A Bit of History 

Although rumors exist that the movement was founded in 
a brothel somewhere in Mexico, I like to believe it started 
atop the beautiful little volcano, Mount Pinacate. I went 
there once and was amazed that from its crest you could see 
the Pacific Ocean beyond Baja California Norte. The Califor- 
nia Peninsula tears itself away from the North American 
continent as waves crest and break on sand blown from 
nearby volcanic peaks. The strength and magnitude of the 
planet was evident before my eyes. I could feel the planet 
moving under my feet. 

It is not difficult to believe that a place like that could 
motivate five guys to want to put the Earth first. How easy 
it would be to climb down the mountain feeling strong 
and proud and angry and right. Driving home, basking in 
the afterglow of a nature experience that would boggle 
even the staunchest of bitter activists, they decided to 
establish an uncompromising wing of the wilderness- 
preservation movement. 

It was March 1980 when that fateful hike took place. That 
July, soon after the first Round River Rendezvous (RRR) at 
Wyoming's T-Cross Ranch, two of the hikers, Dave Foreman 
and Howie Wolke, decided to mail out a short photocopied 
newsletter poetically named Nature More (from Byron's "I love 
not man the less, but nature more") . On November 1 , 1 980, the 
Earth First Newsletter appeared. It was originally eight pages 
photocopied and produced out of Susan Morgan’s home in 
Breckenridge, Colorado. When Susan, a crossover from The 
Wilderness Society, moved to Seattle, so did the newsletter. 

Late in 1981, Pete Dustrud, a journalist and photogra- 
pher, changed the newsletter to a newspaper after getting a 
job as a shipping clerk at a Salt Lake City press, making it 
affordable to have headlines, photographs and all the trim- 
mings of a big-league publication. Readership of the simple 
Earth First! Newsletter (now with an exclamation point!) 
climbed, and a T-shirt and bumpersticker business was 
started to supported it. 

By now, the desert crossing's drunkenly concocted ideas 
had blossomed into a full-blown movement, and although 
the basis was anarchistic in nature, a formal structure was 
needed in order to cash checks and pay bills at the paper. 
The newsletter was set up to have a single proprietor making 
it a separate entity within the Earth First! movement. 

Monkeywrenching was a frequent topic in the pages of 
the paper over the next few issues, and in 1983, at the third 
RRR at Little Granite Creek, Wyoming, Pete resigned as 
editor. He was afraid of the possible repercussions of pub- 
lishing a "Dear Ned Ludd" column about spiking roads. A 
few others left the movement at the same time, foreshadow- 
ing arguments to come. What had started as a little newslet- 


ter changed into Earth First!: The Radical Environmental Journal, 
and Bart Koehler and Dave Foreman stepped forward as co- 
editors. Dave also became the sole proprietor. 

For the next few years, a changing group of close friends put 
out "the voice of the movement." It was published first in Ely, 
Nevada, and moved to Tucson, Arizona, late in 1984, where it 
briefly sported the "No Compromise Environmental Journal" 
masthead before changing back to "The Radical Environmen- 
tal Journal." Eventually, John Davis, a young, outspoken col- 
lege student from the Midwest, was hired as a full-time manag- 
ing editor. The Journal developed a niche of its own in the world 
of environmental literature. It covered radical environmental 
activism on its front pages and was based on Dave Foreman's 
earlier proclamation that it would provide: 

• A forum for internal discussion within the conservation 
movement about strategy, organization and the like, and to 
critique of environmental groups than compromise and co-opt 

• A forum for discussion of biocentric philosophy, "Deep 
Ecology," in a non-technical way for grassroots wilderness 
activists 

• Ambitious, ecological wilderness proposals and discussion 
of conservation issues from an uncompromising standpoint. 


Dave Foreman spreads the wilderness-defense message at a Unitarian 

church, April 1984. 
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Journal — A Not-So-Brief History 


Because the editors relocated so did the 
paper, to Lewiston, Maine, for two issues 
in '88 and then to Canton, New York. In 
January 1989, because of legal concerns, 
the ownership was transferred out of 
Foreman's name, and the publication 
was turned into a non-profit corpora- 
tion, Earth First! Journal Inc., owned by 
four people: John Davis, Kris 
Sommerville, Nancy Zierenberg and Dale 
Turner. It had turned into a nearly 
$200,000-a-year business. 

The Shit Hits the Fan 

During the summer of 1989, the cops 
came down hard on Earth First!. Police, 
believing the hype about Foreman being 
the guru and chief of Earth First!, staged 
a three-pronged attack, attempting to 
decapitate the movement by removing 
its leaders, tying up group energy in 
defensive activities and discrediting the 
movement in the eyes of the public. 

On May 30, FBI agents busted EFiers 
destroying a powerline tower in the middle 
of the Arizona desert (see interview on 
page 18). By the next day, officials had 
arrested Peg Millett, Mark Davis, Ilse 
Asplund and Marc Baker for the crime. 
They also arrested Dave Foreman, charg- 
ing him with conspiracy to destroy an 
energy facility. All four pleaded guilty. 
Mark Davis got six years; Marc Baker was 
sentenced to four; and Peg got three. Dave 
Foreman received probation and fines. 

The movement was no longer depen- 
dent on its beer-swilling, rednecked 
founding fathers. Dave’s inspirational 
speeches and the simple idea of putting 
the Earth first had drawn expanding 
crowds of hippies, anarchists, animal 
rights activists and all sorts of riffraff 
bent on putting the Earth first. 

The tight affinity group publishing the 
Journal was unwilling to accept the new, 
richly diverse movement it had created, 
and dissent began to appear in the pages 
of the Journal. John Davis lamented that 
the "No Compromise in Defense of 
Mother Earth" footer should be replaced 
with "All Aboard the Woo Woo Choo 
Choo" in the Samhain 1989, edition be- 
cause too much ink was being wasted on 
"sacred sites, ritual and matters of per- 
sonal growth.” Noting that the staff had 
received very few articles about conser- 
vation biology, he complained, "it would 
be tragic if, as EF!ers grew more ritualis- 
tic, the EF! Journal drifted away from its 
focus on wilderness and biodiversity for 
want of articles on this subject." 


The Beginning of the 
Beginning 

By the spring of 1990, Earth First! was 
in a state of turmoil and many activists 
felt that the issues worthy of discussion 
in the pages of the movement's paper 
were being censored by the editors. 
Missoula was swarming with police, Red- 
wood Summer was starting and anar- 
chists, hunt sabbers and feminists were 
joining the movement when the Beltane 
1990 edition hit the newsstands. The 
masthead had changed from "The Radi- 
cal Environmental Journal" to “In De- 
fense of Wilderness and Biodiversity" 
because, as Dale Turner said, "calling 
ourselves radical somehow served to bring 
out everyone who wanted to disrupt the 
system, for whatever reason and by what- 
ever means... This paper has always been 
focused generally on biodiversity and 
wilderness issues; now we’ll say it plain 
on the front page." 

But what really got the rapidly growing 
movement ticked was an editorial titled 
"On the True Nature of Earth First!" where 
John Davis said, "The young tribe of a few 
hundred wilderness zealots has been joined 
by thousands of planet proponents of all 
persuasions. Inevitably, this has led to ten- 
sion over style, tactics, the content of the 
EF! Journal and questions about where to 
defecate at our annual gatherings. 

"We've not been a single tribe since we 
hit the national media. The media have 
enabled us to disseminate our message 
but have also cost us our unity... 

"Though it is not now essential that we 
delineate or choose names for our tribes, 
it is safe to say that we who work for the 
EF! Journal identify closely with the origi- 
nal tribe. We are called the reluctant 
radicals... and are from the conservation 
movement. Earth First! Journal can no 
longer even pretend to be a voice for the 
movement or a forum for all views in the 
movement. So we ain't gonna try. 

"We will continue to cover news from 
throughout the EF! movement, but we will 
focus almost exclusively on wilderness and 
wildlife matters and actions. Further issues 
will stress wilderness and biodiversity al- 
most to the exclusion of the debates over 
style, emphasis and politics that have arisen 
lately. Of course, EF! Journal will continue 
to welcome diversity of EF! voices, but we 
wish to avoid filling pages with irresolvable 
debates over anarchy, flags, immigration, 
diet or belly dancing." 

As you might expect, belly dancers, et 
al., were not the quietest bunch. Upon 



discovering 
they had 
been ex- 
cluded from 
the pages of the 
movements' paper, they started a battle 
that would drastically change the look 
and feel of Earth First!. 

Autonomous and Proud 

The 1990 RRR in Montana's Madison 
Range was tumultuous at best. The Journal 
editorial staff arrived feeling defensive, 
and the Journal meeting was contentious 
and long, lasting over seven hours. Dana 
Lyons, movement musician and philoso- 
pher, opened the meeting by reading ex- 
cerpts from a letter written by EF! co- 
founder Mike Roselle. Basically, the letter 
said that the single purpose of the Journal 
was to build the EF! movement, that the 
staff was in a phase of denial if it thought 
the Journal didn't represent the move- 
ment and that the Journal had been hi- 
jacked by a small group of people. Many 
attending felt the Journal’s biocentrism- 
only policy limited movement expan- 
sion. The meeting discussed the role of 
the Journal and its ownership. Several con- 
crete suggestions emerged, including ro- 
tating the editorship, printing virtually 
all letters the paper received and broaden- 
ing the board of directors on a bioregional 
basis. The overlapping board and staff 
struck many as a serious conflict of inter- 
est. 

The group established a Journal Advi- 
sory Committee (JAC), and most people 
left the gathering feeling positive about 
the new, more open attitude of the 
paper. Immediately following the RRR, 
the Lughnasadh 1990 edition contained 
the first indication that the staff had 
become truly disillusioned: "It may be 
that Earth First ! Journal will evolve into 
two Journals, or perhaps one plus some 
unemployed erstwhile staff members 
celebrating their newfound freedom... 
Time will tell." 

A Bitter Goodbye 

Mabon 1990 was the edition of resig- 
nation. John Davis started the editorial 
firmly: "At the end of this year I will 
resign my position as editor to pursue a 
life of indolence, sloth and debauchery. 

I also may start a new group, to link 
conservation activists with conservation 
biologists and promote Big Wilderness. 

continued on page 76 
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The- Warnc-K C-reefc 
Viertortj 


BY TAHOMA 


In the annals of Earth First! activism, the struggle to save 
Warner Creek will go down as one of the most significant forest 
defense campaigns of the 1990s and one of the most sweeping 
victories in the history of the movement. Over the six years of 
struggle it took to stop the Warner salvage sale, EF!ers used the 
full spectrum of tactics from paper wrenching to civil disobe- 
dience combined with mass monkeywrenching. 

The story begins in 1991 when arsonists torched the 
Cornpatch Roadless Area in Oregon's Willamette National 
Forest. The Cornpatch was part of a large habitat conservation 
area (HCA) where commercial logging was prohibited in order 
to protect the endangered northern spotted owl. With the help 
of an army of 2,500 firefighters bulldozing, bombing and 
backburning their way through Warner Creek's ancient forest, 
the fire grew to 9,000 acres, becoming the second largest 
wildfire in the history of the Willamette NF. 

The smoke had barely cleared from the wildfire when the 
Forest Service began planning a "fire recovery” project that 
would salvage log 40 million board feet of trees across 1,200 
acres of the roadless area. Needless to say, this sparked a 
firestorm of public controversy over the real danger that all 
HCAs and other protected stands could face similar "light it, 
fight it and log it" arson-for-salvage logging scams. How- 
ever, back in 1991 most of the focus of the mainstream 
environmental movement was on opposing green old-growth 
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New homes for snag-dwelling critters in Warner Creek. 
timber sales. Mainstream enviros rarely gave a 
hoot back then about salvage logging dead burnt 
trees. Local EF!ers took up the ecodefense torch 
and adopted a no-compromise, zero-cut stance 
that vowed "Not One Black Stick!" would be 
removed as salvage timber. 

Activists created their own affinity group they 
called Cascadia EF! and cajoled the Forest Service 
into letting them join the agency's showcase Pub- 
lic Participation Group (PPG), in which timber 
industry reps and mainstream enviros regularly 
met to discuss the agency's fire recovery project. 
While the Forest Service and all other members of 
the PPG fully expected the EF!ers to dress up like 
animals and disrupt the meetings, the EF!ers were 
instead some of the hardest working (and most 
punctual) members of that group. From their offi- 
cial position on the PPG, EF!ers gained early access 
to internal drafts of the EIS, maps of planned 
logging units and other vitally important informa- 
tion that was useful in organizing resistance to the 
timber sale. 

Cascadia EFiers organized many wild, humorous 
Warner Creek Blockade 1996 guerrilla theater demos that generated lots of me- 





dia attention, and gave many slideshow presentations to school 
and community groups. Additionally, EFlers organized fire 
ecology hikes and field conferences that brought hundreds of 
people to discover the incredible beauty and vitality of Warner 
Creek's awesome burned forest. These were no mere nature 
hikes, for the effort it took to get people into this forest, 
physically experience and emotionally connect with this place, 
later proved critical when it came to the direct action ecodefense 
of Warner Creek. 

Cascadia EFl's most exciting accomplishment during the 
legal administrative phase of the campaign was writing their 
own alternative recovery plan they named "Alternative EF: 
Ecology of Fire." In their plan, activists proposed permanent 
protection of Warner Creek as a Fire Ecology Research Natural 
Area. Activists wrote Alternative EF primarily as an educa- 
tional-agitational tool, but it was quickly adopted by the local 
community as the only authentic alternative to the agency's 
run-of-the-mill plan to slice and dice Warner Creek's forest 
with salvage clearcuts to make "fuel breaks" for fire fighters. 

Cascadia EFlers distributed copies of their plan seeking en- 
dorsements from academic scientists and mainstream environ- 
mental organizations. At that time, many scientists were leery of 
engaging in overt political advocacy, but the loathsome nature of 
the Warner arson-salvage sale and the visionary appeal of Alter- 
native EF compelled many to put their names on the line for 
Warner's ecodefense. EFlers were also able to unite nearly every 
other local, regional and national environmental organization 
into common, vocal opposition of the Warner salvage sale — a 
major accomplishment given the inter-organizational rivalries 
that existed then (and now). Presented with the swelling number 
of prestigious endorsements from the research and conservation 
communities for Alternative EF, the Freddies had no choice but to 
publish it verbatim in their final EIS and compare all other 
alternatives with EF. Cascadians took great pleasure in seeing the 
letters "EF" appear hundreds of times in the official document, 
symbolically subverting the Freddies' million-dollar EIS. 


The local kick-ass chapter of the Sierra Club took the Freddies' 
fire recovery plan to court, and the timber sale was declared 
illegal — the first time a fire salvage sale was canned by the 
courts. However, shortly after Congress and Clinton passed the 
infamous Salvage Rider in 1995, the case was thrown out of 



Mick, a local curiosity with his arm locked into the road 


court and Warner Creek was put back on the chopping block. 
Minutes after the judge made his final ruling (the first of several 
rulings that greatly widened the destructive scope of the 
Salvage Rider), EFlers headed up to Warner Creek to put their 
bodies on the line in defense of the burned forest. 

Thus began a remarkable 1 1-month blockade of the logging 
road leading up to the timber sale units. In the beginning, the 
blockade was a humble collection of tarps and lock-down 


devices. But as activists realized that they had to 

■ settle in for the long haul with the Cascadian 

winter snows looming, the blockade grew into 
a phenomena far beyond anyone's wildest imagi- 
nation. An elaborate structure was constructed 
out of downed limbs and rope that the media 
dubbed "Fort Warner." Like something out of a 
Monty Python movie, the structure featured a 
watchtower, a draw-bridge and a moat. Across 
the 1 0- foot-high wall was draped a huge banner 
proclaiming "EARTH FIRST!" The timber indus- 
try claimed it was a "bunker" harboring 
"ecoterrorists," but it quickly became one of 
Oregon's hottest tourist attractions, with activ- 
l ists and curiosity seekers visiting from all over 
| the country. 

^ The ecodefenders christened the blockade 
| "Cascadia Free State,” and stepping through the 
1 gate and into the wild Warner burn, one indeed 

A healthy post-fire ecosystem in the Warner wilderness. 


continued on page 73 
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BigTrees, Big Battles: A People*! 


by Dana Stolzman 

The towering ancient redwood trees 
of Headwaters Forest form the backdrop 
of the dramatic timber wars raging in 
Northern California. In 1985, Maxxam 
Corporation of Texas orchestrated a 
hostile takeover of Pacific Lumber (PL) 
and began liquidating old-growth groves 
and endangered species habitat. In 1986, 
Earth First! activists including Greg King, 
Larry Evans and Kurt Newman hiked 
into what they would later name Head- 
waters and were amazed to discover how 
wild and pristine these groves were com- 
pared to the redwood parks. 


In 1986 on Tuesday when Earth First! 
organized its first Headwaters actions 
and in 1987 when the Environmental 
Protection Information Center (EPIC) 
filed its first lawsuits against Maxxam, 
the six ancient groves of Headwaters 
Forest were almost completely linked 
together by a vast residual forest where 
the old Pacific Lumber Company had 
selectively logged, leaving many of the 
ancient giants standing. From the be- 
ginning, Earth First! and other organiza- 
tions advocated a large acquisition area 
in order to link the biological cores to- 
gether and allow for recovery across the 
landscape. (The first EF! proposal was 
for 98,000 acres, extending from Owl 
Creek Grove to Humboldt Bay.) 

Throughout the late 1980s and early 
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1990s, direct action and media campaigns 
brought national attention to the issue. 
Lawsuits halted logging in some ancient 
redwood groves. Judi Bari and Darryl 
Cherney initiated Redwood Summer in 
1990 to help mobilize environmentalists 
around the Headwaters issue and publi- 
cize the plight of the last unprotected 
ancient redwoods. On a tour promoting 
Redwood Summer, Bari and Cherney mi- 
raculously survived a car bomb attack on 
their lives (see page 62). 

During the summer of 1990, the For- 
ests Forever initiative also gathered 
steam. The measure would have funded 
the acquisition of vital areas and 


strengthened forestry regulations. 
California's voters succumbed to a mas- 
sive industry counter-campaign and re- 
jected the initiative by only one and 
one-half percentage points. 

Years later, progressive North Coast 
Representative Dan Hamburg authored 
federal legislation aimed at preserving 
more than 44,000 acres and a 13,000-acre 
study area around the Headwaters groves. 
The bill had bipartisan support and be- 
came the only piece of forest-related leg- 
islation to pass the House of Representa- 
tives, yet died in the Senate in the last 
days of the contentious 104th Congress. 

In the meantime, Maxxam/PL con- 
tinued to hack through the residual 
forest and smaller remaining old-growth 
stands, leaving the Headwaters groves 


as scattered islands of habitat. EPIC 
stepped up its litigation campaign 
against Maxxam/PL with a victorious 
endangered species lawsuit filed in fed- 
eral court. The lawsuit revealed that 
Maxxam was altering survey data. 

Public rallies, protests and basecamps 
grew larger and more numerous in the 
wake of the failure of Hamburg's bill, 
culminating in giant rallies marking the 
end of marbled murrelet breeding sea- 
son and the beginning of PL's yearly 
assault on the old-growth redwood 
groves. The September 1996 rally drew 
close to 8,000 people to a roadside across 
from PL's Carlotta mill, where 1,033 
people, including singer Bonnie Raitt, 
crossed the property line and were ar- 
rested in an act of civil disobedience. 
Headwaters organizers called for a 
60,000-acre acquisition and funding to 
restore watersheds devastated by 
Maxxam's logging. Another 300 activ- 
ists were arrested in two months of di- 
rect action that followed the rally. 

Instead, we got the Headwaters Forest 
Agreement, or as it became better known, 
"The Deal." The state and federal govern- 
ments agreed to purchase 7,500 acres, less 
than half of it old growth, for $380 mil- 
lion. They also handed PL permits to kill 
endangered species and destroy habitat 
across the rest of the landscape, in ex- 
change for a list of mitigation measures 
misleadingly called a "Habitat Conserva- 
tion Plan" (HCP). Headwaters activists, 
fearing that the HCP would clear the way 
for liquidation of the groves not pur- 
chased by the public, geared up to fight 
this inadequate and dangerous deal. 

Earth First! staged lockdowns, built 
elaborate treesits, and blockaded roads 
and work crews in an effort to halt 
logging in old-growth groves that were 
not protected under the deal. Forest ac- 
tivists created the Love Pod, a circular 
platform that could house a dozen 
treesitters in a 1,000-year-old redwood, 
pushing the art and sophistication of 
treesitting to a new level. 

Despite the practice of love and other 
recreational sports in the redwood 
canopy, the Headwaters campaign had 
its share of tragedy and sacrifice. 

Young women were brutally sprayed in 
the eyes with pepper spray for sitting in 
Pacific Lumber's office in Scotia, Califor- 
nia and Congressman Frank Riggs' office. 
On September 17, 1998, David "Gypsy" 
Chain was killed defending Grizzly Creek 
when an angry logger felled an ancient 



Angry logger threatens a journalist during a Redwood Summer rally in July, 1990 (2,000 

protesters, 1,500 counter-demonstrators). 





redwood toward activists who were trying 
to halt the logging (see obit, page 87). 
Gypsy's death and the pepper spray tor- 
ture of peaceful protesters exposed the 
violence perpetrated against activists by 
Maxxam and law enforcement. 

Courageous activists continued to de- 
fend the groves not protected under the 
bogus Headwaters deal. Earth First! activ- 
ists started the Luna treesit above the 
town of Stafford which had been destroyed 
by a mudslide that originated ina PL clear- 
cut. Julia Butterfly Hill lived in Luna for 
over two years to protect this magnificent 
elder and help make the world aware of 
the destruction of ancient redwoods. Nate 
Madsen continues his marathon treesit in 
yet another ancient redwood grove that 
was not protected by the Headwaters Deal. 

Activists were unified in their message 
that all old growth needs to be protected to 
ensure biological viability of threatened 
species. Concerned community members 
and grassroots organizations submitted vol- 
umes of scientific and legal information to 
state and federal agencies arguing that 
inadequate protection measures and nu- 
merous loopholes in the plans could 
push endangered fish and wildlife like 
the coho salmon and marbled murrelet 
over the brink of extinction. Yet, 
hardball negotiations between legisla- 
tors and Maxxam CEO Charles Hurwitz 
continued behind closed doors with- 
out representation from the environ- 


mental community. 

In 1999, the 12-year effort 
to save Headwaters Forest 
reached an important mile- 
stone when two ancient groves 
were transferred into public 
ownership and five other an- 
cient groves and some residual 
forest were set aside for 50 
years. Hurwitz received over 
$400 million in cash, land and 
tax breaks in the deal. 

Earth First! won't let 
Hurwitz off easy and contin- 
ues to maintain a Debt for 
Nature, Jail for Hurwitz cam- 
paign focusing on Maxxam's 
role in the $1.6 billion, tax- 
payer-subsidized collapse of a s 
Texas savings and loan. Regu- 1 
lators filed two lawsuits seek- 1 
ing over $ 1 billion to be reim- ? 
bursed to the taxpayers from I 
Maxxam's coffers, possibly to ?. 
be paid in redwoods. One of a 
these banking trials will reach i 
a verdict before 2000 is over 
and could result in the bank- 
ruptcy of Maxxam. 

Following the theme of the entire 
campaign, Earth First! built many 
bridges between both loggers and 
Maxxam employees, including striking 
United Steelworkers, employed by 
Maxxam subsidiary Kaiser Aluminum. 


In Owl Creek Grove, it is common to find the spotted owl, a protected species native to Headwaters, lepidopterist. 


Since 1998, Headwaters activists have 
enjoyed the campaign support of 3,000 
steelworkers. This labor/green alliance 
led to combining forces at the WTO 
and to the permanent formation of the 
Alliance for Sustainable Jobs and the 
Environment. 

Judi Bari's dream of unifying 
workers and environmentalists 
against the common enemy of 
Maxxam may be realized. The heart 
of Headwaters Forest may be saved, 
but activists are mobilizing right 
now to defend the Hole in Headwa- 
ters and other sacrifice zones like 
Rainbow Ridge and 4,000 acres of 
ancient Douglas fir in the Mattole 
and Bear River watersheds from the 
insatiable appetite of Maxxam. A 
ceaseless campaign of direct action 
and cutting-edge litigation brought 
Headwaters Forest national atten- 
tion, and it will be this kind of on- 
the-ground activism that protects 
the last three percent of the an- 
cient redwood forests. 

Dana Stolzman was abducted din- 
ing Redwood Summer and has never 
been able to fully escape the Emerald 
Triangle. She was locked down to a 
desk at EPIC for years and is now a 


HistoryofHeadwaters 
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Let It Stay Forever Wild: 


by Kimberly Dawn 

( This interview originally appeared in the 
August-September 1 996 issue of the Earth 
First! Journal.) 

PegMilletthas been an Earth First ! activist 
since the mid-1980s. In the late '80s she and 
four others were caught in the middle of an 
FBI sting operation. The Arizona Five, as they 
have become known, were arrested for con- 
spiring to cut down a power line in 1989. 
After spending two and a half years in jail, 
Peg continues to be a powerful voice for the 
Earth First! movement through her singing 
and ongoing activism. 

EF!J: Let's talk about Peg Millett, the 
early years. 

PM: I was born in Flagstaff, Arizona, 
and raised in the suburbs of Scottsdale. I 
had a lot of turmoil in my home when 
was young, and so I escaped into the 
desert and started relating to animals and 
plants. I liked to observe and study the 
natural world and went to the wild for 
solace, solitude and safety. 

Before I went to college the second 
time I traveled around for about six 
years doing different jobs. I trained 
horses, worked in bars, as a fisher- 
man, an apple picker. On my travels i 
I always asked people, "What kind 1 
of tree is this and how much rainfall /, 

do you get here?" Nobody could / * 
tell me, and it frustrated me. So I 
went to Prescott College to learn 
about natural history. I wanted to 
become an educator of children 
so that kids would know how much 
rainfall there is and what kind of 
trees are around them and what 
kinds of animals live with those trees, etc. 
I was dumbfounded at how little respect 
we have for the natural world. Watching 
all this destruction was killing me. So I 
moved out to the woods with a fellow I 
hooked up with. 

EF!J: When and how did you first get 
involved with Earth First!? 

PM: I read an interview with Dave Fore- 
man in Mother Earth News in 1984. I 
thought, "Holy shit! This guy is talking my 
language. How come I don't know about 
any of these people?" There was an address 
at the bottom that said you can find out 
more if you read the Earth First! Journal. So 
I wrote to the Journal and said please send 
me a copy. I immediately subscribed and 
read the whole thing from cover to cover. 
In that copy they announced the Round 


River Rendezvous in Colorado in 1985. I 
thought, "I have to meet these people, I 
have to find out if this is real." From what 
I read, these people had a redneck mental- 
ity. They had this really caustic sense of 
humor. And I loved it, I totally related to it. 
I'm a redneck, and I have a wild, caustic 
sense of humor. Plus they were passion- 
ately committed to changing the way the 
world is going. So I felt an affinity. I felt 
really jacked up about that. 



Peg Millett and 


It just so happened that in 1979 I had 
gone to a Rainbow gathering. I had a good 
time. I met a lot of people. But I did not 
connect with anyone because we didn't 
have a common goal; everybody just went 
their own way. They were all doing love 
and peace, and I could walk around na- 
ked. It was wonderful to be able to do that. 

I went to the Rendezvous with the idea 
that it might be like the Rainbow gather- 
ing in that I'd have a good time but I'd 
never really connect and I'd never want to 
be involved again. When I got there I 
camped way at the edge of camp. I didn't 
know anybody, but there was a bunch of 
people and they were all hob-nobbing 
and pallin' around. It was wonderful! 

Then I started to get acquainted with 
people and went to the workshops. I went 


to Howie Wolke's workshop on the Forest 
Service— I had been working as a Forest 
Service firefighter. I didn’t agree with fire 
suppression, but I didn't know about the 
politics — I was very naive, in other words. 
I sat there in the workshop and asked, 
"What is with this BLM land swap?" Howie 
said, "It's a smokescreen and here's why,” 
and he educated me. 

EF!J: Did you stay involved after your 
first RRR? 

PM: Yeah, partly because I really loved 
the action after the Rendezvous. When I 
discovered guerrilla theater, I discovered 
my calling. I volunteered to make signs 
for some stuff that we were doing in 
Arizona about uranium mining. It was 
just the beginning of the campaign for 
Mt. Graham. 

I lived out in the woods without a 
phone, but I listed myself in the Journal as 

a contact. I wasn't well versed in re- 
searching or paper monkeywrenching 
or anything like that. I just got out 
there in front of the media, acting 
like a silly goose having a good time 
and doing banners and all that sort 
of thing. 

EF!J: How did you first meet the 
players involved in the power lines 
action — Mike Fain, Use Asplund, 
Ron Fraser, Mark Davis and Mark 
Baker? 

PM: I had met Mark Davis through 
the town grapevine. Ron Fraser, a 
paid FBI informant, moved into the 
trailer court that my friend, Ilse, was 
managing with her husband. I be- 
lieve that was the spring of 1 98 7. He 
began to become friends with her. 

Fraser wanted me to drive with him to 
the Rendezvous in 1988, but I didn't want 
to because I wasn’t comfortable around 
him at that time. I did end up taking a ride 
back from the Rendezvous with Mike Fain 
[an FBI agent] and Ron Fraser. In the 
meantime Mark Davis broached the sub- 
ject of the ski lift action to me in 198 7 after 
the RRR. I had never really focused like 
Mark wanted me to with him. I decided to 
do it because I wanted to see if it worked. 
I was experimenting. 

EF!J: Could you please go into the plans 
of the ski lift actions? 

PM: Yeah, it's over now. There's a ski lift 
on these peaks in northern Arizona that 
are seen as sacred land according to Hopi, 
Navajo and several other tribes around 
there. The people had been protesting, 
quietly and politely, to all the powers that 


friend 
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An Interview With Peg Millett 


be about this ski lift for the past 50 years. 
Mark wanted to target it at the time be- 
cause Congress was going to pay for a new 
paved road. It was a really nasty and 
stupid situation, and he wanted to bring 
attention to it. 

We planned to cut the bolts on the 
pylons to the ski lift with a portable acety- 
lene torch. The ski lift was under repair 
because it was between seasons — we had 
deliberately chosen that time of the year. 
We wrote hundreds of letters under the 
name of EMETIC, and sent them to media 
outlets the night of the action and after- 
wards. Then we went on top of the moun- 
tain and started cutting bolts. I don't know 
if the feds knew about it or not. They 
claimed they didn't. They allowed us to do 
several acts of vandalism in order to snag 
Dave Foreman 'cause they were really after 
him. They didn't give a dang about us. 
They wanted to associate him with us. 

EF!J: Tell us about how the FBI infil- 
trated your little group. 

PM: Mark Davis was mainly involved 
with anti-nuke stuff. I was involved with 
that and Earth First! which is why I think 
they decided to use me as a point of 
entry — which worked. They did psycho- 
logical profiles on many of us and sent me 
my very own FBI agent, Mike Fain. I met 
him at the Rendezvous in 1988 after I 
heard about him from Ron Fraser. After 
the Rendezvous my husband went off for 
a month fire fighting. I was alone in my 
house in the woods and Fain drives up 
and wants to know if I know anything 
about oil pumps or something ridiculous 
like that — then we went dancing. He was 
very clever. He did a very good job at 
getting my trust. 

EF!J: Did Fain or Fraser ever do any- 
thing to raise your suspicion? 

PM: When Fain first showed up at my 
house after the Rendezvous, my husband 
was gone. We were having a nice visit, and 
by-golly for some reason we started talk- 
ing about dancing. The country-western 
place is about 16 miles away, but it takes 
an hour to drive because it’s on a really 
gnarly road. We were going to drive in his 
truck, and I notice it wasn't for the kind of 
terrain that we were living in. I thought it 
was very funny that this macho cowboy 
guy doesn't have a macho truck. 

Later, after it's dark, we're walking back, 
and I'm wearing my little dancing shoes 
and my dancing dress. I always have a 
flashlight on me, but I didn't use it and at 
first he was a little disoriented. We're 


walking along and all of a sudden I 
jumped — and I grabbed my flashlight and 
looked down to see what it was that had 
stung me. I noticed it was this big, long 
centipede, and I thought, "Wow, cool." 
I'm bending over to look at it when I 
noticed Fain was about to smash it. 1 
pushed him over before he had a chance 
to do it. Then I looked at him and I 
thought it was so weird. I didn't under- 
stand why he would smash a centipede. 
That was a very major discrepancy in the 
way he portrayed himself to me and the 
way he was really acting. That was a reac- 
tion on his part. My reaction was to keep 
him off the centipede. It was very interest- 
ing, but I didn't pay attention to it. Those 
two things, the truck being very unsuit- 
able and the centipede incident, were 
signs for me. They were red flags — red 
flags I ignored because 1 didn’t want to 
deal with it. I wanted to believe what he 
wanted me to believe. 

EF.'f: How did Mike Fain get involved 
with planning the downing of the power 
lines? 

PM: It was getting to the point where we 
were about to do something, and Mike 
Fain was involved. It took a long time for 
people to develop a trust in him — but they 


did it through me because I trusted him... 

We chose the power lines going to a 
pump station, which were not nuclear 
power lines, but just a pump station on 
the Central Arizona Project (CAP,) [which 
diverts water from the Colorado River to 
serve Tucson] . Fain was working real hard 
to get us to do something to the nuclear 
power plant. Mark didn't want to mess 
with that in the direction they were push- 
ing it. 

EF!J: Why did you choose the power 
lines? 

PM: We chose the power lines going to 
the CAP project because we knew that 
they would not be connected to any city. 
[We knew] that the power lines were con- 
nected to the pump station, and it would 
stop water from going uphill — and that 
would be all. We didn't like the CAP 
project — it's a dastardly defiance of na- 
ture. It was also in a remote area. We also 
just wanted a practice run to see if we 
could get away with it. 

EF!J: I understand that lateryou weren't 
as motivated to cut down the power lines. 

PM: I began to lose interest because I 
was more interested in preserving sacred 

continued on page 60 



Peg (upper left) with not-so-inconspicuous looking FBI infiltrator Mike Fain (Tait) at the 

1989 RRR. 
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EF! Gets Down (Under) 


by John Seed 

It might be that Earth First! became an 
global movement in 1981 when the Jour- 
nal, then being edited by Dave Foreman, 
started to run my articles on the Night- 
cap campaign to save the rainforests on 
New South Wales (NSW). As luck would 
have it, my first article was all about the 
trials and tribulations of our blockade, 
the arrests and so on. By the time the 
next issue came out, we had won, and 
there was this great editorial about "our 
Aussie sisters and brothers leading the 
way." Foreman later told me that it was 
the story of the Nightcap success that 
inspired some EF! blockades in the US. 

But maybe it all really started in 1983 
when I commissioned Australian artist 
Benny Zable to paint an EF! banner for 
our Nightcap crew to bring down to Tas- 
mania for the Franklin River campaign. 

A different blockade, at Mt. Nardi, re- 
sulted not only in the creation of the 
Nightcap National Park, but also the si- 
multaneous protection of most of NSW's 
rainforests. T his led the Tasmanian Wil- 
derness Society to invite us Nightcap 
blockaders down to help them prepare 
their blockade to prevent the damming 
of the Franklin River, a dam which would 
have flooded the heart of the temperate 
rainforest wilderness in the southwest of 
that state. As it turned out, more than 
3,000 folks showed up from all over the 
country for that gig. More than 1,500 
were arrested, achieving front-page cov- 
erage in the days leading up to the Aussie 
federal elections of March 1983. Seeing 
the writing on the wall less than two 
weeks before the election date, the oppo- 
sition Labour Party promised to stop the 


dam if elected. At that point, most of us 
left Tasmania and fanned out to 11 mar- 
ginal electorates around the country, 
where less than two percentage points 
separated the two major parties in opin- 
ion polls. Hundreds of people went from 
door to door in each of these electorates, 
every one of which swung to Labour. Bob 
Hawke's first grateful words when elected 
were, "The dam will not be built," and 
indeed it was not. 

But where was I...? Oh yes, Benny's 
fateful banner was of a blue and white 
Earth on a black background, with Aus- 
tralia smack in the middle painted in 
aboriginal land rights colors of red, yel- 
low and black with a rainbow-coloured 
"EARTH FIRST!" wrapped around the 
globe. (Yes, we were right from the start 
the hippie wing of the movement. When 
Foreman and Roselle invited me over in 
1984 for a roadshow to launch the first 
US rainforest campaign, Foreman was 
real disappointed that I turned out to be 
a goddamn hippie. As we bumped around 
the US in his old VW bus, Roselle and me 
bouncing around in the back on all the 
garbage bags full of T-shirts, smoking 
reefers, Foreman, sitting up front with 
Cecelia Ostrow, would curse his luck that 
there were no cowboy rednecks like him- 
self that wanted to save the planet, only 
damn hippies. His temper was not im- 
proved by an ulcer that meant he couldn't 
drink beer and had no choice but had to 
smoke dope like the rest of us. But I 
digress...) 

Oh yes, I was talking about Benny’s 
great Earth First! banner and the day I 
was arrested at the Franklin blockade in 
a mass arrest which included Bob Brown, 
the hero of the Franklin and the greenest, 



Getting closer to the Earth — Aussie style 

greatest Aussie federal senator. Anyhow, 
when the arrest photo opportunity reared 
its ugly head, I whipped out the Earth 
First! banner and held it up. No one in 
Australia had heard of Earth First! yet, 
and everyone thought it was just a slo- 
gan. But I sent a copy to the Journal where 
it appeared on the front page along with 
news of our victory. 

Anyhow, like 1 said, this all led to me 
being invited over to do this first US rain- 
forest roadshow in '84, and surely this was 
when Earth First! became an international 
movement. The boys picked me up off the 
plane in San Francisco, eyed me up and 
down and drove us straight over to a Good- 
will store in Berserkly. I was supposed to be 
their rainforest expert, fer crysake, and 
didn't even have a pair of shoes! 

It was the roadshow from hell, I re- 
member so well — a jolly, saucy crew. 
Every night after the gig we'd drive to 
some sleazy motel. Roselle and I would 
hide in the back of the bus so Foreman 
could get a single room, and we'd all take 
turns sleeping on the floor. Then we'd be 
up at the crack of dawn with 600 miles to 
drive to our gig that night for 37 people 
in Salt Lake City or wherever. 

Anyway, our last gig was in San Fran- 
cisco and was a beauty. The event was 
organised by some joker named Randy 
Hayes, who was working out of a fledg- 
ling Earth Island Institute at the time on 
an indigenous directory or something. 
He had persuaded Gary Snyder and other 
poets, lunatics and luminaries to grace 
our show. Hippies came out from every- 
where for the grandest finale we could 
possibly have hoped for, hundreds of 
folks. Gary read this great unfinished 
1 poem he wrote about Terania Creek, the 
£ little valley in the Nightcap Range where 

1 the first rainforest blockade in the uni- 
ir verse roared forth in 1979. At the end of 
“ the evening Randy announced that he 
5 was going to start a Rainforest Action 
£ Network, as indeed he did. 

2 Australian John Seed has been a staunch 

3 rainforest preservationist since before most 
a people even heard of rainforests. He is the co- 
I' author o/Think Like a Mountain: Toward 

a Council of All Beings, available flow the 
Earth First! Journal. 



The fust Earth Fust! Navy, blockading the Franklin River in 1983 
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Post-road Newbury without trees 


Earth First! was founded in the UK in 1991 by 
two disillusioned college students. Jason Tor- 
rance and Jake Burbridge had bought a book on 
Deep Ecology at a country fair, found the Earth 
First! address in the US and the rest as they say 
is history. For those of us who were part of the 
so-called radical green movement in Britain in 
the late 1980s and early 1990s, Earth First! 
turned everything upside down and inside out. 

It was a bolt from the blue. Within months we 
were D-locking ourselves to gates, sitting up 
trees, jumping in front of bulldozers and block- 
ing rainforest timber ships. Burbridge and Tor- 
rance, like many of us, had been through the 
Green Party, Greenpeace and Friends of the 
Earth, getting progressively more depressed by 
the lack of action. A friend noted: 

"I remember sitting in the refectory with Jake 
and Jason and they got this, this Earth First! 
newspaper from America and they were looking 
through it going, 'cor, this is great... have you 
seen this?' And there are all these nutty people 
on tripods trying to stop rainforest destruction 
and general forest destruction. What they were doing was 
really powerful just getting out there and physically stopping 
it from happening, um, and then telling people to wake up." 

Burbridge and Torrance worked hard to make links with 
existing UK green networks, sending out letters to people in 
the peace movement, Green Student Network, the CND 
student network and the Green Party to see if anybody was 
interested in starting an Earth First! group. 

The seeds of Earth First! UK can be traced back to a number 
of small groups and publications committed to no compro- 
mise defence of the planet. Green Anarchist, always a highly 
provocative and entertaining publication, emerged in the 
1980s. Way back in 1970 Greenpeace London (GL), a group 
inspired by Greenpeace’s early actions but quite separate 
from that emerging environmental multinational, started to 
mobilise. GL is of course best known for the McLibel case, in 
which two of its activists refused to be silenced by the burger 
baron. In the late 1980s, Chris Laughton, a physics graduate, 
who was later involved with Green Anarchist, traveled to the 
US and worked for Greenpeace International. Feeling that 


Greenpeace was too hierarchical and moderate he got in 
touch with the Earth First! Journal. Laughton imported 50 
copies of Ecodefense into the UK which were sold in radical 
bookshops. The manual soon sold out and was put to much 
good use. 

Although a small EF! group was active in Edinburgh and 
cells of ecosaboteurs emerged in a number of localities, it 
was only with Burbridge and Torrance that a sustained 
network emerged. Their very first action involved a 50- 
person-strong blockade of Dungeness B, a vast and ugly 
nuclear power station. This area is one of the few really wild 
parts of southern England. The area contains the best ex- 
ample of a cuspate foreland in the world, with over 600 
species of flora and fauna. 

Soon EF! groups were springing up all over the UK and 
taking action in defence of the world’s forests. EF! UK activists 
joined up with EF!ers from the US and other radicals, traveling 
to Sarawak in Malaysia to prevent rainforest logging. Back in 
the UK during 1991 and 1992, EF! occupied ports and timber 
yards importing dead rainforest. The Timbmet occupation in 


by Derek Wall 


Activists tried to close down work on Shawford and 
Oliver's Battery sites. Met with considerable vio- 
lence: punches, kicks, groping of some women, use of 
industrial hose. ..By 1 1:30, numbers boosted to 400, 
activists outnumbered workers and security guards, 
work ceased at Oliver's battery. No work done for the 
rest of day. At 3:30 [...] 500 people marched into 
Winchester centre shouting and singing 'Earth First! 
Profits last! — No more roads . ' Assembled in front of 
four Guardians ofWinchester in turn — M.P. 's office, 
town hall, Cathedral and College. Bags ofTwyford 
chalk dumped on doorsteps, letters delivered. Thirty- 
four Winchester College boys shouted 'you letTwyford 
Down!' at College Head. 

— ( Do or Die! 1993 2:10-11) 
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Oxford was particularly memorable. Approximately 400 of 
us got in before 6 a.m., halting work and taking complete 
control. Vehicle keys accidentally fell into drains, and a 
certain amount of sabo- 
tage was thought to have 
taken place. Activists 
played football with the 
workers, and a day of paid 
leave was negotiated for 
them. In fact, strong links 
between working class 
movements and EF! UK 
have been one of the 
strengths of the move- 
ment ever since. 

EF!, though, was to 
make its biggest impact 
as part of the emerging 
anti-car movement. Re- 
claim the Streets events 
grew from little actions 
in Brighton and a block- 
ade of London's Water- 
loo Bridge to huge street 
parties. Street parties are 
now held worldwide and 
people in cities all across 
the world are learning to 
take space back from the 
machine. One of the best 
street parties occurred in 
1996 when 7,000 of us 
occupied several miles of 
motorway in central Lon- 


don . This fucked off the police in a fairly maj or way, but there 
was nothing they could do. EF! has been most successful when 
it has been able to mobilise very large numbers of people and/ 
or use innovative tactics that take the authorities by surprise. 

Kicking off at Twyford Down in Hampshire in 1992, where 
the M3 motorway now sadly scars the hill, EF! became part of 
a mass movement against road building. Camps were set up at 
dozens of different planned motorways and trunk roads. Alas, 
with the exception of one at Guildford, they were all built, but 
the road-building policy was so bitterly opposed and became so 
unpopular that the John Major government was forced to 
cancel dozens of other schemes. Again, thousands of activists 
were involved. For example, at Newbury during the mid-1990s, 
up to 30 camps packed with protesters existed at any one time. 

EF! has been involved with dozens of other campaign 
issues including animal liberation, international solidarity, 
peace, quarries and building on greenfield sites. In 1995 
EF!ers campaigned for Mumia Abu-Jamal, occupying the 
Disney store in London's Regent Street with Anarchist Black 
Cross and targetted the American Express offices in Brighton. 
In 1996 MOVE'S Ramona Africa took part in a UK road show 
supported by EF!, amongst other networks. 

Genetic actions have been important at the turn of the 
millennium with numerous crop sites being trashed either 
publicly during mass rallies or secretly by unknown indi- 
viduals undertaking night work. For example, in July 1999 
the media reported how 150 genetically modified trees had 
been destroyed by anonymous saboteurs at the Zeneca agri- 
cultural research centre near Bracknell, Berkshire. 

EF! has increasingly come to emphasize the importance of 
anti-capitalism. EF!ers understand that our economic system is 
a giant machine adept at turning living nature into dust. The 


central metaphor of Kurt Vonnegut's novel Cat's Cradle is often 
used by EF!ers to explain the dangers of capitalism. In Vonnegut's 
satirical tale, the US Marines make use of "ice nine" a special 
form of ice that turns the water it comes into 
contact with into more ice. The authorities aim 
to use it to bridge difficult river crossings during 
foreign military adventures. Eventually the 
whole planet freezes. Ice nine is a potent sym- 
bol for capital that turns everything it touches 
into more dead capital. Poetic protest against 
capital is now global. The UK anti-capitalist 
street parties in the financial heart of London 
on June 18, 1999, caused considerable disquiet 
to city institutions. November 30 saw solidarity 
actions with those of us who mobilised in 
Seattle against the WTO. 

EF! here, like EF! in other parts of the world, 
does not have offices, membership cards or 
hierarchy. It is a loose network and part of a 
wide anarchistic, dynamic movement for do- 
it-yourself direct action in Britain. At times it 
seems almost invisible. Yet EF! has been able 
to kick off what has seemed like a tidal wave 
of action. The annual EF! gathering attracts 
hundreds of key activists, and the EF! Action 
Update is a monthly digest of planned action. 
Do or Die!, an annual booksize review pro- 
duced by EF!ers, is also widely read. 

EF! UK is very definitely part of a global 
movement, so why not get over here and help 
resist the UK government's latest plans for 
motorway building or help us give UK genetic 
planters a shake. 

Derek Wall is a green activ- 
ist and author of Earth First! and the Anti- 
roads Movement (1999). He doesn't like 
capitalism or McDonald's. He does 
like Mumia, MOVE and mayhem. 

He has both a mortgage 
and a criminal record. 


Pre-road Newbury with trees 
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artwork by R. Crumb 


by Ken Sleight 

Tins article originally appeared in the Au- 
gust-September 2000 edition of The Canyon 
Country Zephyr. 

From its inception, Earth First! has been 
a unique, direct action, monkeywrenching 
and joyously odd group. Its journal has 
become a forum for the no compromise 
environmental movement. But increas- 
ingly some of its members feel that it and 
the movement may not be radical enough. 

But like most environmental groups, 
Earth First! is in the process of re- 
evaluating itself. 

And in pondering the ways and means, 
I remember well the formative years of 
Earth First!. 

Edward Abbey had already published his 
Desert Solitaire: A Season in the Wilderness in 
1968, and the book was a huge success. 
Then in 1975, he wrote and published The 
Monkey Wrench Gang. On reading his manu- 
script, I knew he had another winner. 

This perhaps set the stage for future 
activism as many persons became admir- 
ers and devotees of Abbey because of his 
writings. And many took their own course 
and created a movement that included 
monkeywrenching and direct action ac- 
tivities. This is not new; the Luddites 
showed them how. 

Earth First! (at first there was no excla- 
mation point attached to the name) came 
out with its first newsletter on November 
1, 1980. Dave Foreman sent me a copy and 
outlined the vision of the new group: 

"No more dams! And while were at it, 
let's tear a few down (like Glen Canyon 
and Hetch Hetchy for openers). 

"We will not make political compro- 
mises. Let the other outfits do that. EARTH 
FIRST will set forth the pure, hard-line, 
radical position of those who believe in the 
Earth first." 

"Lobbying, lawsuits, magazines, press 
releases, outings and research papers are 
fine. But they are not enough. EARTH 
FIRST will use them, but we will also use 
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Harkening Back to the 

demonstrations, confrontations, and more purpose of the Sagebrush Rebellion was to 
creative tactics and rhetoric. It's time to be emasculate the Bureau of Land Manage- 
passionate. It's time to be tough. ment and return to the old "Bureau of 

"The core of the EF Platform is a national Livestock and Mining days." 
system of ecological preserves... Within EF! demanded that "the Grand County 
each preserve the developments of man [Utah] Commissioners who sent the flag- 
will be obliterated and the area will be flying bulldozer into a BLM wilderness 
returned to nature. Each preserve will be study area on July 4 be personally pros- 
large enough to function as a complete ecuted under all applicable laws. These 
ecosystem with all known components yahoos belong in jail. BLM, with its tail 
reintroduced where applicable (bison, wolf, tucked between its legs (it doesn't even 
grizzly, etc.)." have a tail in Utah), did essentially noth- 

The platform listed some 39 preserves, ing to prevent the incursion and now is 
One of those selected was a 10-million- doing little to redress the crime. As long as 
acre Escalante Preserve, which would in- these demagouges [sic] remain unpun- 
clude parks, monuments, national for- ished, every cretin in the West who fan- 
ests and BLM lands around the Colorado cies him or herself a politician will con- 
River in southeast Utah. "Lake Powell sider similar action." The circle suggested 
will have to go but a portion of the dam "that lovers of the West consider indi- 
should remain standing as a monument vidual action in response to the Sage- 
to man's stupidity. " brush Ripoff. If you need inspiration, read 

It further called for no nukes, disman- The Monkey Wrench Gang. " 
tling all existing nukes, no uranium min- Action was swift. A spring equinox cel- 
ing, no strip mining, no more power plants ebration was held at the Glen Canyon 
(fossil fuel, nuke, hydroelectric), no more Dam on March 20-22. Ed Abbey was the 
dams, no more roads on public lands and featured speaker and Johnny Sagebrush 
a complete ban on recreational use of off- the featured musician, 
road vehicles (ORVs). On March 21, six Earth Firstlers drove to 

Earth First! started with a "select list of a locked gate on an access road to Glen 
eco-radicals” who ran the outfit, chartered Canyon Dam. They hefted a 100-pound 
local affiliates, approved membership ap- bundle over the fence, and four men and a 
plications and set policy. The initial "circle” woman carried it 400 yards to the center of 
included my good friends, Dave Foreman, the dam while some 75 Earth Firstiers 
Bart Koehler, Susan Morgan, Mike Roselle watched from the Colorado River Bridge, 
and Howie Wolke. Throwing the bundle over the edge of 

The group had no officers or other hier- the dam, 300 feet of black plastic — taper- 
archical structure. It was not in- 
corporated; it did not have spe- 
cial mailing privileges, did not 
have tax-exemption for contri- 
butions and did not have a con- 
stitution or bylaws. The group 
did "encourage individual or ad 
hoc group creative action by our 
members and sympathizers." 

Regarding dams, the initial 
circle proposed dismantling 
many of them. "Like pimples 
on a chocolate-eating teenagers 
face, dams and other destruc- 
tive water projects keep pop- 
ping up across the landscape... 

It's time to start tearing down a 
few!... We will zero in on the 
most awful of them all: Glen 
Canyon Dam and Lake Foul." 

During this period, the Sage- 
brush Rebellion was proceeding 
at a fast clip. James Watt, the 
great nemesis, had been chosen 
as Secretary of the Interior. The 
circle believed that "the actual 



Gf.EK CANYON DAMN 
by Jim Stile? 



Formative 

in g from 12 to two feet in width and held 
together by 700 feet of rope and 1,000 
feet of duct tape — cascaded down the 
face of the dam. It created the wonderful 
impression of a crack growing in the 
concrete dam. 

On the bridge the protesters held signs 
that read, "Damn Watt, Not Rivers" and 
"Let it Flow.” At the parking lot Abbey 
spoke about the rape of the West, the 
cleansing of the Earth and the freeing of 
the rivers. 

"And they took it away from us," Abbey 
said. "The politicians of Arizona, Utah, 
New Mexico and Colorado — in cahoots 
with the land developers, city developers, 
industrial developers of the Southwest — 
stole this treasure from us in order to 
pursue and promote their crackpot ideol- 
ogy of growth, profit and power. Growth 
for the sake of power, power for the sake of 
growth... Oppose. Oppose the destruction 
of our homeland by these alien forces from 
Houston, Tokyo, Manhattan, Washington 
DC and the Pentagon. And if opposition is 
not enough, we must resist. And if resis- 
tance is not enough, then subvert." 

The Park Service Police and county offic- 
ers then arrived to hustle Dave Foreman 
and Howie Wolke away for questioning 
while Johnny Sagebrush continued lead- 
ing the group in singing: "Watt Went A 
Courtin'," "Were You There When They 
Built Glen Canyon Damn?" and "This 
Land is Your I .and." 

Interest in EF! continued. On July 3-5, 
1981, the first Round River Rendezvous 
took place at the BLM river put-in camp- 
site on the Colorado River, 22 miles up- 
stream from Moab. Offered was a camp 
out, ris er running, swimming, cookouts 
and lots of booze. Pets were to remain at 
home. The leaders cautioned against bring- 
ing Coors beer and buying Texaco prod- 
ucts. Musical instruments and American 
flags were encouraged. 

A flyer touted a Sagebrush Patriot Rally 
at Panorama Point in Arches National 
Park on July 4: 

Join Earth First! and Ed Abbey in celebrating 
the American wilderness. Featuring Ed Abbey, 
Ken Sleight, Johnny Sagebrush, Dave Fore- 
man, Artful Goodtimes and a host of other 
unsavory characters! 

And the circle organized the "Great Earth 
Hirst! Road Show" featuring songs by 
Joh nny Sagebrush (Bart Koehler), speeches 
hy Dave Foreman, all coordinated by Karen 
Tanner. The show came to Moab in No- 
vember, 1981, and was performed on the 
upstairs floor of the Poplar Place. 

Following this up, Foreman compiled a 



Years 


book of essays, 

Ecodefense: A Field Guide 
to Monkeywrenching. "For 
entertainment only," the 
book details how to put 
earth-moving equip- 
ment out of commission 
and how to devise other 
procedures to safeguard 
the Earth. 

In April 1983, Earth 
First! joined in the fight 
against the construction 
of a nuclear waste dump 
next to Canyonlands Na- 
tional Park, threatening a 
human blockade if the 
Department of Energy 
ever began work on an 
exploratory shaft. 

And a short time later, 
on May 18-19, 1983, 

Earth First! protested the 
observance of the 20th 
anniversary of Lake 
Powell, leading to a show- 
down with Interior Secre- 
taryjames Watt, the key- 
note speaker at a Page, 

Arizona, luncheon. 

While Earth Firstlers 
protested, a press conference was held in 
the afternoon by the National Park Service, 
the Bureau of Reclamation, the Dell E. 
Webb Recreational Properties and other 
dignitaries aboard a tour boat. Special invi- 
tations had been given to the press and to 
numerous travel editors — a stacked deck. 
Then the activists did their thing. 

This increased radical environmental- 
ism hasn’t always set right with main- 
stream environmental groups who merely 
lean on conventional forms of negotia- 
tion and persuasion. 

Earth First! oversteps 
the boundary of legal 
means, they say. Earth 
First! counters that the 
opposition, most often 
the government 
backed by corporate in- 
terests, are themselves 
out to destroy the very 
environment to which 
some mainstream 
groups only pay lip ser- 
vice. When all at- 
tempts at negotiation 
and persuasion fail, 
when the Earth, God’s 
creation, is being raped 
and destroyed as was 


Earth First! "cracked" the Glen Canyon Dam in 1981. 


done in Glen Canyon, what alternatives 
are left? War? 

Hail to Earth First! in its first 20 years. 
May it do well in its next hundred. 

Ken Sleight has been an environmental 
activist in southeastern Utah for over 40 years. 
His good friend, the late Edward Abbey, based 
the character Seldom Seen Smith in The Mon- 
key Wrench Gang on Ken. 


mp’e one way 
» CAT ft . 
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Residents of East Austin's Boggy Creek watershed called Austin EF! on 
October 10, 1 985, when bulldozers started clearing huge pecan trees for a 
Corps of Engineers "flood control" project. Although the activists' ejforts 
only saved a small fraction of the trees in the area, the action helped put 
EF! on the local political map as a force to be reckoned with. 

by Coyote 

Austin, Texas, 1984. It was the beginning of the end of a 
once-beautiful oasis of liberal thought and scenic beauty in 
polluted right-wing Texas. But trouble was brewing. Develop- 
ers were revving up to double the size of the capital city in short 
order. Plans for new highways, subdivisions, bridges and sky- 
scraper office towers were in the works. The corrupt, city 
council dutifully approved most anything that came before it. 
It was not the 1984 envisioned by George Orwell, but with 
Ronald Reagan as president and Bill Clements as governor, 
things felt pretty bad. 

The local Sierra Club was increasingly compromised. A 
citizen ballot initiative in 1982 that sought to stop the 
extension of a major freeway was led by a grassroots group, 
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Earth First! 

the Zilker Park Posse. The club stood by and watched the 
spunky posse get whipped. 

The golden-cheeked warbler and black-capped vireo, birds 
that nest in the juniper woodlands west of town, had been 
added to the endangered species list because their habitat was 
rapidly being destroyed for subdivisions. The "Houstonization 
of Austin" became an anti-sprawl rallying cry for the few who 
showed up to rally. 

A few bright spots offered hope. The talented eco-folk musi- 
cian Bill Oliver popularized concern for habitat protection and 
disdain for the dreaded condominium. Dallas lawyer and forest 
warrior Ned Fritz railed against clearcutting in the East Texas 
piney woods. The body had a pulse, but it was weak. Something 
needed to be done. But what? 

Meanwhile, in a rundown neighborhood near the University 
of Texas, a couple sat one day in a porch swing gazing out at the 
parking lots and traffic jams, feeling frustrated. One student, a 
bearded redneck from Arkansas, had been thinking about his 
exasperating experience trying to motivate the Sierra Club. 
Next to him sat a bright-eyed, pixieish blonde woman from 
Galveston with an infectious laugh. 

While wracking their brains, the redneck reminisced about 
the good old days back in 1981 when he had been a member of 
an activist Sierra Club group back in Arkansas' Ozark Moun- 
tains. Once, a pair of bearded rednecks had come through town 
pushing a message that environmentalists had to stand up for 
what they believed in and not compromise their principles. 
These two scruffy militants went by the names Digger and 
Johnny Sagebrush. They had been a bit over the top, but their 
group had the kind of message that seemed to be just what was 
needed to shake up Austin's political scene. 

There had been some occasional, tantalizing news reports 
from distant, exotic-sounding places like Glen Canyon Dam, 
Salt Creek Wilderness, the Bisti Badlands and the Wind River 
Mountains. These militants had made a name for themselves 
protesting and demonstrating for the Earth. Now that was 
something the Sierra Club would never do! But would they 
want anything to do with Texas college students? Concluding 
that there was nothing to be lost by trying, our intrepid young 
activist wannabes set about tracking down the self-styled 
"rednecks for wilderness" who called their group Earth First!. 

It took a few days, but the Austinites finally succeeded in 
obtaining a telephone number in Chico, California. Not know- 
ing what they were getting into, the pair dialed. A gruff, 
cracking voice answered. It was Digger Dave. "Well, sure, I 
think you should start your own group," he drawled. 

"But does it cost anything? Do we have to have bylaws and seek 
permission from the national office to do things?" they asked. 

"Oh hell no, we don't have any rules; you guys just go out 
and do whatever you think needs to be done to save the 
planet,” was the reply. 

Stunned, the pair looked at each other. "No rules?” They 
grinned. They'd found what they’d been looking for. 

Within days an activist team had been recruited. Actions 
were planned. Things were happening! Protests against the $4- 
billion Texas Water Plan made statewide news. Regional orga- 
nizing work to fight logging in designated and proposed 
wilderness areas in the national forests in East Texas grew into 
a sustained campaign that made headlines for years. Battling 
the cancerous spread of housing tracts across warbler habitat 
and sensitive underground cave recharge zones, EF! made the 



Makes its Mark in Texas 


pollution of Austin's world-famous Barton Springs equivalent 
in the eyes of many in Central Texans to calling the heroes of 
the Alamo wimps. When yahoos came to town to conduct their 
hideous "rattlesnake roundups" — where unmentionable things 
are done to innocent snakes— EFl was there blocking their 
paths with the increasingly ubiquitous bicycle lock and a smile. 

One of the defining moments of Austin’s recent political 
history was largely the result of EF! organizing: the "Save Our 
Springs" campaign. A marathon, all-night city council meeting 
in which hundreds of people testified for protection of the 
watershed led to a resounding "Yes!" by the normally pro- 
development council. j ii// 

And when EFl Austin wasn’t out on the frontlines taking on 
the challenges that all other environmentalists said were lost 
causes— and winning, in many instances — it knew how to get 
out and enjoy the planet it lived to save. There were the 
infamous hot tub parties held in the courtyard of Texas' only 
clothing-optional apartment complex, and the occasionally 
excessive consumption of pre-yuppie-era Shiner Bock beer. 
Entropy House became a local legend, with the local Sierra 
Club leader as landlord and the native plants in the front yard 
infuriating the city lawn cops. 

Over the course of the next two years, EF! Austin grew from 
an idea into one of the best-known and most-hated environ- 
mental groups in the great state of Texas. Strong, uncompro- 
mising advocacy, coupled with creativity, humor and utter 
disrespect for the forces of darkness bent on destroying the 
Earth, set the group apart from their 
more staid colleagues in the Travis 
Audubon Society and the Sierra Club 
Lone Star Chapter. And the general pub- 
lic knew who to call when they needed 
something done. 

The role of EF! Austin in shaping the 
recent environmental history of central 
I exas cannot be understated. It put Aus- 
tin on the map as a center of grassroots 
environmental activism, and put devel- 
opers on notice that they were not going 
to find the going easy, as they did in 
Dallas and San Antonio. It’s safe to say 
that an entire generation of activists in 
Texas — and certainly an entire genera- 
tion of developers — has had some ojn 
portunity to work with EF! Austin. And 
an entire generation of Barton Springs 
lovers, consumers of Austin's drinking 
water and bird watchers all owe EF! 

Austin their gratitude- '# 

What happened to the early Austin 
EF!ers, and where are they now? Here's a 
brief sampling of the whereabouts of 
just a few of the gang: A curly-liaired guy 
founded an advocacy group for wolf 
reintroduction in the Rockies. A high- 
profile EF! woman got her PhD and went 
to work for a science-orierjfed wilder- 
ness advocacy group founded by Digger 
Dave himself. Another woman who 
founded the memorable "bellydancers 
for biodiversity” went on to fame and 


fortune as a board member of the EF! Journal (imagine that). A 
bearded redneck from East Texas (not the bearded redneck 
from Arkansas) became a legend in his own time when the 
Forest Service cut down a tree with him still in it. He's immor- 
talized in a classic Bill Oliver campfire song. One troglodytically 
inclined EF!er went to work as a biologist studying and defend- 
ing the oft-maligned yet inconspicuous cave fauna. A clean- 
shaven redneck became a historian. And then there were those 
who passed on to another corner of paradise, beloved members 
of the clan sadly taken from us by accidents and untimely 
illnesses. They will be missed for many years to come. 

And what about that couple in the porch swing? The woman 
is now proud owner of an herbal magic store, and the redneck 
is rumored to be off somewhere in the canyon country trying 
to take down a dam, the Dam... Glen Canyon Dam. 

As for me, well I'm COyote. I've been around but kept 
pretty quiet all these years. Y'all may hear some more from 
me in the future. But for now, well, I'll just wander off, back 
into the oak woods of the Texas Hill Country. The develop- 
ment machine has geared up again to a high-pitched whine. 
It’s getting so's a self-respectin' coyote can't even find a 
place to howl anymdre. Think I’ll try to round up a few of my 
friends, get a group together and go fight the bastards... 
before it's all gone. 

Coyote is a native of the East Texas Piney Woods region. He has 
expanded his range far and wide to the west, and was last seen 
along Devils River near Loma Alta, Texas,jnaking plans to drain 
Amistad Reservoir. 



On October 21, 1986, Texas Earth First! went toe-to-toe with the Forest Service in the Four Notch 
area of East Texas' Sum Houston National Forest. Using the excuse of "Southern pine beetle 
infestation," the Freddies were in the process of pulverizing 2,600 acres of pine forest using a giant, 
52 ton tree crtisher, "Godzilla," to be followed by burning with napalm, and replanting as a pine 
plantation. Austin EF!er Hug is Cargis jumped on top of Godzilla, and in the first-ever lockdown of 
this sort, secured His neck to the machine with a U-lock, stopping it for more than 24 hours. This 
move, as well as the Freddies' cutting down trees with EFlers in them, brought a huge amount of 
media attention to Forest Service practices, and precipitated a stop order from the state attorney 
general: Tragically, on January 1, 1987, Bugis lost his life in a car accident. His action at Four 
Notch was immortalized in Bill Oliver's song, "Bugis and the Beast." 
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Tree-to-tree travel at the Watch Mountain land swap in Washington's Gifford PinchotNF. We won this one! 


by Sprig 

This article first appeared in the April-May 2000 edition of the EF!J. 

One night in 1985, Ron Huber and Mike Jakubal were sitting 
around a campfire disconcerted that the traditional, short-lived 
blockade was the only action in the works to stop the logging of 700- 
1000-year-old trees by Willamette Industries. Jakubal was a rock 
climber, and somewhere in that late night conversation he and 
Huber dreamt up a way to sustain a perch 80 feet up in a Douglas fir. 
Within days an affinity group from Cathedral Forest Action made it 
a reality. Loggers came to work one morning to find Jakubal on his 
platform, prepared for a week-long standoff in the unit. The unit was 
part of an area locally known as Millennium Grove in Oregon's 
Willamette National Forest, east of Sweet Home. 

Surprisingly, the debut of this innovative tactic didn't hold the 


Forest Service and Willamette Industries off long. After lunch they 
started felling trees as close as 20 feet from his platform. At the end 
of the workday, they had cut every tree except for the one he was 
sitting in. The loggers did their dirty deed and then went home, or so 
Jakubal thought. Probably the first person to witness the massacre of 
a forest 80 feet up, Jakubal "quietly climbs down to inspect the 
shattered remains of the once mighty trees. He sits on a fresh stump. 
A Freddy lunges out from behind a bush, tells him to stop, falls flat 
on his face, gets up and arrests [Jakubal]," recounts an old, yellowed 
edition of the EF!f. 

Treesitting as a tactic has evolved tremendously since the first 
treesit in North America. They set the first sit by spurring up the tree. 
Today, sitters girth trees or free climb to set the first line. Later that 
summer of 1 985, sitters started to tie in to other trees in the Millenium 
Grove, creating the first small village of about five to six activists. 




The crazy view down, down, down at Fall Creek in Oregon's Willamette NF. A day in the life at Fall Creek, up where the murrelets nest. 
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Treesitters investigate a curious photographer at Fall Creek in Oregon. 

The evolution of the tree villages of today came out of the road wars 
in England beginning in 1994. The Whitecroft Woods in Lancashire 
hosted the first modern-day tree village in beech trees 60 feet up. 

In 1996, using the arboreal technology developed in the road 
wars in England, the Owl Creek tree village at Headwaters in 
Northern California was the first US manifestation of the long-term 
upper canopy encampments that we see today. In 1997, the Love 
Pod was another highlight in treesitters' history. It was the first 
wrap-around treesit, roomy enough for six, or perhaps more. These 
tactics continued to thrive throughout the late '90s and into 2000. 


When you face down fear (don't look down!) the campfire songs make 

more sense. 

In a show of solidarity, a coalition of treesit/direct action forest 
campaigns has formed under the name Canopy Action Network. 
Sharing our collective knowledge and energy, like branches 
reaching out, we will fill in those holes that have been cut into the 
forest canopy and make our green corridors stronger. Treesitters 
and forest activists around the world send us your information 
and link up to the universal carabiner. Sometimes the web of life 
needs to be tied up with truck rope. 

For more information, contact(888) pickaxe; pickaxeprod@igc.org; 
www.pickaxe.org/links.html. 


This is Bunchgrass Ridge in Oregon's Willamette NF. This is why we move to the forest and sit in trees. No deals and no compromise! 
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by Ramon 

The Citizen's Guides sprinkled throughout this magazine are 
offered on the assumption that more so-called "everyday people" 
will become treehuggers in the future. Here's the logic: 

A) When the natural order of things is The Natural Order of 
Things, treehugging is unnecessary. 

B) The value of any resource increases as it disappears. 

C) When the natural order of things threatens to 
become the Unnatural Order of Things, treehugging 
becomes very necessary indeed. 

The "resource" in this case is wilderness. Pristine 
forest. Backcountry. The Big Outdoors. You know: 
the place where the hand of man never sets foot. 

And the "value" isn't economic. It isn't social. It 
isn't political. You know what it is. 

So, get on the bandwagon early; adopt a favorite 
forest that's being, or is about to be, nuked by logging 
and go hug a tree or two. But first... 

A) Quit your lame job. 

B) Divest yourself of all your possessions. This will insure that 
any lawsuits brought against you by timber companies result in 
hollow victories. If you don't have it, they can't get it. Giving all 
your stuff away is simple once you put your mind to it, and your 
friends will enjoy the windfall, at least until it becomes their turn 
to do the same. The most difficult items to give away will be your 
TV sets: every family already has four. 

C) Choose your law-enforcement jurisdiction carefully unless 
you plan a hunger strike while in jail. A few California counties 
offer fairly tasty vegetarian fare as an option to their regular menu, 
and some Idaho lock-ups serve fresh game that actually might not 
be roadkill. Other jails will give you nothing but baloney and 




mayo on white, but usually will hold the baloney if you 
swear you're a Hindu. 

D) Trim your nails the day before the planned bust; jailers 
(sorry: "correctional officers") won't allow you to do it while 
under their care. Suicide watch, presumably, although it's hard to 
visualize how you could kill yourself with a set of nail clippers. 
Very slowly, one assumes. 

E) Dress warmly. You might be chained to that tree for 
hours while the authorities figure out what to do with 
you. If you plan to get busted with a buddy (and you 
should), choose one with considerable body mass 
and stay to leeward if it gets windy. 

F) It sometimes improves relations with the 
arresting officers if your support team brings 
coffee to the site of your treehug. But don't you 
drink any because... 

G) ...you'll have to pee and your arms are going 
to be chained around that tree, remember? Best 
bet: go beforehand, forget the coffee, and wear 

Depends just in case. 

H) Treehugging should be done early in the week. If you go to 
jail on a Friday you’ll look at bars all weekend as well as have to 
share your cozy cell (designed for six) with a dozen or more 
belligerent drunks. Worse, weekend press releases tend to disap- 
pear into a media black hole even if you're the CEO of IBM. 

I) Speaking of media coverage (known as "ink"), it's best 
to prepare your own press releases in advance. Don't trust 
them to that nice young man who just graduated from 
college. He can't spell. 

J) While being handcuffed, hold your hands loosely behind 
your back. If the arresting officer says he's going to double-lock 
them, don't panic; he's doing you a favor. Double-locking 

prevents them from tightening around 



Protecting the natural Order of Things. It's bison rather than trees in this case, but you get the point. 


your wrists as you squirm around in the 
police van trying to scratch your nose. 

K) Resist that temptation to go on a 
hunger strike. Nobody cares. This is 
America, the Land of Plenty, and 
people will think you're nuts for not 
eating free food even if it is those 
baloney sandwiches. 

L) Tell your loved ones in advance that 
the only phone calls allowed in most 
jails are outgoing calls, and they must be 
made collect. What they will hear when 
they answer the phone will be a series of 
mysterious dicks followed by a recorded, 
very stern, male voice: "You have a col- 
lect call from a correctional facility. If 
you accept the call, press one." If not 
alerted to this, your 10-year-old might 
just hang up and forget about it. And no, 
you can't phone for a pizza. 

M) Finally, never, never call cops "Fuzz." 
Trust me on this one. 

Note: As you repeat this procedure 
down through the years, keep one 
thing in mind: going to jail for trees is 
like sex... if you can remember the 
number of times you've done it, you 
haven't done it enough times. 
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Growing up in the Movement 



The author at the John Day River at flood stage in 1996 


by Sasha Coulter Callies 

1 attended my first Round River Rendezvous in 1988 at age 
three. This one stands out in my memory over the other seven that 
I have attended because of the post-Rondy action at the Okanogan 
Ranger Station. My memory of this event is very hazy, but I 
remember that my mom and dad were brutally arrested and that 
I was really scared. I am told that the reason I was scared was that 
I saw police dogs being used to arrest my mom, and that my dad 
handed me to a friend moments before he too was hauled away. 
I am upset that I can't really remember this because he died shortly 
thereafter. I also remember that I had to stay with friends while my 
parents were in jail, and that someone talked to me about my fear 
of the police. This probably helped me a lot, as my fear of the 
police is no more intense than anyone elses in the movement. I 
consider the Okanogan action to be my first demonstration 
although I am told I was at three Greenpeace actions before I was 
a year old. 

Since 1988, 1 have been to seven more Rendezvous, Cove/Mallard, 
Warner Creek, Watch Mountain, Fall Creek and multiple actions. 
Throughout this time it could be said that I was "growing up in the 
movement," as the first house I can remember was a Seattle crash 
house and the next two places where I have lived have been EF! 
landtrusts. My mom, Karen Coulter, has also been very involved and 
overworked as an EF! activist for as long as I can remember. 

Throughout the time I have been involved with the movement, I 
have seen more than the rowdiness and drunkenness that might be 
considered a problem for a kid growing up in EF! . There are problems 
with being raised in this type of environment. Everyone is often 
stressed out and depressed, for while we do have our victories, we are 


fighting an uphill battle and have more losses than wins. Another 
major problem is the absence of kids my age. I personally consider 
this to be the worst problem as I have lived most of my life 
homeschooled in an isolated part of Eastern Oregon. While growing 
up around weird EF!ers could be said to make you grow up faster, it 
also makes you cynical and hard to relate to for people your own age. 

Of course there are benefits to growing up in Earth First!, such 
as the sense of community it provides. The reason that people 
form such things as bridge clubs or comics conventions is, I 
believe, to be a part of a greater community — something our 
movement does much better. It's nice to know our form of 
community's purpose is to do something more important than 
learning a new form of macrame! Other pro’s of growing up with 
our happy riffraff is the added knowledge of all things nature-wise, 
as well as diverse social interactions. Many city kids I know are 
unlikely to have a lot of conversations with grownups that are 
more than social niceties, while I consider a conversation on forest 
ecology or the physics of a tripod to be meaningful. Another plus 
to growing up in EF! is that kids who have not grown up in the 
movement are likely to be taken aback by our wonderful chaos, 
since city life is based on privacy and cleanliness, both of which 
our movement throws into happy reckless abandon. 

You might be wondering why growing up in the movement is 
such an important issue to warrant this article. Besides being asked 
to write on this subject, I consider this to be important because 
of the high rate of burnout in older activists. While I can’t 
guarantee that your kids will grow up to be just like me when 
they're fifteen (that's a good thing), I do imagine that they will be 
more receptive to EF! issues if they are brought up in our culture. 
All in all, I think that growing up in the movement is a good thing 
as it gives kids cool people to be around, important issues to work 
on, and, in the long run, could make them into better people. 
Have fun and keep up the fight! 

Sasha Coulter Callies is an EF! magician based in Eastern Oregon. 



Sasha with his father, activist George Callies, at a 1987 regional EF! 

rendezvous in Washington's Olympic Mountains 
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by Josh Laughlin 

My co-worker here, Frog, got the ball rolling on this one. She knew this guy 
with some grizzly bear history, Doug Peacock, from a brief run-in at an 
environmental conference in Boise, Idaho, and figured he’d make a solid 
contribution to the 20th anniversary issue. About the time she initiated an 
interview, I randomly got my hands on his book Grizzly Years, that one I've 
always glossed over in our merchandise section and the book that had been 
collecting dust on our office library shelf. 

In between issues here at the Journal this summer, ready to float the Hells 
Canyon stretch of the Snake River, I needed some pages to turn. So there I was, 
deep down in the canyon, flipping page after page of this gripping, nail-biting 
book. Who knows, maybe the griz did or didn't once live in this remote 
drainage that straddles the Oregon/Idaho boarder. Nothin' like a good read in 
the right place. 

Sensibly, the ball kinda fell in my lap. I probed around for some history and 
loaded some fresh batteries into my dictaphone. I'm sure glad I got the chance 
to shoot the shit with Doug. He's got something to tell. I hope he does to you 
what he did to me. 


EF!J: You've got a history with Abbey. 
Was it a rabble-rousing kind of relation- 
ship, or what? 

DP: Well, it was. It was a lot more than 
that. Ed Abbey was the most difficult, close 
friendship of my entire life. 1 met Ed about 
a year after I got back from Vietnam. We 
ran into each other one night at Bill 
Eastlake's house and talked about moun- 
tain lions. A week later I went to knock on 
his Quonset hut where he was the park 
ranger at Organ Pipe. In those days you 
usually knocked on the door with a bottle 
of whiskey or gin. Those were good man- 
ners at the time. From there the one com- 
mon bond we had was wilderness. 

And I went to Hawaii because I had a 
graduate fellowship in intensive Vietnam- 
ese, a language which I already knew. And 
while I was over in Hawaii, I heard Ed's wife 
died of leukemia, Judy. And I wrote him a 
little note. He wrote a little note back, and 
he said come on up to Kanab. We took 
hundreds of trips after that. Many of them 
to Cabeza Prieta, Canyonlands, different 
parts of Arizona and Mexico. But that was 
how it started. It was a friendship that was 
based on the one common bond: the im- 
portance of wilderness, both as a place for 
some of us to use in terms of our personal 
lives and the incredible importance of fight- 
ing to preserve it. 

EF!J: Do any classic stories stick in your 
mind that the two of you shared? 

DP: Um, well, here... I'm not quite sure. 
I don't have an anecdote right at hand. We 
started doing casual monkeywrenching in 
the early 70s. It was more talk than any- 
thing else. It was more recreational than 
methodical. We knocked down billboards, 
etc., etc. But I didn't know anything about 


The Monkey Wrench Gang until we were... 
Ed and I, we were bachelors and alone at 
the time, so we spent this kind of weepy, 
whiskey-drinking Christmas eve in a top- 
less bar. How did we improve on that one? 
We got up and jumped in my '66 Ford 
pickup and drove all night long, drinking 
beer, going over into the Cabeza Prieta 
over Charlie Bell Pass, getting that old 
pickup stuck in the middle of the night a 
half dozen times. It only had two wheel 
drive. When we finally finished all the 
beer, we got out in the playa and got the 
pickup stuck and passed out for the night. 

The next day we drove onto an incred- 
ible place called Eagle Tank in the Sierra 
Pinta. It is a wild, wonderful desert place. 
And we had an unusual New Years. It 
actually sleeted on us, unheard of down in 
the Cabeza Prieta, where it doesn’t rain 
much, let alone snow. 

Ed was quizzing me. I had been 
cross-trained in demolitions 
when I was a Green Beret medic 
in Vietnam and knew a little 
of this and that. He 
was asking me all , .. 
these technical 
questions about 
ecotage. Actu- 
ally, I had a 
bunch of old 
special warfare 
books that were 
classified at the 
time that I stole them. They certainly aren’t 
any more. I provided him a stack of litera- 
ture. Finally over the campfire, the day 
after New Years, he said that he had been 
working on this book. And I had no idea 
what the hell it was about. He said the hero 


of the book was going to be a guy named 
Hayduke. That was the first I had heard of 
Hayduke. It came out about a year later. I 
will say that the publication of The Monkey 
Wrench Gang placed a little bit of stress on 
our friendship (laugh). Hayduke was a dolt. 
Even a famous dolt is, you know... I prefer 
to think that I'm not totally a dolt. Fortu- 
nately, by that time I had started my own 
work with grizzly bears. The only thing 
worse than being your own caricature is 
being someone else's fiction. 

All of that went away in the last couple 
of weeks of Ed's life. I spent the last few 
nights with him when it was clear he was 
dying. We took him out and buried him in 
a beautiful, legal grave. He was 15 years 
older than me. Our friendship had a pater- 
nalistic edge to it. That paternalism just 
disappeared that last week, you know. He 
died a really good death. 

EF!J: Can you talk a little bit about how 
griz country helped you cope a fter coming 
back from the war? 

DP: Well, I discovered grizzlies sort of 
accidentally. I came back like a lot of other 
vets, really out of sorts, couldn't talk to 
anybody. Never had many social skills. 
The only place I've ever been comfortable 
in is the wilderness. And so I kind of 
crawled back i tito the busheslikea wounded 
animal, and I went into the Wind Rivers 
and got snowed and rained on there. Went 
to Yellowstone and ran into grizzly bears. 
The one thing I needed was something 
powerful enough to get me out of myself. 
Grizzly bears provided the perfect solu- 
tion. You don’t think about yourself. It is 
an absolute lesson in humility because 
there is something out there that can kill 
and eatyour ass anytime it wants to I spent 
the next couple of years just kind of watch- 
ing grizzlies. You learn a lot by watching 
grizzlies. They teach you a lot about 
yourself. They teach great les- 
sons in restraint and in hu- 
mility. It is such a won- 
derful, powerful awe 
for that kind of wild 
nature. 

Slowly I was able to 
recover the elements 
of my own humanity 
through those expe- 
riences. And then by 
the early 70s it was re- 
ally clear that the grizzlies were having a 
hell of a lot of trouble. They were going 
away in Yellowstone. And it was payback 
time. They had saved my life in a really 
quite literal way. It was time for me to do 
what I could to help save them. Back in 



Page 32 Earth First! Satnhain 2000 



Wntlhi P><§>mgj 


those days there were three or four grizzly 
bear advocates in the entire world. You've 
got hundreds today. Back then there was 
nobody. I set out with a movie camera to 
sort of document the last of the grizzlies 
and use the film to advertise the plight of 
grizzlies. That lasted another 10-15 years. 

EF!J: How did that film turn out? Was 
there a lot of publicity, and did it open 
a lot of eyes? 

DP: Actually, I did a lot of film. I did a lot 
of TV. I was on the "Today's Show" twice 
and "Good Morning America. " One of the 
(laugh ) funniest things I did is one of those 
old "American Sportsmans." It predates 
you a little bit, but it was the longest 
running sports program on TV. You know, 
I call it the "American Shithead." Curt 
Gowdy goes out with some TV actor, you've 
never heard of him before, and they blow 
away grouse and they yuck it up. They go 
blam, blam, yuck. 

Me and Arnold Schwarzenegger went 
out to face the griz. We did a 20-minute 
segment here in Yellowstone. And then 
finally there was a feature film made. I 
didn’t make it. I'd never make a film about 
myself. But it was called Peacock's War. It is 
an hour documentary, and it was the pre- 


mier slot of PBS’ nature program when it 
came out, about 1988. It was on Nature for 
three or four years, and it is still on the 
Discovery Channel. And, you know, it 
won grand prizes at Telluride and Snow- 
bird. That is a document I left behind... 

I considered it my duty to keep my 
thumb in the grizzly bear field no matter 
what. You can't trust all the government 
biologists that are out there saying our 
bears are doing just fine. That's not good 
enough. I keep myself in the field and 
informed enough, so I've got a little bit of 
independent expertise just to be able to 
say, "It ain't necessarily so." 

EF!J: What are the implications for the 
griz with the ongoing bison slaughter in 
Yellowstone? 

DP: First of all, the slaughter of the 
bison in Yellowstone is just unspeakable. 
No species on Earth ever slaughtered an- 
other species on Earth the way we Euro- 
pean-American, white European immi- 
grants, slaughtered the American bison. 
In 1800 there were 70-million bison. By 
1881 there was a few hundred left. By 
1902 there were 23 wild bison. That was 
no hunt. That was the greatest slaughter 
on Earth. And that attitude toward wild- 



life I think just affects our mainstream 
culture. And we extend that toward griz- 
zlies. The grizzly bear is not a docile ani- 
mal. It lives beyond our control, beyond 
our management. That is what I love 
about grizzlies. They are not shy. They do 
not do what we want to do. They are quite 
cantankerous and quite independent. 

The more mundane link between bison 
and grizzlies is simply that the fucking 
Department of Livestock kills all those 
bison, even on a hard winter, and the 
grizzlies of course feed on the bison car- 
casses in the spring, which is a natural 
organic process. 

continued on page 100 



Momma griz and kids up in British Columbia's Great Bear Rainforest 
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Sent off to slaughter and decapitated — 1 997 was a devastating year for the bison. 


by Dan Brister 

The EF! Journal has been covering the growing resistance to the 
buffalo slaughter for more than 10 years, from the hunt sab 
campaigns of the late 1980s to the present day Buffalo Field 
Campaign (BFC). Many of the volunteers who have come to the 
Yellowstone/Montana border in defense of the buffalo origi- 
nally learned of the slaughter through stories in the Journal. 

It is difficult to talk about the current slaughter of America's 
bison without reflecting on the carnage that took place in the 
19th century. Many of the forces that conspired to eradicate 
buffalo from the plains and mountains of the West remain alive 
and strong today. Under pressure from the livestock industry, 
Montana officials made the 1990s the bloodiest decade for 
buffalo in more than 120 years, killing nearly 2,500 animals. 

People have been working to protect the buffalo for at least 
130 years. Although there are no records of anyone standing 
between the buffalo runners' guns and the great herds of the 
1870s, there was a strong movement to stop the senseless 
bloodshed. Below I explore some of the forces behind the 
ongoing slaughter and celebrate the efforts of those working for 
a future of free-roaming buffalo. 

With the eradication of the great herds came the eradication 
of peoples. For those wishing to reduce the Indian to a life on the 
reservation, bison extirpation was a major strategy. Capitalizing 
on the peoples’ interdependence with the animals, 19th century 
leaders launched a campaign to wipe out the buffalo and force 
Indians into a settled lifestyle more compatible with European 
ideals of private property and "civilization." Interior Secretary 
Columbus Delano made this clear in 1873: "The civilization of 
the Indian is impossible while the buffalo remains upon the 
plains. I would not seriously regret the total disappearance of the 
buffalo from our western prairies, in its effect upon the Indians, 
regarding it as a means of hastening their sense of dependence 
upon the products of the soil and their own labors." 


In addition to providing the Indians with sustenance, buf- 
falo stood firmly in the way of the settlers' dreams of a coast to 
coast cattle culture. Free roaming buffalo paid no heed to the 
newly erected fences and competed with cattle on the open 
range. Wild buffalo were living reminders of the "uncivilized" 
nature of the pre-conquest West. By the last decades of the 19th 
century it had become clear that buffalo would not be tolerated 
in the United States. 

Alarmed at the rate at which buffalo were disappearing, a 
movement to protect the buffalo emerged. Representative 
Greenburg Fort introduced legislation in 1874 to make it illegal 
for anyone but an Indian to kill cow buffalo. Although HR 921 
eventually passed both houses of Congress, it encountered 
strong opposition and incited a revealing debate: "There is no 
law that Congress can pass that will prevent the buffalo from 
disappearing before the march of civilization. They eat the grass. 
They trample upon the plains upon which our settlers desire to 
herd their cattle. They destroy the pasture. They are as uncivi- 
lized as the Indian.” 

"The solution of the Indian problem is to confine these 
Indians upon as small a tract of land as possible, and make it a 
necessity for them to learn to labor and to get a sustenance from 
the soil as the white man does.” 

"It would be a great step forward in the civilization of the 
Indians if there was not a buffalo in existence." 

Other members of Congress, objecting to such nefarious 
logic, argued strongly in favor of the resolution, and ulti- 
mately prevailed: "We may as well not only destroy the 
buffalo, but the fish in the rivers, the birds in the air; we may 
as well destroy the squirrels, lizards, prairie-dogs, and take 
away from the Indian the means of living, and in that way you 
will, perhaps, be able to board them at the Fifth Avenue Hotel 
and civilize them to your satisfaction. I object to the inhu- 
manity of gentlemen who wish to wipe out the buffalo in 
order to get the Indians upon reservations." 
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Passed to the White House for the president's signature, HR 
921 died a silent death on the desk of Ulysses S. Grant. Victim of 
a pocket-veto, it never became a law. 

Unregulated, the slaughter continued, abated by only the 
dwindling number of buffalo. By 1902 the Yellowstone herd, 
composed of just 23 wild buffalo, was all that remained. Seeking 
to avoid extinction, the Park Service purchased 21 bison from 
private herds in Montana and Texas and released them into the 
park. Today's Yellowstone herd of roughly 2,500 traces its 
ancestry to these 44 buffalo. 

Since 1990, Montana has shot 2,418 members of the 
Yellowstone herd as they crossed the invisible park boundary in 
search of winter for- 
age. Spinning a con- 
troversy out of un- 
founded fears, threats 
and intimidation, the 
state has created hys- 
teria out of brucello- 
sis, a disease the buf- 
falo are said to carry. 

Despite the lack of a single documented case of transmission 
from wild bison to cattle, Montana's powerful livestock industry 
stubbornly insists on maintaining a zero tolerance policy for 
buffalo in the state. 

What's really at stake is the grass on the public lands adjacent 
to the park, and Montana's ranchers are unwilling to share it 
with bison. Echoing his 19th century forebears, Lee Alley, US 
Animal Health Association Chairman, has said if it were up to 
him, "the Yellowstone herd would be depopulated, the animals 
destroyed. All of them." 

Prior to 1994, the Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife and 
Parks (FWP), under mandate from the legislature, was respon- 
sible for bison management. Attempting to sidestep controversy 
without abating the killing, FWP oversaw a so-called 
public hunt of the Yellowstone herd between 1985 
and 1991. Charging $1,000 for nonresidents and 
$200 for residents, agency personnel served as guides 
to "hunters," leading them on snowmobiles to well 
within firing range of the docile animals. Because 
many of the hunters were inexperienced and there 
were no required marksmanship or safety courses, it 
often took hunters three or four shots to kill a buffalo. 

An adolescent boy who participated in the 1990 
hunt described his experience of shooting a bull: "I 
missed and I got his arm. Then I went for it again and 
I got him down around his shoulder and then he 
staggered and walked a little ways and then I shot him 
in the neck and that killed him off." 

Five hundred and sixty-nine buffalo were killed in 
this manner during the winter of 1988-'89. Called to 
action by such carnage, a group of activists assembled 
outside the park and developed strategies to sabotage 
the hunt and in so doing, catalyze opposition to the 
slaughter. Bill Haskins, who was involved at the time, 
explains: "In those days, there was no permanent 
occupation of the area by hunt sabs. D.J. Schubert 
holed up in a motel room in West Yellowstone several 
times to monitor the bison and FWP guys. The 
hunters were chosen by a lottery, so it usually took a 
day or two for FWP to put a hunt together. D.J . would 
try to get people from Missoula and Bozeman down 
to West in time to sab and/or monitor the hunt." 

The activists, on cross-country skis, would haze 
buffalo into Yellowstone or other areas where the 
hunters couldn't reach them. Other times they would 


disrupt the hunt by placing themselves between the buffalo and 
the guns. Such tactics were extremely effective and helped 
generate public opposition which ultimately forced the state to 
change its plans. 

In 1990, while watching a buffalo struggle after being shot 
but not killed, Lee Dessaux shouted at the hunter and prod- 
ded him with a ski pole, urging him to end the animal's 
suffering. Although the hunter wasn't injured, Lee was charged 
with assault. He managed to escape, but a warrant was issued 
for his arrest. Infiltrator Barry Clausen snitched on him 
following the EF! Round River Rendezvous in Montana, and 
Lee eventually served a month in the Gallatin County Jail. 

The hunt sab was in- 
strumental in not only 
stopping the hunt but also 
in laying the groundwork 
for and developing many 
of the tactics used in sub- 
sequent campaigns. Al- 
though the hunt was 
abandoned in 1991, the 
killing continued unabated. Instead of relying on hunters, 
Montana turned to its wildlife agents to do the killing and 
erected a capture facility near West Yellowstone. Opposition 
remained strong. A Bozeman affinity group formed, and people 
drove down to West Yellowstone throughout the winter to free 
buffalo from the traps, which were baited with alfalfa. 

In 1995, the Montana legislature transferred bison manage- 
ment responsibilities from FWP to Montana's Department of 
Livestock (DOL). DOL agents — livestock inspectors with no 
training in wildlife management — have been slaughtering the 
Yellowstone herd ever since. The agency, mandated to protect 
the state's livestock industry, has a glaring conflict of interest. 

Showing no concern for public sentiment, the DOL made the 



Thermals erupt in background as a calf nurses in the heart of Yellowstone. 


“It would be a great step forward in the 

CIVILIZATION OF THE INDIANS IF THERE WAS NOT 
A BUFFALO IN EXISTENCE.” 

— 19th century politician 
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In 1800, 70-million bison roamed the wilds; by 1881 only a few hundred remained. 


winter of 1996-'9 7 the most deadly year of the century, killing 
1,084 buffalo. After butchering the animals, agents left hundreds 
of gut piles behind, infuriating residents who had to suffer the 
stench and begging the question as to why entrails of animals 
"infected" with brucellosis were left on fields where cattle would 
soon be grazing. 

During a public meeting in Gardiner, Montana, that winter, 
Delyla Wilson delivered one of the piles to some of the politi- 
cians responsible for the slaughter. After spilling the guts on 
Montana Governor Marc Racicot, Senators Conrad Burns and 
Max Baucus, and Agriculture Secretary Dan Glickman, news of 
Wilson's action was broadcast across the country and helped 
bring the killing of more than 1 ,000 buffalo to the attention of 
millions of Americans. 

Alarmed at the extent to which the slaughter had pro- 
gressed, tribal leaders from around the country gathered later 
that winter near Gardiner to hold a day of prayer. The 
ceremony was disrupted by gunshots. When Lakota elder 
Rosalie Little Thunder left the circle to investigate, she found 
that the DOL had shot 14 buffalo less than two miles away. 
Walking across a field to pray over her slain relatives, she was 
arrested and charged with criminal trespass. To Little Thunder 
and other tribal members present, there was no question of 
coincidence. "They shot the buffalo because we were at that 
place on that day at that time," she says. 

Building on the work and tactics of the activists who defended 
the buffalo throughout the '90s, the Buffalo Field Campaign 
formed after the dark winter of '97, intent on preventing another 
such slaughter. The group maintains a cabin near West Yellowstone 


and runs daily patrols during the winter months, when buffalo are 
outside the park. In the past three winters, more than 750 
volunteers have given their time and energy to monitor buffalo 
migrations, perform nonviolent civil disobedience, document 
DOL transgressions against the buffalo and educate the public. 

Last winter, efforts to protect the buffalo were extremely 
successful. The vigilance of BFC's daily patrols and the barrage of 
public outcry generated by local and national media have made 
it increasingly difficult for the state to kill. Various national news 
shows, including "Nightline" and A&E's "Investigative Reports," 
devoted entire episodes to the buffalo issue, drawing extensively 
upon footage shot by BFC. For the first winter in 16 years, no 
buffalo were killed in Montana. 

The fate of the Yellowstone herd remains uncertain. The Park 
Service recently released an EIS which could make things much 
worse. Under the park's plan, members of America's last wild herd 
will continue to be unnecessarily shot, captured and sent to 
slaughter. In addition, bison will be subject to confinement and 
quarantine for up to four years. The plan also calls for the 
construction of new capture facilities and the implementation of 
such horrific measures as vaccinating the entire herd and im- 
planting "vaginal telemetry devices" in all female buffalo. 

If you'd like to help and have some free time this winter, please 
get in touch with the Buffalo Field Campaign, POB 957, West 
Yellowstone, MT 59758; (406) 646-0070; buffalo@wildrockies.org; 
www.wildrockies.org/buffalo. Patrols normally run from De- 
cember through May. 

Dan Brister has been working with the Buffalo Field Campaign 
since 1997. He lives on the outskirts of Missoula, Montana. 
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by Rod Coronado 

In this sacred place that we fight to protect, long before Earth 
First! warriors occupied the frontlines here, we came to pray. Here 
where the Earth spirits are strong, warriors of the Apache and 
Yaqui Nations came. T his is where I choose to tell a story of 
underground resistance to defend ttie Earth, not the whole story, 
only what I remember and can now safely tell. It is one small part, 
maybe only a chapter in what must be a continuing resistance. 

It is a long road that brought us to where we are today; like 
the sun that rises, our resistance follows darkness. We have 
been here before, and we will be here again. I remember 
standing on the Dakota prairie, where the blood and bones of 
many Earth warriors lay, when She first spoke to me. The 
Awakening. My first realization that this struggle is much 
bigger than any of us. When I became painfully aware of what 
it meant to put the Earth first. To not only eschew the anti- 
nature laws of the Invader, but to aggressively break them in 
defense of all that we love. T he Eartli mother cared not who we 
were, only that we were willing to defend her. 

Monkey wrenching is more than a tactic or strategy, it's the 
way of warriors. A way of life. The way of the wild and the free. 
A refusal to allow our spirits to be broken. It is our spiritual 
duty for that most ancient power in our world, the life giver, 
our one Mother Earth. 

In the autumn of 1986, after 
fighting Nordic whalers in the 
fjords of Iceland and the Faroe 
Islands, I came home not to 
something new but something 
very old: human children put- 
ting their lives on the line for 
Earth once more. We were no 
longer asleep. 

Awakened in the night, we at- 
tacked the machines destroying 
Earth. As we liberated ourselves 
from societal control, we began 
to become more than a move- 
ment. With strong hearts tem- 
pered in the dark, with sweat and 
oil, we became a tribe again. 

Across North America, 
monkeywrenching became the 
answer for those frustrated with 
the ineffectiveness of working 
within the system. 

Cutting fences, pulling sur- 


vey stakes, removing orange flagging and sabotaging heavy 
machinery became the natural reaction when these things 
were discovered in the wild forests, deserts and prairies we 
loved. Fanning the flames were allies in the Animal Libera- 
tion Front (ALF) who paralleled Earth Firstl's guerrilla resis- 
tance with arson attacks and animal rescues on the torture 
chambers holding hostage our animal relations. 

The Earth First! Rendezvous became our time to share skills, 
stories and music. Like any tribe, our songs told the story of 
warrior deeds. Darryl Cherney, Dana Lyons, Joanne Rand and 
others sang of the love and humor our actions reflected. 
Together we laughed, loved and strengthened our bond to each 
other and the Earth. 

At the 1988 Rendezvous, EF! co-founder Dave Foreman 
hoisted Icelandic saboteur David Howitt and myself up on 
stage to salute our raid on pirate whalers, welcoming the new 
generation of eco-warrior, the young anarchistic animal 
liberationists who also embraced Deep Ecology. Earth First! 
was changing. It wasn't just beer-swilling rednecks for wilder- 
ness anymore. The call for Earth defenders made by Abbey, 
Watson and Foreman was heard by many primed and ready 
for action outside the traditional ranks. 
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have Done 
the Women? 


First!, out-hike, out-climb and out- 
drink the other cowboys. 

The first direct action campaign that 
thrust Earth First! into the national 
media spotlight— the Bald Mountain 
Road campaign in southern Oregon — 
included women like Claudia 
Beausolieau, Marcy Willow and 
Gloria. In the fore of the organizing 
was Mary Beth (MB) Nearing, who 
taught those Wyoming EF! cowboys 
how to do nonviolent action preps. 
Diana Warren was buried up to her 
neck in dirt by a bulldozer there, just 
prior to our Berkeley-based affinity 
group's blockade. Our group was gen- 
der split — Becky Blythe, Sally Miller 
and I joined three guys, all first-time 
arrestees. We were the last of seven 
lines of arm-locked blockades on the 
moving to Salt Lake City. She was a Forest road that day. 

Service employee who used a Freddie copy Shortly thereafter, onto the scene in 

machine for Earth First production equip- the Pacific Northwest came kick-ass 
ment, producing the most radical envi- women like Karen Wood, Karen Coulter 
ronmental publication in existence at a and Val Wade. Val was one of two 
US government office! Susan was part of people (Mike Jakubal was the other) 
the "cracking crew" at the Glen Canyon who premiered EF!'s arboreal defense — 
Dam action, as was Louisa Wilcox, a the tree platform, or treesit. Another 
prominent wilderness activist who could, little-known fact is that the first EF! 
in those early buckaroo days of Earth redwood action (long before Headwa- 
ters) included eight women 
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the committee for the '87 Grand 
Canyon RRR included Peg Millett, 
Barbara Dugelby, Nancy Morton 
and Nancy Zierenberg (Z). 

In a very early EF! Journal 
(Yule '81), there's a photo of a 
rally in defense of the Gros 


Amazing chicks display the muscle it takes to save the Earth — You go, girls! 


by Karen Pickett 

When Dave Foreman had long hair 
and was called Digger and Mike Roselle 
was a young yippie whippersnapper 
known as Nagasaki Johnson, the image 
of Earth First! that prevailed, thanks to a 
media thirsting for stories based on per- 
sonalities rather than on issues, was an 
organization populated solely by men — 
big men in cowboy hats. Big, beer-swill- 
ing, out-of-the-Rockies and the deserts 
men in cowboy hats howling like wolves. 
It was an image that, years later, 

was an uncomfortable cloak femi- 

nist Earth First! women felt they 
had to shake off and leave be- 
hind, like a long-haired dog shak- 
ing off a soaking rain. But the 
image belied the reality of those 
early Earth First! days because 
there were women shaping that 'J 
new horizon as well. Fact is, when yA 

I slid onto the Earth First! scene in 
early 1983, there were a number ja&a 
of women in that nascent organi- ft 
zation, and damn good role mod- 
els at that. True, men outnum- 
bered women fairly significantly, mjjjkM 
but often times the telling of the r M 
"founding" story ignores the H| 
strong, passionate women, some » 1 1 
of them swilling beer and wear- It 
ing cowgirl hats, who were also “j 
howling like wolves and daring mM 
to come forth promoting 3/J,; 
biocentrism. I want to remember |B| 
some of them as we take a retro- > ; 
spective, and perhaps untwist j 
some of the assumptions that our 
roots were Y-chromosome only 
and bereft of earth spirituality. 


Happy women in the movement tickling the sky. 


Page 38 Earth First! Samhain 2000 




Ventre Wilderness in Wyoming that 
shows four women punctuating the air 
with their fists, picket signs and, pre- 
sumably, their howls. 

The 1983 EF! roadshow we hosted in 
California found Dave Foreman urging 
the audience to find the "female side of 
oneself." Roselle preached feminism 
and deliberately sought out some of the 
strong females to work with, like MB 
(and me). That '83 roadshow included 
singer Cecelia Ostrow. At early EF! gath- 
erings, Katie Lee, buddy to Ed Abbey 
and defender of wild rivers, wowed 'em 
with her music. Cecelia took time from 
her singing and songwriting to become 
a mainstay in the Middle Santiam cam- 
paign in Oregon in 1984, doing jail 
time for blockading a road at Pyramid 
Creek. (Ever give a listen to her "War- 
rior of the Earth" song? It'll send chills 
down your vertebrae! see page 42.) 

I’m not suggesting everything was 
hunky-dory and non-sexist and women 
had an easy time being recognized... 
C'mon, this was the early '80s; sexism 
was rampant in the culture which birthed 
Earth First!. But the greater problem 
than sexism in our movement was the 
media's resistance to accepting female 
spokespeople. They would stroll quickly 
past a female spokesperson to poke a 
microphone into the face of man. 

In response to some of the sexism in 
the movement, the Redneck Women's 


Barb and myself could chomp on cigars 
and breed the sisterhood. That sister- 
hood spawned a number of women's 
rendezvous which exist to this day in 
various incarnations, but that first one 
in the Granite Mountains in the Cali- 
fornia desert was seminal. Around the 
campfire, MB sang the campaign sto- 
ries, and Peg found a couple confidants 
with whom to share her untold stories 
of wrenching. There are women who 
were part of nudging along the evolu- 
tion of this young movement who 1 
haven't seen in EF! circles for quite a 
while but are still out there fighting for 
the Earth under their own banners: 
Barb Steele, an intense, tough defender 
of grizzlies and wild places who brain- 
tanned her own elk and deer hides; her 
running buddy at the time, Mavis 
Mueller, who moved from Montana 
campaigns to defending Alaskan wilds; 
and Z, a kick-ass organizer who has 
never gotten sufficient credit for her 
major role in being the glue holding 
Earth First! together in those days and 
who went on to be a principle organizer 
against the trapping and killing of 
predators by agencies in the service of 
ranchers. Mary Sojourner, an activist 
the FBI tried to snare in its conspiracy 
net with the Arizona Five (see page 58), 
is still fighting developers and destroy- 
ers in northern Arizona. 

Part of what was seen as the male 


Heck, it was a different era, and that 
ended up being a powerful slogan, be- 
cause it busted through paradigms. Yeah, 
yeah, they had arm-wrestling matches 
but you know what? It was a damn sight 
lower key than the "Fight Club!" 

And there was my own experience: I 
was emerging as an activist but still 
pretty darn shy and certainly not clam- 
oring to be a media spokesperson. And 
it was that quintessential macho guy 
Dave Foreman who kept referring me- 
dia to me before I thought I was ready, 
and that's how I became capable of 
speaking to a microphone. 

Much later, Judi Bari was at the fore 
carrying the feminist torch of strong 
activist women, including writing "The 
Feminization of Earth First!" for MS 
Magazine. She had some mighty strong 
points to make and certainly inspired 
and empowered a lot of women. 

You still can't believe what you hear 
in the media. It was they who saddled 
us with the burden of a male-domi- 
nated image. Forget the cowboy hats; 
let's honor the activists of all genders 
and species divergence that plunked 
down the foundation stones of the kick 
ass movement we now have. 

Karen Pickett is a beer-swilling hippie 
from Northern California. She is a tough 
chick dedicated to Earth First!. When she is 
not busy fixing the water supply to her 
cabin, she is involved in nearly every single 


Caucus was formed around '86 so that 
women like Peg, Sally, Val, Sequoia, 

(James pecple play 


image as well was bumpersticker slo- 
gans like "Rednecks for Wilderness." 
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progressive campaign in the Bay Area. 
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by Faith Walker and Roxane George 


Sure, lots of you have been to Round 
River Rendezvous (RRR). May even think 
you could have written this article. Un- 
like you, however, we are uniquely quali- 
fied to write the Earth First! Journal's 20th 
Anniversary Issue Definitive Millenium 
Round River Rendezvous Article because: 
One, Faith has been to every single 
goddamn motherfucking Rendezvous 
since the creation of humans out of mud 
by some Great Whatever that had obvi- 
ously taken temporary leave of its senses. 
And two, Roxane had more fun at the 
lone, single, solitary RRR she attended 
than anyone ever had, anywhere, let 
alone at a "movement gathering." 

The first thing you should know is that 
the purpose of the RRR is not learning 
something — certainly not for your 
goddamn "personal growth," although 
there may be some at the Rendezvous 
who are skilled in wart removal and will 
help you out. Should you mistakenly 
attend an RRR with growth, learning and 
spiritual-type expectations you will surely 
suffer heartbreaking disappointment as 
soon as you have your first encounter 
with a "fire circle." 


There you will be, sitting at the feet 
of Men With Guitars, some of whom 
may only have been seen by you before 
in the pages of People Magazine or on 
the cover of that CD you bought from 
the back of the EF! Journal, whose heart- 
felt warrior lyrics for the Earth you 
have painstakingly memorized, when 
lo and behold, some disrespectful, loud 
luggernauts in the shadows spoil your 
mind-melding moment with the he- 
roes that inspire your activism! 

Imagine! These buffoons actually 
think that their crude, ri- 
diculous antics, such as 
flinging their bodies about 
in a so-called "amoeba," 
playing a game called 
"body-shots*," and sing- 
ing the inane lyrics to 
songs by something called 
the Austin Lounge Lizards, 
for Goddess' sake! are 
somehow community- 
building exercises as valid 
and important as the ones 
you and your Brothers- 
Mothers-Sisters-But-Not- 
Fathers-That-Is- 
Patriarchalhood are in- 
volved in. And you can 
shout shaming messages, 
like "Rowdiness is no sub- 
stitute for talent!" all you 
want, but no matter how 
long you spend thinking 
up these clever rebuttals, 
or how right you are, it 
will not stop these insen- 
sitive, politically incorrect 
People- Who-Probably- 
Don’t-Even-Have-A-Very- 
Long-Arrest-Record from 
carrying right on with 
their behavior and possi- 
bly even targeting you for 


Howling around a campfire — This could be you. 


inclusion the next time the accursed 
amoeba forms. They are obviously in- 
filtrators sent to break up the move- 
ment, and you must just ignore them 
and give them all the beer. 

But never fear, there is a time and a 
place for everything, and your time will 
come all too soon, at the 6:00 a.m. 
mourning circle. It begins with a howl, 
even though we certainly ain't no 
goddamn predator, don’t sound like 
one, don't have the teeth, and no self- 
respecting predator who howls would 
be doing so at that hour for Great Spir- 
its' sakes. Why not cklark like a three- 
whittled bellbug or some other 
uncharismatic microfauna, we ask, 
alarmed. "Morning" circles generally 
last until noon and include workshop 
announcements, proclamations regard- 
ing dogs and shit, endless stacks and 
airing of controversies. This is the time 
when those who were unable to make 
themselves heard the night before or 
have carried into the Rendezvous unre- 
solved issues about not having been heard 
about something, sometime, will engage 
in therapy. No criticism is too petty, no 
philosophy too stale or shallow, no sug- 
gestion too obvious or ridiculous, no 
repetition too repetitive to be spoken 
here. And, should you be one of those 
who came to the RRR with appropriate 
expectations and goals, we hope you do 
not make the tragic mistake of stum- 
bling, still drunk, hungover, unaware 
and without the day's first cup of coffee 
collectively shade-grown for fair living 
wages, into this gnashing of teeth and 
vaunting of "sincere concerns.” We have, 
for reasons unclear to us, made this mis- 
take and have yet to recover. 

Just as a particular year may be for- 
ever remembered for the fine wine it 
produced, Rendezvous are often remem- 
bered for their controversies. For in- 
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Round River Rendezvous Article 


stance, the hubbub over red squirrels 
and dogs. And who can forget the de- 
bates over whether flag-burning sent 
the right message for the movement! Of 
course, the sub-debates were equally 
heated, and a rift over whether to use 
kerosene or rub sticks together nearly 
split the movement . Then there was 
the year of the great joining forces with 
Hermaphroditic Loggers for 
Zero Population Growth. 

And let us not forget Pat- 
terns of Pedestrian Traffic; 
should we fan out, walk 
single file or take turns car- 
rying one another under the 
theory that sensitive prairie 
lands actually evolved with 
high-intensity, short dura- 
tion compaction pressures 
and would therefore benefit 
ecologically from the pres- 
ence of 500 of us in one 
place at one time because, 
hey, we're part of the eco- 
system too? Just like African 
ungulates, hey? 

But we digress. We really 
just wanted to write about 
Rendezvous issues of hygiene 
and etiquette; most of these, 
especially hygiene-related is- 
sues, revolve around poop. 

We have only one thing to 
say about this: Remember to 
reduce, reuse and recycle. 

Other important etiquette is- 
sues concern sex, flashlights 
and vasectomies. Like, it's 
cool to be bisexual, especially 
if you're Womin. If you're 
Man, it's cool, but you tried 
it, and it's just not for you. 

But you'd be happy to en- 
gage sexually with two bi- 
sexual womyn, 'cause that's the kind of 
cool, open-minded guy you are. 

For flashlight etiquette what you need 
to know is this: It is lame, ecologically 
shallow and disconnected to use a flash- 
light to find the trail back to your tent 
or that of your bisexual experimental 
partners for the evening. What you 
should do instead is stumble blindly 
through the bush, trampling the plant 
life, terrifying small animals, ripping 
large holes in the cherished tents and 
sleeping bags of your fellow activists 
and making a great deal of cursing, 
grunting and other noises of frustration 
until you pass out. In this way, you free 
yourself from the artificial dependen- 
cies that living in modern, technologi- 


cal civilization has cultivated in you and 
you renew yourself as a wild, sensitive 
creature of the wilderness. Finally, vasec- 
tomies. We all believe in them; hardly 
anyone has actually had one. This sort of 
gap between ideology and reality is one 
key reason why we need workshops. 

At every R-cubed, you will find a 
dizzying plethora of workshops avail- 


able for your growth and learning op- 
portunities. Since you could never at- 
tend them all, it is important to choose 
wisely. Here is our guide to workshops 
we recommend: Kissing, Oral Sex, Fore- 
play, Safe Sex, Sex, Sex, Sex; Puppet- 
making; Climbing and Peeing Standing 
Up (for womun). 

Workshops we would like to see: One 
on the aforementioned vasectomies 
with hands-on, how-to demonstrations; 
The Daughters of Dolly Parton Femme 
is fun, and It's Okay to Paint Yourself 
up like a French Whore Even if you Are 
an Earth Firstler Too workshop; Teach- 
ing Cows to Treesit (aka Cows with 
Carabiners) and The Population Bomb 
is Ticking even Louder than your Bio- 


logical Clock workshop. 

Workshops to avoid at all costs: The 
Real Men and Real Womn Come To- 
gether as the God and Goddess at 
Beltane and Make a Sacred Baby work- 
shop; The Journal Meeting: endless 
hours of discussion that never result in 
sexual satisfaction or free dental work 
for anyone, so why bother; Regional 
Workshops — you can talk 
about all this when you get 
home, meanwhile, the R 3 is 
your chance to mingle and 
anything to do with gender, 
unless it's the Daughters of 
Dolly Parton workshop, which 
is not really gender exclusive. 

No matter what you do 
though, gender always rears 
its ugly head, so we can't call 
this article complete unless we 
deal with it. Here's what we 
have to say about gender is- 
sues: Fuck Aldo Leopold. Has 
anyone in the movement ac- 
tually read Sand County Alma- 
nac ■? 'Cause, while we know 
A.L.'s supposed to be the origi- 
nator of the so-called environ- 
mental ethic (not to mention 
the "round river" rhetoric), the 
way we see it, that's just a 
fancy way of saying he makes 
it seem cool to kill as many 
beautiful, wild free critters as 
you want as long as there's 
more where that came from. 
Plus, it's boring. And what's 
all this talk of ducks? 

In closing, we would like to 
propose that the Round River 
Rendezvous be renamed. 
Henceforth and forever more, 
it shall be referred to, without 
exception, as "The really cool 
party for lots of humans who are trying 
not to act like they’re the center of the 
universe," abbreviated as R.C.P. or sim- 
ply, the Lek.** The most important 
thing we can tell you about the Lek is 
that it is a way-fun, outdoor tribal 
event and the one place outside Seattle 
that we all get to see each other. And 
we don't have to explain to enlight- 
ened humans such as yourselves that 
the movement that licks salt off each 
other stays together. 

*A game involving salt. 

** A joke for biologists. 

Tried and true party gals, Faith and 
Roxane have participated in many a kissy, 
squisshhy, fireside blob. 

MMMMM pucker up! 
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Mudhead struts her stuff at New Mexico RRR, 1989. 



Getti ng "Together at the 
Rou no River Rendezvous 


We come together to create something 
bigger than ourselves. 

Ashley: It was my first Round River 
Rendezvous, 1992, in Sheep River Gorge, 
Colorado. Walking down the rugged path, 
I knew I was moving into an autono- 
mous zone. I could feel it with each step. 
My first vision was of a group of people 
standing together in a large circle; 
a circle puts everyone on the same 
level — we were all equals. I knew 
I belonged. 

Patrick: When I first struggled 
down into the gorge with my huge 
pack, hoping I wouldn't have to 
leave for a week, and knowing I 
was supposed to pack in every- 
thing I would need including food 
and drink, I saw two large circles — 
one of men and one of women. 

By the time I reached the meadow 
they broke apart, mingled and 
reformed a much larger circle 
which I joined — a gender discus- 
sion. My earlier perceptions of 
Earth First! started to fade. I wasn't 
seeing a group of people wearing 
flannel shirts, tight blue jeans, 
wide leather belts and cowboy 
hats. They were just like everyone 
else I knew in the movement — 
struggling with their sexuality. 

The amazing thing was, progress 
was being made in this extremely 
difficult area to navigate. 

Ashley: After a few days of work- 
shops and rowdy campfires, I 
joined the folks who were going 
to spend the day working toward 
a Council of All Beings. We walked 
in silence about a mile out into 
the forest to the sound of a heart- 
beat drum. I had done some work 
like this before, so I fell right into 
the exercises we did, deepening our con- 
nection within this small group of people 
and with the Earth itself. Later in the day, 
we separated and spent an hour or so 
alone, with the intention of coming back 
into the circle representing another be- 
ing in council. 1 was a butterfly. In coun- 
cil, I spoke of metamorphosis. I spoke 
about how I could be seen as a teacher to 
humans if they would only listen . Change 
is inevitable and needs to be a focus if all 
beings on Earth are going to survive. 

Patrick: I decided to do the Council of 
All Beings because it sounded mysteri- 
ous. Having been raised atheist and go- 
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ing through an "anarcho-punk" period, I 
was quite a skeptic about anything in- 
volving spirituality. But if there were 
ever a time to give Earth spirituality a 
chance... Well, I was intrigued and will- 
ing to give it a try. The series of tech- 
niques and exercises were well facilitated; 
they provided me with the most power- 


ful and sacred experience yet in my adult 
life. I had never felt so close to a group of 
people, and I had just met them. I had 
never felt so close to the Earth and to the 
cosmos. I became the spirit of Time. I felt 
anger from the universe at humans for 
making such a mess of our time here, 
especially when we could have had it so 
good. 

Ashley: At the close of the council, we 
walked back together in single-file, to the 
sound of the heartbeat drum. I walked 
behind Time. I didn’t know his name. He 
was barefoot. I remember being impressed 
by this wood-elf, and I followed him for 


the mile walk back to the chaos of music, 
feasting and playing in the water. I put 
my foot down on the same rocks he did. 
As he lifted his foot, mine was there to fill 
the space. I was at peace with the world 
and all beings in it. 

Patrick: During the post-Rondy ac- 
tion against Amoco's drilling, 14 other 
people and I spontaneously de- 
cided to stay with the four lock- 
downs. For me, this was a 
spiritual, not a practical, deci- 
sion. The rendezvous had 
changed me in a sacred and pro- 
found way. We were all roughly 
dragged off and arrested — my 
first intentional arrest. We chose 
to do jail solidarity; my alias was 
Dr. Suess. I spent three nights in 
jail. It was the biggest juxtaposi- 
tion in my entire life. What the 
RRR created, the freedom to be 
natural and uninhibited, was 
void in jail. I felt insecurity, total 
aloneness, fear and confusion — 
the opposite of being genuine. I 
did feel the presence ofthepeople 
I believed were doing jail sup- 
port — and I could feel the pulse 
of the Earth's energy through 
the cement floors. 

Ashley: The next year's ren- 
dezvous was in Arizona at Mount 
Graham, a place of incredible 
biodiversity and sacred to the 
g- Apache, where the University of 
| Arizona, the Vatican and other 
gs multinational corporations were 
| planning to build a series of tele- 
| scopes (see page 44). Early on in 
5 the week, I offered to facilitate a 
morning circle. At the end of the 
agenda " group masturbation" was 
listed. I was impressed at the 
thought of over 100 people masturbat- 
ing together, but I wasn't sure how I was 
going to facilitate it. When we got to that 
agenda item, I was both disappointed 
and relieved that we weren't going to 
masturbate together. We were going to 
talk about alcohol use on native sacred 
sites. Oh dear, I thought, maybe we should 
masturbate instead? 

Patrick: I was impressed with the way 
we dealt with complex issues as a group. 
The morning circles were well attended 
and long, but people were patient. Folks 
acknowledged that the issues were im- 
portant and that we should try as hard as 



Did you hear that hairy white guy on the stage? He was great! 





Getting in touch with one's inner rainbow — the tribal dance at the '89 RRR in Jemez Mountains 


possible to work things out. 

Through this process, we learn 
a lot about our social needs 
and our evolving Earth First! 
culture. 

Ashley: People genuinely 
wanted to listen and be heard. 

I was amazed at how easy it 
was to facilitate — the start of 
one of my favorite roles as an 
Earth Firstler. We spent many 
hours expressing our needs 
and convictions. We all won- 
dered if it was possible to make 
any group decisions or reach 
consensus. It was a challenge — 
anarchy in its truest sense. 

Nobody was going to make a 
decision for us. Knowing the f 
feelings of all those we were I 
living with in temporary coin- s 
munity, we had to take per- ® 
sonal responsibility for our | 
own actions. H 

Patrick: Before the demon- 
stration, about 60 of us sepa- 
rated into small groups, using 
maps of the mountain tops around the 
telescope sites, to play a whole new type 
of cat and mouse. . . finding native altars, 
expecting there were agents hiding be- 
hind every tree, hearing captured com- 
rades screaming. After being chased 
down a hill by a black helicopter, we 
followed the watershed down until we 
found a group of naked Earth Firstlers, 
practicing some kind of pagan ritual. 
Earth First! is fun. 

Ashley: While our friends were playing 
with the Arizona rent-a-cops, we were at 
the base of one of the completed tele- 
scopes, singing, dancing and eventually 
praying. We cried for the Earth’s mistreat- 


ment. We spoke thoughtfully about the 
suffering of all living things. Together, we 
created something that became more than 
what each of us could have brought to it 
alone. The respect we felt was shattered 
when we returned to our car to find that 
the cops had broken into it and were 
looking through all of our things. What 
an incredible contradiction to our ritual! 
Or was it simply another example of what 
we are trying to change? 

People come to the rendezvous from 
all over the country, bringing their par- 
ticular stories with them. We are treesit- 
ters, lawyers, directors of non-profit 
groups, urban organizers of community 


gardens, etc. We come from different 
backgrounds, but we all hold in common 
our deep connection with the Earth and 
our commitment to living lightly on it, 
protecting it in any way we can. 

At the next year's RRR, Patrick and I 
kissed for the first time. We kissed a lot of 
people for the first time at that RRR. By 
the next Organizers Conference, we were 
an official Earth First! couple. We've only 
missed one RRR since our first; it's one of 
the highlights of our year. It's our chance 
to celebrate our love for the Earth and 
each other. It's our opportunity to be 
inspired by our friends' ideals and ac- 
tions — a place where we can come to- 
gether to show each other that we're not 
alone out there. And when we do come 
together, our whole is greater than the 
sum of its parts. We have a power that's 
remarkably clear to me. This year I felt it 
when I sat in circle, discussing the changes 
my friends and I have made in our daily 
lives. I felt it when I harmonized with my 
favorite women performers late in the 
night. We honored our pain and came 
together prancing naked in the creek, 
thinking about where it came from and 
where it was going... an important 
thought for us all. 

Ashley Ironwood is a sensitive vegan and 
lover of all life, able to gently wield the sword 
of consensus and miraculously move meet- 
ings forward. 

Patrick Ironwood has considered himself 
an Earth Firstler since at least the beginning 
of the 20th century. 

They live in a Tennessee mountain para- 
dise, teaching folks how to use the word 
"sustainable" and mean it. 


Bald Mountain Road blockaders at the '83 RRR in the Siskiyou Mountains 
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by Jean Eisenhower 


Apache activist D’Ana Valenzuela atop tripod, September 18, 1993 


“ Put the grader in park! An activist is locking on! " I shouted 
to the man at the controls of a paused-but-still-chugging 
yellow road grader clearing the way for construction equip- 
ment to ascend to the High Peak of Mount Graham. 

I glanced to where Dwight Metzger had disappeared beneath 
the front end and hoped the construction worker wasn't consid- 
ering anything heroic like putting the machine in reverse, which 
could break my new acquaintance's neck. The driver's hands 
danced on the controls. What was dancing in his mind, I couldn't 
know. He was half-risen from his vibrating metal seat shaped like 
a pair of hands, each cupped for one buttock. I cupped my hands 
and repeated my directions. 

"Put the grader in park! An activist is locking on!" I 
shouted again. 

After a pause, he cut the engine, and the hellish sound gave 
over to birdsong and the bubbling of the mountain creek. 
The worker stood for one last strange look at me before 
leaping from his platform and loping down the highway to 
tell his boss. 

I ran to the front of the grader, breathless at what I'd done 
without any planning. Dwight had shown me his lock only 
seconds before racing down the hill toward the grader, leaving 
me to follow, wondering what would transpire. This wasn't 
the affinity group planning I'd trained for, but I was willing to 
be a support person anyway. 

Dwight had fixed a motorcycle U-lock around his neck and 
the grader's front axle. He held up a bike U-lock toward me. 
"Wanna lock on?" 

Unprepared, but also impulsive, I paused only a moment 
before deciding that this was one of those life opportunities 
not to be missed. Thirty seconds later, I was committed for 
the rest of the day. There were others who would, fortunately, 
support us until we were arrested and jailed. 

The "sky island" of Mount Graham has been called an 
"evolutionary museum" because at 10,720 feet — a vertical 
mile and a half above the surrounding desert floor — it has 
been isolated from similar forests since the end of the last ice 
age, 11,000 years ago. A very wet range with 14 perennial 
streams in the middle of the desert, it hosts a high number of 
endemic species, few of which are officially protected. It also 
supports the largest black bear and mountain lion popula- 
tions south of the Mogollon Rim in Arizona, as well as the 
endangered Mount Graham red squirrel, an indicator species 
for the whole ecosystem. 

D7.il Nchaa si an is the Apache name for the mountain, 
central to the San Carlos tribe's sacred lands. Congress re- 
moved this vitally important site from the reservation in 1 8 73 . 
Although the mountain has remained a place to gather sacred 
water and herbs, today the Apache are legally prohibited from 
doing so. 

The fight to save Mt. Graham began in 1984 as a one-man 
show: Wayne Woods against the University of Arizona (UA). 
The UA planned a $200-million astrophysical project with 14 
telescopes. Over the years, the fight has united thousands of 
activists around the world to lobby their governments to pull 
out of the project. Every major conservation group in the US 


Earth First! and 
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and Sacred Runners: 

the Fight to Save Mount Graham 

has taken a stand against it. But it was the local EF! groups in hosting blessing ceremonies for activists. They've caused this 
the US and Canada that created actions arid campaigns to fight to be recognized internationally as representative of all 
convince the universities of Texas, Ohio, Toronto, Chicago struggles of indigenous peoples for religious freedom, 
and Notre Dame to back out. EFlers in DC hit the project hard Today there are three telescopes on the mountain and the UA 

when they dressed as catering staff and placed faux-official has plans for four more. They also plan to run a power line 
brochures on every plate at a dinner of lawyers attending a through the forest, and pave the road to the very top, encourag- 
Smithsonian-sponsored conference on environmental eth- ing more traffic. 

ics. The materials prompted pointed questions, unanswerable Last August I returned to Mount Graham for the eighth 
by the Smithsonian speaker who stammered and stalled. Annual Mount Graham Sacred Run. The first one was held in 
Within weeks, the venerable institution announced it too was conjunction with our Rendezvous in 1993. Relay runners 
pulling out. (Unfortunately, the universities of Ohio and began on the reservation at 3 a.m. and by afternoon were 
Notre Dame were convinced to rejoin.) climbing the mountain. 1 passed them in my vehicle and 

The Vatican has also been a major player. Its PR man once stopped at Sycamore Canyon where 12 years earlier Dwight 
explained its interests as involving the conversion of extrater- and 1 had passed the day under the road grader’s frame, 
restrials to Christ. Honest. We protested in front of Catholic An eight-year-old Apache boy waited in the dappled 
churches and gave enough information to a nationally syndi- shade for the runner below to bring up the sacred baton, 
cated cartoonist to inspire a cartoon depicting the Pope which he would relay to the next runner. He seemed 
dressed in all his finery with hat, robes, swinging incense ball, willing to chat. 

altar full of candles, etc., addressing an Apache man with a "I fought for this mountain, too," I offered — unnecessarily, 

picture of Mount Graham. The church has been unrepentant, slightly embarrassed of myself. 

The project would have died an early and appropriate "Yeah?" he asked politely, 
death but for the valiant work of Arizona Senator Dennis "Right here,” 1 said, "I was arrested for locking my neck to 
DeConcini. After midnight at the end of the 1988 Congres- the front axle of a road grader." 
sional session, he attached a totally unrelated rider to a bill, His eyebrows raised. "When?" he asked, 
allowing the project to move forward without the impedi- "Twelve years ago," 1 answered, and realized then that he had 
ment of environmental law or the Native American Reli- not yet been born. 

gious Freedom Act. Apache activists have sued repeatedly But he was here now, ready to carry the sacred baton, ready 
over this circumvention, but their lawsuits have been thrown to carry on the fight. 

out repeatedly over technicalities and have never been Jean Eisenhower is a writer ami consultant in southeastern Arizona. 

heard. Environmentalists' law- 
suits sat for years on the desk 
of a UA-booster judge before 
he finally announced in 1995, 
after critical work had been 
completed, that the UA needed 
to revisit their Environmental 
Impact Study. 

Over the decades we’ve seen 
treesits, protests on the moun- 
tain and in the city, letter cam- 
paigns, sabotage and road 
blockades. Our presence on 
the mountain included a heli- 
copter owned by a wealthy sup- 
porter who landed it in the 
meadow in front of Forest Ser- 
vice employees and sheriff’s 
deputies who stood gape- 
mouthed in shock at what this 
ragtag group of activists could 
muster. 

Ola Cassadore, traditional 
woman of the San Carlos Apache, 
and her husband, Mike Davis, 
have worked tirelessly, speaking, 
lobbying Congress, visiting Euro- 
pean environmental groups and 



At an action following the 1993 Round River Rendezvous, campus cops violently removed activists occupying 

the president's office at the University of Arizona . 
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by Tara (the Sea ELF) 

This article originally appeared in the 
! September-October 1996 issue of 
(V hie Earth First! Journal. 

** jjfif Many people are aware of 

"J the Earth Liberation Front 
(ELF), mainly through the 
alternative press. Its actions 
have been largely censored by 
^^a« |gSiL the mainstream press because 

they may encourage others to 
j ff&S& P take action. But how did the ELF 

start an( j w hat makes it different 
from other environmental movements 

ELF solidified in 1992 at the first UK Earth 
B First! gathering in Brighton, England. Earth First! 
had begun to impact the environmental movement 
in Britain through actions at Twyford Down and tropical 
hardwood blockades in Liverpool. Earth First! orginated in 
the US and is associated with monkeywrenching. Earth First! 
in Britain had threatened sabotage when necessary, but up 
until April '92, very few acts had been publicised. Around 
the same time as the gathering, a major attack on a Peat 
Moor in Yorkshire, causing nearly £500,000 of damage, 
brought Earth First! and environmental direct action to 
greater public attention. But the British EF! movement was 
not ready. Many condemned the sabotage, frightened that it 
might destroy their image or links with other groups. Some 
activists were also worried about government harassment of 
activists, similar to what had happened in the US where 
Earth First!ers were set up by the FBI and impris- 

ELF dumped the American baggage that had \ \l 
followed Earth First! to Britain, especially the \ M ^ 
macho male-oriented "eco-warrior image,” \ )| 
which was set in American pioneering cul- / s ^ 
ture. ELF also disavowed the reactionary, 
apolitical rantings about population con- f 

trols and immigration that some EFiers a 
in the US were voicing. Instead, ELF MfXI 
looked towards Europe for its history of £ 
radical change such as Autonome, the 1 1 SrT® 

squatting movement, the Luddites, Lev- V fi 1 * ffij 

ellers, Diggers, etc., giving a social as ■■FI ) . MO 

well as an ecological flavor to how ^^B feyR’q 

people pursued their lives and actions. MB 

ELF also made the connection be- H 

tween legends of the "Little People," W J Sfejjij 
which in most European countries Jm Pat 

have a history of causing trouble, .bM jail 

being mischievously always heard, R„ , * 

but never seen. Also, these mythical 
creatures lived close to the Earth in most 

legends. Some ELF activists assumed elf / j < 

names when writing articles, sending in press f t / J 
statements, etc. It was a humorous thing with a / 
serious nature to it that just took off. ELF had no ^ 
command structure or solid network, each group 
being independent. There was no press officer or 


office, so the authorities had no- 
where to focus their eyes and ears. 

ELF units would attack, cause dam- p 

age and then let either the ^4 /jk 

company or press know A M 
that it was ELF who did it. JyL ® 

As with the European leg- 6T 

ends, the elves were rarely JsStsIIa 1 

seen, but no one doubted 

Many elves, sick of empty 
promises of action that in the 
end only came to compromises, 
declared a series of annual "Earth 
Nights" where all radical groups 
could take action at the same time and 
would give common ground to the Earth ^^B 
and animal liberationist. B 

The first Earth Night, on Halloween '92, proved a 
quiet, but initial success, with machines at Twyford and a few 
other frontline sites being destroyed. At the same time elves were 
producing various pamphlets on how to destroy machinery and 
buildings, plus lists of addresses of companies and their direc- 
tors. This proved very successful and put road companies such 
as Tarmac on the alert, wasting thousands of pounds on security. 
One ELF clan produced a magazine entitled Partizan, which 
changed the direction of ecological actions in Britain, because it 
openly declared all out war on the road companies, giving tips 
on destroying machines and printing director's addresses. But 
more importantly, Partizan made the link between animal and 
Earth liberation, listing ALF along with ELF raids. 

We must see our fight as a holistic one that covers all 
the many areas of oppression and tutelage. A 
\ lot of emphasis has been put upon 

\\ . roads, rainforests and mining, but 

^ - rv there are other targets even more 

Sinister and closer to home, 

) such as our own bodies and the 
\\ \ BlR jNry way that they are being mu- 

l\ WjJMk tated and tampered with through 
\ ■ SB biotechnology and genetic en- 

Mm HB&. gineering. This not only affects 
■BB IjKfmnK us but the millions of animals 

■ ; ; IB WRSf | who are being used by compa- 
ct 1 nies to test their products. The 

jggi l R/ j | 1 same companies are tamper- 

UgB |V? T ! II ing with crops so that third 

I i world countries can become 
yr ^ ''■/ .# I more reliant upon mono-crops 

greetings to the ELF/Earth Lib- 
JEti/i y' W eration Army/Environmental 
M MBrV JJ* \ J Rangers in the US, and we 

hope actions multiply tenfold. 

C\ ELF is g row t n g' and its message is 
a simple one: We are fighting a war 
for the survival of our planet, and lets 
hit the scum who are causing it with 
everything that we can muster. Roll on Earth 
Night! No compromise! 


w 
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From the communique released after the Vail arson: "On behalf of the lynx , five buildings and four ski lifts at Vail were reduced to ashes on the night 
of Sunday, October, 18, 1998. Vail, Inc. is already the largest ski operation in North America and now wants to expand even further. The 12 miles of 
roads and the 885 acres ofclearcuts will ruin the last, best lynx habitat in the state. Putting profits before Colorado's wildlife will not be tolerated. 
This action is just a warning. We will be back if this greedy corporation continues to tresspass into wild and unroaded areas. For your safety and 
convenience, we strongly advise skiers to choose other destinations until Vail cancels its inexcusable plans for expansion." — ELF 



•8/29/97; Syracuse, NY — Several lifts which all ignited reducing them to research project was targeted at the Uni- 
billboards altered near Carousel Mall. ashes. 26 million dollars in damage. versify of Minnesota. All the oats found 
•11/29/97; Burns, OR — 600 wild *10/26/98; Hermansville, MI — Pipkorn in the greenhouse were destroyed, 

horses and burros set free from the Inc. Mink Ranch was raided. Seven large *4/26/00; Minneapolis, MN — Four 

BLM corral. An adjoining building holes were cut in a fence and construction machines were attacked, 
was then set on fire and destroyed, approxiamately 5,000 mink were released. *4/30/00; Bloomington, IN — Four- 
causing $75,000 damage. *9/27/99; Minneapolis, MN — Con- teen pieces of construction equip- 

•6/28/98; Boston, MA — The words struction firm C.S. McCrossan's Equip- ment were attacked, and a trailer full 
"Viva EZLN" and blood-red handprints ment was damaged at the Hwy. 55con- of wood chips was torched, 
painted on the Mexican Embassy. struction site. Conveyor belts were *6/00; Bloomington, IN — Trees 

•7/03/98; Middleton, WI — United slashed and machinery was damaged at were spiked in the Morgan-Monroe 
Vaccines experimental research fur the firm's Maple Grove equipment yard. State Forest. 

farm was raided, perimeter fences cut *12/25/99; Monmouth, OR — Boise *7/13/00; Cold Spring Harbor, NY — 

and torn down. (ALF and ELF) Cascade's regional headquarters was Two acres of GE corn and several green- 

•9/98; Rock Springs, WY — A BLM burned down. houses worth of seedlings were de- 

wild-horse corral was raided. An at- *12/31/99; Lansing, MI— Michigan stroyed. They also monkeywrenched 
tempt to burn down the office had to State University raided. Documents and several trucks and spray painted anti- 
be aborted, but up to 100 wild horses equipment used in the research of ge- genetic messages everywhere, 
were freed. (ALF and ELF) netic engineering were destroyed. *7/18/00; Rhinelander, WI — The US 

•9/20/98; Davis, CA — Seven pieces *1/23/00; Bloomington, IN — One Forest Service's North Central Research 

of construction equipment destroyed, house that was under construction was Station Forest Biotechnology Laboratory 
•10/18/98; Vail, CO — "On behalf torched. "No Sprawl, ELF" was painted was attacked. Over 500 research pine 
of the lynx" incendiary devices were on the developer’s sign. and broadleaf trees and saplings were 

placed at five buildings and four ski *2/9/00; St. Paul, MN — A transgenic oat cut down, ring-barked and trampled. 
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by Buck Young 

Tom Robbins once wrote that in times of an overabun- 
dance of chaos and strife, it is the job of the artist, the poet 
and the writer to create order; and that in times of too much 
order (and strife) it is the job of the artist, poet and writer to 
create a little chaos. 

In the orderly procession of the modern world’s toward the 
complete transformation of nature to artifact, toward the 
destruction of living things, of life itself and perhaps most 
importantly, the soul of the world, one figure stands tall as 
the exemplar of Mr. Robbin’s call: the Paperwrencher — the 
literary sower of Earth's exuberant chaos, the derailer of the 
procession of death, the proclaimer of life, the soliloquizer 
of the soul of the world. 


Ohandyou for your concerns; you : ue raised some very 
important points ; ancf we 1 If he sure to tade it into 
consideration when we mahe our final decisions. 


Mystical essayists like Dillard and Berry, critical political 
prosodists like St. Clair and Tokar, historians like Shabecoff 
or McFee or Zakin, novelists like Abbey and Matthiessen, 
and even poets proper like Snyder and Berry, cannot hold a 
candle to the Paperwrencher. For while their words may 
paint pictures of the wild, diagnose societal ills, and even 
prescribe cures... though they may sing elegies and 
elucidate, enrage and illuminate, educate and edify, 
plead and praise, inspire and conspire, damn and de- 
mand, enlighten and entreat, neither the essayist nor 
the prosaist, nor the historian, nor the novelist, nor 
even the poet has the power to actually stop chainsaws 
and bulldozers — actual real life chainsaws and bulldoz- 
ers — in their actual tracks with only their words. 

Paperwrenchers are the literary giants of our move- 
ment and the unsung heroes of both the literary and the 
environmental worlds. They are the purveyors of the 
citizen lawsuit and appeal — true American forms. They 
are the true, American authors — not the blustery Melville 
nor the simplistic Steinbeck, nor even our great bard 
Whitman, but the soft-spoken Voss, whose lawsuits ended 
timber sales throughout the Southeast; the tenacious 
Talberth whose words and numbers threaten to shut 
down the entire timber sale program; the Arkansas druid 
Kiriakakis who ties knots in deforesters with a computer 
made of wood and powered by squirrels; the vilified, 
fear-inspiring Bcnsman who, unaided in the court- 
room, brought down nearly all of the Eastern Region; 


the mythical and obtuse Mr. Suckling, whose pen has slashed 
through agency after agency in the Southwest, banishing 
cattle and chainsaw, freeing rivers and streams; and lest we 
forget the great progenitor of the cannon, the grand master 
and patriarch of the craft, the mad Dr. D.C., Jasper Carlton, 
the Godfather of them all. 

These great writers walk in our midst and remain largely 
unknown and unread. Their works are not available at Bor- 
ders or your local independently owned, politically correct 
book dealer, nor at any dotcom. They are cramped in window- 
less offices, or in their parents' basements; in their dorm 
rooms, surrounded by crushed soda and beer cans, blaring 
music, smoking themselves daft; or out in the woods fighting 
off-the-grid brown-outs on their word processors, ceaselessly, 
invisibly, pumping out ream after ream of their craft. 

These are the great Paperwrenchers, the au- 
thors of appeals and appeals of appeals, agency 
petitions, litigation and rulemaking, scoping 
comments — the great, unglamorous and invis- 
ible sorcerers whose great mystical musings 
have made mighty agencies tremble and great 
machines fall silent. 

Sorcerer is a far more accurate 
word than Paperwrencher. 

Paperwrencher, in fact, is a term that 
Paperwrenchers abhor (eschew?). 

The term connotes inelegance, 
as if the paper itself were 
used physically as an 
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View of Broken Top from Green Lakes, Cascade Mountains, Oregon 


object, to gum up the works. It is something 
Paperwrenchers are accused of all the time — 
of filing frivolous legalistic administrative 
gobbledygook just to cause trouble, and as 
only the Paperwrenchers and the most inti- 
mate of their adversaries truly know, abso- 
lutely nothing could be further from the 
truth. For in fact, Paperwrenching is a synap- 
tically searing, fastidious craft... unless all the 
I's are dotted and all the t's crossed, all the 
Certified Federal Registers cited and all cita- 
tions submitted, and most importantly, un- 
less this intricately woven and carefully 
crafted text holds within it a kernel of over- 
whelming, unmistakable, unavoidable and 
undeniable truth, it will be dismissed with 
the simplest of "thank you for your concerns; 
you've raised some very important points, 
and we'll be sure to take it into consideration 
when we make our final decisions." 

Sorcerers, then, because their words form 
more than simple text, instead becoming 
great and powerful incantations of "freeze!" 
and "hold!!" Incantations that stop agency's 
nefarious contrivences, contracts and Cater- 
pillars, and even occasionally wrest the bod- 
ies of bureaucracies from the control of demons and into the 
temporary service of the good. 

Sorcerers, because while new-agers sit in crystal-filled condos 
chanting to save Great Gaia, Bensmans' sit in basements, 
fingers nudging bits in silicon chips, putting together chants 
that actually will. 

Sorcerers, because they have penetrated deeply into a 
world that runs on paper magic — papers that say this prop- 


erty belongs to this man, paper that says 
that this property begins here and ends 
there, paper that says that this man will 
be placed in this cell should those papers 
be transgressed. The power of paper magic 
is the basis of The System itself, the evolu- 
tionary device of the brainy to wrest power 
from the brawny, and for the greedy to 
spin straw into gold by imprinting it with 
Masonic imagery and controlling the 
presses. And in this sense, paperwrenching 
is the ultimate use of the tools of the devil 
against the devil, for these are the tools 
The System cannot fight without. 

Sorcerers, then, and poets. Poets be- 
cause prose creates what the world does 
not offer and poetry celebrates what it 
does. And what better way to celebrate 
f the existence of the land, our flowers and 
ferns, the four legged and the finned, the 
furred and the flamulated, the winged 
and the wild, the high and the dry, the 
dark and the damp, than in words that do 
not try to replace the world, but instead 
conjure it back into existence. 

Poet, yes. For is the form of the lawsuit, 
the appeal or the petition any more or less arbitrary and 
restrictive than that of the sonnet? Is not the beauty found in 
the transcendence of these forms? To appeal to a woman's 
heart in ten lines of iambic pentameter and perhaps be 
granted a kiss, is no great achievement, methinks, compared 
with carefully weaving the beauty of the Earth into a recount- 
ing of federal regulations to win the heart of a judge and be 
granted an injunction. 



Jasper Carlton, 1 988 
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Should Vo S hat &vi 

by Mr. Outlaw done -s iM. % r M \ 

January 1 , 1999 ( on '^ )C ' 9an F edro, just nort h of Fairbank-, Arizona) * 

iK Miami 

I Saw Some- cows in Arizona's "protected" San Fedro^ Fiver. 

I would’ve got Am, would’ve got ’ em! 

The- riparian fence, it must have, holer ; — V * 

and I’ll bet’ cha 6UM knows, y^i v , 

but SU-M’s an agency that promos ^uQ^Jw^ V 

public, lands oa trie, grazing. rjfcff vW t OmL* av*~ 

And wh on the-y talk, it's So amazing ^ 

to watch the-ir noSe as it grows. * N ^s. 

Sure, au of Five stock. Mismanagement hype- *■< JEK&glfSgffljjgL, ■■* 

(da Hie- in the, "closed " National Piparian OonServation Area. 

I should’ve- shot ’em, should’ve shot ’em. 

If I’d had my pistol... 

I would’ve got ’em, would’ve got ’em! 

Net the native critters have Some beef, 
and Save those cowS the ^rie-j- — and Sufferingg- 
of the roundup, the feedlot , truck-, slaughter 
burger fast food , 

for the consumers at the drive-thru, So fat and rude. 

All this death and destruction for a gj-cent meal. 

Welfare ranchers cut the fences on the San Fedro Fver, 
it’s our natural heritage they steal. 

Assholes, no deal! 

" We’ll gg broke," ranchers Squeal. 

The Voodoo economics are- revealed. 


SovineS in Arizona '‘excluded" San Fedro Fiver, 
Shittin and pissin.’ 

SFM and cowboys better get ’em out Soon, 

Or there’ll have to be a 
Mothership Militia mShon! 




...Po You E>af '£rw? 


by Ramon 

Like people in organizations everywhere, 
treehuggers quickly reach agreement on 98 percent 
of the issues that bring them together, then argue 
endlessly over the remaining 2 percent. Meetings 
go on for hours as otherwise sensible people stake 
out their positions and seem prepared to defend 
them to the death. 

One of the most fractious issues is food. While 
almost all agree that some food consumption is 
necessary, it is what one eats that causes the argu- 
ments. Here are the principal combatants... 

The Saints in Ascending Order of Virtue: 

A) Vegetarians. Simple; they don’t eat animals. 

AA) Vegans. Pronounced vee-guns by some and 
vay-guns by others. They don’t eat animals, and 
they don’t eat things that come from animals. No 
eggs, butter, milk or caviar. The philosophical issue 
here is human dominance over otherwise wild and 
free chickens, cows and sturgeon. No anchovies on 
the pizza. No honey on the pancakes. 

AAA) Fruitarians. They eat only fruit, preferably 
if it’s just about to drop from the tree or vine so as 
not to cause unnecessary pain to said tree or vine. 

AAAA) Breatharians. They claim they eat air. No 
animals, no vegetables, no fmit. Imitation juices 
and vitamins are OK. They have a national organi- 
zation and a quarterly newsletter. No, I’m serious. 

The Sinners, in Descending Order of Depravity: 

Z) The No-Mammals-Crowd. They eat everything that’s 
dead except "any of a class of higher vertebrates comprising 
man and all other animals that nourish their young with milk 
secreted by mammary glands and have the skin usually more or 
less covered with hair" ( Webster's ninth.) No steaks, pork chops or 
roast lamb. Chicken is Okay, as is fish, but no whale meat. 
Cannibalism is out. The philosophical underpinnings of this 
practice are unanimously supported by the seven people who 
understand them. 

ZZ) The No-Red-Meat-Crowd. No steaks or roast beef. They eat 
everything else that’s dead including pork, chicken and fish. Veal, 
however, is avoided due to those magazine pictures of cute baby 
cows imprisoned in small crates. Although philosophically inde- 
fensible, the No-Red-Meat-Crowd manages to feel superior to the 

ZZZ) Omnivores. They eat everything. Animals. Vegetables. 
Minerals. When pressed, they’ll usually shrug their shoulders and 
say: "Hey; that’s how we evolved, hey." 

ZZZZ) Carnivores. The lowest of the low. They try to eat nothing 
but meat. There is no philosophical basis for being a carnivore 
other than to piss off the Saints. They sneer and say things like: 

"Those animals were already dead, weren't they? No sense 
wasting food." 

"If God hadn't wanted us to eat animals he wouldn't have made 
them out of meat." 

And "If a vegetarian eats a vegan, wouldn't that make her an 
omnivore?" (Yes, carnivores usually are Male Chauvinist Pigs.) 

A ninth category came into being during the summer of '94. 
The treehuggers who weren't in jail organized a protest march 
from the base camp to the US Forest Service Headquarters in 
Grangeville, Idaho. They were joined, for a few days, by a Native 
American family from the nearby Nez Perce Reservation who 
brought a huge amount of food for a feast along the trail. 



There were deer and elk steaks; bear and moose sausage. 
There was salmon to be grilled and trout to be pan-fried. There 
was salad and fry-bread and huckleberry pie. Since the dozen- 
or-so omnivores were outnumbered two-to-one by the vegetar- 
ians, the former looked forward to an evening of serious grub. 
They piled their plates with meat and fish and retired to a 
nearby grove. 

Returning later for second helpings, however, they found 
empty pots and barren skewers. Next morning the subject was 
raised at the breakfast circle... 

"What happened to all that food last night? Who ate all 
the meat?" 

Never disposed to concede a point or avoid an argument, 
the Saints responded with a bold new hypothesis, to wit: 

A) Dogma can be set aside to accommodate the customs of 
Native Americans. 

B) All the food had been obtained by traditional methods 
of hunting and gathering. 

C) Those animals were already dead, weren't they? No 
sense wasting food. 

Phooey, thought the Sinners; we could have eaten the 
entire meal ourselves. Nothing would have gone to waste 
and no principles would have been compromised. 

"You guys just eat what's available, that's all," accused 
one of the larger meat-eaters. "Whatever's at hand at the 
time. You're nothing but a bunch of... a bunch of... of 
opportunivores!" 

Nobody argued with him. A few smiles appeared. 
Opportunivores. Not bad. Some already were envisioning a 
new national organization with a quarterly newsletter. 
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Reinventing Environmental Activism 


Issues You Might not Know About if it Weren't for Earth First! 


by Justin Time 

I'd go so far as to say that in the two dreadful decades of the 
Reagan legacy, almost every current national environmental issue 
was originally brought to public attention through the efforts of 
Earth First!. And in almost every case, once Earth First! activists 
creatively focused the public spotlight on an issue, the Big Greens — 
the big national environmental groups — jumped in, raised tons of 
funds off the issue, and then compromised it away in the name 
of realpolitik. 

Here's a quick synopsis of the issues and tactics first brought to 
the fore by Earth First!, including current hot spots and where EF!, 
the Big Greens, and industry (and its captive political hacks) stand. 

Dams 

From the very beginning, dams have topped the list of eco- 
perversions Earth First! set out to bring down. The cracking of Glen 
Canyon Dam in 1981 — EF!'s first major action — was the stunt seen 
round the world. It drove home not only the fact that not everyone 
favored the damming of the West, but that there was a new force 
to be reckoned with — Earth First!. 

Since then, much attention has focused on the detrimental effects 
of dams. Calls for dismantling or breaching dams for the benefit of 
species dependent on free-flowing rivers are increasing all the time, 
and the efforts of anti-dam crusaders are beginning to pay off. In 
Maine, decades of local activism resulted in the 1999 removal of a 
private dam blocking anadromous fish passage. Some 20 small dams 
in Michigan have been torn down and dozens more are slated for 
removal. Some Western dams are now scheduled to be removed, and 
others are slowly being added to the list. 

Endangered Species and Wilderness 

The interconnectedness of huge wildlands and the survival of 
many endangered species was the basis of early EF! activism — these 
were the grizzly and wolf days. Earth First! introduced the public to 
bioregional thinking, Deep Ecology and ecocentrism, converting 
them from obscure academic pursuits into the widely accepted 
philosophical bases for more protection 
of the wild. Big " W" Wilderness designa- 
tion was demanded for many areas, and 
even in the Reagan years, large areas were 
designated off-limits to all mechaniza- 
tion and extraction. Contrast this with 
the fact that what little "wilderness" has 
been designated in the Clinton era is 
blighted in places by the presence of 
cows, mines and off-road vehicles. 

Roads 

"It's not the beer cans, it's the roads." 

— Ed Abbey 

Remember the Carter administration? 

They brought us the second Roadless Area 
Review and Evaluation, or RARE II, an 
effort to permanently demarcate wild 
(read: unroaded) lands from lands to be 
managed (read: roaded and exploited). 

Since then, virtually all the Western 
straggles over public lands have been 
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centered on those areas left without protection as a result of RARE II. 

So, Earth First! set out to draw attention to roads and the fact 
that all desecration of wildlands begins with roads. The fights over 
the Gasquet-Orleans (G-O) and Bald Mountain roads in the 
Klamath-Siskiyou bioregion in the early '80s first bulldozed the 
roads issue onto the national agenda. When the Big Greens 
wouldn't support the opponents of the Bald Mountain Road, EF! 
joined a lawsuit with the Oregon Natural Resources Council, a 
regional grassroots group, and roads and roadless areas became a 
national issue. 

The US Forest Service is the largest road-owning and building entity 
in the world, controlling a road network of some 430, 000 miles. Roads 
have become such an issue that A1 Gore plans to ride into the White 
House on the Clinton administration's promise that it will consider 
protecting roadless areas, and only those larger than 5, (XX) acres. 

Ancient Forests 

"A couple thousand years from now, nobody will be able to tell the 
difference. " 

— Mike Roselle, Millennium Grove Massacre, 1985 

The rapid increase in clearcutting under the Reagan administra- 
tion in the early 1980s caused the nascent Earth First! movement to 
focus its attention on protecting the last of our publicly owned 
ancient forests. The largest timber cuts in history were under way, 
and forest activists frustrated with Big Green "pragmatism” were 
drawn to EF!'s no-compromise stance. Some felt forced to take more 
drastic action, so they resurrected the old Wobbly tactic of tree 
spiking in hopes that lumber mills would forego cutting trees filled 
with saw-damaging metal. 

By the mid '80s, ancient forests were a top priority. The Middle 
Santiam blockade in Oregon in 1985 was the first to attract 
attention outside the Northwest. That year also saw the invention 
of treesitting by Earth First! activists, and in 1 986 the North Roaring 
Devil blockade and treesit in Oregon's South Breitenbush River 
basin became a story on the evening news nationwide. To this day, 
Earth First! is probably the group most closely associated with the 
issue of ancient forest protection. 



EF! anti-mining actions, such as this 1987 post-Rendezvous demonstration at the Grand Canyon, 

helped bring mining issues to the fore. 
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Leo Hund buried in rocks, North Roaring 
Devil Timber Sale blockade, Oregon 1989 

Mining 

Cyanide heap-leach gold mining, uranium 
mining, coal mining... the list goes on and 
on. Mining quickly joined the EF! list of 
federally subsidized eco-crimes as local activ- 
ists worked to bring national attention to the 
industry's incredibly toxic impacts. 

Mining for uranium and coal on Native 
lands and the relocation of indigenous people at Big Mountain 
became a focus in the mid '80s. EF! joined with Native activists to 
oppose racist mining practices on indigenous lands across the West. 


Blockades 

It was the aforementioned G-O and Bald Mountain roads 
campaigns that saw EF! pioneer the use of road blockades as a 
tactic to defend wildlands in the US in the 1980s. But North 
American activists were late getting into the game. The first 
blockades in defense of forests occurred in Australia in 1980. The 
earliest blockades were efforts to delay the bulldozers by simply 
standing in the way. The tactic evolved into makeshift barriers of 
rocks, dead vehicles, fallen trees, people buried to their necks and 
then to various types of lockdowns. These ranged from the ever- 
popular bike lock, first used in Texas in 1986 (see photo on page 
19), to the ever- more elaborate methods now in use. In 1989, a 
road blockade featuring veteran EF!er Leo Hund buried up to his 
neck in rocks got front-page news coverage around the world. 

Fire Ecology 

The most successful US blockade to date was the Warner Creek/ 
Cascadia Free State. Hundreds of hardy heroes blocked the road to 
proposed arson-salvage timber 
sales for 11 months, ultimately 
forcing the Forest Service to buy 
back the timber (see page 14). 

This effort brought fire ecology 
to the forefront. 

In the 1980s, EF! co-founder 
Howie Wolke worked to bring 
attention to the beneficial ef- 
fects of periodic fires in West- 
ern forests, leading tours into 
burned and unsalvaged natu- 
ral areas in Montana. He, 

George Wuerthner and 
Tahoma have written exten- 
sively in the EF!] on the role of 
fire in forest ecology. 

Cows 

"My heroes have always killed cowboys." 

A POPULAR SLOGAN 

Welfare ranching policies have destroyed more wildlands than 
even clearcut logging, and were first opposed by EF! activists 
throughout the arid West. The romantic figure of the American 
cowboy has now come to symbolize the terribly destructive 
effects of grazing. 

Cattle grazing has been the primary factor in the decline of native 
predators — wolf, mountain lion, eagle, etc. Dozens of native plants 
have been driven out by cow-friendly grasses and forbs. The entire 
riparian ecosystem of the West has been altered by the invasion of 
the bovine aliens with their perennial clearcutting of grasses. Pre- 
cattle descriptions of Western riparian areas tell of thickets of brush 
and trees teeming with wildlife — a distinct contrast to the romantic 
Western landscape paintings and photos of isolated stands of tall 
cottonwoods with no brush, no small trees, collapsed stream banks 
and shallow, gravel river beds. 

Grazing permits on public lands continue to be one of the 
most egregious subsidies around. While a private ranch would 
charge more than $15 per month for a cow and calf — called an 
animal unit month (AUM) — the government regularly charges 
less than $3. 

Lynn Jacobs' 1991 book on the destructiveness of grazing, 
Waste of the West: Public Lands Ranching, helped propel this 
important issue. Activists in New Mexico, Arizona and else- 
where have had great success in getting cows off sensitive lands, 
but they have been subject to an increasingly violent backlash 
from the cattle industry. 


Chipmills 

As logging of the Northwest's ancient forests lessened in the 
1990s, the timber industry moved back to the deep South, and 
chipmills sprang up like Starbucks throughout the region. Subsi- 
dized shipping down channelized rivers instantly made Mobile, 
Alabama, the largest wood-products export dock in the world. 
Chipmills and dioxin go hand-in-hand. Some rivers near these 
mills are so toxic that any disturbance to the bottom sediments 
releases a deadly brew of chemicals known to cause genetic 
damage to fish and other aquatic creatures. 

Huge swaths of the South have been decimated and converted 
from diverse hardwood ecosystems to pine monocultures. Once 
again, local activists cried out to the Big Greens for help, but 
incredibly were told, "We'd like to help, but right now we're 
focusing our efforts on the Northwest's ancient forests." So EF!ers 
and others formed the Dogwood Alliance, and the EF!] featured the 
story as the battle against chipmills went national. 

What Next? 

This list is by no means complete; bison, marine animals, toxic 
waste incinerators, genetically modified foods and animal testing 
are among other issues that deserve note. Earth First! will continue 
to bring attention where needed, and EF! activists will remain on 
the frontlines. "No Compromise!," Earth FirstFs finest ethic/tactic, 
is as needed today as it was two decades ago. 
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The Story of Them Damn 
Idaho T ree Huggers 

"Milk cuzin sez it all started when a elk got lost up inna primateeve area. Another feller inna bar sez it was them Godless 
French commies. Hell, I dunno, but them damn tree huggers caused quite a stir inna second heart o Dixie." 

—Improbable rumor derived from an unsubstantiated tale supposedly attributed, via fourth-hand account, to some 

WANNABE LOCAL EITHER IN GrANGEVILLE, Elk ClTY, KOOSKIA OR DlXIE. THEN AGAIN, MAYBE NOT. 


by Gary MacFarlane 

The origins of the Cove/Mallard cam- 
paign involve a person with the moniker 
of Lost Elk, Wild Rockies Earth Firstlers, a 
restless randy individual, a derelict, a trou- 
badour or two, a profound poet, a prophet 
or preacher, a biker cum organic gardener, 
Mr. Prozac, addled attorneys, Maineiacs, a 
sultry celibate, a weatherman, a grumbling 
genius, a real ranger, Natscat, those with 
good AIM, the big boys from over the hill, 
the premier priestess (real Celtic, no less), 
nonviolent embryonic plants, various 
shrubs, trees, twigs, branches, berries, in- 
vertebrates, refined foods, trekkies, wan- 
derers, maggoty mushrooms, vagrants, 
gene-spliced primates, giant pink bunnies 
and an uncle called Ramon. 



A sign of the times — blockade in background 
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Yep, there are too many good people 
involved to name them all (as in suc- 
cinctly) without unintentional omission. 
Besides, many prefer the realms of ano- 
nymity knowing full well that the Freddie 
cops, FBI and other agents of oppression 
read this rag like church-going folk read 
the Bible. Hallelujah! 

The Cove/Mallard campaign has gone 
on for nearly a decade with the primary 
goal temporarily achieved due to Clinton's 
roadless moratorium. Yes, what remains 
roadless of the Cove/Mallard area is tem- 
porarily spared from the dozer and the 
chainsaw in spite of the efforts of the US 
Forest Service (USFS), Shearer Lumber (a 
wholly-owned subsidiary of Bennett Lum- 
ber) and roadbuilding Highland Enter- 
prises to destroy it. Now that doesn't 
mean Cove/Mallard is protected. But, 
building roads in this area is costly. The 
trees are not worth a whole lot so there is 
little incentive for expensive helicopter 
logging. It seems that farce of a roadless 
policy, if implemented, would provide 
some protection for Cove/Mallard even 
though it would allow the plunder of 
other places. Under the circumstances, 
what remains wild in Cove/Mallard is 
about as protected as a chunk of public 
land can be, short of wilderness designa- 
tion. And wilderness designation ain't all 
that it's cut out to be, given the proclivity 
of the USFS to push for wreckreation and 
commercialization of wilderness. 

Any good story has to have the bad guys 
(see a couple of paragraphs up). They were 
big and plentiful. They had a lot of money 
and had all of the guns. 

Fortunately, the good Gaias (guys?, 
guise?) came through. In a big way. To 
counter ignorant EF!-centrism, it is instruc- 
l- tive to realize that many different people 
= undervarious bannershave, formanyyears, 
| been concerned about protecting the Cove/ 
3 Mallard area. Conservationists included 
| Cove/Mallard in the proposed River of No 
f Return Wilderness Act in the 1 9 70's, which 
| did not pass. In 1980, the Central Idaho 
rs Wilderness Act did not include the Jersey/ 
| Jack Roadless Areas (now known as Cove/ 
= Mallard) in the newly designated River of 
No Return Wilderness. It was the major 
omission from the wilderness. 


In 1981 the Nez Perce National Forest 
Service issued a decision as part of the 
quick and dirty Jersey Mountain Road En- 
vironmental Assessment. Mr. DJ Grim ap- 
pealed the forest supervisor's decision, and 
eventually he and other plaintiffs went all 
the way to the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals 
where the decision was overturned in 1985. 
The court ordered the preparation of a 
more extensive environmental impact 
statement (E1S). The Forest Service, in its 
uncontrollable desire to destroy Cove/ 
Mallard at all costs, completed this E1S 
process in late 1990. Early the next year, 
the Idaho Sporting Congress (ISC) and 
others filed appeals on the Cove and Mal- 
lard Environmental Impact Statements, 
and eventually ISC went to court. The first 
injunctions were denied. Direct action 
began in 1992 with Wild Rockies Earth 
Firstlers, Ancient Forest Bus Brigadiers, and 
others. The rest, as they say, is history and 
has been written about extensively in the 
Earth First! journal. 

Suffice it to say, the concern by conser- 
vationists in the 1970s and 1980s was 
essential in keeping the area undeveloped. 
Now comes the fun part — discussing how 
this glorious campaign was won, well, sort 
of won for the time being... nobody really 
knows (ha, ha) but there are a few theories 
that deserve consideration. First, let's be 
honest about what didn't work. 

Strategy. There really wasn't a coherent 
one, especially a consensed upon one. 
Some people felt that direct action could 
create down time; others believed it was 
just for the media grist. Some believed 
that the direct action had to be coordi- 
nated with other aspects of the campaign 
like media, suing the Forest Service over 
the sales or calling attention to the viola- 
tions in conducting the sales themselves. 
That proved difficult since the various 
groups and entities involved in different 
aspects of the campaign didn't always 
agree. Furthermore, these groups were 
not in constant communication as dis- 
tances between Missoula, Montana, Mos- 
cow and Boise, Idaho — the places where 
significant campaign activity occurred — 
made this type of coordination difficult. 

Tactics. Locking oneself to the bumper 
of a law enforcement vehicle while in 





Log cabin style blockade on 

advanced stages of hypothermia may have 
seemed like a good idea at the time, espe- 
cially since the equipment to cut locks was 
not on-site. The Forest Service law enforce- 
ment rig turned out to be a county rig, and 
all it garnered the poor bloke was extra 
heavy neck jewelry in the county slammer. 

Coordination. There were the perennial 
arguments over violence vs. nonviolence 
vs. whateverthehell. Nobody could agree 
at what point something went from the 
tradtional-American-family- values kind 
of civil disobedience, which the Ameri- 
can public ostensibly loves, to vandalis- 
tic-destructive-monkeywrenching kind of 
behavior which the American public os- 
tensibly hates. With examples like the 
Boston Tea Party playing prominent roles 
in American history no wonder every- 
body was completely confused. 

Money. Well, we can dislodge that one 
in hurry. The French Communist Party 
never came through with the big bucks 
or even one red cent though every ru- 
mor mill and a printing press or two 
said that is who funded the campaign. 
Damn commies anyway... 

Brains. There was a lot of talk about 
how stupid the Freddies were, but that 
was just the blathering of people who 
underestimated the opposition. Er, well, 
the Freddies were stupid, but we activists 
were just as stupid, if not more so. It must 
have been the food we ate... 

Luck. This one is a bit more fickle, but 
having your boots disintegrate out in the 


woods isn’t very lucky, es- 
pecially if you are miles 
from food, water and only 
planned on a day hike. 
Good gear in the 
backcountry is essential as 
is a clear ability to read 
maps, navigate in the 
woods where geologic 
strata sometimes confuse 
compasses. Not all activ- 
ists are proficient in 
backcountry skills, and 
alomost nobody had the 
cash to purchase good 
gear. In spite of these 
limitations, the federales 
candidly admitted that the 
citizen activists were bet- 
ter in the woods than any- 
one on industry's side... 

What did work then? 
Well, the only things that 
seemed to make any sense 
were persistence and di- 
versity of approaches. 

Persistence. Every sum- 
mer, for six years (and one 
winter too) field activists 
would greet the Forest Ser- 
apper Noble Road vice in the woods. Every 
couple of years ISC would file a new law- 
suit against the Cove/Mallard sales. Every 
few months, the Forest Service would 
receive detailed reports and letters from a 
plethora of environmental groups docu- 
menting the illegalities in implementing 
the Cove/Mallard sales. After the Forest 
Service broke a 74-day blockade on the 
Jack Road in 1997, two more blockades 
went up. The resilience must have demor- 
alized some in the agency. Even though 


the JackTimber Sale was cut, it was the last 
of the destruction in Cove/Mallard. 

Perhaps the most amazing story of per- 
sistence, of derring do in the woods, in- 
volves the winter campaign of 1994/1995 
(doesn't that sound like a pulp novel 
describing some grim and embellished 
battle between Soviet and German troops 
in February 1943?). Natscat, that persis- 
tent and brilliant trooper, averted disaster 
when she discovered that the proper equip- 
ment (a can opener) was not available and 
all the coffee, on that minus 20 degree 
morning, was secure in a sealed can. There 
she was, decked out in military surplus 
woolen gear from some nation from a 
northern latitude (good gear, in other 
words), warm yet in desperate need of 
caffeine. Her mind was clear yet frenzied. 
She seized the moment, in a fit of brilliant 
and impromptu rage, by wielding a Pulaski 
to open up the can in a swift and decisive 
move. The slack-jawed onlookers were 
filled with both awe and amazement. 
Coffee, the staff of life, was served that 
very cold morning. 

Diversity. Different groups and people 
took on different roles in the campaign. 
There were those who focused on block- 
ades. Others searched the woods for gos- 
hawks and candysticks, and carefully 
monitored each cutting unit for environ- 
mental violations. The lawyers did their 
thing. Folks across the country did ben- 
efits, roadshows and alerted the public 
about this place. In spite of the fact 
coordination was far from perfect (maybe, 
even in part because of it), these diverse 
avenues helped build the case for protect- 
ing Cove/Mallard. 

continued on page 56 
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continued from page 55 

While not every group agreed with or even 
supported all that went on in behalf of 
Cove/Mallard, every group was commit- 
ted to its protection. Reportedly, there 
were mysterious souls — who obviously had 
nothing to do with the campaign, if they 
did exist — who dug up roads and did light- 
weight mechanics and culvert adjustment 
in the dead of night. The veracity of said 
reports and their effectiveness may be in 
question, but they provided the grist for 
legends, myths and even a couple of nasty 
newspaper stories. It took a long time, but 
committed people temporarily staved off 
the forces of greed and plunder. At least, it 
sounds rather noble putting it that way. 
Everybody else says it was the roadless 
policy and the FS adopting common sense 
that axed the remaining Cove/Mallard 
sales. But Ccve/Mallard played a big role in 
setting up a roadless policy in the first place 
(for what it's worth). However, we must 
never forget that activists don't have the 
monopoly on either persistence or a diver- 
sity of approaches. 

As rare westslope cutthroat trout cling to 
survival in the South Fork of Mallard Creek, 



Ain't no roads out there — Cove/Mallard wilderness. 


Hunkerin’ Down on Grouse Road 

First American Tripod is Constructed in Cove/Mallard 


temporarily safe from the saw and dozer, 
the Cove/Mallard Coalition changes faces, 
people and focus. New threatened areas 
in Idaho's big wild like Otter-Wing are 
defended on the ground by new folks. It’s 
like that old adage, the more things 
change the more they stay the same. 

For more information, contact Cove/ 
Mallard Coalition, POB 8968, Moscow, ID 
83843; (208) 882-9755; 883-0720 (fax). 

Gary Macfarlane is an Idaho wildemutand 
activist who was bow and raised in 


by Randall Restless 

It's summer 1992. Cove/Mallard coun- 
try, before the Noble Road, before the Jack 
Road, before the locals got nasty, before 
the SLAPP suits, mass arrests, beatings, 
even before Ramon got famous. 

This country is still wild and 
unfragmented. Outlaw wolves lurk here, 
vagabonds who have somehow survived 
or found their own way to this remote but 
unprotected wilderness. Wolverines 


namesake river. Rumors persist of grizzlies, 
giant gray and brown ghosts found only in 
far-flung hideaways. 

And now, the first of a wave of scraggly 
but determined forest freaks has begun to 
make its presence known. 

First basecamp: We're huddled in a leaky 
cabin near Red River Hot Springs, squatters 
squatting by the fireplace, trying to keep 
warm in the wet, cold spring weather. The 
first guy to arrive was a tall, skinny, shaggy 
fellow in an old VW Beetle with 
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three days with no food at the cabin for 
us to arrive. Finally we hear the roar of a big 
engine outside, and who should arrive but 
the Ancient Forest Bus Brigade! Now we 
can get down to business. 

A few weeks later, things have gotten 
serious. The first road to go into the Cove 
roadless area, called Grouse Road, is under 
construction. Lots of survey stakes have 
disappeared from other road corridors, and 
a brief treesit had ensued in the Noble 
corridor. But now we have to face the 
music and launch a real direct action. No 
more moping around base camp, drinking 
warm cheap beer and going for recon hikes. 

We leave base camp, which we moved to 
near Dixie, Idaho, on a road to a mining 
claim, and hike eight miles or so through 
the endless green maze of the Cove/Mal- 
lard woodlands to the Grouse Road corri- 
dor. On the way we have to cross the Noble 
Road corridor, which is obvious as there is 
still flagging and some trees have been cut. 
There's a closure order on it, so we wait till 
evening to cross. Arriving near the Grouse 
Road, we hunker down in the woods for a 
cold, sleepless vigil, waiting till 3:00 a. m. or 
so to start erecting our blockade at the end 
of the road construction. It's a tense night, 
with worries and discussion about what 
sort of security we will find and how the 
people who lock down will be treated. We 
know there are camo Freddies lurking in 
the woods; we have spied them spying on 
us near basecamp. They are very creepy, 
only revealing themselves to female activ- 
ists, mainly when the women are bathing 
in the creek. 

Our sketchy plan is to erect a tripod 
barricade. This had never been done before 
in the US, nor probably in North America. 
We have no real idea what we are doing. As 
first light starts to ooze like honey through 
the deep forest, we can be seen rummaging 
through the piles of lodgepole pine conve- 
niently yarded alongside the road. We 
select three and tie their ends together, but 
how to get the damned thing up? There are 
only five or six of us to erect it. It weighs a 
ton at least. Two tries result in getting it 
partway up and dropping it, making an 
awful racket and nearly squashing the 
slower of us. 

Third try is a charm. Up it goes and 
we secure the legs in the dirt of the 
road. Where is the roadbuilders' secu- 
rity? Turns out he is asleep in his truck, 
100 yards up the road! That's one job 
we cost the bastards. 

Meghan and James have locked onto the 
skidder and the excavator, respectively, 
with kryptonites. Jeff starts trying to climb 
the tripod and can't get up the last bit to 
the apex. We hear motors, trucks coming. 
Shit! Get up there! We stick a log under his 
foot and boost him up, and he’s there, and 
the trucks arrive, workers pile out and we 


hustle into the woods. I realize that we 
have left Jeff's rope hanging down from 
the tripod, and I run out and throw him 
my Swiss army knife. He cuts the rope and 
throws it back to me, and I bolt, as workers 
swagger up, cussing and shouting. 

The roadbuilding crew is not pleased. 
They holler at Meghan, Jeff and James, 
trying to bully them into backing off. James 
sings songs from his perch on the arm of 
the excavator. We watch from the woods 
and yell out, letting the workers know we 
are watching. 

Jeff has a banner hanging from his 
tripod, saying "Leave These Trees in 
Peace, not in Pieces." Bad idea. One of 
the workers pulls out a lighter, reaches 
up and sets it on fire! Jeff hops around, 
swatting at the flames, trying to avoid 
getting burned or falling out. I pray his 
rope does not burn through. He sticks it 
out. A hero! 

The tree fellers have disappeared down 
the road with their giant saws to con- 
tinue their nasty work. But the road 
builders can't fire up their toys. A couple 
of the bigger goons start thrashing about 
in the woods, looking for us. There are 
other people in the woods by now, camo 
Freddies, and we begin 
to get paranoid. Jeff is 
hanging tight on his 
tripod, but the workers 
drive a backhoe up to 
it, and attach the 
bucket to one of the 
tripod legs and start 
wiggling it, trying to 
scare him down. Still 
he hangs on. Finally 
the Freddie cops show 
up, a few hours after 
the action commenced. 

The backhoe is brought 
in under the tripod, 
and Jeff decides to climb 
down. The Freddies 
start cutting Meghan 
and James off. We in 
the woods have so far 
eluded capture, but it's 
getting mighty tight. 

Time to split. We haul 
ass off into the lodge- 
pole thickets just as we 
hear pursuit closing in. 

A mile of running over 
blowdowns, sweating 
bullets, lungs scream- 
ing, gets us out of range. 

Bedraggled but 
psyched, we lope 
through the great green 
forest. We pulled it off! 

The first tripod block- 
ade on the continent, 
and we held 'em up for 


a few hours. This is just the opening 
salvo in a long, committed campaign. 

Our adventure isn't over. We still 
have to cross the Noble Road corridor. 
We're exhausted by the time we get 
there and get careless. As we cross 
through the closure, we suddenly hear, 
close behind us, "Federal agents! Hold 
it right there! " Damn! The bastards were 
hiding. But they ain't got us yet! I look 
at Jagoff, he looks at me, and we both 
start running. So does everyone else. 
We immediately come to a steep down- 
hill and launch down it with huge 
strides, Jagoff doing a flying roll with a 
bowsaw in his hand and coming up 
unscathed, still running. He hurls the 
saw away. 

We all get away but are scattered. I 
end up with Dan and another fellow. 
We decide to approach basecamp very 
cautiously, fearing the feds will have 
descended on it and be waiting for us. 
Hours later we are in sight of basecamp 
but can't make out what is going on. 
After an hour of agonizing, Dan volun- 
teers to go in and waves the white flag 
for us. Home free! 

Long live Cove/Mallard! 



Tripud in downtown Missoula, Montana, against logging Cove/Mallard. 
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As an cnviro-poet activist who hooked up with Earth First! after reading about its Gila exploits in Gordon Solberg’s Dry 
Country News, I was delighted the inner circle was open to radical poetry as part of their nascent newsletter, which quickly 
evolved into the journal. I submitted a poem about Mount St. Helens and was offered a job as poetry editor. So, from 1981 
to 1991 1 supplied a camera-ready page of poems I laid it out and called it Armed with Visions. Our motto: clear as cut glass 
& just as dangerous. Poets from all over the country responded. I’m proud of the variety, the power and the wisdom of the 
poems over those 10 years. May Earth First! remain armed with visions. 

11 HR H — ArtGoodtimes 

CLEAR AS CUT GLASS 


Commemoration Qrove 

The mist dung to your green 

Small animals flirted in your branches 

You sang to me for seven lifetimes 

Music of the autumn wind 

Now I count the bright ring of years 

Tears flow 

Stick like resin in my heart 

SPARKLE PLENTY 


Outhouse Vision #58 

Mountains without trucks 
Rivers without dams 
Foothills without livestock 
Valleys without poisons 

That’s the way it was 
in my great-grandfather’s time 
That’s the way it’ll be 
in my great-grandson’s time 
or nothing’ll be. 

— J.P. Bernard 


A Charm to Explode Popcorn 

O Terrorist of the vegetable world 
burst your golden prison! 

O Second Cousin of the Mexican Jumping-Bean 
the summer sun’s booming energy 
compacted within your shell release! 

O Nova-Nut, microbang image of 
our macrobang cosmos — < 

hear my conjuring voice and expand! 

Let popping kernel comets careen 
about the kitchen. 

O Molotov Cocktail of the Peaceful 
Maize Family — even after 
your cataclysmic birth 
you remain volatile — 
leaping out of hands 

bags & 
boxes 

levitous to the last 

O Noble Dynamite Corn— j 
pop 


// to tA,o awt/i/OM 




Raptor. 

Sky lord. • 

Thunderbolt wings. * # 4^^/$ 
Lightning claws. 

You really are 
* just feather and bone. 

'•» — Ruth Gow 



Radical 

i’m told to be reasonable 
“think of the economy” 
when entire forests are fragmented 
to give a temporary job 
for a feller-buncher 

we’re told that we’re radicals 
for opposing multinational 
thieves of the tattered remains 
of the Creator 

while the forest DIS-service 
sells off the land to the highest bidder 
to be raped, pillaged and shorn 
they call us “radicals!” 

but radical is from the roots 
where Wolverine meets riffraff 
Goshawk swoops to protect her home 
we can do no less 

crooked politicians try to steal our voice 
invalidating pen and ink 
that shouts 

“PROTECT THE LAND!” 

laws are nothing but paper 
changed upon a whim 
controlled by corporate dollars 
extracting, poisoning and murdering 
until there’s nothing left 

but radical is from the roots 
where Wolverine meets riffraff 
Goshawk swoops to protect her home 
we can do no less. 

— Paloma 


Qo Live 

Go live a while in the desert. . . 

When your turds look like Coyote’s, 

Full of twigs, hair, bits of bone, 

Then you might know something. 

— Eric Holle 





The Warrior Poets Society was founded in 1991 in the Green Mountains of Vermont by a bunch of Earth 
First! poets who were concerned that poetry was disappearing from the Journal. The new collective had 
switched from a full page format to an open format, and it seemed there were fewer poems each issue. We 
worried that this meant poetry would disappear from Earth First! . It seemed logical to organize and attempt 
to prevent this from happening. 

— Dennis Fritzinger 


In Summer 


SOCIET 


Cactus Ed Lives! 


The long days between those visits 
Were filled with wistful memories 
Anticipation of a new summer 
Looking at clouds on the horizon 
Blurring my vision to see my mountains there 


As I grew older 

My love for the wilderness never dimmed 
Never once did I take it for granted 


Yes, 1 remember Cactus Ed, 

the anarchist who went with his boots on. 

OF Freddie thinks he’s dead, 

lying somewhere outside of Tucson. 


But what a shock for Uncle Sam, 
when the monkey wrench gang does howl 
and dynamite blows Glen Canyon Dam 
freeing the river beneath Lake Powell. 


And just as the light in Phoenix dies, 
when they think they’ve seen the worst, 
a clenched fist from the sand will rise 
as the desert winds cry “Earth First!” 

— Pinup Wright 


Substitute 


in a time of less rage 
in a place with more bears 

— Mark London Williams 


As a shy and lonely little girl, I sought refuge 
In dreams of the few treasured days each summer 
Spent in a verdant, isolated mountain valley 


The Earth’s 
Wild Places 


That the mighty snow-capped peaks 

The wandering creek and gleaming trout 

Rainbow wildflowers, glorious aspen with shimmering leaves 

The chattering marmot and graceful deer 

Tiny hummingbirds and bugling elk 

From which I drew such courage, strength and hope 

Might need me as much as I needed them 

The child I was could not interpret the quiet cry of the wind 
But the adult I’ve become understands 
And I must defend that which redeemed me 
It’s who 1 am and why I’m here 

— Kathy Van Every 


and hardly spoken at all 
by the 

administrators &. parents 
on the peripheries 

of lives 

which are quickly becoming substitutes 
for the people they might’ve been 


Your eyes, your mouth and hands— 
The public highways. Hands, 

Like truck stops, 

Semis resting in the comers . 

Eyes like the bank clerk’s window 
Foreign exchange. 

I love all the parts of your body 
Friends hub your suburbs 
Farmlands are given a nod 
But I know the path 
To your wilderness. 

It's not that I like it best, 

But we’re almost always 
Alone, there, 

And it's scary . but also calm. 

— Gary Snyder 


But it never dawned on me 


Awakening to misty, gray-green mornings 
Puffs of my breath (in August!) 

Drawing the curtains to greet the day 
Watching glowing bands of sunlight 
Slowly illuminating my meadow 
Warming glossy backs of grazing horses 


Dressing quickly, dashing outside 

Is it the crisp mountain air 

Heady with the perfume of towering pities 

Or the splendor around me 

That damps my eyes with salty moisture 

Softly sighing wind gently lifts my hair 

Whispering in my ears 

1 feel so pleased with my — self! 

Bold, vital and radiant 

Drawing strength and beauty into my little life 


send poems Co : 

Warrior Poets Society 
P MB 361 

108 MLK Jr .Student Union #4510 
Berkeley, CA 94720-4510 


in the classroom 
I am a substitute 
in a school 
which is a substitute 
for experience, passion 
community, wildness 

Well, wildness and passion are still there 
in some of them 
badly translated 

into nicotine french fries 

carburetor song 

and wallpaper television 


AND JUST AS DANGEROUS 



Peg and Darryl yuckin' it up 


continued from page 1 9 
lands. I was still going along on the mo- 
mentum that we had started and the 
excitement of it all. I didn't try to direct 
anything. I did talk about sacred lands — 
that was what I was most interested in. 
Mark was going in another direction, and 
we were being influenced as well by people 
who were working for the feds. 

EF!J: Set up for us the whys, whos, etc. 
of the power line action. Was there any 
significance in the day you picked for the 
action — May 31, 1989? 

PM: We picked it because of the 
moon which was waning — it was new 
and dark. 

EF!J: How did Fain's pressuring af- 
fect how far you all went and how fast 
things came together? 

PM: Fain and Fraser definitely influ- 
enced us and pressured us. I sure was 
influenced by Fain — I can't speak for 
Mark Davis. I definitely went much 
further than I would have had it not 
been for both Mark and Mike. 

EF!J: I've heard you tell the story 
about the ride out to the power lines. 
Fain was secretly recording your conversa- 
tion, and later you all heard the tape with 
your lawyers. Exactly what happened? 

PM: To start out with, I didn't really 
want to go out. I was so scared, really 
stressed out and crying. Mark told me 
right before we went, "Look, you don't 
have to do this — at all." He gave me the 
escape. But of course I wasn't going to 
back out at that point. I felt responsible 
for Mike Fain being there for one thing. 

I wanted to ride in the back of the car 
'cause I was so freaked out. And Fain 
said, "Oh no, no — there's plenty of room 
in the front.” Of course Fain wanted me 
up front so he could have my voice on 


tape as part of the trio. 

As we were driving, every- 
body was jacked up. We were 
getting ready to do some- 
thing pretty scary. Mean- 
while this is the last night for 
Fain, and he’s preparing to 
lead us right into the mouth 
of the feds. We were being 
very punchy and really silly. 
We were talking about things 
like shooting cows on public 
land with arrows dipped in 
cyanide extracted from the 
seeds of apples — we were just 
talking shit. We were just 
howling — I was laughing so 
hard I could hardly see 
straight — it was ridiculous. 
When I listened to this on 
tape in the lawyer's office I 
laughed again. I thought if 
they put this on in the court- 
room they're going to throw us out for 
being a bunch of idiots. It was too funny... 
So we were driving out there and it felt very 
surreal, and 1 began to feel resigned. It was 
like I was on top of this wave, and there was 
nothing to do now to change things. I was 
in the truck and we were going to cut down 
a power line. I felt powerless in a way. 

EF’.J: Aside from having a FBI agent 
along for the ride, what kind of security 
measures did you all take? 

PM: [Laughs] Well, I got this really 


strange, eerie feeling when we were driv- 
ing down the road. I saw lights way, way 
ahead of us — this was at dusk — and I saw 
the lights turn off the road when we 
turned off the road. And way, way behind 
us I could see other lights, and they turned 
off the road the same time we did as well. 
It was very strange — I didn't understand 
it. We parked in a wash and we all decided 
to disguise our footprints. I wrapped my 
feet with duct tape. Mike Fain did the 
same thing with his shoes. Mark Davis put 
socks over his shoes. Mark Baker put ply- 
wood planks under his shoes and we called 
him Daffy Duck. There were two towers 
standing side by side and he climbed up 


one of them to get a look around. 

I thought it was a very stupid place to 
cut down a power line because it was in a 
little basin. There was no way to see be- 
yond the wash. Of course it was where 
Fain lead us to and there were Feds hiding 
in bushes all around us. It was also a place 
where Mark wanted to cut this power line 
because he figured that the wire would 
pull the tower over a certain way. 

EF!f: Did Mark Davis and Fain choose 
the place together? 

PM: I'm pretty sure it was Davis and 
Fain. 

EF!J: Okay, so there you were with 
funny shoes unknowingly surrounded by 
the FBI — what happened next? 

PM: I was out there with this wand of 
brush, and I was wiping out our tracks, 
which was futile. I thought what am I 
doing this for — it's ridiculous — but I did it 
anyway. So there I was wiping out our 
tracks, and Mark Baker was up on this 
tower looking around. I was thinking this 
is a really weird place and why am I here. 
Fain was using a blanket to shield the light 
of the acetylene torch from the road. 

EE!): And Mark Davis was using the 
acetylene torch? 

PM: Right. Then I ran around beating 
out little fires that started from the sparks 
of the acetylene torch. Mark got in a 
couple of inches on an I-beam; then all of 
a sudden a flare went up. I heard this 
phsoooooooo — I looked up and 


everything's lit up. It was like the mov- 
ies — slow motion and everything was shin- 
ing. I could see all around — really weird. 
Some part of me knew — it had been wait- 
ing for this moment so it could say to the 
rest of me, "I told you so, I told you so.” 

Mark Davis was working — paying no 
attention to the flare. Mark Baker was 
looking at the flare with the same dumb- 
founded look that I had, and Fain was just 
waiting for them to get us. I heard some 
rustling and some metallic sounds, and I 
just thought, "Oh shit, this is a setup. 
We're sitting ducks." So I ran past Mark 
Davis and Mike Fain and tapped them 
both on the shoulder and said, "I'm outta 


I heard a little movement next to me and looked 
down to see a rabbit. The rabbit was very still. But as 
I was sitting there, I started to talk to the rabbit in a 
low whisper, and the rabbit decided it was okay and 
began to eat. I thought, “Wow, this is cool. I’m 
among my kin.” I really felt what the deer feels when 
it’s being hunted, and I felt that the animals felt it too 
and that there was a camaraderie between us. 
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Paloverde with Saguaro 


here." And I ran. I heard metallic clicks of 
guns behind me and someone yelling, 
"Halt, this is the FBI!" I was sure they were 
going to shoot me in the back because 
they weren't going to shoot me in the 
front, and I wasn't going to halt, and I 
wasn't going to turn around. They didn't 
shoot me in the back, though. I ran off at 
top speed. 

EF!J: At this point you were on the run 
and would spend that night escaping 
through the desert. Can you go into ex- 
actly what happened? 

PM: I hit the wash and brushed past 
some paloverde and got a thorn in my 
thigh. I was in a panic before that, but 
then I got real calm. 1 began to travel 
towards Wenden (a nearby town). I fol- 
lowed a turn in the wash and all of a 
sudden lights came on and this 
humongous helicopter rose out of the 
desert in front of me. Then I heard people 
behind me and in front of me. They were 
on foot and all had flashlights and were in 
the direction I wanted to go. The helicop- 
ter started to hover pretty close to me so I 
got under a paloverde tree and didn’t 
move. I thought about infrared lenses and 
all that, so I didn't move a muscle and 
buried my face in the dirt. The helicopters 
hovered over me for a while and eventu- 
ally moved on. I waited until I was far 
enough away and got up from under the 
tree. That dang helicopter came back and 


hovered over me at least three 
times that night, and each time 
I hid under a paloverde. 

I began to walk closer to the 
road. I noticed some airplanes 
flying over, really low and slow 
so again I stopped and got re- 
ally still. When the planes were 
gone I started walking again. 

The people on foot were walk- 
ing in a line towards me and 
flashing lights around so I 
stopped again. I decided it was 
time to be a saguaro cactus. So 
while these guys were shining 
their lights over my face and 
over my body, I was a cactus. I 
tried my hardest to think like a 
cactus and to be invisible, and 
they didn't see me. 

EF!J: So you shapeshifted. 

PM: I shapeshifted. Every 
time they moved forward they would 
shine the lights forward, but when they 
stopped they would shine them all around. 
When they stopped I would be a cactus. 
Then they would move again, and I would 
move and eventually I was on the other 
side of them. It was pretty amazing. 

There was still some cover between me 
and the road. I heard someone yell, "Come 
on Peg. We're going to be out here all 
night. Let's go, come on in. " I swore it was 
Mark Davis' voice, but later Mark said it 
wasn't. They just threw 
him in the paddy wagon 
and took him away. So 
there was someone imi- 
tating his voice. I’m pretty 
sure of it. When I heard 
him say, "We're going to 
be out here all night,” I 
was thinking, "That's the 
idea, pal." I could see 
Wenden and could also 
look down into the basin 
the way I had just come. 

There were cars every- 
where down there; people 
with megaphones were 
calling out. The helicop- 
ter was hovering and do- 
ing these big sweeping 
circles. Surveillance planes 
were above the helicopter 
flying circles above the 
whole mess. I'm standing 
1 there looking down on 
| this, thinking, "Jesus 
| Christ, is this all because 
of us?" I was blown away. 
| They must've spent hun- 
= dreds of thousands of dol- 
5 lars for all that. It just 
seemed all this mad, ri- 
diculous running around 


was so absurd. 

So I decided to leave them to their own 
devices down there and make my way to 
Wenden, which was about seven or eight 
miles. I figure I walked about 16 miles 
altogether that night. 

I walked down the center of this great 
big open space which had been cleared so 
they could put the power lines in it. I was 
going parallel to the road to Wenden. 
These two trucks came barreling over the 
hill from the basin towards me and I 
thought, "Oh shit.” I heard over the mega- 
phone: "Peggy Millett, we have your iden- 
tity. Give yourself up.” They repeated it 
over and over again. Then a little tape of 
the patriarchal cultural bullshit that I've 
been running all my life started going 
through my head, telling me that I was a 
bad girl — that I was making the authori- 
ties angry and I had no business doing 
that. That made me really despondent, 
and I thought, "I should just turn myself 
in — I'll never be able to get away with 
this." But by the time I decided to turn 
myself in, the trucks were gone. 

I decided there was no way I was going 
to backtrack for those bozos. I got to the 
road and knelt down on the pavement 
and put my hands out in front of me. I was 
wearing black — in fact, a long sleeve De- 
fend the Wilderness t-shirt. A car drove 
by, but it didn’t stop. I waited. About five 
or six more cars went by, but not a one saw 
me. I finally broke off the bad girl tape in 
my head, got up and thought, "This is 
ridiculous! I'm getting the hell out of 
here. I'll get a lawyer and turn myself in 
later if I decide 1 want to do that." 

I walked into the nearest wash by the 
road. I really began to revel in the desert, 
to feel the brush of the plants as I was 

continued on page 112 
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Saguaro skeleton in the Sonoran Desert 


EF! Survives Agents of 


by Alicia Littletree 

In liberation struggles all over the 
world, from Africa to East LA, you can 
trace the roots of conflict right back to 
the control of resources. The muted back- 
drop for every war, genocide and rights 
abuse is a living ecosystem that repre- 
sents power and profits for a well-armed 
few and survival for the rest. 

As the uncompromising ideals of ecosys- 
tem defense caught on and evolved, Earth 
First! became a truly revolutionary move- 
ment that fiercely contradicts the corner- 
stones of industrialism. If the land has as 
much right to exist as people, 
then capitalism, which is 
based on the ownership of 
resources and exploitation of 
people and the Earth, just 
can't function. 

While it took Earth First ! ers 
a few years to really put all of 
this together, the corpora- 
tions and the secret police 
figured it out right away. The 
Federal Bureau of Investiga- 
tion (FBI) has been keeping 
tabs on us since at least 1982, 
and the Forest Service has 
acres of files tracking EFIers 
and their activities dating 
back even before that. 

Moreover, the last two de- 
cades have seen the wise use 
movement, with groups like 
People for the USA, crop up with the back- 
ing of their corporate sponsors, determined 
to “eradicate the environmental move- 
ment." As with any effective grassroots 
effort, local law enforcement officers all 
over the country have turned themselves 
into a bunch of corporate thugs and FBI 
lackeys, jumping into the fray to beat, 
pepper spray and prosecute Earth Firstlers 
from Tucson to Burlington. Their com- 
bined mission is to stop anyone who chal- 
lenges the ability of corporations, the real 
ruling force in the US, to rape and plunder 
the last scraps of living Earth. 

The Feds 

From almost day one, the feds were 
determined to undermine the Earth First! 
movement, illegally targeting activists for 
their free speech activities. The earliest FBI 
file on EF! that we know of, dated Decem- 
ber 1982, is a report of a letter sent to then 
Interior Secretary J ames Watt vowing " civil 
disobedience" to stop mining, road build- 
ing and oil exploration, signed by Earth 


First! It triggered an "extortion investiga- 
tion" by the FBI, an early example of what 
was to become a multi-million dollar FBI 
counter-intelligence operation to stop Earth 
First! across the country. Another early FBI 
file notes that "as a matter of background, 
in 1967 an individual named Edward Ab- 
bey wrote a book called The Monkeywrench 
Gang... Since that time the Earth First! 
organization has rallied around Edward 
Abbey and he is now associated with that 
organization." 

The FBI is not actually allowed to inves- 
tigate political groups in the US, just 
crimes. If someone in a group commits a 


crime, the group’s other members are 
shielded by freedom of association. This is 
according to the Attorney General Guide- 
lines (AG), the rules that are supposed to 
protect the rights of citizens. With Earth 
First!, as with many other political move- 
ments, the FBI simply ignored the limita- 
tions of the AG rules and went straight for 
the throat, trying to prevent the free speech 
activities of EFIers. 

The well-documented FBI assault on EF! 
includes surveillance, information gather- 
ing, infiltration, targeting of leaders and 
conspiracy to falsely arrest activists. But 
the most consistent tactic used is the false 
association of Earth First! activists with 
violence and terrorism, specifically bombs. 
Probably the most well-known example of 
this is the car bombing of Judi Bari and 
Darryl Cherney in Oakland, California, in 
1990. The FBI showed up at the scene and 
had the victims arrested for bombing them- 
selves. A federal civil rights lawsuit against 
the feds is scheduled for trial on October 1, 
2001. The false arrest of Judi and Darryl 


came on the heels of the FBI's "Operation 
Thermcon" in Arizona, which targeted 
Earth First! co-founder Dave Foreman. 
Thermcon was an acronym short for "Ther- 
mite Conspiracy," which the FBI set about 
not to uncover but to create. Despite the 
use of an undercover agent and many 
informants, the FBI failed in its goal to get 
Arizona EFIers to use the explosive Ther- 
mite to destroy a powerline. 

This FBI effort to falsely associate Earth 
Firstlers with bombs continued through 
the '90s. The most bizarre case was its 
feeble attempt to draw connections be- 
tween Earth First! and the Unabomber. 

These stories turned out to be 
fabricated by the wise use 
movement, which tried to 
tie the anti-technology senti- 
ments of the Unabomber 
Manifesto to the Earth First! 
movement. While there was 
never any relationship be- 
tween EF! and the 
Unabomber, and Earth First! 
has never advocated bombs 
or bombings, the movement 
once again was branded as 
"terrorist" in the media and 
subjected to a whole new 
round of FBI investigation 
and harassment. 

In 1998, the feds were at it 
again in Oberlin, Ohio, where 
they showed up to investi- 
gate the fire-bombing of an 
EF! activist's car. Even though Josh Raisler- 
Cohn had received many death threats 
aimed at his environmental organizing, 
the FBI tried to blame him for torching his 
car when he was asked to "answer a few 
more questions" a few days after the fire. 

"The FBI agents sat me down at a table 
and said, 'You're on that side of the table, 
and I'm on this side, 'Josh remembers, 'and 
we're also kind of on opposite sides in this 
situation.'" 

"I said, 'What do you mean?'" 

"He said, 'Well, I'm a conservative, law 
abiding citizen, and you're on the opposite 
end of that political spectrum.'" 

"I realized at that point this guy wasn't 
interested in investigating the crime." 

Wise Use Movement 

Pro-industry groups and corporations 
have tried to stop Earth First! as well. They 
have built a national pseudo-grassroots 
movement — often called in the public re- 
lations world, "astroturf," because it mim- 
ics the behavior of an actual community 
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Repression 

West, changed their name to 
People for the USA. They remain 
among the most hateful and ef- 
fective anti-environmental 
groups, and are currently wag- 
ing campaigns against activists 
in Utah and Southern Oregon, 
as well as many others. 

Local Cops 

The wise use movement and 
FBI couldn't be nearly as effec- 
tive without the help of local 
police, who have played an im- 
portant part in the repression of 5 
Earth First! activists. Local cops u 
are often the first line of defense. | 

They are the law enforcement ® 
agencies who know the players s 
in community political struggles, •§. 
so the FBI goes to them for infor- 
mation. They are also the ones 
that activists turn to when they 

are being harassed and often do Tli e room occupied by Darryl Cherney was ransacked by 

the FBI shortly after the bombing. 


movement. In the summer/fall 1992 
Mendocino Environmental Center news- 
letter, Gary Ball writes in "Meet the Wise 
Use Movement": 

"Environmentalist bashing and the 
rhetoric of war have been wise use move- 
ment (WUM) trademarks from the very 
beginning. Ron Arnold, one of the WUM's 
founders and most prominent spokes- 
persons, says, 'Our goal is to destroy, to 
eradicate the environmental move- 
ment...' Arnold and his partner, Alan 
Gottlieb, are CEOs of the Center for the 
Defense of Free Enterprise (CDFE) in 
Bellevue, Washington. CDFE is granted 
credit for launching the wise use move- 
ment... Arnold is one of the most popular 
speakers on the wise use circuit, and his 
words often seem to be fueled with reli- 
gious zeal. And perhaps they are, if money 
worship counts as a religion." 

Classic wise use movement tactics in- 
clude setting up local pro-business, anti- 
environmental groups, harassing environ- 
mentalists, and advocating the use of 
threats and dirty tricks against us. This was 
rampant during the Redwood Summer days 
in Northern California in 1990 and can 
also be seen in the Cove/Mallard campaign 
in Idaho. The wise use movement whips 
up fear and hatred against Earth Firstlers, 
which often empts in violence against us. 
Its corporate sponsors include Pacific Lum- 
ber, Louisiana Pacific, Georgia Pacific, 
Weyerhaeuser, Macmillan-Bloedel, 
DuPont, Burger King, Coca-Cola and a 
host of other mining, oil and logging com- 
panies around the world. 

A couple of years ago, one of the most 
active wise use groups, People for the 


nothing to help stop it. In rural 
areas, local police agencies are usually tied 
to the dominant industry or corporation 
in the region, like Humboldt County's 
Sheriff Dennis Lewis, who testified during 
the notorious pepper spray trial that he 
has family members who work for Pacific 
Lumber Company and he once worked 
there himself. 

Local cops play a key role in stirring up 
violence against Earth Firstlers. When they 
ignore threats and violence against activ- 
ists, it sends the message that corporate 
thugs can do whatever they want to eco- 
defenders and face no penalty. During the 
summer of 1998, incidents of violence 
against EF!ers in the 
redwood region 
were on the rise, and 
we were reporting 
them to the local 
sheriffs, who of- 
fered no help. The 
death of David 
"Gypsy" Chain is a 
result of this kind 
of negligence by lo- 
cal law enforce- 
ment. Even after 
Gypsy was killed on 
September 17 of 
that year by a log- 
ger who felled a tree 
in his direction dur- 
ing a nonviolent 
blockade, the dis- 
trict attorney of 


Humboldt County refused to prosecute, 
offering the observation in his report, 
"Sometimes people die." 

What's even worse is when the local 
cops jump into the fray, as the Minnehaha 
Free State learned in December of 1998. 
Over 800 local police dressed in riot gear 
and wielding automatic and chemical 
weapons descended on the peaceful en- 
campment to stop a road project in Min- 
neapolis, Minnesota. You can hardly ex- 
pect protection from the same agency 
that would direct its deputies to smear 
pepper spray directly into the eyes of 
nonviolent protesters, as we have seen all 
over the country in ever-increasing num- 
bers. The real question is, who is going to 
protect Earth Firstlers from the police? 

If we take all this attention from the 
government as a sign of our effectiveness, 
then we are in good shape. There are a 
million and one more stories of police 
harassment and government repression 
aimed at Earth First!, far too many to relate 
here. There is an effort to compile a na- 
tional clearinghouse of anti-environmen- 
tal activities based in Boulder, Colorado. 
You can contact Betty at the Rocky Moun- 
tain Peace and Justice Center for more 
information at (303) 444-6981. 

Alicia Littletree is an organizer with 
Mendocino Earth First!. She is currently 
working on Judi Bari and Darryl Cherney's 
federal civil rights lawsuit against the FBI 
and Oakland Police which will go to trial in 
October 2001 . 


Judi Bari (in wheelchair) and supporters outside FBI headquarters, 

August 1990 
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Songs of Our Past and Present 

No revolutionary movement is complete without its poetic expression. If such a movement has caught hold of the imagination of the masses, they 
will seek a vent in song for the aspirations, fears and hopes; the loves and hatreds engendered by the struggle. Until the movement is marked by the 
joyous, defiant singing of revolutionary songs, it lacks one of the most distinctive marks of a popular revolutionary movement; it is the dogma of the 
few and not the faith of the multitude. 

— -James Connolly, 1907 


by Spring 

Having a listen and a boogie-down to two favorite Earth First! 
songs, one from the first decade of our movement and one from 
the second, not only gets your booty shakin' and your heart- 
thumping with burning vision, it also shows reflects who the 
movement is, where we've been and where we are now — even 
where we're headed. 

"Warrior of the Earth,” an oldie-but-goodie by Cecelia Ostrow, 
and Casey Neill's "Flaming Arrows" paint the picture of who we are 
and why we struggle. They (along with all our wonderful EF! songs) 
hold together our past, present and future. The message of both t 
songs is one of deep respect for the land alongside anger and 
sadness at its destruction. In their similarities, they show the 
binding, enduring thread of our philosophy over the past 20 years. 
Yet the two songs also are very different, illustrating the evolution 
of our tribe and our actions, culture and strategy. "Warrior" has a 
mellow, ballad-like drama to it, while "Flaming Arrows" churns up 
electric power-chord rhythms. "Warrior" is focused on Earth and 
her places that touch us deeply, our connection to the soil and all 
that springs from it. "Flaming Arrows" covers several political 
social and ecological issues (Native rights and struggle, the evils of 
the prison industry, defense of the wild ones), while telling a 
specific story of resistance. 

In our political efforts, just as in our personal relationships (as if 
there is a difference), we must engage in serious, honest, vulnerable 
self-reflection. If we wish to win liberation for the land, waters and 
all plants and animals (even the evolutionary mistake of humans), 
we've got to admit the painful, enjoy the bittersweet, and fight like 
hell. Music has always been the most powerful conduit for this. 
The EF! movement's music has been our lifeblood, our pulse, our 
tool of evolution. Twenty years full of songs, and the patterns and 
changes we see in them, should provide us the backbone for the 
challenges ahead. 

A Song from Our Past 

“Warrior of the Earth" was a powerful, much-loved anthem in 
the early years of Earth First!, singing out our movement's biocen- 
tric love of the wild. Though Cecelia isn't on the frontlines with us 
anymore, her rockin' tune has lived on through EF! song-swappin’ 
culture, being sung around many a modern-day campfire and 
blockade. After Over 10 years of the good ol' "folk process," some 
versions sung today have slightly different words, harmony and 
arrangement, but the passion and vision remain. Printed here are 
Cecelia's original lyrics and guitar chords. The chords are placed 
directly in front of the word or syllable of emphasis (meaning: 
where you should down-strum on your guitar). 

"Warrior of the Earth" by Cecelia Ostrow, from Warrior of the 
Earth, 1989 

(G)I came a(C)live in the (D)Cascade (C)Mountains 
(G)They taught me (C)how to (D)sing my (C)song 
(G)I know the (C)sound of the (D)rippling (C)forest 
(G)I know the (C)feel of (D)live (C)ground 
And when they come to cut the forest 
They cut my heart, they cut my flesh ( 

I don't know how to hold my sorrow W jfjjF 

I hold the memory... 

chorus: 

(G)I know the forest in the (D)dawn, I know the silver river's (G)song 
(G)Though they cut the forest (D)down, and I may have to walk a(G)lone 
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(G)Still the Earth will be my (D)power, for I know where I be(G)long 
(G)I am a warrior of the (D)Earth, I have the mountains in my (G)heart 
(G)I am a warrior of the (D)Earth, I have the mountains in my 
(G-C-D)Hearrrt. . . 

I have become a warrior of the Earth 
My heart is pledged to heal her 
I walk the mountains and the cities 
Teaching people to hear her... 
chorus (repeat last line several times) 

A Song from Our Present 

With "Flaming Arrows," Casey Neill puts to melody a patch in 
the quilt of our movement's more recent herstory, singing the tale 
of imprisoned (now free) Earth/animal liberation activist Rod 
Coronado. "Flaming Arrows" grinds out the raw rage and resis- 
tance of our struggle, depicting, as "Warrior of the Earth" does, 
our love of the wild, but also adds a more contemporary urban 
edge. Placed directly before the down-strum spot, the guitar 
chords shown here are a simplified, folkified version of those 
Casey composed for the song. It may sound a wee bit funky, but 
play around and you'll get it. You can try for that sweet punk-style 
dissonance by playing inversions of these chords with a drop D 
tuning. 

"Flaming Arrows" by Casey Neill, from Riffraff, 1995 

The (Gtt)coyote lifts her head and the (Em)deer's ears prick up 
Over (G#)canyon and city and (Em)plain 
(G#)Our brother is caught in the (Em)trap they set 
(G#)Do you know his name(Em)? 

(D)Defender of the leviathan from the (G)sting of the harpoon 
(D)Friend of the fox hunted (G)by the redcoat goons 
To the (D)children of Earth they (G)strike their blows 
But they (D)won't stop these wild seeds that grow... 

(A)Oh... 

chorus (mostly D w/ walkdown to C and B on 5th string as bass line): 
(D w/walkdown) We are howling out of the cages 
In the arms of eternity, my soul it rages 
My heart is crying, my spirit is on fire 
I've unleashed my demons and armed my desire 
(G)Aim high, aim true 
I (D w! walkdown) shoot these flaming arrows for you 
I shoot these flaming arrows for you 
With the bullet and the bible they came for the tribes 
Fighting to keep the tradition alive 
Helping the young ones stay away from gangs and alcohol 
The disenfranchised children backed up against the wall, backed up 
against the wall 

Cry freedom for the lynx, cry freedom for the mink 
Cry freedom for the wild ones driven to the brink 
For this we will fight until they cease 

Til all the animals and political prisoners have been released... 

Oh... 

chorus 

A hawk caught wounded, that's what they said 
He was driven off the rez and then arrested by the feds 
Another liberator in need of liberation 

Another beautiful soul shackled by our genocidal nation, genocida 
nation 

We are knocking the arrow, pulling hard upon the bow 

Setting it on fire and then letting it go 

May it burn forever, an end to the desecration 

May it burn for Rod Coronado and our enchanted relations, enchanted 

relations... 

Oh... 

chorus (repeat last line several times) 





A Spiritual Outlaw's Advice 
to Firebrands of the . 
Future Ml 


by Lone Wolf Circles 

For your sake and for the planet's 
sake, try not to indulge. Fulfill your 
highest purpose! Savor your youth, and 
invest in reality — you'll have time 
enough for illusions once you get older. 
If you're already older, it’s high time 
you started acting young! You have 
dreams you hardly share with anyone. 
Live those dreams! 

Remember that nobody, and nothing, 
is worth a shit if it ain't authentic. Watch 
out for any solutions that can either be 
sold or bottled, authorities and gurus 
who drive new cars, any intermediary 
standing between you and God or you 
and your own experiences. 

Remember to give equal time to both 
mourning and celebrating. If there is any 
sin, it's failing to feel and failing to act on 
one's genuine feelings. Expect a miracle. 
That miracle is you. 

Remember that life is a mixture of art 




Take " 

time to "be 
little" even if 
you think you're at an 
age where you need to be 
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thing it's 
not. Beware of 
jobs requiring uni- 
forms, or oaths of alle- 


and ritual, fueled by passion. Open up to 
the immediate pleadings of Spirit in or- 
der to create new rituals of your own. 
Recreate culture while you're at it. Re- 
establish primal tribe and a clan's codes 
of honor. Find a wild place you can love, 
and promise it a lifetime of protection. 

Always keep your promises. 

The world is a paradigm of giftings, 
and like the rest of creation, we live in 
order to give! All events, good and bad, 
are lessons. Remember to be grateful 
for them, but you can avoid stubbing 
your toe on the same rock twice. And 
never fritter away too much precious 
time explaining away your mistakes... 
just learn and go on! 



"wise" or "cool." Crawl around on the 
ground after interesting bugs. Look for 
animal shapes in the clouds, and don't 
worry if you get grass stains on your 
clothes. Better yet, go naked anytime 
it's not cold or you won't end up in jail 
over it. 

Stick to sports where you get to play. 
Remember that having toys is not the 
same as having fun. Swim in chemical- 
free water and in places where you're 
not supposed to be. Walk barefoot 
through clover. 

Find divine Creation and your place 
in it — in every blade of grass, in every 
home's backyard. But don't forget to 
make pilgrimages to truly wild places. 
Open up to the information and inspi- 
ration they provide, and subject your- 
self to the solitude that teaches you're 
never truly alone. 

Sweat your brains out, in sweat lodges 
with hissing rocks. Sweat building shrines 
out of striped granite. Sweat making love 
to your sweetheart. Focus solely on your 
lover when you are with him or her, and 
on no other food than that food which 
you're eating. Savor the nuances of life, 
being sure to spit out those parts that 
taste bad. 

Do beware of anything that plugs in, 
requires fossil fuels, brags about being "dis- 
posable," admits to being artificially col- 
ored or flavored or pretends to be some- 


giance to ideas you don't believe in or 
people you haven't met. 

Whatever is real and good, protect 
and nourish with all your might. It's 
always wise to avoid smoking, eating, 
snorting or watching on the boob-tube 
anything that deadens your awareness 
of the pain and bliss of life, or impairs 
your honorable responses. 

On the other hand, bravely explore 
anything and everything that increases 
the depth of sensation and the totality of 
Spirit, leading you through empathy into 
true connection and power. You are a 
part of the living Earth as much as your 
hand is a part of your arm. This Earth is 
sacred, and thus so are you. 

You were meant to be Medicine 
Women and Medicine Men! You have a 
destiny requiring your creative, volun- 
tary participation. And believe me, it's 
never too late to start... so long as you 
start right now! 

Lone Wolf Circles contributed well over 
100 pieces to the Journal between 1983 
and 1992, including his columns "The 
Poetics of Deep Ecology, ” "The Deep Ecol- 
ogy Soundtrack" and "The ReWilding." 
Dave Foreman originally groomed Wolf as 
a central EF! spokesperson before criticiz- 
ing him for attracting “hippies, gays and 
anarchists" to the movement through his 
Deep Ecology Medicine Show tours and 
broad outreach. 
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Twenty years ago, the EF! Journal and the movement it inspired 
burst upon the North American political scene like a whoopie 
cushion in a crowded cathedral. In the face of a rising right-wing 
reaction that ushered in Ronald Ray-gun's presidency in 1981, 
causing Lefties and liberals alike to retreat from progressive 
political involvement, EFlers took up the torch of radical activism, 
becoming the preeminent direct action movement of that de- 
cade. EFlers were bold, brash, and deliberately not "politically 
correct," but then as now, that was the source of much of the 
movement's appeal to radicals. The EF! movement defied all 
predictions and explanations to account for its phenomenal 
growth and development, and the very fact that it has survived 
and thrived for the last 20 years of world events is truly a miracle. 

Over the last 20 years, there have been at least three generations 
of EF! activists exhibited by the growth surges in the movement 
in the early 1980s, mid-late 1980s and mid-1990s. Each successive 
new wave of activists has been challenged by its predecessors for 
being anarchists and for being more anthropocentric than 
ecocentric. Indeed, the most recent generation of activists ap- 
pears to identify more with anarchism than with ecocentrism. 
However, from the very beginning EFlers have attempted to fuse 
anarchist politics with ecocentric philosophy in a decentralized, 
anti-hierarchical, anti-authoritarian social movement. 

Eco- Anarchist Foundations of EF! 

The EF! movement was born with an avowed purpose of 
subverting the dominant anthropocentric paradigm, and pro- 
moting a new ecocentric worldview. Anarchy was a vital but 
subconscious force in the beginning. Several of the so-called 
"founding fathers" of the Earth First! movement had strong 
inklings for anarchy; for example, Edward Abbey wrote his 

Master's thesis on "Anarchy and 
Non-Violence." Also, Bill 
Devall wrote some early 
influential essays in the 
Journal arguing for a 
natural affinity be- 
tween Deep Ecol- 
ogy and anarchy, 
and even intro- 
duced EFlers to 
Bookchin's so- 
cial ecology — be- 
fore Bookchin 
launched his re- 
actionary attack 
against EF! and 
Deep Ecology. 
More important 
than the beliefs of the 
movement's founders were 
the attitudes of the first generation of 
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EF! activists and organizers. From the very beginning, activists 
exhibited many anarchist ideals and natural impulses against 
authoritarian elites, formal organizations and bureaucratic insti- 
tutions. This political orientation dovetailed well with an ecocentric 
philosophical orientation that opposed corporate capitalism, 
urban-industrialism, the bureaucratic state and consumerist cul- 
ture for their roles in the oppression and exploitation of wild 
nature. This implicitly anarchist orientation of the movement's 
first generation greatly affected the initial rapid growth, early 
development and later splits of the movement. 



Dave Foreman originally intended the Journal to be available for 
dues-paying members only, but EF!ers scoffed at the thought of 
EF!'s requiring monetary dues or formal membership like main- 
stream environmental organizations. In a decisive meeting held 
in Eugene, Oregon, in 1981 — the first national gathering of EF! 
activists — the assembled group declared that, "There are no 
members of EF!, there are only EFlers. EF! is a movement, not an 
organization!" Both the Journal and the movement were open to 
all who believed in putting the Earth first and were willing to take 
direct action in defense of Mother Earth. The slogan, "EF! is a 
movement, not an organization!," expressed EFlers' anarchist 
antipathy toward static, bureaucratic models of organization and 
their desire for dynamic, activist modes of organizing. 

Much like the New Left movement of the 1960s and the radical 
feminist movement of the 1970s, EF! rapidly grew in the 1980s 
without a formal organizational structure, institutionalized lead- 
ership or central office. The movement mobilized a diverse and 
widely dispersed network of autonomous activists and affinity 


groups whose anarchistic organizations were temporary, infor- 
mal, egalitarian and leaderless. In this decentralized network of 
grassroots activists, the Journal served as a vital communications 
medium fostering internal exchanges of ideas on ecocentric 
philosophy, activist strategy and tactics, and provided each EFler 
with a sense of solidarity in belonging to a greater activist 
collective or social movement. 

Foremanista Reactions to Anarchy 

During 1986 the Journal enthusiastically featured a special 
debate over anarchy and its ecological implications, but the 
founders' early flirtation with anarchy abruptly ended 
following three events the next year. First, a 
small group of urban anarchists calling itself 
"Alien Nation" caused a major disruption 
at the 1987 Grand Canyon Round River 
Rendezvous by heckling Ed Abbey. 

The group criticized the "fascist ten- 
dencies" within the EF! move- 
ment, and argued that "a central 
power structure" was controlling 
the Journal and perpetrating "rac- 
ist, sexist, fascist ideologies." 

Simultaneously, Murray 
Bookchin launched a vitriolic 
polemical attack against Deep 
Ecology and the EF! movement 
at the national Greens confer- 
ence. Calling Deep Ecology a 
"black hole of half-digested, ill- 
informed and half-baked ideas 
filled with utterly vicious notions, " 

Bookchin particularly railed against 
the founding fathers, calling them 
"misanthropic, macho Daniel Boone 
types," among other nasty names. Fi 
nally, the anarchist newspaper, Fifth Estate, 
published George Bradford's long essay, "How 
Deep is Deep Ecology? A Challenge to Radical 
Environmentalism," in which he echoed Bookchin's 
charges that EF! was "reactionary, misanthropic and eco-fascist." 

These philosophical and political attacks by self-identified 
anarchists unfortunately caused an immediate reaction against 
anarchy by some first generation EF!ers. An outraged Foreman 
began warning about "too much diversity" in the movement and 
proposed a series of "litmus tests" to "define the parameters" of 
EF!. In his classic essay, "Whither Earth First!," he ranted against 
the "leftist, anarchist, humanist, class struggle types" who he 
claimed were diverting the movement from its ecocentric focus 
and detracting from its hard-core pro-wilderness image. However, 
instead of deepening the dialogue or sharpening the debate over 
anarchy and ecocentrism and EF!, Foreman used the Journal to 
denounce the "anarchist-leftist-Marxists" that he claimed were 
infiltrating the EF! movement! 

In hindsight, several of Alien Nation's critiques of Foreman’s 
Journal were later proven correct. While the EF! movement was 
radically decentralized, egalitarian and controlled by no single 
person or group, anarchists exposed the glaring contradiction 
that the internal operations and editorial content of the Journal 
were dominated by a centralized, hierarchical power founded 
on Dave Foreman's position as owner-publisher. When EF!ers 
started rightfully complaining about censorship of direct ac- 
tion stories and squelching the debate over anarchy, Foreman 
reacted defensively, proclaiming the Journal to be "an indepen- 
dently-owned newspaper within the broad EF! movement." 

This elitist power grab shocked EF! activists, particularly sec- 
ond-generation EFlers who had joined the movement in the mid- 


to-late 1980s. This new generation depended on the Journal as 
their vital link with the rest of the movement, providing inspira- 
tion and cross-fertilization of ideas for direct actions. Indeed, the 
Journal's readership rapidly grew in the 1980s not so much due to 
Foreman's eloquent editorials, but rather because of the heroic, 
thrilling action photos and stories that filled the pages of the 
paper. Repulsed by Foreman's infatuation with macho redneck 
cowboys, flag-waving patriotism and conservative 
conservationism, activists demanded accountability of the paper 
with the movement's radical activist base. EF!ers insisted that the 
Journal practice eco-anarchy in both the production 
and content of the paper. 

Joumalista Eco- Anarchy 

In the face of a rebellion from 
within, and following his ar- 
rest and conviction in an FBI 
sting operation, Foreman 
suddenly relinquished 
control of the paper. Fore- 
man, his Journal staff 
and several other first 
generation EFlers re- 
signed from the move- 
ment. Thus, the EF! 
Journal marked its 10th 
anniversary by report- 
ing on the "Great EF! 
Split." An EF! Activist 
Conference was con- 
vened in 1990 in Boul- 
der, Colorado, primarily 
as a crisis-response meet- 
ing to determine how to 
carry on publication of the 
EF! Journal , but also as a soul- 
searching forum to determine 
"What is EF!?" Ironically, the 
Foremanista split served to greatly re- 
new the sense of unity among the activists 
re- maining involved with EF!. The group decided to move the 
Journal to Missoula, Montana, where it was to be produced by 
rotating collectives of EF!ers recruited from all over the country. 

The new collectivist Journal structure was a clear move to resist 
any tendencies of ownership or control over the paper from 
developing with a new group. Also, the people working as 
Joumalistas had to be EF! activists, and few had any formal 
training or experience in journalism. This was in order to 
maintain direct accountability with the needs of frontline 
activists and grassroots organizers. But it was also a clear reflec- 
tion of EF!ers' anarchist, anti-elitist beliefs. It is very significant 
that for all the occasional misspelled words or outrageous 
articles that have been mistakenly (or stupidly) published over 
the years, for the last decade the Journal has been the publication 
of, for, and by EF! activists. 

Unfortunately, in trying to be inclusive and represent the 
extreme diversity of EFlers, and in a backlash against the 
kind of censorship that occurred during Foreman's reign, 
various collectives of Joumalistas allowed some rather stu- 
pid, violent, misanthropic and misogynist diatribes to be 
published in the paper. Some of these letters were suspected 
of being written by agents provocateurs, using the kinds of 
dirty-tricks developed in the FBI's COINTELPRO operations 
against radical organizations in the late 1960s and early 
1970s. These provocative letters and articles caused another 
upheaval among activists who demanded greater political 
accountability of the Journal to the movement. 
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In 1 992, when the conflict over the Journal was at crisis-level intensity, some 
EFlers in desperation and confusion, began to demand that the paper return 
to a structure based on a permanent, professional staff overseen by a single 
editor. The movement agreed to a special arrangement in which Mike Roselle 
would join the Journal and participate as an equal member of the rotating 
collectives, but had the special ability to break through consensus blocks in 
order to make decisions on the style and content of the paper. However, when 
Roselle moved on to other activist projects, some of the Journal’s critics began 
advertising for a new editor, one who would assume an explicit commanding 
role over the paper. 

This was totally unacceptable to the anarchist majority of EFlers. Opponents 
were philosophically opposed to hierarchy, and derided the notion of a single 
managing editor by referring to the job as an "Edidictator" (editor-dictator). 
Fortunately, after three grueling days of meetings at the Mt. Graham RRR, the 
movement came to consensus that the Journal would move to Eugene, 
Oregon, where it would continue to be published with an anarchist, egalitar- 
ian staff structure. 

In Eugene, the staff structure and production process would use the same 
model EFlers used in their direct actions and meetings: affinity groups and 
consensus process. The collective editorial staff would be comprised of EF! 
activists who came from all over the US and abroad. And there would be no 
authoritarian editor and no hierarchy of power. At its heart, the Eugene 
activists' proposal represented a reaffirmation of the Missoula community's 
initial vision for the Journal, and clearly displayed the movement's eco- 
anarchist organizational ideals. Given the paper’s reliance on temporary, 
volunteer and rotating staffs, it is fairly remarkable— and probably unique 
among internationally-distributed alternative publications — that the Journal 
has never missed a publication date in the last 1 0 years. Hey, who says anarchy 
can't work!? 


Libertarian and Communitarian Anarchy 



The Journal represents both the movement's highest level of unity and its 
greatest amount of diversity in matters of philosophy and practice. At its 
root, the "Great EF! Split" and various other conflicts within the movement 
and over the Journal represented philosophical differences over competing 
kinds of eco-anarchy. One view reflects an anarchist sensibility that is 

individualistic or libertarian; the 
other view reflects an anarchist 
vision that is collectivist or 
communitarian. 

On the one hand, the 
EF! movement is essen- 
tially an alliance 
among autonomous 
individuals and 
groups. Libertarian 
anarchy is dis- 
played by activists 
taking direct ac- 
tion based on 
their own situa- 
tions, issues, in- 
terests and desires 
without authori- 
zation (or even ap- 
proval) by other 
EFlers. On the other 
hand, EF! is more 
than a random col- 
lage of individuals 
or actions — it is a col- 
lective movement em- 
phasizing egalitarian, di- 
rect, democratic decision- 
making and unity in its in- 
ternal organization. 

Communitarian anarchy is dis- 
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played in the mutual aid and voluntary cooperation 
exhibited by affinity groups using consensus process. 
Libertarian and communitarian anarchy are com- 
plexly interwoven in EF!, accounting for much of the 
movement's creativity, diversity and dynamism. 

Conclusion 

The paradox of eco-anarchy in EF! is that it is 
responsible for some of the recurring internal con- 
flicts and splits, but also accounts for much of the 
unity and solidarity of the movement. Unlike the 
industrial mode of mass organization which grows 
by individuals conforming to charismatic leaders, 
grand strategies and correct party lines, eco-anar- 
chist movements like EF! grow by the proliferation 
of activism carried out by autonomous individuals 
and groups. Earth First! maintains its internal unity 
among activists through the ability to decentralize, 
diversify and fill niches. So-called splits can thus 
sometimes be functional to the movement by en- 
abling activists to work with people and issues they 
share affinity with, and avoid those that they do not. 

It is fairly obvious that the latest generation of 
EFlers strongly identifies with anarchism. The new- 
comers are more likely to wear black crusty cotton 
than green ecowarrior wool, and are pushing the 
concept of ecocentrism to include more struggles 
for social justice. Although some of the second 
generation activists privately express misgivings 
about the third generation's perceived anthropo- 
centric anarchism, they should remember that 
they, too, had to endure this accusation from first 
generation EFlers. Rather than dredge up the old 
Foremanista paranoia that the movement is get- 
ting infiltrated by anarchists, all generations of 
EFlers should recall their own anarchist desires and 
rebellious experiences, and welcome the energy, 
courage and commitment that the new generation 
brings to the movement. For all the internal stress 
it can bring, eco-anarchy is EF!'s greatest strength 
and the best hope for a future ecotopian society. 

Daktari actually got an advanced degree from a 
major American university for studying the theory 
and practice ofEF! activism. 




So You’ve Gotten Yourself Arrested... 
Now You Have to Face the Judge 


by Ramon 

Time for a brief review: 

A) You broke the law. 

B) You did it on purpose. 

C) You will be punished. 

D) You don't care. 

None of this means that you have to 
roll over like a dead sea lion. You've put 
yourself through all this to make a point 
and, unless the entire exercise was some- 
thing personal between you and your 
God, your trial is a good time to make 
that point loud and clear. 

Not that anyone will attend, you un- 
derstand. Your family will think you're 
a lunatic and won't want to be seen in 
the same zip code as you. Your friends 
will be far too busy. And the media, the 
Big-Time Media at least, will show up 
only if somebody gets killed or if you 
get arrested with someone famous. Here 
are some famous people you might con- 
sider asking: 

A) The president of the United States. 

B) The vice-president of the United States. 

C) The secretary of state. 

Whether you get Big-Time Media or 

not, a clever press release should enable 
you to reach an audience larger than 
the few retirees in the spectator section 
of the court. This is The Information 
Age, after all, and it's just possible that 
your story might be heard by more 
people than ever heard the stories of 
Pliny the Elder (AD 23-79). 

You also must speak out in court. You 
should waive your Fifth Amendment 
right to remain silent and go head-to- 
head with the prosecuting attorney. Be 
brilliant. Whatever the prosecuting at- 
torney asks, you can answer with a 
stirring plea for the preservation of the 
Natural Order of Things. If the judge 
intervenes and asks, "Can't you please 
just answer the question?," you answer 
him with a stirring plea for the preser- 
vation of the Natural Order of Things. 
In order to do this it will be necessary to 
pay no attention whatsoever to the 
advice of your lawyer. 

This might be difficult to do, espe- 
cially when your lawyer often appears 
quite impressive in court. At times, for 
example, you might notice your lawyer 
standing up and pronouncing brilliant 
phrases of his/her own such as: 
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A) "I object," and, 

B) "I object, your honor," and, when 
peeved, 

C) “Your honor, I must object]" 

Unfortunately, these outbursts usu- 
ally are due to some procedural error by 
the prosecuting attorney, not because 
your constitutional rights, like your na- 
tional forests, are being chopped to 
pieces. A typical procedural error is the 
use of the so-called "leading question" 
which your lawyer learned all about in 
law school during the required course, 
Objections 101. What happens is some- 
thing like this: 

Prosecuting attorney (to the cop 
who arrested you): "At that time were 
you then able to observe (your name) in 
the act of swallowing the key to the 
aforementioned lock securing the chain 
that tightly affixed (your name) and 
Secretary of State Madeleine Albright to 
the tree already identified as the 98 tree 
in question in the stipulation admitted 
as evidence as part of exhibit number 
378?" 

Your lawyer: "I object." 

Judge (without looking up from read- 
ing his mail): "Objection sustained. Re- 
phrase the question." 

Prosecuting attorney: "OK. What 
did you see?" 

The cop who arrested you: "At that 
time I was then able to observe (your 


ably be held in a federal court. If so, you 
will first be handed an official list of the 
charges against you. The cover sheet 
will look something like this: 

The United States of America 
vs. (your name) 
and 

Madeline Albright 

Be proud. The entire country against 
just you and Mother Earth. Who would 
have thought? 

With this there will be a lengthy docu- 
ment with a red cover titled "report of 
investigation — for official use only." It 
will reveal the witnesses who will testify 
against you and the evidence that will 
be used. None of this is important. 

What is important is this: It also may 
reveal your FBI number, something you 
didn't even know you had and some- 
thing you're going to want to show to 
your grandchildren someday. 

Back to the trial. The first thing the 
United States district court judge 
(USDCJ) or the United States magis- 
trate (USM) will ask you will be to choose 
to be tried before a USDCJ or a USM. 
Since your lawyer never mentioned any- 
thing about this, you should ask the 
USDCJ or the USM to explain the differ- 
ence. If you're prepared, now is the 



name) in the act of swallow 
ing the key to the afore 
mentioned lock secur- 
ing the chain that 
tightly affixed 
(your name) and 
Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright 
to the tree already 
identified as the 
tree in question in 
the stipulation 
admitted as evi- 
dence as part of ex- 
hibit number 378." 

Prosecuting at- 
torney: "Thank 
you. No further 
questions." 

Assuming the 
tree you hug is in a 
US national forest, 
your trial will prob- 
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time to have some fun. It may also help 
you get over any nervousness about 
speaking in a courtroom... 

You: "What's the difference?” 

USDCJ or USM: "There is no differ- 
ence." 

You: "Then why do I have to choose?" 

USDCJ or USM: "You have to 
choose." 

You: "Would the trial be in the same 
courtroom?" 

USDCJ or USM: "The trial would be 
in the same courtroom" 

You: "Do the same laws apply?" 

USDCJ or USM: "The same laws apply." 

You: "Are courtroom procedures the 
same?" 

USDCJ or USM: "Same procedures." 

You: "Are the sentences for convic- 
tion the same?" 

USDCJ or USM: "The same." 

You: "Then what's the difference?" 

USDCJ or USM: "There is no differ- 
ence." 

You: "Then why do I have to choose?" 

USDCJ or USM: "You have to 
choose." 

You: "OK, Which are you?" 

USDCJ or USM: "I'm a (fill in the 
blank)." 

You: "OK, what the heck; I choose 
you." 

By the way, you will not be tried by a 
jury of your peers. No, you will not. 
You will be tried by that USDCJ or USM 
unless you have committed what they 
call a “major crime.” Killing someone, 
for example, generally is considered a 
major crime but even though it surely 
will attract Big-Time Media, the prac- 
tice should be avoided. Believe me, 
you're in enough trouble already. The 
lack of a jury shouldn't upset you. Your 
federal district court judge, for example, 
is probably a perfectly competent presi- 
dential appointee. You remember 
Ronald Reagan, don't you. The presi- 
dent whose wife consulted astrology 
charts and then told him what to do 
and whom to appoint? 

During your trial, if you insist on 
answering every one of the prosecuting 
attorney's questions with that stirring 
plea for the preservation of the Natural 
Order of Things, the judge may threaten 
to hold you in contempt of court. Resist 
the temptation to announce that you 
have nothing but contempt for his/her 
court. It's been done. 

Finally, when all is done, when you've 
been convicted and sentenced, do not, 
I repeat, do not leap over the bar and try 
to shake the judge's (or magistrate's) 
hand with a "well done, old chap.” This 
isn't tennis and the United States fed- 
eral marshalls in the courtroom will 
shoot you down like the dog you are. 


THE DILLIGAF BAH, 
BONDS COMPANY 


by Ramon 

In the most central part of central 
Idaho is a small town named 
Grangeville. It is not a particularly 
pretty town, although the inhabitants 
seem to like it. Perhaps that's because 
there are no strip malls (yet), a mere 
two traffic lights and the teenagers 
only use drugs on weekends. The crime 
rate is low, unless you include domes- 
tic abuse, and the dogs don't bark all 
night. The people are all the same 
color, and that color is not black or 
brown. There are a couple of people 
considered to be yellow who run 
the only Chinese restaurant. 

The people who are con 
sidered to be red live on 
the reservation nearby 
and pretty much keep 
to themselves. That's | 
the one thing about 
Grangeville that stands 
out: everybody pretty 
much keeps to themselves. 

Taken in small doses 
one-on-one — say, the residents 
are kind and generous, and they get 
annoyed when they suspect that 
outsiders think of them as a bunch 
of inbred rednecks. 

Odd, then, that even the locals 
laughingly refer to their town as 
"Strangeville." 

The jail is a busy place (see "do- 
mestic abuse" above), and the bail 
bondsman is a busy man. He also is 
somewhat of a cynic, having cut his 
legal teeth as a United States immi- 
gration officer on the Texas/Mexico 
border. He retired with a small pen- 
sion, wandered into Grangeville, 
took one look around and set up 
shop as the DILLIGAF Bail Bonds 
Company. The owner of the other 
bonding company had recently re- 
tired so he was the only game in 
town. He prospered. 

When he heard that treehuggers 
were setting up camp in the forest 
nearby, he figured to prosper even 
more. After all, these people who 
advocated going to jail for trees must 
have significant financial backing, 
mustn't they? One of their organiz- 
ers, a retired life insurance salesman, 






was even rumored to be paying them 
$200 per week in addition to provid- 
ing all their food and supplies. 

Unfortunately, he soon found out 
that they were penniless, and that this 
was some kind of "idealism thing." 
Two more things were certain: 

A) They were clogging up the jail and 

B) Some of them wouldn't mind 
getting out. 

So he reached back to his memo- 
ries of the '60s, back to peace and 
love and all those things he'd be- 
lieved, back to a time that seemed 
never to have come to Grangeville at 
all, and decided to release them 
on their signature, on their 
word that they would show 
up for their court appear- 
ances. He was right ev- 
ery time; they always 
did. After all, wasn't go- 
ing on trial the whole 
idea of getting busted 
in the first place? Wasn't 
the courtroom, with the 
resultant media coverage, 
the place to expose the practices of 
the United States Forest Service? 

One day, one of Grangeville's two 
judges stopped him in the corridor 
outside his courtroom. He'd been 
meaning to talk to him, said the 
judge, sternly. Wasn't setting all 
these people free bad for business? 
And just what the dickens did 
DILLIGAF stand for anyway? 

A bail bondsman, in case you don't 
know, is an Officer of The Court. He 
doesn't exactly work for a judge, 
like a bailiff or a court clerk, but 
there is a pecking order and the 
bondsman isn't at the top of it. One 
has to watch one's P's and Q's. 

Then again, the two questions 
went to the very heart of why he 
named his company what he did. 
And he still had his US immigration 
service pension, didn't he? Weren't 
those treehuggers standing up for 
what they believed in? Whatever 
the consequences? 

He stood up straighter and looked 
the judge in the eye. Business is just 
fine, your honor; thanks for caring. 
And DILLIGAF is an acronym. It stands 
for "Do I Look Like I Give A Fuck?" 
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THE BOOTLEG EDITION 


A Few Controversial Graphics from Over the Years 


Editor's note: Every issue since the Journal's 
inception some readers somewhere wet their 
pants over something. Whether it is a con- 
troversial article, a spicy debate, a twisted 
graphic or even a manipulated photo, we 
hear about it over the phone or get nasty 
hate mail. It's part of work. But there are a 
few graphics that really stand out — a few 
that created a shitstorm no one could see 
through for weeks. Here's a handful of them. 
You be the judge. 
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HOT ONE BUCK STICK! 



continued from page 15 

entered a liberated territory. Several deep trenches were pains- 
takingly hacked out of the gravel road with pickaxes and 
shovels, and the road was strewn with dozens of barricades 
made out of piled rocks and logs. Monkeywrenching the road 
became a chief pastime, and nearly every visitor participated, 
creating many artistic barricades. 

The weeks dragged into months for the blockaders. All 
winter long heroic efforts were made to supply the camp by 
walking eight miles through deep snow on snowshoes and 
skis. But over that time Warner Creek became the gathering 
place for activists to join up and plan direct actions to defend 
other wild forests threatened by the Salvage Rider. Given that 
the nation’s environmental laws were suspended by the rider, 
timber sale appeals and lawsuits were 
literally outlawed. Conse 
quently, mainstream envi- 
ronmental organizations 
were rendered powerless 
and were almost useless in 
defending places like 
Warner Creek. But when en- 
vironmental laws are out- 
lawed, it takes environmental 
outlaws to uphold the law! EF! ac- 
tivists who had taken on the new 
name of "Cascadia Forest Defenders" 
provided the necessary organizing skills, 
tactical repertoire and audacious anar- 
chist spirit that enabled hundreds (perhaps 
thousands) of ordinary citizens to cross the line of legality and 
participate in nonviolent, direct action resistance at Warner 
Creek and throughout Cascadia. 

Inspired by the example of Cascadia Free State, numerous 
other free states were established on logging roads throughout 
the Northwest. However, none of these other actions had gone 
through the years of foundation work doing legal challenges 
and community organizing that enabled EFlers to create a 
sustainable community of resistance with widespread public 
support. Alas, one by one the other free states were raided and 
trashed by Freddie paramilitary troops. EFlers discovered that 
the Freddies were planning to raid Warner Creek during the 
Idaho Round River Rendezvous (RRR). Selflessly, EFlers headed 
back to Warner Creek (in some cases leaving the RRR just a few 
hours after arriving), and this so intimidated the Freddies that 
they aborted the raid. 

In 1996 Warner Creek had become the nation's poster child 
against the Salvage Rider, garnering front-page articles and 
photos in national newspapers. The Warner salvage sale had 
become a major butt-ache for the Clinton administration 
during the re-election campaign. Consequently, without much 
fanfare, the Warner salvage sale was ordered to be com- 
pletely withdrawn by presidential decree. Warner Creek 
was saved with not one black stick removed. This cam- 
paign was and is the only known example in which a fire 
salvage timber sale was completely withdrawn due to 
direct action that combined civil disobedience 
with monkeywrenching. 

To this day, Cascadia EFlers are trying to perma- 
nently protect Warner Creek by carrying forth the 
vision of Alternative EF to establish a 30,000-acre 
Fire Ecology RNA in the Warner burn. This work is 
devoid of the drama, adventure and glory of direct 


action, but it is vital that Warner Creek’s thriving natural 
regeneration be protected from future Freddie mismanagement. 

Part of being EF! often means being first among others to 
lead on a controversial issue and framing the issue in an 
ecocentric paradigm. EFlers did precisely that: They agitated 
for Warner Creek's protection not just for the right of charis- 
matic megafauna like the Northern spotted owl or charis- 
matic megaflora like old-growth Douglas fir, but also for the 
sake of so-called "low-lifes” like bark beetles and dead-and- 
dying trees to exist. Even more radical, EFlers advocated for 
the right of wildfires to exist, since they are a vital natural 
process in most forest ecosystems. 

Another important lesson in this campaign relates to Che 
Guevara's advice for revolutionaries: You must exhaust every 
legal, administrative, reformist avenue for making social 
change in order to gain public legitimacy for the 
necessity of using more radical and extra-legal strat- 
egies and tactics. Never underestimate the impor- 
tance of the power of the pen to prepare the ground 
for the pounding of a pickaxe! 

Finally, although many unique direct ac- 
tion techniques were invented during the 
Warner Creek campaign, seeds of this 
struggle could be gleaned from prior years of 
EF! activism. For example, the No G-O Road 
actions and the effort to stop the North Fork 
Roaring Devil Timber Sale near Breitenbush 
Hotsprings witnessed mass monkeywrenching 
of logging roads with people spontaneously 
building trench barricades out of rocks and 
logs. Shawnee Summer used a junked car as the main struc- 
ture for establishing a long-term occupation of a logging 
road. Several unique designs for bipods and tripods and lock- 
down devices were invented at Warner Creek, but the inspi- 
ration for those techniques came from earlier EF! actions. In 
short, the Warner Creek campaign represented both a unique 
phenomena that was also part of a continuum of EF! activ- 
ism going back nearly 20 years. Although the magic of the 
Warner Creek campaign cannot be replicated, its example 
continues to inspire direct action campaigns throughout the 
Northwest. Long Live Warner Creek! Long Live Cascadia EF!. 

Tahoma is a long-time EF! activistwho has been defending Warner 
Creek for the last nine years, and had a cameo appearance in the film 
pickAxe, which highlights the direct actions at Warner Creek. 
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The Pagan Spirit 

in the Earth First! Movement 


by Peggy Sue McRae 

The spirit of Earth First! rises out of the soil like the plaintive 
howl of a wolf. It dances in firelight adorned with feathers 
and mud to a heartbeat-drumbeat rhythm, pulsating and 
spinning like an expanding universe, like revolving coils of 
DNA, like a coiled rattlesnake preparing to strike. 

Earth First! is infused with an irreverent spirituality. The 
movement's spirituality is as diverse as its people 
but there are common bonds that unite us. 

There is recognition among us that na- 
ture is sacred and that we are part of 
it. We see the destruction of natu- 
ral systems caused by our own 
kind, and we take responsi- 
bility for defending the bi- 
otic community. We look 
beyond shortsighted self- 
interest to experience 
both the suffering and 
the joy of being part 
of a larger whole. This 
understanding of our 
place in the world 
puts us in accord with 
other nature-based 
spiritual systems 
around the world and 
throughout history. 

Mike Roselle told me 
that the Earth First! 

Journal was originally 
published eight times a 
year on Europe's Pagan 
nature holidays because 
Dave Foreman read Wiccan 
author Starhawk's book, The 
Spiral Dance, and thought it was 
kind of a cool idea. When I asked 
Foreman about that decision, he said, 

"It was silly and I've regretted it ever 
since." Pressed further, he went on to say 
the idea came out of wanting to recon- 
nect with pre-Christian European indig- 
enous roots. That does not seem silly to me, 
but I think my conversation with Foreman 
belies the discomfort 
that often accompa- 
nies an association 
with Paganism. But 
silly or not, Pagan- 
ism has remained a 
strain within Earth First! ever since. 

The word Pagan originally comes from the 
classical Latin word paganus meaning simply, 

"relating to a vi llag e, rural, it meant a person in civil life, a 
civilian." In other words, a regular citizen of a village or a 
country person. The word was not used derisively until the 
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medieval age when the Christian Church expanded its power 
and control throughout Europe. 

Initially, the church adapted to local nature-based reli- 
gions. Many Christian holidays are based on earlier Euro- 
pean Pagan celebrations. Yule at winter solstice became 
Christmas. Eostara, the spring equinox celebration of the 
Saxon fertility goddess Eostar, became Easter. But as the 
church gained authority, the wealthy came to see it as an 
institution they could use to consolidate their own 
power. The ruling classes embraced the Chris- 
tian Church. They occupied Europe's ur- 
ban centers; they read and spoke Latin, 
the language of the Church, and they 
began to increasingly control ru- 
ral communities. In the name 
of the Church, Europe's indig- 
enous people were persecuted 
with increasing aggression. 
They were forced to con- 
form to the dictates of 
Christianity in a holo- 
caust, the horrors of 
which continue to re- 
verberate today. This is 
how the word Pagan 
came to mean "uncivi- 
lized, unsophisticated, 
irreligious and primi- 
tive." But it still does 
not reveal why grown 
men find the spiritual- 
ity of their ancestors to 
be silly. The embarrass- 
ment that infuses explora- 
tions of indigenous European 
spirituality can be blamed on 
the evil twin of the Christian 
Church: Western science. 

The Church separated spirit from 
matter. The real Earth was no longer 
sacred; an imaginary heaven was. After 
medieval Europeans purged their culture by 
burning millions of their own native people 
(mostly women) to death at the stake, Euro- 
pean men discovered science. Thinking of 
themselves as objective and separate from 
the nature they observed, 
they measured, classi- 
fied and dominated 
their world. A nature 
devoid of the sacred 
was easy to classify, 
commodify, package and sell. It was the 
beginning of the industrial age as we know 
it. Philosophically, the rational mind was 
revered while the intuitive senses were disdained. 

Only since the latter part of the 20th century have women 
and brown-skinned people been let into the science club. For 





Maypole at Round River Rendezvous near the Big Lost River, Idaho, 1986 


centuries women and people with brown skin were thought 
by European men to be part of their objectified natural world. 
This explains why it is usually easier for women and people 
with brown skin to create nature rituals. We aren't supposed 
to be rational. But for a rational, scientific white man, it can 
be downright embarrassing to get caught talking to a tree. 
Giving white men some credit though, Earth First! would not 
have happened if four white guys hadn't gotten frustrated 
with the bureaucratic rationalizations of mainstream envi- 
ronmentalism and answered the call of the wild. 

Ritual is the basis of Pagan spirituality. Ritual unlocks the 
rigidity of the rational observing mind and requires our physical 
participation. It is how we connect with and pay respect to our 
place in the world, and it connects us to the biotic community 
that sustains us. In the Earth First! journal, Mabon 1989, Dolores 
LaChapelle wrote about the importance of ritual. "Most primal or 
indigenous societies around the world had three common char- 
acteristics: they had an intimate, conscious relationship with 
their place; they were stable "sustainable" cultures, often lasting 
for thousands of years; and they had a rich ceremonial and ritual 
life culminating in seasonal festivals. They saw these three as 
intimately connected." She goes on to critique Western European 
industrial culture. "We have idolized ideals, rationality and a 
limited kind of 'practicality,' and have regarded the rituals of 
these other cultures as, at best, frivolous curiosities. The results are 
all too evident. We've only been here a few hundred years and 


already we have done irreparable damage to vast areas of what we 
call the United States. As Gregory Batson notes, 'mere purposive 
rationality is necessarily pathogenic and destmctive of life.'" 

As children of the post-colonial-industrial age, Euro-American 
Earth Firstlers come together as a displaced tribe. Violently 
separated from our own indigenous roots, we struggle to estab- 
lish our sense of place. Because nature-based spirituality is 
specific to place, it is tempting for us to look to the rituals of 
Native Americans. Sometimes these traditions are generously 
offered, but unfortunately, due to the political fact of the bloody 
European conquest of this continent, our adoption of American 
tribal traditions is more often deeply resented. 

In the words of drummer and poet Lone Wolf Circles, "We're 
called to walk in the footsteps of our Earth-honoring ancestors, 
and not always by replicating their rituals, but by doing what 
they did : opening to personal revelation and direct experience of 
spirit as manifest through place. Creating rituals of connection 
and gratitude that reflect our contemporary condition, who and 
where we are right now." Of the importance of creative ritual to 
the movement he says, "One of my roles was to always remind 
folks of the emotional, spiritual reasons for spending 15-hour 
days on lawsuits or risking arrest on a barricade." 

Choosing wild places that are threatened and devoting 
ourselves to defending them brings something back to us that 
our greater society has lost. Our campfires, our wild dances, 
our times alone in the forest and the desert feed our souls. Out 
of necessity we have created our own rituals and traditions. 
"Look out! Here comes a naked amoeba!" 

Saving the planet is serious business, but it should be a joyful 
undertaking too. If we fight to save wild nature without recogniz- 
ing the wild nature within ourselves we lose our birthright to 
participate in the dance. We may feel like dispossessed refugees 
of corporate capitalism, but we are still an indigenous people. 
Celebrating the feast days of our ancestors not only connects us 
to the ancient traditions of our indigenous heritage, these 
celebrations mark seasonal rotations in patterns over time. They 
connect us to our present environments by observing universal 
passages of fertility, life and death. 

When we dance around our campfires, we are the Earth 
revolving around the Sun. Under the expansive curving 
arm of the Milky Way we sense our ancestors in the helix of 
our own genetic patterning. Through Pagan ritual we sus- 
pend self-conscious rationality in order to rely on the true 
reality of our senses, get in the 
groove, and ride that perfect 

raling dance of life. 

A contributor to the Earth 
First! Journal since 
1990, Peggy Sue 
authored the Pagan 
Blurb, edited the 
Eco feminist 
Blank Wall 
and served as 
a short-term 
editor in both 
Missoula and 
Eugene. She 
was a jailbird/ 
peace Nazi for 
the Cove/Mallard 
campaign and a 
Sea Turtle at the 
WTO in Seattle. Peggy 
Sue also created all the 
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Twenty Years of The Radical 
Environmental Journal 


continued from 
page 13 
"A few words 
on this issue are due. 
At the RRR this summer, some critics 
called for a more open policy towards 
letters and argumentative essays. In this 
issue we have incorporated that sugges- 
tion, and it has left very little space for 
wildlife and wilderness.” 

Kris Sommerville added, “I have not 
been convinced to stay. The basic philo- 
sophical disagreement within the EF! 
movement (biocentrism, i.e., wilderness 
vs. anthropocentrism, i.e., social issues) 
and the latest incendiary brawl over 
content and staff of the Journal have 
pushed me over the edge. I hereby re- 
nounce my position as business man- 
ager of EF!J and my standing as a mem- 
ber of the board of directors for Earth 
First! Journal Inc., effective no later than 
the end of the year.” 

Dale Turner weighed in with a simple 
goodbye. "With a mixture of regret and 
relief, I too offer my resignation, effec- 
tive at the year’s end.” 

Dave Foreman and Nancy Morton's 
infamous "Good Luck Darlin'. It's Been 
Great” piece ran, and merchandise man- 
ager Nancy Zierenberg's angry critique of 
the "split" finished off the goodbyes with 
flare. "I started this letter several weeks 
ago. I felt the need to just say 'no!' then, 
and fight to keep the Journal as I know it, 
alive and well. After giving it plenty of 
thought, thinking about the amount of 
time and effort it will take to reconstruct 
a new Journal team that I would want to 
work with, and the effort to set up a 
whole new corporation or working out- 
line, I decided that I was not up for it." 

The Boulder Activist Conference 

I got a call in fall 1990 asking if I 
would be willing to travel to Boulder, 
Colorado, for an emergency meeting 
about the movement. Rumors ran wild 
that Earth First! was over. 

By then, a new radical, eco-anarcho 
tabloid, and Dave was going to terminate 
the Journal. Live Wild or Die was thriving, 
publishing many of the articles, letters 
and snippets that the Journal refused. It 
was shocking proof that there was cen- 
sorship taking place at the Journal. 

Eighty of us gathered on the University 
of Colorado campus to discuss our goals 
and the continuation of the Journal. Dale 


Turner was the only retiring staff mem- 
ber to join us at the meetings. 

The gathering opened on a light note 
when an honorary member of the Revo- 
lutionary Ecoterrorist Pie Brigade filled 
two pie shells with whipping cream and 
placed them in the center of the circle as 
an inducement to keep people from talk- 
ing too much. 

Nowadays, almost every gathering has 
a get-together to mull over "what is Earth 
First!?" but this was my first. It was an 
awesome array of freaks and geeks argu- 
ing long and hard about beliefs and life 
and love. Homophobia, racism, sexism, 
classism and other "isms" were staunchly 
disavowed, as was the exclusion of any- 
one from the movement. The movement 
was moving, and we were there to discuss 
it. The long and honest talk led us to 
agree on a few basic principals: The Earth 
must be first; biocentrism, biodiversity 
and wildness are central themes; No com- 
promise in defense of Earth; and action 
need be taken. We could not consensus 
on a fifth principle: nonviolence. 

We loudly reminded ourselves that 
anyone who speaks in the name of EF! 
speaks only for themselves. The move- 
ment has no leaders or a spokespeople. 
We decided we were still a strong move- 
ment, and we would carry on no com- 
promise defense of Mother Earth with- 
out the beer-swilling rednecks. The Earth 
First! Journal would continue on our terms. 

Three groups came forward with pro- 
posals to produce the EF!J: Wild Rockies 
EF!, Colorado EF! and the Big River Ac- 
tion Group. Each gave a presentation on 
format, structure and the purpose of the 
Journal, as well as their qualifications. 
Wild Rockies, using crowd pleasing charts 
and graphs and proposing a revolving 
editorial collective walked away with the 
overwhelming responsibility of produc- 
ing the new EF!J. 

Movin' to Missoula 

The visionary and over-educated Wild 
Rockies crew stepped up to produce the 
paper with an inconsistent style that would 
drive the movement positively crazy over 
the next two and one-half years. 

It was winter of 1991, and I was posing 
as a University of Montana student to 
please my parents, but was spending 
much more of my life on the road as an 
activist. I had cheered loudly at the Ac- 
tivist Conference when the movement 
chose us to host the paper, and I was 



excited 
about vol- ' 
unteering. I 
remember feel- 
ing panicked but 
elated as the editorial staff arrived in 
Missoula with one little computer, some 
merchandise and a bunch of back issues 
reluctantly relinquished by the former 
staff. The ex-Joumalistas had up-and-quit 
in one big tantrum, refusing to relin- 
quish the subscription list. 

Carla Neasel, Tim Bechtold, Bill Bob 
Haskins, Gaby Barrett and David Varmint 
immediately buckled down and produced 
one hoppin’ paper out of the tiny living 
room of the Flickory House, the EF! crash 
pad in Missoula. The masthead returned 
to "The Radical Environmental Journal," 
and the front page was engulfed in stories 
about the Persian Gulf War. The pages 
were chock full of irreverent humor, un- 
patriotic graphics and hunt sabotage ar- 
ticles. I remember giggling about Dave 
and his hunting buddies reading some of 
the articles that issue. 

The editors statement on page two 
defined the new status of the paper: "We 
cannot continue to claim that the paper 
is simply an independent voice within 
the Earth First! movement; if it were so, it 
would yet be a voice so loud that others 
could scarcely hear. We are committed to 
giving voice to all parts of radical envi- 
ronmentalism, as we affirm the value of 
all parts of the natural world. We will 
attempt to give a place for the whole 
movement to speak to and for itself. 
While the values of the wild are at the 
heart of our project, this paper will not be 
primarily about wilderness and 
biodiversity. It will be about defending 
wilderness and biodiversity. When the 
powerlines fail, we will stop printing the 
paper. It should no longer be necessary. 
Until then, we will do all we can to give 
this movement a way to make itself stron- 
ger and bring us towards rebalancing." 

The paper could afford an office after 
a few months and moved downtown to 
a seedy little hole-in-the-wall above a 
fried-pork-belching Chinese restaurant 
on one of the few busy streets in 
Missoula. It was a rather hellish place to 
contain the entire Earth First! Journal 
operation. This included Bill’s photo 
lab, merchandise, T-shirt printing tables 
and supplies, computers, back issues and 
all the lowbaggers who came with the 
paper. Some of them, usually short-term- 
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While the Journal was located in Missoula, the pages often became a place for heated debate over issues such as 
the validity of banner hanging. Two Earth Firstlers have their revenge on Sea Shepherd after Captain Paul 
Watson said Earth Firstlers are nothing but a bunch of lily-livered banner hangers. 


ers, lived there as well. 

When Allison Slater came 
onto the staff, she was 
smart enough to ride her 
bike to the woods to sleep. 

Revolving Editors 

A few other individuals 
stepped in to oversee the 
paper: Bill, Tim, Carla and 
the steady Mary Lou. 

Soon came Erik, James 
and Allison. Each issue 
they ensured that the pa- 
per made it to the printer. 

Everyone involved had 
equal editorial input and 
received equal pay. The 
staff rotated. Often there 
was no one who had 
worked, (or even read) the 
previous issue. 

According to the pro- 
posal for the paper from 
the 1990 RRR, anyone 
could come and be an edi- 
tor on the paper. The only 
qualifications were that 
you be an Earth Firstler who was rea- 
sonably aware of the local and national 
controversies surrounding wilderness 
destruction, was aware of the role EF! 
plays in halting the destruction and in 
expanding the wilderness, demonstra- 
bly dedicated to direct action, and was 
basically literate. 

The format, content, style and feel of 
the paper varied, a lot, as editors came 
and went. There was no continuity and 
no accountability, but there was bitter, 
creative beauty. Some editorial crews 
understood computers, others did not. 
It was difficult to tell who belonged in 
the office and who did not. I remember 
when Jake Jagoff and Mike Roselle re- 
turned from a hard night of drinking 
passed an unfamiliar young man in the 
hallway of the overcrowded office. They 
said howdy and went off to sleep, gig- 
gling about the new worthless hippie 
in the office. The next morning they 
discovered that the guy was robbing 
the office and had walked, full-pock- 
eted, right past them. 

More than most would like to admit, 
the Journal mirrored our movement at 
the time. Arguments raged in the paper. 
Tree spiking, animal rights, cow killing 
and banner hanging were chewed up 
and spit out, unfettered and uncon- 
strained by "oldguard" baggage. It was a 
time of tremendous growth in which 
everyone in the movement was forced 
to participate. Northern California ac- 
tivists became angered over the brash, 
drunken monkeywrenching attitudes 


conveyed by the Wild Rockies camp, 
and in turn, by the paper. Ecotopia EF! 
made every effort to rescind all support 
for the paper. 

In a 1992 article about the Journal, the 
staff conveyed the feeling of confusion: 
“Will the Journal survive? And in what 
form? Will the editorial collective struc- 
ture be retained or will it be replaced by 
a permanent staff? Will a guiding phi- 
losophy (party line) be established for 
the movement and the Journal, and if so 
by whom? How will continuity of such 
philosophy be implemented and main- 
tained without creating a Sierra Club 
bureaucratic rigidity? 

"Does the freedom thus gained give 
each editorial collective the untrammeled 
right to publish whatever it pleases? In 
short, there are obvious limitations to 
the topics that should appear in the Jour- 
nal." They answered themselves: "While 
we do not need to become obsessed with 
the finer distinctions, we need to articu- 
late a statement of mission. But this edi- 
torial collective decided that it was not 
up to us, or any collective, to articulate a 
statement of mission." 

The 1992 RRR produced a solution, a 
compromise between the Wild Rockies 
and Northcoast EF!: Hire a single editor, 
someone accountable, who could be 
called on the phone and bitched at; a 
single person to stand at the head of the 
table and call the shots. The group chose 
a person on Northern California's team 
to moderate those radical Wild Rockies 
editors — Mike Roselle. He had been an 


editor, writer and artist in the paper, as 
well as a movement co-founder, and thus 
made him just the activist the movement 
was looking for. 

Mike Steps In It 

This as it turned out simply was not a 
good idea. Soon after taking his place at 
the top of the heap, Mike began to rule. 
As one might expect, the masses re- 
sponded poorly. No one listened to 
Roselle, who was more often than not 
referred to as the Editor in Absentia. At 
one point he asked Don Smith, a Colo- 
rado activist, to step in to fill his big 
shoes. The movement responded very 
negatively, and in May 1993 both Mike 
and Don resigned from the pages of the 
Journal: "As editor and long-term staffers 
for the Earth First! Journal, we have con- 
sistently supported an editorial policy 
that we believe would bring improve- 
ments to the paper, improvements we 
consider necessary if the Journal is to 
expand its readership and continue pub- 
lication. These guidelines, however, have 
not had adequate support from many 
involved directly and indirectly with the 
Journal. Consequently we are not able to 
do our jobs and have chosen to resign." 

Many branches of the movement 
agreed with Mike, believing that their 
guidelines were not being followed ei- 
ther, that the Wild Rockies had hijacked 
the movement's paper and that it was 
high time for another move. 

continued on page 108 
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The Corporate Exploitation Paradigm 




by Karen Coulter 

Root of the Problem 

"Radical" means "arising 
from or going to a root or 
source" and "favoring or ef- 
fecting revolutionary 
change.” A "no compro- 
mise” stance means getting 
to the roots of a problem to 
enact systemic (revolution- 
ary) change and not twid- 
dling around with a corrupt 
corporate dictatorship 
through "reforms" or regu- 
lation. However, most of the 
early actions I did with Earth 
First! were more about tar- 
geting the Freddies and get- 
ting between loggers and 
trees than about waging a 
campaign against the corpo- 
rate exploitation paradigm. 

I was exposed to a more 
comprehensive analysis of 
corporate control outside EF! 
in 1993 and started focusing 
on using corporate rule as a 
handle for trying to get a 
real grassroots nonviolent 
revolution going against 
neoliberalization, corporate 
globalization and the very 

ingrained system of corporate governance in the US. 

My partner and I brought the slogan "End Corporate Domi- 
nance" to EF! and tried to get activists to focus on dismantling 
the mechanisms of corporate control rather than tackling each 
corporate abuse and each corporation separately. The EF! 
movement was fertile ground, but the effort to get activists to 
focus on corporate governance is still ongoing. Old activist 
habits die hard; the corporate media is always 
feeding people competing messages, and there's 
always an immediate crisis that gets in the way of 
work on the bigger picture. However, as evi- 
denced by the WTO and IMF/World Bank pro- 
tests, more people across the world are re-fram- 
ing their activism to address the current reality in 
a more comprehensive way. 


Masked up and prepared for action, 


and kids wielding cardboard monkey 
wrenches). That helped ignite the big 
split in EF! when the majority wanted to 
address the root causes of the loss of 
wilderness and other serious ecological 
and social problems as a whole. The 
Foremanistas wanted to just save wilder- 
ness without those other complications. 

Getting past the confines of the sys- 
tem has been a strong point for EF!. 
Direct action is an EF! niche that is 
valuable when too many other envi- 
ronmental groups are either too naive 
or too bought into the system to see 
that every movement that has 
achieved systemic change in his coun- 
try has had to step outside the prevail- 
ing norms and laws. However EF! has 
been stuck in tactical ruts, confining 
creativity to a plethora of blockading 
techniques, rather than honestly as- 
sessing whether we're meeting our 
goals that way and developing long- 
term strategic campaigns. 

| Let's not wait until another WTO, 
-? IMF or World Bank comes to town — 
1 there are plenty of other examples of 
§ corporate governance quietly operat- 
~ ing from its offices in the US every day 
without any visible opposition or ex- 
posure. These institutions include the 
a demonstrator in Seattle Business Round Table, the Trilateral 
Commission, Export Credit Agencies, 
the Federal Reserve Bank and many others. (A corporate 
governance primer will be released soon by End Corporate 
Dominance, HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830.) 

Earth First! has organically developed an alternative, revo- 
lutionary culture with its own identity, music, poetry and 
"ourstory." Creating alternative culture is an essential ele- 
ment to struggle for revolutionary change which is sadly 


Anti-Imperialist Earth First! 

We were on the right track when EFiers re- 
jected the use of the American flag as our symbol 
at the 1989 Round River Rendezvous (RRR), be- 
cause it's such an obscene, blood-soaked tool of 
genocide and ecocide to the rest of the world. 
Judi Bari played taps on the fiddle while three EF! 
women respected the flag's owner by folding it 
up in the traditional way. Then we burned our 
own flag and hung it on a juniper tree with a big 
sign saying why we removed the original flag. 
We danced our flag into the ground in the first 
RRR tribal dance (picture naked, dusty bodies 


Alps m the streets during anti-World Trade Organization marches, Seattle 1999 
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Versus Anti-Imperialist Earth First! 


lacking in most environmental and social change groups in the 
US. It is important not only to debunk mainstream consump- 
tive, imperialistic, racist and anthropocentric values, 
but to live the difference, creating an alternative 
culture that others will want to join. Dave Fore- 
man used to be supportive of EF! as an evolving 
complete culture, but then the Foremanistas 
balked when this counter-culture evolved be- 
yond their original vision, adapting to 
the needs and expanding perception 
of changing times. 

Most environmental groups are 
hopelessly anthropocentric, inter- 
ested in the benefits ("resources") 
that nature provides to humans 
while not standing up for the intrin- 
sic rights of other species and for eco- 
logical integrity. Instead, many organi 
zations are content on saving a pretty 
place here and there and don't get around 
to the systemic ecological problems until 
they become so pervasive that they threaten 
the human species. This attitude and lack of 
deep understanding will carry over into the 
design of any new society built on the ashes 
of the corporate regime unless we play an 
active role in the process of growing a 
new equitable and biocentric society. 

A Plan for the Future 

Things that need to be done 
may not be typical EF! activism 
but need our support and en- 
couragement. These include 
self-governance initiatives 
and providing alternatives - 
to corporate dependency 
(e.g. community-sponsored 
agriculture and media, co- 
ops, worker collectives, barter 
fair networks, community cur- 
rency, and clean, renewable en- 
ergy and technology). We 
need to consider new tools 
that may be far more effec- 
tive than battling regulatory 
agencies or fighting in the 
courts (shields for cor- 
porate power). These in- 
clude state constitu- 
tional amendments, 
township/city /county 
ordinances and long-term, 
corporate charter-revoca- 
tion campaigns and use 
of a variety of grassroots- 
organizing tactics against 
contemporary mechanisms 
of corporate governance and glo- 
balization (e.g. against multilateral de- 
velopment banks, industry-sector advisory 
committees, etc.). 


The street protests, direct action, economic sabotage, anti- 
PR campaigns, boycotts etc., are needed too, but let's not 
forget to think creatively beyond these "boxes" we 
create for ourselves, including reactive direct 
action boxes. 

While we are dismantling the system, we need to 
encourage liberation from the corporate 
colonialization of our minds for far greater num- 
bers of people — social alternatives like unplugging 
from pacifying technology, workplace democracy, re- 
building union strength, community mutual aid net- 
works, town meetings, community-based child care 
and elderly care, etc. There's a role for everyone in 
ending corporate rule because we must simulta- 
neously create a new society as we dismantle 
the existing oppressive regime. If we don't do 
this, any revolutionary "victory" will only be a 
democratic moment lasting a week or a day 
until people go back to their jobs, paying their 
rent to this feudal system, giving up mean- 
ingful lives and cultural ideals for the illu- 
sion of security and stolen wealth. 

There's a lot of brain-washing that 
needs to be stopped and basic values that 
need to be instilled. In a way this struggle 
is immense, and in another way it is very 
simple since it boils down to grassroots 
organizing. Our multi-issue struggle can 
be distilled to an overarching framework 
of thought and fairly unified goals and 
strategies to guide our actions. We still 
need to keep the trees standing, but what 
good is that if eventually we move away 
or die, and it's all destroyed anyway? 
Or what if the community living 
near the trees decides to cut them 
down because their basic value sys- 
tem hasn’t changed? We had to 
make old-growth forests and biodi- 
versity household terms in the '80s as 
we fought to save them. We lost most 
of the forest we were defending then, 
but those efforts saved a lot of 
the currently existing 
forest by changing the 
political climate. 

A lot of people seem 
to be looking for a magic 
button to push to end 
corporate rule as if it's an 
unprecedented situation 
that calls for a novel re- 
sponse. Actually, it's a very 
old problem that has just 
gotten much worse be- 
cause we haven't kept 
track of it and tack- 
led it head on. 
Karen Coulter is an untiring 
proponent of wilderness preservation as well as 
a staunch opponent of globalization. She has a wonderful view 
from her tipi in the Eastern Oregon mountains. 
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Taking Aim With the Bioti 


by Agents Apple and Shoo-fly and Coconut Custard 

Little is known about the true origins of the Biotic Baking 
Brigade (BBB). Some say it grew out of the Whiskey Rebellion in 
the late 1700s in Pennsylvania; others say it began in a feud 
between two bakeries in Paris during the mid- 1800s. However, 
after much painstaking research, our agents have uncov- 
ered the first known account of the pastry uprising. 

Set in Habsburg Dynasty Spain in the early ^ ^ IN 
1600s: Philip IV, who succeeded to the 
throne in 1621, preferred culture to poli- 
tics, and allowed Gaspar de Guzman 
conde de Olivares to run the govern- 
ment. Olivares' efforts to increase 
taxation and conscription led to 
revolt in 1640, first in Catalonia 
and then in Portugal. 

A small group of bakers were fed 
up with Olivares and formed an 
underground resistance group 
called La Brigada Biotic de la 
Homada. They plotted an attack on 
Olivares, and in a show of solidarity 
with Portugal and Catalonia, they T . 
made their move late one evening 
when he was entertaining the Prince of 
Austria, another member of the Habsburg 
Dynasty. The bakers posed as royal chefs, 
and just as dinner was being served they deliv- 
ered him his just desserts. The agent yelled ";De 
Portugal de nuevo a la gente!" (Give Portugal back to 
the people!) as she hurled the pie directly into 
Olivares' face. 

Since this action, numerous pies have been tossed in 
many deserving faces, all around the world. What follows below 
is an account of the BBB's origins within Earth First!. 

The story begins with a mud-slinging contest in the hallowed 
pages of the EF! Journal after a few folks said they would have pied 
Ed Abbey had the chance arisen: 

Dear Shit fer Brains... May 1, 1989 
Dear Comrades, 

Amidst the mourning and merry-waking [sic], we make this 
warning: The Biotic Baking Brigade of jMirth First! first 
formed with the intention, among others, of 
delivering a lovely refried-bean pie unto 
the venerated visage of the late lamented 
author [Ed Abbey], However, he 
has since slipped our slap- 
stick and is beyond the 
range of even more accu- 
rate pie-flingers than 




the Relentless Fanatic. Heaven and Hell alike may turn him 
back at the border but the Earth will digest him as it does all. 
The frijole torte remains. It waits for the face of bigotry and 
fascism to show itself again, or for the crassest eulogist to the 
"anarchist" who loved borders. Nopale Ed knows no limits 
now. Neither do we. 

Simply, 

— Simon "Chico” Zapotes and BBB, |Mirth First! 

Dear Shit fer Brains... June 21, 1989 
Dear Cranial Feces, 

To paraphrase Merle Haggard, "If 
^ you're runnin' down Ed Abbey, 
man, you're walkin’ on the fightin' 
L side of me. "I direct this comment 

p to "Simon 'Chico' Zapotes and 
yj BBB, jMirth First! " your letter last 
W Journal crossed the line. Ed Abbey 
IW was my friend, and a great man. 
’ I'm honored to have known him 
and am angered by those preten- 
hrt tious juvenile ideologues who in- 
suit his name. Come forth! Identify 
yourselves, you cowardly scum, and 
take responsibility for the slime which 
\ leaks from your ideologically enslaved 
brains to your slovenly pens. 

, I hope to meet you in some dark 
lonely place. Soon. 

For the Earth First!, 

— Howie Wolke, Darby, MT 

Dear Shit fer Brains... September 22, 1989 
Dear EF! & Howie, 

In response to your letter in the last Journal, the Revolution- 
ary Ecoterrorist Pie Brigade has this to say: To set the record 
straight, we are in no way affiliated with the Biocentric 
Baker's Brigade! (BBB) [sic]. We purged that faction for their 
deviationist ideology, revisionist interpretations of the Unas- 
sailable Doctrines and for their vanguardist tendencies. They 
engage in petty boulangerie hooliganism for the furtherance 
of their hidden agenda and are usurpers! They dared to mock 
Betty-Crocker-Thought with their infantile propaganda! We 
have nothing to do with such counterrevolutionary deca- 
dence. We, the REPB, are the leading proponents of culinary 
terrorism and have mastered the science of Pastry Revolution. 
We are preparing to lead the masses on to Global Ecological 
Paradise using their Historically Available Instrument of eco- 
meringue and pretentious ideology. We have the correct line 
on The-Way-It-Is, and anyone who is offended by this letter 
deserves to be! 

— Chairman Mikal, REPB 
P.S. No, Howie, I didn't write either the BBB or jMirth First! 
letters if you might possibly be thinking that. However, it was 
Simon "Chico” Z, myself and another who originated the idea 
of giving Abbey a frijole pie! And he would've loved it! Too bad 
we never got the chance. But, oh well, there are other deserving 
faces... (if you know what I mean). 
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Rhubarb Tart takes aim at Eugene, Oregon, Mayor Jim Torrey. 


Dear Shit fer Brains... September 22, 1989 
O Brave Beloved Biotic Compadres, 

Suffer me speech a short span whilst I return the glove which 
one of our fellow EF! followers has foolishly flung at my feet. 
Howie Wolke of Darby, MT, seems to have a beef about my last 
letter. Apparently the late Prosaic Laureate of ecocentrism is a 
sacred cow, and Howie has moved into the ring to defend him, 
while I remain in the shadows. I mistook him for a sacred clown. 
The value of sacred clowns, of mudhead kachinas in their 
mudpie kitchens, is that by ruthlessly criticizing everyone they 
allow us finally, after the mud has settled, to embrace each other 
honestly, knowing fully who we are. Especially because we are 
constantly challenging loggers and other industrial addicts to 
fundamentally change their lives, we should ourselves be will- 
ing to accept challenges to our fundamental behaviors, such as 
diet and relationships. Blind tolerance such as some have 
preached will only result in a false calm until our docility is 
disrupted by a panicked intolerance and we are stampeded to 
slaughter. Sacred clowns 
try to wake the herd up 
before we get to the cliffs. 

Why, then, do I remain 
outside the firelight? 

Anonymity is essential 
to sacred clowns, so the 
laughing stock responds 
not to them but to the 
issues. (My beckoning 
boxer is far beefier than 
I, and I doubt I would 
find his fighting side 
much prettier than his 
wit.) Moreover I do not 
stalk prey in the open; I 
like to stay hidden on 
the edges. There are oth- 
ers here in the brush, and 
a good reason why many 
of us use different names 
is so They (the industrial 
steering committee) 

Won't know quite who 
or how many we are. And 

when you’ve hunted yourself it makes sense to stay in the 
Woods. Finally, I find the names I choose myself certainly as real 
as my legal, Christian name. I am an ambling mammal labeled 
numerous names. Amongst others, 

I remain truly, 

— Simon "Coyote" Zapotes 

P.S. Howie: I'm not who you think, i.e. my initials have 
never been M.J., but I'll bet that when the pie hits, he and 
E.A. will be laughing together 'til the cows go home. 

But no pies had yet been thrown under that name until Judi 
Bari took Pie-rect Action... 

In the spring of 1994, the BBB embraced Judi Bari as itsnewest 
name agent. The pie-ee was attorney Mark Goldowitz of Oak- 
land, who represented Nick Wilson, Beth Both and some other 


homeowners 
from the Albion, 

California, area who 
were being sued by Louisiana 
Pacific (LP) over a 54 day, 15 treesit 
1992 mega-action called the Albion Na- 
tion Uprising. Goldowitz claimed to be a 
SLAPP (Strategic Lawsuits Against Public Participation) suit 
specialist and was involved in the drafting of California's first 
anti-SLAPP law, which was sponsored by Bill Lockyer, our new 
attorney general, then a legislator. Goldowitz sucked about 
$60,000 out of one activist's homeowners insurance policy for 

a few months work but 
was unsuccessful in get- 
ting anyone out of the 
LP SLAPP suit. Earth 
Firstlers and Albion resi- 
dents were pissed at him 
for being such a gold dig- 
ger (we called him Mark 
Goldiggerwitz). If the 
other homeowners' in- 
surance companies had 
all been paying at the 
same rate, Goldowitz 
would have taken in over 
$500,000 for less than 
six months work. 

Judi Bari had been 
long scheduled to do a 
panel on SLAPP suits at 
the Oregon conference. 
Goldowitz showed up 
and refused to take part 
in her panel, but took 
copious notes during 
her presentation, then 
got himself scheduled at the last minute to do a separate 
presentation that afternoon at a time conflicting Judi's re- 
peated panel. Her morning panel was lightly attended due to 
schedule conflicts with other popular activities and panels. 

Judi decided, most likely before the conference, that Goldowitz 
needed pastry therapy, but his arrogant behavior sealed his fate. 
Unfortunately, having been a bomb victim, Judi was unable to 
physically throw a pie with any amount of force herself. (She was 
a brown belt and extremely agile before the bombing.) So Judi 
recruited on the spot an instant member of the BBB. Together 
they walked up to Goldiggerwitz in the hallway of the university 
and heaved a pie at him, gracing him with his just desserts. 

For more information, contact Friends of the BBB, c/o POB 
40130, San Francisco, CA 94111; bbb@asis.com; 
www.asis.com/~bbb/. 


20th Anniversaiy Earth First! Page 81 


To Wrench or Not to Wrench? 


(Editor's note: The following is an excerpt from Ecodefense: A 
Field Guide to Monkeywrenching. It starts with the book's 
foreword by Edward Abbey.) 

I am happy to endorse the publication of Ecodefense. Never was 
such a book so needed, by so many, for such good reason as here and 
now. Tomorrow might well be too late. This is a book that will fit 
handily in any saddlebag, in any creel, in any backpack, in any river 
runner's ammo can — and in any picnicker's picnic basket. No good 
American should ever go into the woods again without this book and, 
for example, a hammer and a few pounds of 60-penny nails. Spike 
a few trees now and then whenever you enter an area condemned to 
chainsaw massacre by Louisiana Pacific and its affiliated subsid- 
iary the US Forest Service. You won't hurt the trees; they'll be grateful 
for the protection; and you may save the forest. My Aunt Emma back 
in West Virginia has been enjoying this pleasant exercise for years. 
She swears by it. It's good for the trees, it's good for the woods, it's 
good for the earth, and it's good for the human soul. Spread the word 
and carry on! 

— Edward Abbey, July 1984, Oracle, Arizona 


Monkeywrenching 
is Individual 


Monkeywrenching 
is done by indi- 
viduals or very 
small groups of 
people who have 
known each 
other for years. 

Trust and a good > 

working relation- 
ship are essential 
in such groups... 
Monkey wrenchers 
avoid working with 
people they haven’t 
known for a long time, 



those who can't keep their mouths 


closed, and those with grandiose or violent ideas (they may be 
police agents or dangerous crackpots). 


It is time for women and men, individually and in small 
groups, to act heroically in defense of the wild, to put a 
monkeywrench in the gears of the machine that is destroying 
natural diversity. Though illegal, this strategic 
monkeywrenching can be safe, easy, fun and — most impor- 
tantly — effective in stopping timber cutting, roadbuilding, 
overgrazing, oil and gas exploration, mining, dam building, 
powerline construction, off-road vehicle use, trapping, ski area 
development and other forms of destruction of the wilderness, 
as well as cancerous suburban sprawl. 


Monkeywrenching is Targeted 

Ecodefenders pick their targets. Mindless, erratic vandalism 
is counter-productive as well as unethical. Monkeywrenchers 
know that they do not stop a specific logging sale by destroy- 
ing any piece of logging equipment they come across. They 
make sure it belongs to the real culprit. They ask themselves 
what is the most vulnerable point of a wilderness destroying 
project, and strike there. Senseless vandalism leads to loss of 
popular sympathy. 


But it must be strategic, it must be thoughtful, it must be 
deliberate in order to succeed. Such a campaign of resistance 
would adhere to the following principles: 

Monkeywrenching is Nonviolent 

Monkeywrenching is nonviolent resistance to the destruc- 
tion of natural diversity and wilderness. It is never directed 
against human beings or other forms of life. It is aimed at 
inanimate machines and tools that are destroying life. Care is 
always taken to minimize any possible threat to people, includ- 
ing the monkeywrenchers themselves. 


Monkeywrenching is Timely 

There are proper times and places for monkeywrenching. 
There are also times when monkeywrenching may be coun- 
ter-productive. Monkeywrenchers generally should not act 
when there is a nonviolent civil disobedience action — e.g., a 
blockade taking place against the opposed project. 
Monkeywrenching may cloud the issue of direct action, and 
the blockaders could be blamed for the ecotage and be put in 
danger from the work crew or police. Blockades and 
monkeywrenching usually do not mix. Monkeywrenching 
may also not be appropriate when delicate political negotia- 


Monkeywrenching is not Organized 

There should be no central direction or organization to 
monkeywrenching. Any type of net- 
work would invite infiltration, 


agent provocateurs and repres- 
sion. It is truly individual 


action. Because of this, com 


munication among 


monkeywrenchers is 
difficult and danger- 


HH 






tions are taking place for the protection of a certain area. 
There are, of course, exceptions to this rule. The Earth warrior 
always asks: Will monkeywrenching help or hinder the pro- 
tection of this place? 

Monkeywrenching is Dispersed 

Monkeywrenching is a widespread movement across the 
United States. Government agencies and wilderness despoilers 
from Maine to Hawaii know that their destruction of natural 
diversity may be resisted. Nationwide monkeywrenching will 
hasten overall industrial retreat from wild areas. 







There isNo 
Question 

Monkeywrenching is Diverse 

All kinds of people, in all kinds of situations, 
can be monkeywrenchers. Some pick a large area 
of wild country, declare it wilderness in their 
own minds, and resist any intrusion into it. 
Others specialize against logging or ORVs in a 
variety of areas. Certain monkeywrenchers may 
target a specific project such as a giant powerline, 
a road under construction, or an oil operation. 



Some operate in their backyards, while others lie low at 
home and plan their ecotage a thousand miles away. Some 
are loners, and others operate in small groups. Even Repub- 
licans monkeywrench. 


Monkeywrenching is 
Fun 

Although it is serious 

* and potentially dan- 
'll gerous, monkey- 

^ wrenching is also fun. 

There is a rush of excite- 
ment, a sense of accom- 
plishment and unparal- 

* leled camaraderie from 
creeping about in the 

night resisting those "alien 
forces from Houston, To- 
kyo, Washington DC and 
k the Pentagon." As Ed 

Abhey said, "Enjoy, 
'SA. shipmates, enjoy." 


m 


» ” of natural areas and causing 
industry's retreat from areas 
that should be wild. It is not major industrial sabotage. 
Explosives, firearms and other dangerous tools are usually 
avoided; they invite greater scrutiny from law enforcement 
agencies, repression and loss of public support. 


Monkeywrenching is Simple 

The simplest possible tool is used. The safest tactic is employed. 
Elaborate commando operations are generally avoided. The most 
effective means for stopping the destruction of the wild are often 
the simplest. There are times when more detailed and compli- 
cated operations are necessary. But the monkeywrencher asks: 
What is the most simple way to do this? 


Monkeywrenching is Deliberate and Ethical 

Monkeywrenchers are very conscious of the gravity of what 
they do. They are deliberate about taking such a serious step. They 
are thoughtful, not cavalier. Monkeywrenchers — although non- 
violent — are warriors. They are exposing themselves to possible 
arrest or inj ury . It is not a casual or flippant affair. They keep a pure 
heart and mind about it. They remember that they are engaged in 
the most moral of all actions: protecting life, defending Earth. 

A movement based on the above principles could protect 
millions of acres of wilderness more stringently than could 
any congressional act, could insure the propagation of the 
grizzly and other threatened life forms better than could an 
army of game wardens, and could lead to the retreat of 
industrial civilization from large areas of forest, mountain, 
desert, prairie, seashore, swamp, tundra and woodland that 
are better suited to the maintenance of native diversity than 
to the production of raw materials for over-consumptive 
technological human society. 

If logging firms know that a timber sale is spiked, they won't 
bid on the timber. If a forest supervisor knows that a road will 
be continually destroyed, he won't try to build it. If seismogra- 
phers know that they will be constantly harassed in an area, 
they won't go there. If ORVers know that they'll get flat tires 


miles from nowhere, they won't 
drive in such areas. 

John Muir said that if it latf 
ever came to a war between 
the races, he would side Jn 
with the bears. That day *■■*5*^ 
has come. u 

Excerpted from & 

Ecodefense: A Field mXift 
Guide to Monkey- "tt 
wrenching which can be 
purchased for $18 from the > 

Earth First! Journal, POB Oa 

1415, Eugene, OR 97440. ^ 


COMp* 




fh 


20th Anniversary Earth First! Page 83 



Monkeywrenching: 

BY CM spokesman, an average tree- 

(This article excerpted from The Earth First! Reader: Ten Years spiking incident costs about 
of Radical Environmentalism.) $ 1 5,000 assuming the spikes 

are found and removed, or. 

Our duty is to destroy billboards. more likely nowadays, 

— Doc Sarvis marked with tape to al- 
low loggers to cut 

Over the past year or so, a number of groups and individual around them (thus 
activists associated with Earth First! have distanced themselves many small nails 
from the radical environmental banner, ostensibly over the placed in a helix 
issue of ecotage. They argue that they can more effectively pattern around 
inform and influence the public if they don't have to bear the the tree are more 
spike-ridden cross of vindicating this controversial practice, effective than a 
There is no point in disputing this reasoning. The field of few large ones). The above 
environmental activism is broad enough to let each plow his or estimate also includes the value 
her own plot (though some of us would rather put the farm out of the wood in the larger stumps 
of business and encourage natural succession). No one is the loggers have to leave to avoid the 
quarreling with the goal of informing the American public on spikes. The cost goes up astronomically if a spike hits a bandsaw 
the environmental cataclysm now taking place, and doing so in the mill. The saws themselves typically cost $ 1,500-5,000. A 
without getting bogged down in arguments about property damaged saw can be changed in an hour or so (assuming a 
rights, law and order, and violence, if this is possible. replacement is on hand). The big expense comes if the saw 

Nevertheless, the fact that monkeywrenching looms so large shatters and shrapnel flies into the head-rig. Head-rig repairs 
in these considerations calls for an appraisal of its effective- can cost $20,000. 

ness, a report card to compare with less direct methods of The actual cost of an average monkeywrenching incident 
expressing environmental discontent. climbs to well over $100,000 when you figure in police inves- 

The controversy over monkeywrenching is nothing new. In tigation, private security, insurance hikes and the fatuous 
1982 the editor of Earth First! (then the mildly named Earth efforts of groups like the Mountain States Legal Foundation 
First! Newsletter) resigned over EF!'s sympathetic coverage of (whose lawyers, if they follow the usual practice of double 
monkeywrenching. Gary Snyder, an early supporter of EF!, also billing, will run up an account of over half a million dollars on 
criticized ecotage. Over the years disputes have flared up this public-spirited project, subsidized in part by taxpayers), 
intermittently during particular campaigns between those When you consider that the typical monkeywrenching inci- 
committed to civil disobedience and those using ecotage. The dent probably costs the ecoteur no more than $100 and a 
controversy is likely to stay with us until industrial society night's sleep, this is a remarkably cost-effective way to register 
crashes to the ground and happily makes the question moot, one's disapproval of present resource industry practices. 

Meanwhile, it's fair to ask: What has monkeywrenching Timber industry spokesmen suggest that one out of every two 

accomplished? The answer is a great deal more than is obvious, monkeywrenching incidents goes unreported. These tend not to 
Bad accounting aside, reliable estimates do exist for the cost get into the papers since monkeywrenchers realized a while back 
of ecotage to the industries and government agencies now in that once the incident reaches the media the Forest Service will 
control of our public lands. A forest policy analyst for the stop at nothing to go through with the sale in order to show that 
Association of Oregon Loggers and its unintentionally self- it is in control of the public lands. And, of course, this estimate 
defining alter ego Prevent Ecological Sabotage Today (PEST) doesn't include incidents on private and state lands, 
estimates that the average monkeywrenching incident causes Taking all this into consideration, ecotage in the United 
$60,000 in damages, including equipment loss and downtime States today is probably costing government and industry $20- 
(but not law enforcement investigation and insurance). This 25 million annually. This represents money industry was not 
accords with what most newspaper accounts, able to use to deforest public lands, sink oil wells in the 



Forest Service special agents and 
ecoteurs say. 


backcountry, invest in more destructive equipment, 
influence politicians with campaign contribu- 
tions... It represents money the FS was not 
able to use to build new roads, or hide 
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An Appraisal 

is substantially so, a higher cost for wood products will inevi- 
tably mean that fewer wood products are bought — according 
to the vast and sublime free-market paradigm we are all 
withering under — which is ultimately the point. Furthermore, 
sometimes monkeywrenching as an economic weapon is com- 
pletely effective: When in 1985 ecoteurs firebombed the 
$250,000 wood-chipper in Hawaii that was grinding rainforest 
into fuel for sugar mills (without a permit and in violation of 
a court order), the company went bankrupt. 

Thus if the sole purpose of ecotage is to make an 
adverse financial impact on government agencies and 
their resource industry clientele, it must be judged 
a success. This is true even if it is looked at in 
isolation from a larger strategy involving civil 
disobedience, legal remedies and public outreach. 

Now that the risk of ecotage is publicly known, we 
can also speculate that timber company CEOs are 
taking the cost of ecotage into consideration when 
a sale of old growth or other controversial ecologi- 
cal matter comes before the board. Failure to do so 
could get them in trouble with their stockholders. 

The ability of monkeywrenching to intimidate 
and unnerve the bureaucratic and the 
plutocratic mind cannot be measured 
but likely is significant. 

Where ecotage isn't saving biologi- 
cal diversity directly, it is at least 
making biodiversity an issue. It can therefore be an 
important part of a larger campaign. The radical 
environmental message, whether concerning old 
growth or dolphins, would not be receiving the 
widespread coverage it is today were it not for the 
"publicity value" of monkeywrenching. Most of 
the coverage EF! has received over the years in 
Esquire, The Amicus Journal, The Nation, local news- 
papers, etc., has concentrated on ecotage, often 
favorably or at least without overt condemnation. 
Monkeywrenching seems to strike a cord with many modern 
Americans who, for different reasons probably, would also like 
to get back at the arbitrary powers that dominate their lives. 

Regardless of sentiments pro and con, by its very controver- 
sial nature, ecotage makes biodiversity a matter of public 
interest and debate. It takes seemingly obscure environmental 
issues out of the dark of scientific calculations into the lime- 
light of individual passion and commitment. Even when the 
media distorts ecotage by emphasizing its unlawfulness rather 
than its motives, it has been, like civil disobedience, an impor- 
tant element in the broader campaign to rally public opposi- 
tion to wilderness destruction. For instance, in news coverage 


of the old-growth controversy, the subject of ecotage inevita- 
bly comes up, along with civil disobedience, and this activism 
clearly attracted the coverage in the first place. 

This is what monkeywrenching is doing right now. Whether 
it should be doing more or less or something different is 
another topic. Unquestionably it has over the past 10 years 
revolutionized the way public lands policy is made in this 
country. It has upset the unhealthy modus vivendi that had 
developed among industry, moderate environmental groups, 
and the government agencies in charge of our wildlands. No 
longer can the Forest Service or BLM act like a band of medieval 
forest meisters without fearing the bad publicity (a bureaucrat's 
one unforgivable sin) of a tree-spike or a de-flagging. 
The timber industry is now criticizing the FS for not 
acting even more one-sidedly for the corpora- 
tions' interest. The mainstream environmental 
organizations are beginning to be embarrassed 
into addressing issues their professional lead- 
ers would never have broached if left to 
their own devices (martini glass, three- 
piece suit, and half a loaf). 

What monkeywrenching isn't doing is 
hurting people, despite its media image. 
Whether ecotage is "violent" in itself is an 
ethical question best left to an individual's 
own conscience. The ethical rationales for 
ecotage have been thoroughly discussed by 
others, so I won't repeat them. But it is a fact 
that there has not been one authenticated 
incident in which ecotage caused significant 
injury to a person. The case inevitably reported 
as the evil fruit of ecotage is the infamous spike 
that seriously injured a Louisiana Pacific 
mill-worker in Northern California two 
years ago [1981], There is, however, no 
evidence monkeywrenchers were in- 
volved. On the contrary, ecoteurs would 
have notified the company, and no no- 
tification was given. Possibly a dis- 
gruntled LP employee — and there are 
many of them — put the spike in; or possi- 
' bly LP itself did to get publicity, which it 

certainly got, often of the most exaggerated kind (I talked 
with a woman who said the spike killed five people). Or, 
ironically, as one newspaper suggested, a radical Republican, 
whose libertarianism was outraged by logging near his prop- 
erty line, may have done it. How many bad motives can dance 
on the head of this problematical spike? No one knows. 

Jay Hair, executive director of the National Wildlife Federa- 
tion, once said he couldn't tell the difference between destroy- 
ing a river and destroying a bulldozer. Blessed with a more 
conventional sense of values, ecoteurs can, and as the record 
indicates, they have also fastidiously respected the difference 
between destroying property and hurting innocent people. 

This isn't to say ecotage is a pana- 
cea, or that we don't need other people 
doing other things. No one knows for 
sure what it will take to save the natu- 
ral world from the juggernaut of in- 
dustrialism. But one thing is sure: If 
we fail and the fragile web of the 
biosphere unravels, it will not be be- 
cause there were too many ecoteurs 
pounding spikes into trees, burning 
bulldozers and making the guilty 
squirm. 
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David " 


C.UWUIU riuucy 

Edward Abbey, author and possible creator of Earth First!, died in March 1989. 


When David Nathan "Gypsy" Chain was killed by an angry logger who felled a tree onto him on 
September 17, 1999, in a steep clearcut on Pacific Lumber land in Northern California, he became 
the first Earth Firstler killed while defending the Earth. 


Judi Bari 

May 24, 1990 Judi Bari was nearly killed when a bomb 
Exploded under her car seat. She survived, and continued to 
^ °rk tirelessly to unite union workers and Earth Firstlers 
u ntil she succumbed to breast cancer early in March 1 997. 

Judi's small stature belied her powers of influence, a bear 
,n the forest, confident and strong. Consistently an ardent 
fender of all remaining old-growth redwoods, Judi's 
Mantra remains the heart of the current Headwaters 
debate. Life on Earth is a precious and tenuous experience 
a,! rf times like these remind us of the importance of 
ter naining committed to that which is most meaningful in 
°Ur li\’es. judi always projected an unwavering commit- 
ment to her values and her continued urgings to affect 
apathy Into action. We will miss her commitment and 
Q °mpassion, her strength, courage and conviction." 

— David Brower, March 1997 

I 


"Ed Abbe y main the Mudhead Kacliina of the conservation movement, perhaps of the whole 
goddamn social change movement in the country. He was the coyote. Farting in polite 
company. Enraging pompous twits, prudes and prigs. Goosing the true believers. Pissing on 
what was politically correct. And thereby doing sacred work. 

It is our joy that he lived and spoke so eloquently that which we feel so deeply. We cannot 
replace such a man. None of us can emulate him or fill his shoes. But we can continue the 
work we shared with him. His life, like each of his books, is a rock. A piece of sandstone 
that fits comfortably in the hand. You know what to do with it. He told you." 

— Dave Foreman, March 1989 


Goodbye to our Friends 

Many of our friends and companions have died over the last 20 years. So 

LONG AND FAREWELL TO THEM ALL. 


1 hear the wind whispering, its voice upon the leaves 
I listen close and carefully, it says these things to me. 

Today the trees are crying, for a protector now gone. 

Who will stand in her place to prevent man’s wrongs? 

We beg a moment's silence from the buzzing of your saws 
to grieve our fallen friend and sing our mourning songs. 

A twig crack 'neath my knee a right sound in this place 
as I kneel and whisper prayer for the lost brave face. 

But I'm lapsed from quiet memory by the chopping of an axe 
And I rise again from the ground, my fists clenched tight in rage. 

Will these men never give in ‘til there's naught but scrub and sage? 

Rape the Earth for a buck or two to feed the corporate slaves. 

More must stand to stop them. She would want us to. 

— Samantha Ann Patterson 


"The past two years have been the hardest test of faith and endurance I have experienced. To say that 
1 have learned so much would be an understatement. I have always said that our children will teach 
us about life more than anyone else and so it has been with the death of my child. Nathan continues 
to bless me and teach about life. His presence is constant, and I can hear him tell me to pull from my 
strength when I feel as if I have none. I think when we are able to give count to our many blessings as 
opposed tv dwelling on the losses in our life, we are experiencing the healing. We will never stop 
celebrating Nathan's life. 



A Warrior’s 
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continued from page 37 

Like all struggles for freedom, our resis- 
tance to evil forces also awakened the 
attention of the Spirit Hunters. In the 
Arizona night of May 1989, flares lit the 
desert sky as federal agents with automatic 
weapons and infrared goggles surrounded 
four saboteurs cutting a transmission tower. 
Although all four were arrested, the main 
target of this FBI counter-intelligence cam- 
paign was Dave Foreman, who was in- 
dicted as a co-conspirator (see interview on 
page 18). 

It wasn't long after this government 
attack on the radical environmental move- 
ment that warriors renewed their raids. In 
April 1990, inspired by a call for a direct 
action response to the corporate buyout 
of Earth Day, the Earth Night Action Group 
downed powerlines from a coal-fired gen- 
eration station in California. 

An FBI memo circulated during the 
investigation revealed the government's 
fear, "...various activists groups... ALF, 
Earth First!, Lockheed Coalition, Hunt 
Saboteurs and the Anti-Nuclear Alli- 
ance are no longer fighting amongst 


themselves because of single issue ori- 
entation but have instead banded to- 
gether, thereby providing a larger num- 
ber of extremists to draw from in order 
to commit crimes..." My elder warrior- 
friend Paul Watson warned that when 
our struggle began targeting institu- 
tions within the United States, we would 
bring down upon us the full weight of 
the FBI and other federal law enforce- 
ment agencies fighting terrorism. Our 
struggle was awakening a giant. 

The repression of 1989 and 1990 was a 
historic response to legitimate resistance. 
The feds began to harass family and 
friends of suspected eco-warriors, driv- 
ing a wedge between the underground 
and above-ground support. Violent at- 
tacks against activists like Judi Bari and 
Darryl Cherney were ignored while the 
feds concentrated on the enemies of profit 
and property (see article on page 62). 
Some activists began to cower as grand 
juries subpoenaed many to testify against 
colleagues in the movement. 

We began as a small group engaging in 
property destruction, but evolved to a 
larger network, carrying out large-scale 




MJS 


raids on universities and corporate tar- 
gets and costing them millions. Rather 
than rushing to the newsstands to read of 
our exploits, we began to cover our tracks. 
The FBI was constantly on the hunt, 
waiting for us to make that one fatal 
mistake that would lead to capture. 

I moved to the Siskiyou Mountains 
and organized attacks, believing one 
should only be amongst the enemy to 
raid . Living with the source of my power, 
the animal people and the wild Earth, I 
began to renew a vital connection. Along- 
side the survivors and refugees of hu- 
mans' war on nature, I saw that all living 
beings in Creation were nations unto 
themselves, struggling to raise their fami- 
lies and stay alive in a relentless war that 
wiped out entire races. 

By 1992, the feds were hot on the trail 
of eco-warrior cells across the West. In 
April, federal agents kicked in the door of 
, j my Siskiyou stronghold 
' vj. , I just days after I had fled, 
f It was time to go under- 
& ground. I took refuge in 
, /Jg the prairies that hid 

fjjw Lakota warriors after their 
SsSfebJfKl victory over General 


Custer. It was there that I realized what 
this struggle was all about. Sleeping with 
a loaded handgun under my pillow, wait- 
ing for the agents of repression to take me 
away, I gave them power in my fear. I still 
recognized the US government's ability to 
control my destiny. 

I reached the breaking point. On a long 
walk on the prairie I prayed and told Cre- 
ator that even if death lay ahead, I stood 
with all Creation. On the side of the bobcat 
and the lynx, the coyote and the mink. It 
was them I fought for, and I wasn't ready to 
turn my back now. A gentle wind brought 
a hawk gliding over, and with his glance I 
knew I was not alone. 

That's when She spoke. I cannot de- 
scribe it as anything other than love. A 
flow of energy that reduced me to tears as 
I awakened to the Spirit around me. "We 
are here. We have always been here. We 
will always be here, but there is nothing 
we can do for you until you believe in us 
more than you believe in them." Sud- 
denly the whole world was alive, and 
every being in it consciously aware of its 
connection to all others. A coyote stared. 
In its gaze I heard, "Nowyou are a hunted 
one. Now you are one of us." At that 
moment I became aware that all the 
legends, myths and stories about the 
Earth and her animal children were true. 

A task force of federal, state, county 
and university police were after us. Grand 
juries in Oregon, Washington, Montana, 
Louisiana and Idaho were trying to in- 
timidate us. It was time to show our 
power. I headed for the Rendezvous. Hik- 
ing in 13 miles, I arrived at night to the 
sounds of the campfire. Standing outside 
of its glow I waited until I could identify 
trusted warriors. Within days we were on 
another reconnaissance mission. 

When the government’s Animal Dam- 
age Control Predator Research Facility 
went up in flames, stories were told of 
how the coyotes who could not be res- 
cued helped those who could. A chorus 
of howls covered the sounds of warriors 
entering the labs. When cages were being 
cut, coyotes dug frantically alongside war- 
riors and ran toward the calls of their free 
cousins. Three warriors went to jail for 
six months instead of cooperating with 
the Spirit Hunters. At the height of re- 
pression meant to crush us, we demon- 
strated what it meant to be free. 
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Two years later I was 
tackled by federal agents, and 
in fall 1995, I stood here on Dzil 
Nchaa si an praying. That day I would 
surrender at federal prison to a four- 
year sentence. The resistance continued. 
The same month of my imprisonment, 
warriors struck a fur farm releasing thou- 
sands of mink. In September of this year, 
14,000 more went free in the sixty-eighth 
raid on a fur farm since 1995. There have 
been nearly that many raids on geneti- 
cally engineered crops. All the federal 
agents in the United States will not stop 
more actions of this sort. 

The Earth Liberation Front (ELF) burst 1 
onto the scene in 1996, demonstrating | 
an ability to raid corporate targets be- f 
fore drifting away as silently as it came. ^ 
In December 1998, when all legal chan- - 
nels had failed, the ELF carried out a f, 
spectacular multi-pronged attack on a 
ski resort responsible for destroying habi- 
tat for the endangered Canada lynx in 
Colorado. The $26-million act of sabo- 
tage harmed no one, and over 80 federal 
agents have been unable to capture a 
single warrior. 

Daily I pray for our warriors. May they 
move as swiftly as the mountain lion in 


the night and strike as rapidly as the owl. 
May their footsteps be silent like the 
lynx, their strikes like lightning. May the 
enemies of the Earth sleep uneasily, never 
knowing when or where we raid next. 

As Earth warriors, we choose to be 


Pinacate Mountains in Mexico's Sonoran Desert 

participants in the ancient battle between 
good and evil. On our side stand the 
waters and wind, and all things wild and 
of the Earth. On the other side, con- 
sumed with greed and in pursuit of power, 
control and money, stand all the dark 
forces that lay waste to Her. 

One day our animal relations will no 
longer run from us as if we were enemies. 
They will know us as friends. Until then, 
we must continue to demonstrate to 
them, ourselves and the whole world 
that we are willing to risk our freedom for 
them and their wilderness homes. 

Some say it's a wild and impossible 
dream, but I don't want to live in a 
world without dreams. Dreams are what 
kept our warrior ancestors alive in their 
darkest hours, and they will keep us 
alive in ours. Warriors have to live and 
love life today if we want to be free 
tomorrow. The gift we are given is not 
-g_ just for us, it must be shared, as a key to 
| free others. This is where our dreams 
T begin and where generations of warrior 
L dreams continue. 

a 

1 Rod Coronado has been a warrior with 
| Earth First!, Sea Shepherd and the Animal 
Liberation Front since 1984. He spent four 
years in prison forALF actions and currently 
works with indigenous youth and environ- 
mentalists in the Sonoran Desert. 


At the 1988 Rendezvous, Dave Foreman salutes David Howitt and Rod for sinking two Icelandic 

whaling ships (see page 10). 
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tenets 

to the 
Editor 


Beltane 1981 
Dear Earth First! 

Wanted: Twelve horny 
young male zealots who like 
to drink till their eyes turn 
red. Send money right away. 
Wavy Gravy for president. 

— Taos, New Mexico 

Eostar 1 982 

Burp First! the new enviro 
group that doesn't excuse it- 
self. NO MORE belching one- 
self into complacency.. .Don't 
join BF! and pat yourself on 
the back. ..Create chaos out of 
anarchy for a better tomorrow. 

Litha 1983 
Comrades 

I want to join up. I heard 
about you from Newsweek and 
got your address from Ed Ab- 
bey. Please send me my mem- 
bership card, bumpersticker, 
newsletter, secret decoder ring 
or whatever. 

Viva la Terra! 

— Williamsburg, Virginia 


Litha 1983 

Dear EF! 

I heard that you are a bunch 
of radical, crazed environmen- 
tal lunatics! That your methods 
are unorthodox, destructive, 
and extreme! That you take mat- 
ters into your own hands with 
pragmatic — even vengeful — ac- 
tion! I've heard also that all the 
proper environmental organi- 
zations look down on you with 
disdain and often anger! That 
you are setting back years of 
proper environmental pro- 
gress!! So how the hell can I 
join?! Where do I sign up? 

— Florida 

Brigid 1984 
Companeros: 

Notice the odor of burning 
wood? I've been thinking: 
Hey! Why not — recruit fames 
Watt for Earth First!? Now, 
right now, might be the ideal 
time. Think how pissed, dis- 
consolate, shaken and embit- 
tered he must be these days. 
(He's a great fund-raiser — and 
a wit!) 

— Ed Abbey, Wolf Hole, AZ 

Eostar 1984 
Dear EF! 

Yesterday a guy came into 
my shop and 
asked if I could 
tune up his Land- 
Cruiser. I said sure, 
leave the keys and 
I'll get to it in an 
hour or so. When 
I went out to get 
the truck, there 
was the talon of a 
red-tailed hawk 
hanging from the 
rear-view mirror. 
Enclosed are 6 
Toyota pistons, 
maybe you guys 
can hang them 
from your rear- 
view mirrors. 

—Mr. 
Goodwrench 


Beltane Edition 

1984 

Dear EF! 

How about 
BLMishes as an 
epithet for the 
BLM? 

— -Johnny Horizon 


Lughnasadh 1987 
Hello, 

I read about you people in 
Utne. Although I would never 
condone tree spiking (with 
anything less than a 16p 
nail), I would like info about 
your organization. I'm just a 
simple carpenter, but I real- 
ize we are screwing up. I'm 
not a fanatic (although GOD 
told me I had to spike eight 
million trees by the end of 
the month, or he would 
bump me off), but I think 
the time for something be- 
sides lobbying is overdue. 

— South Carolina 
Beltane 1988 

Not enough room for grizzly 
bear cubs... 

No safe habitat for wolf cubs. . . 
Condors gone from the skies. . . 
Human primate population 
has increased beyond sane 
limits. 

The time has come for drastic 
action... 

No more mild tactics! 

Its time for a grassroots move- 
ment to provide instant popu- 
lation control... 

IT IS TIME FOR... 


Sisters League Against 
Sperm Habitation 
Vasectomy squads covering 
the earth 

A one-child limit for all. 

If you try to seed more than 
your share, 

We are ready and willing to 
pounce. 

Your little wigglies will no 
longer 

make the gateway. 

Tremble in fear... 

If you are unwilling to take 
care of 

the problem your self, 

SLASH will take you on. 
Choose the time and place for 
your own 

voluntary treatment, 
or SLASH will find you. 

THIS WILL BE YOUR 
ONLY WARNING!!! 

— SLASH Central, Redwood 
Valley, CA 

...FORMERLY CONCERNED PRIMATE 

Alliance 


Lughnasadh 1988 
Dear Earth First! 

I am a 14-year-old girl liv- 
ing in Cleveland, Ohio. My 
sister and I receive your news- 
letter and believe in every- 
thing you stand for. 

I raised $ 7 1 by selling choco- 
lates at my school, and de- 
cided to split it evenly between 
you and Sea Shepherd Soci- 
ety. If there is anything else I 
can do to help your glorious 
cause (such as petitions, pro- 
tests in Ohio, and such), please 
let me know! My sister is also 
president of the Ecology Club 
at my school so we could man- 
age a group project. 

— Imogen Taylor 


Beltane 1990 
Dear Shit for Brains: 

Nineteen shit-smeared cows 
shot dead. Outrage, Disgust, 
Bounties and condemnation. 
If I were a cow, I'd rather be 
gunned down in slickrock 
country than butchered in 
Greeley and have my remains 
sold off as a greasy Quarter- 
pounder. 

If I were a bleeding heart, Id 
be even more disgusted about 
the useless, legalized slaugh- 
ter of bison that stray from 
Yellowstone Park. And I would 
be outraged at the wanton, 
wholesale extermination of 
natural predators perpetrated 
by the federal government to 
protect the rancher's products. 

But I am neither cow nor 
bleeding heart. And while I 
regret the loss of any innocent 
life, even cow life, I salute the 
courage and the conviction of 
the masked marauders, if in 
fact it was a terroristic envi- 
ronmentalist and not another 
drunken slob-hunter who mis- 
took the cows for some fat, 
out-of-season elk. 

— Notta Cow 


Samhain 1990 
Hi EF!, 

When I die, I would like to 
be fed to wolves, preferably 
not in a zoo. While I can stipu- 
late such a condition in my 
will, the practicalities may be 
prohibitive, especially to a less 
environmentally conscious 
executor or medical practitio- 
ner. I'd like to solicit recom- 
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Classic Pseudonyms 

Leo Pold 
Woodhead 
Yellow Grass Dog 
Too Pissed To Reproduce 
Justin Time 
Guinea Worm Emerging 
Mouse That Roars 
Restless Phlegm 
Gin Phlegm 
Devils Avocado 
Scabie & Termite 
My Friends Call Me Fuck You 
Ecoboy 
Slugthang 
Loose Hip Circles 
Corpus Delicti 
Tuber Q. Losis 
Arthur Dog Meat 
Ranger Danger 
Finely Sorted Aggregate 
New Car Scent 


mendations from the reader- 
ship concerning this dilemma. 
Humorous replies are, of 
course, welcome, but I would 
like some practical ones as 
well. And don't feel con- 
strained by wolves, and carni- 
vores (or omnivores) predator 
will do. Thanks. 

— Steven Silberberg 
Mabon 1990 
EF! 

Don't let those roadkills go 
to waste! Throw them into the 
back of your truck, and de- 
posit them in the bushes up- 
wind from the home or office 
of some odious foe. Take care 
to not hang them off fences or 
drape them over machinery; 
your act will be written of as 
the work of pagans. 

— Leo Pold, Oakland, CA 

Eostar 1 992 
Dear Shit fer What 

Why can't you get it to- 
gether you inept buttheads? 

I expect professional jour- 
nalism, why do you insist on 
sabataging and censoring me 
by editing my articles? I hate 
those long boring articles and 
I'll be REAL pissed off if you 
don't print mine! 

Shit fer Brains is the best 
part of the paper, so quit print- 
ing it. You are supposed to 
represent the entire move- 
ment, stop being contra- 
versial. 

You idiot dupes should be 



1984 photo of aboriginal Eller in what is now called Australia 


worried about the FBI. We 
want a complete profile and 
your fingerprints. 

Furthermore, quit printing 
personal attacks you stupid 
assholes! 

Yours, 

— Flex Buttox 

Lughnasadh 1992 
Bush Defines Wetlands: 

There once was a frog from 
Nantucket 

Whom Bush forced to live in a 
bucket 

He froggied all day, in the 
usual way, 

Then said, 

“Hell! There's no bugs in here, 
So fuck it!" 

— Dennis 

Eostar 1993 
Dear SFB, 

Ugh. ..Fuck. ..Blech! 

— Wraith Walker 

Brigid 1997 
BNELF Communique 
(Butt Naked Earth Liberation 
Front) 

From the front lines of the 
Eco-Liberations here in Wis- 
consin came a communique 
from a vital faction of ELF. 
BNELF is the true naturalists 
amongst the radical elements 
in Wisconsin. Their motto — 
"No Compromse While De- 
fending Mother Earth! " They 
see clothing and all "Human" 
technologies as compromis- 
ing and restricting their 
goals, freedoms and 
anatomy. Two of their say- 
ings are: "Go Natural while 
Fucking Shit Up!" and "Only 
the Tough Wrench in the 
Buff!" If you want camou- 
flage or body covering, use 
mud or leaves — be creative 
while functional. 

This is easily applied as a 
mode of action in the summer, 


spring and fall, but the truly 
committed carry their dedica- 
tion to the winter months, 
considering the intensities of - 
60° that Wisconsin experiences 
on those exceptional eves. 
"Warning: Just as a spongy 
tongue adheres to metal, so do 
other fleshy body parts! " Noth- 
ing is harder to explain to a 
security guard than your geni- 
talia bonded to the innards of 
a dozer. Try the cult excuse, it 
sometimes works. This is a chal- 
lenge to all warm-climate ELF 
cells to get naked or get out! 
One must make certain sacri- 
fices, and comfort is the high- 
est sacrifice a butt-naked Earth 
warrior can give. (Our hats, 
and everything else, are off to 
Loba!) 

— Frigid Members, 
Wisconsin Cell 


Samhain 1999 
Dear SFB, 

As a member of the Sierra Club, 
I was overjoyed that Carl Pope 
was pied by the BBB. He really 
needs a kick in the ass. As an 
angry enviro, yours is the only 
publication I can stomach. 
Thanx for not making me vomit. 

— Innocencia 

Samhain 2000 
Hi Ho Journalistas! 

20? The Journal is 20 years 
old? Hell, I’ve got underwear 
older than that! Call me when 
you hit 50; maybe I'll submit 
an article then . I'll be even crab- 
bier than I am now, though. 

Meanwhile, keep it up (so 
to speak). We're starting to 
wear the bastards down. 

— Uncle Ramon 
Cove/Mallard co-Treasurer 
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by Dean Kuipers 

God Bless Ed Abbey. Somewhere along the miles of inspired 
desert prose he left as his footprints on Earth, he detoured into 
dirty civilization and wrote The Monkey Wrench Gang. Compared 
to his other work, it is lusty and bourgeois and just plain 
unserious. It's Ed doing Esquire instead of the Paris Review or even 
Sierra. It wasn’t nearly as radical as the other stuff happening in 
the year it was published — 1975 — like the end of the Vietnam 
War. It was a book about people, not Deep Ecology or Anar- 
chism. It was pop culture. Subsequently, it charmed the pants off 
readers and left them wide open to the book's characters’ core 
beliefs, which — if you believe the romantic descriptions of guys 
like Mike Roselle and Dave Foreman anyway — gave birth to an 
environmental direct action movement. 

That movement — your movement — exploded into the popu- 
lar imagination. It was heroic and fun! It was a whole body of 
new pop mythology. We sure could use a dose of that right 
about now. Why? Because nobody's listening to you. 

I was invited to write about the "mainstream press" for this 
edition of the Journal, and I'll put it this way: you need some! 
Saying, "It doesn't matter" just wastes a lot of potential support. 
The public is always ready to rally behind a popular cause, and 
a couple great stories can literally put words in their mouths. You 
need the press to put a face on what you do — in the same way 
George Washington Hayduke put a face on direct action. Why? 
'Cause they're putting one on you anyway, and man is it ugly. 

Look at the mainstream coverage of the ongoing WTO/anti- 
globalism protests. Reporting on the WTO meeting in Prague, 
the September 24, 2000, New York Times ran a fat piece about 
international protesters with seven big photos under the head- 
line: "Growing Up and Getting Practical Since Seattle." "Prac- 
tical" translates roughly here as "quaint" or "insignificant." 
That don't play! The other X-treme, which gets slightly less 
coverage, is descriptions of masked anarchists, nothing more. 
What should be a discussion of population growth, greed as 
God, and unfair and unsustainable global resource usage has 
become, instead, a catalog of lifestyle and fashion. Where are 
the deeds and the dialogue? Where are enviro issues on the 
Albion Nation, 1993 


world stage? Friendly reporters, well placed, can make a differ- 
ence. Ignore this, and you may be missing out on the function 
of the Fourth Estate. Not to mention the fun. 

What's the problem? Fewer reporters are hanging out with 
you. Without that personal contact, heroes — or at least good, 
memorable characters — don't emerge in the press. I didn't want 
to stop reporting on environmental stories around 1996. But 
magazines stopped buying them. The details of habitat mitiga- 
tion are simply not sexy. I mean, are they? How about the 
manipulation of global markets? Yawn! Do us all a favor: turn 
the world's priorities away from the worship of wealth and back 
to humankind's worst problem — humankind. In order to do 
this, you're going to have to give us a Hayduke. 

I wrote my first story about the FBI infiltration and bust of 
Dave Foreman and friends for a May 1989 issue of Spin. Even my 
shoddy reporting and downright fictionalizing couldn't really 
fuck it up too bad. What a story! There was criminal conspiracy, 
revolutionaries engaged in a popular cause, FBI spooks, corpo- 
rate villains, secret texts, heroics, sex, beery campfires in the 
wilderness, a popular writer as guru... hell, saving trees sounded 
like a hoot! Spin fans loved it. They wanted to know how to plug 
in! The key word in this paragraph is "popular." TV "Movie-Of- 
The-Week" people had my phone ringing off the hook. Just like 
yours should be ringing now. That I suspect they are not is a 
problem. For everyone, human and otherwise. 

Your black-clad messengers want to protect the moral high 
ground. Let the press build a low road right to it. Change minds 
on a massive scale. In late spring, 1992, I sat down in the only 
diner in Dixie, Idaho, with press photographer Michael Schumann. 
A former insurance agent calling himself Ramon had just bought 
20 acres there and was moving in a horde of dirty hippies to stop 
the roading of the Cove/Mallard timber sales. Right in the middle 
of a plate of pancakes, an elderly lady next to me broke off her 
polite banter and asked me, " Did you see that terrible article about 
these radical environmentalists in the latest Playboy?" I scanned 
the room in dead silence. The dozen largish men in the room all 
worked in timber. I shook my head and said, "No ma'am." Little 
did she know she was talking to the author. 

Schumann picked up the ball and said, "What was it about?" 

Evidently they're big Playboy readers 
up there, because they proceeded to 
describe it in detail as eight pages of 
the most biased and unGodly pro- 
Bambi buttwipe they'd ever read. 
Which it was, and intentionally so. I 
had attempted in that piece to de- 
scribe the philosophy behind the so- 
called "radical environmental move- 
ment" in the words and actions of its 
participants. The residents of Dixie 
were not amused. Worse than not 
having a voice in the piece, they said, 
they were deeply concerned that the 
four million printed copies of this 
story would convince people that 
"bio-die-versitee" was a real issue. That 
it should be taken up by Congress. 
That voting America could do what 
now — eight years later — seems a lot 
more like reality: close the national 
forests to roading and logging. 



Playboy never assigned that story, or its angle. I pushed it. Print 
and radio news, in particular, are still built on reporters. Their 
high-minded editors and publishers can be swayed by dramatic 
stories from the field. Right now, for instance, you should be 
courting America's most important newspaper, the Wall Street 
Journal. It would print a detailed analysis of the issues behind the 
WTO protests, because these issues will affect markets. Their 
readers demand this. But it won't happen unless some reporter 
spends time behind the masks, behind the soundbites, behind 
the pie-throwing, to develop a sympathetic portrait. 

Of course you’re going to get 
burned some of the time. But to use 
the rhetoric of the day, this smells 
like an opportunity. You need to get 
a reporter from the WSJ — and other 
national press — into your camp. Lit- 
erally. My regular contact and friend- 
ships with Earth Firstlers from 1989 
through 1995 yielded features in Roll- 
ing Stone (the Rod Coronado story), 

Playboy, Spin, Interview (Judi Bari and 
Paul Watson interviews) and week- 
lies in LA, San Francisco and Tucson, 
plus small pieces from Omni to Out- 
side. Trees are falling in the forest, 
and someone besides you needs to 
be there to hear them. Think it would 
compromise your principles too 
much to present one of your own 
unmasked on the cover of Interview ? 

Do it! You'd have so much juju on 
the popular imagination you'd make 
the Black Panthers look square. Radi- 
cal chic indeed. Which brings me 
back to The Monkey Wrench Gang. 

Sell out! The time is now. America 
is starved for a political hot potato; 
why not serve them yours? I know 
th at dozens — hundreds !— of you have 
taken a beating in the courts in the 
latter half of the '90s, but it really seems you have two choices: get 
the Press, or get an army. I know which one's cheapest — in every 
sense of the term — and to that end. I'll take advantage of the 
opportunity and offer a few tips on Whoring For Press: 

1. Go Large! Seattle was great. One person chained to a whale 
or a nuclear weapon is just as good. Big! No-Compromise 
campaigns have high entertainment value, and the more 
hardcore and outrageous you make them, the better. 

2. Crack the dam again. Only a handful of people and some 
ground squirrels may have seen the Glen Canyon Dam action 
back in the day, but it sure was a good one. Unambiguous and 
unforgettable. Direct action with a sense of humor. It buys you 
a load of goodwill when it comes time to crack a dam for real. 

3. Write the new mythology. Turn your Ph.D. mentors, adrena- 
line-addicted foot soldiers and Sergeant Sphincters into a cast of 
characters the whole culture can embrace. Start a new oral and 
written tradition — the rest of us know where to take it from there. 

4. Get Indians! For any American harboring even a modicum 
of white guilt, they remain the ultimate authority. No politi- 
cian, sheriff, Freddie or other public servant can go up against 
them without looking like an asshole. That's just the way it is. 


I’m thinking a First People's Gang at the next WTO protest. Or 
an indigenous hunger strike to protest loss of tribal lands 
worldwide, live on TV. Oh, the guilt! Some consortium would 
buy the network time just to get it off the air, and that would 
still be a big win. Hell, I'd walk around in a tin foil hat if they 
told me it was the native way, and most people feel the same. 

5. Make camps. In beautiful meadows, by a river, with owls 
and coyotes. God, action camps are great. Campfires may not 
be ecologically sound anymore, but then neither are conven- 
tions, or tear gas for that matter, and firelight is definitely the 
best atmosphere for talking to a re- 
porter. Stories! Stars! S'mores! Share a 
tent with a randy young activist far 
from home! Sometime around mid- 
night of the second day, any desk- 
weary reporter in camp will be stoned 
out of their noodle on all of the above 
and decide that your cause is Just and 
Right and In Need of a Champion! 
The Redwood Summer camps were so 
fun that I was spreading the gospel to 
other reporters, even persuading an 
editor from US News & World Report to 
rough it. She slept in her rental car 
and still thought it reeked of adven- 
ture. How long do you think she would 
stay at your street rally before she'd be 
looking for a highball back at the 
hotel? Drinks and conversation back 
at the tent serve your purposes best. 

6. Invite infiltration. Nothing is hot- 
ter! Anywhere the FBI or BATF tread, 
the press is sure to follow. Just as long as 
your most hardcore actions are kept to 
a bulletproof affinity group, you can 
chat happily into anyone's lapel pin 
with the assurance that any strategic 
secrets are only being traded for sympa- 
thetic portrayal in feature articles, books 
and blockbuster movies. Probably star- 
ring hot young actors eager to Stick It To The Man. 

7. Get pretty. How many out-of-shape hacks shinnied up a 
rope just to get a good look at Julia "Butterfly" Hill? Sorry the 
world is so shallow, but sex goes right on selling. Shit, Gwyneth 
Paltrow doesn't have anything much going on right now, get 
her up a tree. Or Gisele Bundchen. In swimwear. 

8. Get Gisele Bundchen in swimwear. 

9. Have better parties. Get the pictures on the web and in the 
society rags. There’s nothing that the young scions of entitle- 
ment respect more than debauchery and dangerous fun. Right 
now, they are all herded together in a New York City bar wearing 
Armani suits and their best game face, worrying behind the 
cocaine, "Somewhere, someone's having a better time than 
me." Be that someone, and they will find you and your message. 
They'll quit their soulless jobs on Wall Street and convince their 
moms to place whole forests in public trusts. Later, you'll find 
out that strangely good-smelling kid with the expensive sweat- 
ers is some kind of Kennedy, and his or her conversion to 
Anarcho-ecoism will get 1 1 pages in Vanity Fair. 

continued on page 97 
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continued from page 10 

My crew was not allowed on their ship. 
When we left, Greenpeace warned us to 
stay out of Icelandic waters. Quaking in 
our deck-boots, we scurried away from 
Iceland in mortal fear and proceeded to 
the Faroe Islands to save a few whales. 

June 1986; Malmo, Sweden: The Sea 
Shepherd sails from Plymouth, England, 
to Sweden. We berth a few blocks from 
where the meeting of the IWC is taking 
place. Ben White is our official observer 
at the meeting. He is not happy. "The 
whalers intend to keep whaling. They 
say that Icelandic and Norwegian whal- 
ing is not commercial and must continue 
for scientific purposes." 

The objective for continuation of scien- 
tific whaling would be almost funny were 
it not so tragic. The Icelanders requested a 
scientific permit to kill whales so as to 
determine the reasons for a decline in fin 
and sei whale populations in the North 
Atlantic. The scientific committee 
rejected the proposal. One com- 
mittee member stated, "Iceland 
is seeking to prostitute sci- 
ence in an attempt to mask 
a commercial venture." 

Iceland left the . f, i&JH 

meeting vowing to 


. ' ap- 

| proach had 

failed. A decade 
of work to bring about 
a moratorium was all for nothing. With 
the moratorium in effect, whales con- 
tinued to be slaughtered by the Soviet 
Union, Japan, Iceland, Norway, and 
South Korea. We were ready to act against 
these pirates; but still the forces of mod- 
eration screamed, "We still have an ace 
in the hole, the Packwood-Magnuson 
Amendment.” 

The Packwood-Magnuson Amendment 
is a wonderful piece of legislation de- 
signed to protect whales through eco- 
nomic sanctions against nations that do 
not comply with IWC regulations. This 
meant that Iceland, Norway, Japan and 
South Korea would have to stop whaling 
or face the ire of the US. To keep whaling 
would be to lose fishing rights in US 


waters and to lose the right to market fish 
in the US. Sounds too good to be true, 
and it was. President Reagan announced 
that the US would not impose sanctions 
on a NATO ally. By choosing to discrimi- 
nate in the application of the Amend- 
ment, the president made a mockery of 
the law and sacrificed whales on the altar 
of NATO. To add insult to injury, the 
President then struck a deal with the 
Icelanders that would allow them to sell 
49 percent of their whale meat to Japan 
without US interference. The price: per- 
mission to use Iceland as a staging plat- 
form for the Soviet-'JS summit. 

July 1986; the North Atlantic: 

On route back to Britain 

after our sec- gjf 

ondsum- 


for Earth First!. Rod Coronado is a 

young Californian, an articulate, 
dedicated whale warrior. He is not sat- 
isfied with being jailed and shot at in 
the Faroe Islands. He has a plan and a 
damn good one to boot — a commando 
raid of Reykjavik. 

We don't discuss details or strategy. If 
the kid has an idea, that's all the detail I 
want to know. We do review, however, 
the Sea Shepherd Society guidelines for 
direct action in the field. We have five 
rules: 1) No explosives. 2) No utilization 
of weapons. 3) No action taken that has 
even a remote possibility of causing in- 
jury to a living thing. Respect for life 
must always be our primary consider- 
ation. 4) If apprehended, do not resist 
arrest in a violent manner. 5) Be prepared 
to accept full responsibility and suffer 
the possible consequences for your ac- 
tions. Could he operate within the guide- 
lines? Yes. End of discussion. He and 
David Howitt were now on their own as 
Sea Shepherd field operatives. 

15 October 1986: Rod and David arrive 


in Reykjavik and book into the Salvation 
Army Youth hostel. Hey, our guys travel 
first class. They find jobs in the local fish 
processing plant. There are more jobs than 
citizens in Iceland, so securing employ- 
ment as a non-citizen is relatively easy. 

They spend three weeks scouting the sites 
and determining the schedule of the secu- 
rity watches. They wait for an opportunity. 

November 8: A stormy day and night in 
Iceland. Rod and David drive the 50 miles 
to the whale processing plant. It is Satur- 
day night and the watchman has gone 
home, leaving the station abandoned. 
The two Sea Shepherd agents break 
into the plant. The tools are 
there — sledge hammers, acid 
and, ah yes, two 
monkeywrenches. 

The objective is to 
inflict as much 
^ ' - l||gW economic 

l W i : |||v destruc- 

t i o n 


possible. 

The refrigeration machin- 
ery is destroyed, after which six die- 
sel engines are dismantled and the 
plant's pumps destroyed. Engine parts 
are tossed into the deep waters of the 
fjord along with flensing knives and 
tools. The laboratory is demolished. 
The computers are trashed thoroughly 
and cyanic acid poured into the dis- 
kette files and filing cabinets. After eight 
hours, the plant looks as if it suffered a 
bomb blast. Damage was later estimated 
at 1.8 million US dollars. 

Our two merry eco-commandos then 
drive back to Reykjavik in the early morn- 
ing. They go directly to the three whaling 
ships tied in the harbour. A fourth is in 
dry dock. Both men go through all the 
cabins on board the ships. On the third 
ship, they locate a sleeping watchman. 
They decide to spare the third ship so as 
to avoid possible injury to the watch- 
man. The wind is howling and the water 
is choppy and the noise provided by 
nature covers the activities of the two 
men below decks. They spend nearly two 
hours in preparation. The removal of 14 
bolts from the salt water sea valve flange 
results in a massive volume of water 
spewing into the engine compartment of 
the ship. The other ship is dealt with in a 
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similar manner a few moments later. The 
third ship is cut adrift so as not to be 
dragged down with the two now mor- 
tally wounded killer boats. 

The crew then calmly walks down the 
dock and drives to the airport at Kleflavik 
30 miles away. The ships sink within 40 
minutes. The police discover the results 
at 0600 hours. 

At about the same time, our crew is 
stopped by a routine roadblock on 
route to the airport. Both men are 
questioned and given a breath ana- 
lyzer test to determine if they have 
been drinking. They have not and are 
allowed to proceed. They board an Ice- 
landic airlines flight to Luxembourg 
and leave at 0745 hours. 

Back in V ancouver, early Sunday morn- 


to cheat, lie, 
use the name 
of science — 
whatever is 1 
necessary. 

They're 
completely 
unethical." 

Another 
positive result 
of Sea Shep 
herd activities is 
that people have 
been aroused from 
their complacency 
and apathy over whal 
ing. Most people thought 
whaling was a thing of the past. After 
all, we have a moratorium in effect. Our 



ing: My phone rings. It is Sarah Hambley, actions shook the world awake on this 

our director for the United Kingdom, issue and delivered a message: Whaling whaling operations. 

Calmly she says, "Paul, we have two on continues despite international regula- Iceland left the IWC in 1992 and be- 
the bottom." tions. The whaling nations — Iceland, came a member of the North Atlantic 

The raid on Reykjavik had been a Norway, South Korea, Japan, and the Marine Mammal Commission, a group of 
success. Rod and David had brought Soviet Union — are in contempt of inter- pro-whaling states with ambitions of re- 
the Icelandic whaling industry to its national regulations. placing the IWC as the recognized interna- 

knees and then kicked it in the teeth. Norway responded to the raid in Ice- tional legal authority on whaling. 

The damage to the ships was later land by throwing a fit of paranoia. Be- In the years since 1986, Iceland has 

estimated at $2.8 million, to add to lieving that Sea Shepherd hit squads made periodic announcements that it will 

the $1.8 million of damage to the were poised for attack, the country in- soon take up whale hunting again, world 

plant. The Hvalur of Hvalfjordur whal- creased its security budget, thus in- opinion be damned — most recently in March 

ing company received a reprimand to creasing its costs and cutting into ille- 1999, when the Icelandic Parliament passed 

their pirate whaling activities which gal whaling profits. The security won't a resolution to resume whaling "as soon as 

has cost them $4.6 million, in addi- help. When the first opportunity arises, possible." Polite but firm diplomatic 

tion to canceling their insurance, and the whaling ships of Norway will be communiques from the US State Depart- 

increasing their future security costs, converted to submersibles by Sea Shep- merit have usually followed such pronounce- 

The destruction of the refrigeration herd agents. ments, and no more is heard on the matter 

unit spoiled the stockpile of whale Rod has returned to the US. David is for awhile. 

meat. The Japanese were not happy to back in merry old England. Iceland has Resumption of whaling by Iceland repre- 

discover that the Icelanders had re- issued warrants for their arrest through sents a particularly dangerous case: The 

frozen the thawed meat and were at- Interpol, but extradition is not possible government has made it clear that its pri- 

tempting to sell it. due to the illegality of Iceland's whaling mary interest is in international trade in 

The news of the raid on Reykjavik was operation. I am being investigated by whale meat and blubber, not local con- 

greeted enthusiastically throughout most Canadian authorities for possible con- sumption and sale. Iceland is not a mem- 

of the world. Of course, we had our spiracy charges, but I'm not losing any ber of the Convention on International 

critics. The ever dependable Greenpeace sleep over the noise from Ottawa. Our Trade in Endangered Species. Should it 

crowd condemned the act as terroristic, legal ass is covered. finally decide to return to the hunt, any 

foolish, simplistic... ad nauseum. I under- We have important things to do, in- trade sanctions or embargoes in response 
stand their position. After all, there are eluding further enforcement of interna- would be challenged under the General 

more anti-whalersemployed in the world tional regulations against offending Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (i.e. eco- 

than there are whalers; and shucks, actu- whaling nations. We are also preparing nomic reprisals against Iceland for inter- 

ally ending whaling might lead to, shud- an expedition to the North Pacific in the national trade in whale meat would likely 

der, no more work for anti-whalers. One summer of 1987 to confront the drift- be declared "WTO illegal.") 

has to feel sorry for all the Greenpeace net fishermen of Japan, Korea and Tai- The International Whaling Commission 
Puller Brush men who would suffer. They wan. Each summer, they send about has maintained its ongoing ban on Sea 

have a good thing going — hundreds of 2,000 ships to the North Pacific to set Shepherd attendance at its annual meetings 

salesmen knocking on doors throughout monofilament nets that range from eight as a result of the 1986 action. The Clinton- 

North America, peddling eco-business to 35 miles in length. The incidental Gore backed Revised Management Scheme 

for 35 percent of the take. 1 say, throw the killsinthesenetsincludeapproximately for “limited, controlled" whale hunting is 
bums out. A more realistic reaction came 150,000 marine mammals and one to now wending its way through committees at 

from Dr. Roger Payne, one of the world’s two million sea birds each year; plus the IWC. Provisional approval is expected 

leading whale researchers. Speaking a they have a severe impact on popula- when the IWC meets in July 2001. Iceland is 

week after the incident, Dr. Payne said, "1 tionsof salmon, billfish, squidand other now petitioning to rejoin the IWC, sensing 

have given up thinking it Iwhalingj can finny types. that the end of the global moratorium and 

be handled through international agree- Editor's note: The Hvalur 6 and Hvalur 7 the return of legalized commercial whaling 
ments. These whaling nations are willing were eventually refloated but never resumed is imminent. 


20th Anniversary Earth First! Page 95 


AGAINST REDESIGNING NATURE 


6L0BAL UPRISING TAKES ON THE GENE-SPLICING FRANKENSCIENTISTS! 


by Bioengineering Action Network 

The brave new world of genetic engineering has recently come 
under scrutiny, and in some cases, full-on attack, by ecological 
radicals, green anarchists, anti-capitalists, cultural survivalists, na- 
tive communities, farmers, animal liberationists, consumer advo- 
cates, feminists and various scientists and scholars. Finally, people 
are starting to understand the implications of this new era of science 
and realizing how the US-based corporations pioneering the "life 
sciences" are really the 
same old dudes. 

These corporate con- 
quistadores are the same 
ones who created and 
marketed — through the 
World Bank and multi- 
national development 
banks — the "green revo- 
lution" in industrial, 
chemical-intensive agri- 
culture, nowposing as the 
saviors of the same "un- 
developed" world. Bio- 
technology is neo-colo- 
nialism, dressed up with 
a shiny environmental 
image that is deceptive 
and opportunistic. 

Most people forget that 
actions against geneti- 
cally engineered (GE) 
crops actually began in 
the US. In 1987, Earth First! claimed three attacks on crops 
sprayed with a GE bacterium in California. The bacterium, 
Pseudomanas syringae, better known as FROSTBAN, was in- 
tended to help strawberries and other crops withstand colder 
climates. The spray's effects on microclimates was expected to be 
disruptive and unpredictable. The first action, claimed by EF! 
and the Strawberry Liberation Front, occurred after an above 
ground campaign failed despite numerous legal and public 
outreach efforts. The night before the bacterium was to be 
released, activists snuck onto the field and uprooted all the 
plants. Unfortunately, the plants were left behind; workers put 
all the plants back in their respective holes, and the company 
went ahead with the release. 

In the mid '90s word trickled into activist circles of a full on 
revolt brewing in Europe over the issue of genetically engineered 
food. Unlike the US, where GE crops are in much of the food we 
eat, countries such as England, Germany and Italy have not 
commercialized many "products." Stories of crop trashings (what 
Brits called "decontaminations") began to get people in radical 
circles to question whether this was an ecological issue or not. 

Around 1998 it became apparent that the Brits were not 
fooling around. Mass nighttime and daytime actions took the 
UK by storm and inspired many in the US. The Lincolnshire 
Loppers not only trashed GE wheat at the Cereals '98 trade show 
in the UK but also released photographs to the media that 
eventually made their way into US activist circles. GenetiX 
Snowball chose a more open route, actively pulling GE crops in 
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plain view of the police, wearing white, biohazard suits and then 
delivering those plants to companies like Aventis and Monsanto. 

The Karnataka State Farmers Union in India initiated "Op- 
eration: Cremate Monsanto" by burning an illegal crop of the 
company's GE cotton in the middle of the day! Clearly this 
issue affected both the North and the South and compelled 
people to take action. 

Inspired by the tenacity of the British and Southern anti- 
genetix movement, the American underground has grown ex- 
ponentially in the last 
two years. An under- 
ground direct action 
movement reappeared 
in the late 1990s, rock- 
ingNorth America with 
reports of trashed GE 
test sites and sabotaged 
experimental labs. 
Thirty-eight attacks on 
this continent since 
1998 have propelled the 
issue into prominence 
in the direct action 
movement and, to 
some degree, in the 
mainstream. 

Groups with names 
like the Anarchists 
Golfing Association, 
Reclaim the Seeds, 
Gerietix Goblins, the 
WTO Welcome Com- 
mittee and even the Earth Liberation Front have conducted 
actions against the biotechnology industry. GE crops of all 
varieties and universities doing the bidding of corporate bio- 
technology companies have all been targeted by various groups 
in the US. Many actions have focused on non-GE targets 
attempting to show that it is not just about genetic engineering 
but the domination of agribusiness itself. Recent reports of 
attempted arsons, machinery sabotage in Italy and England, 
and occupations of boats transporting genetically modified 
organisms (GMOs) in Brazil by the Rural Landless Movement 
(MST) show that tactics are escalating. 

But underground tactics are obviously limited. With the 
exception of mass demonstrations in Boston (March 2000) and 
Montreal (January 2000) during the BIO (industry) conference 
and Biosafety Protocol talks, respectively, above-ground cam- 
paigns have consisted of consumer boycotting and pressuring 
chain stores to label foods containing GMOs. 

In Genova, Italy, in May 2000, roughly 10,000 people de- 
scended on an industry conference, demonstrating mass pub- 
lic opposition to GMOs. Simultaneously, hundreds broke po- 
lice lines and caused a major disturbance to the conference. 
Eleven cash machines belonging to the bank financing the 
conference were sabotaged during the demonstration. 

In Minneapolis in late July, hundreds marched in the streets 
around an animal genetics conference there, drawing the 
public spotlight toward a controversial but previously invisible 
issue — the genetic manipulation of livestock and laboratory 



Waah! Reclaim the Seeds cut up this GE corn in Berkeley and left organic seed instead. 






animals to increase profits for the agribusiness and pharmaceu- 
tical industries. Simultaneously, two underground actions 
happened in solidarity, one in Wisconsin at a Forest Service 
tree genetics research station and another in St. Paul, at an 
Aventis Bio-Sciences office. 

As you read this, a private company in Massachusetts is 
seeking regulatory approval for the first commercially available 
genetically engineered livestock, Atlantic salmon. In a matter of 
months, millions of salmon engineered to grow faster could be 
bred in fish farms, undoubtedly escaping into the wild through 
holes in nets, as do conventionally bred fish already. 

Similarly, Roundup-Ready poplar trees are in the market 
pipeline, waiting for approval. These trees will be able to 
withstand increased flooding of Monsanto's Roundup herbi- 
cide in tree farms around the world, which is expected to give 
rise to "superweeds'' as plants adapt to the biocides by forming 
resistance to them. These mutants' counterpart, "superpests," 
in GE pesticide-laden crops, will surely pose a threat to the 
already screwed up and unbalanced web of life in most any 
domesticated ecosystem. In May, a respected German zoologist 
found evidence that genes used to modify crops can jump the 
species barrier and cause bacteria to mutate. Earlier that month, 
shop-bought honey in the UK was found to contain GM pollen. 
And in the most recent experiments from Iowa State University, 
it has been proven that monarch butterflies die disproportion- 
ately when exposed to Bt (bacteria engineered into corn) corn 
pollen. A spokesman for Novartis, the seed company that 
developed the Bt corn used in the experiments, discounted the 
study with a ridiculous claim: "Research conducted outdoors 
doesn't indicate what happens in a field environment." 

The industry is expanding daily, overlapping with other 
industries from timber, to oil, nuclear and chemical to produce 
marketable, quick-fix "solutions" to problems caused by indus- 



trial mishaps. For example, pulp and paper companies have 
joined with Monsanto to develop trees engineered to reduce 
lignin content, which makes the tree grow straight. These 
companies boast that less lignin means less dioxin is created 
in the papermaking process. This technology will 
help such companies maintain profit margins 
in the face of the impending death of their 
industry due to expensive EPA regulated pro- 
duction costs now that dioxins are outlawed. 

The ecological threat of redesigning nature 
to fit capitalism is only one consequence 
of genetic engineering. The more 
fundamental danger of total 
control and commodification 
of something that can never be 
owned or manufactured — the 
life force itself — lies beneath the 
surface, and is rarely exposed, 
even by biocentric radicals. If 
not the radical environmen- 
tal movement, then who will 
be left to take the actions nec- 
essary to illustrate just how clear 
and present this threat is? 

For more information about genetic 
engineering or advice on starting your 
own direct action campaigns contact 
the Bioengineering Action Network, 

POB 11331 Eugene, OR 97440; 
ban@tao.ca; www.tao.ca/~ban. 


Earth Firstiers were there first! From the 1986 
anti-GMO demos in California. 



continued from page 93 

10. Get off that shitty hippie music and listen to the hot wank 
of the young people. Music today — oh my God! It's terrible! So 
what! The fact is that it sells more than ever before. Get Christina 
Aguilera up a tree right now! I see Britney Spears’ fake boobs 
stuffed into a dolphin suit! I see the Backstreet Boys dragging 

150.000 screaming toddlers to a Congressional hearing on the 
effects of habitat mitigation on the snail darter! One teenybop 
album titled "Oops... Exxon Did It Again” or maybe "Kryptonite 
Lock of Love" could bring in millions of recruits. Get 'em while 
they're young. What's more, their fundamentalist parents love 
it! If only they knew! It's a fun-for-the-whole-family deal. 

Not only are young musicians great for press, they're also 
good at raising money. Some of you may not believe your 
movement needs money to exist, but let's get past this naive 
assumption and recognize that there is always a Cleveland 
Amory buying boats for Sea Shepherd or a mom paying bail. In 
short, there is always someone paying. Pay for it yourself, if you 
want, by throwing a rave. Fatboy Slim, Dieselboy and Under- 
world may sound like knock-off clothing brands at Walmart, but 
the kids know what's up. Full moon raves in LA draw up to 

35.000 pairs of big pants with kids inside them, all ripped to the 
tits on E, mouths clamped on pacifiers, and minds wide open to 
the message of "Direct Action Now!" If they're willing to pay $4 
a bottle for plain ol' water, think how much they'll pay for an EF! 
sticker. Lift your head out of your dirt farm music for one second 
and embrace the future of completely synthetic thump! 


11. Keep the old drunks around. Like Ramon and Roselle. A 
skilled practitioner can tell a damn good story behind a couple 
martinis. Remember those? Of course you don't. 

12. Get naked. Nudism still sets the proper tone for any news 
feature. 

13. Recruit fine artists. The anomy and emptiness that haunts 
most of today's design-school-driven fine art is begging for text 
and context. You can give it to them. Artists and their haunts 
generally don't mind if your a Trotskyist Green or even a nude 
one. Give away EF! Journal subscriptions to all incoming art 
students. Aesthetics count, and if you're shit looks better than 
the opposition then it might just be better. 

14. If all else fails, there’s always woo-woo. Even amongst 
American born-agains, pagan rituals continue to command 
fascination and respect. People love The Blair Witch Project, 
because secretly they fear that it's true, all true. 

15. Dig people. Overpopulation may be the source of all this 
mess, but even in his correctness, Malthus is a bummer. Hating 
has a habit of backfiring. "Pop is about liking things," Warhol 
said, and his career's going fine. Jesus loved everyone, and he gets 
pretty good press. Y our movement is not comparable to collecting 
obscure CDs and feeling smug that no one else knows about them. 
The idea is to change the world, and in order to do that, a 
percentage of the whole world has to agree with you. Magazines and 
newspapers are mostly read by educated people who are fairly hip 
to your ideas. If you treat them like they are beneath contempt for 
their middle-class lives, then you deserve it when they run you 
over in their SUVs. It takes respect to entertain strangers with a 
great story. Won't you find the generosity of spirit to tell us yours? 
I suspect that, somewhere, Hayduke lives. 

Dean Kuipers is a freelance writer who figured out that Earth 
Firstiers tend to open up a bit if you buy the beer. He lives in LA with 
his partner and their newborn child. 
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by Pri Mitivist 


Even Uncle Sam came out this year to say "no to GMO" at Biodevastation in Boston. 


Where do you live? 

Earth First! was born out of the 
"rednecks for wilderness" faction of the 
conservation biology movement. It was 
fresh and provocative, and it had a sense 
of humor not seen since the days of the 
Yippies. Folks who worked for, or worked 
in, the wilds took a no compromise stand 
to defend them. 

Things have changed drastically in the 
last decade. Just 10 years ago most of the 
contacts listed in the back of the Journal 
were near the wildlands that we love so 
much, or out in the country. But look in 
the back of this issue or most any issue of 
the last decade, and this striking fact be- 
comes apparent: We are also in the cities. 

Some of the strongest and most active 
EF! groups are in urban areas. From Minne- 
apolis to Austin, New York to Los Angeles, 
we are to Babylon what fleas are to the dog: 
a little itch that grows and breeds and can 
become fatal if not eradicated. 

How did we get here and why? 

Living in this minimum security prison 
known as the United States of America, 
most of us need to sell our labor at some 
point in our lives. When dumpster diving, 
bartering and shopping at Goodwill just 
don't make ends meet, we are forced to go 
to the city to look for work, prostituting 
ourselves to the man. Many of us, myself 
included, were born city folk and this was 
what we believed life was all about... until 
we got out into the wild. 

Whether growing up in or moving to 
the city we awaken, realizing that Babylon 
is destroying all life, consuming it at an 
unsustainable rate. We see the machine 
world everyday. We feel empty and sepa- 
rated from the beauty and freedom of 
wildness and wilderness. Either we suc- 
cumb to it, or we rebel. 

The rebellion has taken many forms. 
Earth Firstlers in cities all over the country 
have organized against sprawl, to save ur- 
ban parks and to fight roads, and Critical 
Mass bike rides are a strictly urban phe- 
nomenon. 

The so-called "Battle of Seattle” was won 
mostly due to the technology and resolve 
of Earth Firstlers or people who gained 
experience through EF! style campaigns. 
Without both the "no compromise" ideals 
and the blockading technology, the del- 
egates would have busted through the 
lines, and once again international capital 
would have won the day. 

The black bloc, Earth First! malcontents, 
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green anarchists and other anti-capitalists 
took the opportunity to say "fuck the civil, 
lets get disobedient" and raise the stakes in 
a way that could never happen in the 
forests with standard monkeywrenching. 
The black bloc is a result of the growing 
anarchistic and urban tendencies of our 
movement; its synthesis and alliance with 
other movements is a result of the urban- 
ization of some of our warriors. 

In Washington DC, at the A16 days of 
resistance to the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) and World Bank, guerrilla gar- 
deners worked in community gardens 
alongside children to help neighborhoods 
wean themselves away from industrial food 
production. Following these actions they 
spread organic food and flower seeds 
around the city in hopes of replacing toxic 
lawns with organic community gardens. 
Many of these same gardeners squatted 
homes in the poorest areas of the city, 
planting gardens in their yards with the 
hopes of turning these reclaimed dwell- 
ings over to poor and homeless families. 
This guerrilla gardening caught on 
and resulted in similar actions 
around the world on May Day. 

In New York and many other 
cities around the nation we have 
seen community gardens take root 
and bring diverse communities to- 
gether. These projects have been 
exercises in sustainability and com- 
munity organizing. Gardens have 
become neighborhood centers and 
thus have been attacked by the state . 
Evidently they threaten the state's 
plans to develop real mutual aid out 
of existence and replace it with huge 
for-profit development. El Jardin de 
la Esperanza (The Garden of Hope) 
in New York City was recently evicted and 
bulldozed, but only after community mem- 
bers ranging from grandmothers to activ- 
ists camped out, blockaded and were ulti- 
mately arrested defending this urban oasis . 

Because forests are far removed from 
supply lines, recruits and media, we have 
relied on urban bases in our campaigns. By 
organizing in the city, we have come back 
much stronger each time they beat us 
down and built relationships critical to 
organizing a mass movement. We have 
many natural allies in the cities. 

Residents of cities are often victims of 
police oppression and brutality. Many of 
us have been victims of brutality and op- 
pression in the forests. From Idaho, where 
it is quite literally illegal to be an Earth 
Firstler, to California's North Coast where 
nonviolent protesters in Congressman 
Frank Riggs’ office had pepper spray ap- 
plied directly to their eyes and New York 
City where tanks have assaulted squatters, 
we experience assault for taking a stand to 


defend life and liberty. 

In the city we have the chance to make 
links between these issues, to bring on a 
revolution that sets the people's will free 
and releases the grip of the state on every- 
day life. These links have resulted in new 
opportunities for building power across 
movements, class lines, color lines and the 
artificial international political boundaries 
that are forced upon us. 

There are lessons to be learned from the 
close study of the history of other urban 
movements such as the Black Panthers, 
MOVE and the Africa family, the American 
Indian Movement (AIM) and even the 
Yippies. Although each of these move- 
ments is unique, the similarities and the 
differences can help us develop useful 
models for urban organizing campaigns 
and keep our EF! culture vibrant. 

Like the Black Panthers, White Panther 
Party, MOVE, the Nation of Islam and the 
IWW, AIM helps people on the edge of 
society — murdered, missionaried and mis- 
lead into assimilation — to realize the power 


that we all wield when we join together 
with others. Each of these movements 
realized it was necessary to make sure people 
were fed, housed, spiritually inspired, edu- 
cated, entertained and had their culture 
maintained. 

These groups were not afraid to take on 
power in their struggles. And they often 
won. Because they won, they became vic- 
tims of government repression. The les- 
son is that people will more likely be 
motivated to become active if their basic 
needs are met. 

In Minnesota, for the first time in an 
urban area in the US, Earth Firstlers created 
an ongoing major land occupation: the 
Minnehaha Free State. Formed as resis- 
tance to road expansion into undeveloped 
green space and Native sacred sites in Min- 
neapolis, Minnehaha created a vision and 
daily enacted what a truly free, inspired 
and fair community could be. Minnehaha 
was a greater threat in the city than it could 
ever have been in the forests, and the 


powers that be could not allow it to survive 
because of the rebellion, hope and imagi- 
nation it inspired. This urban struggle ex- 
posed the face of fascism when 802 cops 
were sent in to tear it down, indicating that 
this type of environmental struggle is an 
area of potential vulnerability of power 
and needs to be exploited repeatedly 
throughout the country. 

If we build geographically concentrated 
communities of people who share a com- 
mon vision, we stand a greater chance of 
sustaining ourselves through inevitable 
state repression, potential starvation and 
violent chaos. If we are surrounded by 
people we love and trust, in land-based 
communities within the city, we will be 
much more able to respond to the chang- 
ing conditions of the world. We will be 
more prepared, rather than left reeling and 
reacting to crisis. 

It is important for our movement to be 
able to provide for our basic needs, in- 
cluding cultural maintenance and enter- 
tainment, if we want to build a brighter 
future. If we organize effectively 
and densely enough, we can incite 
cultural revolution and de-indus- 
trialization, and hopefully bring 
about peace. 

We need to be in the forests and 
the cities if we are ever going to 
^ destroy the corporate-capitalist hold 
? on power, and replace it with our 
.§■ vision of eco-anarchism, commu- 
g nity-self determination, playfulness 
| and industrial collapse. The triumph 
5 of the creative destruction of civili- 
" zation over state-sponsored terror- 
ism relies on freedom from choice. 
We need balance and we need to be 
part of the food chain again. 

With an understanding of our roots in 
wilderness defense and the clear acknowl- 
edgment of the opportunities that our 
current urban makeup provides, we can 
step into the new millennium with more 
tools in our toolbox. 

Urban organizing, in conjunction with 
our wilderness actions, may be the Earth's 
best bet for survival, our best bet for 
destroying the control that the white, 
capitalist, patriarchy has over the future 
of our planet, the web of life and the 
choices available to us and to future 
generations. Only with the nurturing 
and support that true communities have 
to offer will our movement thrive in an 
urban world as a source of inspiration 
and a wellspring of active resistance to 
the destruction of the wild. 

Pri Mitivisthas been a multi-issue organizer 
for more than a decade, believing that in 
today's society there is no way to escape being 
a racist, sexist hypocrite and thatwe should all 
own up to it. 



EFlers battled the WTO and cops in Seattle. 
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continued from page 33 

For a person like me, I'd love to see 
grizzlies linked up from Colorado to 
Canada. We need to restore so many wild- 
lands, let alone saving all we got left. If you 
can't let the only forever, free-roaming 
bison in the world who happen to be in 
Yellowstone Park, if we can't allow those 
native animals to recolonize their own 
habitat on public lands around 
Yellowstone, what the fuck are we talking 
about wolves from Maine to Mexico? It is 
really just crazy if we're getting our ass 
kicked on this one here. Y ou feel hypocriti- 
cal when you talk about bringing grizzlies 
and wolves back to Nebraska. 

EFIJ: Do you see it as a reality that the 
Yellowstone grizzly populations will even- 
tually spill into Glacier's, or vice versa? 

DP: I think that is the way we have 
to think, and we’ve got to do every- 
thing in our power to make that hap- 
pen, which is a real challenge to our 
mainstream culture because it reverses 
the destructive notion of progress, 
the growth that we have — tearing up 
golf courses, getting under or over 
freeways, restoring habitat. As im- 
possible as it sounds, I see that as the 
only hope, not just for the wild Earth 
but basically the only hope for our 
species. The world is burning. It is 
really hard to know what priorities to 
set. My priorities have always been 
the most important thing — to pre- 
serve wild habitat, wilderness or what- 
ever you want to call it. That is the 
source of all our power. 1 don't think 
that human beings can survive with- 
out it. In my mind the odds of the 
grizzly making it and us making it are 
exactly the same... 

The core issue is the preservation of 
wilderness and the restoration of wil- 
derness. After all, that is where we 
ourselves sprang. A lot of people think that 
the human species is so... (a beautiful 
goddamn hawk just flew over my shoulder 
here). Um, hell, where was I. Anyway, that 
habitat that I'm talking about is where we 
ourselves evolved. We evolved from habi- 
tat whose remnants today we call wilder- 
ness. That which evolves does not survive 
without the continuance of the conditions 
of its genesis. 

I do a lot of work with our old friends at 
Round River Conservation Studies up in 
BC. As much as possible our conservation, 
especially saving those last temperate 
rainforests, depends on j oining the causes 
of Native peoples. Which is not to say 
Native Americans always walk on water. 
That is not true. Insofar as traditional 
people and these last wildlands, I support 
their primary rights to the land. Yet I'm a 
person that doesn't believe anyone owns 


the land. No one ever did. We just got it 
from people who stole it from others who 
didn't own it to begin with. And every- 
body on this continent is an immigrant — 
Native Americans, Europeans. But the 
mainstream European culture never 
learned a fucking thing. We didn't deal 
with these animals, we just blew them 
away. There is great traditional wisdom 
that still resides in the Earth in the form of 
traditional culture. Insofar as possible, my 
conservation work means joining causes 
with Native peoples whenever possible, 
unless they want to build a golf course or 
clearcut a forest, of course. 

EFIJ: You've had a lot of interaction 
and communication with the griz. Can 
you share a moment that moved you 
like no other? 



DP: It was those great occasions of the 
grizzly really granting me quarter. God, 
that teaches you a lot, an act of restraint. 
I'm going back to the Grizzly Hilton by 
myself in about two weeks here, and I 
haven't done that in a couple years. But the 
Grizzly Hilton is just a magic, very tiny, 
very fragile, vulnerable place that just hap- 
pens to have a shit load of bears. I was up 
there by myself some time ago, and I was 
on a knife-edge ridge. There was a storm 
coming in, and I had to camp on top of this 
ridge, right on the summit of this little 
mountain range. 

I was looking down in this valley, watch- 
ing a sow grizzly and her yearling cub feed 
on huckleberries. It was getting dark, and I 
just figured I'd let this bear come up and go 
over the ridge in front of me so I didn't 
disturb her. I don't like to disturb grizzlies. 
A great day for me is when the bears never 


know I’m around. 

When grizzlies pack themselves in for 
concentrated food, whether it is salmon or 
human garbage or insects or even huckle- 
berries, they form a hierarchy. There were 
a couple dozen grizzlies up in this little area 
all interacting every day. And at the top of 
this hierarchy was this big black grizzly. He 
was the biggest, meanest son of a bitch on 
the mountain, the alpha male. 

EFIJ: This is "the Black Grizzly"? 

DP: Yes, "the Black Grizzly." My favorite 
Moby Dick griz. Here I am watching this 
sow, and all of a sudden I see movement 
down below. It is Black Grizzly grazing up 
this steep slope, browsing, eating huckle- 
berries, coming up, and it dawns on me 
that he is going to look up and see the 
mother grizzly and her yearling. On cer- 
tain years he charges and tries to kill 
everything. It is really something else. 
Meanwhile, I'm there, and the mother 
grizzly is only a couple hundred feet 
away by now, maybe less. All of a 
sudden I hear a whoosh and a great... 
like a whale sounding. All of a sudden 
this grizzly is running full tilt up the 
hill, and the mother grizzly races right 
across the ridge right in front of me 
with the yearling on her heels. And 
this big, huge black grizzly is right at 
her hind quarters, you know. They 
cross ridge and contour around a little 
cirque, and the black grizzly is closing 
within five feet, three feet, and I really 
think he's going to nail at least the 
yearling and maybe kill the mother. 
At the last minute the mother grizzly 
spins on her heels, and she just meets 
the black grizzly, jaw to jaw, and they 
rise up, both on their hind legs. Griz- 
zlies don't fight with claws. They fight 
with their jaws. I've heard grizzlies 
fight before, but I've never heard 
sounds like that in nature — the bel- 
lowing, the roaring. And this goes on prob- 
ably for no more than a minute and one- 
half. But at one time it looks like he is going 
to pin this sow and kill her, and at the last 
minute this black grizzly just turns away, 
turns his whole side away from this female 
grizzly and her cub just above her at about 
50 feet watching. He slowly backs away, 
and she goes up and joins her cub and they 
disappear. 

Meanwhile, I'm on this knife-edge ridge, 
and between me and my camp, there was 
a winter storm coming in. And there is this 
big black grizzly that just finished this big 
inconclusive fight, and I gotta go through 
it. There's no place; there’s no way to get 
out of there. 

EFIJ: Oh shit! 

DP: So I just sort of let my instincts go, 
and I drew on whatever powers I had. I 
started talking to this grizzly. He's 50 feet 
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in front of me and doesn't know I'm there. 
1 mumbled idiot things like, "Hey Black 
Grizzly this is me, D. Arapaho. Y’know, 
give me a break." 

Anyway he sees me, and he's on the 
same ridge that I'm on, and all of a sudden 
his ears go back, his ruff goes up and he 
looks right at me. If grizzlies stare at you, 
that's confrontation. Don't ever look a 
grizzly in the eye. And all of a sudden he 
does a charge. It's more like a hop charge; 
he sprints two thirds of the distance to me 
in one big bounce, and now he's 15 feet 
away. 1 just go on. I take a little step off to 
the side. I look away from the bear, and I 
just talk to him. 1 think what you say is not 
important, but the way you say it. Just 
when I think I'm really gonna' get it, at the 
last minute he flicks his ears and his eyes 
sort of go warm. Just before a grizzly's 
going to charge, the sclera turns. That’s 
what you see — the eyes turn cold and 
yellow. He looked off to the side, and he 
looked almost sad. He just disappeared 
into the brush for a second. Wham! I'm 
right by him, and I'm just racing fast as I 
can go up to my camp where I build a little 
fire. I almost never build fires up there 
because I don't want to bother them. I 
don't want to drive the griz away with the 
smoke. That night I built a fire, and within 
45 minutes there comes this "crunch, 
cmnch, crunch.” 

EF.'J: Shit 

DP: The bear is coming up, and there's 
no trees to climb up in Lliere. It's subalpine, 
you know. I stoke up the fire. I get some 
bear grass plumes that don't burn for shit, 
lace them with toilet paper, get them burn- 
ing, walk off to the side, and I can see the 
red eyes off on the side of the hill. He's only 
20 feet away. I talked to him, and he goes 
back down. But in 45 minutes he comes up 
another side of the hill. He does the same 
thing. He did that half a dozen times, till 
two in the morning. Finally, he went away, 
and I collapsed next to the fire. 

EF.'J: You crapped your pants, or what? 

DP: No, y'know that granting of quar- 
ter — that’s such a huge lesson. He had all 
the power, all the reason in the world to do 
me in, and he chose not to. A real muscular 
act of restraint. 

EF.'J: In the context of what's gonna' 
keep the griz from going extinct, what 
needs to happen? Is it going to be through 
politics, direct action, hunt sabs? What's it 
going to take? 

DP: What was the third thing? 

EF'.J: Hunt sabs, you know — direct ac- 
tion, getting between the gun and the... 

DP: Oh yeah, it's going to take all of the 
above. But above all, what it's gonna' take 
is... well, grizzlies only live today where 
people don’t, right? Well in the history of 
the grizzly on this continent nothing could 


be further from the truth. Human beings 
and grizzlies lived everywhere together. 
They eat the same foods. They occupy the 
same habitat. Archeologists are finding, 
for instance, in the state of California, the 
densest populations of Indians coincided 
with the best grizzly country. These people 
had a lore and they didn't have the option 
of shooting away grizzlies. So they learned 
a little bit about them. Our white main- 
stream culture never learned that. We just 
blow them away. 

What we need to do besides saving 
every bear we got left, every inch of wild 
habitat, restoring corridors and lots of 
other things — it's going to take human 
tolerance because grizzlies can live with 
low densities of human beings. We have 


got to learn to deal with our own fear. Out 
of that fear will be born a tolerance for 
other things. We have a bottomless fear of 
the unknown, cause we don't know any- 
thing wild anymore. To know the grizzly 
is to fear the cougar or the lion less, and 
ultimately it gives a face to fear. I don't 
think we have this today. We're going to 
fear slow peas and cabbage heads by the 
time we're done because we don't have 
anything real anymore. Above all, for the 
grizzly to survive we're going to need all 
those elements plus human beings are 
going to have to learn to share the habitat 
they've invaded. 

EF.'J: What are your thoughts on down 
the road, 20 or 50 years? Where do you see 
the bear populations? 

DP: It's going to depend on us humans 
because we are doing so many things right 
now. I'm looking at this summer — just 
the tip of a terrifying series of global 


warming. There's no question of that. 
Global warming by itself would push griz- 
zly bear habitats northward. Yellowstone 
would become marginal. What I want to 
see... now there's a whole bunch of "ifs" 
here. There's too many people everywhere 
using too much, accumulating too many 
commodities. We all know stuff like that. 
But in terms of grizzlies, I'd love to see the 
tiny remnant population in southwest- 
ern Colorado really augmented, perhaps 
with orphan bears from zoos, but with 
some kind of halfway house, and eventu- 
ally try to link Yellowstone with Colo- 
rado. It takes a hell of a lot of doing. We 
have the science, we have the culture, we 
could do that if we wanted to. Same with 
Yellowstone to Glacier. Until we've got 


grizzlies really connected all in a single 
population, these little island things are 
gonna' wink out. 

To me, there's certain days when I just 
think "God, you've lived too long you 
dumb son of a bitch." But, you know, 
life on Earth without a grizzly would not 
be livable for me. So 1 will spend the rest 
of my life fighting to keep enough wild 
habitat around to support one last griz- 
zly, and I hope we can do a lot better 
than that. 

EF'.J: Yeah, I'm with you on that one... 
So, Earth First! 's 20th birthday, what are 
your thoughts? 

DP: Carry on! Don't forget your heart, 
and your heart lives in the wilderness. 

Josh Laughlin has picked up too many bad 
habits while working at the Journal. When 
the paper heads south , he looks forward to 
creating more worm beds in his garden and 
getting lost in the backcountry. 



Yellowstone Park ranger meets grizzly bear in 1985. This bear was read its Miranda rights after 

protesting a concessionaire's expansion into its homeland. 
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continued from page 5 

This is also why the arts and ritual became important aspects in 
the movement, for they can evoke what activists believe is a 
proper spiritual perception. Indeed, from the movement's outset 
Dave Foreman insisted that to arrest environmental decline we 
must "resacralize" our perception of nature. Such a point of view is 
not subject to rational defense. But it is a premise you can test for 
yourself, outside, somewhere. 

The fundamental fact-claim of the movement is subject to 
rational scrutiny: Humans are precipitating massive extinctions. 
After intensively studying contemporary environmental science, I 
have concluded that the extinction crisis is real and among the 
gravest threats to the Earth’s living systems. 

The third central conviction, the one that makes Earth First! the 
radical vanguard of the international Deep Ecology movement, is 
that extralegal tactics are justifiable means to resist environmental 
degradation. This belief depends on a continuum of political analy- 
ses. On the more reformist side is a belief that "politics as usual" 
cannot or will not respond quickly enough to prevent extinctions. 
On the revolutionary side is the conviction that modem political 
systems have no legitimacy and must be overturned. Activists who 
view the system as destructive and corrupt, but believe it is neverthe- 
less amenable to popular pressure, deploy a diverse range of resis- 
tance tactics in an effort to wrest concessions from it. More pessimis- 
tic activists conclude that nothing short of the abolition of nation 
states and a return to foraging societies can reharmonize life on 
Earth. Such activists insist that this will occur through revolution or 
will eventually transpire as modern society collapses of its own 
suicidal inertia. 

Perhaps because of such general and understandable pessimism, 
few activists fully recognize the extent to which Earth First! has had 
profound, positive impacts. When it was founded, few in America 
had even heard of the term "biological diversity" or knew about the 
dramatic decline of the Earth's species and ecosystem variety. 
Similarly, few knew about the devastating environmental impacts of 
dam building, ranching, road building and industrial logging. Earth 
First! forced these issues onto the public agenda. Through harsh 
criticism and even ridicule, movement activists shamed mainstream 
environmental organizations for ignoring such issues, and put the 
commercial interests and government officials responsible for the 
devastation on the defensive. 

Remarkably, Earth Firstf’s campaign goals (with the exception of 
its recent focus on resisting globalization) have been largely adopted, 
although not always championed, by the green mainstream. 
Meanwhile, Earth First! critiques, along with a growing chorus of 
mainstream greens parroting them, have even begun to transform 
the practices of federal and state agencies. Moreover, concessions 
on road building and ranching on public lands, to name just two 


examples, are inconceivable in the absence of 
two decades of Earth First! activism. And who 
would have imagined 20 years ago that in the 
late 1990s the Secretary of the Interior would 
enact on a small scale the vision of Hie Monkey 
Wrench Gang, dismantling an environmen- 
tally destructive dam? Who then would have 
expected today's serious debate over breech- 
ing the dam at Glen Canyon or those block- 
ading the Columbia River Basin? 

Also little recognized is that Earth First! 
activism has played a significant role in a 
seismic shift in human attitudes toward 
nature. Survey data collected in North 
America reveal that clear majorities agree 
with propositions asserting the intrinsic 
value of nature and even its spiritual impor- 
tance, and few Americans currently express 
indifference or hostility toward endangered species. Mean- 
while, large predators are now celebrated. School children and 
clear majorities of grownups support the reintroduction of 
formerly extirpated species, even those formerly called varmints, 
such as prairie dogs and ferrets. These changes have occurred in 
a blink of evolutionary time; we can take heart from them. 

At its best, the radical environmental movement confronts the 
world with a salutary and unusual humility, claiming that humans 
are not superior to other life forms. This humility is also expressed in 
the understanding that because ecosystems are complex we will 
never fully understand them. Consequently, we should refuse to 
assume and act as though we can. At its best, radical environmental- 
ism fosters critical thinking about the roots of environmental 
degradation and intelligent and effective resistance in response. 

It is appropriate and even empowering to note the movement's 
accomplishments, especially on the occasion of Earth Firstl's 20th 
anniversary. But the global environment continues to worsen 
rapidly. One recent study estimated that 30 percent of the natural 
world was destroyed between 1970 and 1995. Although radical 
environmentalists have pioneered many ways to slow the destruc- 
tion, obviously there is no time to waste on self-congratulation. 

Instead, here at the cusp of the movement's third decade, it is time 
to think even more radically. We might begin with questions like: 
What have we learned in the past two decades? What has worked, 
what still works, and what never did? We should not leave it at that, 
but push the questioning deeper: What sorts of assumptions about 
political systems, and about the effectiveness of certain strategies 
and tactics, make the most sense, especially in the light of environ- 
mental history and global environmental politics? 

This 20th anniversary issue provides a good trailhead for such 
questioning, yet reading it should only begin a longer path. To 
maximize effectiveness we must continually re-evaluate our 
premises, strategies, tactics and ethics. Such ongoing re-ap- 
praisal also requires humility, one that refuses to assume we 
have perfectly perceived the causes of and remedies to environ- 
mental decline. Such humility may also reduce the intensity of 
internal disagreements that sometimes distract activists from 
what Gary Snyder has called "the real work." 

Whatever grief, anger or frustration we feel as we work to arrest 
further environmental destmction, the most effective resistance will 
make clear to adversaries and bystanders alike the true ground of our 
passions — namely our irrepressible love for life on Earth. 

Bron Taylor teaches ethics and is the founding director of the 
environmental studies program at the University of Wisconsin 
Oshkosh. His books include Ecological Resistance Movements: 
the Global Emergence of Radical and Popular Environmental- 
ism, and his other projects and publications can be reviewed at 
www.religionandnature.com. 
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Yes, we do send prisoners free 
subscription^, , aj£f 


photo by David J. Cross 


Bugis Cargos getting a free ride at Fishing Bridge blockade, Yellowstone National Park, 1986 


Subscribe now and save almost 20% off the cover price! 


If you are a subscriber already, please renew. 


Now that you've picked this special edition and felt the passion of Earth First!, how about subscribing? 
Did you know many small publications actually lose money selling copies in bookstores? We do. In order 
to continue bringing you the news from the frontlines (and to pay the bills), we need your support. Spread 
the word! Contributing to the EF! journal allows us to provide free copies to EF! groups around the world 
to sell for their own fundraising. Donations are always welcome. Photocopy the subscription form on page 
111, and send it to us today. Thank you for recognizing the value of the Earth First! Journal. 
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DEAR NED LUDD 

DEAR NED LUDD is currently an irregular column in the 
Earth First! Journal, although, it used to be a regular feature. It 
was created for discussion of creative means of effective 
defense against the forces of industrial totalitarianism. Nei- 
ther the Earth First! movement nor the staff of the Journal 
necessarily encourages anyone to do anything discussed in 
DEAR NED LUDD. 

(The following letter was originally more in keeping with current political dard dimensions, but you should mea- 
printed in December-January 1981, prior to philosophies. It is certainly more cost sure the sign you wish to modify as some 
Dear Ned Ludd's creation. We still felt it effective than organizing and making dimensions, especially those for bolt 
deserved reprinting.) telephone calls and letter writing, etc. holes, may be different. 

Also, it is a hell of a lot more fun. You Using the plan, lay out and cut the 
Spikin' can work on your tan and maybe catch a (replacement) bottom of the sign. It will 

I just returned from the Pacific North- few brim while you are spiking cypress, be in two pieces since most plywood is 
west, where I discovered the best method Or do a ski-spike where appropriate. And only eight feet long. Paint it with a yel- 
of discourgin' timber cuttin' since if your time is limited, by all means spike low paint as close to the Forest Service 
Reaganomics. That is what they call along stream side and steep slopes where color as possible. Then, lay out the letter- 
"spikin"' up there. they have no business cuttin' in the first ing from the plan, then use the router to 

Spikin' is walking through the woods place. Keep on spikin'. engrave it into the wood. Make the let- 

to be cut with a few pounds of 20-penny — Leroy Watson ters in the same style as the Forest Service 

spikes and a nice two-pound hand sledge lettering so it will look as much like the 

and drivin' the spikes into the choicest (The following Dear Ned Ludd was origi- original as possible. Use a drill or a hole 
lookin' trees. It seems to me that the nally printed in May-June 1984.) saw to put two 1 1/2" holes in the board, 

spikes should be countersunk with an- These will accommodate the bolts which 

other spike and then covered up with Correcting USFS Signs stick out of the existing sign. As soon as 

some bark or something. This is for all of you frustrated artists the sign is finished, transport it as incon- 

Spikin' won't keep those trees from w ho drive by the big "Land of Many spicuously as possible to your target sign, 
getting cut, but when they get run Uses" and get pissed off because you Coat the back with glue. To hold it in 
through the mill spiked trees pretty well know what the Forest Circus really means place while the glue dries, use nails, pref- 
shut down operations. This does have by that. Here is a way of making the signs erably finishing nails. The corrected sign 
the effect of discouraging any more cut- more accurate. ma Y not fit perfectly, but driving by at 60 

ting from a particular area. And anyway, You will need a sheet of 1/4" plywood m ph, who will notice? Most people prob- 
revenge can be sweet. (other thicknesses will do, but they're ably won't even notice your correction. 

In fact, this technique has been so effec- heavier), some yellow paint (oil based), (Except you and me of course.) Have fun 
tive that loggers have been beating up (if nails and glue. You will also need a router with this, and I hope to see many cor- 
they can) hippie-looking types they find to engrave the lettering, and a saber saw rected and accurate Forest Service signs 
in timber sales. I know that when I used to to cut out the curves. as ^ travel next summer! 

cut pulp logs in the piney woods, I'd hit a i assume that all the signs have stan- —The Mad Engineer 

fence staple with my 
chainsaw every once in 
a while, and let me tell 
you it would sure rattle 
my molars, not to men- 
tion that chainsaw! Just 
think what would hap- 
pen inside that sawmill! 

Pretty soon the tim- 
ber beasts will probably 
X-ray logs or use a metal 
detector, but then you 
could escalate to ce- 
ramic spikes, etc. 

This seems like 
pretty extreme action, 
but then Crowell's plan 
to at least double tim- 
ber harvests (i.e. liqui- 
date) on the national 
forests deserves some 
response in kind. Be- 
sides, this kind of di- 
rect action is. much 
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(The following Dear Ned Ludd was origi- 
nally printed in ]une-July 1987.) 

Caccolube 

Dear Ned, 

I noticed in a recent Jack Anderson 
column something that sounded like it 
has potential for monkey wrenchers. He 
was quoting from OSS Weapons, a clas- 
sified manual published in 1944 during 
the Second World War. The item that 
caught my eye was something called 
the "Caccolube.” It was designed to 
disable vehicles, and it consisted of a 
condom filled with abrasive powders 
and crushed walnuts. The device was 
dropped into an engine crankcase. "Af- 
ter the engine heats up, " the OSS manual 
explained, "the hot oil will deteriorate 
the rubber sac, and free the compound 
into the lubricating system. When cir- 
culated through the system, the com- 
pound fuses and welds the moving 
metal parts of the machinery. Slipped 
into a truck, the Caccolube takes effect 
after the truck has been driven 30 to 50 
miles. It reacts so thoroughly on pis- 
tons, cylinder walls and bearing jour- 
nals that the vehicle is not only thrown 
out of service but the engine is de- 
stroyed beyond repair." 

— Doc Whoopie 

Dear Doc, 

Does the Surgeon General know any- 
thing about this? 

— Ned Ludd 

(The following Dear Ned Ludd was origi- 
nally printed February -March 1993.) 

Radical Vegan Recipes 

Fluffy Carob Cake 
Set oven to 350° 

3 cups flour 

11/2 cups fructose, sucanat or sugar 
1 cup margarine 
1 cup carob powder 

1 cup soy milk 

2 tsp vanilla 


1 Tbs lemon juice 
1 tsp baking soda 

1 tsp baking powder 
1/2 cup boiling water 

Tender BBQ Tofu 

2 lbs tofu 
2 Tbs oil 

5 cloves garlic 

1/2 onion, minced 

1/4 cup soy sauce 

1 cup water 

1/2 cup wine or sherry 

carrots, cauliflower, mushrooms (optional) 

Combine and mix all dry ingredients 
for the Fluffy Carob Cake, except for 1/4 
cup of the carob. Melt the margarine 
with the 1/4 cup of carob, then add to the 
dry mixture. Add lemon juice and vanilla 
to soy milk and pour in mixture. Boil 
water and add in. Pour into a greased and 
floured 9x11" pan. 

Now here's the tricky part. The cake will 
take 1/2 hour, and at about that same time 
you'll be wanting to light the charcoal for 
the tofu. Someone showed me an easy 
way to do this: All you need is a kitchen 
timer, a nine volt bat- 
tery (with cap), an au- 
tomobile backup 
lightbulb, some elec- 
tric wire, some 
matches and a solder- 
ing gun. First, break 
off the glass on the 
bulb to expose the fila- 
ment, being careful 
not to break it. Attach 
some matches to the 
filament so that the 
heads touch the wire — 
with the right charge, 
this match bundle will 
light your BBQ while 
you're busy with the 
marinade sauce. 

Now, with your sol- 
dering kit, attach one 
wire from the battery 


cap to the tip of the bulb, and solder a 6- 
8 inch length of wire to the metal side of 
the bulb's base. When the other tip of this 
wire is connected to the second wire from 
the battery cap/battery, the circuit will be 
completed and the matches will ignite... 
that's the general idea. Take the kitchen 
timer and glue a toothpick or match stick 
to the rotating pointer, in effect extend- 
ing the circumference of the rotation. 
Glue the two loose ends of wire to the 
non-moving section of the timer at the 12 
o'clock position so that the toothpick on 
the pointer will connect the two wires 
when it winds down to zero. (Make sure 
that you do not connect the battery until 
you are about to set the timer.) Now, you 
can set the timer for 1/2 hour, put it next 
to your BBQ pit, and shove the lightbulb/ 
igniter into either a pile of fire-starter gel 
or next to a plastic bag of starter fluid in 
the middle of a pile of charcoal. And, 
presto — now you can start a fire in one 
place while you're busy doing other things 
in other places. 

Tofu should be frozen then thawed — 
this process separates the water from the 
curds and adds texture. Marinate the 
tofu in slabs in a mixture of the oil, 
garlic, onion, tahini, soy sauce, water 
and sherry. You might want to marinate 
some carrots, cauliflower, onion or 
mushrooms and BBQ those as well. Also 
prepare a BBQ sauce, which can either 
be a can of tomato sauce with soy sauce, 
spices and sweetener, or your own per- 
sonal favorite sauce. 

At this point, you'll probably hear a 
bell ring and you'll see the BBQ starting 
outside. Take the cake out of the oven 
and let it cool in the pan. Melt 1 cup 
sweetener in 1/4 to 1/2 cup margarine 
and simmer until sugar has browned. 
Pour over the cooling cake. Refrigerate. 
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Mick’s picks op 


by Mick 


So it's another evening in Cascadia and for some worthy 
reason you’re not out burning skidders, communing with the 
forest spirits, sewing another "A" on your greasy, blackish 
Carhardts, or even plotting litigation against some regional 
Earth-rapin' scum over yuppiebrew at the local watering hole. 

No, you're camped out in Fort Living Room, thinking about 
renting a few videos and putting the brain in gel mode when, all 
of a sudden, a bunch of your "greener than thou” friends from 
the Southwest Center for Middle-Aged Radicals call from the 
highway to announce their impending descent upon your sofa 
and refrigerator. Well, you realize that folks from Tucson will be 
happy with just about any malt beverage from the Northwest, 
however the artistic works of Woo or Tarantino may have to be 
reconsidered. What will keep you from a case of the guilty 
cringes as your taste in film meets eco-peer review, and at the 
same time satisfy that discriminating coyote of a "dumb plea- 
sure" center nestled 'twixt your ears? Here's 20 or so vids to 
stroke the spongy gray of any biocentric misanthrope willing to 
park it in front of a cathode-ray tube for a 100 minutes of their 
poor, short lives. 


Cheap, Sick Thrills 

Frogs — Early '70s, cheesy sci-fi/horror flick about a decadent 
southern family (are there any other kind?) reunion in your 
basic plantation bordering a swamp. The kicker is that the 
Forces of Nature (brilliantly led by a handsome bullfrog) do in 
the nasty, two-leggeds one by one, with appropriate flair and 
imagination (a large monitor lizard gasses one in a greenhouse 
by knocking over bottles of pesticides). Not bright but fun. 

Planet of the Apes — all five! You'll know who your friends are 
after these large, blunt allegories. Charlton Heston adds some 
serious cult camp to the first one. Who's 40 and can't quote at 
least two of his lines? The last couple films are very blatant 
parables about racism, but the first three reflect the destructive- 
ness of 20th century Homo sapien culture juxtaposed with that 
of the more civilized apes. 

On Deadly Ground/ Fire Down Below — Steven Segal learns a few 
things from his stand against Big Corporations and Big Oil in 
the Arctic, like, "If you're going to make a mess kicking toxic 
butt, hide it." After blowing up the refinery in On Deadly 
Ground, he coyly buries the thousands of barrels of toxic 
effluent he discovers the crooks are hiding in Fire Down Below. 
Steven plays Supersteve, a quiet guy with questionable taste in 

clothes, smoothly wiping the 
ground with the unjust, deliver- 
ing long sermons on corporate 
power, 
greed 
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and the poor little people (one of whom he dates) . How can you 
not love this guy? 

They Live! — John Carpenter's intriguing theory about where 
yuppies come from, with the thespian talents of wrestling great 
"Rowdy" Roddie Piper. Set in a future linked to the recession- 
'80s of Springsteen’s Nebraska or The River, humans are being 
brainwashed by subliminal messages from the pirate-capital- 
ists from Yavin-7. We see a billboard or the cover of Time, but 
what our subconscious mind reads are directions: "Sleep," 
"Breed," "Work... " Fun movie about what we've always sus- 
pected, and the writer gives Piper plenty of snappy one-liners 
and excuses to throw some cool wrestling moves on friends and 
foes alike. He coulda been a contenda! 


For the More Sophisticated (pretentious) Sci-fi Palate 

Islatid of Dr. Moreau — The black-and-white original, of course. 

(I suppose you'd drink wine from a mylar bag, too.) This classic 
foreshadowed everything wrong with gene-splicing, recombi- 
nant DNA, and all that bioengineering stuff that has made H. G. 
Wells' story more and more plausible, even likely. Moreau 
experiments with animals, raising their intellects and using 
them as slave-workers on his island, but the very aware beasts 
aren't happy. Do I have to { 
draw you a picture? 

Silent Running— This WQTH ‘ij? £ 

one warped my teen- ’3 ! 

aged soul. Bruce Dern, ilw ZJj 
always neck and 
neck with 
Nicholson and 
Woods for Mr. 

Instability, 
plays a crew- 
man on a 
space-going 
ark carrying 
three enclosed 

ecosystems, the THE OZONE TERMINATOI 

last left of Earth, along with a small crew and a complement of 
robots. When they get word to terminate the "cargo” and head 
home, Bruce acts out his own "Heeeere's Johnny!" Taking 
control of the ship, he and the 'droids drift about, learning 
silviculture and waiting for the home office to catch up with 
their little gardens. Cute Adam and Eve closing. 

12 Monkeys — Terry Gilliam coaxes fine performances from not 
only Bruce Willis, but Brad Pitt as well, in a twisty time-travel 
piece. Humans have unleashed a plague on themselves, causing 
the few survivors to flee underground. Prisoner of the future, 
Willis is conscripted to travel into the past to unravel the 
mystery of the lethal pandemic. Pitt is the twitchy antagonist 
with a soft spot for the rest of God's critters in one of the best 
from Gilliam since Brazil. Nice last kink leaves an uncertain end. 



Animal Lib 101 

The Misfits — Marilyn Monroe as the proto-animal libber? 
This classic has about everything: big cast; script by Monroe's 
ex-husband, Arthur Miller; and direction by John Huston. Her 
last and probably best film, not withstanding the fact that she's 
stoned out of her gourd through most of it. Clark Gable (his last 
flick as well), Eli Wallach and Monty Clift are a bunch of 
(sometimes very) simple cowboys whose main aim is to rodeo, 
chase mustangs, drink heavily, and above all, avoid "workin’ 





Flicks 

for wages." They take Marilyn along for the ride, and lives are 
changed. Fascinating on many levels, Miller wrote this for her, 
and his observations on men, women, early '60s gender stuff, 
and "workin' for wages" are great. 

Bless the Beasts and the Children — A bunch of misfits at 
summer camp run off to free a bunch of bison from one of those 
"pay-to-shoot-it-in-the-corral" tourist attractions in the Rock- 
ies that makes Montana Governor Racicot's and the livestock 
industry's current extermination program seem humane and 
thoughtful. A forgotten gem from the era of Billy Jack. And if 
you're over 35, you’ll instantly recognize the theme song from 
diet-queen Karen Carpenter. 

Lost World — OK, the book sucked, and so does the movie in 
many ways, but Spielberg changed a basic "Put Humans in with 
the Raptors" story and gives it an animal-rights spin. The T. Rex 
on meth in San Diego has some good moments, the raid on the 
cages only needed balaclavas, and Van Owen is the one and only 
Earth First! / animal lib action figure I never thought I'd see. Do 
I sound defensive? 

Kid Stuff 

Watership Down — Rabbits against the Road. Richard Adams' 
book becomes a beautiful bit of animation. Children are a great 
excuse to watch it. 

My Side of the Mountain — This film (and 1 Million, BC with 
Raquel Welch) heavily influenced my youth. A young teen, 
disaffected from his family, takes off to the wilds of the 
Northeast. He sets up house in a burned out tree and learns to 
live off the land. Very nicely done. 

Fumbles in the Jungle 

The Mission — What can you say about a film that opens with 
a 17th century Catholic missionary getting launched back to 
the Head Office strapped onto a cross over a spectacular South 
American waterfall? The next priest, Jeremy Irons, is joined by 
professional soldier R. DeNiro to defend the locals against the 
tides of Catholic conquest during the Age of Discovery. Predict- 
able outcome. 

Mosquito Coast — Yankee ingenuity and technology carried 
into the j ungle on the surprisingly strong shoulders of Harrison 
Ford. Helen Mirren and kids go along for the shocking ride. 

From the (Movie) House of the Rising Sun 

Panpoco (TheTanuki Video) — A beautiful piece of anime; I'm 
not really even sure about the name. My copy's in Japanese, but 
this is what I understood: Tanuki are a kind of raccoon/bear 
critter indigenous to Japan, having some of the joker/trickster 
aspects of Coyote of the Southwest, and this is their fight 
against the developers tearing apart their forest home. Their 
powers include shape-shifting into large pots, ghosts, bridges 
and humans, and the ability to enlarge their testicles to 
phenomenal proportions (crushing opponents and obscuring 
windshields at key moments). I'm not even sure how it really 
ends. (I have a suspicion that the Tanuki assimilate.) Challenge 
your favorite video store film geek to find it. 

Princess Mononoke- — A wonderful, dark story about the hu- 
man-created destruction of Nature set in a medieval Japan of 
warrior princesses, lethal con-men, cursed heroes, wolves and 
forest kami. The attitude of awareness, and fatalistic accep- 
tance, of the destruction brought on by humankind is strong 
in this film. As in the Tanuki video, we see the same vision of 
the spirit of Nature not utterly destroyed, enduring. 



We Force All Initiates To Watch These 

Carnosaur — This one has everything from ecoteurs against a 
sand-and-gravel company (turn up the volume at one point 
and hear fleeing perps holler "Hayduke lives!" at the drunken 
guard), to Dianne Ladd's hilariously misanthropic geneticist 
intent on eliminating "just one unruly species," to tips on 
properly greeting large reptiles that show up at your action. An 
example of what a support team should do in such situations 
is given as well. Gratuitous, gleeful gore with some nice 
potshots at genetic engineering, poultry farming and lock- 
downs. Ignore the sequels; five wrenches to this film! 

Clearcut — Whoo, baby, pick o' the litter! Beautifully filmed, 
well acted, great script. Foreign, too, yet still in English! A 
Canadian film from Richard Buga j ski, starring Ron Lea as a 
somewhat wimpy public lawyer who has just lost a case for a 
tribe against a logging corporation. In a guilty, self-righteous 
snit, he makes a remark about what justice would be if he had his 
way, and Trickster Graham Greene carries him off on a wild 
journey to face his music. First stop: grabbing the timber boss, 
just to teach him a few things, too. White liberals up North 
criticized the violence of the Trickster's character, the First 
Nation folks didn't seem to have the same problem . Five wrenches! 

pickAxe — Okay... I had to put this in here. My friends are in 
it, they made it, and it kinda happened that way. The story of 
Warner Creek, the Salvage Rider, and the defense of the 
Northwestern forests in 1995-96. Sure to become the Rocky 
Horror Picture Show of Cascadia, you order a copy through the 
Journal. Learn the words and the dance steps at home. 

So, put some popcorn in the (solar-powered) microwave, 
break out some of the region's best, sit back, and fearlessly 
invite your greenest mates for an evening of video sin. 

When Mick is not in front of the tube, he blows the tops off trees 
to support his wife and her livestock at their ranch in Cascadia. 
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The Voice of the Movement Drones on 


continued from page 77 

As word spread that the paper was on a 
crash course, long-time Earth Firstlers 
responded, calling an impromptu meet- 
ing at Karen Wood's wedding. People 
agreed to go to Missoula to figure out a 
solution to the single-editor snafu. The 
next meeting was convened in Missoula, 
and everyone on staff, as well as others 
interested in the paper, were invited. It 
was at this little get-together that it be- 
came clear the rift in the paper could very 
well turn into a rift in the movement 
once again. 

The Guidecircles 

Tahoma and Wild Cat were hoping for 
a solution when they decided to attend 
the meeting in Missoula. They listened 
attentively and took copious notes, 
wracking their brains for a solution that 
would satisfy the individual attitudes of 
the movement. But not until the long 
drive back West did some answers finally 
materialize. Responding to criticism 
about unfair hierarchies and manipula- 
tive individuals, the two created a set of 
"guidecircles" that would eventually sat- 
isfy the movements concerns. They be- 
gan by calling them guidecircles rather 
than guidelines because they felt the 
movement should "oppose the metaphor 


of lines, that in our opinion reflect nar- 
row, linear thinking and serve to divide 
us; we endorse the metaphor circles which 
are inclusive, embracing entities that 
serve to unite us. Instead of a negative 
statement about what the Journal will 
not print, we favor a positive vision state- 
ment of what the Journal will publish." 

The discussion section of the guide- 
circles starts with: "Many people, our- 
selves included, feel a singular 'editor' 
position on the Journal, a person work- 
ing above or beyond the consensus of 
the other members of the staff, is con- 
trary to the egalitarian ideals we hold 
dear. For most of us, this idea is not even 
a matter of debate: opposing elitism and 
hierarchy in all forms is a matter of 
moral principle." 

The guidecircles proposed, for the first 
time, the affinity-group editorship model. 
"We propose that the Earth First! Journal 
be published by an affinity group of EF! 
activists who will work collectively using 
the consensus process as the Journal edi- 
torial staff. Each and every staff person 
will be responsible for making editorial 
decisions concerning the EF!J, and each 
staff person will be accountable for the 
quality of their editorial work. All editors 
will review all submissions." 

The structure contained both the con- 


tinuity of the old days and the fluidity of 
the Wild Rockies years. "We propose 
that the Journal affinity group be com- 
prised of four long-term editors who 
will commit themselves to work on the 
Journal for a full year, a pool of short- 
term editors who will work for one or 
two issues only, and two non-editorial 
members of the affinity group who will 
work on office management and 
fundraising for a full year." 

Confident that the guidecircles would 
provide a working solution to the woes of 
the movement, Tahoma and Wild Cat 
began the thankless job of convincing all 
involved of the validity of the proposal. 
Visits to California and Montana strength- 
ened the proposal, while the Missoula 
crowd continued to grow bitter over the 
movement's lack of understanding. 

Burnout Blows Up 

The Missoula collective withered un- 
der the enormous responsibility of be- 
ing accountable and yet somehow wild. 
Authority did not sit well. The nearby 
Cove/Mallard campaign was sapping 
energy and activists away from 
Missoula, and most everyone in the 
Wild Rockies was tired of being told 
what to do. So it was decided to politely 
relinquish the paper. Well, not really. 

Actually, Wild Rockies EF! 
went crazy. Anger seethed 
and it was decided, over 
more than one bottle of 
whiskey, that the paper 
was evil and must be ban- 
ished from the bioregion. 
Plans to rent a Ryder 
truck, drive to the ren- 
dezvous, and give the 
damn paper back to the 
bossy movement that de- 
served it began in earnest. 
Loyal Journal staff began 
to fear they would need 
to lock down to the office 
computers just to keep the 
insanely brash from step- 
ping off the deep end. 
Luckily calm heads pre- 
vailed and the publication 
safely stayed behind in 
the office while we all 
went to the RRR. 

We Shall Gather 
on the Mountain 

I don’t think anyone 
knew what to expect when 
we all got together for the 



Some editorial collectives would go to protests together; some would go as far as getting arrested 
together. Pictured here is a collective from Eugene after they were arrested for protesting the cutting of 

48 historic trees in the downtown area. 
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faction would 
seize control of 
the movement 
paper. I imagine 
the Ecotopians were worried that the pa- 
per would continue being Wild Rockie's 
vomitous gift to the movement. 

It was a lovely day, high up the side of 
Mount Graham. We gathered in the 
meadow and began the heated discus- 
sion about the paper. People cried; I 
don't remember anyone laughing. The 
guidecircles were presented and every- 
one agreed that maybe we, the move- 
ment, could work things out. Most ev- 
eryone had already seen copies of the 
proposal, so little work was needed to 
cinch up the deal. It was understood 
that the guidecircles would work in any 
community, but with the proposal came 
a suggestion by the authors to move the 
paper to Eugene, Oregon, a sort of 
middle ground. Not only is Eugene geo- 
graphically located near both Northern 
California and Montana, but Eugene 
was also a town of activists dedicated to 
direct action. Austin, Texas, presented 
a less-lobbied counterproposal, and the 
debates about a move continued. 

Two people had already expressed 
interest in becoming long-term editors 
in Eugene: John Green, a long-time EF! 
activist, and Jim Flynn, an editor dur- 
ing the Missoula years and a hater of 
computers. It was agreed that they 
would make fine editors, but, what 
about the other two individuals needed 
to create a solid staff? We decided to 
wait till the next day to make any final 
decisions so people could contemplate 
their commitments and time con- 
straints. We went to bed hopeful that 
good editors would step forward and 
that we could move on to the other 
issues at hand. 

The next day a few brave souls stepped 
forward. I was awed by the guts it took for 
them to stand in front of that huge group 
and explain why we should choose them 
to represent the movement’s wishes, 
dreams and beliefs. Two were chosen, 
Kimberly Dawn and Craig Beneville, both 
from California, changed their futures, 
and ours, by agreeing to become long- 
termers on the soon-to-become-stable 
Earth First! Journal. 


On the Long and Happy Trail 

I bet you already figured out that the 
paper moved to Eugene. It's been here 
for over seven years. Jim Flynn worked 
five of those years as an editor, having 
overcome his dislike of technology, and 
has returned to work here as a gofer, a 
position original Missoula editor Tim 
Bechtold deemed unnecessary. 

Many amazing editors have brought 
vitality and variety to the pages of the 
Journal throughout the Eugene years. 
People with different philosophies and 
understandings of the movement, 
bringing in energy and thoughts that 
need pondering. Every six weeks a new 
activist or two joins us long-termers to 
produce another Journal. Every six weeks 
new ideas and focuses are infused into 
the pages of the paper, helping to main- 
tain it as the voice of the movement 
rather than the voice of the long-term- 
ers. Some collectives battle constantly 
and never seem to bond into a strong 
group while others become very close. 
In 1997, the entire editorial collective 
was arrested together trying to stop the 
cutting of 48 beautiful and historic, 
downtown trees. 

Of course, there have been controver- 
sies: Ted Kaczynski, Vail, David Chain, 
the media, etc., but these days they 
merely help to define our movement 
rather than restrict its growth. We have 
turned into a hugely diverse group made 
up of individuals ranging from extreme 
to mainstream. We are completely un- 
definable, but the Earth First! Journal 
helps us understand ourselves. Over time 
the guidecircles have needed only mi- 
nor changes. They continue to steer the 
editorial process, creating solutions to 
the challenges of communication, con- 
tinuity, accountability and security with- 
out compromising key values that de- 
fine us individually and collectively as 
activists in the Earth First! movement. 

In March, 2001, the production of the 
paper will be passed back to Tucson, Ari- 
zona. The new collective will continue to 
use the guidecircles while adding a more 
Southwest flair and sensitivity indigenous 
cultures' to the paper. 

I wait to see what the paper will be- 
come, trusting the movement and the 
paper that rises from it, knowing that it 
will always reflect who we are — our be- 
liefs, loves and differences and that it will 
continue to be Earth First!: The Radical 
Environmental Journal. 

Kris Maenz is a long-term editor on the 
Journal who spends her time in Eugene pin- 
ing to return to the snow and bad air of 
Missoula. She is not looking forward to get- 
ting a real job when the paper leaves town. 
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nix. By that EF!J: Do you think the FBI was success- 
time the story ful? They didn't break EF!, but did they 
had broken in change Dave Foreman? 
the papers, so PM: Dave Foreman was headed in that 
the lawyers I direction already, and they just hastened 
talked to were it. That's all. 

excited that I But EF! is still here. We're growing in 
was calling knowledge and experience. We’re mov- 
them. It was hi- ing away from being all white, middle 
larious. class people and we're becoming more 

Of course it involved in coalition building, which I 
didn't occur to think is extremely important, 
me how serious I think it [the bust] was very good for 
it was until I re- us — it was a reality check. We all needed 
alized how to learn to hone our skills and clean up 
much effort our closets and to become better equipped 
they spent on as warriors so that we don't miss the mark, 
me on us that E° r me it was very important to go 
continued from page 61 night. They were treating us like we were through — it was a major educational ex- 
walking by and notice the color of the dangerous — which we weren't. That's a perience that I could not have gotten any 
night and the stars and the silhouettes twist the feds put on it that I didn't under- other way! I call it the ballpene hammer 
and feeling the presence of other animals, stand for a long time. method of enlightenment. It sure isn't a 

I knew I was in my element — I was feeling EF'.J: At your sentencing you sang the ver y pleasant method, but it was a good 

really, really safe and really good. I also Walkin' Jim Stoltz song, "Forever Wild." educational experience for me... 
knew that I wasn't going to be there for That seems like an important moment From 1993-1996 Kimberly Dawn proudly 
long, and I wanted to remember every for you. worked on the best dang editorial collective 

detail of the night. PM: Ya, I love that song! We all got to the Journal has ever seen. She also has the 

It was kind of chilly. I was very tired say something to the judge before sen- distinction of stealing some of Foreman's beer 
even though my adrenaline was pump- tencing. We were expected to say that atthe 1987 RRR. She currently lives in Eugene 
ing. I went quite a ways, then decided to we were really sorry and all that, but I with her husband, James Barnes, and their 
sit down to rest. I heard a little move- wasn't sorry at all — well, I was sorry I got son / True. 
ment next to me and looked down to see caught. So I got up there, and I 
a rabbit. The rabbit was very still. But as talked about the discrepancy be- 
I was sitting there, I started to talk to the tween our reality and what the 
rabbit in a low whisper, and the rabbit feds and the defense were por- 
decided it was okay and began to eat. I traying. The feds portrayed us as 
thought, "Wow, this is cool. I'm among egomaniac, grandiose, frothing at 
my kin." I really felt what the deer feels the mouth terrorists — that were 
when it's being hunted, and I felt that very dangerous — which we 
the animals felt it too and that there was weren't. Maybe we were grandi- 
a camaraderie between us. At some point ose, but we weren't dangerous, 
when I got up from my rest I walked And the defense was portraying 
through a group of javelina. They stopped us as the gang that couldn't shoot 
and snorted at me, so I slowed down and straight, a bunch of bumbling idi- 
they went about their business. ots. We certainly looked like it at 

I heard coyotes call, and I called back times, 
and they called back to me. I felt so much Nonetheless, we were there for 
a part of the desert — it was wonderful. I the Earth and for the desperate 
remember watching the stars turn in the situation that we're all in. We were 
sky, knowing that I wanted to cherish that experimenting with actions that 
night forever. I wanted to remember ev- would be very costly and garner a 
ery aspect because I knew I was probably lot of attention. We wanted atten- 
going to jail. I was thinking about where tion brought to these issues. So I 
I could go and who would harbor me if I sang the song as my statement. It 
went underground. But I had a husband was a very powerful experience for 
and horses and land and a commitment me — really powerful. I know it was 
to the Earth. So I decided to take respon- powerful for all the people that 
sibility for being an idiot and for letting were there. We forget a lot of times 
Fain into my life. when we're fighting, especially in 

EF'.J: How did you get back to Prescott? a courtroom, that the status quo is 
PM: I saw the sunrise in the desert, then devoid of all logic and reality — the 
hitchhiked to Prescott and went to a friend reality we know — the Earth. All 
who harbored me — gave me a shower and that stuff gets lost in the court- 
some clean clothes. I called my mother room, so I brought it back with a 
and told her I was in big trouble. I got song. I think that was a really 
names and numbers of lawyers in Phoe- important thing. 
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Peg, David Brower and Katie Lee at the Glen Canyon Dam action this year. 


"Just drain it!" 





John Muir by John Dolley 
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“One of the best compliments I have 
•eter received was £rofn Russell Train, 
former hgad pf the EP/^under Nixon, 
who said ‘Thank Qod for l^avid 
Brower, he m§kes it so easy for the f 
^est*of us to appear reasonable.’ I 
would pass aloflg the samf 
compliment .to the Earth fir* 

Journal, which has beefta Bastion of 
the best kind of ■unreasonableness 
for 2Ihyears now.” 

—David Brower 
Archdruiffiof the- modern 
conse'n’ctfiofTrnovement 

K rift ... 

’ P > ' y 

“Articles appeal' in th &4Layth First! 
Journal , and theU^sa^otage happens.” 

— Marry Clausen 
‘ - i I Anti-environmental provocateur 

i *>, 

“If you want to know fiat’s on the 
Gutting edge — op the lead rope — of 
environmental actjtftsgi, the Earth 
* « .first! Journal is the pi aye togV- 
from the redwood atmopy to the 
streets of Prague. Eei Sty, 
controversial, stimulating, 
uncompromising !” 

— Starhawk 
Author of “ .The Spiral Dance” 

\ 

“Congrats on publishing for 20 

years and reminding us that it’s 

actions, not words, which will 

save the world.” y 1 , -_•? 

i Pete Sf.egVIC^i 

-It 

Writer and musician 
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Mattole DefendersTake to the Woods 




by Many Hats 

Maxxam/Pacific Lumber (PL) is try- 
ing to begin clearcutting the second 
largest intact stand of lowland old- 
growth Douglas fir in California — 
Rainbow Ridge in the Mattole River 
watershed of the Lost Coast. Rainbow 
is among the 10 largest areas of pri- 
vately held ancient forests in the en- 
tire Pacific Northwest. Logging would 
fragment 3,000 acres of ancient for- 
ests by clearcutting nearly 350 acres 
in over 30 units spread throughout 
the North Fork Mattole basin. This is 
the first of the so-called "sacrifice 
zones" in which PL is allowed, under 
the terms of the Headwaters Deal 
Habitat Conservation Plan, to ignore 
the Endangered Species Act (ESA). 
Despite this ESA exemption, the dev- 
astation of this old-growth forest is 
illegal on numerous grounds. 

The North Fork Mattole is home to 
coho salmon and steelhead trout, river 
otters. Northern goshawks, peregrine 
falcons, Pacific fishers and a small 
rural community of humans. It is a 
pristine, remote, very steep and rug- 
ged mix of forest and prairie that 
receives an average of 100 inches of 
rainfall annually, much of it in con- 
centrated deluges. It is also one of the 


most seismically active regions in the 
US. Continuing landslides occur from 
1985 clearcuts, dumping enormous 
quantities of sediment into this im- 
paired river system. The Mattole pro- 
vides habitat for the only Chinook 
salmon runs still using coastal streams 
between the Sacramento and Eel riv- 
ers. Dozens of other runs have been 
extirpated over the last 40 years. This 
makes it even more critical that the 
Mattole Chinook stocks survive. With- 
out them, the possibility of restoring 
runs to other streams in California is 
very unlikely. 

This year, seven timber harvest 
plans (THPs) for logging on and 
around Rainbow Ridge have been 
making their way through the state's 
bureaucracy. Although several of 
these plans are contiguous, both 
Maxxam and the California Depart- 
ment of Forestry (CDF) are dealing 
with them individually, as if there 
are no cumulative effects to 
clearcutting hundreds of acres of an- 
cient forests on steep slopes in earth- 
quake country — surprise, surprise. 

Approval of these illegal plans was 
virtually guaranteed following a Janu- 
ary 18 meeting with Susan Kennedy 
(Governor Gray Davis' cabinet secre- 
tary and deputy chief of staff), 
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Good morning from the Mattole defenders— gate blocked and logging denied 


Maxxam DC lobbyist Tommy Boggs 
(who netted a $30-million commis- 
sion for greasing the skids of the Head- 
waters Forest Deal), PL Executive Vice 
President and General Counsel Jared 
Carter and the directors and key depu- 
ties of the CDF and California Depart- 
ment of Fish and Game. At that meet- 
ing Kennedy and Maxxam told the 
agencies to "bend over backwards" to 
approve these clearcuts and "back off" 


David Ross Brower, 1912-2000 


by David Orr 


This is a story about David Ross 
Brower, a man who made a difference 
in the world. He was to many of us 
larger than life, an inspiration to thou- 


sands. Through his works 
he affected millions. 

On a recent Sunday 
afternoon he left this 
world, but he didn't 
leave us. His legacy is as 
deep and wide as the 
Grand Canyon. Next 
time you visit the Grand 
Canyon, thank David 
Brower. A guardian of 
the canyon in life, he's 
still out there with his 
watchful eye as a guard- 
ian angel for the Earth. 

David Brower was a 
graduate of the Univer- 
sity of the Colorado 
River, or so he often told 
us. That institution of 
higher learning doesn't 
issue diplomas, nor do 
the classrooms have any 
walls. But there's no 
doubt that Mr. Brower, 
one of the river's most distinguished 
alumni, learned a lot from his many 
visits. He learned about the river's 
cycles and vicissitudes, its ebbs and 
flows, norms and extremes. He learned 
important lessons about human na- 


ture as well as river-nature. From those 
experiences he was able to teach the 
rest of us some incredibly valuable 
knowledge. In addition to being a 
good student of the river, David was 
an extraordinary teacher. 

Next time you visit Dinosaur Na- 
tional Monument or float the Yampa 
or the Green, thank David Brower 
that he knew his eighth grade arith- 
metic enough to enable him to de- 
molish the credibility of the boys with 
the slide rules from the Bureau of 
Reclamation and save those rivers 
from Echo Park Dam and Split Moun- 
tain Dam. Thanks to David Brower, 
rivers still run through it all. 

What is it about the Colorado that 
so impressed David Brower? 

This desert river has its source in the 
highest mountain ranges and flows 
down through the deepest sheer-walled 
canyons, then out across the starkest 
deserfTlats bordering the sea, where its 
estuary once replenished the vibrant 
Gulf of California ecosystem. 

Once known as the American Nile, 
the Colorado is no longer recogniz- 
able as a river in many reaches. 

continued on page 23 


attempts to protect fish and wildlife 
according to the dictates of state law. 

continued on page 25 


Brower Returns to the Earth 
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(Commercializing Life 

by Beth Burrows 

More than 500 years after Co- 
lumbus "discovered" a world new 
to him and declared it to be the 
property of his funders, people 
still have problems with explor- 
ers. Today, the object of desire is 
not land but genes — the genes 
from plants, animals, microorgan- 
isms and even human beings. And 
just as before, the explorers are 
trying to stake a claim. 

Whether you call what they’re 
doing "exploration" or "invasion," 
and whether you call them 
bioprospectors or biopirates, de- 
pends on how you see your rela- 
tionship with what's being taken. 
It matters whether you consider 
yourself its "owner,” or its "care- 
taker" or just another critter in a 
shared ecosystem. 

In the summer of 1997, I got a 
call from a reporter wanting to 
know about patents. 

"Do you have some time?" 
Suzanne Clark asked. 

"Sure, as much as you need, " I said. 

So, for half an hour 1 yammered 
on and on about how patents help 
legitimize ownership in inventions 
and, in some cases, discoveries. 

continued on page 25 
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On Remembering to Love the Forgotten 


"A part of our planet which has existed for thousands of years 
ended — and we barely noticed its passing. The end of an 
important part of an ecosystem and a culture's history should 
be marked with great heartache. When we casually accept the 
destruction of such an important part of nature, we demon- 
strate our callousness toward our own planet. " 

— MC Graziano, for the Tisza River 

Some places, like some people, just fall through the 
cracks of our culture's awareness. 

Any place underwater, for instance. Or the prairie. Or 
Indian reservations. 

In a culture based on hierarchies of Power, places with- 
out status — the "untouchables" of our landscape — are 
demonized, demoralized, divided, conquered and then 
worked to death. Seeing parts of the Earth as separate and 
innately worthless, we dump our garbage, steal our lumber 
and extract our energy. Denied the basic right to exist, they 
are sacrificed and forgotten by the masses. 

But they are not forgotten by Earth First! 

As this issue of the Journal illustrates, Earth First! is most 
actively concerned with out-of-the-way, disrespected 
places deemed worthless by those with Power. 

Listen to their voices. Remember them. 

"Those who are destroying our moun- 
tains and leaving behind large 
deposits of dangerous wastes have 
a distinctive standpoint. They see 
our mountains as merely a 
place to exploit, a place that 
has no worth other than to 
provide the quickest buck... Yet 
the mountains are our home, and will always be 
our home" 

— Lynda Ann Ewen, in Appalachia 

Home. Now there's a word. Something magical about it. 
Peace. Room to move. Time to think. Thing about those 
disenfranchised places is they are loved by the critters who 
live there. Home is a love of place far more powerful than 
aesthetic affection or political sympathy — it is uncondi- 
tional. Home is where you don't compromise. 

Thinking about the place I call home — they could burn 
our shelter, clearcut the forest, poison the streams and 
pave the whole damn place under three feet of radioac- 
tive concrete and I'd love that land just the same. When 


places are forgotten by the rest, only those of us with the 
powerful love of home are left to remember them — 
and to defend them. 

Earth First! is at home in forgotten places. This is 
where we belong. 

"The land is necessary for our culture, religion and language 
to remain in existence. . . We love all our grandchildren and great 
grandchildren deeply, and it hurts us to see them lack any 
interest for our history on these lands or lack the concern that 
we might lose these lands, someday... The land, the open fresh 
air and the animals mean nothing to them, and that is why they 
are bored when they come to visit us." 

— Elders' statement from Black Mesa 

Listening to the forgotten places — living honestly in 
our homes — demands great humility and an apprecia- 
tion for simplicity. Breathing in clean air, gathering wild 
food, taking a slow walk through the woods — these are 
revolutionary actions. By living in contented obscurity, 
by loving that without status, we are dissolv- 
ing the power of culture's hierarchies. 

I once heard it said that "the young 
person wants to die for a noble cause — the 
old person wants to live for a humble 
one." As Earth Firstl's agenda starts wea- 
seling it's way into pop-culture, it runs 
the serious risk of being co-opted by hopeful 
young martyrs anxious to prove their nobility. 
Individual battles can be won by demanding 
attention and status from those in power, but we will 
lose the larger war if saving places is dependent on 
their winning a popularity contest. And when 
popular appeal becomes an end in itself activism 
has no more social significance than cheerleading. 
What risks getting lost is Earth First!'s core constitu- 
ency — the forgotten places, the voiceless. 

A truly revolutionary approach demands respect for 
places regardless of their status, In the long run, curing 
this sick society is not a matter of shifting the balance of 
power in an advantageous direction— it's about destroy- 
ing Power to begin with. 

What disenfranchised places need is not fame or 
status within this culture of hierarchies, but to be af- 
forded simple respect — to be allowed, in their obscurity, 
a life of humble freedom. 

— Gabe Scott 





2Fauna 


Fauna, n. animal life. 

Cabala, n. an esoteric, secret matter or 
mysterious art. 


For some, beetle abdomens are arenas of conquest and 
copulation. 

The South American pseudoscorpion Cordylochemes 
scorpiodes stows away under the wing covers of the harle- 
quin beetle Acrocinus longimanus to find the new decaying 
trees where they live. The flights on which pseudoscor- 
pion movements are entirely dependent occur only dur- 
ing a short window when the beetles are seeking such trees 
for mating and egglaying. Following a maiden flight, a 
large male pseudoscorpion remains on the beetle's abdo- 
men, defending it as his mating territory. The others alight 
and are utterly marooned; the next of their kin to see and 
clamber aboard an incoming beetle will be their great- 
great grandchildren. 


by Faith Walker 

While the beetle continues to buzz about seeking 
mates, its abdomen is rife with sexual competition. 
When other passengers board, the male pseudoscor- 
pion gripping the beetle's belly battles rival males and 
endeavors to fertilize females. Some males jump ship, 
others are cast off, but all find that when it comes to 
battles on beetle bellies, bigger is better. However, this 
isn't true during the tree-dwelling period. Large size 
actually delays sexual maturity, so it is the tiny males who 
do all the inseminating. These two male morphs (large 
and small) are genetically determined. Prior to boarding a 
ship, a female has already mated with tiny males and will 
likely mate with the large male once on board. Thus, 
because females can use the sperm of multiple males to 
fertilize their eggs and because the advantage of being big or 
small differs on 
beetles ver- 
sus trees, the 
two morphs 
are main- 
tained in 
populations. 
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\bice from the Inside: An Interview 



— N 

by Josh Laughlin 

Most of you know the story of Leonard Peltier. A victim of govern- 
ment repression, he has sat behind bars for the past 25 years. Back in 
1975, as the second round of Indian Wars was in full throttle on the 
dusty Pine Ridge Indian Reservation, all hell broke loose. Peltier was 
a central figure in the American Indian Movement's (AIM) defense of 
Oglala Sioux communities from what has become known as the 
government's "reign of terror," where close to 100 Natives on the 
reservation were disappeared or killed. This was also the location of 
the armed occupation of Wounded Knee, where AIM and supporters 
retook the site of the infamous 1890 massacre, demanding answers to 
unresolved issues they had with the US government. 

It was July 26, 1 975, when FBI agents screeched onto the Jumping 
Bull property where Peltier was living, allegedly chasing a local youth 
accused of stealing a pair of used cowboy boots. Gunfire erupted, not 
unusual at the time, and two FBI agents were shot and killed. So was 
21-year-old AIM warrior Joe Killsright Stuntz. Through fabricated 
evidence, death threats and straight-up lies, the government was able 
to convict Peltier. From his prison cell, he continues to assure the 
world of his innocence. I recently got a reply from Leonard and his 
defense committee to some questions. (For much more detailed 
documentation about Leonard, the reign of terror on Pine Ridge and 
AIM, read Peter Matthiessen's In the Spirit of Crazy Horse or Peltier's 
recently published book, Prison Writings: My Life is My Sundance.) 

V ) 


EF.'J: Explain the escape from Lompoc prison after 
you were arrested and the tie in with Standing Deer. 
Why do you think the feds didn't shoot you that 
night when they had the chance? 

LP: My friend, Dallas Thundershield was shot and 
killed. I was able to escape without injury. I escaped 
after Standing Deer informed me of a government 
plot on my life. He knew about it because he was one 
of the people hired to do it. He had seven life 
sentences relating to a bank robbery and attempted 
murder of a policeman dropped after he agreed to do 
it. But then he informed me about it to save my life. 
For weeks I wondered when I was going to be killed. . . 
at what moment. It was very nerve racking. I will 
always be grateful to Standing Deer for stepping up 
for me. He risked his life to do it. 

EF!J: How can we best support you while you are 
behind bars? 

LP: You can support me by supporting my free- 
dom effort... by helping us build a wide-ranging 
coalition of support. Lobby your local 
Congresspeople and ask them to endorse clem- 
ency. Ask local unions, human rights, church and 
environmental groups to endorse and actively sup- 
port our efforts. Stay in touch with the Leonard 
Peltier Defense Committee and keep up on our efforts 
and goals. Fundraising is also a crucial element. 
Unfortunately, justice becomes more available when 
there is money and resources to fund both political 
and legal efforts. I would also like to encourage 
everyone to attend the. December 10 Walk For Free- 
dom being organized in New York City. 

EF!J: Does the government need to be reformed or 
abolished? I've heard recently, "Leonard Peltier for 


president." What would your 
platform be? 

LP: Give the government back 
to the people. . . real people. Work- 
ing people. The government, as it 
is now, solely functions as a ser- 
vice for the rich and this should 
not be. I myself do not want to 
hold office. I believe in our tradi- 
tional ways of self governance 
where elders, with all of their 
knowledge, guide us and where 
decisions are made collectively 
and where holding a leadership 
role is a great sacrifice and re- 
sponsibility rather than a privi- 
lege and a source of power and 
oppression. 

EFIJ: Was there a recognized 
point in time when AIM picked 
up the gun? When did you know 
it was time to or not to? 

LP: We picked up the gun when 
Indian people were being killed 
indiscriminately. We picked up 
the gun in self-defense. You will 
find in many struggles, especially 
Indigenous struggles, that people 
do not want to pick up the gun, but come to a point 
where they feel they have no choice. The only 
choice is to die passively whether it be at the hands 
of an oppressor, starvation or hopelessness, or to die 
standing up. If I am released, I certainly do not 
intend to "pick up the gun. " Today is a very different 
time from back then and we have different resources 
and ways to improve and to safeguard the lives of 
our people. But I do not 
believe that self-defense 
is a crime. 

EF!J: What are your 
thoughts on the direc- 
tion of the Earth First! 
movement? 

LP: I very much re- 
spect and support the 
work of Earth First!. I 
think Judi Bari was an 
amazing woman who 
has passed on a great 
legacy to those who fol- 
low in her footsteps. We 
need Earth First!. The 
protection of Mother 
Earth is essential to our 
survival. 

EFIJ: How can Earth 
First! best work with In- 
digenous movements? 

LP: Show respect for 
Native philosophies. For us, people are part of Mother 
Earth. Don't separate issues of environmental degra- 
dation from the oppression of people. Native peoples 


are on the verge of extinction. It alienates Native 
people when environmentalists, especially those who 
are very privileged, preach about the need to protect 
the Earth, but not the oppressed people who inhabit 
it. All of these things, the degradation of Earth, the 
genocide of Indigenous peoples, slavery and racism 
are intimately connected. We cannot win one struggle 
without understanding the others. For example, our 
reservation lands are used all too often as nuclear and 
chemical dump sites, mining, test sites, etc. This is no 
coincidence. It's a hazardous material? Give it to the 
Indians! That's the mentality and it's unacceptable. 
You can best work with Indigenous movements by 
listening to our people and understanding that they 
have important voices to offer. 

EFIJ: With the Earth and society so out of balance, 
what do you think is the root of the problem? 

LP: Greed. Plain and simple. 

EFIJ: With the big picture in mind, what do you 
think is around the corner for human beings and all 
species alike? 

LP: If we don't start looking out for four-legged, 
winged, sea creatures, Earth and ocean, we cannot 
expect anything but destruction. Our lives depend 
on them. There are so many things we must change. . . 
the way we live, the way we produce food, the way 
we think. If we don't, there won't be any hope. 
Drastic changes are needed. 

EFIJ: Where are you going to put your energy 
when you get out? 

LP: I plan to help others dealing with injustices. 
Others who have been wrongly convicted. I plan to 
work on present issues facing Native peoples. I 
want to use the notoriety I have gained to begin a 
foundation supporting schools on reservations that 
teach both contemporary skills and traditional 
Native ways, rehab centers, in- 
dependent businesses that 
serve the community and help 
establish self sufficiency. 
There is a lot I want to do. I 
also want to spend some quiet 
time with my family, paint- 
ing, riding horses. There is no 
end to the dreams I have of 
freedom. 

For more information contact 
the Leonard Peltier Defense 
Committee, POB 583, 
w Lawrence, KS 66044; (785) 842- 
| 5774; www.freepeltier.org. Send 
§ mail to Leonard Peltier #89637- 
| 132, POB 1000, Leavenworth, 
| KS66048. 

1 Editor's note: During a recent 
| radio interview, President 
B Clinton said he will rule on clem- 
ency for Peltier before he leaves 
office. The White House has since 
reassured the commitment. Call the White House com- 
ments line and demand clemency for Leonard Peltier 
now, (202) 456-1111. 




To Earth First!, 

In 1994-95 I was an animal/ 
environmental political prisoner, 
targeted as a convenient scape- 
goat by all four levels of govern- 
ment working collaboratively: city, 
county, state and federal. Now 
(thanks be to God) the agenda 
against me has devolved to such 
an extent that I am acquitted of all 
charges for which I completed the 
prison time, and my record has 
been ordered expunged by Judge 
Tom Fitzgerald (Chicago — circuit 
court of Cooh County) as of Aug. 1 , 
2000 (see enclosure). I wish to 
express my heartfelt gratitude to 
Earth First! for support and publi- 
cation during my term of trial. 

— Lise Olsen 




Editor's note: Lise served nearly 1 5 
months in prison and suffered years 
of court harassment after being con- 
victed of felony attempted arson for 
hanging home-made lanterns to illu- 
minate her correction of a billboard 
that originally read "Save the envi- 
ronment, wear fur" (see EFIJ July- 
August 1 995; www.punk.org.uk.abc/ 
target.htm). 


EF! Joumalistas, 

Thanks for the 20th Anniver- 
sary Edition. I am trying to read 
"Advice from The Mainstream, or 
We Could be Heroes... Someday" 
on page 92, andthinking, you are 
my heroes, and who does this so- 
called journalist thirik he is any- 
way? I am so glad he published in 


Playboy... Maybe he'd like to call 
the LA Weekly and order a few 
treesitters from the personals sec- 
tion to sit on his face? 

You are perfect, and the only 
fault I find is your self-flagellation. 

Giving this beer-buying, 
phrase-catching. Rolling Stone- 
reading wannabe space on the 
end of an otherwise fantastic 20th 
Anniversary edition of the Jour- 
nal is like putting a moustache 
on the Mona Lisa. 

— Another Mormon on Drugs 

Dear friends, 

The Samhain 20th anniversary 
edition was beautiful! The stories 
made me laugh and made me cry. 
I just wanted to let you all know 
that your hard work and dedica- 
tion does not go unnoticed. You 
have my many thanx for sharing 
the Earth First! message with so 


many people. And for keeping 
those already in tune and con- 
nected with Mother Earth united 
and aware of each others struggles. 
In light of my present predica- 
ment my favorite articles this is- 
sue were Rod’s tale and "So you've 
gotten yourself arrested..." 

For those of you who are keep- 
ing track of the case against Crit- 
ter and me and are wanting to 
show your support, the thing I 
miss most is music. So please sing, 
play and listen to songs of revolu- 
tion for me. But most importantly 
let the music give you strength. 
Let the words find their way to 
your heart. Be inspired and take 
action for Mother Earth and for 
our animal sisters and brothers. 
In the spirit of total resistance 
No Compromise! 

— Free (Jeff Luers) #1306729, 
101.W 5th Ave., Eugene OR 97401 


Editor's note: See page 1 3 for more 
about Free and Critter's case. 

Dear Earth First!, 

I and a lot of others look upon 
your group as regressive who 
want everyone to live in a primi- 
tive state. Get with it and join 
the real society. You people have 
entirely too much time on your 
hands and need to go away. Go 
live in Bangladesh or Somalia for 
awhile and you will probably be 
begging to get back to the "evil" 
USA and our modern progressive 
society. If you don't own the 
land.stay off of it and mind your 
own business. Incidentally, I find 
it amusing that you communi- 
cate by internet and not by relay 
runners and smoke signals. 

— BobGo57@aol.com 

continued on page 26 
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BY Al D. 

The "S26" Global Day of Action in late September 
thoroughly shook up the annual World Bank/Interna- 
tional Monetary 7 Fund meeting in the Czech Republic. 
That day, approximately 15,000 people from various 
movements and countries took 
to the streets of Prague. Instead of 
the usual "blockade them from 
getting in" routine, this time the 
plan was to keep the financial 
delegates from getting out. It suc- 
ceeded for several hours before 
they finally escaped aboard spe- 
cial underground metro trains 
that took them to the outskirts of 
the city. The day saw airborne 
cobblestones and molotovs, burn- 
ing barricades, tear gas, water can- 
nons and running street battles 
all around the Conference Center 
(CC), but the real victory was 
disrupting the meetings inside 
and forcing their early closure. 

The CC was an abject ghost town 
the following day. With delegates 
scared to leave their hotels and 
choosing to flee town in droves, 
bank officials canceled the last 
day of meeting, claiming that the 
previous days had been so suc- 
cessful there was nothing left to 
talk about! 

Yet another major financial 
meeting was seriously disrupted 
by an amazing array of people 
from around the world. Predictably, the usual wave 
of problems, conflicts and divisions also arose. 

As I reflect on my experience in Prague, I can only 
compare it to an existential novel. From the moment 
I arrived, I was constantly aware of the presence of the 
State. Every neighborhood had uniformed police 
performing random passport checks on pedestrians, 
and riding the metro was an experience straight out 
of Kafka. While I only had my passport checked once 
(they wrote down my details and sent me on my way), 
my travel companion was checked five times. Not 
having one's passport on hand was grounds for 
deportation, as the Czech State was looking for any 
technicality to get rid of "outside agitators." Wher- 
ever you went, you were being watched. 

I have to confess that my romantic illusions of 
the Czech Republic as a Bohemian stronghold of 
liberty have vanished. Much has been made of the 
bloodless "Velvet Revolution" of 1989, where the 
dissidents managed to break free of the Communist 
grip and then proceeded to embrace free market 
capitalism. The secret police apparatus stayed in 
place, the manipulation through government force 
and propaganda continued, the names merely 
changed. A jailed dissident and famous playwright, 
Vaclav Havel, became president of the new regime. 
As Kafka wrote, the slime of the old regime coated 
the new one. Ironically, the World Bank/IMF meet- 
ings were held at the former Soviet Palace of Cul- 
ture. Meet the new boss, same as the old boss! 

In the months before S26, the Czech government 
carried out an incredible campaign of slander and 
fear-mongering against the upcoming demonstra- 
tions, calling the protesters "killers" and "barbar- 
ians." Schools were shut down for days and children 
sent out of Prague. The State recommended that 
civilians lock up their homes and flee the city — and 
one-fifth of the population did! Instead of confront- 
ing the World Bank and IMF, Havel welcomed these 
oppressors to his country and wined and dined them 
at lavish dinners while condemning the protests. 
When delegates signed into the conference, they 
received goody bags with odes to globalization writ- 
ten by none other than the president, himself. 

Things picked up steam as the days progressed 
toward the set-piece confrontation. Loads of people 
began arriving on the weekend and a sense of 
momentum was clearly in the air. After a reconnais- 
sance of the area around the CC on Sunday and a 
meeting of the street action groups on Monday 
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morning, I began to feel optimistic that we could 
actually blockade the delegates in. That feeling 
reminded me of Seattle during last year's World 
Trade Organization meetings, where I didn't think 
we would succeed in our goal until we were well 
under way in doing so. The growing numbers of 


people also helped to lessen the rampant and justi- 
fied paranoia. There were many fascist attacks dur- 
ing the days before and after S26. More than 30 
percent of the police voted for the far-right fascist 
party in the last election, so it was really no surprise 
that they let neo-Nazi scum roam the streets (and 
the jails) beating up people with impunity. 

The days before S26 were really exciting for me. So 
many brilliant memories to carry away from here: 

1.000 radicals from different cultures chanting "No 
Pasaran!" (a rallying cry against the fascists of the 
Spanish Revolution), the echoes ricocheting off the 
walls of the Soviet-style industrial space; translations 
into different languages during the various meetings; 
the sense of a growing, vibrant international move- 
ment and solidarity with millions of people around 
the world; dressing like a tourist and discretely pass- 
ing through throngs of police during scout missions; 
and of course, drinking absinthe in the pubs till the 
wee hours talking of love and revolution. 

On the morning of S26 I 
met up with the Infernal 
Noise Brigade (INB), a 
marching drum orchestra 
and street performance crew 
consisting of a majorette, a 
medic, tactical advisors, a 
rifle twirling contingent, a 
flag corps, a noise generat- 
ing cart and nine percus- 
sionists. The INB chose to 
hang with the blue march, a 
group composed mostly of 
anarchists, with large con- 
tingents from Spain, Greece, 

Poland, Czech, Germany 
and several dozen Norte 
Americanos. The following 
is an account of the blue 
gang's experiences written 
by Djenniya of the INB: 

"S26 started with about 

5.000 gathering in Namesti 
Miru, a square at the center 
of town, north of the CC, 
with an enormous cathedral 
in the middle. There was a 
mobile sound system, many 
people in costumes, some 
banners hung from the 


trees, a giant blue globe that said "Balls to the IMF," 
a pink tank with a very sexy face painted on her 
front (reference to an action in 1989 when a monu- 
ment made from a Soviet tank was painted pink), a 
few puppets and many flags. The group was di- 
vided into four color-coded groups by distributing 
leaflets, colored whistles and 
using flags. A fifth group ap- 
proached autonomously from 
the south of the CC. We all 
progressed together for several 
blocks, and then the blue march 
peeled off from the main group, 
heading south along the west- 
ern side of the CC." 

A bit of geography: The CC 
was designed by the Commu- 
nists to withstand siege and 
nuclear disaster, so it is on the 
edge of a valley, with an unap- 
proachable drop-off. There is 
one primary access road con- 
necting it to the center of town. 
There is an incredibly high 
bridge spanning the valley 
which leads directly to the CC. 
So to approach it from Namesti 
Miru one must either take the 
bridge (which the cops had been 
rehearsing on for a week, ma- 
neuvering their tanks/armored 
| personnel carriers around on it 
9 at 2 a.m.), or go looping around 
I on either side on fairly narrow 
and winding cobblestone 
streets. To the west is the Vltava 
River, so the blue route went right along the river. 

The INB were somewhere in the middle of the 
blue march. We arrived at one of the access points 
to the CC and found the police on a hill above us. 
The front lines immediately began throwing bottles 
and cobblestones at the police, who responded by 
attacking with a water cannon. We were far enough 
back and the angle was wrong for the cannon so 
we weren't hit for quite awhile. We got our gas 
masks ready and then played. Many molotovs 
were thrown. The police began firing massive 
amounts of concussion grenades, which explode 
quite loudly and bum if you're too close to them. 
This battle went on for what seemed like a long 
time before they began firing tear gas. One of the 
canisters, which was thrown into a wooded area, 
started a fire (many types are incendiary) and 
some of the blue group put it out. 


continued on next page 



Czech cops aim low hoping for some comps. 



The good guys versus a tank. 








WEF Scrum in Melbourne 


by Colin Lloyd 

Editor's note: More than 20,000 people joined protests 
against the World Economic Forum, a meeting of world 
leaders to further the corporate takeover of the world, in 
Melbourne, Australia from September 11-13. The police 
responded with some of the worst violence against mass 
civil action in at least 25 years, with repeated baton 
charges and use of horses against nonviolent blockaders. 
In spite of more than 200 serious injuries, the people 
showed remarkable determination in the face of appalling 
violence. The following is one person's account of the 
activities on September 11 (Sll). 

The first day of the protest was an unqualified 
success. More than 10,000 people block- 
aded the Crown Casino, which is very im- 
pressive considering that the official union 
movement was effectively boycotting Sll. 

We did not close down the World Eco- 
nomic Forum (WEF), but we did severely 
disrupt it. The forum started late because 
delegates could not get in, and when it did 
start 300-400 delegates (out of around 1,000 
said to be attending) were locked out by 
the blockade. They were unable to get in 
for the rest of the day. 

There were around 100 injuries on our 
side, causing several hospitalisations, but 
amazingly only two arrests. Four cops were 
hospitalised with crush injuries, and one 
Crown security guard had his jaw broken. 

The day started for us in darkness. Arriv- 
ing at 6:30 a.m., it was raining hard and 
unseasonably cold but no one was deterred. 

The bruised sky and torrential rain only 
added to the drama. 

Several thousand had already gathered 
by 7:00 a.m. Crusty old activists, fresh- 
faced school students, helmeted envi- 
ronmentalists, masked anarchists, people 
dressed as nuclear bombs and wild-eyed revolu- 
tionaries stood shoulder to shoulder. 

The entire perimeter of Crown Casino had been 
surrounded by an eight foot wall of concrete and 
webbed steel. The graffiti said it all: "Welcome to 
Melbourne Zoo, please don't feed the animals." 

The only gaps in the wall were the entrances. 
Here there were hundreds of cops (over 2,000 in 
total had been mobilised with more in reserve) 
ready with their batons. 

In a way, the wall actually helped us to focus our 
forces. There were only about six possible entrances, 
so we concentrated on blockading them all. 

Some of the most serious action of the day took 
place when the cops tried to clear a path to an 
entrance — with only about 60 protesters, who were 
screaming out for help, more of us waded in. 
Within 45 seconds, about 500 people had 
materialised from seemingly nowhere. The cops 
breached the blockade, but it simply re-formed 
around them like a giant human octopus. 


They broke through again, but with the same 
result. They sent in the horses. One guy went com- 
pletely limp like a rag doll, slumped to the ground 
and was trampled by the horses. The cops dragged 
him off. The line held. When the threat had passed 
we moved on to another entrance. 

On the way, we came across a vehicle in an alley, 
which looked like a cross between a fork lift and a 
moveable platform. A few of us leapt on it and 
miraculously got the thing to start. When we got 
the hang of it we did a 180 degree turn and drove 
the vehicle at a sedate pace back to the green bloc 
blockade. Feet astride, chin up and towering about 
nine feet above the crowd, the comrade in charge 


was greeted as a returning liberator. We still do not 
know what these machines are called. 

At the next blockade point, the cops showed how 
truly befuddled they were. Cops on horses at the 
entrance had sandwiched protesters between them- 
selves and another thin line of cops. The cops on horses 
started pushing forward. Instead of resisting, the pro- 
testers simply went with the direction of the push from 
behind and broke through the police lines in front, 
swamping the bus full of delegates that was supposedly 
about to get through. 

Here I saw one of the most heroic acts of the day: A 
masked anarchist did a kamikaze run at the bus, leaping 
six feet off the ground to end up in a horizontal position 
clinging to the wire mesh on the bus's windscreen. He 
looked like a human fly. 

His hang-time was about three or four seconds 
before he was monstered by cops. Happily, dozens 
of activists leapt to his rescue, skittling a motor- 
bike cop in the act. 

At around 10:00 a.m. the first collective mobilisation 


of about 400 high school students arrived. They met 
the main contingent at Flinder's Street. It was a great 
sight. They were all running in formation along the 
South Bank of the Yarra River, some waving Workers 
Power placards with our name and slogan. 

Later in the day, one of the more memorable events 
took place when Western Australian Conservative 
Premier Richard Court was trapped in his car for one 
hour by protesters. 

A crowd surrounded the car and slashed all four tires. 
They then doused it in green paint. An Aboriginal 
protester jumped on the bonnet and started giving 
Court a history lesson about Aboriginal dispossession 
through the glass of his windscreen. 

The same protester then moved to the 
roof and started doing an indigenous 
dance (a victory jig, I think). After one 
hour the special police waded in like ma- 
niacs, indiscriminately flailing their ba- 
tons. Here some of the worst injuries were 
sustained. One guy had his nose broken 
and lost most of his front teeth. Others 
were taken to the hospital. 

After the incident, Richard Court claimed, 
with stunning insight and a gift for words, 
that the surrounding of his car had been 
"un-Australian." Melbourne Mayor Peter 
Costigan said that it was despicable — the act 
of a tiny minority making trouble for the 
vast majority! John Howard said it was shame- 
ful. The police chief said it was disgraceful. I 
thought it was great. 

In the afternoon things slowed down a 
| little, with both protesters and police in 
^ a holding pattern as far as the blockade 
f was concerned. 

Occasionally, word would come through 
that cops were amassing at one of the en- 
trances. Hundreds of people would rush to 
reinforce it. This was one of the great things 
about) the whole day — the communication and flex- 
ibility. The age of the mobile phone has made a huge 
difference in effective demonstrations. There always 
seemed to be people ready to reinforce any weak spots. 

As the afternoon wore on, the weather improved 
and the whole rally turned into more of a carnival 
atmosphere. There were bands, reggae and spontane- 
ous rap, and lots of young people dancing in the street, 
confirmation that for once they were in control of 
public space. 

The last flurry of action occurred in the late after- 
noon, as some delegates left. This was limited mainly 
to noisy declarations of victory, in the face of dejected 
cops and delegates. 

Sll was the leading news story on all of the TV 
channels. Of course they concentrated on the al- 
leged violence of the demonstration, but they could 
not deny that the WEFhadbeen severely disrupted — 
a bit of a bummer for the delegates, some of whom 
were paying $22,000 per night for the privilege of 
staying at Crown. 



Ozzie cops eye the opposing team. 


continued from previous page 
The INB pulled off to a side street, shielded from the 
water cannon by a tree, where we could continue to 
play music and be out of the way. I've never seen 
anything like it. After an hour or so, we decided to 
pull out, as the intersection was unlikely to be taken 
from the police, with their superior weapons and 
their extremely superior position above. We wanted 
to be somewhere more effective. 

The communication system was quite difficult, 
with mobile phones being the only real means. 
Fortunately, the mobile system did not crash, which 
apparently it often does in European actions. The 
result was that enormous numbers of people were 
gathering often-conflicting bits of information and 
giving it to us. Frequently, we would painstakingly 
reach a decision, and then before implementing it 
we'd get new information which felt more crucial 
and we'd end up altering our plan. 

We went to another location, leaving much of the 
blue group, and joined the pink and silver group. 
Shortly after we arrived they pulled out, so we went 
up and played between the line of police and seated 
protesters. The intersection itself wasn't too strate- 


gic, other than it was tying up a few water tanks and 
many riot cops, but it was a good time, there were 
many Czechs there who were pleased, and the reac- 
tion of the cops and the neighbors looking down 
from their windows was well worth its strategic 
ineffectiveness. The cops were alternating between 
fear and smiles. They definitely didn't know what to 
think of us, and the neighbors were taking photos, 
smiling and waving. 

We stopped playing and then snatch squads arrived, 
so some of us backed off and worked on a new plan 
with some of the blue group which had just arrived. It 
took ages to create, but finally we went around the 
block to a place where we heard delegates were and 
ended up coming extremely close to a very poorly 
defended police line right in front of the CC — cops in 
shirt sleeves with shields and little else. The front of 
the march broke through the line and the whole 
group rushed through, coming so close to the building 
that had seemed impenetrable, we could see into the 
windows. I never dreamed we'd get so close! Then 
from around the corner charged what felt like 100 riot 
cops, unloading a frightening amount of concussion 
grenades, chasing us with the water cannon. We ran 


and they continued chasing. It was wild. I have been 
in other crowd situations where people are running 
and panicking and it's been really scary, but this felt 
really together. We ran until someone called to stop, 
and we would stop briefly, see that our respective 
groups were together, and then run again. Eventually 
a large group of us (INB and some of the Polish and 
Czech scouts/tactical folks) dashed down a hill where 
we doubted the police would follow, certainly not 
with the water cannon. Running with all of our 
drums and everything was difficult. 

We decided to join with the pink and silver group 
who were a block or two away. There had been 
recent fighting there and loads of people who were 
still a bit scattered. Our tactical group joined with 
theirs, and we all went together (about one or two 
thousand altogether) toward downtown. It was fan- 
tastic, we took the entire street, not a cop in sight, 
and we walked for about an hour, playing the whole 
time. One of our people lit up a fire staff and two fire 
breathers came over and spit plumes into the air. 
One of our songs has pretty consistent silent breaks 
in it, and the crowd was shouting into the silence, 
1,000 voices raised as one. It was extraordinary. 
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Four people are locked down inside this immobilized trailer blockading a cement kiln. 


T Yh\\tY TMjH 

by Ryan Brouillard 

In the first attempt to block an access road to the 
Suwannee American cement kiln being built 3.5 
miles from the Ichetucknee River, near Tallahas- 
see, Florida, activists with Ichetucknee Earth First! 
on October 22 placed an immobilized camping 
trailer with four people locked down inside on the 
roadway leading to the construction site. By 10 
p.m. all four, including one with his arm through 
a hole in the floor and locked inside a pipe 
cemented in the road, were cut out by fire rescue 
workers and' arrested by police. They have pled 
not guilty and all have requested a trial by jury. 
The 16-hour road block was received well by the 
local community, which is largely opposed to the 
cement kiln because it will pollute the air and 
drinking/irrigation water, disrupt the river eco- 
system and hurt the local economy. 

Quiet and beautiful, the Ichetucknee River is a 
precious gem among the state's natural treasures. 
Since shortly after the beginning of time, it has 
jetted from the Florida Aquifer, a perfectly clear flow 
of water with brilliant accents of white and tur- 
quoise. This spring-fed waterway is situated be- 
tween wetlands of old- and second-growth cypress 
and live oak. It is a refreshing 72 degrees year round. 
There are three endangered species — the rare silt 
snail, the red-eye blind crayfish and the Florida 
manatee — that live in the Ichetucknee wetland. 

The site was originally designated for agricul- 
ture, not industry, but Suwannee American Com- 
pany, a subsidiary of Anderson Columbia (the 
state's largest road-paving company), was granted 
a special permit by the Suwannee County Com- 
mission early this summer with rumors of back 
room deals between the state and Suwannee Ameri- 
can for the permits. Anderson Columbia has been 
linked to the bribery of former state officials Bo 
Johnson and Randy Mackey on previous projects. 

Cement kilns are among the dirtiest industrial 
polluters in the world. They inefficiently burn 
millions of tons of coal and tires to make portland 
cement. This process emits dangerous levels of 
mercury, phosphates, dioxins and fine particu- 
late matter. The cement kiln, which had its 
groundbreaking ceremony on August 28, will cost 
$130 million and have a 280-foot smoke stack 
spewing an alarming 94 pounds of mercury a year. 


Also, mining of an on-site limestone quarry could 
disrupt the Florida Aquifer. 

Anderson Columbia commissioned the envi- 
ronmental impact modeling research which is not 
being allowed scientific peer review by the state. 
The company and its subsidiaries are notorious for 
noncompliance with environmental laws and have 
racked up 17 previous violations for dumping in 
waterways, soil contamination, air pollution, op- 
erating without permits, etc. 

People who oppose the cement kiln hold Gover- 
nor Bush responsible, because after he canoed down 
the river last year, he vowed to save it and not grant 
permits. A few months later, after Anderson Colum- 
bia sued the state, donated $1 million worth of road 
paving services to the county and $175,000 to the 
Republican Party, Bush reversed his decision and 
allowed Suwannee County and the Department of 
Environmental Protection (DEP) to grant permits. 

Initiating a direct action campaign, five activists 
with Ichetucknee Earth First! locked down for five 
hours in the entrance to Governor Jeb Bush's office 
on August 29 to demand that he revoke the permits. 
For five hours, connected by the bicycle locks around 
their necks, the group sat in the doorway to the press 
room and answered questions from the media (which 
had shown up for a press conference for Bush's One 
Florida plan to eliminate affirmative action). After 
the media interviewed members of the lockdown, 
they proceeded into the press conference and asked 
Bush about rumors of scandal, complaints and envi- 
ronmental concerns involved in the cement plant 
and land-use deal. After two hours, DEP Secretary 
Struhs came to talk to the group. After he found 
himself bombarded with questions about scandal 
and lack of protection by the state in front of about 


25 media outlets, he asked them for a private inter- 
view away from the Earth First! lockdown. 

Meanwhile, outside the capitol building, mem- 
bers of Sierra Club, Florida Green Party, Ichetucknee 
Mobilization, University of Florida Environmental 
Action Group and Student Peace Action and many 
Tallahassee high school students protested on the 
streets with huge puppets and signs. One protester 
scaled a telephone pole and dropped a banner that 
read, "No Permits to Polluters!" 

After five hours of being locked together, it was 
apparent that Bush was not going to appear to talk 
to the group. They agreed to unlock and attend an 
open meeting with the DEP to discuss a possible 
court action or statewide referendum to block the 
construction. Police made no arrests. 

EF! demands that Gov. Bush revoke the building 
permits on the grounds that the pristine 
Ichetucknee River is a Florida Outstanding Water 
Way and deserves full protection. There is evi- 
dence that the company has already broken laws 
and agreements pertaining to the cement plant 
deal, so the state can revoke the permits, but to 
date has refused to do so. 

There will be a major civil disobedience action at 
the kiln site on January 15 (MLK's birthday) to 
bring more attention to the issue. The following 
week an appeals case by Florida State Attorney Bob 
Butterworth, which aims to halt construction and 
get the permits revoked, will be heard in the 
Florida State Court. The newly formed Ichetucknee 
River Coalition will be staging a demonstration in 
support of Butterworth at the hearings. 

For more information, contact Ichetucknee EF!, 
ichmobile@hotmail.com; www.metanet.org/im; 
www.ichetucknee.org or. 


Wolves and Poodles 


A howler of a wolf to three escaped monkeys for hurling bananas and crab 
apples at several cars on Interstate 95 in Virginia. When the police showed up, 
the monkeys let fly another volley of fruit before fleeing into nearby woods. 

A wolf in robes and a funny hat to the Reverend Massimo Salani, a Roman 
Catholic priest in Tuscany, who condemned hamburgers, french fries and Coke 
as "the fruit of a Protestant culture." The priest also urged ecumenical opposi- 
tion to bioengineered foods. Italian Minister for Agricultural Resources Alfonso 
Pecoraro Scanio described his call as "very positive" and joined in the attack on 
US-style fast food. "This type of culture does not belong to us and cannot 
become our way of eating," he said. 

A wolf in green tights and a funny hat to Shiv Kumar, an Indian Robin 
Hood who has eluded police for decades in the northern forests of Uttar Pradesh, 
taking on illegal tree-fellers and even gunning down a poacher. He has 
"...created so much terror both among the forest mafia and conniving forest 
officials that illicit felling and poaching have virtually come to a halt in this 
region," a forest official said. Known as Dadua or "big brother," Kumar once beat 
up two forest guards he caught poaching and then wrote to complain about 
them. Police said the lower-caste outlaw had eluded them because of thick 
forest cover and strong local support. 

A Wolf for Prez in 2004 to Congresswoman Cynthia 
McKinney (D-GA) for publicly stating the obvious — calling 
the Seattle/Philadelphia/DC/LA protesters "courageous, 
intelligent and determined," and slamming corpo- 
rate globalism and the security measures the federales 
are taking to protect it. At last, a decent running- 
mate for LaDuke. 

A Cascadian wolf of refinement and taste to the 
Fish Brewing Company of Olympia, Washington, 
who paste a different artist's vision of a Northwestern 
dam being blown up on each year's batch of Detonator 
Doppelbock with the words "Let the Rivers Run Free" 
underneath. As it says on the side of the six-pack — 
"brewed in the Republic of Cascadia." 



A poodle with five kilos of old gum and cherry pits packed up its orifices 
to the Professional Lawn Care Association of Ontario, Canada, which plans 
to mask lawn and garden pesticides with the scent of bubblegum and cherries 
so they appeal to children. 

A poodle that we really, really hope never breeds to Yvonne Shashoua of 
the National Museum of Denmark. After revealing that some dolls and other 
toys made in the 1950s with polyvinyl chloride are deteriorating rapidly and 
forming a sticky film on their plastic surfaces, Shashoua said that young 
children, when they pick up a sticky doll, tend to poke their fingers into their 
mouths, transferring the chemical into their bodies. Studies show that the 
chemical can mimic estrogen and disrupt development in the very young, and 
have blamed these chemicals in the environment for malformation of male 
organs. Shashoua then suggested that old dolls could be made safer by 
wrapping them in kitchen plastic wrap and not touching the bodies directly. 

A poodle strapped to the keel of Shackleton's lifeboat to 
www.celebritycruises.com for offering flights on a 737 over the Antarctic 
ice at 1,000 feet for viewing seals and penguins at the "low, low rate of only 
$1,300 per person." May the spirit of the ozone hole ravage them with 
cataracts and cancers! 

A poodle with a large, corrugated pipe dipped in tritium projecting 
from the usual place to the Department of Energy at Hanford, which has 
declared that the contamination seeping toward the Columbia River might 
be attributed to the fact that radioactive materials were stored in five 
"bottomless caissons" (large, corrugated metal pipes planted into the ground) 
and 50 bottomless drums. 

A poodle mired to its belly in the favorite mud hole of a herd of 
hostile razorbacks to Boulder, Colorado, disc jockeys 
Stephen Meade and Darren McKee for promoting a 
four-wheeling mudfest that ended up tearing 25 acres 
of sensitive wetlands that were habitat for a rare 
toad. "It's churned up so much there's no vegeta- 
tion left," said geologist Bob Akright. "There's oil 
floating in the water." The Forest Service cited 
Meade and McKee for failing to obtain a permit 
for a gathering of more than 75 people. It fined 
each a whopping 50 bucks. 
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Editor's note: The following are excerpts 
from recent discussions among elders at 
Black Mesa, Arizona, who are resisting 
forced relocation to make way for Peabody 
Coal's mining operations. They are intended 
to shed light on the feelings and current 
outlook about the situation on the land. 

For those concerned people who 
wish to know how we are doing or 
what we plan to do about the US 
Attorney Office's intention of evict- 
ing us, we'd like for you to know that 
our plans are still the same — we wish 
to remain on our ancestral lands and 
will have no thoughts of moving else- 
where. We wish to carry on with our 
cultural life as usual, despite the diffi- 
culties of old age and with the limita- 
tion in physical capabilities. We will 
continue to walk our sheep and try 
our very best to stay warm this winter. 
We can only think positively about 
what we can manage around our cur- 
rent home sites and land. That will be 
our plan and strategy, but the rest will 
be up to the Great Spirits. They will 
have the ultimate answer about the 
Earth's destiny. How long can our 
society be under oppression? It is cer- 
tainly not indefinite that the oppres- 


sor will allow itself to torture our lives. 
It will come to an end, eventually. 

The land is necessary for our culture, 
religion and language to remain in exist- 
ence. Without our ancestral lands, we 
can no longer be the traditional Dine or 
have an identity which is authentically 
indigenous. Yes, we all have many grand- 
children, but when they all speak noth- 
ing but the English language, this makes 
our future as a Dine culture become 
hopeless. If we wish to continue the 
revival of our culture and language, we 
need the land! As resistors, we like to 
help the younger generations to appre- 
ciate these lands and have them become 
aware of the traditions. But these new, 
younger generations lack any interest or 
curiosity. We love all our grandchildren 
and great grandchildren deeply, and it 
hurts us to see them lack any interest for 
our history on these lands or lack the 
concern that we might lose these lands, 
someday. We cannot blame all this on 
them because we realize that they are the 
third and fourth generation raised by 
the American school systems. 

Though the struggle here might seem 
bleak, it is encouraging to see the non- 
Indian supporters live with us. These 


The majestic Hopi Portioned Lands in northeast Arizona. 


non-Indians, some of them, are 
interested in herding sheep, chop- 
ping wood, learning the language, 
preparing the corn or the mutton 
and willing to try all the necessary 
methods of labor-work around our 
home sites. It is encouraging, also, 
because it used to be mentioned in 
the old times that the White Na- 
tion was created by the same Great 
Spirits who created the Dine. So, 
they are kin, and we think this is 
why the elder women resistors of- 
ten refer to the non-Indian sup- 
porters as their children. 

Certain non-Indians have come 
here to support us, with good in- 
tentions, but have unfortunately 
only brought further confusion 
and divisions. They have only 
shown us how ignorant they are when 
we try to tell them otherwise. They will 
run and hide elsewhere and continue 
their misrepresentation. We are hope- 
ful that other Indians now wish to help 
us. We'd like to see that come to real- 
ity — the way it was when we worked 
with the traditional Hopis and other 
indigenous nations. Our resistance has 
much better force when other indig- 
enous nations align with us and we are 
able to function more effectively at the 
international level. Thus, if we main- 
tain and present our issues within the 
international forum, our issues are com- 
bined with other indigenous issues of 
human rights and treaty rights. 

It is like the Bureau of Indian Affairs is 
trying to break us or tame us. They 
forced us into signing the Accommoda- 
tion Agreement, and now they send 
their police to inform us, "You have too 
many animals again, so please kindly 
get rid of them by selling them, graze 
them elsewhere besides Hopi Partition 
Lands or else we will confiscate them." 
We have heard this over and over for 
years now, but (they) will not ever see 
that we don't care about their grazing 
policies or any other anti-Dine policies. 


A symbol of the struggle between the Dine and Peabody 
We will continue to have the joy of 
raising the animals, and so that we can 
use them to weave, to maintain our 
traditional cultural life and to use them 
for our food and medicine. The more 
they try to break us the more we shall 
refuse to acknowledge that "paper" 
which states that we have a lease. 

Though we lack resources, we com- 
mit ourselves to this great endeavor 
of international representation. We 
will look to our indigenous relatives 
and to, also, rebuild a better and 
stronger working relationship with 
our non-Indian friends/supporters. 

For more information on how to help 
the Dine as a volunteer or with contribu- 
tions (very urgently needed are hay and 
supplies for the Dine, funds for car parts, 
and to keep the functions of the support 
office and supply truck running), con- 
tact Black Mesa Indigenous Support, POB 
23501, Flagstaff, AZ 86002; (520)773- 
8086; www.blackmesais.org. 

Editor's note: Resistors are still asking for 
supporters to spend time on the land. Work 
parties to the land are also being organized. 
There is still time to stop the genocide 
against these courageous communities. 


This article is reprinted from the Yule 1986 edition 
of the Earth First! Journal. 

East Texas possesses some of the biologically 
richest land on the continent. Texas EF! refuses 
to stand by as the Freddies and others turn it 
into sterile pine farms. Upon hearing of the 
Freddies' atrocious plan for Four Notch, we 
decided to protest with a magnitude equal to 
their methods of destruction. Here follows the 
story of the Battle at Four Notch: 

As the press caravan arrived at the site where 
Godzilla (the crusher) was at work, about 20 EFiers 
were anxiously waiting. The roar of the crusher 
could be heard in the distance. Loud snapping 
noises penetrated the air as the giant pines and 
hardwoods went down. The beast could be seen 
across the field of debris . Big healthy pines fell in its 
path as the TV cameras began rolling. 

Godzilla chomped at full throttle as protesters 
and press approached. We waited for the ma- 
chine to complete a few rounds so the media 
could document the destruction. Once the beast 
came back around, completing its circular pat- 
tern, we began running alongside of it. We held 
up signs and waved arms, alerting the driver to 
stop. After about 150 yards, it slowed down 
enough for us to get in front of it. 

Immediately after the beast came to a halt, Bugis 
was on top of it. Whipping out his kryptonite lock 
and key, within seconds he was bolted by the neck 
to the front of Godzilla. Renowned tree climber 
James Jackson, was already half way up an elm tree 
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The Battle of Four Notch 


next to the crusher. Christi Stevens, Pat Taylor and 
Chuck Taylor all chained themselves to trees near the 
crusher. Flollers and howls of the protesters filled the 
air, drowning out the disgusting noise of the machine's 
engine, which was left running for over an hour. 

Signs were draped across the stilled beast and in 
the trees reading: "Stop the Tree Nazis, Stop 
Clearcutting, Earth First!" TV cameras rolled and 
reporters scrambled to get interviews with the 
chained and their supporters. 

The federal agents and officers from the local Sheriff's 
department expected to have the protesters hand- 
cuffed and hauled away within 30 minutes. No one 
anticipated that we would hold the crusher hostage for 
over 24 hours! Within an hour Christi, Pat and Chuck 
were cut loose and taken away to the Walker County 
Jail; but they could not free Bugis, despite numerous 
attempts with boltcutters, locksmiths and sweet talk. 
As the day wore on, the feds began to grow uptight. 
Aside from when the Freddies were abusively jerking 
his neck and head, trying to split the kryptonite with 
giant boltcutters, Bugis appeared quite comfortable 
atop the purring Godzilla. And it is a good thing, 
because it became his home for the next 24 hours. 

While the Freddies busied themselves with Bugis in 
his elm pulpit, Pastor Jackson preached about the 


wisdom of Mother Nature, quoting from great 
books such as Waldon, Deep Ecology and the Bible. 
His hammock strung between two young elms, 
loaded with books, food and drink, Jackson was 
prepared for a long stay. As it appeared that Bugis 
and James were going to make the event an all 
nighter, the press headed home to make their 
deadlines with the story. The feds did not give up so 
easily, however. Perhaps their pride was hurt by 
their incompetence at dealing with the affront. As 
the crowds thinned, things began to get hairy. 

James told the Freddies that he could not climb 
down out of the tree without assistance, because he 
had injured his knee on the way up. Nevertheless, 
Billy Ball, top federal security agent for the FS in 
Texas, counted to ten quickly and then began to 
chop down the tree holding Jackson. The ax was 
passed around and everybody had their chance at a 
swing. As the tree began to topple, Jackson leapt 
through the air at a height of 30 feet to another tree 
five feet away. The first tree smashed against the side 
of the tree crusher. The Freddies wasted no time and 
soon the second tree came crashing down, this time 
with Jackson in it! The fall injured his (other) knee 
(lucky for the FS it was not more serious). 

To find out what happens next order the back 
issue for only $4. Only $400 for a nearly full set. 

To leam more about the history of Earth First!, order 
our very special 20-year anniversary, magazine style 
edition of the Earth First! Journal, Samhain 2000 for 
only $6.95 (the price will increase soon). It showcases 
some of the best writers and artists the movement has. 
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Protester Injured During 
Anti-Hunting Protest 

On September 1 , a hunt saboteur was 
ran over twice by a four-wheel-drive 
vehicle during a dash between protest- 
ers and hunt supporters. He suffered 
serious injuries, induding multiple frac- 
tures and broken ribs. Four other people 
were also injured. The (conflict took 
place during a meet of fhe Old Surrey 
and Burstow Fox Hounds at Warren 
Farm in Horsted Keynes, near Crawley, 
West Sussex, England. 

The driver left the scene when police 
arrived. Police are probing daims that 
the protester was deliberatdy ran over. 

Agent Jammy Tart 
Berries Banker 

The Brighton Branch of the BBB 
(BBBBB) jammed up the World Bank 
as one of its representatives came to 
Sussex University, England, to deliver 
a recruitment presentation to likely 
young professionals on October 18. 

The unfortunate bank stooge real- 
ized he had bitten off more than he 
could chew. He arrived to find the 
presentation room occupied, the talk 
cancded, and a noisy crowd demand- 
ing the release of all Prague prisoners 
following the anti-World Bank/IMF 
protests there in September as well as 
an end to the capitalist system. 

Around 30 people occupied the 
seminar rooms of the Career Develop- 
ment Unit to prevent the recruitment 
day from taking place. Occupiers bar- 
ricaded themselves into the rooms, 
daubing the walls with statements of 
prisoner solidarity, anti-World Bank, 
anti-capitalist and anti-state graffiti. 

The alarmed official hastily sought 
refuge in an office, which was then 
besieged by others who waited, ready 
to give him his just desserts upon 
emergence. Sometime (and several 
fire alarms) later, security guards at- 
tempted to move the banker out of 
hiding, only to find themselves con- 
fronted by a roving group who jostled 
and harangued him across campus. 

He was finally bundled into a taxi. 
The car door was flung wide and 
BBBBB Agent Jammy Tart delivered a 
particularly gooey custard and jam 
delight to the face of the World Banker. 

Owing to the timely shoving of 
snatching security guards by pastry 
supporters, Agent JT made a clean 
escape (save for the jammy fingers) 
and roams free, ready to pie again. 

Guarani Reclaim Land 

A group of 200 Guarani men, 
women and children reclaimed an- 
cestral land located in the state of 
Santa Catarina, Brazil on September 
9. Their land was taken over in the 
1920s by a real estate company, 
Colonizadora Sul Brasil. 

The state gave away the 49 hectares 
to the company at a time when the 
country was trying to settle lands. As 
a result, the Guarani were violently 
forced off their land and relocated to 
an indigenous reserve inhabited by 
the Kaingang. 

After 80 years, and after becoming 
more aware of their right to tradi- 
tional territory, the Guarani returned 
to their land, now "owned” by busi- 
nessman Carlos Francisco Zimmer. 

Zimmer has obtained a court or- 
der for the expulsion of the Guarani. 
They were evicted by the police 45 
days later. 

The Guarani are the largest group of 
indigenous people in Brazil with a popu- 
lation of 30,000, living in the states of 
Sao Paulo, Rio de Janeiro, Espirito Santo, 
Mato Grosso and Maranhao. 


The Great Wireless Tower 


by Christopher Beaver 

Each year as the great autumn and 
spring migrations of more than five bil- 
lion birds sweep across North America, 
more and more of the migrants are be- 
ing killed in collisions with wireless tele- 
communication antennas. Included 
among this artificial forest of metallic 
towers would be antennas for cellular 
phones, as well as those for radio and 
television broadcasting. 

Most collisions take place at night as 
does much of the migration. To avoid 
the heat and direct sunlight of the day, 
birds, such as ducks and geese, that 
generate a great deal of heat in f lig ht, 
often choose nighttime for their flight. 
Smaller birds also seek darkness, not to 
avoid heat, but for purposes of stealth, 
to hide from predators. 

To navigate, these migrating birds 
appear to track the stars and gauge the 
shifting magnetic fields of the Earth. 

The problem, according to Vernon 
Kleen, an avian.ecologist for the Illi- 
nois Department of Natural Resources, 
is that under adverse weather condi- 
tions, night-flying birds seem drawn 
to the antennas' warning lights. Such 
lights are required by the Federal Avia- 
tion Administration (FAA) for all an- 
tennas taller than 199 feet. In the 
vicinity of airports and along high- 
ways, the lights on towers above 500 
feet must have either red blinking or 
white strobing lights. 

When birds encounter these aerial 
displays, they appear to become dis- 
oriented and confused. On radar 
screens, scientists have observed 
groups of birds circling antennas in an 
apparent and often futile attempt to 
regain their sense of direction. 

In January 1998, some 10,000 Lapland 
longspurs were killed in a single night in 
western Kansas as they collided with a 
420-foot radio station antenna and two 
nearby antennas, one of them a com- 
munications tower for a natural gas 
pumping station. Many of the birds 
were found impaled on wheat stubble 
left from the autumn harvest in sur- 
rounding fields. The birds appeared to 
have flown full force into the ground. 

In a letter written in December 1999, 
to William Kennard, chair of the Fed- 
eral Communications Commission 
(FCC), Gerald Winegrad, vice-president 
of the American Bird Conservancy, 
estimated that - "the annual killing of 
migratory birds from communication 
towers may be four million to an order 
of magnitude above this." In other 
words, the number may be as high as 
40 million killed annually. 

Surveys of the birds killed are difficult 
to conduct since the number of affected 
birds varies widely during the migra- 
tion, while scavengers quickly erase the 
evidence by carrying away the victims. 
But, according to Jim Cox of the Florida 
Game and Fresh Water Fish Commis- 
sion, the average tower may kill as many 
as 2,500 birds per year. 

"This is a real problem and we take it 
very seriously," said A1 Manville, a wild- 
life biologist for the US Fish and Wildlife 
Service (USFWS) in Arlington, Virginia. 
"Of the 836 bird species entrusted to our 
care, nearly 200 are already threatened." 

Due to the "build out" of cellular 
antennas as competing phone compa- 
nies each struggle to provide blanket 
coverage, as many as 500,000 new cellu- 
lar antennas may be constructed over 
the next decade. A separate technology, 


digital television, mandated by Com 
gress for full implementation by 2003, 
may require more than 1,000 
"megatowers," with reports that some 
of them will rise higherthan 1 ,000 
feet into the sky. This would jr 
make each as tall as the Empire 
State Building. 

Despite more than 100 scientific 
studies dating back to 1949 that con- 
firm the impact of antennas- on birds, 
Sheldon Moss, director of government 
relations at the Personal Communica- 
tions Industry Association (quoted in 
the Morning Star of Wilmington, North 
Carolina) cautions against rushing to 
judgement: "We're in the very early 
stages, and clearly there needs to be 
more work done to determine if a 
problem exists and, if a problem does 
exist, how severe it is." 

Several major ornithological organi- 
zations disagree. In 1999, the American 
Bird Conservancy demanded a full Envi- 
ronmental Impact Statement for a pro- 
posed cellular antenna in Pennsylvania 
and quoted a 1976 study by Canadian 
wildlife biologist R.C. Weir, "Nocturnal 
bird kills are virtually certain wherever 
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of the law 
with each death a 
separate infraction. 
The carrot approach ap- 
pears to have produced 
some results. A Commu- 
nication Tower Working 
. Group was formed in 
1999 largely at the insti- 
gation of Manville and Bill 
Evans, a research associate at 
Cornell's Laboratory of Ornithology. 

Evans first encountered the prob- 
lem of bird collisions in October 1998. 
While using electronic technology 
to monitor the vocalizations of night- 
migrating ducks, Evans found him- 
self stunned, "I could hear the colli- 
sions, their alarm calls, the sounds of 
ducks falling to the ground." 

With the USFWS as the sponsoring 
organization driven by the passion 
of Evans and Manville, the working 
group, consisting of "stakeholders," 
or concerned and affected parties in- 
cluding the telecommunication in- 
dustry, met in November 1999 as a 
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single nights kill found at the base of a 85-foot television tower near Elmira, New York. 


an obstacle extends into the air space 
where birds are flying in migration. The 
time of year, siting, height, lighting, 
cross-sectional area [the size] of the ob- 
stacles and weather conditions will de- 
termine the magnitude of the kill." 

Libby Kelley, Executive Director of 
the Council on Wireless Telecommu- 
nications Impacts, points out the diffi- 
culties local regulators and citizens face: 
"According to some interpretations of 
the 1996 federal Telecommunications 
Act, which was largely written by in- 
dustry lobbyists, neither municipali- 
ties nor federal agencies are permitted 
to consider any environmental issues 
or even human public health impacts 
when determining where towers can 
be constructed." 

For A1 Manville, the bottom line 
may be that industry will have to 
choose between the "carrot and the 
stick." The "carrot," in Manville's 
words: a voluntary partnership 
among all parties to prevent or limit 
"tower kills." The "stick:" criminal 
prosecution under the Migratory Bird 
Treaty first signed with the United 
Kingdom in 1916, then made federal 
law as the Migratory Bird Treaty Act 
of 1918, which states that it is illegal 
to kill a migratory bird "by any means 
or in any manner," except for "per- 
mitted purposes," such as the taking 
of birds for scientific research and hunt- 
ing. So-called "incidental taking" of 
even one bird is considered a violation 


first step toward establishing research 
guidelines for future collision studies. 

Manville, who estimates that such 
studies would cost about five to eight 
million dollars and take three to five 
years to complete, also notes that the 
USFWS does not have the funding or 
the staff for such an effort. Neither 
do the FCC nor the FAA. 

While Manville agrees that further 
study is necessary to pinpoint the 
precise factors that account for most 
collisions, he also believes that 
enough is known to begin precau- 
tionary steps. 

Among these would be the removal 
of obsolete antennas; the distancing 
of antennas, from critical habitat; 
and a 199-foot height limit on new 
antennas that would free them from 
FAA guidelines requiring antennas 
over 199 feet to carry warning lights 
and be supported by guy wires. 

Until such measures are introduced, 
the question is not whether more 
birds will be killed. The question is 
whether we are one step closer to 
achieving the nightmarish world of 
Rachel Carson's Silent Spring — with 
the songs and calls of migrating birds 
silenced by the twittering of cell 
phones and the din from hundreds 
of brand-new, high-resolution, digi- 
tal television stations. 

Reprinted from The Gull, the news- 
letter of the Golden Gate Chapter of the 
Audubon Society. 
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and appalling conditions the baboons were 
unable to stand at full height and could 
barely turn around. Many peered nervously 

___ ^ 0 ___ # ^ out of the small piece of wire at the top of the 

I ♦•Q /I A I | Q'fl KfinAAIl g crate. Others, clearly petrified, cowered and 

X X dUC 1X1 X ClXIZ/ClXXluX I UclUUUXXO tried to hide as they were approached. 

In other poorly constructed wire gang 

The British Union for the Abolition of Vivisection enters the trap to retrieve a banana, he treads on a trip cages, groups of juvenile baboons were kept in 
(BUAV) has undertaken one of its most dangerous wire which causes the trap to fall. The heavy boulder overcrowded conditions. Clearly terrified, they 
investigations to date — into the international trade in on top of the trap ensures that there is no escape. A clung to each other for comfort, 
wild caught baboons for research. BUAV investigators number of these traps are set in particular areas, Once an order has been confirmed, the baboons are 
traveled to Tanzania to infiltrate the primate supply primarily in cornfields, to wait for baboon troops on packed into wooden traveling crates and may be either 
network. We uncovered evidence of wild baboons the move. Once caught, the wild baboon may then taken to the Kilimanjaro airport or driven the 10-hour 
being kept in shocking conditions prior to their have to wait many traumatic hours before being journey by road to the capital, Dar es Salaam. Put into 
export to laboratories around the world, revealing the released. However, once this happens their nightmare the cargo holds of commercial airlines, the animals are 


British Activists Investigate Illegal 


appalling treatment inflicted on these highly sensi- has only just begun. One trapper told us how he 
tive and sociable animals. Sold for as little as $12 each secures any caught baboons with a piece of rope and 



by the trappers, these primates are then 
dealt to the international research in- 
dustry for up to $1,200 per baboon. 

Tanzania is East Africa's largest 
country. It has rich and varied 
ecosystems and is a country of 
great natural wealth and 
spectacular beauty. Mount 
Kilimanjaro, Africa's high- 
est mountain, is among 
Tanzania's most popular at- 
tractions. It is also well 
known for its extensive 
flora and fauna and is home 
to more than 4,000,000 wild 
animals, including many 
nonhuman primates, over 
60,000 insect species, more 
than 1,000 bird species and a 
host of plants. 

Baboons are indigenous to Af- 
rica and consist of five subspecies: 
olive baboon ( Papio anubis ), Chacma 
baboon ( Papio ursinus), Hamadryas ba 


ties them to a tree. The dealer then comes along 
to collect them. We do not know how long 
these animals may be left in this state. 
From the trapping sites, the baboons 
are moved to holding stations where 
they may be kept for a number of 
weeks. The first holding station vis- 
ited by our investigators was run 
by the Tanzania Wildlife Corpo- 
ration (TAWICO) who trades un- 
der the name Glitter Gems. The 
site contained a number of gang 
cages, many of which were bar- 
ren and rundown. One cage 
consisted of an entire baboon 
family — a large adult male, a 
female with a suckling infant 
and a juvenile — all had been 
trapped in the wild. Olive baboons 
live in stable hierarchical groups. 
The adult males are fiercely protective 
toward females and offspring. Within 
the confines of his captivity, the male 
baboon was seen desperately trying to protect 


boon ( Papio hamadryas), yellow baboon ( Papio his family. Lost and bewildered, with the infant 


then shipped thousands of miles from their native 
home to primate dealers and laboratories around the 
world to await their fate. From information 
provided to our investigators, it would ap- 
pear that the main customers include the 
USA, Russia and Yugoslavia. 

All nonhuman primates are currently 
listed as either endangered or potentially 
endangered species under the Convention 
on International Trade in Endangered Spe- 
cies (CITES). Those primates threatened 
with extinction, such as gorillas and chim- 
panzees, are listed as Appendix I of CITES. 

Trade in Appendix I species is only authorized in 
exceptional circumstances. Appendix II listed species 
are not necessarily threatened with extinction in the 
immediate future, but may become so if trade is not 
strictly regulated. Baboons are listed as Appendix II. 

Baboons are currently favored by the research indus- 
try for use in xenotransplantation work which means 
that the demand for them is increasing. During the 
experiments, the baboons are subjected to major trans- 
plant surgery and given pig organs, either sewn into or 
outside the body, including organs from transgenic 
pigs containing human genes. In the UK, such experi- 
ments have been carried out by Imutran. The use of 
primates as experimental recipients of xenotransplants 



cynocephalus) and Guinea baboon ( Papio papio). Each clinging to her mother's body, the family stayed close has caused immense suffering. Published research has 
species lives in a particular part of Africa. Olive baboons together seeking comfort from each other. It was a shown that baboons have died or been killed as a result 


inhabit the semi-desert steppe, scrub, open grasslands, sickening and pitiful sight. 


of fatal blood clots, infection, heart attacks and hyper- 


savanna, woodlands and tropical rainforests of sub- 
Saharan Africa from Mali to northern Tanzania. 

Baboons are difficult to breed in commercial cap- 
tive breeding colonies. The only major supplier of 
captive bred baboons to date is the South West 
Foundation for Biomedical Research in Texas. More 
recently, the Medical Research Council (MRC) in 
South Africa has been attempting to set up its own 
colony. Therefore, the majority of baboons used in 
research are wild caught. Until spring 2000, most wild 
caught baboons were supplied to the international 
research industry by a company called Mann & Miller 
based in Kenya. In the US, baboons from Kenya have 
been imported by primate dealer Charles River and in 
the UK by Shamrock (GB) Ltd (subsequently closed in 
2000) and controversial contract testing laboratory, 


However, nothing could have prepared our investi- 
gators for the sights they saw when they entered the 
gates of the second holding station for Zainab Wild 
Market. On a dirty, rundown site, they found baboons 
kept in the most shocking conditions. In fact, the 
conditions are the worst ever seen during the years that 
the BUAV has been investigating the primate trade. 

These proud and powerful animals, who live in the 
wild in large, highly structured groups where social 
and physical contact is of great importance, were 
instead incarcerated individually in rows of small, dark 
wooden dilapidated crates, poorly constructed with 
bits of wood nailed together and broken wire. Some 
had wire floors. There was little evidence of any water 
or food. Some of the baboons were unable to even see 
each other let alone find comfort in the company of 


acute rejection of the transplanted organ. 

Please write letters asking for an immediate ban on 
the capture and export of baboons to The High Com- 
missioner, Tanzania High Commission, 43 Hertford 
Street, London Wl, England; The Director of Wildlife, 
Wildlife Division, POB 1994, Dar Es Salaam, Tanzania. 
Also please write asking for a ban on the importation of 
wild caught primates into South Africa and a halt to the 
plans to set up a baboon captive, breeding colony to 
Minister of Environmental Affairs (SA), Mr Valli Moosa, 
Private Bag X884, Pretoria 0001, South Africa. 

The BUAV has led the campaign to end the research 
primate trade. We will be doing all that we can to stop 
this suffering. Please help us put an end to the interna- 
tional trade in primates for research by contacting 
BAUV, 16a Crane Grove, London N78NN, England; 


Huntingdon Life Sciences, to be used in each other. Adult male baboons can weigh between (020) 7700-4888; info@bauv.org. 


xenotransplantation research (the introduction of 17-37 kilograms, yet forced to live in these cramped — British Union for the Abolition of Vivisection 


foriegn organs) on behalf of the pharmaceutical com- 
pany Imutran. During 1999, at least two US compa- 
nies received shipments of baboons from Tanzania: 

On March 23, Buckshire Corporation received a total 
of 30 olive baboons from Zainab Wild Market. The 
agent involved was an animal dealer from the Nether- 
lands. The baboons were flown by Egyptair. 

On December 13, the Southwest Foundation for 
Biomedical Research in Texas received a total of 40 
olive baboons from Paradise Exports. The baboons 
were flown by Ethiopian Airlines and took three days 
to reach their final destination. 

Prior to the investigation, little was known as to the 
exact location of the dealers' trapping sites and holding 
stations in Tanzania. Thus on arrival to the country, 
the BUAV had to carry out detective work during 
which they were met with suspicion and on occasions 
hostility, often finding themselves in potentially dan- 
gerous situations. Their perseverance, however, paid 
off and soon they were able to start unraveling the 
secret world of the Tanzanian primate dealers. 

The BUAV was able to locate and gain access to the 
premises of two companies in Arusha involved in the 
export of baboons. Our investigators also met with 
trappers and were given a demonstration as to how the 
trapping takes place. Bamboo constructed traps are set 
using bananas as bait to attract the baboons. A large 
boulder is tied to the top of the trap. When a baboon 
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Claremont Students 
Storm GE Ceremony 


Julia Butterfly examines Luna's newly placed braces. 
Axhainsaw took a deep and potentially fatal bite into an ancient redwood tree that has been saved 
from logging after activist Julia Butterfly Hill lived among its branches for two years. On Thanksgiving 
weekend it was discovered that a critical cut had been made into Luna by a large chainsaw. The 
perpetrator made one deep and precise cut that measured 32 inches deep and traveled 19 feet around 
the base, somewhat less than half the circumference of the tree. Judging from the precision of the cut 
and the fresh sawdust, the criminal action appears to have been committed by an experienced tree fallen 
Those responsible, if apprehended, could face felony vandalism charges. On November 29 a team of 
foresters, engineers and arborists placed braces to stabilize Luna for the coming winter storms. 

The giant redwood is located in southern Humboldt County, California. On December 10, 1997 Julia 
Butterfly Hill climbed into the tree to protect the magnificent redwood and to help make the world aware 
of the plight of the ancient forests. After 738 days she negotiated a deal to permanently protect Luna 
and a nearly three-acre buffer zone. 

The Circle of Life Foundation is asking that people notvisit Luna. The soil and hillside are being deeply 
eroded by too many visitors. 

For more information, contact the Circle of Life Foundation, (707) 923-9522, (707) 923-4619. 

s ✓ 

La Tigresa “Busts” Logging Crews 


A performance artist and poet who goes by the stage 
name of La Tigresa (a.k.a. Dona Nieto) is creatively 
protesting for the forests in Northern California. 

Upon discovering the atrocities in the woods she 
decided to intertwine bare breasts and erotic poetry, 
Goddess energy nonviolence. 

Since the beginning of October, La Tigresa has 
gone forth into the woods confronting logging crews 
with her small video affinity group. 

At one site she removed her shirt and walked up 
to a giant machine that was busy 
grabbing dead trees and piling 
them in a stack. It backed up and 
kept working. After a bit it came 
back, and Tigresa waved and 
smiled to the driver. He shook his 
head, turned off the massive di- 
nosaur and climbed down mut- 
tering biblical quotes. He walked 
off the site and sat in his pickup 
truck shaking his head. La Tigresa 
followed him and started to re- 
cite her poetry, "I am the Earth, I 
am the Goddess..." He turned up 
the Christian radio station. 

La Tigresa hasn't stopped. She 
hounded the three other logging 
crews working in the area for the 
next three weeks with what she 
calls "Art Attacks" or "Nude, Bud- 
dhist, Guerrilla Poetry," or the 
now popular "Striptease to Save 
the Trees." 

She moved on to Kaiser Gulch, a 
pristine watershed presently oc- 
cupied by treesitters. 

On November 28 La Tigresa pro- 
tested at the California Depart- 
ment of Forestry to a startled but 
chuckling audience. During a 
break in the 2nd review meeting 
regarding a Hawthorne Timber 
Harvest Plan she unzipped her 
blouse and began her poem. 
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"California Department of Forestry, I am here to 
bust you for not doing you duty... You should be 
protecting California's natural resources not kissing 
the timber industry's booty." 

So far she has not been busted. Cops have arrived 
several times, but she has disappeared into the woods 
without a trace. 

For more information, contact Environmentally 
Sound Promotions, (707) 923-4949; for video/stills 
contact HAVC (707) 925-0012; earthfilms.org/strip. 


An appreciated La Tigresa bares all for the forest. 


by Megan Thompson 

On November 17, Students for the Bernard Field 
Station (a group at the Claremont Colleges in Los 
Angeles County) mobilized a large group of sup- 
porters composed of students, faculty and other 
Claremont residents to take direct action against 
Keck Graduate Institute's plans to develop the Ber- 
nard Field Station. Keck Graduate Institute (KGI) is 
the first graduate school in the world dedicated 
solely to biotechnology. It became the seventh 
Claremont College with a $ 50-million special gift 
from the Keck Foundation. The corporate partners 
of KGI that made such a gift possible are Bayer, 
DuPont, Genetech and Monsanto. The most appall- 
ing aspect of this corrupt corporate involvement is 
that much of the KGI research will become the 
private property of these corporations. In addition, 
none of the professors at KGI are eligible for tenure, 
meaning that legitimate objections about the na- 
ture of the research (ethical concerns, for example) 
are far too easily silenced. 

KGI is currently in operation in downtown 
Claremont, California, but has plans to make a new 
home for itself at the Bernard Field Station (BFS) at 
the base of Mount Baldy. This biological field station 
consists of 86 acres of endangered coastal sage eco- 
system. It is also the sacred site of the pre-Columbian 
Tonga village, Torojoatngna. It is an invaluable edu- 
cational resource. Students and faculty at the 
Claremont Colleges have voted overwhelmingly 
against the development of BFS, and Claremont 
residents have also voiced strong objections. Despite 
this unified stand against KGI's plans, the college 
administration and the Claremont City Council have 
succumbed to the powerful influence of these corpo- 
rations and endorsed the development of BFS. 

In addition to Students for the Field Station, the 
community group Friends of the Field Station (FFS) has 
also been working to protect BFS. Unfortunately, after 
repeated frustrations, FFS made an out-of-court settle- 
ment with the colleges on November 15 to protect 40 
acres of BFS. Students for the Field Station and others 
who joined in the November 17 protest find this 
agreement unacceptable. Every acre of this sacred land 
needs to be protected from the insidious dominance of 
corporations; compromise is not an option. 

November 1 7 was the scheduled "inaugural celebra- 
tion" for KGI's development of BFS. More than 150 
concerned citizens gathered at Pomona College to 
rally, march and take action for BFS. After inspiration 
from the colleges' Activist Cheerleading Team, some 
street theater and a performance from the LA-based 
"Billionaires" (an activist musical group), the protest- 
ers marched with a three-person, 15-foot puppet of 
KGI president Hank Riggs, to the current site of KGI, 
where the inaugural ceremonies were to take place. 

The group was met by security, policemen and 
supporters of KGI who congregated outside the tent. 
Several students immediately crossed over the police 
line to block the only entrance to the tent and keep 
the event from commencing. Behind them the pup- 
pet (with six people under it) crossed over the rope 
and was held back by police. There was a temporary 
impasse until the impassioned throng of protesters 
took strength in their numbers and swarmed the 
police line. With the whole group seated between the 
KGI folks and their party, the inaugural celebration 
was successfully interrupted and the KGI faction was 
led to a building to hold their event privately. Protest- 
ers followed and stood chanting outside the building, 
with the KGI group watching and listening from 
windows on the second floor. When the protesters 
sensed that they had made their statement as loudly 
and clearly as possible, everyone held hands to form 
a large circle and conclude to be a successful protest 
with peace and a song. 

This action was a powerful first statement by a 
growing group that refuses to compromise some of Los 
Angeles' last open space to corporate biotechnology 
interests. Action will continue throughout the spring 
when the BFS issue will be on the Claremont city ballot, 
and onwards from there, until this sacred land is 
permanently protected. 

For more information, contact Abigail at 
abagailsinger@hotmail.com. 




Salmon can't be endangered, you can find them all over Chenoweth 


BY SOCKEYE 

As the first spark of the so-called "catastrophic" wildfires ignited in the 
northern Rockies this summer, elected officials in Montana and Idaho were all 

too eager to rally around these 
"disasters." The cries for salvage 
logging rang out, but many citi- 
zens and activists in the area 
were determined to not let the 
timber industry and its elected 
puppets manipulate the situa- 
tion to meet corporate needs. 
On September 17, Representa- 
tive Helen Chenoweth-Hage (R- 
ID) and Representative Rick Hill 
(R-MT) held a Congressional 
Field Hearing on "forest health" 
at the University of Montana in 
Missoula. The hearing was not 
open to public comment or tes- 
timony (or so they intended). 

As Helen, the wise-use pup- 
pet, was hatching up ways to 
turn a profit from the fires, the 
Salmon Souffle Society had 
something else in the oven. As 
the hearing was called to order 
and the rules and process were 
announced, everyone settled in 
to endure the usual lies from the usual suspects. Chenoweth began to drone 
on unaware of what lay in wait, but a few minutes into her testimony Randy 
Mark, a committed Northern Rockies forest activist, swiftly approached the 
panel, and his highly noxious pie met its target. The pie, a soupy mix of 
whipping cream and whipped salmon baked for hours at low heat, was 
overwhelmingly nauseating. The auditorium fell dead silent until one man 
called out, "You're the greatest threat to the forest, Helen." Randy was tackled 

Loggers Take Shot at Protection 

by Craig Axford 

It seems some loggers and several rural Utah coun- 
ties have finally taken an interest in protecting endan- 
gered species. Unfortunately, they forgot to include 
science in their arguments in favor of protecting 
vanishing wildlife. 

In early August, Utah'sjuab, Millard, Piute, Sanpete, 

Severe and Wayne counties joined a Montana for- 
ester and the Portland-based Independent Forest Pro- 
ductions Association in filing a 60-day notice of 
intent to sue, alleging both the US Fish and Wildlife 
Service and the Forest Service have failed to cut down 
enough trees to protect endangered species. The 
argument goes something like this. Wildfires kill 
wildlife, including endangered species. If you remove 
all the trees, there won't be any left to burn in a 
wildfire. Therefore, logging protects wildlife. It's 
simple: no forest, no forest fire. 

Patrick Connell, the Montana forester that joined 
in the suit, was quoted in Salt Lake's Deseret News 
explaining his problem with the lack of logging on 
our national forests this way, "When blow-up fire 
conditions like we are experiencing this year through- 
out the West can kill whole herds of elk, there is little 
chance for survival of other listed threatened or 
endangered species. The truth is that large wildfires 
kill wildlife. " Wow, whole herds of elk are going up in 
smoke. And the wise use people accuse environmen- 
talists of being alarmists! 

To prove their point, the plaintiffs point to the South 
Manti Timber Salvage Proj ect recently approved by the 
Manti-La Sal National Forest. This timber sale will 
remove between 21 and 27 million board feet of 
timber, most of it allegedly killed in a recent spruce 
beetle "epidemic." The problem, according to the 
plaintiffs, is that 21 to 27 million board feet only 
amounts to about 10 percent of what should be cut. It 
seems cutting down 210-270 million board feet would 
be much better for the herds of elk and other species 
that live in the forest. 

Unfortunately, the plaintiffs forgot one minor de- 
tail. It seems none of the six Utah counties or others 
involved in the planned lawsuit ever saw fit to take the 
time to express their concern for wildlife, endangered 


by various government henchmen and hauled out a back door. The hearinj. 
had to be recessed for an hour while Helen removed the particles of salmo* 
from her hair. The incredibly awful smell took hold of the auditorium for the 
remainder of the day. The pie carried a clear message: The process was fishy, 
the proposals stunk and she 
would have to face it. 

The authorities in Idaho and 
Montana did not appreciate 
Randy's actions as much as we 
did, and they are making him 
pay for it greatly. He was in jail 
in Missoula from September 
17 until November 9, held on 
two federal misdemeanor 
charges of assault on a public 
official. He accepted a plea bar- 
gain and plead guilty to pieing 
Helen, and his sentencing is 
set for February 6. He is cur- 
rently serving a 40-day sen- 
tence in Idaho for violating 
conditions imposed for block- 
ing a Forest Service road at a 
controversial timber sale ear- 
lier this year. 

His legal fees are costly, and 
we desperately need monetary 
help. Checks or cash can be 
mailed to Randall Mark Legal 
Defense Fund, POB 8452, Mos- 
cow, Idaho 83843. It also gets 
very lonely in jail, and Randy Mark would appreciate any mail sent to him. 
You can write him at PO 8068, Latah Co. Jail, Inmate, Moscow, Idaho 83843. 
The Salmon Souffle Society would also like it to be known that all ingredients 
included in the pie were liberated from a huge chain food store and that most 
canned salmon is factory farmed hatchery fish. 


... and Miss 

or otherwise, in comments to the Forest Service about 
the abysmally small amount of timber being removed 
from the Manti-La Sal National Forest. With all the 
whining about wildfires, dead wildlife and unem- 
ployed loggers, one would think that the plaintiffs 
could at least find the time to participate in the public 
commenting process on the timber sale. 

The truth, of course, is that logging increases the 
risk of the very wildfires the plaintiffs claim is taking 
out herds and threatening the continued existence 
of some of America's precious endangered wildlife. 
Take the South Manti Timber Salvage for example. 
According to the Forest Service, the number one 
purpose of that project is to "reduce the potential for 
large and intense wildfires across forested areas." Yet 
according to the minutes from a meeting held by the 
team planning the project, the fire specialist for the 
Forest Service concluded that the weather condi- 
tions that could lead to a fire within the project "did 
not even occur once" historically. The fire specialist 
went on to point out "that with lop and scatter 
treatment and heli units [helicopter logging] there 
will be an actual increase in fuels "post-harvest." In 
an already high fuel area, this treatment will not 
meet the purpose and need." 

Let's not forget that dead trees have been an inte- 
gral part of forest environments for millions of years. 
Logging roads, slash piles and clearcuts have not. 
Those filing this lawsuit conveniently forget the 
species that depend upon dead trees for their very 
survival. Flammulated owls and three-toed wood- 
peckers, both Forest Service sensitive species, use 
cavities in dead trees and, in the case of the wood- 
pecker, eat the dreaded spruce beetle so villainized by 
the Forest Service and logging industry. 

If the plaintiffs in this lawsuit were truly con- 
cerned about the impact of too little logging on 
endangered species, they would have taken the 
time to tell the Forest Service of their concerns prior 
to filing a lawsuit. Hopefully people will now real- 
ize that when it comes to frivolous and wasteful 
lawsuits, it's the wise use movement and not envi- 
ronmentalists, that take the cake. 

Craig Axford is the program director for the Utah 
Environmental Congress. 



A Bad Rap for Dittos 


Boise Cascade called the 
Dinosaur of the Logging Industry 

Rainforest Action Network (RAN) and the Na- 
tional Forest Protection Alliance activists floated a 
120- foot high inflatable dinosaur at Boise 
Cascade's headquarters in downtown Boise, 
Idaho, on October 24. With many of the largest 
retailers and homebuilders in the US pledging to 
phase out their use of old-growth forest products, 
"Boise Cascade is the dinosaur of the logging 
industry," explained RAN organizer Mike Brune. 
"However, the age of predatory logging is over. If 
Boise Cascade does not adapt to the emerging 
values in the new economy, it will not be able to 
survive in the modem marketplace." 




Ooh, ooh that smell! Is that dandruff on your shoulder? 
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Ramsey Gulch Defended 
for Five Months 

As of November, the treesit village in 
Rainsey Gulch near Santa Cruz, Califor- 
. nia, celebrated nearly five months of 
determined ecosystem protection. Us- 
ing five platforms located along a net- 
I work of 30 traverses, the efforts of Earth 
I First! Santa Cruz and the Canopy Action 
ave protected two acres of 
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Strange Allies in Maine 

Protesting abusive and unsafe work- 
ing conditions and mistreatment by 
the Maine Department of Labor, five 
activists from the Native Forest Net- 
work (NFN) and Earth First! barri- 
caded themselves inside the Maine 
Department of Labor Annex October 
2. These activists were supported on 
the outside by a rally of over 30 people 
including members of the Carpenters 
and Joiners Union, the Maine Rural 
Workers Coalition, the Maine 2nd 
Militia and the Maine Loggers Asso- 
ciation. Loggers from northern Maine 
sent a message of support. 

These- disparate groups came to- 
ther for this unusual protests be- 
use the Department of Labor is 
stematically ignoring workers at 
the expense of Maine's economy and 
working people and to the great ad- 
vantage of the multinational corpo- 
rations who abuse Maine's natural 
environment, working people and 
the migrant and seasonal workers 
that they recruit to the state. 

The office occupation was a con- 
tinuation of alliances formed last year 
in Maine's north woods. Recognizing 
that common enemies are best fought 
together, in 1999 forest workers ap- 
proached NFN to join their protest 
against Irving Paper Company, a pri- 
mary beneficiary of the bonded labor 
program and New England's largest 
private landowner. 

The protesters were eventually ar- 
I rested and charged with misde- 
[ meanor trespass and felony burglary, 
though nothing was missing 
the office. 
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| Twenty-three Arrested at 
Vandenberg Demo 

Twenty-three people were arrested 
for trespassing October 7 at 
| Vandenberg Air Force Base, in Cali- 
'>mia, during a protest against the 
lilitary use of weapons in space, 
andenberg was the target because 
of its role as a test launch site for the 
proposed J60-billion national mis- 
sile defense system. 

About 140 singing and chanting 
people gathered for several hours 
near the base's main gate, as about 
50 helmeted, baton-carrying mili- 
tary security forces stood shoulder- 
to-shoulder to prevent any unwanted 
access onto the base. After about two 
| hours of singing, several dozen par- 
ticipants linked hands and moved 
toward barricades blocking the base's 
main entrance. The protesters were 
quickly arrested. 
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by Josh Harper 

Hello again. I am writing this update 
(November 11) about my case to in- 
form everyone of new developments 
and to thank all those people who have 
helped me thus far. This is a very trying 
time for me, but it is made easier when 
I think that I am not alone. People from 
all over the world have written and sent 
donations. The Animal Liberation Front 
has shown support for me as well by 
breaking windows at a McDonald's and 
a Neiman Marcus in Long Island and 
Beverly Hills. All of this activity is in- 
spiring, but sadly it doesn't change the 
facts of this case. 

I am being charged with criminal 
contempt, a federal felony, for failure 
to appear before a grand jury. Criminal 
contempt carries no maximum sen- 
tence, so any amount of jail time is 
possible if I am convicted. This case is 
a first in our movement and will set a 
precedent that could be very harmful. 
The government is essentially saying, 
"Snitch on your friends or go to jail." 
Failure to cooperate with a grand jury 
is going to start costing people years of 
their lives. That is why we must fight 
this charge to the best of our ability. 

I have finally found counsel in this 
case, but I still need funds to pay for 
their assistance. We are working on 
making some support merchandise, 
but we need help setting up benefits 
elsewhere. Please contact us if you can 


do anything — a vegan bake sale, a 
show, anything at all. We also need to 
fight back on another front, and the 
ALF has certainly taken the lead. The 
prosecution in this case planned to 
have this grand jury be art end to the 
underground direct action movement 
by knocking out the above-ground sup- 
port structure. Craig RoSebraugh was 
targeted and had his home raided be- 
cause he speaks so eloquently on be- 
half of those with compassion and 
respect for the Earth. I have been tar- 
geted because of my video produc- 
tions and speaking tours, as well as my 
association with militant above- 
ground action groups. The government 
fears that people like Craig and I are 
increasing the level of direct action in 
this country simply by telling people 
that it occurs. I don't know how true 
that is, but I do know that it's difficult 
to argue with the success of direct 
action. In one night an Earth raper can 
be forever put out of business. With a 
few hundred dollars in equipment, 
animals can be freed from a lifetime of 
slavery at the hands of a vivisector. 
With long-term planning and secu- 
rity, a new movement could emerge to 
cast off the oppressive state and its 
industrial masters. If this charge of 
criminal contempt puts me away for 
the next few years, I at least hope that 
the grand jury doesn't reach its goal of 
crushing direct action. 

I see so many people fighting for a 


day when the Earth is wild again, and 
we live peacefully with each other 
and the animal nations. Right now it 
seems like such a far away dream, and 
I am at times frustrated when I think 
how impossible it all seems. But then 
1 am given hope when I remember our 
radical history) and all the wonderful 
things we have already accomplished. 
It remains to be seen whether or not 
we will be willing to do what is neces- 
sary to bring about the changes that 
are so desperately needed on this 
planet, but I, see; a spark of hope in 
every broken window, every torched 
police cajr and every mink running 
free as th g|||jfeart's desire. I cheer 
every time I hear that our movement 
has created a safe space for women, 
fed the hungry, or cast off one more 
boss. Let us increase the momentum. 
Thanks for your support. 

Please send donations (payable to Josh 
Harper Support Fund) to Josh Harper 
Support Fund, POB 45275, Seattle, WA 
98145; uevergivein@hotmail.com. 

Editor's note: On December 1 Josh and his 
attorney entered in a plea of "not guilty" to 
"criminal contempt" charges. His trial date 
has been set for January 3. 
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Justin Samuel Sentenced to Two Years 

After Agreeing to Plea and Testify 



by Rod Coronado 

In autumn of 1999, an animal 
liberationist accused of releasing 
thousands of mink from fur farms in 
Wisconsin and South Dakota was cap- 
tured in Belgium. Justin Samuel and 
co-accused Peter Young were indicted 
by a federal grand jury in Wisconsin 
in 1998 after being pulled over in 
October 1997 by a sheriff's deputy 
near Wisconsin fur farms. Inside their 
car police found break-in tools, ski 
masks and a list of fur farms. The car 
was impounded, but the two were 
released and went underground 
where Peter remains today. 

That Justin could be found, arrested 
and extradited from another country 
for opening cages of doomed wildlife 
speaks volumes about the US 
government's resolve to capture and 
imprison warriors of the Animal Lib- 
eration Front (ALF). Much pressure 
was placed on Justin to testify against 
Peter, and after nearly a year of un- 
pleasant imprisonment in county jails 
where he was denied a vegan diet, 
Justin struck a deal. 

In August, Justin Samuel signed a 
plea bargain and agreed to testify at a 
federal grand jury. At the plea hearing 
Justin not only incriminated himself, 
but also testified that Peter was the 
other ALF volunteer who helped re- 
lease 6,050 mink from four separate 
fur farms in 1997. Justin and his law- 
yers had hoped that such cooperation 
would win him an instant release, but 
reviews of his court transcripts reveal 
no such promise. 

Instead, what is said is that the 
prosecution and defense attorneys 


recognize that despite the agree- 
ment, the sentencing judge retains 
the legal right to punish Justin to 
the full extent of the law. On No- 
vember 3, a federal judge in the 
Western District of Wisconsin senjp 
tenced Justin to 24 months in fe<%\ 
oral prison, the maximum sentence 
allowable under the guidelines. 

Justin and his family were shocked 
by the decision to not show leniency 
and even the assistant US attorney 
prosecuting the case was embarrassed 
enough to apologize to Justin's lawyer. 
This case highlight's many reasons why 
activists accused of direct action should 
never testify against one another. 

Justin violated the first code of guer- 
rilla opposition to Earth and animal 
abuse by eco-warriors once captured: 
Never cooperate with the enemy. 
Equally important is the lesson once 
again painfully learned: The US gov- 
ernment is an immoral anti unethical 
oppressor who historically has bro- 
ken any and all promises tp further its 
own objectives. As direct action war- 
riors, our credo must remain that when 
asked to incriminate our comrades, 
we will never negotiate with govern- 
ment terrorists and hostage takers. 

Rather than direct vindictive en- 
ergy toward Justin, who made his 
decision under the pressure of im- 
prisonment and physical abuse, we 
must instead focus our attention on 
the need to strengthen the resiliency 
of our warriors so they can endure 
the intimidation faced oncecaptured. 

Justin, under the advice of his law- 
yer, had asked that his name be re- 
moved from political prisoner lists and 
that no mail from activists be sent to 


him in the hope that disassociation 
with political movements would im- 
prove his odds at sentencing. Far from 
doing that, Justin's decision cut him 
off from realizing the immense inter- 
national support our movements have 
for direct action prisoners. 

Instead of receiving large amounts 
of mail that improve one’s psychologi- 
cal strength and well-being, Justin faced 
his opponents alone and was able to be 
deceived by the US government's false 
promises. Ironically, even with the 
maximum sentence, with one year al- 
ready served in pre-trail imprisonment, 
a 24-month sentence means Justin will 
be eligible for halfway house release in 
just another six months. 

Unfortunately with Justin's coerced 
testimony, the government now has a 
stronger case against the still free Peter 
Young. The animal rights and radical 
environmental movement must now 
build a solid support network for the 
inevitable day when Peter an^^pthej 
ALF and ELF warriors are captured 
rather than waste precious time pun- 
ishing activists for their weakness and 
wrong decisions. 

It remains the obligation of every 
warrior in the ALF, ELF and EF! to be 
prepared to accept the consequences 
of one's actions and be ready to do 
time rather than compromise com- 
rades and the larger struggle with the 
inability to do so. A movement that 
engages in illegal direct action must 
ensure that its participants have to- 
tal support before, during and after 
their sacrifice for the Earth and her 
animal nations. Only then will coop- 
eration with our oppressors no longer 
be an option. 


wste* 
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In Springfield, Oregon, in the early morning hours 
of June 16, Jeffrey "Free" Luers and Craig "Critter" 
Marshall were stopped by police for a "routine traffic 
violation" while en route to a local treesit (the car 
they were driving had a headlight out). When police 
called in their licenses, the Eugene Police Depart- 
ment (EPD) ordered them held. They were then 
turned over to the Eugene police and booked on 
charges of Criminal Mischief and Arson. 

The next day, the Eugene police told the media 
that the two activists were suspected of an arson at 
a Eugene car dealership, resulting in $40,000 in 
damage. They claimed the arson occurred at the 
time of the arrest and, contradicting the Spring- 
field police, that the EPD had followed the sus- 
pects from the scene. 

On June 23, Free and Critter were indicted on 
nine felony counts and one misdemeanor. The 
charges were placed on them as "defendants acting 
together with others as yet unnamed, " opening the 
door to a continuous investigation against activists 
in Eugene. New charges were added, pertaining to 
an attempted arson at an oil company in the 
Whiteaker neighborhood — a scenario which would 
have threatened their own homes and all their 
closest friends. There are seri- 
ous suspicions about the mo- 
tives of the state, the lack of 
evidence, and the accompa- 
nying media campaign to con- 
vict them in advance. 

It has been a trying and emo- 
tional time in Eugene. Both 
pled "not guilty" to all charges. 

After a delay, both men's pre- 
trial arguments and jury selec- 
tion started November 14. 

Once the jury was selected, the 
trial ensued — only to have ev- 
erything thrown into disarray Critter in 

on November 20 when Free's defense attorney, Ken 
Morrow, suffered a fatal heart attack. The confusion 
following this unprecedented turn of events has led 
to motions of severance, mistrial and new plea 
bargains from the deputy district attorney prosecut- 
ing the case, Caren Tracy. 

Free's parents, in Eugene for the trial, scrambled to 
the courthouse with members of the Legal Defense 
Committee to figure out what was in store for the 
trial, which was a long way from closing. No one 


seemed to know quite what to do. There has never 
been a case of a lawyer dying during a trial in 
Oregon. Mark Spence, a court-appointed attorney, 
was assigned temporarily to help Free through the 
transition. He moved for a mistrial. Brian Barnes, 
Critter's lawyer, moved to sever the cases allowing 
Critter's case to continue with the same jury. The 
judge decided to hear oral ar- 
guments on November 21. 

How had the trial been going? 

The defense attorneys 
made several motions to sup- 
press evidence from the 
searches of a warehouse and 
the car driven by Critter and 
Free the night they were ar- 
rested. Objections were 
raised about a questionably 
obtained search warrant and 
items seized but not named 
on the warrant. Several cops 

testified. All the motions to Free in his natural 

suppress evidence were denied by the judge. 

The jury selection was a scary process that in- 
cluded the prosecutor arguing to keep prospective 
jurors who admitted prejudice against anar- 
chists and protests in general. Throughout 
the selection, Tracy kept emphasizing the 
need for people to be able to convict on 
circumstantial evidence and not just hard 
facts like eyewitnesses. Oregon State Law gives 
both forms of evidence the same weight. 

On November 17 one juror said she felt 
n intimidated by the defendants and was 
scared they may have seen her address. 
Most distressingly, she spoke about this to 
"five or six" of the other jurors. She was 
° dismissed and replaced with a female alter- 
nate. A juror was seen talking with a witness 
the wild for the prosecution during a break, and 
reports are that one male juror keeps going on 
about the politics involved locally and in the case. 
All of this is very scary. 

During the confusion the District Attorney's office 
offered Free and Critter new plea bargains. Free was 
offered 156 months in prison and years of proba- 
tion. In the deal Free would have to plead guilty to 
"conspiracy to commit arson" and "possession of a 
destructive device." Felony arson, which carries a 
mandatory sentence of seven and a half years, as 


well as the other charges, would be dropped. Free 
decided against the offer. Because of trial publicity 
due to his lawyer's death, he decided that a mistrial 
would be in his best interest. Free has accepted the 
services of defense attorney Bob McCrea, Morrow's 
law practice partner of 20 years (additional funds of 
$15,000 need to be raised). , 

After considering advice from his lawyer and 
friends, and talking with Free, Critter decided 
to accept his deal. Critter did not admit guilt 
but acknowledged that it was possible for the 
prosecutor to convict on the evidence. Critter 
was sentenced on November 22 to 66 months 
in prison with three years probation for the 
"conspiracy" charge as well as six months and 
two years probation for the "possession" charge. 
They are to run concurrently. It also appears 
that Critter will be eligible for a "boot camp" 
after 11 months. After completing this six- 
<-> month boot camp program Critter would be 
eligible for early release. His attorney noted 
habitat that Measure 1 1 — a state law setting manda- 
tory minimum sentences — forces people to make 
decisions they don't want to make. 

/" N 

A message from the Free and Critter 

Legal Defense Committee 

The friends and family of Free and Critter want to 
sincerely thank all of you for your interest in their 
case and for your many supportive actions. We are 
a community in the midst of a battle many of you 
have fought before. Many of you understand the 
loneliness of prison and the uncertainty of political 
trials. Some of you have experienced the stress, 
intense emotion and depletion of resources that 
occur when activists become targets of repression. 
Below are addresses where you may write to Free 
and Critter and give them the support they really 
need right now. Also, if you have the ability to help 
friends and family offset very expensive legal costs, 
please send money. If you can't send letters or 
money, please consider working on a campaign for 
political prisoners near you. Write to Jeffrey Luers 
(Free), #1306729, 101 W. 5th Street, Eugene, OR 
97401; Craig Marshall (Critter), POB 50263, Eu- 
gene, OR 97405. 

Organize a benefit and/or donate money for their 
legal defense, stamps and collect calls to OUR Credit 
Union, c/o Free and Critter Legal Defense Fund, 
POB 11922, Eugene, OR 97440. 



Venezuelan Natives Drop Pylons Again 

Indigenous people in Venezuela's remote Amazon re- 
gion knocked down seven electricity pylons on September 
14 in renewed protest against a high-voltage power line to 
Brazil being built through their ancestral homeland. 

Indigenous leaders said construction of the 470-mile 
link was mining their livelihood and affecting a fragile 
ecosystem across tracts of national parks and forests. 

It was the first such incident since five electricity 
towers were knocked down a year ago in a similar 
protest (see EF!J December-January 2000). The $ 400- 
million project to supply energy to northeastern Brazil 
and international gold mining companies in Venezuela 
was supposed to have been completed in December 
1998. The line runs through Canaima National Park, 
Venezuela's top tourist destination and home to Angel 
Falls, the world's tallest waterfall. Canaima was declared 
a World Heritage Site in 1994. About 24,000 indigenous 
people live in the area. 

Midwest Logging Equipment Attacked 

The Earth Liberation Front (ELF) inflicted severe dam- 
age to logging equipment in Martin County, Indiana, on 
October 18. This is the fifth major action committed by 
the ELF in Indiana this year. 

The communique stated, "Early on the morning of 
October 1 8, a small group of dedicated folks walked into 
the Martin State Forest determined to do whatever it 
took to stop the cutting of the trees on our public lands. 
In an effort to be fair and give our opposition time to 
reconsider their wicked deeds, several warnings had 
been spray painted earlier. They disregarded these well 
intentioned cautions and proceeded with the cut. We 
were forced to retaliate. Three skidders and one loader 


were as thoroughly damaged as we could manage without 
endangering the surrounding forest. Hoses were cut, sand 
poured into engines and gas tanks, seats and belts were 
slashed and appropriate messages were spray painted." 

The communique finished by stating, "Let all those who 
would profit from the destruction of our last wild places 
beware. We are everywhere and we are watching. This is a 
timber war.” 

- 

ELF Damages Housing Development 

In an effort to preserve fragile wetland habitat of the 
threatened blue heron, night heron and painted turtle in 
Long Island, New York, members of the Earth Liberation 
Front (ELF) smashed windows and spray painted the erected 
structures on a clear-cut development site. This is the ELF's 
third and strongest attack on the development and took 
place the night of November 11. Preceding this attack 
members of the ELF pulled up survey stakes, destroyed 
machinery associated with clearcutting and development 
and shattered windows. 

Urban sprawl has altered nearly 90 percent of Long 
Island's habitats, either by physically removing, paving 
or polluting them. Wildlife extinction rates are increasing 
exponentially, and urban sprawl helps to drive species 
from homes and send them in search of sustenance. The 
development site was once state-protected land. 

Midwest Animal Abusers Slammed 

On September 7, 14,000 mink were set free from Earl 
Drewelow & Sons Fur Farm in New Hampton, Iowa. 

This liberation was the largest of its kind since the 
Animal Liberation Front (ALF) began releasing mink, 
fox and other animals in the US. Previously, the 
largest number of animals released was 10,000 mink 
from Arritola Mink Farm in Mount Angel, Oregon in 


May 1997. 

"The war against the fur industry is far from over, as long 
as animals are kept in cages and killed for vanity luxury 
items," said ALF spokesperson David Barbarash. 

Two days later, the ALF struck again and liberated 
pigeons from a lab animal breeding facility in 
Glenwood, Iowa. All 215 pigeons were taken from 
Double T Farms. 

The pigeons were bred for a life of torture in animal 
experimentation labs. Sixty-three pigeons were loaded 
into a vehicle and driven to a wilderness area out of state, 
while the remaining 152 were dispersed immediately one 
half mile from the farm. 

Less than two weeks earlier, on August 28, activists 
struck Genesis Labs in Wellington, Colorado, rescuing 
1 79 birds. The animals were being used in experiments to 
test the toxicity of rat poison. 

Animal Testers' Cars Set on Fire 

Six workers' cars were set on fire on August 30 in the 
latest incident at the animal testing company Huntingdon 
Life Sciences (HLS). The cars were extensively damaged at 
the staff members' homes in Godmanchester, 
Cambridgeshire, England. 

The attack follows an incident in May when cars 
owned by four HLS workers were set on fire. No one 
has claimed responsibility for either attack. 

HLS has been the target of animal rights activists be- 
cause of its record of animal abuse. A documentary three 
years ago exposed technicians punching and screaming at 
dogs. The Home Office threatened to revoke HLS's license 
unless it complied with 16 recommendations to improve 
its operation. Since then the company has reversed its 
failing fortunes, and the campaign against it has become 
increasingly sophisticated. 
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Goodbye tc 

by MC Graziano 

Editor's note: On January 30 over 100,000 cubic 
meters of wastewater contaminated with cyanide and 
heavy metals such as copper, zinc and lead breached 
a dam in Baia Mare, a small industrial town in 
northwestern Romania, and flowed into tributaries of 
the Tisza River, the second largest river system in the 
region. The dam was built to contain wastewater from 
a facility that uses a cyanide-based solution to rinse 
out small concentrations of gold and other precious 
metals from mining waste. The company which owns 
the dam and the processing facility, Aural, is a joint 
venture between the Romanian government, the Aus- 
tralian-based mining company, Esmeralda Explora- 
tions, and a few small private investors. 

Last January, a gold mine in Romania was 
flooded, releasing deadly amounts of cyanide into 
the nearby rivers, killing them. We heard about it 
in small news articles — a tiny blip on the radar of 
our daily lives. I heard about this tragedy in one of 
my classes; since I am an environment major, I 
was one of the lucky few to hear of the passing of 
these rivers. I asked around, wondering what other 
people thought. No one I talked to had any opin- 
ion because they hadn't heard about the catastro- 
phe. In fact, the only person I talked to who knew 
of this was a Hungarian who worried that his 
mother might hear about it and grieve over the 
passing of a part of her childhood. It seemed that 
the only people who were truly upset were the 
people who lived there. They grieved the passing 
of the river that they called the Tisza, or Blonde 
River, because of its sandy bottom. Fittingly, they 
mourned it the way they would a drowning vic- 
tim, with candles, and the dropping of flower 
petals in the water. 

Whole ecosystems, endangered species and a 
plan for a protected area died with that river. A 
fishing culture passed with the poisoning of the 

Spiny Lobsters, Conservation Programs and Pissed-off Fishermen in the Galapagos 

them destroyed and the station staff threatened. 
The municipal library was also destroyed. The head 
of the national park offices on Isabela, along with 
two of the staff, was rescued by navy special forces 
and arrived in Santa Cruz in the early hours of 
November 17; the others arrived in the afternoon 
the same day. The house of the head of the park has 
also been vandalized, his family's belongings have 
been taken and his house totally wrecked. 

San Cristobal: Also on November 13, the offices of 
the Charles Darwin Research Station in San Cristobal 
were closed following blockades on the part of fisher- 
men, who also took over the installations of the park 
as well as the offices of the interpretation centre. The 
park and station offices remain closed. 

On November 14 groups of fishermen attempted to 
prevent tourists from landing at visitor sites on San 
Cristobal and Espanola. Due to action by the navy, 
they were not able to carry out their intentions, but 
during these confrontations tear gas was used and two 
fishermen were wounded. 

Santa Cruz: On November 13, due to threats, the 
activities of the Charles Darwin Research Station were 
disrupted. The national park and Charles Darwin 
Research Station offices were closed on November 14, 
with a police guard deployed at the main entrance. 

On November 15 the fishermen prevented tourists 
and local people from using the municipal dock, and 
fishermen in fast launches chased some tourist boats 
that left the harbour. 

The situation remained thus until November 16, 
when the offices were reopened following the Santa 
Cruz fishermen's acceptance of the increased quota 
and their removal of the blockade. 

A peaceful march, organized by the park to reject the 
vandalism carried out by fishermen on Isabela, was 
planned for November 17, but was suspended due to 
threats and a lack of guarantees for the physical secu- 
rity of the participants. 

For more information, contact Sea Shepherd 
International, POB 2616, Friday Harbor, WA 
98250; (360)370-5500; www.seashepherd.org; 
seashepherd@seashepherd.org. 
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by Paola Diaz 

Editor's Note: The Sea Shepherd patrol vessel Sirenian 
set sail for the Galapagos Islands off the coast of Ecuador 
on November 24 in response to the following plea. 

"To provide the knowledge and support to ensure the 
conservation of the environment and biodiversity of the 
archipelago of Galapagos, through scientific research and 
complementary actions. " 

— Mission Statement of the Charles Darwin Foundation 


Since 1996 the 
Charles Darwin Re- 
search Station has 
carried out detailed 
monitoring of the 
spiny lobster catch 
in the Galapagos 
and has been a 
member of the Par- 
ticipatory Man- 
agement Group 
(PMG) — consist- 
ing of representa- 
tives from the 
fishery, tourism 
and conservation 
sectors — since its 
creation in 1997. 

For the 2000 fish- 
ing season, with minimal data, PMG agreed on a 
quota of 50 tons of lobster, on the basis that the catch 
has fluctuated around this level for many years with- 
out putting the resource in danger, although on a 
number of occasions it was considered that lobster 
were being overexploited. Moreover it was agreed 
that catch-per-unit-effort (CPUE), calculated as the 
daily amount of lobster taken by a fisherman, would 
be reassessed during the fishing season to consider an 
increase in the quota. On that basis the fishery season 
was opened on September 1 and closed when it 
reached the 50 ton quota on October 31. 


Thus, whilst in 1999, 500 fishermen (including 
divers and crew) participated in the fishery and 54 tons 
of lobster were caught in four months, in 2000 the 
fishermen caught 54 tons in only two months. How- 
ever, in San Cristobal the fishery cooperative allowed 
new fishermen and boats to participate this year 
(including 486 divers), nearly double the number of 
fishermen from last year. When the quota was reached 
well before the determined date, it was obvious that 
the large increase in the number of fishermen enabled 
the quota to be reached in a much shorter time. 

The PMG met 
again on November 
7. After analyzingthe 
available data of the 
lobster fishery, they 
proposed an increase 
in the lobster quota. 
This was unaccept- 
able to the fishery 
sector, which re- 
jected any attempt 
at negotiation, their 
sole demand being 
to continue fishing 
until December 31, 
regardless of the 
amount taken. 

Following these 
events, the situation 
in the Galapagos be- 
came more volatile, with each of the three main 
inhabited islands experiencing different violent and 
confrontational incidents, as detailed below: 

Isabela: On November 13, the offices of the 
national park, the Charles Darwin Research Sta- 
tion and of SICGAL on Isabela were occupied by 
demonstrators, as was the tortoise breeding cen- 
tre, from which some baby tortoises were removed 
by the fishermen. In addition, the municipality 
buildings were occupied. 

Since then, the offices of the national park and the 
station have been vandalized and everything in 



Demonstration against violence in the Galapagos 


» the Tisza 

fish, which are thousands of times more sensi- 
tive to cyanide than humans. The irony here is 
that a part of our planet, the river, which has 
existed for thousands of years ended — and we 
barely noticed its passing. The end of an impor- 
tant part of an ecosystem and a culture’s his- 
tory should be marked with great heartache. 
When we casually accept the destruction of 
such an important part of nature, we demon- 
strate our callousness toward our own planet. 
This is the dangerous thinking which has al- 
ready led us to a world where species become 
extinct daily, our ozone layer frays, our rainforests 
disintegrate, our air is fouled and our water is 
poisoned. A reality where more and more crises 
threaten our planet every day. Last year, I decided, 
in my own small way, to mourn the death of the 
Tisza, and indirectly, the deaths of the other rivers 
and our Earth. A year has passed and still the river 
cannot reclaim its life. Many years will pass before 
the Tisza will be restored to its old glory. 

Eulogy to a River 

She was an angel and a devil; she gave life and 
took it. She flowed for thousands of years, sharing 
long moments of sweetness, raging in her power 
and sighing slowly against her shores, leaving her 
kisses on the pebbles. Her footsteps echoed tune- 
lessly through the hills, as she poured vibrantly, 
eagerly across valleys and down hills. She gave 
birth to the big, gentle fish that swam, flashing 
through her sand-gilded depths. The Blonde River 
slid past us, singing of history, hers, ours, and 
those of her children. She breathed life. Sleek 
otters danced in her waves, overlooked by stiff- 
necked proud birds, cattails in her marshes waved 
at the dragonflies sparkling in the air. Small things 
crept and swam quietly, carefully, all over her 
swift body, clinging to stones and skipping along 
her surface, living out their lives in her enduring 



The Tisza River in Romania — A monument, a piece of life, a gift 

womb. A delicate, dangerous woman, she watched 
lovers by her shores. She caught small children and 
grown men and women to her demanding bosom. 
She fed us. She carried us and killed us. She watched 
our stories of love, war, death and birth. She wit- 
nessed our best and our worst, and made no com- 
ment. She told many stories of her own, as she 
glided, sometimes roared, past her banks. She was 
terrible in her anger and beautiful in her love. She 
gave freely of her children, and watched us grow. 
She was a thing of beauty, a wild and free move- 
ment of life that graced the land as she danced past 
in her glory. 

She was a river. A monument, a piece of life, a 
gift. Now she sings no more — cyanide courses 
through her veins. Petals drift slowly down her stiff 
ripples, candles flicker sadly off of her sullen sur- 
face as mourners drop their grief into her glassy 
depths. Her waves splash in rigor mortis — her very 
cells dead. Her waters gleam white from the bellies 
of dead fish, and the last of Hungary's osprey cry 
with the pain of poisoning. Fisherman gasp hope- 
lessly as they watch their livelihood stretch out 
dead along the shores, weeping bitter salt tears for 
the dead golden-haired maiden who can no longer 
share her stories with them. 

For more information, contact the US European 
Environmental Foundation, 6723 48th Ave. SW, 
Seattle, WA 98136; Betsy@USEuroFoundation.org. 





Is Oil Thicker than Blood in Burma? 


by Dave Gilbert 

"We believe that Myanmar will be a 
better country in the future because of our 
investment today" 

— Unocal Corp. website, November 2000 

On September 7, in a California court 
room, Judge Ronald Lew cleared Unocal 
of human rights charges on the Yadana 
natural gas pipeline, one of America's 
biggest investments in Burma. Fifteen 
Burmese villagers had filed the charge 
after a massive amount of evidence sur- 


the gas field to the coast, then 63 kilo- 
meters across Burma to the Thai border. 
It provides the regime with an estimated 
$400 million annually, according to a 
report by the All Burma Students' Demo- 
cratic Front (ABSDF). 

The area where the pipeline passes 
through Burma belongs to the indig- 
enous Karen, who have been fighting 
a guerrilla war for a monumental 52 
years. To secure the area, there was a 
rapid militarization and a brutal cam- 
paign to wipe out all insurgents. After 
all, guerrilla war is bad for business. 


the gas resource development project." 

One of the major allegations against 
Unocal in the California court case was 
the use of forced labor on the pipeline. 
People who worked on the pipeline told 
Earth Rights International that the En- 
glishmen (a name the Karen use for 
white foreigners) were aware of what 
was going on. A 15-year-old girl inter- 
viewed by Earth Rights said: "I had to 
clear bushes and other things. While we 
were working, there were two English 
guys watching us. On the first two 
days the English came and gave us 


present in Burma whose activities have 
public recognition. In a more general 
manner, 1 believe that everything that 
serves to associate your group's name 
with practical activities aimed at better- 
ing the living conditions of the people 
of Burma, can only be favorable to the 
permanence of your investments." This 
letter is significant in highlighting the 
level of government complicity with 
the petrochemical industry's involve- 
ment in Burma. Perhaps the French for- 
eign minister should be reminded he 
isn't a PR consultant. It is also important 


faced showing Unocal complicity in 
forced labor, murder, theft and rape. If 
anything, this ruling shows who the US 
legal system is protecting. 

Unocal is not alone in owning 


This campaign involved the forced 
relocation of indigenous villages to 
isolate the guerrillas from food, intel- 
ligence, supplies and recruits. 

One of the most widespread abuses 


200 kyat (about $1.50) for a day. On 
the third day the soldiers came back 
again and said, 'Your work yesterday 
was not good enough.' We didn't see 
any English, and we didn't get paid." 


to note the suggestion to support NGOs 
working inside Burma. The Burmese de- 
mocracy movement has called on for- 
eign NGOs to stay out of Burma, as there 
is no freedom to work and NGO activity 



pipelines in Burma. France's 
TotalFina, Britain's Premier Oil and 
Malaysia's Petronas all have major 
investments in the Yadana and 
Yetagun projects. They are all work- 
ing with the military dictatorship 
and are complied in the use of 
force to secure the areas, and build 
the pipeline and related infrastruc- 
ture for the pipelines. They are also 
facing international protests and 
as a result have spent millions of 
dollars on public relations to white- 
wash and greenwash their image. 

What's the problem with 
investing in Burma? 

Burma is ruled by a totalitarian 
military dictatorship named the 
State Peace and Development 
Council (SPDC). The SPDC took 
power in 1 988, massacring an esti- 
mated 10,000 people who were 
peacefully protesting in a mass na- 
tionwide democracy uprising that over- 
threw dictator Ne Win. Elections took 


Karen villagers are thought to have migrated to Burma from near the Gobi Desert. 
connected to the pipeline is forced There is also evidence that TotalFina B 


will only end up colluding and 
profiting the SPDC. 

The protests 

Protests against the Yadana Pipe- 
line and petrochemical invest- 
ments in Burma have been taking 
place throughout the world. 

Direct action on the site has 
been extremely difficult due to 
the huge military presence in the 
region. The guerrilla group Karen 
National Union has been working 
to sabotage the pipeline. In Thai- 
land, local people have protested 
at the site, which cut through re- 
maining old-growth teak forest. 

Around the world, corporate 
meetings have been disrupted, and 
shareholders have joined protests 
accusing executives of human 
rights violations and environmen- 
tal destruction. Legal action has 
t. also been threatened against Pre- 
mier Oil in the UK. 

Burma's democratic government in 


place in 1990, around the time that oil 
multinationals were being attracted to 
the "undiscovered" oil field in the 


labor. Use of forced labor has been 
documented in connection to the pipe- 
line itself, as well as to a road and 


and Unocal gave money directly to the 
SPDC for their own security. Battalions 
around the pipeline were called "the 


exile, Aung San Suu Kyi and numerous 
organizations within the Burma democ- 
racy movement have clearly stated their 


Andaman Sea. Aung San Suu Kyi's party, 
the National League for Democracy, won 
a landslide 82 percent of the vote, but 
the SPDC refused to honor the result. 


railway line, which have been built to 
provide easy access to the pipeline. 
One of the forced laborers was inter- 
viewed for the ABSDF report. "I was 13 


Total battalions" by villagers because 
their primary aim was protection of the 
pipeline from ethnic insurgents. 

An interview with a deserter from the 


opposition to any foreign investment 
and have asked Unocal, TotalFina, Pre- 
mier and other corporations to leave. 
The International Labor Organization 


The SPDC is responsible for mass crimes 
against the people of Burma and makes 
much of its money through heroin pro- 
duction. Many ethnic groups and stu- 
dents in the border areas are fighting a 
guerrilla war to overthrow the dictator- 
ship. In Burma, any student unions and 
trade unions engaged in political orga- 
nizing are declared illegal and are sub- 
ject to harsh prison sentences. The SPDC 
rule by force. To stay in power it needs a 
huge military. Foreign investment has 
provided the SPDC with revenue for 
arms enabling it to further expand its 
500,000 person military. 

"Destructive Engagement," a report 
by Earth Rights, notes that, "since 1988, 
the oil and gas sector has provided by far 
the largest amount of foreign direct in- 
vestment for the military regime." It is 
also the least accountable sector. Debbie 
Stothard of the organization Alternative 
ASEAN Network for Burma notes that 
forced labor, forced relocation and mili- 
tary terrorism, as well as rape, execution 
and confiscation of property are typical 
practices for clearing an area to lay down 
a pipeline 

The Yadana Pipeline 

The Yadana Pipeline is the largest in- 
vestment in Burma. It is a partnership 
between Unocal, TotalFina and the 
Petrolium Authority of Thailand (PTTO). 
The pipeline runs 346 kilometers from 


years old when I went to work at the 
42-mile labor camp. The village [offi- 
cials] knew my age, but they did not 
say anything. Among the 15 laborers 
from my village, five were my friends 
and were as young as me." 

Corporate hypocrisy, denial 
and public relations 

Quoted in the ABSDF report "Terror in 
the South," Unocal President John Imle 
blamed opponents of the pipeline for 
the military's transgressions in the re- 
gion. "Let's be reasonable about this," 
he told a group of human rights activ- 
ists. "What I'm saying is that if you 
threaten the pipeline, there's going to be 
more military. If forced labor goes hand- 
in glove with the military, yes, there will 
be more forced labor." 

To add to Unocal's hypocrisy, the 
corporation continues to deny the forced 
relocation of villages to make way for 
the pipeline. In 1997, Unocal's webpage 
stated that "no villages in the vicinity of 
the pipeline route have been relocated 
for the benefit of this project. Unocal 
would oppose any such relocations." 
However, a half page advertisement 
placed in the Bangkok Post on April 17, 
1995, by the Electricity Generating Au- 
thority of Thailand stated that 
"Myanmar has recently cleared the way 
by relocating a total of 1 1 villages that 
would otherwise obstruct the passage of 


pipeline further solidifies evidence of is also planning to implement wide- 
Unocal and TotalFina's involvement in spread sanctions against Burma for the 
human rights abuses. He is from Battal- SPDC's use of forced labor. This will be 
ion No. 410, a Total battalion. "I did voted on during their meeting on No- 
everything during my period of service, vember 30. 

from press-ganging to guarding the It is sad that as usual, profits are corn- 
forced laborers on the site, as well as ing before people. Corporations that 
actually guarding the pipeline. We of- play a significant role propping up the 
ten carried boxes of ammunition and SPDC aren't listening to the majority of 
baskets of grenades in Total's helicop- peoples. Once there is democracy in 
ters; one simply had to ask and they Burma, which is inevitable, the world 
would send us a chopper." He then will be forced to look at the blood on the 
enumerated the Burmese Army's stan- petrochemical industries hands, 
dard practices around the pipeline site, For more information, contact All 
sometimes under the eye of foreign em- Burma Students' Democratic Front, POB 
ployees: mass arrests, seizure of prop- 42, Hua Mark PO, Bangkok, 10243, 
erty, displacement of population and Thailand; caroline@kscl5.th.com. 
destruction of villages. 

In April 2000, TotalFina executives 
received a letter from the French foreign 
minister regarding the Yadana Pipeline. 

This was at a time when Premier Oil was 
facing criticism from activists as well as 
the British government, who in an un- 
precedented move requested that Pre- 
mier end its investment. The letter read, 

"In these circumstances, I think that 
your group should continue to practice 
a policy of frankness and should inten- 
sify yet more [TotalFina's] public rela- 
tions with regard to its activities in 
Burma. It would seem to me equally 
interesting, for example, that initiatives 
be taken by your group to support non- 
governmental organizations (NGOs) 
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Elaho Forest Defense: 


THE BATTLE CONTINUES 

by Moat Mouse 

Snow will soon come to the Elaho and the Squamish 
Valley. Mauled salmon carcasses spot the riverside as 
the grizzly bears put on winter fat and build dens inside 
millennial red cedars. So far this year, 31 people have 
been arrested. Fourteen others, arrested in 1999, were 
given the longest jail sentences for forest blockade 
actions in Canadian history. Winter has come, but the 
movement to defend the land will never cease until 
the animals are safe and the forests protected. 

The Elaho, in British Columbia, Canada, has become 
the focus of a determined campaign to protect not 
only frontline grizzly habitat and 1300-year-old Dou- 
glas fir giants, but the entire temperate rainforest 
ecosystem. The fight in BC is not just about frag- 
ments of trees, the struggle here is to protect living 
wilderness — big wilderness. 

The Elaho Valley is unceded Squamish and Lil'Wat 
territory. Ninety-seven percent of BC has never been 
ceded by the Natives to the government. No treaties 
have been signed, no bargains have been made. De- 
spite this the government continues to hand Native 
lands away to multinational logging 
companies to liquidate and trans- 
form into tree farms. The land and 
the trees are stolen, with no recog- 
nition of Native title to these lands. 

Each year the Annual Allowable 
Cut (AAC) is roughly 80 million cubic 
meters. In this hemisphere, the rate 
of deforestation of old growth in 
British Columbia is second only to 
Brazil. The forest industry is lobby- 
ing the provincial government to 
increase the cut to 100 million cubic 
meters of wood per year (note for 
Yanks— one cubic meter = 220 board 
feet; 100 million cubic meters is 22 
billion board feet). 

Through the abolition of the corpo- 
rate controlled land tenure system, 
the restoration of Native sovereignty 
and the institution of community 
controlled forestry, different mecha- 
nisms of a sustainable economy can tubing. Three ; 

be built, without communities being 
held hostage to a global order con- 
trolled by forestry multinationals. The Elaho is a 
place where people are taking a stand using about 
every tool in the box. We must defend the wild; an 
attack on part of the web of life is an attack on all and 
here there is a web of life still to defend. 

Direct action in the Elaho began in 1997. The first 
arrest for treesitting was in August 1999. Since that 
time, the struggle has been continuous. The Elaho 
has been called the most controversial environmen- 
tal campaign in Canada. Government and company 
tactics have included a six-week logger blockade of 
the road into the valley; the declaration of a "green 
free zone," meaning businesses in the town of 
Squamish would not serve people perceived as envi- 
ronmentalists; and the declaration of Operation 


Defend to protect "all of BC's working 
communities against the global eco-elite. " 

Other International Forest Products 
(Interfor) tactics included three separate 
mob attacks of nonviolent protesters by 
employees with the covert assistance of 
management and active police collusion. 

In each case, intense verbal threats and 
abuse were enforced with physical at- 
tacks. The infamous September 15, 1999 
melee (see EF.'J December/January 1999) 
saw over 80 Interfor employees assault nine nonvio- 
lent protesters, hospitalizing three and completely 
destroying the camp. Public reaction to this attack 
was so strong that the police were forced to actually 
lay five charges of assault. Those charges will be heard 
in Squamish court in December. 

This year the resistance began on May 15, as Betty 
Krawczyk, a 72-year-old great grandmother, and 
Suzanne Jackson blockaded Interfor's access road to 
the Elaho. This was Betty's second arrest, after single 
handedly blockading Interfor last year for three days. 
She is currently spending one year in jail. 




Big Brown" blockading Lava Creek bridge, July 26. Under the truck is a 30 ft. piece of one-inch metal 
tubing. Three prussik lines run through the tube then vertically up ISO' on both sides of the bridge, loop 

over branches and suspend two platforms occupied by two people each. 


On June 5, Herb climbed into the first tripod in the 
Elaho Valley. For one day, Herb remained strong 
in his defense of the land until the Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police (RCMP) brought in a big machine, 
threatening to take him down in a dangerous way. 
Herb is now being independently prosecuted for 
criminal contempt of court with Interfor as the 
prosecutor. The day after the arrest, an injunction 
making blockading Interfor operations a criminal 
act was dismissed when the Supreme Court judge 
declared that Interfor had "dirty hands" because 
of the attack last year. 

After the injunction was thrown out, the Elaho 
Wildcrafters Cooperative immediately began work- 
ing in the Upper Elaho Valley. Each morning a small 


Treesit Premier in the Sierra 


In the early hours of September 26 Yuba Nation erected the first ever treesit in ' <f" 
California's High Sierra at 6,500 feet. For seven days, suspended between two old- Jjfj 

growth sugar pines on property Sierra Pacific Industries claims to own, activists ^ 
perched atop the canopy of one of the few remaining islands of fragmented 
habitat left on the heavily impacted timber harvest plan. ? 

Citing the corporation with timber theft, bribery, polluting waterways, 
numerous Forest Practice Rules violations and endangering smaller timber ; 

operations and mill owners, Yuba Nation took action inside the controversial « 
Marsh Mill THP. Located north of Graniteville, California, where 2,685 acres are j 
slated to be aggressively cut, the threatened area is prime habitat for the northern 
goshawk, Pacific fisher, California red-legged frog, California spotted i 

owl and American marten. Virtually all old-growth dependent j 

mammals, raptors and amphibians are known to be suffering J 

population declines. B 

On day seven, local sheriffs were able to dismantle the sit. 

Allegedly, logging of the unit has been nullified until spring. . , 
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The upper Elaho Valley 

crew of dedicated wildcrafters and active hikers walked 
around the cutblocks collecting medicinal and edible 
plants. Because of their proximity to the Interfor 
fallers, the loggers couldn't work. After a couple of 
weeks, the loggers stopped showing up for work. 

On July 25, Interfor was awarded a new injunction 
by the court. That same morning four individuals 
climbed into two trees in the Upper Elaho. Their two 
treesits were connected together by three prussik lines 
going down to a truck blockading the Lava Creek 
Bridge below. For nine days they remained up the tree, 
even after the RCMP almost killed them by cutting the 
support lines holding the platforms. 
The four sitters, known as Artemis, 
now face five criminal charges each. 
Bud Mercer, the RCMP inspector who 
cut the support lines, was charged with 
four counts of aggravated assault after 
an independent criminal case was 
brought against him by one of the 
sitters. 

Captain Jaybird took to his perch 
August 26, 40 feet up a tripod. The 
^ blockade lasted the day — with the 
I RCMP driving an excavator into the 
1 tripod to shake up the Captain. A 
s police sweep of the area caught 17 
A people. Charges for 1 5 of the people 
| were thrown out and they are now 
S, suing for false arrest. One individual 
s was sent to jail until his trial for 
I breaking a release form he had 
signed last fall. 

f one-inch metal Tripod Todd was arrested October 

c the bridge, loop 23. Kudos to a hard-core crew who 
two people each, did not back down. Interfor has 24- 
hour security patrolling the roads in 
the valley. Unfortunately a security crew was able 
to dismantle road blockades and surprise the action 
while the tripod was still on the ground. Although 
the majority of the plan was abandoned, fiery, 
hooded wood elves came out of the dark and 
chased the bad security men into their truck and 
kept on the action. The elves whipped tarps over 
the windows of the truck, and with some banging 
and shaking, hooting and hollering, kept the rent- 
a-cops, nonviolently, in their place. 

Outside the scope of public civil disobedience orga- 
nized by the Friends of the Elaho, there are several 
other groups working above and underground. It is 
claimed that several hundred trees in theUpper Elaho 
were spiked in May by the Lorax. There have also 
been many unclaimed incidents of bridge spiking 
and serious machine damage. On November 30, The 
Monkey Wrench Gang claimed responsibility for 
crippling a huge generator with abrasives. Over the 
last year, monkeywrenching has cost Interfor over 
$1.5 million in equipment, security and legal costs. 

In the Elaho, there is continuing resistance to the 
capitalist model of industrial forestry that seeks to 
exploit forests, animals and people to make short 
term profits for corporate shareholders. The camp 
has been taken down this year, but next spring when 
the snow melts in the rainforest, people will be back 
and standing up for some of the last remaining 
wilderness. Over the winter, city actions will be 
happening in Vancouver and other communities in 
BC. The network of resistance is growing, as people 
and communities work to defend wilderness and 
native lands. 

For more information, contact Friends of the Elaho, 
1895 Commercial Drive, #17, Vancouver, BC V5N 
4A6; (604)255-4145; elaho@tao.ca, or Elaho EF! at 
earth_first@ziplip.com. 


photo courtesy of Friends of the Elaho 




Fire In The Eyes 



revolution & chemical weapons 


The Toxic Effects of Capitalism 


Living in a disconnected world of asphalt and money brings 
on a suffocating feeling in the chest. A burning chemical taste 
at the back of the throat. The ceaseless grind of the wheels of 
“progress” is a shot of pepper spray to the face. In the blind- 
ness, a fire in our eyes, we see quite clearly what has to 
crumble and change. 

In the following articles and pages, you’ll find discussion 
and information about resistance to pepper spray, tear gas, 
and other chemical agents. The main focus is how law en- 
forcement uses chemical weapons to stifle rebellion and crush 
dissent and what we can do about it. We try to cradle this 
particular issue in the larger picture of police-state repres- 
sion on the whole and money as its driving force. We also 
have tried to put social struggle in direct connection with 
fighting to protect the land. It goes hand in hand, in our eyes 
and hearts. 

Take a look at a law enforcement catalogue sometime, if 
you can get your hands on one. Hilarious, and quite frighten- 
ing, the insidious toys you’ll find in those pages. Restraint 
chairs, rubber bullets and bean-bags, paint-sprayers to later 
catch the painted people, all sorts of chemical pain-inflic- 
tors, telescoping ball-bearing batons, guns. Incidentally, you’ll 
also find interesting things like the spring-loaded “window 
breaker” tool, the handy seat belt cutter, and a chemical anti- 
dote to pepper spray. 


It makes sense and is to be expected that they’ve got all 
this, and more. And that they will use it, more and more. It 
will be a bit of an indication of how far we go in our struggle, 
the more we face in the streets and in the woods. With a 
range of tactics and tools available to us, from self-defense 
to civil suits, it’s important to be versatile and open-minded. 
It’s also important to step out of our comfort zones, remem- 
bering that in the US, people generally face little compared 
to many other less-televised frondines in unspoken countries. 

Along Louisiana’s industrial corridor between Baton Rouge 
and New Orleans, forty-one thousand residents are exposed 
to 3.5 million tons of toxic landfill. Every person in the US, 
roughly 250 million, is exposed to 2.6 billion pounds of pes- 
ticides each year. Americanism spreads over indigenous cul- 
ture more each day. The rare wolves of northern Greece are 
disappearing. Fish have started getting sunburns. Planes fly 
low over the woods and cover the forest landscape with her- 
bicides. The unseen, slow, media-ated murder is done by the 
three-piece suit, the profit-margin, the Dow Jones. 

We went one day and sat down, stood up, braved it and 
took it without flinching, ran, fought back, sang out, set up 
camp. We got fed up, we acted on the instinctual, and we got 
gassed and pepper-sprayed. Just like with the land, the plane 
flew over us and dropped its fine cancer mist. What they didn’t 
bargain for is that we laughed at the sky and got even angrier. 


IN AWOR.LD 
INCREASINGLY 
TOXIC 



WE ARE ALL 
IMMUNE 
DEFICIENT 


A Short and Sordid History of Fepper Spray 


PEACE SIGNS AND MOLOTOVS 


Dating back at least to ancient China, we can find the fiery lil’ red chili pepper’s stinging 
bite used not only as a zesty spice to a meal, but also as a weapon. The Chinese put ground 
cayenne in rice paper and flung it in the face of their opponents, and Japanese ninjas used 
ground pepper to disable opponents as well. During Japan’s Tukagawa Empire, police used 
the “metsubishi,” a box used to blow pepper into the eyes, as an instrument of political 
torture against the dispossessed. 

Chloroacetophenone (CN) gas, or tear gas, was first created in 1870 in Germany. Ironi- 
cally, during World War 1 , CN gas was used against the Germans. CS came out in the 1950s 
and was named for the two scientists that created it, Corson and Stoughton. 
Orthochlorobenzamalononitrile is the actual compound name. Like CN, CS is a white crys- 
talline powder that is heated and exploded as gas. The end of 1999 saw a modernized CN 
used by the Seattle Police during the epic WTO (World Trade Organization) protests. 

Today in the United States, chilis are processed, mixed with du Pont™ emulsifier, and 
sprayed at people of all sorts, but particularly folks that usually get the brunt of America’s 
police state: youth, people of color, those lacking capital, mental institution patients, elderly 
people in “homes,” and political dissidents. Basically, anyone who gets in the way of busi- 
ness as usual. 

Pain as a corporate/govemmental tool of repression is obviously not a new thing, but the 
chemical concoctions we find launched, sprayed, and swabbed on us today are dangerous 
not only for the painful pepper, but also for the distilling solutions, toxic additives, and 
propellants used. Little, if any, real research has been done on the long-term effects of chemical 
agents, and there is essentially no regulation. Like genetically engineered foods, toxic waste, 
and other abominable corporate state schemes, chemical weapons are an unknown and we, 
and the Earth, are the experiment. 

Pepper spray in particular stands out as the newest and least-researched of the bunch. Also 
known as oleoresin of capsicum (OC) spray, pepper spray was originally introduced in the 
US in the 1980s by the Postal Service as a dog repellent. It was also used on bears and other 
animals. The FBI endorsed it as an “official chemical agent” in 1987 but it wasn’t until 1991 
that more than 3,000 local law enforcement agencies added it to their arsenals. This surge of 
interest hinged on a widely circulated and influential study by FBI special agent Thomas 
Ward. As the FBI’s chief expert on OC, Ward peddled the painful stuff like he was in a state 
of police-state-hallelujah. 

On February 12, 1996, we find Thomas Ward pleading guilty to a single count felony for 
accepting a $57,500 “kickback” from the manufacturers of Cap-Stun brand pepper spray. 
The second-largest company in the growing pepper spray industry, Cap-Stun also happened 
to be owned by Ward’s very own wife, and, coincidentally, was the exact brand recom- 
mended by Ward as far back as the mid-’80s. Initially facing a $250,000 fine and five years in 
prison, Ward got off with two months in prison and three years probation. The FBI re- 
sponded to his conviction by proclaiming it would continue using Cap-Stun since 
it was “unaware of any basis for finding that pepper spray is not... safe and 
effective.” Ward’s corrupt study is still cited today as justification for 
use of OC. Yet in Ottawa, Ontario; Berkeley, California; 

, and Tucson, Arizona; police departments have cho- 

rj 
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From Humboldt County to Prague 

Discussions on pepper spray have thoroughly covered the chemical’s use on nonviolent activ- 
ists. However all facets of the pepper spray issue, and the broader issue of politically motivated 
state violence, need to be reflected on. The inspiring and violently combative protests in Prague at 
the World Bank/Intemational Monetary Fund meeting gave me much to think about. 

I found my way into activism through nonviolent civil disobedience and direct action with 
Earth First!. This was the most thought-provoking, rapidly-evolving time of my young teen- 
age years. The ancient redwoods of my Northern California bioregion demanded my all in 
their defense. I answered by trespass-hiking like crazy, tree-sitting and lock-down blockad- 
ing, pick-axing up the logging roads, and learning 
guitar and all the eco-folk songs I could get my hands 
on. At this time I also helped out on several Oregon 
public lands campaigns and gained a lot from the dif- 
ferences between California’s larger mass-organizing 
and the Do-It-Yourself, small-’n’-rowdy affinity group 
structure of Oregon. 

Our EF! group in California had a “nonviolence 
code,” along with a no-property-sabotage commit- 
ment. People who traveled to our area to help on the 
campaign were asked to respect local strategy and 
follow the nonviolence code. 

On a personal-choice level, I felt during this time 
both strategical and ethical about being nonviolent, 
because it was tangibly different and disarming to all the violence I saw around me in our 
world. I thought it was important to feel and acknowledge anger, but I explored expressing it 
in, for the most part, nonviolent ways. 

Let me say now that I don’t feel there is any way to be completely nonviolent or violent. 
Both are in us. We’re animals in a complex world, when it comes down to it. 

Back then I didn’t think property destruction was violent, but I felt it was threatening to a 
possible alliance with the workers and mainstream local people, and I was passionate about 
trying for that unity, especially because it seemed surprisingly attainable. 

With a couple friends, I started a regular practice of visiting the lumber company town 
nearby. On the same day each week, one of us often wearing an EF! shirt, we set up a table 
in front of the mill and the post office and we started listening. Seven months later I knew a 
lot more about the highly questionable nature of relating to everyone as a condescending 
career activist who exudes “I’m an expert in protest.” I found out there was actually sabotage 
going on in Humboldt County — not by EFJers, but carried out by the millworkers them- 
selves. A few workers quit their jobs during our time tabling there, and a couple spoke out 
for the salmon and the forest in a truly beautiful effort. 

Before I started tabling in this company town, I had been swabbed in my eyes with a Q-tip 
dipped in liquid pepper spray during a peaceful lock-down protest. That day of the action, I 
held rigid and tried to keep them from wrenching my head back, but I didn’t really try very 

continued inside 





History of Pepper Spray, cont..., 

sen to stop using pepper spray due to the controversy (and costly lawsuits) it 
brings with it. 

Pepper spray use continues to be debated, and the skepticism about this un- 
predictable weapon is growing. As we enter into the 21st century, chemical 
weapons are used more and more by the police, as yet another tool to protect 
corporate profit and the status quo. There have been an increasing number of 
pepper spray incidents at protests, often with nonviolent demonstrators being 
doused in the caustic chemical. In countless, outrageous circumstances, OC 
spray is often used in a discriminatory way on low-income people of color. 

Since the early ’90s, 100 people have died nationwide after being pepper- 
sprayed by police officers. Especially when restrained, people have suffocated or 
their hearts have stopped beating. In regard to long-term risk, the US Army has 
reported in internal documents that pepper gases and sprays are carcinogenic and 
mutagenic. Pepper spray incidents have also shown it to be fairly ineffective at 
subduing combative people, instead making the recipients more angry. 

On top of all this, OC falls through the cracks of FDA (Food and Drug Ad- 
ministration) regulation by not being a “food” or a “drug.” The US Consumer 
Product Safety Commission, which oversees household products like toys and 
toasters, requires pepper spray to carry the same kind of warning label used for 
all possibly hazardous products, but that’s the extent of its regulation. This 
required warning label ironically reads: “Warning: irritant, avoid contact with 
eyes.” For those who want to know what’s in these chemical agents, “material 
safety data sheets” can sometimes be obtained (this is where you’ll find things 
listed like Dupont emulsifier). 

However, OC is finally starting to be looked at with a critical eye and many 
groups are working to have it banned. Convicted FBI agent Ward’s promise 
was that it is “100% effective.” A recent Berkeley Police Review Commission 
study found OC to not only be a “serious” health risk, but also ineffective at 
stopping an attack 53%-63% of the time. This study led to Berkeley banning it. 

In May of this year, a pivotal Appeals Court Decision was won by activists 
sprayed and Q-tip-swabbed with pepper liquid while protesting the logging of 
ancient redwood trees. The win gets the activists another jury trial (the first 
was split 4-4) and holds the top officers personally liable. 

Additionally, and this is more important than any study or verdict, people are 
hanging together and staying strong despite ever-increasing police brutality. With 
civil rights suits, demonstrations, sneaky antics and sass, and through the act of 
community itself, we are nurturing self-survival and a healthy distrust of the cops. 
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“Many people say it 
is insane to resist the 
system, but actually, 
it is insane not to.” 

-Mu MIA 

Abu-Jamal 


Private Property 

(Dm)Out in the forest, there’s (C)no place left to 
(Dm )hide 

From road-building and clearcuts, Na(C)palm & 
herbi(Dm)cides 

Our watersheds are poisoned, and (C )still they 
broker (Dm )trees 

All in the name of(C)Private Property (Dm) 

Water (C )is not proper(Dm)ty-(Em)ee-eee 
(Am )And so we enter 

(Em )Pray in a circle and a (Am )stump is in the center 
(Em )We’re here to stop the (Am destruction in the 
forest 

(Em) We understand that we face (Am )violent 
( C)conse(Dm)quences(C-Dm , Dm-C-Dm) 

Out in the forest and in the city streets 
People behind badges have guns to keep the peace 
Servers, protectors, is what they’re supposed to be 
But the violence that they serve protects Private 
Property 

And those who have the money-ee-eee 
And proud they stand 

Their weapons given them by those who own the land 
Landlords, their masters, and when we cross the line 
Police no longer serve us if we do not move in time 

Some say the government is the place to make 
your claim (YUCK!) 

Sworn to represent us in Democracy ’s name 
But what happens when they’re bought out by 
those they oversee 

Bought out by the profits made on private property 
Jam: (Dm— C-Dm-Em) 

And so we enter 

Lock in a circle and a stump is in the center 
We 're here to stop the destruction in the forest 
Nonviolent warriors face violent consequences 

Police said, “Release, and you have ten seconds, 


TIME 

LINE 


A protestor being 
doused with pepper 
spray during an 
action in Eugene, 
Oregon, on June l, 
1997, to stop some 
illegal tree cutting. 
This man held up a 
“peace sign ” and 
was rewarded with 
7 cans of spray 
directly in his face 
and on his hands. 
The civil suits of a 
few of the protest- 
ors from June 1st 
will finally be in 
court in the early 
part of 2001. 


A video image, seen ’round the world, from 
the Headwaters Forest Q-tip pepper- 
swabbings. Activists ’ recent court victory 
sends them back to jury trial soon. 


And if you don ’t then you ’re gonna learn a lesson. ” 
The officer held her head between his knees 
And pepper-sprayed her in the name of peace 
On Private Property-ee-eee 
And she is strong 

She tells him calmly, ‘you know that this is wrong ’ 

He offers some water for her eyes 

She cannot trust him when his badge is just a lie 

And so we honor the brave who came before 
Those who brought the forest’s voice to the 
corporate door 

(Dm)And we retnember that po(C)lice 
brutali(Dm)ty 

Is (Dm )just another consequence of(C)Private 
(Dm)Property 

(Dm)Po(C)lice brutali(Dm)ty 

Is (Dm )just another consequence of (CJPrivate 

(Dm)Property 

(Dm )All of(C)this brutali(Dm)ty 

Is (Dm)just another consequence of (C)Private 

(Dm )Property 

(Dm )Po(C)lice brutali(Dm)ty — 

(Dm)5 worn to pro(C)tect Private 
Proper(Dm)ty(Dm w/index finger lifted) 

— Tofu 


Some Recent POLICE USE of 


July 1995: Fortuna, CA — 
Earth First! action against 
the California Department 
of Forestry (CDF) to pro- 
test clearcutting of 
redwoods. People get 
sprayed for blocking 
Fortuna police vehicles 
filled with arrestees. 


? Late 1996?: New En- 
gland — An office sit-in 
protest of the plutonium- 
powered space shuttle 
“Cassini” results in police 
overreacting and using OC. 


Sept. -Oct. 1997: Humboldt 
County, CA — The first 
known use of “Q-tip” cot- 
ton swabs to swab pepper 
spray directly into the eyes. 
The nonviolent activists 
were locked-down (immo- 
bilized with metal locking 
devices) to halt the logging 
of Headwaters forest. 


Nov. 25, 1997: Plymouth, 
MA — Anti-Thanksgiving 
march of Native Americans, 
including elders, pepper- 
sprayed by local police. 


May 16, 1998: Interna- 
tional day to Reclaim the 
Streets; at least 27 actions 
in 20 countries. Chemical 
weapons were deployed in 
many cities including 
Belfield, Germany, and 
Geneva, Switzerland. 


Oct. 10, 1998: Humboldt 
County, CA — Humboldt 
county sheriffs start pepper 
spraying again in two inci- 
dents at a blockade to the 
site of the recent murder of 
an activist named David 
Gypsy Chain. 


{AS IF 
TIME 
WAS 
LINEAR ) 


Sept. 1996: Humboldt June 1, 1997: Eugene, 
County, CA — A sheriff on OR — Protesters brutalized 
top of logging equipment and soaked in pepper spray 
beats and sprays an activ- while defending downtown 
ist sitting high in a tripod trees to be cut for a parking 
structure blocking a log- garage. Tear gas canisters 
ging road. were thrown at rioters and 

spectators. 


Nov. 19-25, 1997: Feb. 16, 1998: Burlington, 

Vancouver, BC, Canada — VT — At a protest against 
Protest against the Asian the looming war in Iraq, an 
Pacific Economic Coopera- activist crawled under a po- 
tion tear gassed and doused lice car filled with arrested 
much pepper spray. Dozens demonstrators and was 
beaten, arrested and strip- maced ar close range, 
searched. 


Sept. 11, 1998: Decatur, Dec. 20, 1998: Minneapolis, 
IL— - Day care center stu- MN — An urban land occu- 

dents and parents picking pation by Earth First land the 

their kids up from school American Indian Movement 
get sprayed by local po- to stop the building of a road 

lice. One officer said a through a native sacred site 
parent looked like a rob- gets evicted by over 600 of- 
bery suspect. ficers. Huge amounts of 

pepper spray and tear gas are 
deployed. 



PEACE SIGNS AND MOLOTOVS, cont..., 


hard to stop them, and so they seared my vision with 
OC. They put a substance in my eyes that I later 
learned, and intuitively felt that day, to be severely 
painful and damaging, carcinogenic, and mutagenic. 
I have much healing to do still. 

We were told to leave or be sprayed, but there 
was no way in hell I would just get up and walk out. 
At the moment of the swabbing, the action became 
something more because we had pushed them to 
this ludicrous act, showing what they were capable 
of. But did we want to subject ourselves to what 
they were capable of? Yes, I thought, for the slightly 
naive but nonetheless passionate idea that I would 
protect people in the future by trying to showing 
the cops that this wouldn’t work on people. 
That’s important. I also felt for my own per- 
sonal process of deepening commitment to 
revolution, I needed to feel pain and not run 
from it; to know if I could handle it outside 
my “comfort zone.” I thought it would be a 
good way to get through the fear. 

The media spectacle spun us dizzy. People 
were incredibly outraged. I feared the video 
of us getting pepper-sprayed became an ad- 
vertisement for the police, scaring people out 
of taking action themselves. 

Some of my questions were answered when I trav- 
eled to the Czech Republic and participated in the 
international protest there. 

As most know, European protest has a much dif- 
ferent feel than that of the States. Different fields of 
struggle shape peoples’ tactics. Being flexible to 
your environment has got to be a good thing and at 
the same time can be a bad thing, limiting our 
chances of real uprising and revolution. 

On September 26, in Prague’s Bohemian streets 
that were once the site of the “Velvet Revolution,” I 
had the distinct feeling that the day was decidedly 
not velvet, rather a course practical cloth, strength- 
ened by rips and repairs, and cloth that hopefully 
wouldn’t soak up too much pepper spray. 

The thick, raucous protest, clashing directly and 
intensely with cops and World Bank delegates, was 
good balance after my passive-resistance to the pep- 
per-swabbing in Humboldt. I was pushing through 
police lines with a group of folks right off the bat, 
something we don’t often attempt and aren’t easily 
able to do in the US. Not long into the day, the black 


ences on tactics! It could be like, though this will 
be a stretch for people who feel humans are more 
feeling than plants, picking an apple off a tree and 
eating it for survival. 

I felt much different in the riotous streets of 
Prague than I did that day I was sprayed in 
Humboldt. I also felt if I had not had the experi- 
ence of sitting there while they sprayed me, I might 
not be as strong as I am now. Lots of folks ran like 
chickens with their heads cut off that day, includ- 
ing me, but I knew from my base of work, as I’m 
sure many did, that I could deal with getting 
grabbed and hauled away to who knows where for 
who knows how long. 


In fact, I did end up getting grabbed the night of 
the first day. I was tackled and arrested but I man- 
aged to calmly walk away from the arrest. I headed 
into the shadowed mazes of Prague’s streets and 
met up with my affinity group soon after. 

So, when we’re talking about resistance to 
chemical weapons and police brutality, we have to 
talk about not only medical remedies and emotional 
preparation, but maybe the possibility that you, 
unlike me, will choose to avoid getting sprayed. 
People can learn self-defense or martial arts. If I’m 
walking down a dark street I want to defend my- 
self if I need to. 

People can throw tear gas canisters back at the 
cops, or at least away from the crowd. Remember 
to wear gloves — they’re burning hot! Getting on 
the upwind side of the situation is a good idea. 

Groups can form a tight pack and rush police 
lines (with or without sticks, helmets, padded suits, 
shin guards) to split their forces and intimidate 
them, and especially to get somewhere you need 
to go, like a conference center. 



Take the Cops to Court 


When I decided to do civil disobedience, the last thing on my mind was a 
civil lawsuit. While I am happy that the action was quite righteous and empow- 
ering, I wish I had put some thought into the potential for a lawsuit. Now, dont 
get me wrong, I have no delusion that lawsuits will “save the planet” or “smash 
the state.” Nor do I think that actions should be undertaken just for lawsuits. 
But large settlements might make the police think twice before they spray/beat 
you (or someone else) next time. 

I believe in revolution AND reform. While we are out in the streets protest- 
ing/rioting for our lives, I think it is important to think about what the result of 
the days actions will be and how we can “continue the action” by dragging the 
cops and their bosses through expensive legal battles. I am inspired by the 
story of a man beaten by the police in East St. Louis, Illinois. When he sued the 
city and won, he bankrupted them and was awarded city hall! Now that kind of 
ruling will bring about some radical reform. 

So, next time you are preparing for a day in the streets, keep in mind a 
few things: 

• Do not wear porous clothing such as wool, cotton, or synthetic fleece. In- 
stead, wear disposable clothing, preferably raingear. If you need to wear heavy 
clothing for protection, wear a poncho or plastic bag on top. 

• Do not tell the police that you think they are “just doing their jobs” and that 
you have nothing against them personally. Instead, attempt to convince the 
police that if they spray you, you WILL sue them, personally, and that they 
have alternatives to torturing you, such as talking to you, quitting their jobs, 
letting you stay until. Ask them if they enjoy torturing people. Clearly tell the 
officers that you do not wish to be sprayed, and if they spray you, you will 
not move/unlock anyway, so they should just save their chemical weapons 
for some other time. 

• Unfortunately getting sprayed with chemicals does not LOOK painful. Pho- 
tographs of people being sprayed look like they are being misted with houseplant 
sprayers. So, scream bloody murder every time you get sprayed or they hurt 
you in any way. Not only does it feels good to scream, but it looks better for the 
cameras and will help in any potential civil suit that follows. 

• Arrange to have lots of videographers and photographers on hand. Get audio 
too if possible. Make sure to get contact information for all of them, including 
the bystanders who record the event on their own. Collect the photos/videos 
and recordings as soon as possible after the action. 

• Get someone to keep the time and notes on what is happening when. Count 
the spray canisters used by which officer and attempt to retrieve one of the 
spent canisters (along with rubber and wooden bullets, etc.) for evidence later. 

• Get descriptions of all the officers and their badge numbers. Keep notes on 
their behavior along with the time. 

• Keep a good list of witnesses and their phone numbers. Get witnesses to write 
down their entire experience as soon as possible after the action/event. 



bloc was not only smashing windows as in Seattle, 
but wielding sticks as offensive and defensive tools 
to get at police, break through their lines, and also 
to guard against the heavy strikes of the police trun- 
cheons. It was amazing to see people feral and rag- 
ing, and even love-filled, depending on how you look 
at things. 

Greek anarchists, along with an eccentric and 
varied mix of folk from many different cultures, 
made an especially vibrant show with more flam- 
ing molotov cocktails than this girl’s ever seen. They 
scared and scorched the police. That was incredibly 
violent and wrong, said the media and government, 
but the police violence is state-sanctioned, so it’s 
okay. So much so that here in the States we have it 
in our heads that it’s an easier thing to accept cops 
hurting people than deal with each other’s differ- 


Militant, strategic nonviolent action, humor, and 
“tactical frivolity” all have a powerful place in our 
tactical toolbox, so does our instinct for self-de- 
fense. We need to win. We had better try harder, 
get along, and not play too many “more militant 
than thou” games. 

The sign of a healthy movement, and a healthy 
mind, is the ability to be open and to change, and 
like nearly everyone, I’ve done my share of chang- 
ing over the years. I’m nostalgic for my memories 
and what I’ve been through. But there are some 
actions I wouldn’t do again, and I blush at old re- 
cordings of my raw, wobbly singing. I need to have 
those tapes played back to me once in awhile. My 
past is a sometimes awkward but incredibly insight- 
ful friend that I can’t shake. My time working in 
defense of the land makes me who I am. 


ifv, 


HEMICAL WEAPONS on Activists 


May 17, 1999: Victoria, 
BC, Canada — Peaceful ac- 
tivists are pepper-sprayed 
outside at their home after 
a Reclaim the Streets party. 


June 18, 1999: Interna- 
tional day of protest against 
the globalization of capital; 
130 events in 41 countries. 
Large amounts of chemical 
weapons were deployed in 
many cities including 
Gujarat, Pakistan; Eugene, 
OR; and London. 


Oct. 22, 1999: Minneapolis, 
MN — Police pepper spray 
activists in a march for the 
national day of action against 
police brutality. 


April 16-17, 2000: Wash- 
ington, DC — International 
Monetary Fund (IMF)/ 
World Bank meeting gets 
disrupted by demonstra- 
tors, some are pepper 
sprayed. ■ 


Nov. 30, 1999: Seattle, 
WA— The World Trade Or- 
ganization meets and their 
talks crumble as nearly 
50,000 people take the 
streets. Huge use of chemi- 
cal agents and concussion 
grenades on everyone in 
the city, activists and resi- 
dents alike. 


June 18, 2000: Eugene, 
OR — Protesters brutalized 
and pepper-sprayed during 
historic re-enactment of 
police brutality on June 1 8, 
1999. , 


June 4-6, 2000: Windsor, 
Ontario, Canada — During 
an Organization of Ameri- 
can States meeting, the 
city council passed a tem- 
porary ordinance against 
wearing masks and hoods. 
People are pepper-sprayed 
after hanging a banner on 
a fence. 


July 31-Aug. 3, 2000: 
Philadelphia, PA — Tear 
gas and pepper spray are 
used on people protesting 
at the Republican National 
Convention. 


July 22-26, 2000: Minne- 
apolis, MN — Hundreds 
gather for a rowdy show of 
resistance to the Interna- 
tional Society of Animal 
Genetics conference. Tear 
gas and pepper spray were 
used on the crowd and 80 
people were arrested. 


Aug. 14-17, 2000: Los An- 
geles, C A — Rubber bullets 
and pepper spray are used 
at a protest concert during 
the Democratic National 
Convention. 


Sept. 26, 2000: Prague, 
Czech Republic: People 
from all over the world go 
to Prague for a riotous pro- 
test of The World Bank/ 
IMF meeting. Police use 
tear gas, pepper spray, wa- 
ter cannons and concussion 
bombs. , 


Soon, 2001 : Anytown, Any 
Country — Mace, Agent Or- 
ange, nerve gas, 
herbicides, pes- 
ticides, and 
pepper spray 
are used on 
your family at 
home around 
the dinner table. 


Sadly, there have been too 
many events where chemi- 
cals weapons are used on 
activists to fit on this 
timeline, plus countless 
more incidents unseen and 
unheard. Not only is this a 
growing list, but the list of 
pepper spray use during 
routine police activities is 
enormous. As of this writ- 
ing, no deaths have been 
caused by chemical weap- 
ons at protest actions, yet... 






Medicinal Antidotes from Dr. Chili 

How to Protect Yourself Against the Effects of Chemical Weapons 


The first thing to remember about exposure to these chemi- 
cal weapons is that it is not the worst thing that can happen 
to you. The police use them not so much as weapons of pain, 
but more as tools of distraction. 

Pepper spray, oleocapsicum (OC), is applied to crowds via 
spray or pump bottles, and may be directly applied to the 
eyes and other sensitive membranes of locked-down activ- 
ists. It is sold in various sizes from small, hand-held dispens- 
ers (like mace) to fire extinguisher-sized tanks. Since pepper 
spray is often sprayed at close distance, the police may try to 
physically remove your goggles/breathing protection, or spray 
between your face and your goggles/mask (which if your 
hands are locked down, makes a trap for chemicals). Pepper 
spray is hazardous to your health, sometimes fatal. 

Chemical weapons are skin and mucous membrane irri- 
tants and have their most powerful effect on the eyes, nose, 
mouth and breathing passages. Your eyes will tear, causing 
your vision to blur. Your eyelids may even spasm shut. Your 
nose may run and breathing will become difficult. You may 
cough, and your skin may have a burning sensation. Disori- 
entation, confusion and anger are common. 

The amount of discomfort from pepper spray depends on 
the dose you receive, your level of sensitivity, and the decon- 
tamination treatment you receive. Reaction to chemical ex- 
posure will be greater with the presence of skin conditions, 
such as acne or severe eczema, and breathing difficulties such 
as asthma. The long-term effects of pepper spray are well 
researched. 

Tear gas (CN & CS) is emitted from canisters which are 
fired into crowds. The propellants used can cause cancer and 
be mutagenic. One form of tear gas (CN) used during the WTO 
protests was 50% solvent/propellant. A commonly used sol- 
vent, methylene chloride, is a highly toxic chemical also used 
as a pesticide and paint stripper which can cause altered cen- 
tral nervous system function and endocrine disruption. A sig- 
nificant number of women gassed in Seattle experienced im- 
mediate onset of menstruation outside their normal cycles. 
Some reported irregularities lasting for months. At least one 
miscarriage was reported. This may be due to the methylene 
chloride or other substances used as propellants. 

The short-term effects of tear gas effects can last up to an 
hour, pepper spray up to two hours. You can then return to 
the action, assuming you take care of yourself in the mean- 
time and are adequately hydrated. 

AVOID RISK OF TEAR GAS AND PEPPER SPRAY if 
you are: asthmatic, have respiratory problems or infections, 
pregnant or attempting to get pregnant, ill, wearing contacts, 
a child, elderly or physically handicapped person or have a 
poor immune system, seizure disorders, sleep disorders or 
eye infections. Avoidance is not always possible, so come 
prepared to every action. If you know that chemicals are about 
to be deployed, put on protective gear and clothing, remove 
your contacts, and try to get away and upwind. An obvious 
clue that chemical weapons are about to be deployed is the 
police putting on their gas masks. 


ANTIDOTE RECIPES 

• Neutralizer #1 : Carry a bottle of solution made up 
from water with 5% Baking Soda. 

• Neutralizer #2: Carry a bottle of solution made up 
from water and sodium metabisulphate (sold as 
Campden tablets used in home brewing). 

• Superdeluxe Pregassing Antidote: Mix 8-10 eggs, 1 
cup water and a teaspoon of baking soda in a bowl. 

Beat mixture well. Keep refrigerated in small plastic 
bottles until a demonstration. Wipe the stuff on your 
face before a gassing occurs. 

For more information on Chemical 
Weapons and Police Brutality, 
contact: 

Bay Area Police Watch and The Ella Baker Center for 
Human Rights 

PMB 409, 1230 Market St., San Francisco, CA 94102 
(415) 951-4844, www.ellabakercenter.org 

Headwaters Forest Pepper Spray Civil Rights Suit 
c/o Trees Foundation, POB 2202, Redway, CA 95560 
(707) 923-4377, pepperspray@tao.ca 

June 1st Legal Defense Fund 
POB 11922, Eugene, OR 97440 


PREVENTION OF TEAR GAS AND PEPPER SPRAY 
EXPOSURE 

What to do beforehand: 

•Avoid contacting any detergents; they provide a link between 
the oily base of the chemical weapon and your skin, allowing 
the chemicals to dissolve. Anything acidic will cause a stron- 
ger reaction. Don’t use makeup, oil-based sunscreen or skin 
moisturizers. Do not wear Vaseline, toothpaste or mineral oil 
for protection! Use water- or alcohol-based sunscreen, cloth- 
ing that covers your skin, and a wide-brimmed hat. 

• Wash your scalp, hair and body in a non-scented castile 
soap (such as Dr. Bronners’) on the day of the action to rid 
your skin of oils and dead skin cells which help the chemi- 
cals bind to your skin. 

• Cover up as much as possible. Wearing an external layer of 
synthetic, water-repellent or non-absorbing materials cinched 
or sealed at the wrists, ankles, and neck can prevent the irri- 

If You Don’t 

RIOT 


Then You Can’t 



tant from reaching your skin. Waterproof gloves and hair 
covers (such as plastic bags, shower caps or a rain hat) are 
useful, as are windbreakers and light rain gear. If possible, 
wear protective clothes you can throw away once they’re 
soaked with chemicals. You can carry replacement clothes 
sealed in a bag. 

• Avoid fuzzy garments which can trap tear gas and pepper 
spray, such as wool and heavy cotton. Synthetic, petroleum- 
based fabrics that are not covered with rain gear act like a 
wick, slowly releasing the chemicals for days afterwards. 

• If you plan on wearing a gas mask, make sure it has shatter- 
resistant lenses and replaceable non-asbestos filters. An al- 
ternative to wearing a gas mask could be quality swimming 
goggles with shatterproof lenses and a respirator that covers 
the nose and mouth. It must have filters designed for paint 
stripper or hazardous gases. A bandanna wet with apple-ci- 
der vinegar over the nose and mouth helps, is cheap, and will 
be available if your gas mask gets stolen by the police. The 
solvents are oily and will slowly dissolve rubber and plastic, 
so your goggles will provide temporary protection, because 
the chemicals and eventually begin to irritate the skin be- 
neath. Bring a couple pairs if you plan to stay for a while. 
Do not wear contact lenses to an action. They can trap the 
chemical to your eyes and can lead to corneal damage. Once 
your eyes are tearing and the eyelids are spasming shut, it 
will be very difficult to remove them. 

GENERAL TREATMENT FOR TEAR GAS AND 
PEPPER SPRAY 

• Be cool! Stay calm and focused. When your body heats up 
(from running or panicking for example), the irritation will 
increase. Your pores will open allowing more absorption of 
the chemicals. 

• Make your way to a safe space with fresh air where medics 
or unexposed comrades can help you. 

• If tear gassed, face the wind, open your eyes, hold your 
arms out, and walk around to let fresh air decontaminate you. 
Take slow deep breaths of clean air. 

• Call out for help to get decontaminated. Don’t touch your 
eyes or your face, as you may recontaminate yourself. Blow 
your nose, spit out chemicals. Rinse mouth and lips and spit 


HOMEOPATHIC REMEDIES 

for exposure to chemical weapons, 
especially pepper spray: 

homeopathic pepper spray/chemical agents protection 
formula (for before and after exposure): 
allium cepa, cantharis, capsicum, causticum, euphrasia, 
ledum, hypericum, pulsatilla 

homeopathic remedy for pepper spray (post-exposure): 
200c arsenicum, 200c aconite, 30c apis, 30c cantharis, 
30c causticum, 30c belladonna, 12c ipecac, 30c 
euphrasia, 12c carbo veg, and “Rescue Remedy” 
(flower essences) 


with water. Lean forward so the chemicals fall directly on 
the ground, not back onto unexposed skin. 

• If there are medics at your action, they will have gloves, 
and can give your eyes a flush with water. The medic may 
also have whole milk or a liquid antacid solution (like Maalox) 
they might use instead of water. 

AFTERCARE 

• Drink lots of water! Hydrate! Hydrate! Hydrate! 

• Be aware that entering into an enclosed room or space with 
contaminated clothes, hair and skin will contaminate the 
room. A room with carpets or textiles or furniture may reek 
for weeks and prevent you from detoxifying. Seal the clothes 
in a plastic bag until you can launder them with nasty harsh 
non-organic detergent that can dissolve the chemical solvents. 
Remember your inaction to decontaminate could affect some- 
one who was not even at the action! 

• Decontaminate with a cold shower (keeps pores closed pre- 
venting chemical from entering skin and bloodstream). Later, 
a hot shower, followed by a thorough scrubbing with 1-2 
cups Epsom salts or sea salt (available from grocery or drug 
stores), which are then left on the skin for 10-15 minutes 
before a thorough follow-up wash, will help draw the toxins 
from your body. Wash your hair in strong powerful detergent 
shampoo (non of the eco-friendly stuff). Your can put the 
Epsom salts in bathwater if you prefer, and add 1 cup of Ben- 
tonite clay. 

• 2-4 charcoal tablets will help kidneys filter the chemical 
from your blood stream. 

• 4 drops of “Rescue Remedy” flower essence in 1 cup of 
water will help your emotional, physical and spiritual body. 

• Another quick antidote is “Emergen-C” or other electrolyte 
mix high in Potassium. Bananas are also high in potassium. 
Miso soup is good for energy boosting, cellular nourishment 
and balancing electrolytes, add a seaweed like kelp. (Never 
boil miso!) Wheat grass juice or tablets, chlorophyll, and 
carrot juice are helpful. 

• Drink copious quantities of nettle tea: 1/2 gallon/day. Nettle 
helps the replenishment of acetylcholinesterace which is essen- 
tial for nerve function and gets blocked by the chemicals. Add 
red clover (a blood-purifier), oatstraw (nervous system), lico- 
rice, coltsfoot, mullein or marshmallow for the lungs, dandelion 
and burdock root for the liver if you really want to do it up. 

• Your liver must work overtime to filter out the toxins from 
chemical weapons exposure. Milk Thistle seeds ( Silybum 
marianum) helps the liver regenerate new cells. You can grind 
the seeds & sprinkle on your food, or take in a vegetable 
glycerin extract or powdered in capsules. Use milk thistle 
for at least 3 months after exposure. 

• Avoid alcohol, cigarettes, caffeine and fried or high fat foods 
for at least two weeks while detoxing after exposure. Increase 
your intake of bitter foods (dandelion leaves, mizuna, grape- 
fruit) and dark green leafy vegetables (kale, chard, spinach). 
Eat whole grains and root vegetables (potatoes, beets, ruta- 
bagas, turnips, artichokes). Your body needs plenty of potas- 
sium, magnesium and zinc following exposure. 

• Stress and grief from an action can get stuck in your body. 
This can show up as frayed nerves, disturbed sleep, nightmares, 
anxiety, fear or depression. It can also trigger underlying stress 
from past events. Support your nervous system with hot oatmeal 
breakfasts, lavender flower or essential oil and oatmeal baths, 
or take internally an herbal formula of skullcap, oatstraw, hops, 
vervain, borage and California poppy. 

• Hard exercise (break into a good sweat), long walks, 
hotsprings (hot-cold hydrotherapy is very beneficial), saunas, 
Swedish massage, yoga, meditation and debriefing/talking with 
your affinity group or friends will also be very helpful. 

For more information, references for practitioners in your 
area, and information about trainings, please contact the 
MASHH Clinic Collective (Medicine for Activists Seeking 
Health and Healing), POB 80793, Portland, OR 97280; 
mashh@wildrockies.org. 

Other contacts include: the Black Cross Health Care Col- 
lective, POB 11303, Portland, OR 97211; blackcrosspdx@ 
hotmail.com; and the Colorado Street Medics at 
mchr@rescueteam.com. 






Coal Sludge Spill Poisons 
Appalachian Watershed 



environmental catastrophe... It is not an overstatement to say that every living 

thing in the two smaller creeks is now dead." 
— EYEWITNESS DAVE . COOPER, POSTED AT WWW.APPALSHOP.ORG 


by Lynda Ann Ewen 

On a rainy day in the spring of 
1972 an impoundment dam above 
Buffalo Creek in Logan County, West 
Virginia, burst — sending a murder- 
ous torrent of coal sludge down a 
hollow — wiping out communities, 
schools and churches and killing 127 
people. This was not ordinary water. 
It was mine waste — a sludge that 
skinned the bodies of the victims 
and filled their lungs with chemical 
pollutants. The officials, who had 
turned their eyes from the mounting 
evidence that the impoundment was 
unsafe, vowed "never again." In Oc- 
tober it happened again. A poorly 
constructed "pond" owned by a sub- 
sidiary of A.T. Massey dumped 250 
million gallons of highly toxic con- 
taminated coal waste into a West 
Virginia-Kentucky watershed. 

Think about it. A gallon of water 
weighs about eight pounds. Sludge is 
much heavier than water. If a gallon 
of sludge weighs approximately ten 
pounds, that's 2.5 billion pounds of 
poisonous liquid oozing into a wa- 
tershed, Most of us remember the 
national outrage when the Exxon 
tanker Valdez spilled 11-million gal- 
lons of oil off the Alaska shore in 
1989. This spill was 20 times the 
amount of the Valdez spill, and sludge 
is more toxic and more difficult to 
clean up. It has inundated 75 miles 
of streams, spreading poison and 
death to all wildlife and contaminat- 
ing the numerous commu- 
nities' drinking water. 

A bridge near a home on 
Coldwater Fork, normally 
eight or nine feet above the 
creek, is now about level 
with sludge that has spread 
out and filled in the flood- 
plain. People are asking 
what will happen if a large 
rain comes. 

The "clean-up" is wreak- 
ing its own havoc. Work is 
going on 24 hours a day 
using heavy equipment. A 
hog lagoon mixer/sprayer 
is being used to keep the 
sludge from settling out and 
to keep it flowing downstream. The 
stuff is so thick that pumping equip- 
ment is being damaged. Drive shafts 
worth thousands of dollars are shearing 
off. The heavy equipment being used 
has damaged sewer lines to septic tanks. 
Now septic systems are failing, and the 
oozing raw sewage is pooling on the 
sludge. The waste comes off loaders 
and oozes out of truck beds as it is 
being hauled away. 

It is easy to focus on the mess, or on 
the heavy metals in the sludge or the 
numbers of fish and fowl that have 
been killed. But I would rather examine 
something more difficult and actu- 
ally more sinister — the question of 
responsibility and accountability for 
the disaster. 

According to some major media 
investigations, the 600 slurry ponds 
in Appalachia are all disasters wait- 


ing to happen. 

The Daily Inde- 
pendent quoted 
Rick Eades, a 
Charleston 
hydrogeologist 
and former coal 
industry con- 
sultant as say- 
ing, "They're all 
timebombs. It's 
just a matter of 
do they come 
down in one 
year or 50 years 
or 500 years." 

Reporters 
also uncovered 
gross negli- 
gence on the 
part of both 
state and federal regulatory agencies 
in overseeing these huge deposits of 
mine waste. The regulations have either 
not been enforced, been laxly enforced 
or simply ignored. And it is not because 
regulators don't know the risk. These 
regulations were passed after the public 
pressure generated by the Buffalo Creek 
flood — supposedly to prevent future 
disasters. The Martin County Coal 
Company holding pond that gave 
way on October 11 had already had 
one previous spill in 1994. The com- 
pany was supposed to have fixed the 
problem, but according to Mining 
Safety and Health Administration 
records no one had checked to see if 
they had. 


What is going on? Is it a case of 
inept officials or an apathetic public? 
No. What emerges from a study of 
the situation is that responsibility 
lies with a political system so inter- 
twined with the world view and profit 
concerns of the industry it regulates 
that considerations of public safety and 
interest are completely overshadowed. 
Consider, for example, an editorial in 
the Coal Bell (July 1998), a publication 
of the coal industry titled "State Agen- 
cies Send Mixed Message in Land 
Use." Industry spokesperson Fred F. 
Holroyd writes in support of moun- 
tain top removal: "A new useful envi- 
ronment is created out of a worthless 
piece of dirt, good for absolutely noth- 
ing, save for snakes and scrub pines. It 
seems to me that if a property owners 
[sic] wants [sic] to flatten a useless 
mountain top he should not be pre- 


vent [sic] from doing so. If an envi- 
ronmentalist or state agency wants 
to preserve a mountain top they 
should buy it." 

In other words, those who are de- 
stroying our mountains and leaving 
behind large deposits of dangerous 
wastes have a distinctive standpoint. 
They see our mountains as merely a 
place to exploit, a place that has no 
worth other than to provide the 
quickest buck. If coal mining is done 
carefully and safely, then it costs 
more. The industry is driven by mar- 
ket demands. We cannot expect less. 
We assume it is government that 
looks out for the general good, but in 
West Virginia this is not the case. 
Massive infusions of money into the 
coffers of the politicians make al- 
most all of them beholden to big 
business interests. They are selling 
our birthright to the highest bidder. 

Yet the mountains are our home, 
and will always be our home. This is 
| where we hunt and hike. This is the 
sc place where our grandparents and 
| great grandparents birthed their ba- 
§ bies and blessed them in baptism. 
These ridges abloom in the spring and 
ablaze with color in fall make an awe- 
some statement about creation. Can 
we stand by and let them be destroyed? 

Folks in Kentucky are asking that 
people express their concerns to Ken- 
tucky Governor Paul Patton, 700 
Capitol Ave, Frankfort, KY 40601; 
(502) 564-2611; (502)564-2517 (fax); 
governor@mail. state. ky.us. 

1) Tell him to ask President Clinton 
to declare Martin County a Federal 
Disaster Area, and stipulate that all 
federal costs for the cleanup be billed 
to Martin County Coal. 

2) Express your concern about the 
other 600 coal slurry impoundments 
in Appalachia. 

3) Ask the Governor to inform the 
residents of the Coldwater Creek, Wolf 
Creek and Big Sandy watersheds ex- 
actly what is in the coal sludge and in 
what concentrations, and what the risks 
are for residents and cleanup workers. 

Lynda Ann Ewen, Ph.D., is a profes- 
sor of sociology and codirector of the 
Center for the Study of Ethnicity and 
Gender in Appalachia at Marshall Uni- 
versity in Huntington, West Virginia. 



"This is — was — Coldwater Creek in Martin County, Kentucky, 
IS days after the spill. Coal company goons blocked us from 
going further up the road. The toxic glop wasn't even moving 
at this point. Further up the hollow, apparently, the sludge is 
spread out up to 70 yards wide and up to 10 feet deep. ..The 
devastation is mindboggling ” 
— Vivian Stockman 
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US Bans New Mining in 
the San Francisco Peaks 

In mid-October federal authorities 
banned new mining for the next 20 
years on the San Francisco Peaks north 
of Flagstaff, Arizona, held sacred by 13 
Native tribes. The decision covers more 
than 74,000 acres, virtually all of the 
mountains, (the remains of an extinct 
volcano). At 12,643 feet, the peaks are 
the highest in Arizona and offer views 
to the North Rim of the Grand Can- 
yon, 80 miles away. A temporary ban 
on new mining had been in effect since 
1998. There are still several small sand- 
and-gravel operations in the area that 
are not effected by the ban. 

Grizz to Return to Bitter- 
root Mountains 

The US Fish and Wildlife Service an- 
nounced in November its intention to 
release five grizzly bears into the Bitter- 
root backcountry for each of five years 
beginning in 2002, and to give their 
management to a committee of citi- 
zens. Grizzlies were historically wide- 
spread in the Bitterroots, wandering 
back and forth across Idaho's Salmon 
River and over the millions of acres that 
are now called the Selway-Bitterroot 
and Frank Church-River of No Return 
wilderness areas. The last verified death 
of a grizzly bear in the Bitterroot Moun- 
tains was in 1932. The last tracks of a 
Bitterroot grizzly were seen in 1946. 

The announcement brought an im- 
mediate threat of legal action from 
Idaho Governor Dirk Kempthorne. "I 
oppose bringing these massive, flesh- 
eating carnivores into Idaho," the 
governor said. 

The Bitterroot reintroduction pro- 
gram also will classify the grizzlies as a 
"nonessential experimental popula- 
tion" — a less protective designation that 
includes a zero-tolerance policy if any 
stray onto the valley floor. 

The wilderness of central Idaho and 
southwestern Montana is the largest 
block of wild country in the Rocky 
Mountains. "It is worth a try", said 
Mike Bader, executive director of 
Missoula's Alliance for the Wild Rock- 
ies. "But it's worth a better try than the 
government is providing — one where 
grizzlies are given full protection un- 
der the Endangered Species Act and an 
even wider expanse of territory to roam. 
On the one hand, grizzlies really be- 
long there and have a rightful place in 
that ecosystem," he said. "On the other 
hand, this reintroduction will return 
grizzlies under circumstances that we 
feel are inadequate and that set a bad 
precedent for bear recovery overall." 
Bader also expressed concern about 
the citizen management committee, 
and whether its members will be true 
advocates of grizzly recovery. 

Teen Finds Antibiotics in 
Public Water 

A high school student discovered 
antibiotics in the Ohio River, as well as 
in the drinking water of her home 
town. Wheeling, West Virginia. While 
she was one of the first to look for these 
drugs in US water, their presence has 
been a fact of life in Europe for at least 
10 years. Some experts fear that even 
low levels of antibiotics in the water 
may help create superbugs that have 
evolved to withstand an antibiotic's 
lethal assault. Public health experts 
already have noted the rise of infec- 
tions that cannot be stopped with the 
usual arsenal of antibiotics. 

The highest levels of antibiotics were 
found near livestock or dairy farms. 
Animals are kept in crowded, dirty con- 
ditions, so farmers rely on antibiotics 
to keep diseases at bay and to fatten 
animals fot market. 
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David Brower contemplates the future of the Earth. 


by David Kupfer 

1 met Dave and Anne Brower in 1 978 and we've been 
good friends since. We shared time rafting on the 
Stanislaus River and at numerous events, as well as at 
their home in Berkeley. 1 loved the firebrand nature of 
their personalities — every visit with them was enlight- 
ening. Their worldview was so compelling and practical 
that it hardly seemed radical. And their energy and 
vitality transcended their years. 

Dave was a trend-setter, far ahead of his time in 
regards to the population, technological, ecological and 
institutional limits of the planet. 

Dave did not mellow with age. He remained radical, 
erudite and timely, impatient with the pace of change in 
the face of the impending, continuing ecological crisis. He 
remained angry and passionate through my final visit 
with him in October. He was a genius in his ability to 
catalyze, nurture, propagate and expand environmental 
conciousness. The number of people he awoke and in- 
spired, from those he led into the Sierras in the 1930s to 
those who read his final book — a children 's book, Reading 
the Earth: A Story of Wildness — is incalculable. He was 
the best teacher I ever had. Dave will live on as a 
permanent symbol for the movement. This final interview 
will give you a taste of his unique character. 

David Kupfer: Tell me of your first exposure 
to wilderness. 

David Brower: It was through the reading of 
John Muir. Muir told me about wilderness. He liked 
it. I liked the description of the country he was in, 
once he hit the Sierra. I liked the general idea about 
wilderness that Muir picked up from Thoreau. My 
first visit was very early — we didn't call it wilder- 
ness then, that was in 1918, along Highway 1-80, 
across the Sierra. There was a one-lane dirt road. No 
road kill, you couldn't go fast enough. 

DK: How has wilderness inspired you? 

DB: I generally am looking at wilderness to see 
what the world does when it is left to it's own 
natural devices. There is not much of the world that 
has been left to its own devices. We try to modify 
everything that we touch. I've treasured places not 
exploited by technology and wheels. 

DK: What is your thinking on the current state of 
backpacking and your prognosis for the future and 
wilderness preservation? 

DB: Grim, very grim. Unless we do something 
about growth, it won't matter. Unless we improve 
the number of people working to protect the envi- 
ronment. Unless we change what we are doing, 
change our way of life — we have only 30 years left. 
But Wall Street, the big investors, they just don't 
want to hear that. They continue doing what they 
are doing, calling for more economic growth, not 
realizing that economic growth as we know it is 
costing the Earth. 

DK: When will we pay the Earth back? 

DB: Unless we change our attitudes and make 
change possible, it will not happen. We have to 
make some changes. There are a lot of them, I 
probably won't get many done, but I keep trying. 
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David Brower on wilderness. 


Interview 


I am very anxious to save the national parks from 
the National Park Service. I am anxious to save the 
forests from the Forest Service. It would be nice if 
we had a Forest Service — instead we have a timber 
service. I have had that bias since 1938. The Forest 
Service has been very busy trying to build roads. 
I've been watching the Forest Service do very 
strange things. If you want to save wilderness you 
have to pay attention to what happens outside the 
wilderness as well as inside wilderness. 

DK: What should we do to improve the steward- 
ship of national lands in the US that are being used 
for recreation? 

DB: My bright idea is that we should take the 
BLM and rename it, give it a new mission, not as 
just a national lands service, but have it be 
concerned not only with public land but also 
about private land. People have to get the idea 
that it is not theirs. They may have title, but it's 
not fair — there are a number of generations down 
the line, we can't trash them now, we need to 
give them a break. What we need is an under- 
standing of what land is. I remember back in the 
book by Nancy Newhall and Ansel Adams, This 
is the American Earth, she wrote, that "we are a 
brief tenant." We owe it to the people who are 
not here yet, not to mention all the other spe- 
cies. Their genes are right here in our custody. 
We have a fairly big responsibility. It's too beau- 
tiful of a planet to screw up, and we're good at 
that. We know how to trash the place. We need 
a new conservationism. It's got to mean more 
than using resources at a slower rate. We've got 
to do something about restoration, hanging on 
to the things we cannot replace, and we have to 
restore nature as best we can. It takes quite a bit 
of confidence to try to restore nature. Nature 
knows what to do. At least we can get a start, 
instead of getting in the way. Conservation, 
preservation, restoration, restoration of our own 
human system. These are the challenges. 

DK: What is it about the magic of wilderness? 

DB: I go back to why I love that quote from Father 
Thomas Berry. He said put the Bible on the shelf for 
20 years and read the Earth. I've spent a great deal 
of time reading the Earth. Still at 88 [I am] still 
impressed with the structure. It is pretty damn 
amazing, its design and how it works its way through 
evolution. You begin to admire it, seeing every- 
thing that nature provides us. Nature knows how to 
get water from the ocean, make clouds, rain and 
snow, and brings us drinking water. 

DK: Let's talk about Hetch Hetchy. 

DB: One reason we have a National Park Service 
is that back at the turn of the century, [it came 
about] as a consequence of the efforts by the city of 
San Francisco to build a reservoir in Hetch Hetchy 
Valley in Yosemite National Park. John Muir very 
much opposed it. The Sierra Club initially had 
mixed feelings but finally, when it came to a vote, 
they opposed it. But it was too late... 

So O’Shawnessy Dam was built early in the 
1920s. I'd not exactly been there, but when I had 
my sixth birthday party we camped nearby where 
there was a little railroad built to bring supplies to 
the dam site. If I'd known then what they were up 
to, I would've derailed it. But I didn't know. I was 
only six. 

But it should not have been built in a national 
park. There was no need to do it. There were 
other sites. 

DK: Tell me of the campaign to remove Glen 
Canyon Dam. 

DB: The biggest mistake I ever made in my life 
was when I didn't keep up the battle when I could 
have, so we got a dam at Glen Canyon. We had 
enough people, enough person power. 

I got the Echo Park Dam removed from the 
Colorado River Project. I was [then] told by the 
board that the Sierra Club would withdraw oppo- 
sition to the Glen Canyon Project. I was opposed 
to the whole thing because it was bad engineering, 


and the Future 

bad hydrology, bad conservation, bad energy, 
wasteful of water, all to build a big power plant to 
produce electricity. So, after the Sierra Club board 
dropped its opposition, since we happened to be 
the keystone of the Colorado River effort, the dam 
project went through easily. The dam was started, 
and then for the first time I saw the damage that 
I had done. When I saw the water start to rise in 
Glen Canyon and those incredible side canyons, 
I'd pretty much given up and regretted what was 
happening. In 1957 the dam started going higher 
and higher with more water — it was a major disas- 
ter. Then just four years ago I met Rich Ingersol, an 
MD in Salt Lake, and he told me about some new 
figures from the Department of Reclamation about 
how much water we were losing, about a million 
acre feet of water a year, which indicated that we 
are going to lose more as the reservoir filled. We're 
having enormous recreation pollution, and it won't 
be long before the reservoir is unfit to swim in 
because it has been so dumped in. It's caused all 
kinds of damage downstream to Grand Canyon... 

I got all excited again and decided that if the dam 
was losing this much water from a river that doesn't 
have any water to waste, is polluting badly and is in 
danger of a fracture, they could get the power from 
other sources. If Lake Powell were full and [the dam] 
fractured, it'd probably empty Lake Mead too. So 
one of my arguments is drain Lake Powell while you 
still can, under control. 

They should get the canyon back and develop a 
new relationship with the Indians living nearby. 
Develop it as a World Heritage Site so that the 
Navajo and the Hopi people can work as guides 
rather than servants to the people that come 
through the area. There are new numbers coming 
up about the weakness of the dam. There is the 
desperate need for that water in the Salton Sea, 
which is badly polluted. Mexico needs to be given 
a break so that they can have more water to make 
use of. There are all kinds of advantages, but there 
is also all kinds of opposition... The Bureau of 
Reclamation claimed they needed that water to 
store in case of dry weather. But they only need it 
once in a century! So,for that, they are losing 100- 
million-acre feet annually for a century; that is 
unacceptable, a very bad idea. 

DK: Your favorite thoughts about wilderness? 

DB: We can read the Earth. There are a lot of 
questions to be answered there. A lot of reading can 
be done in wilderness. Without wilderness, the 
world is a cage. 

DK: Any final words for the direct action commu- 
nity Dave? 

DB: Persevere. That's where it's at. 



"Without wilderness, the world is a cage." Yosemite National Park 


photo by Alicia Raven 





A Wilderness Defender Returns 

. 

“Next time you visit the Grand Canyon, thank David — — _ ^ . 

Brower. A guardian of the canyon in life, he’s still out T 4 ~ |^| A VT K| 


continued from page 1 

Philip Fradkin's 1968 elegiac A River 
No More mourned the dying Colorado. 
Indeed, the lower river, celebrated for 
its teeming diverse wetlands by Aldo 
Leopold in A Sand County Almanac, is 
today a dry salt flat, completely di- 
verted, no longer reaching the sea or 
sustaining the vital estuary. Yet, de- 
spite repeated assaults from dams and 
development, the Colorado remains 
throughout much of its length the 
most dramatic and beautiful of North 
American rivers. 

This beauty is undoubtedly what cap- 
tivated David Brower and held his in- 
terest for more than a half century. 
The Colorado River represented, per- 
haps more than any other issue he was 
involved in, David's transformation 
from a soft-spoken, athletic young 
World War II hero to the man who led 
a revolution in thought and attitudes 

toward nature that began to redefine 
post-industrial era values. He, more 
than any other figure in the late 20th 
century, led Americans to value the 
natural world beyond utilitarianism. 

David's own life paralleled the re- 
shaping of some of America's most 
spectacular western rivers into in- 
dustrial waterways and power supply 
systems. The first dam across the 
Colorado was erected by the new- 
born Bureau of Reclamation near the 
US-Mexico border in 1909. David's 
birth on July 1, 1912, coincided 
roughly with the dawn of the era of 
big dams and, ironically, with the 
growth of the bureau itself. 

If his college alma mater were the 
Colorado, David's nursery school was 
certainly the Tuolumne. When he was 
born, the "T" still flowed serenely 
through Yosemite National Park's 
Hetch Hetchy Valley. Just a few miles 
from the Browers' home in Berkeley, 
California, lived 76-year-old John Muir, 
the Sierra Club founder. "John of the 
Mountains" was already campaigning 
fiercely to stop the City of San Fran- 
cisco from damming the Hetch Hetchy 
for an unneeded water supply reser- 
voir. Too young at first to comprehend 
the debate that consumed and, some 
say, killed the elderly Muir and di- 
vided the young Sierra Club, David 
developed an aesthetic sensibility for 
nature's beauty that rivaled that of the 
old Scotsman. 

When the decision was made — at the 
urging of Muir's nemesis Gifford 
Pinchot — to build O'Shaughnessy Dam 
in 1913 and flood the Hetch Hetchy, 
David was scarcely more than a year 
old. Muir died on Christmas Eve that 
year, some say of a broken heart over 
his failure to keep the developers at bay 


and preserve the place he so eloquently 
described as "more holy a temple than 
was ever consecrated by man." 

As much as Muir in later years iden- 
tified with the Tuolumne and finally 
with the cause to save Hetch Hetchy, so 
did David's life become intertwined 
with the Colorado River and in the end 
with the campaign to restore Glen Can- 
yon, a series of cathedral-like canyons 
in the wild heart of the river that was 
dammed in 1963. Muir would have 
had some satisfaction in knowing that 
Pinchot's wise use maxim gave way to 
"Brower Power" in the 1960s. 

But it was not always a straight shot 
toward preservation for David. In 1 949, 
as an elected member of the Sierra 
Club's board of directors, David joined 
in casting a unanimous vote in sup- 
port of the Bridge Canyon Dam on the 
condition, articulated by then-Presi- 
dent Bestor Robinson, that the Bureau 
of Reclamation construct an elevator 

that would allow visitors to fish the 
tailwaters for planted trout. Such a far 
cry from what would become his sig- 
nature line only 16 years later: "Should 
we flood the Sistine Chapel so that 
tourists can get nearer the ceiling?" 
David's thinking evolved considerably 
over that time. 


In the Colorado River mud, Glen Canyon, 1963 

Then there was the matter of the 
compromise over Dinosaur. When in 
1952 David became the Club's first 
executive director, he was thrust di- 
rectly into the spotlight, the fight to 
prevent another dam in a majestic 
national park. When Echo Park and 
Split Mountain Dams were proposed, 
they threatened not only the Green 
River and Yampa River, they threat- 
ened all national parks. As surely John 
Muir himself would have done, David 
led the Sierra Club — united, this time — 
into action. Successfully. 

Under David's leadership, the pre- 
eminent public works agency of the 
western United States was brought to 
its knees — in the middle of the furious 
patriotic heat of the Cold War. But the 
victory at Dinosaur was tempered, ever 


so poignantly, by the Sierra Club's 
unnecessary offer of support for a dam 
downstream at Glen Canyon. A higher 
dam, in fact, than one proposed earlier 
by the Bureau of Reclamation. A dam 
in the soft Navajo sandstone, a forma- 
tion that the Bureau's own geologists 
in the 1920s declared unsafe. David 
spoke in favor of a high dam at Glen 
Canyon, a speech he came to regret. 
While his supporters urged him not to 
blame himself, he repeatedly reminded 
whomever would listfen that he could 
have done more to stop it. He argued 
that two of his most important lessons 
were learned at the University of the 
Colorado River: 1) Never trade away a 
place you don't know to save a place 
you care about. 2) Clean up your mess 
for future generations. 

These were some of the greatest con- 
tributions David made to environmen- 
tal strategy and thought in recent years . 
Avoid compromises that involve irre- 
trievable sacrifices. Stand firm, have 
the courage to subordinate pragma- 
tism to principle. Take responsibility 
and take action. There is no substitute 
for action, no excuse for inaction. 

On November 16, 1996, David sur- 
prised the world by bringing to the 
Sierra Club board of directors a reso- 
lution which passed unanimously, 
stating "The Sierra Club supports 
the draining of the reservoir behind 
Glen Canyon Dam." It was time for 
action to correct that mistake of the 
1950s. David launched a campaign 
that has only grown in appeal ever 
since. The largest restoration project 
in world history! 

David passed away on November 5, 

1 2000, not yet having seen the splendor 
of the Glen restored, but he did live 
long enough to found a movement 
that will endure and ensure that his 
vision will be realized. His call for 
"CPR" — conservation, preservation, 
restoration — is increasingly heard not 
only in this country but around the 
world. He was unafraid to take on 
causes that his colleagues considered 
lost. David Brower made idealism ac- 
ceptable to mainstream environmen- 
talists and.demonstrated this with his 
many achievements. The restoration 
of Glen Canyon and the Colorado will 
happen as it must and as testament to 
David's leadership and courage but 
only because he showed us the way 
and encouraged us to make our 
dreams — his dream — a reality. 

And such may one day be his epi- 
taph, writ large upon the face of the 
dam. That dam — Glen Canyon Dam: 

R.I.P. David Ross Brower, 1912-2000. 
He made the world a better place. 
We'll meet you at the next eddy down- 
stream, Dave. 




Gillnet Fishery Shut 
Down to Protect Otter 

The California Department of Fish 
and Game shut down the Monterey 
Bay set-gillnet fishery for hal ibut and 
angel shark on September 11, ban- 
ning gillnets in waters less than 60 
fathoms from Point Reyes to Yankee 
Point. As almost all gillnet fishing 
for halibut occurs in waters less than 
60 fathoms, the closure effectively 
bans gillnet fishing in most of the 
Monterey Bay National Marine Sanc- 
tuary. Commercial fishing is not regu- 
lated within National Marine Sanc- 
tuaries. The closure also shuts down 
a portion of Santa Barbara County to 
gillnet fishing. In total, 150 miles of 
California's coast are protected by 
the closure. 

The threatened California sea ot- 
ter has dramatically declined in the 
past four years, in part due to drown- 
ing in gillnets. The fishery also an- 
nually kills 120 harbor porpoises, 
5,200 common murres, elephant 
seals and California sea lions. Com- 
mon murres have declined froi 
million to about 100,000 oi 
Farallon Islands, 20 miles soi 
Point Reyes, in the past two 
ries. In issuing the 120 day 
gency closure, the Fish and Game 
Department admitted that otter and 
murre populations could be jeopar- 
dized by the fishery. 

Dunn Road Closed to 
Protect Bighorn Sheep 

Following a lawsuit by the Center 
for Biological Diversity, the Bureau 
of Land Management (BLM) closed 
the controversial Dunn Road near 
Palm Springs, California, to motor- 
ized vehicles on October 1 . The clo- 
sure will last at least until the BLM 
completes its Coachella Valley Plan. 
The 18 mile road, running from Palm 
Springs through the San Bemadino 
National Forest south to Highway | 
74, was illegally constructed in 1966 
and has been a significant factor in 
the endangerment of the Peninsular 
Ranges bighorn sheep, whose popu- 
lation has been reduced to about 300. 

Scientists Say 1 1,046 
Species on the Brink 

According to the World Conserva- 
tion Union's 2000 Red List of Threat- 
ened Species, the most comprehensive 
analysis of global conservation ever 
undertaken, 1 1,046 species of plants 
and animals are on the edge of extinc- 
tion. The list is very likely conserva- 
tive, they acknowledge, given that 
scientists have documented only 1.75 
million of the estimated 14-million 
species on Earth. 

Idaho Resorts on "Wild" 
River Must Go 

On September 19, US District Judge 
Sidney Thomas ruled that three fish- 
ing lodges on the Salmon River are 
illegal and must be removed, saying 
permanent resort lodges are not per- 
mitted on public land in a corridor 
designated "wild and scenic". Thomas 
agreed that the United States Forest 
Service gave 15-year permits to outfit- 
ters to operate "camps" on the Salmon 
in the mid-90s but pointed out that 
the agency never gave written permis- 
sion to build permanent structures. 
Wilderness Watch, a Missoula, Mon- 
tana-based group that brought the suit 
against the Forest Service, hailed the 
decision as a major triumph, claimin; 
agency officials "just winked, 
and looked the other way," i . .. J/ 
three lodges were built. 
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Resumption of Global Whaling on the Horizon? 


by Tami Drake and Jonathan Paul 

The Clinton/Gore administration has played a key 
role in returning whaling to the coastal United States, 
in clear violation of both domestic and international 
law. Ocean Defense International (ODI) President 
Jonathan Paul and Campaign Administrator Tami 
Drake attended the 52nd annual meeting of the 
International Whaling Commission (IWC) as non- 
governmental organization observers. ODI's goal was 
to call upon world governments and their IWC del- 
egates to demand a halt to this blatant disregard of 
international regulations. After attending this meet- 
ing in June and July in Adelaide, Australia, it was clear 
that there is an immediate and urgent need for direct 
action focused on whaling in international waters, 
including international whale sanctuaries. 

Japanese Whaling 

Japan gave up commercial whaling in compliance 
with an international moratorium in 1986, but 
resumed whaling under the guise of "scientific re- 
search" in 1987. Article VIII of the International 
Convention for the Regulation of Whaling pro- 


countries' support for Japan at the IWC meeting. The 
South Pacific Whale Sanctuary was defeated because 
of the "whalers' bloc." 

Worldwide Whaling and Trade in Whale 
Products 

Norway, along with Japan, continues to pressure 
the international community to resume commercial 
whaling with the open trade of whale products. The 
two nations have proposed, for the past several years, 
to transfer the listing of the northeast and central 
Atlantic minke whale stocks from Appendix I (endan- 
gered) to Appendix II (threatened) of the Convention 
on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES). 
This proposal is important to both Norway and 
Japan, as the listing is the primary barrier to resuming 
whale-products trade between the two countries. 

Despite the ban on trade in whale products, in 
October 1993 an illegal shipment of nearly three tons 
of minke whale meat was discovered at the Oslo, 
Norway, airport. Its destination: Japan. Many other 
attempts to smuggle whale products have been re- 
vealed, including whale meat from Norway seized by 


US trade restrictions would be justified, "our ob- 
jectives can be best achieved by delaying the 
implementation of sanctions until we have ex- 
hausted all good faith efforts to persuade Norway 
to follow agreed conservation measures." Never- 
theless, both the House and Senate agreed to 
condemn commercial whaling. Members of Con- 
gress have urged President Clinton "to take deci- 
sive action to prevent Norway from resuming its 
illicit whale harvesting," including the possible 
use of economic sanctions. 

The politics of the whaling dispute is affected by a 
number of factors, not least among them being that 
Norway has long been one of the closest allies of the 
US. The Norwegian whaling issue is one chapter of a 
continuing international debate over the intercon- 
nections between trade and the environment. 

In 1999 Norway killed 589 minke whales, 36 fewer 
than the previous year and 164 short of their self- 
appointed quota. This was the first time since they 
defied the IWC moratorium that the number of 
minke whales killed was lower than the year before. 
The whale hunters say they had a tough season at sea, 
but according to reports from the New York Times 


vides that, notwithstanding anything contained 
in the Convention, any contracting govern- 
ment may grant to any of its nationals a special 
permit to kill, take and treat whales for the 
purposes of scientific research, subject to such 
other conditions as the government thinks fit. 
However, the IWC recommended that scientific 
research involving the killing of cetaceans should 
only be permitted in exceptional circumstances, 
when the questions address critically important 
issues that cannot be answered by analyzing 
existing data and/or use of non-lethal research 
techniques. 

Each year, Japan kills hundreds of minke whales 
in the Southern Ocean Marine Sanctuary and the 
North Pacific. Japan describes its scientific slaugh- 
ter of whales as "an essential part of the conserva- 
tion and management of all marine resources, 
including whales. " The whale meat is then sold in 
the Japanese markets. By the end of this year, 
Japan will have slaughtered 6,514 minke, sperm 
and Bryde's whales since the international mora- 
torium began. 

At last summer's meeting of the IWC, Japan 
proposed to instigate the JARPN II program, where 
takes of minke whales and, for the first time, 
sperm and Bryde's whales would be authorized. 
Japan's purpose in their latest round of lethal 
research is "to examine the competitive relation- 



Minke whale blasted by a Norwegian harpoon 


their biggest problem is low consumption of 
whale meat by their countrymen. Frozen whale 
meat from the previous year's catch is still avail- 
able in Norwegian supermarkets. Japan would 
pay a premium price for Norwegian whale meat 
if trade were permitted. 

The Revised Management Scheme 

At the Adelaide meeting the IWC approved a 
hazardous resolution to fast track the Revised 
Management Scheme (RMS). This resolution was 
proposed by Sweden, South Africa, Chile, Den- 
mark, Finland, Ireland, Mexico, Oman, Spain 
and Switzerland. The RMS is the instrument 
whereby commercial whaling will resume. Many 
member nations allege that it will actually re- 
duce the number of whales being killed, and that 
there will be tighter controls on whaling. These 
allegations cannot be substantiated. 

The RMS outlines the rules under which a 
nation can whale commercially. It relies upon 
the Revised Management Procedure (RMP) — a 
mathematical equation/guess into which a na- 
tion can plug an estimated number of live 
whales and out will pop a number of whales it 
can kill. As the Scientific Committee of the 
IWC reports again and again, there is no accu- 
rate method to determine the true status of 
whale populations. The RMP is unreliable and 


ship between whales and the fisheries industry." 
Japan has embarked on a multi-million-dollar cam- 
paign to convince the world that if it weren't for the 
hungry whales, there would be more fish for human 
consumption. Commercial whaling is being por- 
trayed as an important means of boosting fish popu- 
lations. This argument cannot be reconciled with the 
truth — humans, not whales, have depleted the fish 
stocks with commercial overfishing and pollution. 
The governments of the UK, Australia, Austria, Brazil, 
Germany, Italy, Monaco, Netherlands, New Zealand 
and the US co-sponsored a resolution, which passed 
on July 5, affirming that gathering information on 
interactions between whales and prey species is not a 
critically important issue. The resolution urged the 
govern ent of Japan to refrain from issuing special 
permi or whaling under JARPN II. On July 30, the 

Japant e government deployed six whaling vessels to 
the North Pacific to conduct "scientific research" on 
minke, sperm and Bryde's whales, in direct defiance 
of the resolution. 


Japanese customs officials in 1996. DNA samples of 
whale meat in Japan have shown it to be from North 
Atlantic minkes and other endangered whales. 

Norwegian Whaling 

Norway resumed commercial whaling in 1993, 
openly contravening the IWC's 1986 moratorium. 
Norway simply lodged a reservation against the mora- 
torium and was therefore not bound by it. Norway 
was at the same time defying the IWC's 1985 decision 
to protect the seriously depleted northeast Atlantic 
minke whale population. 

Like Japan, Norway conducted "scientific whaling" 
from 1 988 to 1 994, killing 288 minke whales. Norway 
also uses the argument that they are justified in 
killing the whales because the "the whales are eating 
all the fish." Norway's self-imposed quota increased 
each year from 1993 to 1998 based on estimated whale 
populations. 


unsustainable. 

The RMS is also unenforceable. There is no way to 
ensure that the whalers obey the rules. It sets no 
binding penalties, instead relying on the good faith 
of whalers to regulate whaling. Unfortunately, Japan 
and Norway have time and again demonstrated bad 
faith when dealing with IWC regulations. 

The RMS is an attempt to appease the whaling 
nations, and, like all ill-conceived compromises, once 
implemented it will be disastrous. ODI opposes the 
adoption of any regime that lifts the current morato- . 
rium on commercial whaling. Unfortunately, the 
RMS is likely to pass within the next two years. Japan 
and Norway will be joined by other nations in the 
illegal slaughter of whales. 

According to the United Nations Convention on 
the Law and the Sea and the World Charter for 
Nature, we have the obligation to protect and pre- 
serve the marine environment for future generations. 
Greed and international politics have made the world's 
oceans an unsafe place for whales. ODI continues to 


Despite objections to the whaling, no action has 
been taken to stop the killing. While threatening 
sanctions under the Pelly Amendment, the Clinton/ 
Gore administration has failed to implement them. 

Japan is expending enormous political, diplomatic 
and financial resources to encourage nations — espe- 
cially small island developing states — to j oin the IW C 
and support their position on whaling. Their "vote- 
consolidation program" has resulted in a strong "whal- 
ers' bloc" within the IWC. Records show that multi- 
million dollar grants from Japanese fisheries to weak, 
developing countries regularly coincide with those 


US Politics and Norwegian Whaling 

On August 5, 1993, the US Department of Com- 
merce again certified that Norway's unilateral 
resumption of whaling undermined the effective- 
ness of the IWC's international conservation re- 
gime. In a letter to Congress, President Clinton 
stated that, while "[tjhe United States is deeply 
opposed to commercial whaling, " it "has an equally 
strong commitment to science-based solutions to 
global conservation problems," and that "not ev- 
ery country agrees with our position against com- 
mercial whaling. " The letter concluded that while 


urge the governments of the world to impose sanc- 
tions against the countries that continue this sense- 
less slaughter. The whales can no longer wait for 
politicians to take action. Laws without enforcement 
are of no value. The time for action is now, before 
worldwide commercial whaling resumes. 

ODI intends to commence a direct action cam- 
paign to end Japanese and Norwegian high seas 
pirate whaling. 

For more information contact Tami Drake, Ocean 
Defense International, POB 401, Williams, OR 97544; 
oceandefensel@earthlink.net. 
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Pirating Yellowstone 

continued from page 1 

I explained how patents can be an enticement to 
investors, something that can make a long wait for 
profits worth it — notably, 20 years of market control of 
whatever's patented. Finally, I asked, "What's this 
really about? Why are you suddenly calling me and 
asking about patents?" 

And then she told me about a deal being made 
between a private corporation and the US Department 
of the Interior to allow bioprospecting in Yellowstone 
National Park. "They're looking for the heat-loving 
microorganisms that live in all those hot pools and 
geysers," she said. 

That was how I learned that the official stewards of 
the national parks were about to announce a path- 
breaking deal for the extraction, commercialization 
and patenting of living organisms from Yellowstone. 

"Can I call you back?" I gulped. "I 've got to go." 

"What do you mean, " she answered, "you said you'd 
give me as much time as I needed." 

"You know," I answered, "there are only two places 
in the whole United States that most people under- 
stand as commons. Only two places that people really 
care about that way. One of them is the Grand Can- 
yon. The other is Yellowstone National Park. You just 
told me they're going to allow bioprospecting in a 
place the people still understand as commons. They're 
going to make the people of the United States complicit 
in the patenting of life forms they have been given to 
protect and steward for future generations. I have to 
get off the phone because I only have a few weeks 
before they announce that deal, just a few weeks to 
find a lawyer and sue the United States Department of 
the Interior for violation of the public trust and theft 
from the national commons." 

A few minutes later I was on the phone with Andy 
Kimbrell and Joe Mendelson , lawyers at the Interna- 
tional Center for Technology Assessment in Washing- 
ton, DC. They took the case pro bono. Eventually, we 
were joined by the Alliance for the Wild Rockies and 
Phil Knight, a man who lives in the Yellowstone area. 

July 1, 1997, Joe filed our first Freedom of Informa- 
tion Act (FOIA) request. August 15, he filed our peti- 
tion for compliance with the National Environmental 
Policy Act. (The official stewards of Yellowstone, it 
turned out, hadn't done an environmental impact 
assessment of the effects of one of the biggest changes 
of policy in years.) 

August 17, 1997, the US Department of the Interior 
and the National Park Service signed the deal with 
Diversa Corporation. They celebrated their Coopera- 
tive Research and Development Agreement (CRADA) 
at Yellowstone's official 125th anniversary celebra- 
tion . The park was going to get royalties from products 
derived from the organisms they were allowing Diversa 
to remove. Ultimately, Diversa would be allowed to 
collect "biological tissues, soils, sediments, water and 
rocks." 

March 5, 1998, one internal review, one denial of 
petition, two FOIA requests, and one FOIA settlement 
later, Joe filed a lawsuit to stop the Yellowstone deal. 
Two months later we learned that the Park Service was 


Mattole Defense Continues 

continued from page 1 

The first of the seven plans — THP 1-99-475HUM — 
was approved in early September, but temporarily 
stopped in court by Environmental Protection Infor- 
mation Center, the Petrolia-based Lost Coast League 
and the Humboldt Watershed Council. Unfortunately, 
that temporary stay was overturned in early Novem- 
ber, and on November 10, Columbia Helicopter em- 
ployees, under contract to Maxxam/PL went in to 
begin logging. However, the Columbia workers (mostly 
from Oregon) were rather surprised to be met deep in 
the woods by over a dozen local forest defenders. At the 
end of the day, after tired sheriffs had been trudging up 
and down the hills trying to catch the spry forest 
defenders, only one tree had been cut. However, two 
valiant activists, Soma and Iguana, had suffered at the 
"hands of justice" when the sheriffs pepper sprayed 
them in the face for attempting to engage the workers 
in dialogue. Although loggers were expected through- 
out that weekend, as is the Maxxam-style of PL man- 
agement, none showed. 

About 20 Mattole community members rallied at 


looking to make 15-18 other deals similar to the one at 
Yellowstone. 

Eventually, we won the first part of the case. The 
court agreed that the Yellowstone deal was a big 
change in national policy and as such, required an 
environmental assessment. (We're still waiting for 
that assessment.) 

Later, we learned the financial details of the deal. 
("They sold our heritage for a pittance," Joe Mendelson 
would tell a reporter.) 

Still later, we lost the second part of the case. The 
judge said the Department of Interior did not violate 
all the laws we thought they had; he said they had not 
breached the public trust, and that it was okay that 
they had declared Yellowstone a laboratory so as to 
make the deal fit a law that would allow them to make 
such a deal. 

We're appealing, of course. And losing count of all 
the other park deals waiting for the outcome of our 
case in Yellowstone. 

I'm often asked why we did it, why did we sue. 
The Edmonds Institute is, after all, a small public 
interest organization doing research and educa- 
tion, not litigation. 



I still tell people what I put up on our website — we 
sued because as we understood what was happening in 
Yellowstone, it seemed that public agencies were act- 
ing in ways inconsistent with the missions they had 
been given by the people. It seemed they were acting 
counter to the protection of biodiversity, counter to 
the public interest and even counter to the social 
contract that binds us all together. 

To discover if we understood correctly, we sued. 
Essentially, we asked the courts to help us do some 
research. As I wrote to the lawyers: 

"One hundred years ago a roll call vote of 115 ayes, 
65 nays and 60 abstaining made Yellowstone this 
country's — and the world's — first national park. Ulysses 
S. Grant signed it officially 'ours' in 1872. 

"Home to more geysers and hotsprings than the rest 
of the world combined, Yellowstone's miles of lakes, 
rivers, trails, meadows, mountains, streams and grizzly 
bears hold a special place in the public consciousness... 

"Today, at the same time as the park is in a deep 
funding and conservation crisis, its wealth is being 
tapped by private prospectors. Some of them are going 
to make big money out of Yellowstone. 

"The resource being extracted is a kind of living 
gold — microorganisms, tiny forms of life that exists 
only in the kinds of environments found at 
Yellowstone — highly acidic and extremely hot ther- 


mal pools and geysers, for example. 

"These heat-loving microorganisms and the en- 
zymes they produce can be extremely useful in indus- 
trial processes ranging from paper and beer making to 
meat tenderizing and pharmaceutical creation. 

"Thermus aquaticus, one such useful microorganism, 
was taken from Yellowstone a few years back and one 
of its enzymes... earns for its 'owners', Hoffman- 
LaRoche, the Swiss drug giant that holds its patent, 
more than $100 million a year, with earnings pro- 
jected to increase to $1 billion a year by 2005. No 
money came to the national parks or the national 
treasury from the Yellowstone-derived microorgan- 
isms or its enzyme. 

"Today there are many corporate prospectors and 
their agents in Yellowstone and the National Park 
Service are looking for ways to devise licensing agree- 
ments with them to ensure that taxpayers gain from 
profits derived from the national treasury. The Edmonds 
Institute has several concerns in this matter: at the 
deepest level is our concern that the Park Service is 
participating in the commercialization and 
privatization of life. As MIT molecular biologist 
Jonathan King once said, 'Privatizing life in a place like 
Yellowstone is like privatizing the sky — it is a misap- 
propriation of the common heritage of us all... We 
didn't save Yellowstone to make a profit. We saved it 
because it has greater value.' 

"On another level, (we're) concerned that if the Park 
Service is negotiating contracts and agreements with 
private individuals and corporations for access to 
materials in the national parks, those negotiations be 
made public, with adequate time and provision made 
for public comment. If the Park Service is negotiating, 
the public has a right to see that the Park Service does 
a good job of it, especially where the revenues con- 
cerned might be sufficient to pay the annual costs of 
the Park Service itself. 

"Transparent negotiations are essential in a democ- 
racy, especially where there appears to be an absence 
of the usual pressures of the market. There is, in the 
case of Yellowstone for example, no competitive bid- 
ding for the privilege of prospecting the parks. 

"While... (we do) not endorse the commercializa- 
tion of the parks or the patenting of microorganisms or 
the enzymes derived from them, if such commercial- 
ization and patenting are deemed by the national will 
to be desirable, especially in times like these where 
monies are short for such desirable public purposes as 
maintaining the national parks (not to mention main- 
taining social safety nets), then all aspects of the 
process whereby national treasures such as the parks 
are apportioned or made accessible to private compa- 
nies and individuals must be made strictly public, with 
all negotiations transparent and subject to public 
comment and scrutiny. To do anything else is to be 
complicit in theft from the national treasury." 

The last time I went to Yellowstone, I took a long, 
hard look at the words on the great stone arch at the 
park's entrance. They say, "For the benefit and enjoy- 
ment of the people..." 

Beth Burrows is director of the Edmonds Institute, 203 1 9- 
92nd Avenue West, Edmonds, Washington 98020; 
beb@igc.org; www.edmonds-institute.org. 


PL's Monument Gate early November 13, awaiting 
the arrival of the timber fallers. As dawn was breaking, 
the skies opened and rain and hail began falling. No 
fallers showed. By the end of that day, the 20-plus 
defenders now in the woods were camped out among 
four inches of freshly fallen snow. Forest defense in 
the woods has continued to grow, despite the incred- 
ible hike into the area and the extreme weather 
conditions. On November 20, another 35 people 
waited at Monument Gate. This time PL's head secu- 
rity goon Carl Anderson was there with a few sheriff's 
deputies, but still no fallers. 

We continue to pray for rain, as neither Maxxam nor 
the sheriffs can use the seasonal roads on Long Ridge 
and Rainbow Ridge for timber operations until 48 
hours after the last rains (or snow!). Community 
members are working to protect this forest on many 
fronts: in the woods, in the courts and by buying it 
outright. The long-term vision for Rainbow is to pur- 
chase the 14,000-acre North Fork Mattole lands from 
PL to protect the ancient forests and other areas of high 
conservation value, while managing the cut-over lands 
and rangelands in an ecologically responsible manner. 


This acquisition is unique in that it is proposing to 
keep the land private (not giving it to the feds), for 
long-term community management. 

Please contact Maxxam CEO Charles Hurwitz (713) 
975-7600; 952-4795 (fax) and PL President John 
Campbell (707) 764-4212; 764-4269 (fax) and tell 
them that it would be in their best interest to avoid 
another public campaign to defend the ancient forests 
of the North Coast and instead institute a voluntary 
moratorium while the community can negotiate an 
option to purchase these incredible forests. 

For more information and regular alerts, check out 
www.asis.com/~coho. If you can help in the woods, 
call the Mattole Forest Defenders hotline at (707) 441- 
3828, actions will likely be happening all winter, 
unless a voluntary moratorium is offered. Backcountry 
gear, food and cash donations can be sent to POB 117, 
Petrolia, CA 95558. 

Editor's note: The one tree that was felled early on was 
bucked up into short sections by a highly skilled local 
night elf making it unusable in PL's mill. Fellers were 
able to drop a few dozen more trees days later. Resis- 
tance is ongoing in the Mattole. 
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Dear Sir, or Madam, 

Greetings from the subtropical 
delta of Bangladesh. As you very 
well know this is an impover- 
ished and a least developed coun- 
try on the face of 'our' planet. 
Confoundingly our government 
has taken the decision to erect a 
nuclear power plant in this 
densely populated nation to the 
consternation of many amongst 
us. The International Atomic En- 
ergy Agency has given their nod 
to go ahead with the project. The 
project itself is being questioned 
by many but the general popula- 
tion is being kept in the dark 
about its progress, as is the pro- 
cess in so many big projects that 
the government undertakes; so 
typical of third world countries 
with weak democracies. 

We would be most grateful if 
your organization could assist us 
with the pertinent data as to the 
dangers of operating a nuclear 
reactor. We can not even begin to 
imagine where they intend to 
bury the toxic radioactive waste 
in this small country, the ocean 
floor (Bay of Bengal) seems like 
the obvious choice. Any way you 
look at it, the prospects do not 
look good for any inhabitant of 
this planet should we carry on 
with this nuclear technology. 
Electricity: how we get it does not 
matter anymore; we are addicted 
to it. We really need your expert 
help to stop this project. Please 
send us an information package 
with which we cap debate the 
issue with our policy makers. We 
feel that you are in a better posi- 
tion to uncover some of the secret 
dealings going on at present to 
erect this nuclear reactor in this 
comer of the globe. 

Won’t you please help? We 
would like to put this project on 
ice! We look forward to hearing 
from you soon. 

With warmest regards, 

— Ishtiaqur Rahman, Road 20, 
Bldg. 16, Sector-4, Uttara, 
Dhaka, Bangladesh 
j £ _ ’ • 

Dear SFB, etc., 

Last spring I wrote a grossly 
whiny letter complaining about 
never hearing about EF! actions 
in our area until afterward. I apolo- 
gize to everyone for having made 
assumptions of elitism. As near as 
I can make out, there was no 
organized system for spreading 
the news of upcoming events. 
Friends remember to let friends 
know about stuff but it just doesn't 
occur to connect with out-of-the- 
way sympathizers. 

Perfectly normal! 

Since then, I have been at sev- 
eral actions, and I've had a chance 
to meet people as well as act. It is 
comforting to be able to do some- 
thing. People feel stymied about 
what to do to turn things around. 
Lots of people would like to go 
further than the three r's but don't 
want to spin their wheels making 
noise that changes nothing. I talk 
with a lot of people who do be- 
lieve there is a problem but who 
are so cynical and frightened of 
the monster social machines of 
politics and big industry that they 
are ready to accept eco-death. 
Earth Firstlers are willing to speak 
up, to act. We are either the naive 
or the courageous. The difference 
is one of self-respect and some 
kind of ability to hope that a 


future is possible. Most people 
seem numb, almost catatonic. 

In a way, I am with the social 
ecologists. I believe that the 
changes needed can only become 
to through reaching people and 
showing them how to gain a bet- 
ter way of life. Western economic 
civilization sucks! Self- ref erring 
communities, political decentrali- 
zation and alternative economies 
rule! With that, megadeath in- 
dustries will collapse. That's in 
the long-term. In the short-term, 
the more community each of us 
^fosters, the more individuals will 
have the self-respect to get out 
there and organize, demonstrate, 
and if needed, put their bodies 
and lives on the line. 

Change the Humans! Earth 
wins! 

— Penny J. Novack 
' < t *s 

Editor, EF! Journal, 

Despite the media hype about 
the seven million acres of fires 
that burned this year, that num- 
ber was well below the 1916-1999 
US annual average of 13.9 mil- 
lion acres! Huge sums were ex- 
pended fighting fires in remote 
areas posing no risk to property. 
Fire is a vital, life-giving force 
plants and animals depend upon 
for nutrient recycling and diver- 
sified landscapes. 

Thinning, debris removal, and 
prescribed fire are the new pana- 
cea for a century of USFS fire sup- 
pression and forest cattle grazing. 
The "Flagstaff model,'' promoted 
by the NAU School of Forestry 
professor and pro-logging west- 
ern senators, is simply industrial 
logging of large trees under the 
guise of "fuel reduction." The Flag- 
staff model is truly ugly — a few 
"telephone" poles remain, sur- 
rounded by deforested wastelands 
of slash waiting to be burned. 
Congress just voted this $1.8 bil- 
lion. It will start off by scalping 
180,000 acres in Arizona. Log- 
ging the biggest trees sacrifices 
the trees least likely to burn, 
erodes topsoil and degrades en- 
tire streams and watersheds. 

USFS experts say the 125-200 
foot zone around homes is the 
zone to protect. The Flagstaff 
model, however, starts miles out- 
side of Flagstaff. It is a logging 
scam having essentially nothing 
to do with protecting property. 

— Ray Leimkuehler 

Dear SFB, ' . ,.f S < - 

My name is Randy Sandberg. 1 
live in the town of Moses Lake, 
Washington. I have an air quality 
problem and I don't know where 
to turn. A corporation, National 
Frozen Foods, purchased land 
adjacent to mine. I own approxi- 
mately 30 acres. National Frozen 
Foods (NFF) began spraying pro- 
cessed waste water on these fields 
next to my property this spring. 
The odor is unbelievably foul 
when they are irrigating. I have 
called NFF many times, and have 
talked to their manager, Tom 
Schultz. He has assured me that 
they want to be "good neigh- 
bors" and will take care of the 
odor problem. The problem per- 
sists. 1 have called the Depart- 
ment of Ecology and written nu- 
merous letters to the DOE. Their 
enforcement officer, Don Nichols, 
told me they (DOE) probably 
won't shut down a big corpora- 


tion because of a few complaints. 
I live 10 miles out of Moses Lake. 
I have lived here since 1983. Our 
lives this summer have been mis- 
erable. We cannot go outside 
whenever they are irrigating. The 
odor is unbelievable. We can't 
open our windows. Last night, 
October 19, the smell came into 
our house and all the windows 
were closed! This morning at 6: 1 5 
a.m. the smell was terrible. It was 
difficult to walk from my house to 
my barn and get in my truck. The 
DOE has told me it will take time 
(how long?) to work out the prob- 
lem. National Frozen Foods said 
they will plant trees between their 
property and mine (it isn't a visual 
problem, it is an odor) . Am I to wait 
for the trees to grow?? When NFF 
received their permitfrpm the DOE, 
it states "if there is any odor, NFF 
must immediately mitigate the situ- 
ation". When I reminded DOE of 
that statement, they said they 
didn't mean immediately. The DOE 
came to my house when I com- 
plained; They (DOE) droveout with 
the manager of National Frozen 
Foods to my place. That didn't 
look too impartial to me. /And sur- 
prise, surprise, there wasn't any 
smell that day. No irrigating. What 
a coincidence. What am I to do? It 
is apparent that the DOE will not 
protect me or my family. I am a 
school teacher in Moses Lake. I 
have been here on my property 
since 1983. 1 love where 1 live. 1 
shouldn't have to adjust my 
lifestyle or move due to a prob- 
lem that shouldn't occur in trie 
first place. I need some help. I 
cannot afford to hire an attorney. 
That is why I went to the DOE in 
the first place. Now I realize they 
are in the back pocket of NFF. The 
DOE is not fulfilling what they 
said they would. NFF is not fulfill- 
ing what they said they would. In 
their application for the permit, 
NFF said they do not make any 
odor. What can 1 do? My tele- 
phone number is (509)765-3765 
home, and (509)-766 2661, ext. 
2163, work. My email address is 
rnsand@moseslake-wa.com I 
need help. I don't know if you 
can help me or not. Please put 
yourself in my position. Thanks. 

— Randy Sandberg 

4f-' l i 

Dear SFB, 

Tristan Masat takes issue, in the 
Mabon SFB, with my "lame, igno- 
rant attacks" on his Industrial 
Workers of the World. He claims 
that "industrial" means industry 
by industry, not "industrial." 
Huh? And that neither does the 
"workers" part of 1WW mean an 
endorsement of work. In fact, ac- 
cording to Tristan, the Wobblies 
"are only interested in ending the 
economic exploitation of people 
and the earth." 

Maybe he could supply even 
one instance of any IWW ques- 
tioning or indictment of basic 
institutions like industrialism or 
work. Without such an orienta- 
tion the Wobblies, despite some 
militant rhetoric, are basically 
no different from any other 
union: necessary for brokerage 
(and thus maintenance) of wage- 
labor, part of the fundamental 
glue that holds the Work-Con- 
sume-Destroy Nature machine 
together. Like the Steelworkers, 
for instance. 

— John Zerzan 


Dear Editor, 

Thanks for printing Tristan 
Masat's critique of John Zerzan's 
uninformed put-down of the In- 
dustrial Workers of the World 
(IWW), a great movement that is 
still alive thanks to organizers like 
Tristan and the late, great Judi 
Bari. That same Lugnasadh (Au- 
gust-September) issue had a 
couple of other letters that may 
have implied support for lethal 
violence as a "no compromise" 
tactic. Let's be perfectly clear that 
Violence that includes the killing 
of other human beings is really 
ahistorical and therefore very, 
very stupid. Violence towards 
other human beings just doesn't 
work anymore — if it ever did. The 
totalitarian state that we are all, 
in varying degrees, suffering un- 
der, is not only far too ruthless 
and possessing far too much over- 
kill capacity, but has the sympa- 
thy of the vast majority of the 
public on its side as well. This is 
not about pacifism of life-styles. 
I'm just saying don't even think 
about actions that may result in 
human fatalities, as your insan- 
ity/retardation will get you only 
dungeons and death. 

. . On the other hand, there is 
more than one kind of nonvio- 
lence. Monkeywrenching that 
doesn't hurt anyone is certainly a 
kind of nonviolence. Private prop- 
erty, after all, is not sacred. ("Prop- 
erty is theft," according to 19th 
century anarchist Proudhon). 
Captain Paul Watson of the Sea 
Shepherd Conservation Society 
is certainly a great model for prop- 
erty-destructive nonviolence. His 
organization has damaged hun- 
dreds of thousands of dollars of 
"enemy" property, including the 
successful ramming of a Japanese 
drift-netter several years ago, and 
the sinking of at least four or five 
illegal whaling vessels. And yet 
Sea Shepherds pride themselves 
for never having caused the death 
or injury of a single antagonist. 

Currently the most heroic of 
non-violent protagonists seem to 
be peoples in third world coun- 
tries defending what is left of their 
lands. The U'wa of Columbia have 
threatened to commit mass sui- 
cide if big oil gets their way with 
them. And in central India, thou- 
sands of villagers in the Narmada 
Valley insist they will drown 
themselves rather than allow their 
arrogant government to proceed 
with the building of hundreds of 
costly and unnecessary land-flood- 
ing dams. Is this nonviolence as a 
lifestyle? Does it matter? 

On the other hand we are far 
too ignorant of "Earth force," or 
truth-power, the psychological 
jiu-jitsu as taught by Gandhi, 
King and others. These may 
sometimes appear as compromis- 
ing or "reformist" strategies, but 
that is only because we know no 
better. So let us study and work 
on ourselves with the concen- 
tration of the most dedicated 
martial-artist. And in all our ac- 
tions, especially those in defense 
of this beautiful biosphere, let 
us be as clear-thinking and 
knowledgeable as we are brave 
and selfless. The masses of our 
fellow-earthlings may just join us 
as we show them how our own 
love for our Mother is saving us all. 

Thank You. 

— Al White 


To the editor, 

Coyote Killers are salivating 
with anticipation for the open- 
ing of "save a cat — kill a coyote 
season." The killers of coyotes 
call it management, but lose sight 
of the fact that cats kill thousands 
of birds and other wildlife here 
on Cape Cod. 

Would anyone suggest a "save 
a bird — kill a cat" season? 

How about a hunting season 
for SUVs that speed along narrow 
Cape Cod roads killing hundreds 
of pets and other wildlife — chil- 
dren could be the next victim of 
these four-wheeled living rooms. 

A hunting season to manage 
Homo sapiens would solve the prob- 
lems of overdevelopment, fuel 
consumption, pollution and it 
would provide suitable habitat for 
other creatures to co-exist with us . 

It's not the coyote we fear — it's 
ourselves. When the bullet tears 
into the flesh of the coyote kill- 
ing her free spirit — her wildness, 
only then will Cape Coddess miss 
the howl that gave all of us a brief 
glimpse of the wildness within us 
that vanished chasing the Ameri- 
can dream. 

i jfVtt gi Lj#Wjigs\— P eter Souza 

\ 1 ' | |j 

Dear SFB, 

Thanks for a good job over the 
long haul! I'm sure there were 
plenty of naysayers (some even 
allegedly on our side) who 
thought EF! would fade away in a 
few years, especially after the Ari- 
zona Five episode, but I'm glad 
the EF! Journal had enough far- 
sighted volunteers and financial 
support to stay.the course. The 
Journal is always a good read. I 
very much admire the people who 
stand Up for a just cause in de- 
fense of a small and ever more 
fragile planet. 

Muir power to you! 

— Arthur F. Evans 

/ 

Dear SFB, 

I have always considered my- 
self an environmentalist, but I 
have just started reading the Earth 
First! Journal, and I am left with 
some questions. There are some 
aspects I'm not getting here, such 
as the "struggle" against GM 
crops, capitalism, and why so 
many people are vegans. 

Granted, GM crops would be 
bad if they were ever proven dan- 
gerous, but has anyone thought 
about how much land has been 
saved from the till due to the 
increased yield per-acre? Am I 
treading in the taboo? With six 
billion people, traditional crops 
are no longer sufficient until the 
population trend can be reversed. 

Also, I have seen many argu- 
ments against capitalism, but 
what would the alternative be? 
Nobody specified this in th e Earth 
First! Journal. A socialist utopia? 
Communism? Anarchism? Any 
type of tribal type government 
could not work with such masses 
of people in contemporary times, 
and other governments of the 
past are not any better than the 
freedom we have now. 

My last area of question has to 
do with diet. Is being a vegan a 
moral choice or a health deci- 
sion? Beef is an inefficient animal 
to raise and eat, so 1 can see that, 
but what about chicken, fish, 
goat? Humans are omnivorous, 
and animal protein is better than 
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vegetable sources. As long 
as endangered species are 
not being eaten....? 

Anyone care to re- 
spond? 

— Nathan Marsh 
H-93497 C8-232L, 

PO Box 3030, 
Susanville, CA 
96127 




Dear Subversive, 

Fly, Beings, 

I recently received 
your August-Septem- 
ber issue (addressed 
boxholder). I had not 
quested it and this was the 
first I received, but I loved it. 

Please print this letter as I want to 
send much thanks to whoever 
gave you my address and maybe 
they'll read this. My single big- 
gest personal political issue of 
concern is welfare deform a.k.a. 
welfare reform, but I support what 
I understand to be your agenda. 

Also I support what I recently 
heard described as "black block" 

("blak blok?"). I was wondering if 
there was much concern about 
welfare deform among your 
crowd. I'm a member of United 
For a Fair Economy and am con- dom fighter and used to convict 
tacting the Kensington Welfare him at trial, did not match bal- 
Rights Union and would like to listically with the lead pulled 
hear your recommendations of out of the dead cop. 
other similar groups. Also, I plan I'll stand behind EF!, even if I 
to subscribe. don't see eye to eye with every 

Thank You, EFier, or agree with every group's 

— Shawn, POB 663, Seneca Falls, methods or directives. It's Earth 
NY 13148 First! right? Separating over 
"comparatively" lesser issues is 
shitty. But if you feel that 
strongly about it, EF! is probably 
better off without you. 

For Evolution 
For Revolution 
For Change!!! 

— J.R. Howard 


suburbanite kids 
who just want 
to grow 
dreadlocks 
and waste 
mom and 
dad's 
money 
o n 
weed 
and 
Congo 
drums. 
Keep up 
e fight, 
be join- 
ya soon. 

A big Green fist to all, 
—Matthew Roland #962480, 
Corrections Corporation of 
America, 730 E. Washington St., 
Indianapolis, IN 46202 

Dear Shit for Brains, 

You would throw your support 
around like there is a popularity 
contest. EF! ain't a democratic 
election, it is a collective. Some * 
EFiers support Mumia Abu 
Jamal — excellent! 1 do too. You 
call Mumia a cop killer, so you 
may not know that his gun, found 
with the shot and wounded free- 
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Hello Excrement for Brains, 
Wow! Am I really still in this 
shithole? Ya folks may or mayn't 
remember me from theSFB Eos tar 
1998. Enraged over the develop- 
ment that was creeping in, on, 
and around my wooded Sugar 
Creek homestead in rural Indi- 
ana, a couple compadres and I 
"deleted" a good doctor's fancy 
home overlooking the clear-cut 
wasteland he called his yard. That 
was almost five fucking years ago 
and here I sit. Guess they learned 
me, eh? 


SFB, - 

Please help me find some open- 
minded people that I can talk to! 
My name is Zarah (16) and I live 
right outside of Greensboro, 
North Carolina. I was thrilled 
when I found out that the RRR 


But I'm taking it all with a grain was going to be so close to my 
of salt. Doing whatever I can to home this year, but unfortunately 


expand the feces in my noggin. 
They keep me shuffled around 
because of my activist demeanor. 
I'm new in this Corrections Corp. 
of America joint in Indianapolis. 
Are you guys familiar with this 
emerging corporate leech? Capi- 
talism at it's finest. I tried to 
implement a recycling program 
here. They treated me like a Scala- 
wag with leprosy. 

Fortunately they have a college 
program here, I was able to trans- 
fer a few of my credits to Ball State 
(not enough to complete an En- 
vironmental Science degree). 1 
recently got my sheepskin, an 
Associate in Art, which the Gen- 
eral Assembly was kind enough 
to knock a year off for. So now 
my never ending quest for knowl- 
edge trudges onward. I should 
receive my BS in December '01, 
which will put me out the door 
and into freedom. 

I am now in the process of ap- 
plying to graduate schools. I want 
to get out and finish my Masters 
(Hell, PhD) in Environmental Sci- 
ence or Law. Not only do we need 
to commit more direct action, 
frontline monkeywrenching and 
activism. Remember, the first ac- 
tivists were bearded, beer guz- 
zling, backwoods good ole' boys 
like George Hayduke. We've also 
got to hit 'em with the almighty 
pen. Hounding state reps and 
Senate and filing lawsuits. What 
we don't need is a bunch of rich 


I have parents who still think I'm 

I I and an undependable car. I'm 
desperate to find people who are 
actually interested in fighting for 
the Earth instead of those who 
just sit on their asses holding up 
peace signs. Preaching and whin- 
ing about how endangered our 
planet is. I know that there are 
people like me, but I haven't 
found them yet. As soon as I 
finish high school, I plan to move 
northwest, but until then I’m des- 
perate to connect with people 
who are open-minded and edu- 
cated about the EF! movement. I 
ask for anyone to write whether 
you live close by or not. 

I'm searching for any intelli- 
gent life! Thanks! 

— Zarah, 6356 Cloud Rd., 
Julian, NC 27283; 
laughingsirens@hotmail.com 

Dear SFB, 

The "Bring on the Repression" 
Society is here to say, "when we say 
bring on the repression, we mean a 
fuckload of repression, against us." 
Rather than use our energy to build 
broad alliances that can protect us, 
we prefer to isolate ourselves so 
that we can get slaughtered. We 
measure success not by how much 
real change we are effecting, but by 
how militant our tactics are and 
how brutally the cops react. Sure, 
we used to hang banners and use 
lockboxes and all that bullshit, but 
then everyone started doing it. 


Threatened with losing our status 
as the most radical kids on the 
block, we had to become even big- 
ger bad-asses. Now we fuck shit 
up. And our favorite things to fuck 
up are the fragile coalitions that 
others work hard to build and main- 
tain. We've found that the most 
effective way we can isolate our- 
selves (so as to politically enable 
our own repression) is by being 
perpetually divisive and by shit- 
talking about everyone. We love 
to talk shit. We spend more time 
trashing our allies than we do 
smashing the state. We even trash 
the very people who go out of 
their way to support us. We prefer 
shit-talk over constructive cri- 
tique, division over diplomacy, 
rhetoric over communication. 

Who would we want to com- 
municate with anyway? They're 
ill middleclass bourgeois and — 
even though we were recently 
the same — they're the enemy. 
And nothing they Can do is of 
any benefit to our revolution. In 
fact, nothing anyone does, ex- 
cept us, is of any benefit at all. 
Bearing a striking resemblance 
in both size and mentality to 
religious sects which claim that 
theirs is the only way to heaven, 
we hold that ours is the only 
way to revolution. 

We recognize the present time 
as historic not because of the pow- 
erful grassroots alliances that are 
emerging everywhere, not be- 
cause our values of non-hierar- 
chy and autonomy are being in- 
fused into many popular organiz- 
ing efforts, but because finally 
we're in direct confrontation with 
the state. So what if we can't pos- 
sibly win a direct confrontation 
with such an advantaged oppo- 
nent at this time? Maybe we're 
not aiming to win. 

Fuck everyone, so we'll get fucked! 

Repulsively yours, 

— The "Bring On The Repression" 
Society 

Dear Earth First!, 

I am writing you this letter from 
within the walls of the Sterling 
Correctional Facility in Colorado. 
A buddy of mine has been getting 
your magazine and been lending 
it to me for some time now. I 
agree with all the issues that you 
all present in it, and I am cur- 
rently trying to start a Forestry 
Conservation study course! It has 
only come to my attention in 
the past few years that we are 
destroying this place we call 
home. And that is not right! I 
consider myself a political pris- 
oner of the state of Colorado, 
who is soon to be released. In 
the past five years of being a 
guest of this state I have come to 
realize what has been going on 
with the planet is the fault of 
uncaring people. It pains me to 
see that we can sit by and let this 
planet be destroyed and not do 
anything about iti What is wrong 
with society today? 1 guess I just 
don't understand why people 
can't understand, that by killing 
the earth we are killing ourselves! 
How long do they think they 
will be able to drink this water 
before there is nothing left but 
what we polluted! If we don't 
stop polluting our atmosphere, 
water and land we are going to 
have to face the consequences 
eventually. I guess that I just 
don't understand how we can 
kill something that provides us 
with life. If you think about it, 
how long is it going to be before 
we contaminate all of our soil? 
How long is it going to be before 
we contaminate all the water? 


Those two things right there are 
the only means of survival. There 
is no way to live if there is no 
water to drink or land to harvest 
food on, I guess that there is 
nothing to understand. People 
just don't give a XXXX anymore. 
Well I hope that you can have 
some kind of understanding of 
how I am looking at this, because 
I am tired of being alone in my 
thoughts of this screwed up world! 
Until we meet or hear from one 
another again, be strong in the 
fight!!! 

Always an Advocate 

— Rodney "Edge 69" Miles, 
#91114, SCF/c-2, POB 6000, 
Sterling, CO 80751 

Dear SFB, 

I have recently moved and 
need to change my contact in- 
formation with your records. I've 
really enjoyed reading the jour- 
nal and have passed it around to 
my family as well as not-so-enviro 
coworkers. They make fun, but 1 
see them reading. And a couple 
weeks ago, I even had a decent 
conversation with one guy about 
mountain top removal. Baby steps 
to a new way of thinking. Keep up 
the good work! 

— Stephanie 

■ 

Dear S.F.B., 

I recently caught a segment of 
news regarding the release of ani- 
mals in Ft. Collins, Colorado. The 
ALF took responsibility for the 
righteous liberation of hundreds 
of innocent animals. I couldn't 
help but crack a huge smile and 
laugh to myself. I suppose I can't 
help but be happy and content 
in knowing that there are a lot of 
us out there who actually break 
the barriers of social naivete and 
care about all of life, rather than 
just our own. 

The part that broke my smile 
was where they referred to the 
ALF as a terrorist group. I've heard 
this on countless occasions) not 
only about the ALF but many 
other activist groups as well. I 
have to question this label, as I'm 
sure most of us do. The establish- 
ment, the government, the fascist 
law-enforcement, judges, and even 
the locals actually believe this to be 
terrorism. It only goes to show how 
conditioned our society has be- 
come, to actually go along with 
such ignorance. 

Genesis labs lost their re- 
search, which means they also 
lost money in this liberation. 
The animals were set free, and 
the media of course had their 
choice of words. Cruelty is too 
often mistaken for heroism in 
our naive society, another activ- 
ist group has once again been 
marked "a terrorist group" and 
I'm positive this will continue 
to be acceptable in the minds of 
the masses. Ignorance! 

Countless accounts of animals 
every day living in fear, being 
tortured with cruel and unkind 
experiments. The mass produc- 
tion of cattle and poultry for 
slaughter, for carnivorous hu- 
man consumption, for capital 
gain. The question the world 
has to ask itself is, who are 
the terrorists? I find it hard 
to believe that so many 
people find it 
acceptable to 
agree with the il 
lusion that the 
media creates 
when they refer to 
this type of liberation 
as a terrorist act. 

Down by law, 

— Smakone 


Dear SFB, 

IM GONNA MAKE THIS SHORT 
AND CLEAR BUT IM SURE IT 
WILL BE IN VAIN... I GOT FAM- 
ILY IN THE SOUTH AND IN THE 
NORTH WEST TIMBER RE- 
GROWTH IS SUBSTANTUALY 
REPLENISHED YEAR AFTER YEAR 
BOARD FOOT BY BOARD FOOT I 
HAVE SEEN THE FULL CYCLE 
TAKE PLACE IN OREGON AND 
OKLAHOMA AS WELL AS AR- 
KANSAS... TIMBER IS WHAT HAS 
MADE MY FAMILY & COMMU- 
NITY WHAT IT IS TODAY AND 
SOMETIMES THATS NOT MUCH 
THE SUPPLY AT HAND HAS BEEN 
OR IN THE PROCESS OF BEING 
SHUT DOWN TO HARVESTING... 
FAMILYS HAVE SUFFERED OR IN 
SOME CASES TOOK THEIR OWN 
L1FES AS RESULT OF 
EXAGERATED LIES.... THE SHEEP 
YOU HAVE BRAINWASHED TO 
THINKING A GODDAMN OWL 
IS MORE IMPORTANT THAN THE 
ECCONOMIC STATUS OF HON- 
EST WORKING CLASS FAMILYS, 
YOU ALL HAVE ALLREADY 
STARTED TO PULL THE TRIG- 
GER THAT FIRES THE BLOW THIS 
COUNTRY DONT NEED... I GOT 

A STAT YOU WILL LOVE 

HOW MANY MEMBERS & OR 
SUPPORTERS AMONG YOU 
HAVE WITNESSED THESE 
FAMILYS I SPOKE OF OR EVEN 
BEEN IN THE TIMBER YOU SO 
ACTI VLY PROTEST????? OR HOW 
MANY OF THE LIVE IN THEM 
LOCATIONS AS WELL????? I CAN 
SEND PHOTOS SO PLEASE KEEP 
YOUR CITYFIED NEED FOR PRO- 
TEST IN THE CITY AND ABOUT 
THE CITY THIS IS MY HOME AND 
I LOVE IT MORE THAN YOU!!!!! 
STAY AWAY FROM MY LAND & 
MY FAMILY... LOGGING BUILT 
THIS GREAT NATION WE HAVE 
MANAGED TO PRESERVE THE 
MAJORITY OF OUR RESOURCES 
WE LIVE HERE YOU COME SEE 
IT WHEN YOUR DAY PLANNER 
DONT DICTATE YOUR LIVEING 
RAT RACE LIFE... SINCERELY, 
—CHRIS MCDOUGAL 

Greetings Earth First workers! 

Just another of my thank you 
letters and to let it be known that 
I received September-October 
2000 Mabon issue. This issue has 
hit close to hometown where the 
article of the Kaweah River by 
Phil Pescosolido was wrote right 
round hometown in Tulane 
County, Porterville. We are 
about 12 miles from the entrance 
to Sequoia National Park, but 
this article has been new news to 
me being behind the razor wire 
for five years now. Cement rivers 
look ugly, besides destroying 
hundreds of years of old-growth 

oaks is ed. In Porterville a lot 

of oranges for Sunkist are grown 
and down the road about 5 miles 
west the town of Lindsey for the 
famous Lindsey olives will hope- 
fully have a say so about water 
protection from the Tulane Irri- 
gation District. Like Phil wrote — 
"Why is it willing to spend $15 
million in demolition, construc- 
tion and legal costs to save 
$300,000 a year." If anyone 
knows help me figure this 
stupid process out by writ- 
^ ing to Earth First! for me 
to learn the 
minds of yo- 
yos who put 
on suits and 
ties and do this 
dirty work! I kept 
this at 170 words! 

Stay Strong for 
Mother Earth, 
Grayhair Navajo, 
— Victor Trevino 
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Texas Moves Toward Sea 
Turtle Reserve 

Nesting Kemp’s ridley sea turtles will 
now have a better chance of reaching 
their US nesting grounds on Padre Is- 
land, Texas, with a new no-shrimping 
zone established by the state. The south 
Texas coast will now be closed to 
shrimping from December 1 to July 15 
out to at least five nautical miles off- 
shore. In addition, no night shrimping 
will be allowed at any time within five 
miles of the shoreline. The Texas coast 
has long been a death zone for sea 
turtles due to illegal capture in shrimp 
trawl nets. Sea turtles drown when 
trapped in nets not properly equipped 
with turtle excluder devices (TEDs). 
The state also placed new gear restric- 
tions on shrimp trawlers, set aside more 
nursery areas for shrimp in the bays 
and adopted federal TED laws as state 
regulations to enhance enforcement. 

The seasonal closure allows shrimping 
to continue between July 15 and Decem- 
ber 1, leaving sea turtles to face more 
than 1,500 shrimp vessels that normally 
trawl the coastal waters. Some of the 
worst stranding episodes have occurred 
in October and November. 

Vietnamese Troops, Rangers 
Fight Dlegal Loggers 

Troops and armed police have joined 
forest rangers in Vietnam to combat es- 
calating violence over illegal logging and 
the trade in wild animals. The new strat- 
egy comes amid a string of gunfights and 
other incidents between forest protec- 
tion officers and illegal loggers, the latest 
of which saw two people killed. 

From 1995 to 1999, 12 forest rangers 
were killed' and 490 injured in clashes 
'witfi“iIIeg5rT3ggers and wildlife smug- 
glers. Recently the violence has increased. 
In the past eigh t months there have been 
at least four deaths in 17 armed assaults 
against forest protection officers. In one 
incident in southern Dac Lac province 
earlier this year, armed men destroyed 
forestry department vehicles and held 
three officials at gunpoint until they 
released a group of illegal loggers who 
had been arrested. 

Rangers are being trained in self-de- 
fense, but forest protection officials say 
they need increased powers to deal with 
offenders who are reportedly often pro- 
tected by powerful district and provin- 
cial officials. Environmental groups say 
Vietnam has become a major player in 
the international wildlife trade and that 
up to one million cubic meters of timber 
is illegally extracted from protected areas 
each year. 

Fee Resisters Acquitted 

Four residents of Tucson, Arizona, 
were acquitted of "Failure to Pay Fee" 
for visiting Mount Lemon in the 
Coronado National Forest. The federal 
prosecutor representing the Forest Ser- 
vice pursued the matter criminally to 
discourage those who disagree with the 
Fee-Demonstration Project and refuse 
to pay out of protest . Through th e Demo 
project, the federal agencies charge a 
use fee to park at trailheads on public 
lands. As criminal convictions require a 
higher burden of proof than civil mat- 
ters, the prosecution failed. "It is inter- 
esting that if you pay the fee, you are 
counted as a supporter of the program, 
but if you refuse to pay you are pros- 
ecuted as a criminal," said defendant 
Lynn Jacobs. "I think this is a good 
opportunity to encourage users of pub- 
lic lands to refuse to pay the Recreation 
fee. Why should we endorse this test 
program by paying to use lands that 
have always been ours?” The local 
Apache representative could not be 
reached for comment. 





StitJQWiYAcnONSCONTINUE 


by Daniel 

Three activists rappelled off the 
Morrison Bridge in downtown 
Portland, Oregon during the afternoon 
rush hour October 25, and unfurled a 
giant banner to call attention to the 
imminent mass suicide of thousands 
of indigenous U'wa people in north- 
eastern Colombia. Up to 5,000 U'wa 
have said they will walk off a cliff if 
Occidental Petroleum (Oxy), which is 
preparing to drill on a site within an- 
cestral U'wa territory, begins extract- 
ing oil on their land. As Berito Kuwar, 
President of the Traditional U'wa Au- 
thority said on May 4, 1997, "We would 
rather die, protecting everything we 
hold sacred, than lose everything that 
makes us U'wa." 

Oxy expects to find over one billion 
barrels of oil, most of which would 
probably go to the US for petrochemi- 
cal applications, particularly PVC pipe. 
The action targeted Vice President A1 
Gore because his political and finan- 
cial relationships put him in a unique 
position to pressure Occidental and 
Colombia to halt the drilling. 

Once deployed on the bridge, the 
activists were able to attach and jump 
in under five minutes, their bodies 
pulling the banner taut. Police arrived 
within 10 minutes, and eventually 
called in the fire department, rescue 
squad and county sheriff. After two 
hours and with the waning of day- 
light, the jumpers agreed to have a 
fireman rappel down to each of them 
and lower them individually into a 
waiting sheriff's boat. They were each 
charged with trespassing, disorderly 
conduct and interfering with an of- 
ficer, then released. Their arraignment 
was on December 5. 

The banner was clearly visible to driv- 
ers on the Hawthorne Bridge to the 
south, and especially to thousands of 


slow-moving 
northbound 
commuters 
on the 1-5 
M a r q u a m 
Bridge. Hun- 
dreds gath- 
ered at Water- 
front Park to 
watch the ac- 
tion, and all 
local major 
media picked 
up the story. 

The action made its way into rush hour 
traffic reports. 

Madrone, one of the jumpers, had this 
to say about the action: "Time is running 
out for the U’wa, so extreme actions like 
this are needed to wake people up. We all 
need to realize that when we drive cars 
and when we use plastics, we're directly 
contributing to the potential extinction 
of the U'wa people. Human lives are 
more valuable than oil." 

This action followed a disruption at a 
Portland Gore campaign rally Novem- 
ber 22, when activists held signs and 
screamed "Because you lie, the U'wa 
die!" To date, more than 20 Portlanders 
have been arrested for actions calling 
attention to the plight of the U'wa. 

The situation became even more 
tense as Oxy began test drilling for 
oil on U'wa land November 3 — the 
best time to get the story buried in 
pre-election weekend news. Thou- 
sands of Colombian troops remain 
on site, guarding Oxy equipment 
from leftist guerillas, and terrorizing 
U'wa residents. The U'wa are cur- 
rently organizing for a mass on-site 
mobilization, and are desperately in 
need of funds. 

For more information contact Amazon 
Watch, 20110 Rockport Way, Malibu, CA 
90265; (310) 456-1340; 456-0388 (fax); 
asoltani@igc.org; www.amazonwatch.org. 


Company machines desecrate the sacred land at the drilling site. 

The U’wa Tradional Territory, by the Numbers 

According to the U'wa Defense Project: 

•The entire nation of Colombia is roughly equal to the size of Texas and 
California combined. 

•The U'wa-defined ancestral territory is 6,100 square miles, half the size of the 
state of Maryland. 

•The U'wa territory officially recognized by the Colombian government is 850 
square miles, roughly half the size of Joshua Tree National Park. It is 14 percent of 
the size of the U'wa-defined ancestral territory. 

•An equal percentage comparison would be if the U'wa-defined ancestral 
territory were the size of the United States. In such a setting the amount of land 
officially recognized by the government as U'wa territory would equal the size 
of Florida. 


Your addiction to driving is killing the U'wa! 






U'wa Leaders Respond to 
Media Coverage 

On November 4, in response to Oc- 
cidental Petroleum’s commencement 
of drilling at the Gibraltar 1 test site, 
and the Colombian media's reporting 
that the U'wa had accepted it, the 
Association of U'wa Traditional Au- 
thorities and the U'wa Council issued 
the following statement: 

The traditional authorities of the 
sovereign U'wacommunity,Werjayas, 
and the highest U'wa council, by way 
of this document make an official 
pronouncement to the international 
and national community: We reject 
the manner in which the media, na- 
tional radio and press have informed 
the public that on November 3 at 4:00 
p.m. Occidental Petroleum of Colom- 
bia Inc., has finally, after all the incon- 
veniencespresentedbytheU'wa, been 
able to begin the drilling on the 
Gibraltar 1 well, where they will have 
‘ five months to definitely confirm if* 
hydrocarbons exist in this site which 
they expect to be larger than the 

Cusiana Reserve. 

We reject the manner in which 
this information has been presented 
through the report on the RNC News, 
which says: "The U'wa have accepted 
the exploration on the Samore Block, 
known in the high government as 
theSiriri Project. All this report does 
is damage our image, placing barri- 
ers of conflict between all sectors 
and the community in general, com- 
munities that have brought assistance 
in this peaceful fight in defense of 
our territories." 

As it is known to the U'wa commu- 
nity, and to both the national and 
international communities, the final 
drilling machinery was transported 
to the Gibraltar 1 well site. But before 
all of this, we emphasize that we have 
never accepted and never agreed, and 
always informed the media that our 
position is that we reject petroleum 
exploration and exploitation; even 
though this is not what the media 
informs the public now. What is in- 
formed by the televised media is dif- 
ferent. The company will always have 
inconveniences with the U'wa be- 
cause we will never permit that our 
highest law be violated by the Riowa 
(outsiders). 

The U'wa have never negotiated 
because it goes against our cultural 
principles, right of life and respect for 
the environment. 

The only thing that has been ac- 
complished, in Cubara on July 7, 2000, 
is an agreement between the high 
government and the U'wa which states 
the following: "conform a work com- 
mission for the explanation and evalu- 
ation of the environmental, social, 
territorial and cultural impacts of pe- 
troleum exploration in the Samore 
block and to discuss the general prob- 
lems of the U'wa community." 


B 
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CONSIDER THE SALMON: ON EATING 


HERE BEFORE 


a chant 


You say you don’t speak salmon 
but sliced thin in sushi it’s nice 
Eat— and you are eating the wild 
swallowing what you can’t imagine any 
other way 

part of the throbbing rivers 

the source of the rain god’s single sigh 

Eat— barbecued salmon 

streaked black against rosy flesh 

for the understanding of the wild 

a view from under the horizon 

Eat— and you join the great sea 

join the traffic jam of salmon road 

twenty thousand in front, twenty thousand 

behind 

twenty thousand to the side 
pushing the water wall 
in the silence of no wind 
towards the krill gardens of the arctic 
Eat— the voice of God absorbed through 
the skin 

in the deepening thunder of swimming 
the muscled understanding of direction 
know, ledge of source 
without this food we know nothing 
smoked to a toasted bagel with sweet red 
onions 

eat the knowledge of piloting with one 
purpose, 

one direction no phone calls 
no zip code 

pick up speed at the smell of your own 
river 

and poached with capers and cream 
in that fabulous French restaurant on West 
Thirteenth Street 

the tender rich sea crests on your tongue 
taste the will to survive 
the wild leaping climb home 
the possibility of broad listening beyond 
the horizon 

the eyes and ears to navigate wilderness 
Eat — so the elaborate mess of nature 
Makes elaborate sense. I 


Grizzly lived here 

before my people came 
Grizzly lived here 

before my people 
And the way that they lived, 
the way that they lived 
They could’ve lived that way forever 
They could’ve lived that way forever 
Here 

here on the brink of the world 
here on the brink of the world 


ARMED WITH VISIONS 


[erous 


Salmon lived here 

before my people came 
Salmon lived here 

before my people 
And the way that they lived, 
the way that they lived 
They could’ve lived that way forever 
They could’ve lived that way forever 
Here 

here on the brink of the world 
here on the brink of the world 


Treat each bear 


Each wolf the last, each caribou 


Gone spoor, gone scat, 


Cougar lived here 

before my people came 
Cougar lived here 

before my people 
And the way that they lived, 
the way that they lived 
They could’ve lived that way forever 
They could’ve lived that way forever 
Here 

here on the brink of the world 
here on the brink of the world 


There are no more deertrails. 


no more flyways, 


Treat each animal as sacred. 


each minute our last, 


Ghost hooves. Ghost skulls 


Death rattles and 


People lived here 

before my people came 
People lived here 

before my people 
And the way that they lived, 
the way that they lived 
They could’ve lived that way forever 
They could’ve lived that way forever 
Here 

here on the brink of the world 
here on the brink of the world 


dry bones 


Each bear walking alone 


in warm night air, 
—Gary Lawless 


■Patti Trimble 


Kirk Lumpkin 


River Totem Poems From Watershed— 
an Environmental Poetry Festival 


WATERSHED: A ridge of high land dividing two areas that 
arc drained by different river systems. Also called water 
parting. The region draining into a river, river system, or 
other body of water. A critical point that marks a 
division or a change of course, a turning point. [American 
Heritage Dictionary] 


TREE 


It is foolish 

to let a young redwood 
grow next to a house. 


Even in this 

one lifetime, 

you will have to choose 


That great calm being, 

this clutter of soup pots and books 


Contact individual poets 
by writing to the 
Warrior Poets Society. 

Send poems to: 
Warrior Poets Society 
PMB361 

108 MLK Jr. Student Union #4510 
Berkeley. CA 94720-1510 


Already the first branch-tips brush 
at the window. 

Softly, calmly, immensity taps at 
your life. 


•Jane Hirshfield 
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Since last year, some two dozen dams 
have been removed from Idaho to North 
Carolina, and at least 1 8 others are sched- 
uled to go this year. 

GM Protesters Cleared 

Greenpeace UK executive director Lord 
Peter Melchett and 27 environmental 
activists were found not guilty of caus- 
ing criminal damage after admitting to 
destroying a six and one half acre field of 
genetically modified com at WalnutTree 
Farm, Lyng, near Dereham, Norfolk, in 
England last July. The com was being 
grown as part of an experiment con- 
ducted by multinational agrochemical 
company AgrEvo, now called Aventis. 
Melchett and his co-defendants were 
arrested at the site of their dawn raid 
when a farmer called the police. They 
had been cleared of stealing the geneti- 
cally modified com by a different jury in 
April. The group said it was acting to 
protect neighboring organic crops and 
gardens from damage by genetically 
modified pollen. 

Asked if he would consider destroying 
other crops. Lord Melchett said: "We 
have no immediate plans to take further 
action. Now is the time for the chemical 
companies and Blair to act. If they don’t, 
we do not rule anything out."" 

Salmon Declared Endangered 

The wild Atlantic salmon was declared 
an endangered species in mid-Novem- 
ber by the US federal government. The 
long-awaited decision by the Fish and 
Wildlife Service and the National Ma- 
rine Fisheries Service extends federal pro- 
tection to a population that biologists 
say has dwindled to fewer than 1 50 fish. 

The listing applies on eight rivers in 
laine: the Sheepscot and Ducktrap in 
coast Maine; theNarraguagus, Pleas- 
t, EastMachias, Machias and Dennys 
l County; and Cove Brook, 
ibutary of the lower Penobscot. On 
three rivers equipped with traps or 
ly 27 adult salmon were counted 
_ ating upstream to spawn this year. 
Jamie R. Clark, director of the US Fish 
and Wildlife Service, said federal protec- 
tion was critical because less than 10 
percent of the fish needed to ensure the 
long-term survival of wild salmon are 
returning to the rivers. 

Under the law, the two agencies will 
review any federal project or action that 
might affect the fish. The government 
also will scrutinize any activity on pri- 
vate land that involves a federal permit 
or federal funding. 

Fish farms on the Maine coast, which 
are required to obtain permits under the 
Clean Water Act, will be a top priority for 
federal review, because biologists believe 
that escaped farm salmon can get into 
salmon rivers and compete for limited 
habitat, pass diseases to wild fish or 
breed with them and dilute their genetic 
integrity. The aquaculture industry has 
refused to stop using European strains of 
salmon, which grow faster than native 
fish and allow fish farms in Maine to 
compete with foreign operations. 



Music Review 



Danny Gives Robert Hoyt’s Latest a Spin 


by Danny Dolinger 

In my not-so-humble opinion, Rob- 
ert Hoyt is the best songwriter/musi- 
cian to ever grace a campfire (sorry, 
Woody). He is easily as dedicated to 
his craft as anyone I know and devot- 
edly meticulous about his music. 

Robert's gifts for great music 
wrapped around cunning, insight- 
ful lyrics are well showcased on his 
second album, Dumpster Diving 
Across America. The engaging, 
thoughtful delivery of songs that 
really mean something is an excel- 
lent study in what a folk album can 
be. It is, however, the raw fire of his 
first effort, As American as You, that 
made me an aggressive champion 
of this man's music. 

The fierce brimstone 
hammerings of "Apple 
Pie" and "Hot Little 
Corner," (either one 
ripe for a rendition by 
Motorhead or Ani) or 
the slow burn of songs 
like "It's One of Ours," 
wrap my heart in foil 
and stuff it into the 
embers overnight. 

This album has been 
#1 on my charts with 
little competition for 
10 years. 

With these two works 
to his credit, it should 
be no surprise to any- 
one that Robert’s latest, 

Mind's Eye is a five-star- 
plus recording. It is rich 
with finesse and fire, the 
fire of the deep woods 
in the deep night. 

Those who pine for 
the pyrotechnics and 
over-the-top rantings, 
chantings and mayhem 
of the rowdy campfire 
will no doubt spin this one at keg 
parties, roundly ignore it and find 
that it generously scratches that ex- 
quisite Rendezvous itch. Those who 
yearn for the quiet, precious listen- 
ing moments of a late, late, late night 
campfire, when the rowdiest of the 
rowdy have run out of steam, when 
even coyote is quietly resting (or 
passed out) just outside the circle of 
firelight, and when stellar invoca- 
tions of musical magic, beauty and 
reason are offered up to Gaia, the 
Universe and those wise enough or 
blindly lucky enough to be in the 
right place at the right time, take 
heed. Buy this album! Resist the urge 
to slam it into your stereo at the 
office while munching a veggie 
burrito and tapping at a keyboard 
with a phone jammed between your 
shoulder and your ear. Wait! Wait. 

Listen to this album for the first 
time in a sacred space, a hot candlelit 
bath or maybe lounged out with loved 
ones around the wood stove or fire- 
place. Collect all the yummy, relax- 
ing things you need so you don't 


have to move, unplug from your life 
for 45 minutes and listen. 

Prepare to take a joyous romp 
through an ominous place. "Valley 
of the Shadow" sets the stage for this 
journey. Clean, uncluttered, simple 
yet sophisticated instrumentation; re- 
ally clever lead and harmony vocal 
lines support and enhance Robert's 
thoughtful and intelligent lyrics. 
There are lots of songs about looking 
for the light at the end of the tunnel; 
this one looks back into the black- 
ness very honestly, but from the 
blessed, happy safety and sunlight of 
the other side. As with every song on 
Mind's Eye, the music sounds amaz- 
ingly like the subject matter. I really 
think that every aspect of this album 


is right, all the components are rock 
solid, but what most astounds me is 
how gorgeously and unobtrusively 
the music supports the message of 
every song, a brilliant balance of 
Robert's gifts for studio perfection 
and campfire simplicity. Robert Hoyt 
is the Lennon and McCartney of the 
artists listed in the Earth First! Jour- 
nal, and this album is the best of 
Revolver and Rubber Soul combined. 

If you're familiar with Robert's live 
performances and you're listening 
with your sweetheart, the first sweet 
soulful strummings of the second 
song, "This Star," will instinctively 
cause you to draw closer together. 
"Take a picture and hold it in your 
mind's eye, so when the walls close 
in you can still see the sky, there are 
so few things on which you can de- 
pend, but you can count on this star 
to shine without end." I am an un- 
abashed mush puppy who loves songs 
that are so gooey you can't help but 
get some on you and this is one of my 
very favorites. 

"This Star” is also a Cove/Mallard 


song, one of three on the album, 
and a political prisoner song as well. 
The "walls closing in" are prison 
walls, but if you didn't know, you 
wouldn't guess. In fact the main 
critique I could make is that one or 
two of the topical songs might not 
quite have enough information for 
the uninitiated — "Jack Road," for in- 
stance. However, if you have ever 
been a part of a long-term occupa- 
tion campaign anywhere, you'll un- 
derstand at a core level, and it will 
break your heart. So will "Red River," 
and if there's a nitpicky little bit of 
detail missing from one or two songs, 
Robert's mastery of the broad and 
cryptic stroke glows like a tomb- 
stone under a full moon on "Ocilla 
You Sleepy Little 
Town." This song will 
leave your asking ques- 
tions you don't really 
want answered. Not 
one wasted detail, not 
one wasted word, not 
one wasted note on 
Mind's Eye. 

"Lonely Road" and 
"Old Shawnee" are 
healthy, wholesome un- 
requited love songs. The 
music is so upbeat, these 
songs salve the wounds 
we all know so well, get 
you on your feet danc- 
ing and back in the 
game. "Swamp" and 
"Little Tree" will take 
you to two very differ- 
ent places outside of 
Babylon. "Stop Go," 
"Christopher Street," "I 
Hate Money" and "In- 
dentured Class" all roll 
up their sleeves and get 
to the root of the matter 
as only a Robert Hoyt 
song can. 

No "Hot Little Corner" on this one, 
but it doesn't belong here. Not one 
rant, yet what this album lacks in 
blood-boiling anger it more than 
makes up for in the clarity, reason, 
sadness, joy and hope of the spirit of 
the campfire just before dawn. And if 
you work for justice in any arena, 
"Your Rules" oughta fully get your 
dander up to write a letter to your 
congressperson... or maybe some- 
thing a little more passionate. As 
American As You has slipped to num- 
ber 2 on my charts. Mind's Eye is by 
far the better album. Everyone who 
contributed to this album has my 
immense admiration and respect. Get 
the album and find out who they are 
for yourselves. If you love acoustic 
guitar and words that mean some- 
thing, this album will stand up to 
anything you've ever heard. Mind's 
Eye is truly a masterpiece. Thank you 
Robert. Job well done. 

To order Mind's Eye send $12 for a 
tape or $17 for a compact disk to the 
Earth First! Journal, FOB 1415, Eugene, 
OR 97440. 
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Minnehaha “Trees and Water” 
CD— $12! 










m* 


Ned Mudd 

5 


‘f.u.b.a.r. america” 





Velcro Sheep 
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Casey Neill “Casey Neill” 
CD — $17 


Jim Page “Whose World is This” 
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Consolidated “Dropped” 
CD— $10 
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Alice Di Micele ‘Too Controversial 

TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 


[visions of a warrior 


*0> owvsC itej ifjjbtJUj 


Joanne Rand “The Monkey Puzzle 
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New! Spirit Dog “Visions of a Warrior” 
CD — $10 (all proceeds benefit the EF!J) 
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Peg Millett “Clear Horizon 
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Judi Bari “Who Bombed Judi Ban?” 
CD— $17 
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Dana Lyons “Cows With Guns 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
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Danny Dolinger “Rome Wasn’t David Rovics “Live at Club 
Burnt in a Day” CD — $17 Passim” CD — $17 

Yeehah! The long-awaited 2nd edition. 
Earth First! Direct Action Manuals are 
here, $10. Wrench on, friends! 

CONTACT US FOR A COPY OF OUR FULL MERCHANDISE CATALOG, WITH MORE 
MUSIC, HATS, T-SHIRTS, CAPS, STICKERS, BOOKS AND MUCH MORE. 
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I EF! Merchandise Order Form 

20th Anniversary of the EF!J I description color size price 

It's not too late! BOOK — $7.95 I _._Z 
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Walkin' Jim Stoltz “Oh, What a Life” TAPE — $9 
$ETH! “Militant Autonomous Zone (M.A.Z.)” TAPE — $10 
Timothy Hull “Dragons on the Road” TAPE — $12 
Greg Keeler “Bad Science Fiction” TAPE — $9 
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-Make checks payable to the Earth First! Journal, POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440. 

Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. Questions? Call (541) 344-8004, Mondays .9-11. 
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Hear ye. Hear 

Political Prisoner Listings 

Eco-Defense 

•Ted Kaczynski, #04475-046, POB 8500, Florence, CO 81226-8500. 

•Wiebo A. Ludwig, Grand Cache Institution, Bag 4000, Grand Cache, 

Alberta, TOE 0Y0, Canada. 

•Jeffrey Luers (Free) #1306729, 101 W 5th Street, Eugene, OR 97401. Awaiting trial on 
arson charges. 

•Craig Marshall (Critter), POB 50263, Eugene, OR 97405. Took a deal and is serving 66 
months for attempted arson and other charges). 

•Betty Krawcyzk, Burnaby Correctional Facility for Women, 7900 Fraser Park Dr., 
Burnaby, BC V5J 5H1 Canada. Serving one year for blocking a road whilst trying to stop 
logging in the Elaho. 

•Nikos Maziotis, c/o Dafni Vaganou, Ozortz 3, 10689 Athens, Greece. Serving 15 years 
for bombing the Greek Ministry of Industry in protest of an attempt by TVX-Gold to 

build a factory in Strymonikos Bay. — — 

New: ELP North America 

June 18/May Day pob ii33i, Eugene, or 97440 

•Robert Thaxton #12112716, OSP, 2605 State St., Salem, OR 97310. Serving seven years 
for throwing a rock at a policeman in self-defense. Currently in solitary confinement for 
unknown reasons. Call OSP to inquire more information (503) 378-2453. 

•Kuldip Bajwa (DN7230), HMP Brixton, Jebb Avenue, Brixton, London, 

SW2 5XF, England (21 months). 

•Michael Collins, FR6303, H.M. Prison, PO Box 757, Heathfield Road, London, 

SW18 3HS, England (2 years). 

•Nikki Koole, FB6530, HMYOI Feltham, Middx, TW13 4ND, England (9 months). 
•Angel Makoly FB4689 HMYOI Onley, Rugby CV23 8AP England (24 months). 

•Paul Revell, FR5599, H.M. Prison, PO Box 757, Heathfield Road, London, SW18 
3HS, England (18 months). 

•Simone Sabeddu, FB2520, HMYOI Feltham, Bedfont Road, Feltham, Middx TW13 
4ND, England (14 months). 

•Darren Sole, DN9381, HMP Highpoint, Suffolk, CB8 9YG England (12 months). 

•Kevin Townsend, FR6275, H.M. Prison, PO Box 757, Heathfield Road, London, 

SW18 3HS, England (9 months). 

•Darryl Walker, FR5483, H.M. Prison, PO Box 757, Heathfield Road, London, SW18 3HS, 
England (15 months). 

•Gareth Williams, FT7291, HMP Pentonville London, N7 8TT, England (6 months). 


Animal Liberation 

•Jeremy Parkin, 3365 South 900 West, Salt Lake City, UT 841 19. Recently arrested and 
being charged with ALF activity. For more information, http://freejeremy.uarc.com. 
•Aaron Rudra, PB 43, 5726 Vaksdal, Norway. Sentenced to 10 
months for an arson attack against a slaughterhouse in Bergen. 

•Barry Horne, VC2141, HMP Belmarsh, Western Way, Thamesmead, 

London, SE28 0EB, England. Serving 18 years for various anti- vivisection 
arsons and attempted arsons. 

•Darren Cole, FN4694, HMP Blakenhurst, Howell Lane, Redditch, Worcs, 

BN7 6QS, England. Awaiting trial for an anti-live exports bomb hoax at 
Dover Docks. 

•Mel Broughton, DJ8216, HMP The Mount, Molyneaux Ave, Bovingdon, 

Hemel Hempstead, Herts, HP3 0NZ, England. Sentenced to four years 
imprisonment for conspiracy to cause explosions. 

•Tony Humphries. AP7965, HMP Swaleside, Brabazon Rd, Eastchurch, 

Sheemess, Kent, ME12 4DZ, UK. Sentenced to seven years for conspiracy 
to cause explosions plus two years concurrent for possession of explosives. 

•David Elliot, HMP Chelmsford, Springfield Rd., Chelmsfield CM2 6LQ, England. 
Serving two months for an alleged assault on a police officer during a hunt sabotage. 
•Mark Kulsdom, Blegdamfejens Faengsel, Blegdamsvej 6, 2200 Copenhagen N, Den- 
mark. Dutch ALF activist serving 10 months for releasing 8,000 mink from a fur farm in 
Denmark. 

•Robert Molenaar, Vestre Faengsel, cel 408, Vigerslev Alle 1, 2450 Copenhagen SV, 
Denmark. Serving same sentence as above. 


Indigenous Land Rights 

•Leonard Peltier #89637-132, POB 1000, Leavenworth, KS 66048 

•Robert Wilson (Standing Deer) #640289, Pack Unit 1, 2400 Wallace Pack Rd. Navasota, 

TX 77869. While in jail, he exposed government plot to kill Peltier. 


__ _ f All ye buccaneers interested in how the Earth First! Journal sails, 

far • Journal we're looking for input on format, any general ideas and a few brave 
' scalawags to crew the Journal in Tucson. Send yer two bits to EF!, POB 

in Tucson 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702 or come to Pirate Island for the Organizers' 

Conference. The lily-livered need not apply! 


Against Patriarchy Conference 

The aim of this conference is to focus directly upon Patriarchy and our roles within 
it. Through presentation, dialogue, and performance, we hope to broach these 
questions seriously and playfully, with intellect and emotion. The goal is an 
increased understanding of our lives under Patriarchy and how we might change it, 

so that we may one day live in a world where love rules over power and trust is valued 

over manipulation. 

/HAT? "AGAINST PATRIARCHY: A Step Toward The Abolitic 
lege" — a 3 day conference/punkfest for men and women 
/HERE? University of Oregon campus 
•WHEN? January 26th (Friday) to the 28th (Sunday), 2001 
CONTACT INFO? AP Collective, POB 10661, Eugene, 
3atriarchy@fruitiondesign.com; www.fruitiondesigri.cor 

- - ' - - -■ 




ye. Hear ye... 


Shut Down the FTAA: April 2001 

April 2001, Quebec City has the dubious honor of hosting the Summit 
of the Americas, which brings together all the so-called leaders of North, 
Central and South America (except Cuba). For a few days, Quebec will be 
turned into a militarized zone as these heads of state, and their big business 
pals, gather for a series of meetings, photo-ops and posh dinners. 

The stated purpose of Summit meeting is to put the final touches on the 
Free Trade Area of the Americas Agreement (FTAA) which aims to extend 
the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) to the entire hemi- 
sphere. The FTAA is supposed to be adopted no later than 2005. 

Like the WTO, IMF, WB, APEC and the rest of the insidious alphabet 
soup, the FTAA is another engine — in the form of a "free" trade accord — 
which drives capitalist globalization. 

In the spirit of Seattle, and the anti-IMF/WB demonstrations in Washing- 
ton on A16/17, we've started to organize to make sure the Summit is 
effectively short-circuited. We want to go beyond symbolic protest or 
reformism to making sure the Summit of the Americas is shut down. 

We are still determining the exact framework of our network or coalition, 
but we'd like to encompass as many groups and individuals as possible, 
representing and respecting a variety of tactics, while stressing decentrali- 
zation, autonomy and affinity as organizing principles. We wish to 
creatively, effectively and militantly oppose the FTAA, as opposed to 
engaging in lobbying or reformist strategies. The shut down is envisioned 
as part of a larger campaign of awareness raising, popular education and 
skill sharing which complements existing organizing efforts. 

For more information contact: (514) 526-8946; lombrenoire@tao.ca; 
www.tao.ca/~stopftaa. 


Blade Runner: "Stop The Crop" 

VHS 22 minutes $25 (includes domestic shipping) 

As outrage towards genetically engineered crops and Monsanto grows, so does 
the world movement to destroy biotech crops wherever they are grown. Follow 
small bands of "blade runners" as they set out to sabotage biotech crop fields, and 
take over Monsanto's PR headquarters... watch the movement grow to hundreds 
of citizens, even aliens, as they rip apart field after field of GE crops. "This video 
will spawn thousands of actions! Monsanto doesn't Want this to get out in the 
US!" Send $25 Check or Money Order made payable to: fetlVjstFront, 3400 W. 
111th St. #154, Chicago, IL 60655 


’ 

Earth First! Radio Show 

■ 

on Free Radio Asheville 


111*1 


mm 


The EF! Radio Show is a project 
of EF!ers in Asheville, North Caro- 
lina. Broadcasted every Friday from 
6-8:00p.m. on Free Radio Asheville 
107.5 FM, we play music from EF! 
musicians and others with social/ 
environmental lyrical content. We 
also feature taped commentary 
from such folx as Ralph Nader, 
Dave Foreman, Winona LaDuke, 
etc. While we've got an extensive 
selection of spoken word record- 
ings, but we could use some mu- 
sic! Any tape or CD contributions 
would be greatly appreciated. Send 
donations to EF!, POB 1485, 
Asheville, NC 28802 



CONCERNED 
SINGLES 
NEWSLETTER 

inks compatible, 
socisly conscious 
smglMwhocsn 
about thsMrth, 
ihaanvmjnmant, 
andah«atthy«ocMty. 
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Writers Needed 

The Raven Review, an independent, 
student-managed newspaper at 
Prescott College, seeks free-lance 
manuscripts. We are particularly in- 
terested in hard-hitting, but well-re- 
searched and fair feature articles (1200- 
1600) words on environmental issues 
in the American Southwest. Accom- 
panying photos encouraged. Send 
manuscripts or queries to: The Raven 
Review, Prescott College, 220 Grove 
Ave., Prescott AZ 86301 . Call 520 778- 
2090 ext. 2261 for information 


National Space 

QgP^ 

Cotiter 




Huntsville; Alabama 

March 1 6-1 8. 200 1 


Join us at the home of the 
Army's Space & Missile Defense 
Command where space weapons 
and the nuclear rocket 
are being developed. 


| £ Nuclear Power in Space] 

PO totfSOSS • Sainesvate, FL32607 
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and Buffalo Head (not pictured 
*4 Sizes: S,M,L,X 
Specify style and size when 
ordering, designs posted at 
website. 

Buffalo Field Campaign, POB 
957, West Yellowstone, MT 
59758; (406) 646-0070; (406) 
646-0071 (fax); 
buffalo@wildrockies.org; 
www.wildrockies.org/buffalo/ 
teez.html. 


Hear y 


Find out why the 
eco-yuppies grovel. 
www.MBNAsucks.oig 
MBNA -a strange 6 
dangerous corporation. 


Cove/Mallard Strategy Session: 
February 3-4, Missoula, Montana 


Bring your creative ideas to share with others, or send them to us. The Cove/Mallard 
Coalition is at a critical point in our 10-year history. We need to make decisions on how 
to continue and be a more effective group. New threats to the Northern Rockies include 
massive salvage sales in the Bitteroots. We need new energy and dedicated office folks, 
as well as higher participation in our field campaigns. Contact the Cove/Mallard 
Coalition at cove@moscow.com or call at 406-523-5577 or 208-882-9755 or write us at 
POB 8968, Moscow, Id 83843 for exact time and location or to send us your ideas. 

Destruction started at the Mackey Day Timber Sale in late September, after the 
National Marine Fisheries Service finally rolled over and gave the go ahead for this ugly 
project. In the middle of October we received word from the Forest Service that Shearer 
Lumber Products would conduct logging operations on the Otter-Wing timber sale for 
the duration of the winter logging season. The coalition organized a successful 
demonstration at Region 1 Forest Service Headquarters in Missoula on November 11. 
About 40 folks, including three Forest Action Network folks from B.C., braved freezing 
temperatures to demand that the Forest Service buy back the Otter-Wing and Mackey 
Day timber sales. 


February 7-9 (Winter Rendezvous Feb. 10-11) 

Pirate Island, Tampa Bay, Florida 

Meetings, boating, camping swimming more meeting 
Travel cash requests for bioregion reps. Due by January 7. 
Please RSVP (required) so we know how many 
people we have to transport (hint: you cant drive there). 

A Night to Howl is Tuesday night 
(Feb. 6) in Tampa. If you want rides 
fr° m the' airport, fly into 
— Tampa. Bring boats and 

ClearwaterEF@juno.com 




The Corporate Consensus 

A Guide to the Institutions of Global Power 


by George Draffan (www.endgame.org). 
This manual describes the origination of 
corporate rule and explains corporate 
bodies and trade agreements which have 
risen to power: WTO, IMF, World Bank, 
GATT, NAFTA... 

•$5 per copy to cover printing and 
postage/$3 per copy volume discount 
for 49 (1 box) or more 
•If you can't afford a copy but will put 
it to good use, send for one anyway 
Make checks or money orders out to 
League of Wilderness Defenders, send to 
Blue Mountains Biodiversity Project, 
HCR-82, Fossil, Oregon 97830 


Now Available! 


B Who Says You Can’t 
Change the World? 

Check out E/The Environmental Magazine and learn 
how you can make a difference in your world! 


' %M7" he,her you want to simply “green up” your own personal life- 
I T ▼ style — or join in efforts to clean up oceans, save wildlife, or 
'eliminate pesticides from our food — E will inform and inspire you 
6 times per year! 


E covers the "big” issues, like global warming, the state of our oceans, and the 
impacts of growing population — ail with contact information so you can plug into 
efforts to turn the tide. PLUS, E ' s “Green Living” departments will provide you 
with loads of information and ideas for living more in harmony with the Earth. 

“Where have I been to miss such an outstanding publication?” 

— Dean Whitehead, West Hollywood, CA 


* M • Send me my FREE 

| JL .Hi • trial issue of E/The 

Environmental Magazine. If I like it, I can 
| subscribe for one year (6 issues) for only 
_ $ 19.95. If not. I’ll just return the subscription 
| invoice marked “cancel" and return it to you. 

I The FREE issue is mine to keep with no cost 
or obligation to me. 


CITY, STATE. ZIP 


E Magazine, P.O. Box 2047, Marion, OH 43305 

For Faster Service Call 1-800-967-6572! 


Northwest Anarchist 
Prisoner's Support Network 

The NAPSN has been formed to deal 
with the increasing level of police and 
state repression of the growing anar- 
chist and revolutionary current in the 
Northwest. As the level of resistance 
increases, it becomes more important 
than ever to support those comrades 
who are held captive by the state due to 
their beliefs and actions. 

Our goal is to provide financial and 
emotional support and revolutionary 
solidarity to our comrades and allies in 
the Northwest, including correspond- 
ing with prisoners, raising funds 
through benefits and raising public 
awareness by publishing their written 
words and facts on their situations. 

We won't let them take another 
down without a fight 

For a copy of our newsletter, Breaking 
the Chains, send a stamp to us at POB 
11331, Eugene, OR 97440. Donations 
of well concealed cash and stamps are 
also appreciated (sorry, no checks). 


MASHH Wilderness First Responder Course 

Medicine for Activists Seeking Health and Healing (MASHH) is an- 
nouncing a Wilderness First Responder course geared for activists 
involved in forest defense and frontline direct action. The course will be 
held near Garberville, California, starting February 23 (tentative). This 
is a 10-day course with the option of two days extra training for activists. 
The cost for the course will be $500, although there may be a couple of 
scholarships available. A deposit of $150 is due by January 15. Sign up 
now, space is limited and will fill up fast. If you are reading this after 
January 15, call now as there may still be room for you to participate. 
You will receive textbooks for study prior to the course when you send 
in your deposit. 

Skill in emergency medicine is a crucial skill to have in our collective 
toolbox. It is becoming imperative that more of us know how to respond 
in emergency situations where lives are at risk. You will learn the 
language of the Emergency Medical System, Patient Assessment System, 
and receive CPR-PRO certification. 

The course is rigorous and demanding but completely worth the time 
and effort. Total in-class instruction time averages 70-90 hours, with 
multiple daily scenario trainings in the field. You have the option of two 
extra (free) days to learn extra rope work, Street Medic Training and 
Herbal First Aid! Please contact the MASHH Clinic for more information. 
mashh@wildrockies.org or 503/892-5820. Send deposits to POB 80793, 
Portland, OR 97280 
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'Take a stand 

for public land! 


Join the Southern Appalachian 
Biodiversity Project today! 

The Southern Appalachian Biodiversity 
Project, a regional citizens organization 
dedicated to the defense and restoration 
of native biodiversity, seeks permanent 
protection for public lands through legal 
advocacy, education and organizing. We 
also publish Wild .‘Afountamyimcs, the 
environmental voice of the southern 
Appalachian bioregion. 

Basic membership is $25 and includes a 
subscription to the Wild ^Mountain Times 
(6 issues). A low income membership is 
also available for $10. 


SUBSCRIBE TO THE 




Longest running English language anarchist piMIcation in 
American history 

Frequency; Quarterly 
Page* 20-32 

Format Tabloid 1 

Subscription Price; USA - SlO-four itiUM; I 
Foreign - $12; Prisoner* & Qs - Free; / 

Corporations & government agenctes-$200 
First published in 1%5 as part of the "under- 
ground press movement.'' it is the sole re- 
maining paper from that era. It is known for / 
its trenchant indictments of the political j ^y\C 
state and capitalism, but also of technology 
and civilization. An FBI document once 
described the Fifth Estate as "supporting 
the cause of revolution everywhere," a 
chargr to which wc fervently admit. A 
typical issue contains articles on the i 

theory and practice of anti-authoritarian / 
liberation as well aa reviews, poetry, 
lively debates in the letters columns, and j 
the best in photography, cartoons, & art. 
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SOOmejVJ APRALACttAN 
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PO Box 3141'Asheville, NC 28802 
828'258'2<j<57 

sabp@sabp.net - www.sabp.net 
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"Terrain's clean layout, 
clear writing and sharp 
editing have made it the 
perfect candidate to 
become a voice for 
national environmental 
awareness." 

— Independent Press 
Association 


Standing 
Our Ground 

A s the environmental 
crisis grows in this 
country, few publications 
are holding the line. 

Terrain does the job. 

That's why our coverage 
earned a 1999 Project 
Censored award for 
excellence in 
underreported stories. 


To subscribe, please call the 
Ecology ■■ Center in Berkeley, 
California: (S10) 548-2220 x221. 

Special discount: $12 annual sub- 
scription if you mention Earth 
First! when you call. 


siiN&Smr 



Available Now! 


$5 each • 4 /$16 • 8 $30 • post pd 

A 160 page, pocket day planner with radical historical 
notes, phone book, menstrual calendar, contact list & more 

Mail concealed cash or checks to: 

Slingshot Collective 

3124 Shattuck Av* * Berkeley, CA 94705 • 510 540-0751 


You Make the Call 
Support the Earth First! Journal 


_ EarthPhone 


Supjxjrt Earth First J Journal with every long-distance call you make. Sign up for 
Affinity Long Distance and get top-quality service, competitive rates, and the satisfaction 
of knowing that 5% of your bill goes to this enviio-rag each month. Sign up online: 

http://home.sprintmail.com/~sfreedkin/earthphone 

or contact Steve at 510-644-2778 orSteve@lnternetAddress.com; or call Affinity 
directly at 800-670-0008 and give these codes to credit Earth First/ Journal: 

Org #671050-000 • Rep #141-0142-85 
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To t "order VtdeoDc- leek out uur ureh site 

TcJhh*' . ■■ ■■jl-.w T* F 


u/u/u/miikrThnih^S.orf 

Co/ HAVC - P.O.Box 2?98 Rediv\y CA 95560 
or request info froh* HJ5-820-t63$ 


Green Anarchy #3 

This issues covers the World Bank/IMF protests in 
Prague, Anarchy at SI 1 in Melbourne, tips for the 4j 

avant gardener, an update on the landless move- A*. 
ment in Bolivia, the Victory Gardens Project, 
plus a reprint of the GA primer. Also the latest I*" - " 
on ecodefense, animal lib and prisoner news. ^ 
Recommended for all Greens and Anarchists. 

Only $2 per issue or $10 for a five-issue subscrip- 
tion, POB 11331, Eugene, OR 97440, USA. 


r.\ 1 



How ‘bout a subscription to Earth First!, the Radical Environmental Journal? 


clip and send to: 

Earth First! Journal-subscriptions, POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440 USA 

O $500 Lifetime Subscription 

M CD $25 Regular Rate CD $35 Surface Mai 

CD $20 Low Income/Non Profit/Library CD $35 Air Mail, G 

CD $35 Anonymous Envelope (1st class) CD $45 Air Mail, Inte 

CD $ DONATION O $45 Corporate 


CD $35 Surface Mail, International (US$) h k f f 
O $35 Air Mail, Canada or Mexico CD merch catalog 
CD $45 Air Mail, International (US$, no foreign checks) 
o $45 Corporate or Law Enforcement Rate 


Subscriber Name 


Address . 


State 


Credit Card Orders 

Visa/MC (circle one) 

Card # 

Exp. date (month/year) _ 

Country _ 


The Earth First! Journal subscription list is confidential and never traded. If you use an alias, make sure that the 
post office knows that you, or someone, is getting mail at your address under that name or it may not be delivered. 
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Earth First! Directory 


ALA BAM A 

University of Alabama EF! 

POB 860997, Tuscaloosa, AL 35486 

UA-Earthfirst@antisocial.com 

ALASKA 

Michael A. Lewis 

POB 80073, Fairbanks, AK 99708 

Alaska Action Center 

(907) 56-EARTH; akaction@alaska.com 

ARIZONA 

Arizona Wildlands Museum 
POB 24988, Tempe, AZ 85285 
Tucson EF! 

POB 3412, Tucson, AZ 85722 

az_earth_first@hotmail.com 

Ponderosa Wingnuts 

2155 E. Maple #17, Flagstaff, AZ 86004 

(520) 774-6542 

Wildfire Infoshop 

POB 23552, Flagstaff, AZ 86002 

wildfireinfoshop@yahoo.com 

Phoenix EF! 

phoenixef@excite.com 

CAL IFORN IA 

Sierra EF! 

228 Commercial St, Dept. #174 
Nevada City, CA 95959 
Tahoe EF! 

POB 1635, Kings Beach, CA 96143 
(775) 831-7799x3378 
earthffirst@sierTanevada.edu 
Davis EF!/FOW-Cascadia 
(530) 753-1678 
Fairfax Action Team 
POB 393, Lagunitas, CA 94938 
Bay Area EF! 

POB 83, Canyon, CA 94516 
hotline/message (510) 848-8724 
Santa Cruz EF!/EF! Radio 
POB 344, Santa Cmz, CA 95061 
(831) 425-3205; cruzef@cmzio.com 
Sequoia EF! 

POB 1108, Exeter, CA 93221 
exetrade@aol.com 
Santa Barbara EF! 

POB 12799, Santa Barbara, CA 93107 
(805) 961-2516; sbef@rain.org 
Action Resource Center 
POB 2104, Venice, CA 90294 
(310) 396-3254, fax 392-9965 
arcla@enviroweb.org 
Alluvial EF! 

POB 77027, #102, Pasadena, CA 91107 
(909) 422-1637 
Mojave EF! 

POB 492, Lancaster, CA 93584 
( 805 ) 948-6291 
Peninsular Ranges EF! 

POB 4738, Irvine, CA 92616-4738 
Southcoast EF! 

POB 1463, Fullerton, CA 92836 

COLORADO 

San Juan EF! 

POB 3204, Durango, CO 81302 
Wilderness Defense! 

POB 460101, Aurora, CO 80046-0101 
fax (617) 687-2598 
wildernessdefense@email.com 
Art Goodtimes 

POB 1008, Telluride, CO 81435 
Tim Haugen 

POB 81, Gulnare, CO 81042 
Gunnison Basin EF! 

POB 592, Crested Butte, CO 81224 
Culebra EF! 

POB 762, San Luis, CO 81152 
afr@amigo.net 

F LORIDA 

Big Bend EF! 

POB 20582, Tallahassee, FL 32316 
(904) 421-1559 
Clearwater EF! 

POB 17838, Clearwater, FL 33762 
(727) 538-9050 
clearwaterEF@juno.com 
Gainesville/Ichetucknee EF! c/o CMC 
1021 W. University Ave 
Gainesville, FL 32601; (352) 373-0010 
gainesvilleEF@ziplip.com 
Alachua EF! 

POB 1638, Alachua, FL 32616 
(904) 462-3374 
Lake Worth EF! 

POB 961, Lake Worth, FL 33460 

littleprincel@juno.com 

GEORGIA 

Students for Environmental Awareness 
U of G, Tate Center, Athens, GA 30602 
Katuah Foothills EF! 

POB 608, Athens, GA 30603 

HAWAII 

Oceandream Media Foundation 
POB 1440, Hanalei, HI 96714 
(808) 826-1711 

IDAHO 

Cove/Mallard Coalition 
POB 8968, Moscow, ID 83483 
(208) 882-9755; fax 883-0727 
cove@moscow.com 

ILLINOIS 

Chicago EF! c/o The Autonomous Zone 
1573 N. Milwaukee Ave. #420 
Chicago, 1L 60622 
(773) 252-6019; azone@wwa.com 
Red Gate EF! 

3400 W. 111th St #154, Chicago, 1L 60655 
friends@enteract.com 


Shawnee EF! 

913 S. Illinois, Carbondale, IL 62901 

(618) 351-0312; sprklblu@siu.edu 

The Brokedowns 

857 Illinois Ave, Elgin, IL 60120 

grozzybrokedown@hotmail.com 

INDIANA 

Buffalo Trace EF! 

POB 3503, Bloomington, IN 47402 

IOWA 

Prairie Fire EF! 

POB 1284, Dubuque, IA 52004-1284 

prairiefireef@hotmail.com 

K A NSAS 

Tornado Alley Resistance 
(913) 568-9525; tyezart@yahoo.com 

MAINE 
Maine EF! 

5089 Fox Hill Rd, Athens, ME 04912 

MASSACHUSETTS 
Mass EF! 

POB 35, Montague, MA 01351 
Mass Direct Action 
POB 484, Somerset, MA 02726 
Jon Chance 

72 Peterborough St, Apt. 31 
Boston, MA 02215; (617) 859-8155 

MIC HLGAN 

World Tree Peace Center 
POB 50814, Kalamazoo, MI 49005 
(616) 383-9317 
Huron River Valley EF! 

POB 1735, Ann Arbor, MI 48106 
Forests Forever 

POB 493, Traverse City, MI 49685 

MINNESOTA 

Forest Ecosystems Action Group 
2441 Lyndale Ave So., Mpls, MN 55405 
(612) 450-9178; paarise@mtn.org 
Big Woods EF! 

POB 580936, Mpls, MN 55458-0936 
(612) 362-3387; bigwoodsef@hotmail.com 
Wilderness First! 

POB 16075, St. Paul, MN 55116 
wdurness@aol.com 
Boundary Waters EF! 

7908 Minnetonka Blvd 

St. Louis Park, MN 55426 

(612) 719-7000; smgbecker@aol.com 

MISSOURI 

Ray O. McCall 

Rt 1 Box 89, Mountain Grove, MO 65711 
Pink Planarians 

POB 7653, Columbia, MO 65205-7653 
(573) 443-6832 

Chinquapin Resistance /Confluence 
POB 63232, St. Louis, MO 63163 
(314) 773-2842 
MONTANA 
Wild Rockies EF! 

POB 9286, Missoula, MT 59807 
Yellowstone EF! 

POB 6151, Bozeman, MT 59715 
NEBRASKA 

Environmental Resource Center 
370 Bordeaux Rd, Chadron, NE 69337 
(308) 432-3458 

NEVADA 

Western Shoshone Defense Project 
POB 211106, Crescent Valley, NV 89821 
(702) 468-0230; wsdp@igc.org 
NEW HAMPSHIRE 
New Hampshire EF! 

POB 263, North Hampton, NH 03862 

N- EW JKRSEY 

Green Vigilance 

46 E. Monroe, Mt Holly, NJ 08060 
(609) 265-0392 
North Jersey EF! 

58 Warren Road, West Orange, NJ 07052 

(973) 731-2162; dlstraught@aol.com 

NEW MEXIC O 

New Mexico Direct Action 

actionnm@yahoo.com 

NEW YORK 

NYC EF! c/o Wetlands Preserve 
161 Hudson St, NY, NY 10013 
(212) 966-4831; fax 925-8715 
adam@wetlands-preserve.org 
Foghorn 

POB 889, Westhampton Beach, NY 11978 
(516) 288-2688 
Love Canal EF! 

(716) 282-7777 
OFF! 

SUNY, Binghamton, NY, 13902-6000 

(607) 777-2050; offeditor@hotmail.com 

Earth Human Animal Alliance 

Sarah Lawrence College 

1 Mead Way, Bronxville, NY 10708-9902 

paralipsis@crosswinds . net 

Project Harmony 

216 W. 122 St, NY, NY 10027 

(212) 662-2878; haja216@aol.com 

More Gardens! Coalition 

50 Avenue B, NY, NY 10009 

Natural Island Ecocollective 

POB 237, East Setauket, NY 11733 

naturalislandecocollective@hotmail.com 

NORTH CAROLINA 

Balaclava Clad Distro 

Apt 64, 420 Market St 

Wilmington, NC 28401 

balaclava_clad@hotmail.com 

Katuah EF! 

POB 1485, Asheville, NC 28802 
(828) 285-0631; mountainfaction@cs.com 


OHIO 

Cleveland EF! 

17305 Grovewood Ave 

Cleveland, OH 44119; (216) 383-9985 

Ohio Valley EF! 

POB 17, U of C, Cincinnati, OH 45221 
(513) 281-6892 
Oberlin EF! 

Wilder Box 76, Oberlin, OH 44074 

oearthfirst@oberiin.edu 

Lake Erie EF! 

2233 Parkwood, Toledo, OH 43620 
Hock-Hocking EF! 

23 Elliott St, Athens, OH 45701 
(740) 592-2581 

O REGON 

Cascadia Forest Alliance 
POB 4946, Portland, OR 97208 
(503) 241-4879; 
pseudotsuga@earthlink.net 
Southern Willamette EF! 

POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440 
Cascadia Forest Defenders 
POB 11122, Eugene, OR 97440 
(541) 684-8977; mickey@efn.org 
Blue Mtns. Biodiversity Project 
HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 
Kalmiopsis EF! 

POB 2093, Cave Junction, OR 97523 
(541) 592-3386; lukas@cdsnet.net 

PENNSYLVANIA 
Allegheny EF! 

POB 81011, Pittsburgh, PA 15217 

Antoinette Dwinga 

102 Third St, Apt 2, Carnegie, PA 15106 

Allegheny Defense Project 

POB 245, Clarion, PA 16214 

(814) 223-4996; fax 223-4997 

adp@en virolink. org 

EF! Philadelphia 

POB 30773, Philadelphia, PA 19104 
(215) 727-0882x3; efphilly@envirolink.org 

T ENNES S EE 

Katuah EF!/Tennessee Valley Faction 
POB 281, Chattanooga, TN 37401 
(423) 949-5922; johnjEF@bledsoe.net 
French's Lick EF! 

200 Creekwood Dr, Whitehouse, TN 37188 

Katuah EF!/River Faction 

POB 16242, Knoxville, TN 37996 

(865) 633-8483; 

kropotkin@hushmail. com 

TEX AS 

EF! Austin 

2900 Lafayette St, Austin, TX 78722 
(5*12) 478-7666 
EF! San Antonio 

(210) 822-7646; lmgl271@netscape.net 
South Texas EF! 

4114 Claudia, Corpus Christi, TX 78418 
(512) 937-6019 
East Texas EF! 

Rt 1, Box 2120, Point Blank, TX 77364 
Houston EF! 

PMB 413, 1436 West Gray 
Houston, TX 77019 

(281) 493-5945; profits_last@yahoo.com 

UTAH 

Wild Wasatch Front 

864 W. 700 St, Brigham City, UT 84302 

Rainbow Bridge EF! 

San Juan Cty, UT; rainbowbridgeef@aol.com 

V ERMONT 

Biodiversity Liberation Front 

POB 57, Burlington, VT 05402 

Save the Corporations 

169 Main St, Brattleboro, VT 05301 

(802) 254-4847; fax 254-7358 

VIRGINIA 

Virginia EF! 

Rt 1, Box 250, Staunton, VA 22401 
(540) 885-6983 
EF! Collective 

321 South Laurel St, Richmond, VA, 23220 
(804) 643-5190 
earthfirstRVA@end-war.com 
Blue Ridge Earth First! 

CS Unit 2284, Williamsburg, VA 23186 

earthfirst@biogate.com 

DC Area EF! 

3614 Old Post Rd, Fairfax, VA 22030 

(703) 273-8859; skulnrs@aol.com 

WASHINGTON 

Shuksan Direct Action 

POB 1327, Bellingham, WA 98227 

shuksandirect@hotmail.com 

Seattle EF! 

POB 95113, Seattle, WA 98145 
tel/fax (206) 632-1656; sea-ef@scn.org 
Direct Action Network 
POB 95113, Seattle, WA 98145 
Olympia EF! 

POB 12391, Olympia, WA 98508 

WEST VIRGINIA 

Central Appalachian Biodiversity Project 

Rt 3, Box 390, Hedgesville, WV 25427 

(304) 754-9161 

WISCONSIN 

Midwest Headwaters EF! 

31 Univ. Sq, Four Lakes-Madison, WI 53715 
(608) 262-9036 
Chippewa Valley EF! 

POB 1151, Eau Claire, WI 54702 
(608) 782-6997 
WYOMING 
Teewinot EF! 

Box 1588, Wilson, WY 83014 


International 


There is an international 
Earth First! web page at: 
www.eco-action.org/ef/ 
AUSTRALIA 

Rainforest Information Centre 

POB 368, Lismore, NSW 2480 
(066) 21 85 05 

Australian EF! Action Update 

ef_au@hotmail.com 

EF! Australia Community 

Lot 9 Halliford Rd via Dalby, Qld 4405 

tel/fax 61 (0) 7 3207 0033 

admin@earthfirst.org.au 

CANADA 

North American ALF Press Office 

POB 3673, Courtenay, BC V9N 7P1 

(250) 703-6312; fax (419) 858-9065 

naalfpo@tao.ca 

EF! Prince George 

Box 1762, Prince George, BC V2L 4V7 

Boreal Owl 

Box 1053, Kamloops, BC V2C 6H2 
EF! Manitoba 
599 Talbot Ave, Winnipeg 
Manitoba R2L 0R7; (204) 453-9052 
EF! Ottawa 
Box 4612, Station E 
Ottawa, Ontario K1S 5H8 
Autonomous Green Action 
POB 4721, Station E, Ottawa 
Ontario K1S 5H9; sby@igs.net 
EF! Montreal & Diffusion Noire 
c/o Librairie Alternative 
2035 St. Laurent, 2 e etage 
Montreal, Quebec H2X 2T3 
Elaho EF! 

1030 Keefer St, Vancouver, BC V6A 1Z1 
(604) 682-3269x6144 
earth_first@ziplip.com 

CURACAO 

EF! Curasao 

POB 4893, Willemstad, Curasao 

Netherlands Antilles 

fax 599-9-4616256 

falcone@flberia.com 

C Z E C H REPUBLIC 

Zeme Predevsim 

POB 237, 16041 Prague 6 

zemepredevsim@ecn.cz 

Car Busters Magazine & Resource Ctr 

Kratka 26, 100 00 Praha 10 

+(420) 2 781-0849; fax 781-67-27 

carbusters@ecn.cz 

EIRE 

An Talamh Glas c/o Anne 
Abbey St., Ballinrobe, County Mayo 
Limerick Talamh Glas 
41 Glasgow Park, Limerick 

00 353 61 313308 
ENGLAND 

Over 50 Earth First! and radical 
ecological direct action groups exist in 
the "United Kingdom." There are also 
a number of other anarchist/revolution- 
ary groups and projects. For a list or for 
general news from the UK, contact: 

EF! Action Update 

c/o POB 1TA, Newcastle-upon-Tyne 

NE99 ITA; 0797 479 1841 

actionupdate@gn.apc.org 

Do or Die 

c/o Prior House, 6 Tilbury Plade, 
Brighton, East Sussex, BN2 2GY 
doordtp@yahoo.co.uk 
FINLAND 
Finland EF! 

Viivinkatu 17 AS 17 

33610 Tampere 61; ransu@sci.fi 

EF! Finland 

tristan@iki.fi, tristantrefoil@iki.fi 

FRANCE 

Les Eco-guerriers 

71 Av. Jean Jaures, 92140 Clamart 

01 40 95 09 06; contact@earth-first.org 
GERMANY 

EF! Germany c/o Avalon 
Friedrich-Ebert Str 24, 45127 Essen 


INDIA 

Anand Skaria 

PB #14, Cochin 682001, Kerala 
(009) 484-25435 
Bander Bagicha 

Near Maurya Lok PATNA-800 001 
Bihar, Post Box 229 

I S R AEL 

Green Action Israel 
POB 4611, Tel-Aviv, 61046 
+972 (0) 3 516 2349 

THE NETHERLANDS 
Groene Front! 

Postbus 85069, 3508 AB, Utrecht 

groenfr@dds.nl 

PHILIPPINES 

Ariel Betan, Green Forum 

3rd Floor, Liberty Building 

Pasay Road, Makati, Metro Manila 

(2) 816-0986, 851-110, 818-3207 

Volunteers for Earth Defense 

189 San Antonio Ext. SFDM 

1105 Quezon City 

EF! Campaign East M. Mia. 

POB 176, Tagig Central PO 
1632 Tagig, M. Mia. 

P OLAND 

Workshop for All Beings 

POB 40, 43-304 Bielsko, Biala 4 

tel/fax +48 33 (8)183153 

In Defense of the Earth 

Towarzystwo Ekologiczne 

"W Obronieziemi" Domonika Baryla 

ul. Limanowskiego 138/42 

91-038, Lodz; +48 42 653-38-16 

goral@tewoz.most.org.pl 

RUSSIA 

ECODEFENSE! 

Moskovsky prospekt 120-34236006 
Kaliningrad/Koenigsburg 
tel/fax +7 (0112) 43 72 86 
ecodefense@glas.apc.org 
Rainbow Keepers (10 local groups) 
POB 14, Nizhni Novgorod, 603082 
(8312) 34-32-80 
Rainbow Keepers (Moscow) 

(095) 954-91-93, rk@glas.apc.org 

Rainbow Keepers 

POB 52, Kasimov, 391330 

+7 (09131) 4 15 14; rk@lavrik.iyazan.ru 

SCOTLAND 

Glasgow EF! 

POB 180, Glasgow G4 9AB 
44 (0)41 636 1924/339 8009 
fax 424 3688; scotree@gn.apc.org 

SL O VAKIA 
Slobodna alternativa 
Staromestska 6/D, 811 03 Bratislava 
SOUTH AFRICA 
Earth Action! 

POB 181034, Dalbridge, Durban 6016 
S OUT H KOREA 
Green Korea United 
110-740 

#605 Korean Ecumenical Bldg. 136-56 
Younji-Dong, Jongro-Gu, Seoul 
82-2-747-8500, fax 82-2-766-4180 
environ@chollian.net 

SR A IN 

Manuel A. Demandes, Taller de E. A. 
A. Curuxa, J. B., Xelmirer J 
Campus Universitario, 1570 S Santiago 
(81) 584321; fax 584533 
SWEDEN 
Morgan Larsson 

Lagmansgaten 9C, 46-37 Vanersborg 
Action For Social Ecology 
Box 34089, 10026 Stockholm; 
+46-70-7560195 

U KR AINE 

Rainbow Keepers (5 local groups) 
POB 322, Kiev 252187 
+7 38 (044) 265-7628; fax 550-6068 
rk@cci.glasnet.ru 

WALES 

Gwynedd & Mon EF! 

The Greenhouse, 1, Trevelyan Terrace 
Bangor, Gwynedd LL57 1AX 
01248-355821 


For changes to the directory or to subscribe 
to the Earth First! Journal contact us at: 
POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440-1415 
(541) 344-8004; earthfirst@igc.org 


EF! Projects 
Cr Campaigns 

Bioengineering Action Network 
POB 11331, Eugene, OR 97440 
ban@tao.ca; www.tao.ca/-ban 
Cold Mountain, Cold Rivers 
POB 7941, Missoula, MT 59807 
(406) 728-0867; cma@wildrockies.org 


EF! Direct Action Fund 
POB 210, Canyon, CA 94516 
tel/fax (925) 376-7329 
End Corporate Dominance 
HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 
(541) 468-2028 
Warrior Poets Society 
PMB 361, 108 Student Union 
#4510 Berkeley, CA 94720-4510 
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Yosemite Falls. Photo by Alicia Raven 
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